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lutions on  the  length  of  lecture  terms, 
341,  362;  standing  committees  of  the, 
366,388;  special  committees,  388 
Anaesthetic  agents,  antiquity  of,  346 
Anatomical  lectures,  popular,  104 
Aneurism  of  the  carotid  artery,  166 
Army,  U.  S.,  medical  staff  of  the,  68,  147, 
165 

Auscultation,  and  percussion,  383;  intes- 
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Bigelow,  Dr.  H.  J.     Treatment  of  stric- 
tures of  the  urethra,  9;  his  papers  on 
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Books,  new,  in  London,  168,  248,  448 
Boston,  report  of  deaths  in,  weekly  ;  So- 
ciety for  Medical  Improvement,  104; 
mortality  of,  127,  147  ;  Medical  Asso- 
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Bridgewater  Treatise,  tenth,  385 
Bryan,  Dr.  James,  on  treatment  of  stric- 
tures of  the  urethra,  169 
Buffalo,  W.  Y.,  hospital  at,  206,  228 
Bulletin,  Medical,  385 
Burn,  distortion  of  face  caused  by,  265 

Calculi,  salivary,  60  ;  renal,  219 
Calisthenic  chest  expanders,  206 
Calomel  in  malarious  fever,  69 
Calumba  root,  berberine  in,  268 
Camphentine,  preparation  of,  377 
Capillary  circulation,  researches  on,  85 
Carbonic  acid  gas,  exhalation  of,  208 
Carter's  (Dr.  VV.  II.)  pulmonary  balsam, 
207 

Castle,  Dr.  A.  C.    A  common-sense  talk 

about  ship-fever,  290 
Castleton  Medical  College,  446 
Cataract,  failure  in  the  cure  of,  248 
Cedar  oil,  four  cases  of  poisoning  by,  469 
Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  in  Montgome- 
ry, Ala.,  24;  in  Millbury  and  Sutton, 
Mass.,  182,  201  ;  Dr.  R.  K.  Stone's  cases 
of,  297  ;  in  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  329 
Charming,  Dr.  VV.    Puerperal  peritonitis, 
274  ;  the  American  Medical  Association, 
299,  362;  his  treatise  on  etherization, 
128 

Chapman,  Dr.  Nathaniel,  sketch  of,  216, 
242 

Chemistry,  practical,  226;  Mr.  Noad's 
work  on,  325 

Chicago,  Marine  Hospital  at,  528 

Children,  tartar-emetic  and  opium  to,  17, 
83;  maternal  management  of,  285 

Chloroform,  in  puerperal  convulsions,  60  ; 
in  eclampsia,  117;  death  from  use  of, 
157;  in  mania,  175;  external  applica- 
tion of,  220  ;  Dr.  Warren's  pamphlet  on, 
266 

Cholera,  in  England,  46;  Mr.  Grainger's 
remarks  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  48; 
in  Poland,  48  ;  astringents  in  the  treat- 
ment of,  49;  tobacco  in  the  treatment 
of,  66;  in  France,  88;  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. — relation  to  limestone,  148  ;  Dr. 
Dawson's  dissertation  on,  229;  Dr.  Cov- 
entry's essay  on,  245;  at  the  West,  248  ; 
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Nasiwillo,  Tenn.,  349,  502  ;  Tardieu's 
treatise  on,  366  ;  progress  and  treatment 
of,  382,  425;  Dr.  Pago's  work  on,  384  ; 
medicine  for  the  prevention  of,  386;  in 
Boston,  386',  447  ;  sulphur  in,  386,  486  ; 
in  London,  392;  Dr.  Williams's  lecture 
on,  396  ;  nature  of  the  urine  in,  428,  4  17, 
528  ;  Dr.  Page's  remarks  on,  429  ;  tar- 
water  in,  445;  treated  by  homoeopathy, 
448;  at  Panama,  457;  in  New  York, 
464,479,526;  in  New  Orleans,  466;  in 
various  places,  467  ;  in  Montreal,  468  ; 
treatment  in  New  Orleans,  468  ;  chro- 
no-thermai  treatment,  485  ;  at  the  West, 
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Circulation,  on  the  sound  of  the,  88 

Clendinnen,  the  late  Dr.  VV.  A.,  221 

Cleveland  Medical  College,  59 

Clinical  instruction,  benefits  of,  361 

Clover,  extract  of,  184 

Cod-liver  oil,  preparation  of,  128;  use  of, 
137;  adulteration  of,  387;  in  phthisis, 
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Colleges,  medical,  buildings  for,  485 
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ryngitis, 173 
Com  stock,  Dr.  Jos.    Remarks  on  cholera, 
497 

Concours,  the,  in  France,  528 
Conjunctivitis,  remedy  for,  279 
Connecticut,  Medical  Society  of,  114 
Conspiracy,  alleged,  to  confine  a  man  in  a 

lunatic  asylum,  417 
Constipation,  remedy  for,  124  ;  caused  by 

faecal  accumulation,  259 
Consumption,  treated  by  cod-liver  oil,  468, 
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Cooper,  Samuel,  death  of,  28 
Copper  stop-cocks,  water  injured  by,  125 
Corns  and  bunions,  treatment  of,  377 
Corpses,  preservation  of  in  Siberia,  248 
Cox,  Dr.  H.  G.    Chloroform  in  eclampsia, 
117 

Cretins,  Dr.  Guggenbuhl's  hospital  for,  20 
Croup,  use  of  iodine  in,  288 

Dawson,  Dr.  John.    Dissertation  on  cho- 
lera, 229;  remedy  for  conjunctivitis,  279 
Dental  College  at  Baltimore,  205,  486 
Dental  diseases,  tabular  sheet  of,  384 
Dental  operating  chair,  new,  185 
Dental  Science,  Dr.  Harris's  Dictionary  of, 
284 

Dentistry,  steam  in  the  practice  of,  30S  ; 

gold-plate  work  in,  319,  325  ;  excellent 

specimens  of  work,  405,  444 
Dentition,  anile,  428 
Dexter,  Dr.  W.  P.    Renal  calculus,  219 
Diabetes,  treatment  of,  378 


Diseases  of  advanced  life,  105 
Dislocation  of  fifth  cervical  vertebra,  401 
District  of  Columbia,  Medical  Association 
of  the,  486 

Dix's  (Dr.  J.  II.)  dissertation  on  the  eye, 
125 

Domestic  medicines,  preparation  of,  309, 

313,  324,  369,  373,  399 
Dropsy,  singular  case  of,  400 
Dudley's  (Dr.  E.  L.)  Valedictory  Address, 

146 

Dynamics,  vital,  247,  328 

Dvspepsia,  Dr.  Dick  on  the  treatment  of, 

17li,  269 
Dyspeptics,  hints  to,  363 

Ear,  hydatids  in  the,  23  ;  researches  into 

the  diseases  of,  261 
Eastman,  Dr.  D.  Astringents  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholora,  49 
Eclampsia,  chloroform  in,  117 
Eclectic  Medical  School,  new.  506 
Education,  medical,  plea  of  humanity  in 
behalf  of,  81  ;  proposed  reform  in,  168; 
report  on,  283 
Edwards,  Dr  T.  O  ,  sketch  of,  119 
Electrical  states  of  the  atmosphere,  466 
Electricity,  medical  application  of,  25 
Electropathic  Guide,  206 
Embryology,  lectures  on,  45 
Epidemics,  origin  of,  186 
Epilepsy,  novei  treatment  of,  266 
Ether  glue,  by  Schonbein,  268 
Etherization,  Prof.  Yandell's  discourse  on, 
45;  in  India,  75;  Congressional  report 
on,  126,  205;  in  childbirth,  Dr.  Chan- 
ning's  treatise,  128;  Dr.  Bigelow  on  the 
discovery  and  physiological  effects  of, 
1(54;  in  a  case  of  renal  calculus,  219; 
in  midwifery,  285,  389;  use  of  by  Dr. 
Morton,  347,  367,  387 
Eyes,    morbid   sensibility  from  decayed 
teeth,  222 

Female  graduate  of  medicine,  25,  58,  87 
Female  practitioners  of  midwifery,  505 
Fever,  a  dissertation  on,  89;  cryptoga- 

mous  origin  of,  105;    ship,  205,  290  ; 

typhoid,  M.  Louis's  researches  on,  209; 

alleged  successful  mode  of  treating,  256  ; 

congestive,  remarks  on,  395;  spotted, 

compared  with  cholera,  479;  typhoid, 

castor  oil  and  spirits  of  turpentine  in, 

508 

Finch,  Dr.  VV.  VV.  Tartar-emetic  to 
children,  83 

Fiske  Fund  Prize  Dissertations,  189,446 

Fistula  infirmary,  106 

Folts,  Dr.  D.  V.  Cleveland  Medical  Col- 
lege, 59 

Forbes,  Dr.,  testimonial  to,  428 
Foster's  (Dr.  J.  H.)  Address,  465 
Fracture,  tables  of,  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  204  ; 

of  the  cranium,  316 
Fractured  bones,  speedy  re-union  of,  102 
Fractures,  apparatus  for,  232,  335,  353,  493 
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Gardette's  (Dr.)  Valedictory,  306 
Georgia,  Medical  Convention  in,  188,  345 
Gibbons's  (Dr.  H.)  Introductory  Lecture, 
404 

Gibson,  Dr.  W..  sketch  of,  499,  518 
Gillespie,  Dr.  W.  A.    Remedy  for  worms, 
415 

Graduates,  medical,  286 
Gun-shot  wound,  case  of,  40  ;  remarkable 
recovery  from,  323  ;  of  the  head,  368 

Haematemesis,  treatment  of,  176 
Haemorrhage,  uterine,  112;  after  extrac- 
tion of  teeth,  286  ;  umbilical,  in  infants, 
449 

Hair,  singular  case  of  loss  of,  496 
Hamilton's  (Dr.  F.  H  )  fracture  tables,  204 
Handy,  Dr.  YV.  R.    Case  of  hydrocepha- 
lus, 321 

Harding,  Dr.  G.  J.    Case  of  puerperal 

convulsions,  60 
Hairison's  (Dr.  J.  P.)  Valedictory  Address, 

164 

Hartford  Co.  (Conn.)  Medical  Society,  305 
Harvard  University,  professor  of  surgery 
in,  283 

Haskell,  Dr.  Benj.    Treatment  of  hydro- 
phobia, 55 
Hatch,  Dr.  J.  C.    Inverted  uterus,  277 
Hayes,  A.  A.     Chemical  analysis  of  sar- 

saparilla,  236 
Hayward's  (Prof.  Geo.)  resignation,  223 
Headache,  causes  and  treatment  of,  178 
Health,  popular  violations  of  the  laws  of, 
426 

Helonias  dioeeia,  use  of,  416 
Hepatitis,  nature  and  treatment  of,  180,  269 
Hernia,  strangulated,  case  of,  458 
Hill,  Dr.  L.  G.    Singular  case  of  dropsy, 
400 

Hinchman  case,  the,  417,  423 

Homans,  Dr.  J.  Umbilical  haemorrhage 
in  infants,  449 

Homoeopathic  Quarterly  Journal,  266 

Hooker,  Dr.  C.  Essay  on  intestinal  aus- 
cultation, 409,  439 

Hooker's  (Dr.  VV.)  new  work  on  the  du- 
ties of  physicians,  404,  426 

Hops,  as  a  therapeutic  means,  271 

Hough,  Dr.  F.  B.  Medicinal  qualities  of 
the  scrophulaiia  Marilandica,  462 

Hullihen's  (Dr.  S.  P.)  case  of  distortion 
removed,  265 

Hun's  (Dr.  T.)  Introductory  Lecture,  65 

Hydrocephalus,  acute,  elaterium  in,  159; 
case  of,  321 

Hydrophobia,  the  treatment  of,  55 ;  lobe- 
lia in, 101 

Hyoscyamus  niger,  271 

Hypochondriasis,  nature  and  treatment  of, 
272 

Idiots  and  imbeciles,  education  of,  403 

Imaginary  diseases,  523 

India,  medical  missionary  operations  in,  73 


Indiana  Central  Medical  College,  168 
Ingalls,  Dr.  W.,jr.    Union  of  parts  after 

complete  separation,  486 
Iron,  prussiate  of,  399 

Jarvis,  Dr.  G.  O.    The  surgical  adjuster, 

335,  353 

Jeffries,  Dr.  John.  Death  from  chloro- 
form, 157 

Jevvett,  Dr.  H.  O.  Cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, 329 

Joints,  dislocation  and  ossification  of,  46 
Jones,  Dr.  J.  S.    Intestinal  worms,  249, 
501 

Kentucky  Penitentiary,  report  of,  185 
Kidney,  diseased,  case  of,  454 
Kimball,  Dr.  G.    Case  of  gun-shot  wound, 
40 

King,  Dr.  D.  Apparatus  for  the  treat- 
ment of  fractures,  232,493;  quackery, 
and  its  remedies,  369 

King,  Dr.  A  P.  External  application  of 
chloroform,  220 

Labor,  difficult,  case  of,  390 
Lallemand,  Dr.,  in  Egypt,  107 
La  Porte,  Iud.,  medical  school  at,  66 
Laryngitis,  oedematous,  case  of,  173 
Laughton,  Dr.  S.     Speedy  re-union  of 

fractured  bones,  102 
Leconte's  (Dr.)  Address,  383 
Lee's  (Dr.  C.  A.)  Valedictory  Discourse, 

326 

Leonard,  Dr.  J.  P     Climate  and  diseases 

of  Panama,  454 
Life  Insurance,  404 

Linnell,  Dr.  J.  E.    Remedy  for  quackery, 

373 

Lithotomy,  operation  of,  454  ;  remarkable 

case,  108 

London,  cholera  and  other  diseases  in,  392 

Louisville,  Ky.,  university  of,  465 

Lowell,  mortality  of,  166 

Lunatic  asylum,  at  Beauport,  Canada,  66; 
in  Pennsylvania,  104 ;  at  Somerville, 
144,  225  ;  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  144  ;  in  New 
Jersey,  145,  149  ;  at  Providence,  R.  I., 
145  ;  in  New  Hampshire,  464 

Lunatic  asylums,  in  Massachusetts,  report 
on,  29,  129,  149 

Maine  Medical  School,  graduates  at,  406 
Malarious  diseases  at  the  west,  69, 161,238 
Malpractice,  prosecution  for,  318 
Manley's  (Dr.  J.  R.)  Address,  85 
Manning,  W.  K.    Prosecution  for  mal- 
practice, 318 
Manslaughter,  trial  for,  477 
Maple,  white,  use  of,  379 
Maryland,  University  of,  105 
Massachusetts,  State  prison  report,  45; 
births,  deaths  and  marriages  in,  64  ;  in- 
sanity in,  29,  129,  149.    General  Hospi- 
tal, report,  144  ;  Medical  College,  gradu- 
ates, 146  ;  Medical  Society  of,  253,  347, 
365 
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Mattocks,  Dr.  E.    New  remedies  and  new 

treatment,  376 
Mauran,  Dr.  J.    Case  of  alopecia,  496 
McCall,  Dr.  A.    Treatment  of  cholera  at 

Nashville,  Term.,  502 
McLean  asylurn  for  the  insane,  225 
McRuer,  Dr.  D.,  on  cod-liver  oil,  137 
Measles  and  scarlet  fever  in  Boston,  147 
Medical  Journal,  fortieth  volume  of  the, 

27 

Meeker,  Dr.  D.     Diseased  kidney  and 

stone  in  the  bladder,  454 
Meigs,  Dr.  C.  D.,  sketch  of,  313,  333;  his 

work  on  obstetrics,  10G,  127 
Menstruation,  a  natural  function,  22 
Mesmerism  in  Holland,  308 
Midwifery,  Gooch's  compendium  of,  326  ; 

meddlesome,  339 
Miscellany,  medical,  27,  47,  67,  86,107, 

127,  166,  187,  207,  227,  247,267,  286, 

307,  327,  347,  380,  406,  427,  447,  467, 

487,  507,  527 
Missouri, University  of,  medical  school,  205 
Mitchell's  (Dr.  J.  K.)   Lectures  on  the 

origin  of  fevers,  105 
Montreal,  health  of,  468 
Moore,  Dr.  E.  B.    Chloroform  in  mania, 

175 

Morphine,  valerianate  of,  366 

Morning  sickness,  treatment  of,  378 

Mortality,  of  Boston,  127,  147  ;  of  Lowell, 
166  ;  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  346 

Morton's  (Dr.  J.  G.)  essay  on  the  hippopo- 
tamus, 465 

Morton,  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Gold  plates  in  the 
insertion  of  teeth,  319 

Mother,  drowned,  and  her  child,  380 

Mott's  (Prof  V.)  Address,  345 

Mullein  seeds.  377 

Municipal  medical  officers,  rights  and  du- 
ties of,  141 

National  Institute,  report  by  committee  on 

public  hygiene,  509 
New  Hampshire,  asylum  for  the  insane 

in,  464 

New  Orleans,  health  of,  188  ;  Charity 
Hospital  in,  508 

New  York,  Transactions  of  State  Medical 
Society,  185 ;  State  Medical  Conven- 
tion, 109  ;  Southern  District  Medical 
Society,  65  ;  cholera  in,  464,  479 

Nitrate  of  silver,  inhalation  of,  394 

Norfolk  County  (Mass.)  medical  meet- 
ing, 246 

North,  Dr.  M.  L.,  on  smallpox  and  vacci- 
nation, 109 

Nye,  Dr.  J.  M.  Dislocation  of  cervical 
vertebra,  401 

Obstetric  air  tractor,  306 

Ohio,  privileges  of  medical  students  in, 

164,  246  ;  medical  convention,  465 
Ovarian  disease,  case  of,  452 

Page,  Dr.  F.  B.    Remarks  on  epidemic 


cholera,  429;  cholera  in  New  York, 
479;  spotted  fever,  481 

Panama,  climate  and  diseases  of,  455 

Paronychia,  treatment  of,  247 

Parsons,  Dr.  C.  W.  Fiske  fund  prize  dis- 
sertation, 189 

Parturient,  preparatory,  377 

Parturition,  Dr.VV.  T.  Smith's  lectures  on, 
525 

Patents,  report  of  commissioner  of,  44 
Pennsylvania,  Hospital  for  the  Insane  in. 
104 

Peritonitis,  puerperal,  274 

Pessaries,  on  the  structure  of,  174,  184 

Pharmacopoeia,  national  convention  for 
revising  the,  27(5 

Pharmacy,  practical,  344 

Philadelphia,  College  of  Physicians  of,  84  ; 
sketches  of  living  physicians  in,  99, 156, 
216,  242,  313,  333,  409,  518  ;  College  of 
Medicine,  126;  Medico-Chirurgieal  Col- 
lege of,  305;  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  at, 
485 

Physicians,  their  philanthropy  and  its  re- 
ward, 243;  their  integrity,  343  ;  duties 
of,  404 

Physiology,  manual  of,  45 

Pickett,  Dr.  N.  B.     Tartar-emetic  and 

opium  to  children,  17 
Placenta  previa,  case  of,  112 
Poisoning  by  cedar  oil,  cases  of,  469 
Pray,  Dr.  T.  J.  W.    Salivary  calculi,  00; 

medicinal  properties  of  sulphur,  521 
Prolapsus  uteri,  380 

Quackery,  in  the  preparation  of  medicines, 
309;  proposed  remedy  for,  313,  324, 
369,  373,  399 

Quinine,  in  malarious  fevers,  &c.,69, 161  ; 
spurious,  103 

Retina,  morbid  sensibility  of  the,  125 
Rheumatism   and    pericarditis,   case  of, 
121 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  446 
Rice,  Dr.  D.    Remarkable  case  of  gun- 
shot wound,  323 
Richardson,  Dr.  E.    Security  of  vaccina- 
tion, 364 

Robinson,  Dr.  J.  H.  Structure  of  pessa- 
ries, 174 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  mortality  of,  346 
Rock  Island  Medical  School,  165 
Rush  Medical  College,  166 
Rust,  Dr.  W.  E.    Prussiate  of  iron,  399 

Sarsaparilla,  chemical  analysis  of,  236 

Scarlatina,  irregular,  442 

Scrophularia  Marilandica,  medicinal  quali- 
ties of  the,  462 

Seton  needle,  Dr.  Smilic's,  226 

Sheep,  the  structure  and  diseases  of,  23 

Shipman,  Dr.  A.  B.  Medical  matters  at 
the  west,  69,  161,  238 

Siam,  climate,  diseases,  &c,  of,  489 

Silliman,  Professor,  jr.,  406 


INDEX. 


7 


Sketches  of  eminent  living  physicians,  99, 

156,  216,  242,  313,  333,  499,  518 
Skinner,  Dr.  J.  F.    Domestic  medicines, 

309 

Smallpox,  and  vaccination,  109,  289  ;  in 

Angouleme,  348 
Southern  Medical  Reports,  446 
Spalding,  Dr.  James.    A  dissertation  on 

fever,  89 
Spleen,  enlarged,  case  of,  257 
Springs,  acid,  in  Alabama,  283 
St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

408 

Stanley,  Dr.  A.  F.    Case  of  strangulated 

hernia,  458 
Starling  Medical  College,  384 
Stedman,  Dr.  C.  H.    Letter  to  the  Boston 

City  Council,  141 
Stevens's  (Dr.  A.  H  )  Address  at  Albany, 

81,  145 

Stiile,  Dr.  A.  Length  of  lecture  terms, 
341 

Stomach,  inflammation  of  the,  378 
Stone,  Dr.  A.    Cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
201 

Stone,  Dr.  R.  K.  Cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, 297 

Strafford  District  (N.  H.)  Medical  Society, 
27 

Strictures  of  the  urethra,  treatment  of,  9, 
169 

Suffolk  (Mass.)  Medical  District,  266 
Sulphur,  medical  properties  of,  443,  521 
Suture  needle,  Dr.  Smilie's,  226 
Sydenham  publications,  the,  344 
Syrup  pruni  Virginianae,  146 

Tartar  emetic  to  children,  17,  83 

Tebbetis,  Dr.  J.  A.  Tumor  of  the  left 
ovarium,  452 

Teeth,  decayed,  causing  morbid  sensibility 
of  the  eyes,  222  ;  artificial,  inserted  in 
gold  plates,  319,  325 

Tennessee,  East,  medical  society  of,  48 

Tetanus,  traumatic,  case  of,  122 

Tourniquet,  new,  325 

Tracheotomy,  for  inflammation  of  the  fau- 
ces and  glottis,  18 

Tracts  for  cities,  426 

Tracy,  Dr.  S.  Case  of  irregular  scarla- 
tina, 442  ;  climate,  diseases,  &c ,  of 
Siam,489 

Trismus  nascentium,  306 


Truss,  lever,  284 

Tumor,  abdominal,  77  ;  of  the  left  ova- 
rium, 452 

Turning,  in  midwifery,  Dr.  Wehn's  mode 
of,  168 

Urethra,  new  agent  in  the  treatment  of 
strictures  of,  9  ;  Dr.  Civiale's  treatment, 
169 

Uterine  affections,  green  tea  in,  379 
Uterus,  inflammation  of  the,  19;  inverted, 

case  of,  277 
Uvula,  oedema  of  the,  448 

Vaccination,  extent  of  its  preventive  pow- 
ers, 109,  289;  benefits  of,  348  ;  security 
of,  364  ;  neglect  of,  3G3  ;  unsuccessful, 
484 

Van  Dyde's  (Dr.)  Valedictory  Address.  225 

Ventilation  of  buildings,  445 

Vermont,  Medical  Society  of,  dissertation 

delivered  before  the,  89 
Vis  medicatrix  naturae,  the,  189 

Wait,  Dr.  S.  C.  Abdominal  tumor,  77; 
cases  of  poisoning  by  cedar  oil,  469 

Walker,  Dr.  J.  B.  Case  of  uterine 
haemorrhage,  1 12 

Warren,  Dr.  E.  Inflammation  of  the  ute- 
rus, 15 

Washington,  health  regulations  at,  64 

Water-Cure  Manual,  385 

Webster,  Dr.  E.  K.  Lobelia  in  hydro- 
phobia, 101 

Welch,  Dr.  A.  Smallpox  and  vaccina- 
tion, 289 

West,  medical  matters  at  the,  69,  161, 
238 

Wheat,  cracked,  a  remedy  for  constipa- 
tion, 124,  226 

Williams,  Dr.  N.    Lecture  on  cholera, 396 

Williams,  Dr.  S.  W.  Bibliography  of 
cholera,  512 

Wiltbank's  (Dr.  J.)  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 146 

Worms,  intestinal,  remedy  for,  249,  415, 
501 

Wurdemann,  Dr.  J.  G.  F.,  death  of,  348 
Wynne,  Dr.  James.    Report  on  Asiatic 
cholera,  509 

Yandell's  (Dr.  D.  W.)  Letters  from  Eu- 
rope, 86 


THE 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XL.  Wednesday,  February  7,  1S49.  No.  1. 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  A.  NEW  AGENT  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF 
STRICTURES  OF  THE  URETHRA. — With  an  Engraving. 

BY  HENRY  J.  BIGELOW,    M.D.,  ONE    OF    THE    SURGEONS  OF    THE    MASSACHUSETTS  GENE- 
RAL HOSPITAL. 

[CommunicHted  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

This  method  consists  essentially  in  the  use  of  gutta  percha  in  taking  the 
impression  of  a  stricture  ;  and  also  avails  itself  of  the  plasticity  of  this 
gum  in  dilating  the  stricture.* 

There  is,  in  general,  no  great  difficulty  in  the  treatment  of  a  stricture 
near  the  orifice  of  the  urethra.  On  the  other  hand,  a  contraction  of  the 
canal  far  back  towards  the  perineum  often  presents  serious  difficulties. 
The  introduction  of  an  instrument  is  then  sometimes  impracticable,  or 
requires  a  tedious  and  very  careful  manipulation.  It  is  plain  that  one 
great  difficulty  exists  in  the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  to  as- 
certain the  precise  character  of  the  lesion  ;  the  geography  of  the  part 
to  be  traversed  by  the  bougie.  It  is  well  known  that  this  contraction  is 
susceptible  of  infinite  variation.  It  is  abrupt  or  gradual,  concentric  or 
lateral,  straight,  angular,  curved  or  spiral,  smooth  or  knobbed,  long  or 
short,  and  finally  partial  or  exaggerated  ;  and  against  all  these  varieties 
the  principal  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  is  the  bougie.  This 
instrument,  with  little  available  variety,  either  in  its  material  or  confor- 
mation, is  a  point  attenuated  or  obtuse,  urged  by  a  force  applied  at  per- 
haps six  inches  distance  ;  and  is  expected  to  thread  its  way  among  the 
complicated  and  winding  labyrinth  which  often  constitutes  a  stricture. 
Fortunately,  the  healthy  canal  traversed  by  the  bougie  generally  so  di- 
rects it,  that  when  the  contraction  is  not  great,  the  point  enters  its  orifice 
after  more  or  less  manipulation.  Yet  it  will  be  conceded  that  this 
manipulation,  however  delicate  and  skilful,  is  often,  and  of  necessity, 
only  a  series  of  tentative  thrusts  or  offers,  made  in  the  dark,  in  the  hope  of 
ultimately  discovering  and  traversing  some  interval  or  interstice  should 
such  exist. 

Other  circumstances,  such  as  the  density  and  character  of  the  opposing 

*  The  use  of  gutta  percha  bougies  is  not  new ;  it  is  attributed  to  a  physician  at  Singapore ; 
but  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  any  allusion  to  their  being  employed  to  take  impressions  of  stric- 
tures, which,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  constitutes  their  chief  if  not  their  only  value.  I  have  received 
within  a  day  or  two,  through  the  politeness  of  Mr.  Burnett,  apothecary  in  Tremont  Row,  a  sample 
of  bougies  with  which  he  has  been  furnished  by  the  Gutta  Percha  Company  in  New  York,  ex- 
cellent in  appearance,  but  which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  testing. 
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tissue,  and  the  necessity  of  employing  or  of  avoiding  protracted  pressure, 
complicate  the  problem. 

The  common  method,  it  is  true,  is  often  quite  effectual  and  satisfac- 
tory ;  especially  in  the  ordinary  run  of  cases  of  simple  or  partial  contrac- 
tion. Yet  there  is  something  gross  in  it.  It  is  wanting  in  the  nicer 
modifications  of  art  which  should  characterize  surgical  manipulation, 
when  they  do  not  interfere  with  its  simplicity.  Nor  are  the  results  of 
this  process  always  satisfactory  ;  especially  when  the  case  is  difficult,  or 
the  operator  inexpert.  It  will  soon  be  shown  that  false  passage  is  very 
common  in  connection  with  old  stricture  ;  simplv  because  the  propelled 
instrument,  finding  no  natural  canal,  has  made  one  for  itself.  Or,  as  not 
.  unfrequently  occurs,  when  the  urine  dribbles  away,  no  canal  can  be  de- 
tected and  no  instrument  of  dilatation  passed. 

These  difficulties  are  not  new.  Different  methods  have  been  devised 
to  bring  the  part  to  be  operated  upon  more  directly  in  contact  with  the 
senses  of  the  operator;  such  as  a  lamp  to  illuminate  the  stricture,  and  a 
tube  to  see  it.  Ducamp  insisted  upon  the  great  advantage  of  impressions 
in  wax,  as  conveying  an  idea  of  the  conformation  of  a  stricture,  and 
contrived  hollow  tubes,  containing  eccentric  bougies  sliding  out  like  a 
telescope  at  one  side  of  the  distorted  canal. 

Whoever  has  tried  this  wax  has  probably  found,  that  however  good 
the  impression  received  in  the  interior  may  be,  it.  is  lost,  either  when  the 
material  is  extricated  from  the  stricture  or  subsequently  from  the  canal. 
It  is  of  questionable  utility  in  this  point  of  view.  Besides,  the  wax  is 
soft  and  liable  to  break  ;  and  lastly,  when  moulded  to  the  canal,  it  is 
itself  of  no  use  in  dilating  it,  and  another  instrument  of  corresponding 
outline  must  be  arranged  for  this  purpose. 

The  advantages  of  gutta  percha  are,  first,  that  it  is  probably  the  only 
material  in  the  world  capable  of  receiving  an  acute  impression  at  a  tem- 
perature quite  comfortable  to  the  skin,  and  at  the  same  time  of  retaining 
it  entirely,  at  about  the  actual  temperature  of  the  body  ;  then  becoming 
hard  and  resisting,  besides  being  exceedingly  tough,  even  in  attenuated 
filaments.  It  follows,  that  upon  being  withdrawn  from  the  urethra,  it  pre- 
sents a  perfect  impression  of  the  most  minute  inequalities  of  the  callus 
against  which  it  has  inpinged. 

In  the  second  place,  it  may  be  used  when  thus  moulded  as  a  dilator 
of  the  stricture  ;  and  it  can  be  made  to  enter  with  unerring  certainty  any 
of  its  orifices. 

A  few  words  will  suffice  to  describe  the  method  1  have  adopted  in  em- 
ploying these  bougies.  A  medium  size  answers  a  good  purpose,  unless 
there  be  strictures  anterior  to  the  one  to  be  treated,  in  which  case  a  small 
calibre  is  sometimes  requisite.  Let  the  bougie  be  oiled  and  the  tip  passed 
to  and  fro  rapidly  in  the  edge  of  the  flame  of  a  candle,  until  it  is  so 
warm  that  the  nail  will  indent  it  ;  the  mass  will  remain  plastic  after  the 
surface  has  ceased  to  be  hot,  and  may  be  rapidly  passed  down  to  the 
stricture,  being  very  smooth  and  pliable.  If  it  be  pressed  against  the 
stricture  for  a  minute  with  a  force  equivalent  to  an  ounce  or  two  of  weight, 
and  then  left  to  cool  during  the  succeeding  three  or  four  minutes,  it  will 
present,  when  slowly  and  carefully  disengaged  from  the  stricture,  a  firm 
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and  unyielding  impression  of  the  most  minute  inequality  and  indentations  of 
the  callous  surface.  The  tip  may  be  cut  off  and  preserved,  furnishing, 
with  others,  a  complete  history  of  the  conformation  of  the  stricture  under 
treatment. 

]f  water  be  employed  to  heat  the  gum,  it  will  be  found  that  the  steam 
from  the  surf  ice  will  soften  the  rod  for  the  length  of  an  inch  or  more  ; 
rendering  it  liable  to  curl  up  against  the  stricture,  as  small  elastic  bougies 
are  apt  to  do.  The  tip  alone  should  be  softened.  On  the  other  hand,  care 
should  be  taken  not  to  burn  the  gum  ;  its  texture  and  ability  to  harden 
are  thus  destroyed,  and  a  piece  may  be  left  in  the  stricture.  Such  a  case 
occurred  to  me.  A  plug  was  thus  left  in  a  small  stricture,  causing  reten- 
tion of  urine  during  eighteen  hours  ;  when  the  orifice  having  become  di- 
lated, the  plug  was  forced  out  by  the  urine  ;  which  then  flowed  more 
freely  than  for  many  months  before. 

Pure  gutta  percha  softens  most  readily  and  cools  with  least  elasticity  and 
shrinking.  It  is  therefore  far  better  for  impressions  than  when  adulterated, 
as  is  common,  with  caoutchouc.  But  when  pure,  a  little  oiling  and  use 
soon  raises  a  fur  upon  its  surface  ;  so  that  it  is  probable  that  some  com- 
pound will  answer  better  for  mere  bougies. 

I  have  hitherto  made  these  rods  from  pure  gum,  of  the  thickness  of 
sole  leather,  cut  into  square  strips,  plunged  into  boiling  water,  and  rolled 
between  two  boards,  care  being  taken  to  prevent  twisting. 

When  the  bougie  is  imbedded  in  the  stricture,  let  its  head,  or  external 
end,  be  warmed  and  flattened  in  a  vertical  or  transverse  direction  with 
reference  to  the  pubis,  and  it  will  indicate,  when  withdrawn,  the  position- 
of  the  inequalities  in  regard  to  the  periphery  of  the  canal. 

Suppose,  now,  that  the  impression,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  is  forked. 
Examination  of  the  extremities  often  indicates  which  is  the  true  passage 
and  which  the  false  ;  or  if  not,  the  larger  is  generally  the  true  passage. 
Let  the  false  extremity  be  carefully  shaved  off  and  the  bougie  returned 
into  the  urethra,  its  flattened  head  maintaining  its  relative  position  to  the 
pubis.  It  forms  a  conical  bougie  of  the  best  description,  exactly  adapt- 
ed to  the  form  of  the  true  passage,  whkh  it  inevitably  enters.  Impres- 
sions also  record  and  especially  direct  the  progress  of  a  cutting  instru- 
ment, as  seen  in  the  annexed  sketches. 

The  general  pathology  of  stricture  is  not  here  discussed  ;  but  it  will 
be  quite  obvious  that  there  are  cases  of  irritable  and  inflammatory  stric- 
ture in  which  this  method  of  dilatation,  as  well  as  all  other  active  me- 
chanical treatment,  would  be  inappropriate.  Nor  are  the  relative  merits 
of  dilatation,  incision  and  cauterization  here  considered.  Each  is  occa- 
sionally a  valuable  resource  ;  the  progress  of  all  is  incalculably  aided 
by  the  knowledge  derived  from  impressions ;  while  the  first,  by  far  the 
most  valuable  mode  of  treatment,  is  considerably  accelerated  by  the 
actual  employment  of  the  gutta  percha. 

The  annexed  sketches  will  give  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the 
impressions.  They  are  a  few,  selected  from  a  considerable  number,  to 
illustrate  several  points. 

The  first  line  of  the  annexed  print  presenls  impressions  with  false  pas- 
sages, taken  in  the  course  of  the  treatment  of  the  first  case  detailed  below. 


12  '  Gutta  Percha  in  the  Treatment  of  Strictures  of  the  Urethra. 


The  three  first  figures  represent  different  impressions  taken  early  in  the 
treatment.  The  fourth  and  fifth  represent  the  bougies  used  as  dilators 
after  the  impression  of  the  false  passage  was  removed  ;  and  the  last 
figure  shows  the  impression  when  the  canal  was  easily  pervious  to  a 
moderate-sized  bougie. 

The  figures  numbered  2  are  different  impressions  of  the  same  stricture 
at  different  periods  of  treatment. 

Si  An  old  stricture,  nearly  impervious,  from  a  patient  who  died  of  in- 
flammation of  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra. 

4,  5.  Impressions  of  incisions.  These  incisions  were  made  with  Ra- 
tier's  instrument,  sketched  below,  in  this  connection,  and  which  is  by  far 
the  best  of  a  number  I  have  employed.  The  blade  slides  back  obliquely 
into  the  canula. 

6.  An  excellent  impression  of  an  old  stricture.  Two  perfectly  simi- 
lar impressions  were  taken  upon  succeeding  days  ;  indicating  that  no 
doubt  could  exist  of  the  character  of  its  outline.  The  stricture  was  in- 
cised exactly  at  the  point  calculated,  the  parallel  lines  indicating  where 
the  impression  of  the  two  incisions,  seen  in  the  small  figure,  correspond 
with  the  original  impression. 

At  8  is  seen  the  last  impression  of  these  and  subsequent  incisions ; 
three  days  after  which,  the  canal  was  entirely  pervious.  These  are  from 
the  second  case  detailed  below. 

7,  9,  are  given  as  good  impressions  of  curious  strictures. 

The  following  are  two  cases  of  bad  strictures  which  had  resisted  pre- 
vious treatment.  1  believe  the  success  attending  their  ultimate  treat- 
ment to  be  due  to  the  assistance  derived  from  the  gutta  percha.  They 
are  here  detailed  as  the  first  cases  subjected  to  this  treatment,  and  they 
were  examined  by  various  professional  gentlemen  from  different  parts 
of  the  country,  who  happened  to  visit  the  Hospital  during  the  summer  of 
1848,  and  an  account  of  them  was  read  to  the  Boston  Society  for  Medi- 
cal Improvement  soon  after  their  occurrence. 

Obstinate  Traumatic  Stricture,  with  Fistula  behind  Scrotum.   

 ,  ast.  38.  Patient  has  had  gonorrhoea  many  times — last  time  four  years 

ago.  In  1832,  after  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  great  difficulty  in  micturition. 
Again  in  1837  had  a  similar  attack. 

June  I,  1848. — Eighteen  months  ago,  fell  astride  of  the  rail  of  a 
ship  ;  was  made  insensible,  and  afterwards  had  much  difficulty  in  urinat- 
ing, and  passed  bloody  urine.  Last  July,  after  much  difficulty  in  mic- 
turition, a  swelling  formed  in  perineum,  just  behind  scrotum,  opened 
externally,  and  through  the  opening  pus  and  urine  escaped  together. 
Urine  has  flowed  more  or  less  in  this  way  since. 

Now,  penis  and  scrotum  swollen  ;  the  scrotum  quite  dense,  firm,  en- 
larged and  thickened,  especially  at  posterior  part. 

Just  behind  scrotum  is  a  small  red  eminence  which  marks  the  entrance 
of  a  fistula,  from  which  urine  drops  at  every  emission. 

The  smallest  sized  catheter  passes  through  a  stricture  just  before  the 
scrotum,  but  is  arrested  about  two  and  a  half  inches  farther  by  a  stric- 
ture into  which  it  passes  about  half  an  inch. 

Has  had  much  fruitless  treatment  with  instruments  before  entering  the 
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house,  and  is  sure  none  have  ever  entered  bladder  until  about  a  month 
ago,  when  a  small  steel  wire  was  passed  twice  or  three  times  by  the  pa- 
tient himself,  and  which  was  followed  by  much  constitutional  irritation. 

Patient  states  that  he  is  unable  now  to  discover  this  canal,  to  which 
chance  directed  the  instrument.  In  the  course  of  several  explorations,  I 
succeeded  in  passing  the  wire  once  ;  but  the  mass  was  dense  and  carti- 
laginous to  the  feel,  and  it  was  evident  that  nothing  could  be  gained 
except  by  consecutive  dilatation  ;  which  it  was  impossible  to  adopt,  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  of  entering  the  stricture,  without  protracted 
and  irritating  manipulation.  This  was  a  stricture  of  the  worst  class,  oc- 
cupying a  long  and  dense  cicatrix,  and  complicated  both  with  a  false 
passage  at  its  entrance,  which  was  liable  to  engage  the  bougie,  and  with 
an  old  fistulous  sinus. 

June  3d. — An  impression  of  the  stricture  was  taken  with  engravers' 
wax  ;  but  this  being  unsatisfactory  in  its  indications,  the  gutta  percha 
was  tried  the  next  day,  and  yielded  from  the  orifice  of  the  stricture,  one 
of  the  three  first  impressions  of  which  a  sketch  is  given.  In  the  course 
of  the  week,  as  the  patient  was  able  to  bear  the  treatment,  the  false  spu# 
was  removed  from  the  bougie,  as  seen  in  the  sketch,  and  the  rod,  guided 
by  the  flattened  head,  was  passed  into  the  true  canal. 

On  the  16th,  by  the  same  guide,  incisions  were  made  with  Ratier's 
instrument  ;  and  on  the  23d,  three  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  treat- 
ment, a  small  silver  catheter  was  easily  passed  into  the  bladder  and  left 
there. 

July  6th,  the  patient  was  able  to  retain  a  medium-sized  flexible  bou- 
gie for  an  hour  or  two  without  pain. 

15th. — "  Now  introduces,  and  wears  with  ease,  a  No.  11  flexible  ca- 
theter."   The  last  impression  is  seen  in  the  plate. 

At  this  time  he  suffered  from  a  severe  constitutional  attack.  Pain  in 
the  scrotum,  with  swelling — general  heat — pulse  100 — tongue  furred. 
On  the  second  day,  anorexia  and  nausea — pulse  116.  Not  relieved  by 
an  emetic.  On  the  third  day,  pulse  160 — much  nausea.  Being  unable 
to  discover  other  local  difficulty,  after  careful  exploration  of  the  viscera 
and  functions,  and  the  patient  looking  badly,  I  determined  to  divide  the 
scrotum  on  its  posterior  aspect ;  which  was  done.  The  patient  being 
etherized  and  placed  as  for  lithotomy,  and  with  the  valuable  assistance  of 
Dr.  Townsend,  a  grooved  staff  was  passed  into  the  bladder,  and  an  incision 
about  three  and  a  half  or  four  inches  long  was  made  in  the  perineum, 
through  the  thickened  callus,  until,  at  the  depth  of  nearly  three  inches, 
the  sound  was  exposed  and  the  urethra  divided  to  some  extent,  and  nearly 
as  far  as  the  bladder,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing,  if  possible,  the  internal 
orifice  of  the  old  fistula.  The  source  of  the  constitutional  trouble  ap- 
peared in  a  small  collection  of  pus  in  the  heart  of  the  callus  and  quite 
near  the  urethra.  During  the  three  succeeding  days  the  pulse  was 
successively  128,  120,  90,  with  returning  appetite  and  corresponding 
improvement  in  appearance. 

From  this  time  the  patient  steadily  improved.  Ointments,  fomenta- 
tions and  poultices,  compression  and  bandages,  were  applied  as  indicated, 
the  patient  soon  taking  into  his  own  hands  the  treatment  by  bougies,  of 
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which  he  wore  or  passed  with  ease  the  larger  sizes,  until  in  November 
the  urine  flowed  in  a  good  stream,  with  a  drop  or  two  from  the  perineum 
once  in  two  or  three  days.  The  patient  left  the  hospital,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  with  a  bougie  to  gang;*  occasionally  the  calibre  of  his  urethra, 
and  much  gratified  with  his  improved  condition. 

Stricture  of  the  Cavernous  Portion,  with  Fistula.  ,  act.  12. 

"  Reports  that  after  exposure  to  cold  eleven  years  ago,  stricture  was  first 
troublesome.  A  year  ago,  after  another  severe  exposure,  stricture  again 
came  on,  and  was  treated  with  bougies.  Five  months  ago  suffered  from 
retention  of  urine,  and  at  this  time  a  fistula  was  formed  below  the  stric- 
ture, through  which  most  of  the  urine  has  since  escaped." 

Sept.  20,  1848. — "  Now  a  fistula  exists  at  the  right  side  of  the  scro- 
tum, of  considerable  size.    Urine  passes  chiefly  through  this  passage." 

2 1 st. — "  A  gutta  percha  bougie  was  passed,  which  retained,  ou  being 
withdrawn,  the  perfect  form  of  the  stricture." 

This  impression,  numbered  6  in  the  plate,  was  twice  taken  at  the  in-, 
terval  of  two  days,  leaving  no  doubt  of  its  accuracy  ;  and  exhibits  a 
minute  prolongation  like  the  head  of  a  snake,  indicating  an  almost  com- 
plete obliteration  of  the  canal. 

From  this  period  till  the  end  of  the  month  the  stricture  was  several 
times  incised,  and  a  number  of  impressions  taken,  the  first  of  which, 
with  two  incisions,  is  represented  at  No.  6  bis ;  while  the  last  is  given  at 
No.  8,  showing  how  large  a  calibre  the  canal  had  then  attained.  The 
stream  of  urine  was  now  tolerably  free,  while  the  dribbling  of  the  fistula 
had  decreased  ;  and  the  canal  being  somewhat  sore  at  the  incised  portion, 
1  forebore  at  this  time  to  pass  an  instrument  into  the  bladder.  A  few 
days  after,  my  friend  Dr.  Warren,  Jr.,  who  at  this  time  succeeded  me  in 
the  charge  of  the  ward,  informed  me  that  an  instrument  had  readily 
passed  the  former  strictures  into  the  bladder. 

In  the  course  of  three  weeks  the  patient  left'  the  hospital  with  a  canal 
of  good  diameter,  and  provided  with  a  flexible  bougie  for  his  own  use. 
The  fistula  was  not  entirely  healed,  yet  no  urine  passed  by  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  old  fistula?  in  the  urethra  rarely  heal.    On  the  | 
other  hand,  the  stricture  which  accompanies  and  produces  them  is  capa- 
ble of  causing  infinite  mischief.     A  case  of  this  sort  occurred  to  me  while 
the  above  cases  were  under  treatment.  f 

A  patient,  about  45  years  of  age,  had  a  stricture  of  a  number  of  years 
standing.  Exposure  aggravated  it,  with  retention.  The  urethra  burst 
behind  the  scrotum,  and  when  I  saw  him  on  the  filth  day,  the  penis  and 
scrotum  were  tumefied  and  gangrenous.  A  little  oedema  only  existed 
about  and  above  Poupart's  ligament ;  yet  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  incise, 
besides  the  former  regions,  the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  on  both  sides. 
Much  urine  escaped  from  the  scrotum  and  cellular  tissue  of  the  penis, 
while  that  of  the  abdomen  appeared  healthy  in  the  course  of  an  oblique 
incision  in  each  iliac  region  three  or  four  inches  in  length,  and  as  deep 
as  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique.  Yet  a  few  days  sufficed  to  show 
that  here,  also,  the  cellular  membrane  beneath  the  superficial  fascia  was 
infiltrated  with  urine,  for  an  apron  of  slough  was  soon  formed  between 
skin  and  muscle,  as  high  as  the  navel  and  laterally  backward,  discharg- 
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ing  profusely  pus  with  urine;  and  the  patient  succumbed  on  the  seven- 
teenth day. 

Both  the  first  were  cases  of  obstinate  stricture  of  lone  duration. 
Both  had  undergone  protracted  treatment  without  success  ;  the  former 
in  two  hospitals  ;  and  the  voluntary  attestations  of  both,  inasmuch  as 
patients  with  old  strictures  usually  get  to  be  in  some  measure  connois- 
seurs of  local  treatment,  may  be  considered  as  having  some  weight  in. 
favor  of  the  facility  and  efficacy  of  the  treatment  by  gutta  percha. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

BY  EDWARD   WARREN",  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  a  former  volume  of  the  Medical  Journal.  I  sjave  some  account  of  two 
cases  of  Inflammation  of  the  Uterus,  occasioned  in  some  degree  by  men- 
tal causes.  The  following  case  seemed  to  be  the  result  in  part  of  sym- 
pathetic action,  and  in  part  of  catarrh. 

1  visited  Mrs.   on  Sunday,  about  six  weeks  after  her  confine- 
ment, which  took  place  in  a  neighboring  town.  I  was  informed  that 
she  had  suffered  greatly  from  the  state  of  her  breasts,  especially  the  left 
breast  ;  cold  applications  had  been  used,  and  the  milk  dried  up  on  that 
side.  Two  days  before  I  saw  her,  the  weather  being  pleasant,  she  went 
out  for  the  first  time.  She  was  not  so  well  in  the  evening  after  it :  but 
the  next  day  she  rode  about  six  miles  to  her  mother's.  In  the  evening, 
pain  came  on  in  the  abdomen,  and  continued  at  intervals  through  the 
night,  and  increased  to  the  time  that  I  saw  her,  about  *2,  P.  M. 

She  had  the  livid  appearance  of  a  person  in  the  collapsed  stage  of 
cholera  ;  pulse  small  and  rapid,  with  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  but 
there  was  no  vomiting  and  no,  alvine  evacuations.  The  pain  was  con- 
fined to  the  uterus,  directly  over  which  there  was  great  tenderness  ;  but 
none  elsewhere. 

For  the  immediate  relief  of  the  pain,  I  gave  her  forty-five  drops  of 
laudanum  :  and  this  was  succeeded  by  about  fifteen  grains  of  calomel. 
Warm  fomentations  were  applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen. 

I  saw  her  again  about  5.  P.  M.  I  found  the  pain  had  been  relieved 
by  the  laudanum  ;  but,  vomiting  had  come  on  and  continued.  I  gave 
her  now  a  scruple  of  ipecac,  with  five  grains  of  calomel.  I  have  great 
confidence  in  ipecac,  as  an  anti-emetic.  In  common  cases  of  continued 
vomiting.  I  have  never  found  it  fail  to  remove  this  symptom,  after  one  or 
two  gentle  operations.  It  relieves  the  stomach  from  offending  matter, 
produces  an  altered  action  of  the  minute  vessels  of  the  stomach,  and  in- 
creases the  activity  of  the  excernents.  Its  power  in  all  these  respects 
is  greatly  increased  by  the  addition  of  calomel,  which  seldom  fails  trisd 
to  secure  an  alvine  evacuation. 

I  visited  her  again  at  7.  P.  M.  I  found  her  countenance  greatly  im- 
proved, the  pulse  was  better  :  the  vomiting  had  ceased  ;  and  she  was 
free  from  nausea.  Some  pain  remained,  but  was  quieted  by  ten  drops 
of  laudanum.    I  directed  that  if  there  was  any  return  of  pain,  a  blister 
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should  be  applied,  and  an  injection  given,  composed  of  oatmeal  gruel, 
with  a  table  spoonful  of  oil  of  turpentine. 

I  saw  her  again  at  10,  P.  M.,  and  found  her  more  comfortable. 

Monday  morning. — I  found  her  appearance  considerably  changed. 
Countenance  brighter,  a  good  deal  flushed.  Pulse  about  100,  full  and 
hard.  Pain  in  uterine  region  much  less,  but  the  pain  and  tenderness  have 
now  extended  over  the  whole  abdomen,  which  is  full,  hard  and  tympa- 
nitic. She  has  much  pain  and  difficulty  in  passing  urine.  I  directed 
fomentations  to  the  bo\Vels  ;  and  a  solution  of  Epsom  salts  ; — to  be  re- 
peated if  necessary.  Two  doses  containing  half  an  ounce  in  each  were 
given  without  effect.  In  the  evening  the  enema  with  oil  of  turpentine 
was  administered,  and  operated  well.  She  took  a  pill  containing  about 
two-thirds  of  a  grain  of  opium  about  9,  P.  M.  ;  after  which  she  passed  a 
comfortable  night. 

Tuesday  morning. — Better.  Pulse  slower  ;  less  pain  in  abdomen. 
There  is  now  great  soreness  and  difficulty  of  turning  in  bed.  I  directed 
a  febrifuge  mixture,  and  an  opium  pill  at  night ;  fomentations  to  be 
repeated  if  necessary.  Also  spirits  of  nitrous  ether,  if  the  difficulty' of 
passing  water  continues. 

Wednesday. — Doing  well.  The  difficulty  of  passing  water  has  been 
relieved  by  the  spirits  of  nitre  and  warm  applications.  Has  now  some 
pain  in  left  breast  ;  but  has  milk  in  the  right,  and  can  nurse  her  child  on 
that  side. 

Thursday. — Fulness  and  tenderness  of  abdomen  greatly  subsided. 
Soreness  less.  Right  breast  very  painful.  I  directed  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk  to  the  breast.  The  bowels  being  costive.  1  administered  com- 
pound infusion  of  senna.    Opium  pill  at  night  continued. 

Friday. — Abscess  of  right  breast  broke  this  morning,  and  discharged, 
according  to  account,  full  a  pint  of  pus. 

From  this  time  her  health  improved,  and  she  gradually  became  well 
enough  to  sit  up  and  go  about  the  house.  The  breast  continued,  how- 
ever, to  discharge  for  some  weeks.    The  poultices  were  continued. 

The  patient,  in  this  case,  presented,  on  my  first  visit,  the  worst  aspect 
that  I  ever  witnessed  in  one  who  recovered — very  much  worse  than  in 
either  of  the  cases  which  1  formerly  reported,  and  in  which  the  recove- 
ries were  much  slower.  If  there  ever  is  a  case  which  requires  the  most 
prompt  and  decided  treatment,  it  is  such  a  one  as  this.  I  adapted  the 
treatment  to  the  symptoms.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  on  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  inflammation  in  the  breast,  probably,  her  physician  directed 
cold  applications.  These  were  subsequently  resorted  to  by  the  patient  her- 
self to  "  scatter  the  milk,"  as  the  breast  continued  troublesome.  Pus  had 
undoubtedly  formed  at  this  time  ;  and  the  absorption  of  pus  may  have 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree  occasioned  the  subsequent  disorder.  After  the 
febrile  symptoms  were  relieved,  there  was  comparatively  little  inflamma- 
tion in  the  breast,  and  not  sufficient  to  account  for  the  formation  of  so 
much  purulent  matter.  During  the  continuance  of  the  uterine  and  peri- 
toneal inflammation  there  was  no  symptom  of  inflammation  in  the  breast, 
and  the  speedy  breaking  of  the  tumor  and  discharge  of  so  much  matter 
gave  me  much  surprise. 
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Another  subject  of  remark  is,  that  as  the  milk  did  not  entirely  stop 
in  the  left  breast,  I  allowed  the  child  to  nurse  nearly  every  day  except 
the  first,  as  it  appeared  to  suffer  no  evil  from  doing  so  ;  and  I  con- 
sidered it  important  to  have  the  milk  drawn  off.  It  was  a  healthy  infant, 
and  continued  so. 

This  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  nurses  and  mothers,  who  suppose  that 
the  child  imbibes  all  the  diseases  of  the  mother  in  its  milk.  I  believe, 
however,  that  nature  is  the  best  guide,  and,  if  the  mother  is  capable  of 
nursing,  and  the  child  does  not  object  to  nurse,  no  great  evil  will  ensue. 
Still,  I  consider  it  important  to  watch  the  effect  upon  the  infant,  and 
if  it  appears  to  injure  it,  to  withhold  it  from  the  breast.  I  believe  that 
the  infant  will  generally  run  much  more  risk  from  the  feeding  employed 
as  a  substitute,  than  from  its  mother's  milk,  even  when  she  is  unwell. 
Of  course  there  are  cases  when  the  child  must  be  withheld  on  account 
of  the  situation  of  its  mother,  and  the  fatigue  which  nursing  would  pro- 
duce ;  but  in  others,  as  in  the  case  above  recorded,  this  is  the  least  of 
two  evils.  The  fatigue  of  nursing  was  a  less  evil  than  that  of  having 
the  milk  remain  in  the  breast. 


TARTAR-EMETIC  AND  OPIUM  TO  INFANTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  your  remarks  on  Dr.  Beck's  Infant  Therapeutics,  you  allude 
to  the  frequent  use  of  tartar-emetic  and  opium  by  New  England  mothers 
for  young  infants.  I,  for  one,  rejoice  that  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Beck  has 
been  willing  to  investigate  and  portray  the  evils  of  using  these  "  Samp- 
sons" of  the  materia  medica,  so  common  in  the  nursery.  Not  a  com- 
munity, probably,  in  this  Commonwealth,  but  can  bring  out  facts  to  prove 
that  opium  in  some  form  will  certainly  put  a  quietus — yes,  a  final  quietus 
— to  the  crying  babe  !  Several  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  reported 
to  me.  And  I  view  tartar-emetic  as  little  less  dangerous.  We  all  know 
the  tendency  of  tartar-emetic,  when  externally  employed,  to  produce 
eruptions  and  ulcerations.  And  why  not  produce  a  similar  ulceration, 
upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels  ?  I  fear  that  many  of  the 
bowel  complaints  and  chronic  diarrhoeas  of  children  could  be  traced  to 
the  frequent  use  of  antimonial  wine  given  to  allay  fever  or  relieve  a  com- 
mon cough  from  cold. 

A  case  fell  under  my  observation  a  few  years  since,  which  is  to  the 
point.  A  child,  about  3  years  old,  of  robust,  healthy  appearance,  was 
subject  to  asthma.  To  relieve  the  turns  of  wheezing,  the  physician  left 
a  solution  of  antimony,  with  directions  to  give  frequent  doses  until  the 
child  vomited  freely.  This,  for  a  time,  operated  well ;  but  the  dose  was 
enlarged,  yet  no  emesis  could  be  produced.  True  to  the  directions,  the 
mother  repeated  the  dose  so  frequently,  that  hyper -catharsis  and  general 
prostration  began  to  alarm  the  parents  for  the  safety  of  the  child.  I  was 
sent  for,  and  found  him  in  articulo  mortis.  This  dysentery,  as  they 
termed  it,  had  been  running  for  some  days.  He  was  now  insensible, 
sphincter  ani  perfectly  relaxed,  surface  cool  and  moist,  constant  rolling  of 


18 


Inflammation  of  the  Fauces  and  Glottis. 


the  head,  livid  countenance,  indicating  that  the  brain  was  suffering  and 
death  at  hand.  He  died  within  a  few  hours — his  death  evidently  caused 
by  the  too  free  use  of  antimony.  Yours,         N.  B.  Pickett. 

Great  Harrington,  Ms.,  Jan.  29,  1849. 


INFLAMMATION   OF    THE    FAUCES   AND  GLOTTIS,  RESULTING  IN 
COMPLETE  OBSTRUCTION  OF  RESPIRATION— TRACHEOTOMY. 

BY  J.  B.  HERRICK,  51. D.,  DEMONSTRATOR  OF  ANATOMY  IN    RUSH  MED.  COLLEGE. 

I  was  called,  at  2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  Aug.  8,  1847,  to  visit  Frederick 
P.,  aet.  4  years.  The  father  of  the  patient — who  railed  me — seemed 
much  alarmed  ;  and,  upon  entering  his  house,  1  found  his  fears  well 
grounded.  The  respiration  of  the  child,  which  was  so  difficult  and  la- 
bored as  not  to  permit  him  to  assume  any  hut  the  erect  position,  could 
be  heard  distinctly  in  distant  apartments  of  the  dwelling,  and  seemed  to 
threaten  immediate  suffocation. 

From  the  parents,  1  learned  the  following  history  of  the  case.  About 
three  weeks  previously,  they  had  noticed  that  the  child  manifested  a 
sensation  of  pain  when  he  swallowed  portions  of  solid  food  ;  subse- 
quently, a  swelling  appeared  about  the  angles  and  base  of  the  lower 
jaw  ;  and  still  more  recently,  difficulty  of  breathing- had  been  superadded, 
which  latter  symptom  had  existed  ten  days,  and  had  been  slowly  but 
constantly  increasing  in  seventy,  especially  during  each  night.  The 
excuse  given  by  the  parents  for  not  calling  aid  sooner  was,  that  "  they 
had  suspected  the  malady  to  be  mumps,  and  thought  their  child  would 
recover  without  medical  aid."  I  found  the  patient  in  a  high  state  of 
febrile  excitement,  with  a  swelling  of  the  glands,  similar  in  appearance, 
externally,  to  what  would  occur  in  a  well-marked  case  of  cynanche  paro- 
tidea.  Upon  examining  the  mouth,  1  found  the  parts  from  and  including 
the  anterior  palatine  pillars  and  uvula,  and  extending  as  far  back  as  I 
could  discern,  highly  inflamed  and  much  swollen  ;  the  uvula  and  anterior 
illars  so  much  so  as  to  make  the  opening  to  the  fauces  quite  small, 
at  once  supposed  the  difficulty  to  be  an  abscess,  or  the  lodgement  of 
some  foreign  body,  at  the  root  of  the  tongue,  and  accordingly  introduced 
my  finger  to  detect  it.  I  could,  however,  find  nothing,  and  so  far  as  the 
exploration  could  be  carried,  the  swelling  seemed  to  be  general  and  uni- 
form ;  even  the  tonsils  did  not  assume  more  than  a  proportionate  amount 
of  the  enlargement,  to  lead  one  to  suspect  them  of  having  been  the  pri- 
mary seat  of  the  affection. 

The  epiglottis  and  rima  glottidis — although  the  examination  added  so 
much  to  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  as  of  necessity  to  be  made  hastily 
and  imperfectly — were  found  involved  in  such  a  state  of  inflammation 
and  enlargement,  as,  together  with  physical  signs,  to  leave  no  further 
doubt  of  the  cause  of  the  present  urgent  symptoms. 

1  commenced  my  course  of  treatment  by  scarifying  the  engorged  parts  ; 
took  a  liberal  quantity  of  blood  from  the  temporal  artery  ;  gave  an 
emetic  of  tart,  ant.,  which  had  a  good  effect,  and  applied  fomentations 
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over  the  seat  of  the  inflammation.  A  slight  amelioration  resulted  from 
these  remedies.  I  returned  home,  after  prescribing  fomentations,  and  a 
solution  of  tart.  ant.  to  be  given  in  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  slight 
nausea. 

Returning  again,  after  a  few  hours,  I  found  my  patient  so  much  worse 
that  1  thought  proper  to  inform  the  parents  that  tracheotomy  offered  the 
only  possible  chance  for  relief.  I  explained  to  them  the  nature  of  the 
operation,  and  the  uncertainty  of  its  success.  The  case  had  now  become 
so  evidently  critical  that  they  readily  gave  their  consent,  and  even  urged 
me  to  hasten  its  performance,  when  they  saw  their  child  convulsed,  and 
in  the  agonies  of  approaching  death  from  suffocation.  The  operation 
was  gone  through  with  in  the  ordinary  manner  without  any  untoward 
occurrence,  save  the  escape  of  a  small  quantity  of  venous  blood  into 
the  trachea,  which  was  expelled  by  a  few  efforts  at  coughing  as  soon  as 
the  canula  was  inserted.  The  relief  was  immediate  and  most  gratifying. 
The  convulsions  ceased  as  soon  as  air  was  freely  admitted  to  the  lungs, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  patient  fell  into  a  quiet  slumber.  He  was 
suffered  to  remain  for  several  hours  without  being  disturbed  by  the  use 
of  any  other  remedies. 

I  then  directed  a  powder  every  third  hour,  composed  of  two  grains  of 
calomel,  and  one  of  ipecac. ,.  until  three  were  given  ;  to  be  followed  by  a 
dose  of  castor  oil,  three  hours  after  the  last  powder.  During  the  forenoon 
of  the  next  day,  he  had  several  copious  dark  bilious  evacuations,  and  the 
febrile  symptoms  gradually  subsided,  so  that  on  the  day  following,  the 
little  fellow  was  so  much  better  that  he  began  to  realize  his  situation,  and 
was  so  chagrined  with  his  new  breathing  apparatus,  and  at  the  loss  of  his 
voice,  that  he  became  very  petulant,  and  could  not  be  controlled  by  his 
parents,  but  had,  during  the  remaining  time  he  was  under  treatment,  the 
liberty  of  the  house  and  yard  nearly  as  he  pleased. 

The  subsequent  treatment  consisted  in  the  use  of  a  low  diet ;  counter- 
irritation,  by  the  use  of  ung.  ant.  over  the  affected  parts,  and  the  daily 
application  of  a  solution  of  arg.  nit. — 8  grains  to  the  ounce — to  the  in- 
flamed surface. 

The  swelling  externally  gradually  subsided,  and,  at  the  expiration  of 
eight  days,  appeared  considerably  less  about  the  uvula  and  pillars  of  the 
palate ;  but  still  I  found,  by  closing  the  orifice  of  the  canula,  that  air  could 
not  pass  the  superior  opening  of  the  larynx,  and  the  removal  of  it  would 
have  resulted  in  instant  suffocation.  I  now  substituted  the  tinct.  of  iodine 
for  the  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  as  an  application  to  the  inflamed  sur- 
face, and  continued  the  counter-irritation  as  before. 

After  using  this  for  ten  days,  without  any  perceptible  improvement  in 
the  capacity  of  the  larynx  for  the  performance  of  its  functions,  the  use  of 
all  local  applications  was  discontinued.  I  now  excised  a  small  portion  of 
each  tonsil,  which  was  accomplished  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  appeared  but  slightly  enlarged,  not  sufficiently  to  obstruct  respiration 
in  the  least.  By  this  means,  however,  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  ab- 
stracted from  near  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  was  doubtless  beneficial. 

I  then  directed  three  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium  every  third  hour 
till  twelve  grains  were  given.    This  prescription  was  repeated  for  six: 
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days  in  succession.  The  third  day  after  I  commenced  its  use,  I  was  grati- 
fied to  find,  by  the  return  of  the  voice,  when  the  orifice  of  the  canula 
was  closed,  that  the  case  was  improving  ;  and,  at  the  end  of  eight  days 
— twenty-six  days  after  the  operation — I  removed  the  tube,  and  closed 
the  artificial  opening  to  the  trachea  with  a  strip  of  adhesive  plaster.  The 
wound  healed  rapidly,  leaving  but  a  slight  eschar  ;  and  since  that  time,  the 
child  has  enjoyed  good  health,  and  the  larynx  and  trachea  have  perform- 
ed their  functions  perfectly. — North  Western  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 


DR..  GUGGKNBUHL'S  HOSPITAL   FOR  CRETINS. 

On  a  sunny  slope  of  the  Abendberg  (Berne),  at  an  elevation  of  between 
3000  and  4000  feet  above  the  sea  level,  resides  a  benevolent  member  of 
that  profession  which  has  produced  more  pure  philanthropists  than  any 
other — a  physician  who  has  devoted  his  existence  to  the  foundation  and 
conduct  of  an  establishment  for  the  cure  and  prevention  of  cretinism. 
When  it  is  known  that  hardly  any  country  in  Europe  is  free  from  cre- 
tinism— that,  far  from  being  confined  to  the  Alpine  valleys  which  inter- 
sect the  great  chain  that  forms  the  back-bone  of  Europe,  England  her- 
self, especially  in  her  south-western  counties,  is  by  no  means  exempt 
from  the  affliction — it  does  seem  surprising  that  the  first  special  estab- 
lishment for  its  scientific  treatment  should  have  been  founded  by  the 
exertions  of  an  individual  in  the  year  1840. 

It  was  at  that  time  that  Dr.  Guggenbuhl,  a  pupil  of  the  well-known 
Dr.  Schonlein,  of  Berlin,  determined  to  devote  his  life  and  energies  to 
the  redemption  of  these  lost  outcasts  of  humanity.  It  is  nearly  three 
quarters  of  a  century  since  Saussure  pointed  out,  that  cretinism  is  rarely, 
if  ever,  found  higher  than  an  altitude  of  3000  feet  above  the  sea.  Fur- 
ther observation,  and  some  partial  experiments,  have  since  proved  that 
even  temporary  removal  during  infancy  to  a  high  situation  on  the  moun- 
tains produces  at  least  temporary  improvement.  Dr.  Schausberger  has 
cited  cases  from  Pechlarn,  on  the  Danube,  in  which  healthy  parents 
who  came  to  settle  in  that  locality  had  thenceforward  only  cretin  child- 
ren— while  demi-cretin  parents  who  had  been  born  in  Pechlarn,  but  re- 
moved to  the  hills,  had  had  healthy  offspring.  Dr.  Fodere  has  carefully 
described  the  nature  of  the  localities  most  calculated  to  foster  it.  A  val- 
ley through  which  the  river  flows  slowly — where  the  hills  are  clothed 
with  a  rich  and  thick  verdure — where  the  habitations  are  surrounded  and 
overhung  by  fruit  trees — where  the  direction  and  position  of  the  valley 
is  such  as  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  sun's  rays,  and  to  be  sheltered 
from  sweeping  winds — where  marshes  still  further  contribute  to  increase 
the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere — such  a  spot  will  be  the  strong  hold 
of  cretinism.  It  would  seem  to  be  produced,  in  short,  by  breathing  a 
close,  warm,  damp  air.  The  removal  to  a  keen,  dry  mountain  air  is  the 
main  condition  for  successful  treatment. 

An  English  traveller  who  lately  examined  Dr.  Guggenbuhl's  establish- 
ment, thus  describes  his  visit  : — 
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"  On  reaching  the  open  door  of  the  modest  but  roomy  and  airy  build- 
ing, I  encountered  a  female  servant  with  a  cretin  infant  in  her  arms,  sent 
out  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  the  child  to  the  breezes  which  were 
sweeping  the  mountain  side.  Unannounced,  1  entered  a  large  upper 
room,  and  was  indeed  most  singularly  impressed  with  the  strange  scene 
which  presented  itself.  From  the  centre  of  the  ceiling  depended  a  cord, 
reaching  to  within  two  feet  or  so  of  the  floor,  and  furnished  at  the  end 
with  a  rounded  staff  about  18  inches  in  length.  This  was  a  contrivance 
to  enable  children  unable  or  unwilling  to  use  their  legs  to  take  exercise 
by  resting  their  hands  and  arms  on  the  staff,  and  thus  swinging  to  and 
fro.  An  unfortunate  creature,  a  female  cretine,  20  years  old,  was  thus 
swinging  herself  about  when  I  entered.  She  is  the  only  adult  in  the 
establishment.  She  was,  I  should  think,  between  two  and  three  feet 
high,  horribly  deformed,  and  though  able  to  move  about  without  aid, 
yet  evidently  she  did  so  with  difficulty.  Still  the  air  and  regimen  of  the 
AbenHberg  had  not  been  without  effect  even  in  this  far-gone  case.  The 
complexion  was  healthy  and  the  eye  bright.  She  had  sufficient  intellect 
to  go  and  come  as  she  was  bid — and  she  manifested  the  strongest  affec- 
tion towards  the  doctor.  In  one  corner  of  the  large  room  was  a  sort 
of  climbing  apparatus  for  exercising  and  strengthening  the  limbs  of  the 
children.  On  the  walls  were  a  variety  of  large  prints  and  representa- 
tions of  various  objects  calculated  to  engage  the  attention  and  exercise 
the  nascent  powers  of  discrimination.  In  one  part  was  a  table  covered 
with  a  variety  of  weeds,  apparently  recently  gathered  from  the  mountain 
side.  These  were  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  some  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced pupils  some  rudimental  notions  of  botany  and  vegetable  physiolo- 
gy. There  were  about  20  children  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the 
chamber,  of  various  ages  from  5  to  10.  The  younger  infants  were 
elsewhere.  All  these  were  more  or  less  manifestly  and  hideously  cretins. 
A  fearful  and  painful  sight !  and  yet  the  tokens  of  amelioration  and  pro- 
gress were  so  manifest,  the  beneficence  of  the  undertaking  so  palpable,  that 
to  the  reflective  mind  the  sight  ought  to  be  rather  gratifying  than  painful. 

"  In  the  midst  of  this  strange  school-room  I  found  the  doctor  walk- 
ing to  and  fro — superintending,  directing,  correcting,  instructing,  and, 
above  all,  conciliating  the  affection  of  his  unengaging  pupils  by  the  un- 
varying gentleness  and  kindness  of  his  manner.  He  received  me  with 
the  greatest  urbanity — was  evidently  pleased  at  a  stranger's  visit  to  the 
scene  of  his  obscure  but  most  valuable  labors — and  readily  entered  into 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  them.  He  examined  before  me  one  of 
his  most  promising  pupils,  a  now  apparently  healthy  lad  of  some  9  or 
10  years  old.  This  child  had  been  brought  to  the  establishment  wrhen 
between  2  and  3  years  old,  in  a  state  of  rapidly  progressing  cretinism — 
and  if  left  in  his  native  valley  would  have  become  an  utterly  lost  creature 
in  body  and  mind.  A  number  of  questions  were  put  to  him  by  the  doc- 
tor on  subjects  connected  with  natural  history.  He  began  with  simple 
notions  of  the  appearance  of  the  mountains,  of  the  nature  of  their  cov- 
ering of  snow,  of  the  temperature  on  their  heights,  he.  The  doctor  as- 
sured me  that  his  experience  proved  to  him  that  the  explanation — even 
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somewhat  comparatively  abstruse — of  what  meets  the  eye,  constitutes 
the  food  most  easily  taken  by  the  newly-awakened  mental  powers. 

"  We  then  proceeded  to  view  the  other  parts  of  the  establishment,  in- 
cluding ample  bathing  accommodation,  and  a  magnetico-electric  machine 
arranged  for  passing  a  current  of  electric  fluid  through  the  bodies  of  the 
patients  when  in  the  bath — a  practice  which  Dr.  Guggenbuhl  stated  he 
had  found  most  serviceable  in  assisting  the  process  of  quickening  the  tor- 
pid vital  energies.  As  we  completed  our  round,  the  bell  rang  at 
mid-day  for  dinner,  and  the  doctor  pressed  me  kindly  to  dine  with  him 
and  his  family,  and  his  patients.  I  would  have  done  so  had  I  not  been 
expected  back  by  friends  at  lnterlacken.  As  it  was,  I  left  this  admira- 
ble man — who,  in  the  prime  and  spring-tide  of  his  life,  has  devoted  his 
entire  existence  to  the  obscure  and  cheerless  task  of  passing  his  monoto- 
nous days  far  from  all  social  intercourse,  amid  a  class  of  beings  from  the 
passing  sight  of  whom  other  men  turn  with  disgust  and  shuddering,  for 
the  pure  love  of  humanity  and  the  strong  desire  to  benefit  his  fellow 
creatures — with  feelings  of  the  liveliest  admiration  and  esteem." 

The  governments  of  Switzerland  have  not  shown  themselves  insensi- 
ble to  the  interest  w  hich  it  behoves  them  to  take  in  the  question.  Berne, 
from  the  first  opening  of  Dr.  GuggenbuhPs  establishment,  aecorded  him 
a  yearly  subsidy  of  600  francs.  Fribourg,  Valais  and  St.  Gall  send 
children  to  him  at  the  cost  of  their  respective  cantons,  and  two  infants 
are  sent  from  Neufchatel. — London  Athenceum. 


MENSTRUATION   A   NATURAL  FUNCTION. 

FROM  THE  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  OF  PROF.  G.  S.  BEDFORD,  OF    THE    UNIVERSITY  OF 

NEW  YORK. 

A  common  error,  I  think,  in  practice,  is  to  lose  sight  of  the  important 
fact  that  menstruation  is  a  natural  function  ;  as  much  so,  indeed,  as 
respiration,  digestion,  or  any  of  the  other  numerous  functions  more  or 
less  directly  connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  economy.  On  what, 
in  truth,  does  menstruation  depend  ?  Certainly  not  on  the  develop- 
ment of  the  womb  ;  but  essentially  and  exclusively  on  the  maturity  of 
the  ovaries  ;  these  are  the  female  organs  of  generation,  and  hence  the 
propriety  of  calling  them  the  testes  muliebres.  Suppose  a  young  girl 
should  have  attained  her  13th  or  14th  year  of  age — the  period  at  which 
this  function  usually  shows  itself  for  the  first  time  in  our  climate — and 
she  should  not  menstruate.  The  presumption  is  that  her  friends  .would 
become  apprehensive  that  something  was  wrong,  and  your  advice  would 
most  probably  be  solicited.  If  you  were  careless  and  suffered  your 
judgment  to  be  controlled  by  the  uneasiness  of  the  parent,  the  course  of 
conduct  you  would  pursue  under  the  circumstances,  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  predict.  The  idea  which  generally  pervades  the  mind  of 
the  mother,  and  of  those  to  whom  the  direction  of  female  youth  is  commit- 
ted, is  this  :  the  system,  they  say,  is  too  weak  ;  it  has  not  power  to  bring 
about  this  important  change.  Hence,  the  treatment  consists  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  powerful  emmenagogue  medicines  ;  iron,  and  the  various 
tonics  are  also  freely  employed  ;  and  the  poor  child,  after  having  been 
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subjected  to  this  empirical  practice  for  months,  not  only  derives  no  bene- 
fit, but  frequently  finds  her  system  shattered,  and  often,  too,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  reaction.  There  are,  1  admit,  rases  in  w  hich  it  may  become 
necessary  for  vou  to  stimulate  the  sluggish  condition  of  the  system  :  but 
these  cases,  in  my  judgment,  are  to  be  viewed  more  in  the  light  of  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule,  than  as  guides  for  general  practice.  When 
the  menstrual  function  does  not  appear  at  the  ordinary  period  in  the  young 
girl,  its  absence  may  usually  be  ascribed  to  one  of  three  causes  :  1st.  Im- 
perforate os  tincae.  2d.  Imperforate  hymen.  3d.  Defective  physical  or- 
ganization of  the  ovaries;  or,  in  other  words,  a  want  of  maturity  in  these 
bodies.  The  first  two  causes  merit  the  gravest  consideration  of  the  prac- 
titioner, for  they  have,  in  eluding  his  vigilance,  sometimes  inflicted  the  se- 
verest wounds  on  character,  and  brought  ruin  on  immaculate  purity.  If, 
however,  the  non-appearance  of  the  function  be  due  to  defective  organi- 
zation, or  want  of  maturity  in  the  ovaries,  this  result  is  at  once  indicated 
by  the  general  appearance  of  the  girl.  She  is.  in  fact,  but  a  child  ;  her 
physical  appearance  presents  nothing  of  that  fulness,  and  has  undergone 
none  of  those  changes,  so  perfectly  characteristic  of  the  advent  of  men- 
struation, and  so  directly  dependent  on  the  maturity  of  the  ovaries.  In 
the  absence,  therefore,  of  these  physical  developments  of  the  system,  you 
may,  in  almost  every  case,  impute  them  to  tardiness  on  the  part  of  Nature 
in  bringing  these  bodies  to  the  usual  state  of  maturity.  If  this  reasoning 
be  correct,  the  indication  is  obviously  not  to  force  Nature  by  drugging  the 
frail  system  of  the  girl  ;  but  to  place  the  latter  under  all  the  influences 
which  common  sense  tells  us  are  the  best  calculated  to  aid  in  accomplish- 
ing the  desired  object.  These  influences  will  consist  in  improving  the  di- 
gestive functions,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  generous  diet,  cheerful  compa- 
ny, &ic.  Why,  let  me  ask,  does  the  infant  walk  ?  Is  it  not  that  its  or- 
gans of  locomotion  are  sufficiently  developed  to  sustain  the  weight  of  the 
body,  and  thus  afford  it  the  means  of  progression  :  AY  hat  would  you 
think  of  the  physician  who,  in  the  absence  of  this  development,  should  at- 
tempt to  accomplish  locomotion  through  the  agency  of  medicine?  And 
yet  there  would  be  nothing  more  absurd  in  such  eribrls.  than  the  attempt 
to  induce  menstruation  before  the  ovaries  have  attained  the  necessarv  de- 
gree of  maturity.  This  tardiness  on  the  part  of  nature  may  be  due  to 
several  causes  ;  we  know  very  well  how  remarkably  the  menstrual  func- 
tion is  influenced  by  climate,  race,  education,  mode  of  life,  he:  to  these 
may  be  added  the  influence  of  certain  peculiarities  of  constitution.  These 
latter  demand  the  special  attention  of  the  practitioner. 
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Structure  and  Diseases  of  Sheep. — Through  the  kindness  of  a  valued 
correspondent  in  New  York,  we  have  been  furnished  with  a  ropy  of  a 
compact  volume  by  Henry  J.  Canfield.  of  Can  field,  Mahoning  Co.,  Ohio, 
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on  the  breeds,  management,  structure  and  diseases  of  a  very  useful  ani- 
mal. It  is  by  no  means  beneath  the  dignity  of  any  man  to  propose  mea- 
sures for  improving  breeds  of  domestic  animals  that  administer  directly  to 
the  comfort  of  society  ;  and  it  should  be  regarded  as  the  evidence  of  a 
refined  humanity  to  endeavor  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  the  brute 
creation.  That  excellent  and  well-known  oculist  of  New  York,  Dr.  W. 
C.  Wallace,  whose  approval  of  this  work  shows  that  philosophers  and  all 
persons  of  intelligence  are  likely  to  be  gratified  with  the  able  undertaking 
of  Mr.  Can  field,  thus  expresses  himself  in  a  note  under  date  of  Jan.  11th. 

'*  The  author  is  not  a  member  of  the  profession,  yet  he  has  handled  the 
medical  portion  of  the  work  very  ably.  He  recommends  sulphate  of  lime 
as  a  remedy  for  the  rot,  and  has  been  successful  in  the  management  of  his 
own  sheep.  The  small  doses  in  which  the  remedy  is  given,  and  the  latter 
being  well  diffused  through  the  food,  prevents  its  setting  as  might  at  first  be 
imagined.  The  existence  of  sulphur  in  hair,  is  demonstrated  by  the  effect  of 
leaden  hair  dyes,  which  darken  the  hair  and  whiskers,  but  leave  the  skin  un- 
colored.  Should  sheep  be  pastured  in  a  soil  deficient  in  sulphur,  the  supply 
necessary  for  the  large  quantity  of  wool  will  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
other  structures,  and  occasion  constitutional  derangement.  The  solulio 
muriatis  calcis  of  the  older  pharmacopmias  is  essentially  given  by 
the  mixture  of  salt,  gypsum  and  chalk,  and  is  a  good  deobstruent.  On  the 
whole,  the  work  evinces  great  research  and  experiment,  as  well  as  good 
sound  sense." 

If  some  person  possessing  scientific  qualifications,  would  present  the 
community  a  treatise  on  horses,  which  could  be  understood  without  a 
library  of  dictionaries,  it  would  be  of  immense  service.  There  is  not  a 
country  on  earth,  probably,  where  that  faithful  servant  of  man,  the  horse, 
is  so  shamefully  prescribed  for  when  sick,  as  in  this  section  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  actually  killed  by  scores  through  the  rough,  irrational 
course  of  dosing  them  when  suffering  from  disease.  It  is  quite  time  that 
a  competent  writer,  like  the  one  who  has  done  such  good  service  for 
the  sheep,  should  commence  a  reformation  in  this  long-neglected  field  of 
practice,  the  value  of  which  could  not  be  calculated  by  dollars  and  cents. 


Epidemic  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis. — S.  Ames,  M.D.,  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  is  the  author  of  an  able  pamphlet  of  58  octavo  pages,  which 
gives  an  account  of  an  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  which  prevailed 
at  that  place  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1848.  A  gentleman  remarked 
the  other  day,  that  Montgomery  contained  an  unusual  number  of  excellent 
medical  writers.  We  are  quite  sure  that  Dr.  Ames  must  be  one  of  them, 
from  the  circumstance  that  this  production  evinces  a  thorough  familiarity 
with  the  intricacies  of  his  profession,  with  enlarged  views  of  the  resources 
of  nature,  of  art,  and  the  duties  of  medical  men.  The  description  of  the 
morbid  anatomy  of  the  disease  of  which  the  publication  treats,  exhibits 
the  critical  researches  of  Dr.  Ames,  while  he  lays  us  all  under  obligation 
for  the  pains  and  labor  incurred  in  guiding  practitioners  through  the 
labyrinth  into  which  they  are  liable  to  be  thrown  by  an  epidemic  alarm. 
The  vascularity  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain — the  brain  itself;  soften- 
ing of  its  membranes  ;  effusion  ;  fibrous  concretions  ;  the  condition  of  the 
spine,  &c.  &c,  were  each  the  subject  of  minute  investigation.  Then  the 
spine,  abdomen,  &c.  were  carefully  inspected  with  characteristic  accuracy; 
and.  finally,  16  cases  are  detailed,  so  that  no  mistakes  can  exist  in  the. 
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mind  of  the  reader,  who  is  earnest  in  fathoming-  ihe  true  nature  of  the 
disease  which  called  forth  this  excellent  paper.  At  a  proper  place,  Dr. 
Ames  speaks  of  the  course  of  treatment  with  a  degree  of  candor,  that 
shows  that  he  is  not,  like  some  of  the  fraternity,  wedded  to  a  favorite  sys- 
tem of  practice,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  suggestions  from  competent  sources. 
The  following  remark  on  quinine  is  worthy  of  recollection — "  I  have  but 
little  to  say  here,  in  favor  of  this  medicine.  Having  been  taught  by  ex- 
perience, many  years  ago,  that  quinine  was  inadmissible  in  cerebral  in- 
flammation, both  in  children  and  in  adults,  I  expected  to  gain  but  little 
from  its  use,  and  was  not  disappointed.  I  employed  it  frequently  in  the 
grave  variety,  to  which  it  seemed  most  applicable,  and  sometimes  with 
partial  success.  When  the  disease  was  attended  with  a  fever  which  was  regu- 
larly remittent,  the.  meningitis  appearing  as  an  appendage,  or  as  if  engraft- 
ed on  a  remittent  fever,  quinine  did  occasionally  arrest  the  paroxysms,  but 
more  slowly  and  with  greater  difficulty  than  in  other  fevers.  As  a  remedy 
in  other  varieties,  it  cannot  be  recommended." 

Dr.  Ames  had  but  little  use  for  emetics.  Cathartics  were  resorted  to  as 
adjuncts,  and  to  effect  particular  indications — but  not  relied  on  as  curative 
remedies. 


Medical  Application  of  Electricity. — Mr.  W.  F.  Channing,  of  Boston, 
is  incessantly  laboring  to  better  the  condition  of  those,  in  all  the  circum- 
stances of  life,  among  whom  the  suffering  are  to  be  found.  Although  a 
young  man.  he  has  produced  a  book  of  some  consequence  to  invalids.  It 
is  a  practical  treatise  on  the  medical  application  of  electricity.  He  says,  in 
the  preface — "  No  value  is  claimed  for  these  pages  beyond  their  connection 
with  present  experience.  They  are  intended  simply  to  facilitate  the  appli- 
cation of  electricity  to  disease  in  the  existing  state  of  our  knowledge,  and  it 
may  be,  to  aid  others,  especially  American  practitioners,  intidvancing  a  high 
department  in  physiological  knowledge."  All  the  instruments  referred  to 
in  the  volume,  are  manufactured  by  Mr.  Daniel  Davis,  Jr.,  near  the  Boyl- 
ston  market,  Washington  street,  and  Mr.  Wightman,  Cornhill,  both  of 
whom  are  distinguished  for  the  ingenuity  displayed  in  the  construction 
and  the  beauty  of  finish  of  the  apparatus  manufactured  in  their  establish- 
ments. The  book  is  a  12mo,  of  100  pages.  Whatever  can  be  serviceable 
to  the  practitioner  in  regard  to  this  subject,  is  brought  here  directly  before 
the  eye.  A  multitude  of  cases  are  collected,  exhibiting  the  positive  utility 
of  this  extraordinary  agent,  scientifically  administered;  and,  in  short,  those 
who  have  a  disposition  to  become  familiar  with  the  resources  of  nature, 
when  put  under  contribution  by  the  physician,  through  the  potency  of  elec- 
tricity, will  find  enough  both  to  surprise  and  encourage  them.  Copies 
may  be  procured  of  Mr.  D;ivis,  423  Washington  street,  and  Joseph  M. 
Wightman,  33  Cornhill,  Boston. 


Doctress  in  Medicine. — The  Syracuse  Reveille  contains  a  glowing  ac- 
count of  the  medical  commencement  of  the  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  Medical  Col- 
lege, at  the  close  of  the  recent  lecture  term.  Last  season  much  was 
said  of  the  sensation  produced  by  a  female  student  attending  lectures  in 
that  institution,  Miss  Elizabeth  Bla^kwell,  who  evinced  a  persevering  de- 
termination to  be  regularly  educated  to  the  profession.  She  has  finalfy 
triumphed,  and  the  Reveille  thus  describes  the  public  ceremonies,  which  took 
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place  on  the  23J  of  January,  when  the  lady  had  conferred  upon  her  ihe 
degree  which  she  had  sought: — "Next  followed  the  presentation  of  the 
diplomas.  All  eyes  were  fixed  in  expectation.  The  young  men,  in  groups 
of  three  and  four  at  a  time,  were  called  upon  the  platform,  and  received  their 
parchment — 17  were  graduated.  Then  was  called,  "  domino,  BLACKWELL." 
Miss  B.  ascended  die  stage.  The  audience  held  their  breath.  The  president 
rose, and  pronouncing  the  usual  Latin  formula,  delivered  the  diploma  into  her 
hands.  Instead  of  turning  away,  she  stood  a  moment,  as  if  something  re- 
mained to  be  done,  and  then,  in  a  modest  but  audible  voice,  said — "  / 
thank  you.  Sir.  It  shall  be  the  effort  of  my  life,  by  God's  help,  to  shed 
honor  on  this  diploma."  The  feelings  of  the  audience  could  be  restrained 
no  longer,  and  a  round  of  applause  testified  their  interest  in  this  novel  and 
exciting  scene.  Professor  C.  A.  Lee  then  proceeded  to  deliver  the  customary 
address  to  the  graduates.  At  the  close  of  it  he  said — "  An  event  connected 
with  the  proceeding's  of  this  day  deserves  some  notice  on  this  occasion, 
calculated  as  it  is  to  excite  curiosity  and  comment,  and  to  be  held  up  as  an 
example  for  other  institutions  to  imitate  or  condemn.  I  mean  the  conferring 
of  the  degree  of  M.D.  upon  one  of  that  sex  which  is  supposed  to  be  want- 
ing in  the  physical  if  not  moral  qualifications  necessary  for  the  successful 
practice  of  the  healing  art.  So  far  as  I  am  informed,  this  is  the  first  in- 
stance, in  this  country,  or  any  other,  when  a  female  has  graduated  in 
medicine,  after  having  gone  through  the  regular  prescribed  course  and 
terms  of  study  ;  and.  in  the  present  instance,  it  is  my  duty  to  add,  without 
the  omission  or  slighting  of  any  branch  of  study,  and  that,  too,  in  so  tho- 
rough a  manner  as  to  leave  nothing  unattempted  or  unattaiued,  which  it  is 
necessary  for  one  to  know,  who  expects  to  practise  with  honor  and  success 
in  every  department  of  the  profession. 

14  Such  an  instance  of  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  science  ;  of  perse- 
verance under  difficulties  and  obstacles  next  to  insurmountable  ;  of  unre- 
mitting, unrelaxing  toil,  in  pursuit  of  that  knowledge  so  important  to.  and 
yet  so  rarely  possessed  by  her  sex — and  that,  too,  for  the  purpose  of  mi- 
tigating human  misery,  relieving  the  sick,  and  extending  her  sphere  of 
usefulness  in  the  world  —  this,  I  say,  deserves,  as  it  will  receive,  the  heart- 
felt approbation  of  every  generous  and  humane  mind.  This  event  will 
stand  forth  in  all  future  time,  as  a  memorable  example  of  what  woman 
can  undertake,  and  accomplish,  too,  when  stimulated  by  the  love  of  sci- 
ence, and  a  noble  spirit  of  philanthropy." 

Miss  B.'s  inaugural  thesis,  on  ship  fever,  is  published  in  the  February 
number  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal.  Its  literary  merits  are  above  the 
average  of  such  productions,  and  it  manifests  persevering  and  praiseworthy 
research. 


Albany  Medical  College. — On  Tuesday,  January  23d,  the  annual  com- 
mencement was  held.  There  have  been  100  medical  students  attending 
medical  lectures  during  the  past  session,  and  of  this  number  20  young 
men,  having  passed  a  satisfactory  examination,  received  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine. 

"  Prof.  Armsby  delivered  the  valedictory  address  to  the  graduates,  which 
was  replete  with  interest  and  instruction.  The  address  was  characterized 
by  all  that  beauty  of  diction  and  eloquence  of  sentiment,  combined  with 
atTectionate  counsel,  which  so  manifestly  renders  the  doctor  a  favorite  pro- 
fessor in  the  college." 
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Strafford  Dictrict  Medical  Society,  N.  H. — A  session  was  held  at  Do- 
ver, January  17th,  when  the  following  officers  were  chosen  : — John  Mor- 
rison, M.  D.,  President  ;  Levi  G.  Hill,  M.  D.,  1st  Councillor;  Jeremiah 
Home,  M.D.,  2d  Councillor ;  Ezra  Bartlett,  M. D.,  3d  Councillor ;  P.  A. 
Siackpole,  M.D.,  Secretary;  J.  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  Treasurer;  P.A.  Stack- 
pole,  M.D.,  Librarian;  S.  W.  Jones,  M.D.,  Auditor;  Alvah  Parker,  M.D., 
1st  Orator;  T.  J.  W.  Pray,  M.D.,  2d  Orator. 

Drs.  Noah  Martin,  J.  S.  Fernald,  0.  F.  Elliott  and  Ezra  Bartlett,  Dele- 
gates to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Nicholas  L.  Foisorn,  M.D.,  and  Thomas  J.  W.  Pray,  M.D.,  were  elect- 
ed members  of  the  Society. 

A  verv  kind,  respectful  notice  was  taken  of  the  death  of  the  late  Dr. 
James  W.  Cowan. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  total  number  of  t lie  rases  of  cholera  in  Great  Britain  from 
the  first  appearance  of  the  malady,  hud  readied,  on  the  3d  ultimo,  to  (),50(i,  whereof 
"2,!>4i  had  died,  1,241)  had  recovered,  and  2,81!)  were  under  treatment,  or  the  result  riot 
stated. — Dr.  G.  R.  B.  Horner  goes  nut  surgeon  of  ilie  U.  8.  frigate  Savannah,  and  Drs. 
Randolph  F.  Mason  ami  A.  A.  F.  Hill.  Assistant  Surgeons,  hound  from  this  pori  lo  the 
Pacific  Ocean. — The  yellow  fi  ver  is  raging  at  Bnrbudoeg.  it  appears  that  the  Royel 
Artillery  lost  15  out  of  85  men  ;  tlie  (iulh  Regiment  lost  5  officers  and  40  men.  The 
73d  lost  3  officers  and  3-1  men. 


Fortieth  Volume  of  this  Journal. — With  this  numher  is  commenced  the  fortieth  vol- 
ume of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Tiiose  who  have  contributed  to  its  pages,  and 
by  their  patronage  and  influence  have  also  assisted  in  giving  it  an  extensive  circulation,  have  our 
heartfelt  gratitude.  Subscribers  from  the  commencement  of  the  work — those  who  cheered 
us  on  when  the  project  of  a  Weekly  Medical  Journal  was  novel  and  hazardous — are  now  few  in 
number.  Death  has  swept  them  away,  together  with  many  others  of  the  most  learned  and  accom- 
plished medical  men  in  the  Union,  since  the  original  prospectus  was  issued  for  this  publication. 
But  their  places  are  filled  by  others,  who  are  laboring  with  equal  earnestness  to  elevate  the  medi- 
cal standard  of  the  country.  The  field  for  culture  is  constantly  enlarging,  and  the  zeal  that  char- 
acterizes the  age  in  all  departments  of  science,  is  energetically  sustained  in  the  division  to  which 
this  periodical  is  exclusively  devoted. 

A  correspondent  suggests  the  utility  of  a  complete  index  to  the  whole  series  of  volumes — "  one 
that  would  include,"  he  says,  "  besides  your  own  indices  of  each  volume,  an  index  of  the  various 
articles  of  medicine  recommended  in  the  Journals,  and  also  the  recipes,  the  symptoms,  &c."  He  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  it  would  probably  make  a  large  octavo.  As  those  only  who  are  fortu- 
nate in  possessing  a  perfect  set  would  be  likely  to  purchase  it,  and  as  the  complete  sets  now  on 
sale  are  very  few,  and  their  number  cannot  be  increased  without  great  expense,  the  work  never 
having  been  stereotyped,  the  expediency  of  the  undertaking  is  questionable. 

Being  one  of  the  oldest  Medical  Journals  in  the  United  Stales,  both  the  editor  and  the  publisher 
are  ambitious  to  merit  a  continuance  of  the  favors  of  the  medical  public.  A  more  compact  arrange- 
ment of  advertisements  has  been  commenced  with  this  volume,  which  it  is  hoped  will  prevent  their 
frequent  encroachment  upon  the  body  of  the  work.  Advertisers  who  wish  to  address  themselves 
to  the  medical  profession,  will  find  our  advertising  sheet  a  most  advantageous  medium.  Further 
improvements  are  anticipated,  without  additional  expense  to  subscribers,  whenever  circumstances 
may  warrant  them. 

Subscribers  who  received  bills  in  their  numbers  near  the  close  of  the  last  volume,  and  have  not 
yet  attended  to  them,  are  respectfully  requested  to  do  so. 

We  have  on  hand  for  early  insertion  in  succeeding  numbers  of  the  Journal — "  Remarks  on  the 
Conclusions  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  Insanity 
in  the  State";  Prof.  Shipman's  first  Letter  on  Medical  Matters  at  the  West ;  Dr.  Kimball's  case 
of  extraction  of  a  musket  ball  from  the  hip  of  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war  ;  Dr.  Eastman's  paper 
on  the  Treatment  of  Cholera  ;  and  Dr.  Wait's  Reply  to  Dr.  Williams. 

Died,— At  Falmouth,  Ms.,  Jarvis  B.  Chase,  M.D.,  GL— In  Boston,  Dr.  Jesse  S.  Spear,  42.— 
At  Sandwich,  Ms.,  Jonathan  Leonard,  M.D.,  80.— At  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  Dr.  Jonas  Flint,  88. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Feb.  3d,  68. — Males,  34 — females.  34  — 
Of  consumption.  8 — scarlet  fever,  9 — lung  fever.  2 —  infantile.  9  —  dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the 
brain,  1 — convulsions,  4 — canker,  1 — disease  of  stomach,  2— disease  of  lungs,  1— disease  of  kid- 
ney, 1 — disease  of  brain,  1 — disease  of  heart,  3 — haemorrhage,  1 — dysenterv,  1 — inflammation  of 
the  bowels,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — accidental,  1 — old  age,  3 — palsy,  1 — erysipelas,  i  — 
pleurisy,  1 — marasmus,  I — smallpox,  2 — croup,  3 — cancer,  1 — measles,  2 — child-bed,  2 — burn,  1. 

Under  5  years,  32 — between  5  and  20  years,  2 — between  20  and  40  years,  JG — between  '10  and 
60  years,  5— over  GO  years,  13. 
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On  the  probable  Causes  of  Baldness. — A  correspondent  writes  : — "  It  is 
true  that  heads  more  or  less  bald  are  very  common.  A  sound  set  of  teeth 
is  very  uncommon.  Cannot  the  origin  of  both  these  circumstances  be 
traced  to  civilized  habits  and  the  evils  they  bring  in  their  train  ?  And 

"  1st,   To  mercury;  very  few  with  bald  heads  have  not  been  salivated. 

"  2d,  To  the  shrivelling  up  of  its  tubes  and  the  scorching  of  its  bulbs 
— in  head-dressing,  id  est,  curling. 

"  3d,  To  the  anointing  of  it  with  various  compounds — all  of  which  are 
injurious.  (To  try  to  make  the  hair  grow  by  local  applications — where 
the  constitution  has  been  injured  in  its  tendency  to  production  —  is  a  farce.) 

"  Where  the  various  kinds  of  grease  are  used,  the  glands  or  follicles 
cease  to  secrete  any  natural  oil  or  moisture.  The  artificial  injuriously 
supplies  its  place  ;  for  those  who  use  unguents,  find  it  necessary  to  continue 
to  do  so  ;  those  who  do  not  apply  them,  find  no  want  for  them. 

"  It  is  theoretically  the  same  with  the  skin  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body;  cover  it  with  moisture,  you  prevent  exhalation  ;  anoint  it,  and  un- 
less you  continue  to  do  .so,  you  will  have  a  dry,  bran-like  surface,  for  the 
functions  of  the  sebaceous  follicles  will  correspondingly  cease." — London 
Lancet. 


Hydatid  in  the  Eye. — At  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  at  Glasgow,  Ca- 
nada, a  girl,  16  years  of  age,  having  applied  on  account  of  loss  of  sight  of 
her  left  eye,  the  cause  was  ascertained,  it  is  said,  to  be  "  the  presence  of  a 
living  worm,  hydatid  (the  cysticercus  of  scientific  naturalists),  in  the  eye, 
close  before  the  pupil,  which  it  completely  obstructed.  The  species  of 
animal  consists  of  a  round  bag  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  from  which 
on  one  side  springs  its  body,  which  is  a  filament,  consisting  of  numerous 
rings,  and  capable  of  being  elongated  and  retracted  at  the  creature's  will. 
The  body  ends  in  the  neck  and  head,  and  the  latter  is  supplied  with  four 
lateral  suckers.  All  this  was  plain  to  the  naked  eye  in  this  instance,  but 
appeared  still  more  so  when  the  animal  was  viewed  through  a  microscope. 
As  the  existence  of  such  a  creature  in  the  interior  of  the  eye  not  only 
prevents  vision,  but  ultimately  destroys  the  whole  textures  of  the  organ,  it 
was  resolved  to  remove  it  by  operation.  This  was  successfully  effected  on 
Saturday  last.  The  patient  behaved  with  perfect  steadiness,  and  found 
her  vision  immediately  restored.  The  hydatid  continued  to  live  for  more 
than  half  an  hour  after  being  extracted.  As  only  four  similar  cases  are 
on  record,  the  worm  excited  much  curiosity,  and  was  examined  by  nume- 
rous visiters,  both  lay  and  medical." 


Death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Cooper,  F.R.S. — This  distinguished  surgeon, 
who,  as  is  observed  by  Professor  Gibson,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  his  sketches  of  eminent  British  surgeons,  was  "deservedly  well 
known  all  over  the  world  for  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  surgical  infor- 
mation," expired  on  the  2d  inst.,  at  his  country  residence,  Shepperton,  in 
the  68th  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Cooper  commenced  the  study  of  his  pro- 
fession under  the  first  teachers  of  the  day,  and  was  particularly  noticed  by 
his  assiduous  attention  to  his  studies.  Having  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
foreign  languages,  he  became  conversant  with  the  writings  of  the  most 
celebrated  medical  men  of  France,  Germany,  Italy,  &c,  and  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  the  most  illustrious  savans  of  Europe,  to  many  of  the 
universities  of  which  he  was  a  corresponding  member. — Load.  Lancet. 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  CONCLUSIONS  OF  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  ON  THE 
SUBJECT  OF  INSANITY  IN  THE  STATE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical    and    Surgical  Journal.  | 

The  report  of  the  seven  members  of  the  last  Legislature  of  our  Com- 
monwealth— a  strong  committee,  certainly,  in  point  of  numbers — ap- 
pointed to  consider,  in  the  recess,  the  measures  best  to  be  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  enlargement  of  the  present  Hospital,"  or  the  erection  of  a 
new  one,  and  the  different  classification  of  its  inmates,  &c.  &c,  has  just 
issued  from  the  press  of  the  State  Printers. 

Although  no  medical  gentleman  appears  to  have  held  a  place  on  this 
commission,  and  notwithstanding  the  tendency  which  has  long  existed 
to  throw  the  subject  of  the  insane  and  their  treatment  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  profession — in  fact,  to  popularize  this  branch  of  pathological 
science,  and  include  it  within  the  same  category  as  the  prisons,  houses  of 
correction,  and  similar  institutions — yet  under  the  conviction  that  this 
misplacement  should  not  be  allowed  silently  to  take  place  without  the 
notice  of  the  profession,  the  pages  of  this  Journal  have  been  selected 
for  some  remarks,  instead  of  a  more  popular  channel.  If  there  be 
ought  worth  weighing  in  our  views,  it  is  through  the  physicians — the 
educated,  elevated  physicians  of  our  State — that  we  wish  them  to  reach 
the  public  ear,  and  claim  the  public  notice. 

If  our  memory  serves,  the  original  order  or  movement  on  this  subject 
was  introduced  to  the  General  Court  by  a  physician.  It  also  happened 
that,  in  the  last  year's  body,  there  was  an  amount  of  talent  and  numeri- 
cal strength  of  our  calling,  rarely  to  be  expected  at  once  to  be  engaged  in 
such  duties.  What  new  changes  of  parliamentary  etiquette  have  occur- 
red to  exclude  the  mover  of  a  proposition  from  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee raised  upon  it,  or  those  from  their  very  vocation  best  fitted  for 
tbe  charge,  from  any  connection  with  it,  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire. 
Our  present  committee  certainly  are  not  responsible  for  a  course  so  disre-* 
spectful  and  invidious  towards  the  profession. 

The  present  Report  contains  28  or  30  pages.  Its  value,  whatever 
that  may  prove  on  investigation  to  be,  is  in  its  recapitulation  of  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  insane  with  us.  For  at  this  date,  when  the 
annual  reports  of  insane  hospitals  have  been  scattered  with  a  lavish 
hand  for  15  years,  until  every  family  in  the  State  must  have  had  the 
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knowledge  placed  before  them,  it  was  hardly  worth  much  effort  to  elu- 
cidate the  utility  of  such  institutions.  The  conclusions,  as  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  show,  do  not  present  any  reliable  element  of  value,  or 
any  basis  on  which  costly  and  permanent  investments  can  be  under- 
standing^ made. 

They  find  that  there  were  returned,  in  reply  to  their  circulars,  asking 
the  information,  the  facts  that  there  are  1512  insane  persons  in  the 
State,  of  whom  291  only  are  "  able  to  furnish  the  means  of  (heir  own 
support.^  It  is  a  very  old  remark,  "  that  figures  will  not  lie  "  ;  but  it  is 
nevertheless  true,  that  unless  carefully  scrutinized,  they  are  wofully  apt 
to  deceive.  At  first  blnsh,  the  statement  that  only  291  are  able  to 
furnish  their  own  support,  strikes  us  as  very  extraordinary,  unless  the 
words  are  intended  to  be  taken  in  an  unusual  sense.  If  it  means  that 
only  these  291  individuals  have  of  themselves  adequate  means  for  their 
support,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  true.  If  it  signifies  that  no  more  than  this 
number  have  such  resources,  either  of  their  own  property,  or  that  of 
friends,  able  and  ready  to  support  them,  it  must  certainly  be  very  wide 
of  the  truth.  A  single  institution  for  the  insane  has  some  123  citizens 
of  this  State,  whose  expenses  are  borne  by  themselves  or  friends ;  there 
were  83  pay -patients  reported  as  being  at  the  State  Hospital  last  year  ; 
about  60  patients,  this  report  informs  us,  are  in  private  asylums,  one  half 
of  whom,  certainly,  must  be  at  private  cost  and  residents  of  the  State  ; 
at  Brattleborough,  at  least  35  Massachusetts  patients  are  on' an  average  on 
their  register  ;  and  at  the  Maine,  Providence  and  New  Hampshire  institu- 
tions, it  is  known  that  there  are  always  quite  a  number  of  pay-patients 
from  our  State,  certainly  not  less  than  20  in  the  whole.  We  also  al- 
ways note  some  of  our  citizens  as  returned  from  the  more  distant  insti- 
tutions. Adding  up  these  known  cases,  it  will  be  found  that  the  whole 
291  are  at  once  accounted  for!  Now  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  many 
pay-patients,  that  is,  patients  supported  by  themselves  or  friends,  are 
sent  to  Worcester,  apparently  as  paupers,  while  the  friends  stand  behind 
the  towns  and  meet  the  bills.  This  is  because  patients  sent  by  the 
courts  must  be  admitted,  when  private  patients  cannot,  by  law,  be  receiv- 
ed. Again,  who  can  doubt,  on  looking  about  his  own  circle,  that  at 
least  one  half  of  the  insane,  able  to  pay  their  own  support,  are  not  un- 
der the  care  of  any  institution  whatever.  If  we  consider  the  ratio  that 
all  the  patients  returned  bear  to  the  number  actually  in  hospitals,  this 
must  be  deemed  a  very  moderate  estimate.  Hence  there  is  some  obvious 
misunderstanding  or  misreporting  in  these  returns. 

Now  the  idea  of  basing  the  necessity  of  a  new  hospital  on  the  num- 
ber of  persons  known  to  be  insane,  is  extremely  fallacious.  For  this  bare 
fact  actually  gives  but  little  insight  into  the  practical  question,  how  many 
of  the  insane  are  proper  objects  for  seclusion  and  restraint.  You  surely 
would  not  recommend  that  every  man  who  has  an  unsound  mind,  should 
leave  home.  Shall  one  half,  one  third,  one  quarter,  or  one  eighth  be  taken 
as  the  ratio  ?  Even  of  the  insane  not  capable  of  being  best  provided  for  at 
home,  how  many  will  be  better  off  elsewhere  than  in  any  asylum?  Take 
cases  of  senile  dementia,  of  what  Prichard  terms  rattle-headedness,  or 
merely  troublesome  flightiness,  among  paupers,  how  large  a  portion  will  be 
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better  off  in  a  rural  almshouse,  among  their  own  people,  engaged  in  the 
busy  idleness  of  the  farm,  than  in  any  hospital  in  the  world.  Again,  of 
nervous,  hysterical  females,  yet  positively  insane,  and  that  for  so  many 
years  as  to  leave  the  point  of  cure  out  of  the  question,  how  much 
belter  are  many  of  them  in  their  own  homes.  If  they  have  property, 
how  much  more  happiness  will  it  secure  lo  them  so  expended,  than  if 
they  were  placed  amidst  all  the  comforts  and  refinements  of  our  best 
provided  asylums,  yet  away  from  the  sympathies  of  the  domestic  (ire- 
side.  Nothing,  in  fact,  is  more  absurd  than  the  idea  that  all  insane 
persons  ought  to  be  in  hospitals.  It,  in  fact,  is  a  mistake,  often  re- 
cognized in  hospitals  for  the  insane,  that  they  are  obliged  to  receive  pa- 
tients who  would  be  better  elsewhere — who  are  insane  enough,  but  not 
proper  subjects  for  the  peculiar  modes  of  asylums. 

Society  practically  recognizes  this  important  consideration,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  escaped  the  notice  of  our  Joint  Committee.  The  insane 
of  New  Hampshire  were  found,  by  as  accurate  a  census  as  perhaps 
was  ever  taken,  to  exceed,  probably,  500.  Less  than  !00,  from  that 
State,  have  taken  advantage  of  the  excellent  and  popular  institution 
built  a  few  years  ago  for  them,  although  the  weekly  rate  is  much  below 
the  average  of  village  board.  In  Maine,  in  1846,  the  statistics  of  the 
insane  represented  625,  besides  as  many  more  idiots,  many  of  which 
latter  were,  no  doubt,  cases  of  dementia,  and  actually  lunatic.  This 
excellent,  well-provided  institution,  second  to  no  State  hospital  in  the  land 
for  the  adequateness  of  its  provisions  or  the  acceptability  of  its  management, 
having  been  then  before  the  public  notice  for  10  years  since  it  had  been 
commenced,  had  an  average  household  of  only  93  patients  !  Let  us  com- 
pare the  present  actual  condition  of  the  provision  for  the  insane  in  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  light  of  such  approximations.  By  this  report  it  seems 
that  there  is  room  at  Worcester  for  366,  at  Somerville  for  ISO,  at 
South  Boston  for  '200,  at  private  asylums  for  60,  making  a  total  of  806. 
If  there  be  added  to  this,  those  accommodations  which  this  Committee 
term  asylums,  but  which  are  the  county  houses,  viz.,  Ipswich  with 
room  for  70  and  East  Cambridge  for  40,  the  Committee  would  make 
the  whole  provision  equal  to  that  for  916,  or  for  nearly  two  thirds  of 
their  whole  number  of  all  descriptions  of  insane.  If  hospital  accom- 
modations for  two  thirds  of  the  grand  aggregate  do  not  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  what  must  be  the  condition  of  those  great  States  which 
have  provided  only  for  10  or  12  per  cent,  of  their  totals  ? 

Or  at  this  present  moment :  of  the  7  regular  curative  hospitals  of 
New  England  (throwing  out  of  view  the  "  insane  receptacles  "  or  county 
houses,  which,  strangely  enough,  our  Committee  classify  and  rank  with 
veritable  hospitals),  all  of  which  are  within  one  day's  journey  of  the 
metropolis,  and  in  several  of  which  the  charges  per  week  are  lower 
than  they  ever  can  be  in  Massachusetts  (for  example,  in  the  institution 
at  Brattleborough  the  whole  expense,  per  week,  is  $1,50  only),  it  would 
very  rarely  happen  at  any  one  of  these,  that  a  suitable  patient  cannot, 
after*  a  short  delay  perhaps,  be  received.  If  there  were  a  central  bu- 
reau for  distributing  patients  into  the  various  hospitals,  as  the  private 
means  or  other  circumstances  of  each  case  would  best  recommend,  estab- 
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lished  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  there  is  for  the  French  hospitals  at 
Paris,  it  is  certain  that  a  provision  of  $'2,50  per  week,  the  average 
charge  at  the  State  Hospital  and  even  at  the  receptacles  or  county  poor 
houses,  would  secure  to  every  applicant  a  place  in  some  unexceptionable 
curative  establishment,  within  one  day  of  the  central  office  ! 

A  community  where  access  to  hospital  advantages  is  so  ready  and  so 
cheap  as  this,  cannot  be  deemed  in  a  very  pressing  emergency  for  ac- 
commodations. ]f  it  be  objected,  that  State  lines  must  be  crossed,  the 
reply  is,  that  out-of-the-State  patients  are  received  into  our  institutions, 
and  the  strictest  nationality  would  hardly  demand  that  boundary  lines 
should  be  too  prominently  marked  in  a  case  like  this,  where  no  pecuniary 
burden  was  unwillingly  thrown  upon  any  party. 

It  is  certain  that  our  State  Hospital  is  at  times  exceedingly  crowded. 
Is  it  certain,  that  it  would  be  so,  if,  according  to  its  original  design,  only 
the  patients  "  so  furiously  deranged  as  to  be  manifestly  dangerous  to  be 
at  large,"  as  the  statute  prescribes,  were  received  ?  or  if  only  the  poorer 
classes  were  admitted  ? 

Is  it  not  true,  let  us  appeal  to  the  excellent  Superintendent,  that 
practically  all  insane  persons  are  received  under  the  elastic  unintelligi- 
bility  of  the  words  of  the  act  ?  Are  one  half  of  the  patients  received 
there  "  so  furiously  deranged  "  that  there  is  the  slightest  scruple,  after  a 
week  or  two  of  observation,  in  putting  edge  tools  into  their  hands?  Even 
when  the  law  was  so  altered,  a  few  years  ago,  that  pay  patients  were 
required  to  remunerate  the  institution  in  $3,00  per  week,  so  that  the 
rich  insane  should  not  be  receiving  a  bonus  of  their  proportion  of  the 
thousands  the  hospital  annually  costs,  was  not  this  attempt  to  remedy 
an  abuse,  at  once  nullified  by  patients'  friends,  on  ascertaining  the  law 
and  its  facility  of  being  circumvented,  making  application  to  a  neigh- 
boring court,  and  having  their  charge  committed  in  forma  pauperis  ? 
Were  not,  during  that  year,  or  until  the  law  was  repealed  from  its 
leaJciness,  a  very  large  number  of  persons  carried  to  Worcester  for  the 
purpose  of  admission,  referred  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  that  County, 
and  dealt  with  as  if  the  insane  person,  "  so  furiously  deranged  as  to  be 
manifestly  dangerous  to  be  at  large,"  were  accidentally  found  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  of  the  village  ?  It  is  not  alleged  that  there  was 
any  wrong  doing  on  the  part  of  the  institution  or  the  court.  The  law  offer- 
ed so  tempting  an  opportunity  for  a  ready  breach,  that  the  rich  lunatic, 
perhaps  merely  hypochondriac  or  troublesome,  brought  to  the  Hospital 
for  private  admission,  remained  a  pauper,  committed  by  court  as  fu- 
riously mad  ! 

But  to  return  to  the  little  light  that  the  mere  statistics  of  numbers  give 
upon  the  question  of  hospital  accommodations  required.  The  opinion  of 
that  noble,  disinterested,  untiring  philanthropist,  Miss  Dix,  would  be 
much  higher  evidence  as  to  any  want  of  this  kind,  than  these  or  all  the 
statistical  returns  which  could  be  made.  She  has  measured  and  guaged 
the  dimensions  of  this  mountain  of  misery,  here  and  elsewhere,  as  no 
one  else  could  do.  She  has,  or  had,  before  her  work  led  her  off  into 
more  urgent  fields,  looked  the  vast  mass  of  the  insane  with  us  in  the  face. 
She  alone,  of  living  persons,  is  capable  of  expressing  an  intelligent  opi- 
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nion  on  the  question  whether  New  England  requires  any  further  hospitals 
for  the  common  forms  of  insanity. 

The  Committee  certainly  has  not  materially  added  to  our  means 'of 
deciding  this  important  question.  It  must  yet  be  deemed  as  sub  judice. 
On  many  accounts,  if  the  necessity  is  not  exceedingly  pressing — if  vi- 
carious provision  exists  in  adjacent  States  to  relieve  our  institutions  of 
a  portion  of  those  abundantly  able  to  protect  themselves,  and  to  guard 
for  the  time  against  any  actual  suffering,  there  are  many  reasons  why  a 
respite  of  a  few  years  would  be  very  desirable.  Great  and  important 
improvements  in  the  construction  and  fittings  of  hospitals  are  being 
made  ;  others  already  completed  are  being  tested,  to  determine  whether 
they  are  or  are  not  models  for  imitation.  The  questions,  whether  Dr. 
Chandler's  plan  of  reserving  the  Worcester  Hospital  for  females — of 
Miss  Dix's  view  of  a  very  economical  institution  for  chronic  cases — of 
our  Joint  Committee's  notion  of  a  repetition  of  the  State  Hospital  in 
another  section  of  the  State — of  the  scheme  of  having  an  institution 
especially  for  foreigners,  are  not  ready  for  solution.  The  Committte 
slur  over  some  of  these  as  if  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  their  inex- 
pediency, while  intelligent  persons  of  vastly  greater  experience,  and  who 
have  reflected  much  upon  the  subject,  either  have  arrived  at  a  contrary 
conclusion  or  remain  in  doubt.  It  is  very  easy  to  decide,  as  if  ex  cathe- 
dra, that  "  to  separate  curable  patients  from  incurable,  as  some  have 
proposed  and  urged,  is  a  measure  uncalled  for,  and  if  adopted  would  be 
unwise.  In  every  insane  asylum,  all  the  appliances  of  cure  should  be 
found  ;  else  it  will  be  nothing  more  than  a  great  mad-house  for  custodial 
uses."  Miss  Dix,  in  view  of  the  notorious  fact,  that  it  is  almost  never 
that  the  insane  of  over  four  or  five  years'  standing  recover,  and  also  that 
the  cost  of  a  mixed  household  of  recent  and  chronic  cases  is  probably 
nearly  as  great  as  if  they  were  all  recent — that  the  chronic  and  quiet 
imbecile  are  annoyed  and  injured  by  the  contiguity  of  excited  cases  as 
recent  ones  are  more  apt  to  be,  saw  good  reasons  to  prefer  the  separation 
of  a  portion  of  the  hopeless  chronic  cases  for  better  and  cheaper  treatment- 
Her  plan  was  subverted  by  the  enlargement  of  the  Worcester  Hospital 
by  the  misuser  of  the  Johonnot  legacy  for  Essex  patients.  Will  the  pre- 
sent intelligent  head  of  that  institution  express  his  views  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  great  hospitals — of  institutions  for  over  250  patients  ?  Will 
Dr.  Brigham,  or  any  other  head  of  a  great  hospital,  do  the  same  ?  Af- 
ter their  opinions  are  received,  as  they  have  often  been  given,  individuals 
may  be  found  who  may  believe  that  the  overturn  of  Miss  Dix's 
plan,  by  the  hasty,  ill-considered  augmentation  of  that  hospital,  was  a 
happy  event  for  the  cause  of  the  insane.  We  opine  that  they  would 
be  few  in  number. 

Again,  the  Committee  dismiss  the  expediency  of  an  institution  for  the 
Irish  insane,*  by  declaring  that  it  would  "tend  to  an  invidious  distinction  ; 
a  distinction  not  reconcilable  with  the  humane  and  tolerant  spirit  of 
our  age,  and  not  in  accordance  with  that  lofty  design  of  our  institutions 
to  make  all  who  occupy  American  soil,  American  citizens." 

This  high-sounding,  rhetorical  flourish  might  be  all  very  well  in  the  re- 
solutions of  a  party  convention.    It  is  certainly  pronounced  very  au- 

*  About  300  Irish  patients  are  already  in  our  insane  hospitals. 
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thoritattvely.  Is  there  anything  in  it  ?  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
there  is  nothing.  It  is  affected  that  the  foreigners,  meaning  Irish,  of 
course,  as  these  compose  all  the  foreign  population  we  have,  would  feel 
injuriously  and  unkindly  disposed  towards  such  a  distinction. 

I  have  conversed  with  many  intelligent  irishmen  on  this  point.  They 
have  uniformly  appreciated  the  difficulties  of  treating  their  countrymen 
in  association  with  others,  when  reason  is  no  longer  left  to  correct  preju- 
dices, and  to  reconcile  asperities.  They  have  too  much  understanding 
to  allow  a  rhetorical  bugbear,  not  of  their  own  raising,  to  stand  between 
them  and  the  highest  interest  of  the  unfortunate  insane.  If  a  plan  of 
such  division  were  proposed  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  because 
good  and  just  men  found  it  to  be  best,  and  was  carried  out  in  good 
faith,  my  opinion  is,  that  so  far  from  arousing  prejudices,  it  would  be 
most  gratefully  received  and  accepted,  as  a  kindly  and  regardful  conside- 
ration. The  notion  that  the  Irish  do  not  comprehend  the  difference 
between  a  wrong  and  an  injury — between  a  kindness  and  an  offence — 
is  far  more  insulting  to  their  character,  than  any  timid  intimations  that 
they  may  feel  insulted  when  they  have  no  cause,  can  be  complimentary 
to  their  feelings.  I  profess  to  know  something  of  the  Irish  character. 
A  man  whose  father  and  whose  son  have  had  natives  of  the  "  green 
isle  "  for  their  grand  parents,  may  be  presumed  to  have  no  unfriendly 
bearing  towards  the  home  of  his  forefathers.  I  would  stake  whatever 
reputation  for  discretion  and  judgment,  whether  much  or  little,  I  may 
have  attained,  that  so  far  as  the  Irish  are  involved,  the  idea  of  separate 
hospitals  for  them  when  insane  and  feeble,  would  carry  no  more  offence, 
than  the  provision  of  separate  schools,  as  in  Lowell,  or  of  distinct 
churches. 

Dr.  Chandler's  suggestion  as  to  the  removal  of  the  males  from  Wor- 
cester, not  only  deserves  consideration  from  the  peculiar  position  in  which 
that  hospital  has  been  thrown  by  the  town  crowding  upon  it  in  all  direc- 
tions, but  on  the  broader  doubt  whether  the  advantages  of  having  the 
sexes  in  juxtaposition  in  very  large  institutions,  are  not  overbalanced 
by  the  disadvantages.  The  Committee  make  no  allusion  to  these  views 
in  their  section  on  classification. 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  expressing  any  matured  views  or  pre- 
ferences as  to  either  or  any  of  these  plans.  The  evidence  is  not  ade- 
quate to  the  formation  of  a  judgment,  involving  $  1 50,000  of  money, 
and  ulterior  consequences  to  science  and  humanity  of  still  higher  moment. 
Nor  can  it  be  considered  that  this  Report  has  shed  any  conclusive  light 
upon  the  necessity  of  another  hospital,  or  its  characteristics  if  really 
required. 

The  Committee,  however,  solve  this  question  at  once,  and  have 
found,  off  hand,  a  pattern,  ready  made,  for  a  new  institution..  "  The 
Committee  unanimously  recommend  that  a  new  insane  asylum  for  the 
State  be  erected,  *  *  *  that  it  be  constructed  upon  the  plan  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Trenton,"  &sc.  They  also  furnish 
an  engraved  ground  plan  of  that  institution,  and  a  brief  description 
of  it. 

It  is  exceedingly  unpleasant  to  disturb  the  apparent  confidence  and 
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self-satisfaction  with  which  our  Joint  Committee  unanimously  regard  this 
specimen  of  insane  hospital  construction. 

The  form  and  arrangements  of  a  hospital  for  the  best  care  and  treatment 
of  the  insane,  constitute  an  instrumentality  towards  the  end  designed,  al- 
most as  peculiar  and  specific,  as  a  mill  or  a  manufacturing  establish- 
ment for  its  intended  purposes.  The  treatment  of  the  insane  is,  and 
until  a  better  understood  pathology  shall  have  thrown  more  light  upon 
therapeutic  measures,  will  continue  to  be,  essentially  moral.  Everything 
in  the  patient's  existence  must  be  so  arranged,  as  to  give  the  fullest,  least 
interrupted  opportunity  for  the  play  of  the  recuperative  powers  of  the 
constitution.  The  mutual  attrition  of  patients'  minds  upon  each  other ; 
such  classification  or  the  arrangement  of  different  forms  of  disease,  tempera- 
ment, moral  and  intellectual  cultivation,  and  the  like,  as  that  good  and 
not  injury  may  result  from  companionship  ;  a  power  of  vigilant  inspec- 
tion both  of  assistants  upon  patients,  and  principals  upon  assistants  ;  fa- 
cility of  hourly  attention  and  service  ;  a  hygienic  condition  of  the  me- 
dium of  life  by  a  complete  system  of  air  and  heat  supply  ;  facilities 
for  the  perfect  cleanliness  of  the  person  and  quarters,  are  all  elements  of 
that  moral  treatment  so  indispensable.  All  these  depend,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, upon  the  construction  of  the  edifices  and  their  appendages,  in 
which  considerable  numbers  of  persons  laboring  under  the  different  forms 
and  degrees  of  aberration  are  to  be  aggregated,  and  subjected  to  the  use 
of  means,  during  the  long  months  that  the  speediest  cases  of  recovery 
ordinarily  require. 

Hence,  for  many  years,  the  architecture  of  insane  hospitals  has  been  a 
peculiar  province  of  art,  in  which  the  skill  of  the  architect  and  the  ex- 
perience of  the  scientific  and  expert  must  be  combined,  in  order  to  attain 
the  highest  practicable  excellence. 

Unlike  other  forms  of  the  constructive  art,  a  model  well  fitted  for  a 
certain  combination  of  circumstances  becomes  useless,  or  nearly  so,  under 
a  change  of  requirements.  The  European  world  is  full  of  abortive  at- 
tempts of  the  mere  architect  to  construct  what,  in  fact,  is  not  merely  an 
edifice,  but  an  instrument.  A  vast  many  such  failures  have  been  razed 
to  the  earth,  or  adapted  to  uses  originally  undreamed  of,  long  before  the 
beauty  of  newness  had  been  erased  by  the  hand  of  time. 

Did  space  permit,  it  would  be  an  interesting  topic  to  follow  the  changes 
of  these  edifices,  until  after  the  great  Parliamentary  inquiry  of  1816, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  cordon  of  country  hospitals  from  one  end  of 
England  to  the  other,  when  a  general  outline  was  recognized  as  that 
which,  upon  the  whole,  met  the  most  of  the  great  desiderata.  The 
class  of  edifices  then  fixed  upon,  forms  essentially  the  model  upon  which 
our  American  institutions  have  been  constructed.  Unfortunately  the 
model  was  antiquated  before  we  commenced  copying  it,  and  has  been 
since  replaced  by  a  much  more  complete  and  scientific  pattern.  In  fact,  a 
writer  as  late  as  1845  observes  that  he  saw  insane  hospitals  in  England 
quite  equal  to  any  then  extant  with  us,  in  the  process  of  being  taken 
down.  It  is  a  melancholy  topic  to  cast  one's  eyes  over  the  new  institu- 
tions, built  within  the  last  15  years  in  the  United  States,  and  have  the 
conviction  forced  upon  the  mind  that  they  were  far  in  the  rear  of  the 
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age,  when  they  were  created,  and  must  all  be  re-built  by  the  same  gene- 
ration that  built  them. 

The  old-fashioned  plan  referred  to  consisted  of  a  central  mansion  for 
the  dwellings  and  offices  of  the  heads  of  the  institution.  A  wing  ex- 
tended right  and  left  for  patients  of  each  sex.  These  wings  had  a  cen- 
tral corridor,  with  sleeping  and  other  rooms  opening  upon  it,  and  a 
window  at  one  or  both  ends.  A  day  or  sitting  room  was  made  by  leav- 
ing the  space  of  two  rooms  into  one.  The  whole  had  three  stories,  and 
with  separate  or  adjoining  lodge  or  strong  rooms,  furnished  accommoda- 
tions for  four  divisions  for  each  sex.  This  was  its  extent  of  classification. 
Its  inspection  was  confined  to  the  services  of  the  attendant  in  charge  by 
day  ;  at  night,  his  room,  being  merely  one  of  the  sleeping  rooms,  gave 
him  no  power  of  oversight  or  hearing.  The  heating  and  ventilation  were 
furnished  by  a  hot-air  furnace  below,  and  upright  Hues  opening  into  the 
attic  from  the  top  of  the  rooms,  carried  up  in  the- brick  partition  walls. 

Any  one  who  has  visited  any  of  the  asylums  built  more  than  4  or  5 
years  since,  and  unmodified,  will  realize  the  exactness  of  this  description. 

The  first  important  change  which  was  made  abroad,  was  in  confining 
the  rooms  to  one  side  of  the  wing,  leaving  the  gallery  on  the  other. 
This  was  to  obviate  the  dark,  gloomy  avenue,  as  it  necessarily  was,  as 
it  often  extended  100  or  more  feet,  with  one  or  two  small  windows  at 
the  ends  only.  No  hospital  built  within  the  last  twenty-Jive  years  in 
Great  Britain  has  had  rooms  on  both  sides. 

The  next  great  improvement  was  in  having  a  room  for  the  attendants, 
so  situated  that  one  attendant  could  command  a  view  of  his  own  gallery, 
and  perhaps  an  adjacent  one  while  its  immediate  officer  was  momenta- 
rily out  of  the  way.  This  room  allowed  the  attendant  to  be  constantly 
in  sight  of  his  charge,  when  engaged  in  shaving  his  patients,  examining 
their  clothes,  making  memoranda  of  various  kinds  required,  he,  and  at 
night  commanded  an  adjacent  dormitory  in  which  patients  who  were  fee- 
ble, or  ill,  or  suicidal,  lodged.  The  sketch  will  explain  this.  The  at- 
tendants' room,  if  through  glass  doors  allows  a  view  down  the  whole 
galleries,  and  also  into  the  dormitory  h.  Being  also  in  front  of  the  ranges 
of  rooms  instead  of  one  of  them,  any  noise  reaches  his  ear  at  once. 

This  central  inspection  room  is  the  greatest  improvement  in  construc- 
tion within  the  last  20  years  ;  in  fact,  since  the  omission  of  the  dark 
central  corridor. 

The  last  great  improvement  is  a  system  of  exhaustive  ventilation 
through  the  means  of  a  lofty  chimney,  placed  at  a  central  point  and 
withdrawing  the  foul  air  from  every  room. 

The  New  Jersey  Asylum  is  one  of  the  most  recently  built  institutions. 
Its  plan  is  peculiar,  having  a  most  striking  and  beautiful  elevation,  al- 
though rather  too  ornamental  and  imposing  for  its  purposes.  Its  style 
would  be  better  fitted  for  the  capitol  of  a  great  State,  than  for  the  home 
of  the  pauper  insane.  Its  elevated  basement,  its  immense  stucco  pillars, 
its  heavy  dome  and  Italian  campaniles,  its  projecting  Tuscan  roof,  all  in- 
dicate the  finest  taste  for  external  beauty  in  its  architect,  Mr.  INotman,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Its  internal  arrangements  have  no  origin  which  probably  any  individual 
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would  care  to  claim  the  credit  or  responsibility  of  as  a  whole.  Some  of 
the  New  Jersey  papers  speak  of  it  as  the  work  of  Miss  Dix.  There 
may  be  parts  of  it,  she  would  admit,  but  much,  we  are  confident,  that 
she  would  disclaim.  So  with  the  physician  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital. He  was  consulted,  and  recommended  some  ideas,  but  disavows 
any  responsibility,  as  we  understand  him,  beyond  some  suggestions.  A 
single  fact  will  show  how  little  a  governing  professional  mind  presided 
over  the  getting  up  of  the  plan.  If  the  ground  plan,  a  copy  of  which 
accompanies  our  Joint  Committee's  report,  be  closely  followed,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  front  doors  of  the  mansion  are  the  only  places  for  the 
exit  or  ingress  of  patients  and  others  !  a  curious  omission,  cured,  as  were 
many  other  equally  grotesque  blunders,  by  new  doors  cut  through  the 
outside  wall  by  the  direction  of  the  present  head,  on  his  taking  charge. 
It  has  the  central  corridor,  long  since  given  up  in  all  new  asylums.  It 
has  nothing  of  that  great  modern  feature,  a  central  inspection  room  for 
attendants.    It  has  no  forced  ventilation. 

Its  ground  plan  is  quite  peculiar  and  unique.  It  has  the  usual  wing 
proceeding  from  the  mansion  house.  Alter  this  wing  was  continued  as 
far  as  a  due  relation  to  the  size  of  a  class  or  family  of  patients  will 
permit,  instead  of  turning  at  right  angles,  as  is  the  modern  plan,  such  as 
our  cut  exhibits,  the  second  wing  is  thrown  behind  the  first  in  the  same 
lineal  direction,  and  lapping  on  for  about  one  third  its  length.  This 
makes  the  whole  length  about  500  feet  from  one  extreme  to  the  other.* 

This  notion  of  wings  in  the  same  line,  but  one  in  the  rear  of  the  other, 
was  no  doubt  obtained  from  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  T.  G.  Lee, 
which  was  printed  on  the  cover  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society,  for  two  years  or  more,  in  1 8  55  and  36.  At  first  sight,  it  would 
seem  to  have  one  advantage  over  turning  the  wing  at  right  angles,  viz., 
that  of  removing  the  noise  and  power  of  speaking  across  from  one  wing 
to  the  other.  In  the  modern  designs,  of  which  our  cut  may  be  regarded 
as  one,  as  respects  the  general  outline,  it  will  be  seen  that  by  having  the 
galleries  in  front,  and  a  projecting  rear  wing  between,  for  the  chapel, 
kitchen,  and  domestic,  offices,  this  difficulty  of  cross  communication  is 
entirely  overcome. 


*  Finding  tliat  my  descrip- 
tion would  not  conv  ey  a  (dear 
idea  of  this  arrangement  to 
one  whose  attention  had  not 
been  turned  to  this  class  of, 
subjects,  I  have  reduced  the 
<  'ommittee's  plate  to  a  smaller 
scale,  and  had  it  cut  by  a 
wood  engraver.  It  is  a  curi- 
ous fact — illustrative  of  the.  ' 
idea  before  thrown  out,  that 
no  single  governing  mind  was 
charged  with  the  composition 
of  this  construction — that  it 
was,  to  a  considerable  degree, 
"  a  thing  of  shreds  and  patch-  j'  ~  ; 

es," — that  if  the  plan  of  the  E=t=2\  l 

building,  as  it  now  is  made,  published  with  the  by-laws,  &c,  be  compared  with  our  Committee  a 
plan  which  was  made  prior  to  any  actual  occupancy  of  the  asylum,  some  extensive  changes  will 
be  noted,  even  to  the  removal  of  the  walls  of  the  main  rooms,  in  the  centre  part.  The  centre  and 
one  wing  only  is  represented,  the  other  being  identical  with  tliat  shown. 
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The  disadvantages  of  this  plan  were  found,  on  a  moment's  reflection, 
so  great  and  irremediable,  that  Dr.  Lee's  sketches  never  were  thought  of 
being  put  in  practice,  until  Mr.  Notman,  probably  anxious  for  a  long  and 
striking  elevation,  adopted  it.  The  opinion  is  bokUy  hazarded,  that  it 
tvili  never  again  be  fixed  in  bricks  and  mortar !  A  glance  at  the  pro- 
minent difficulties  in  this  form  of  building,  besides  the  essentials  before 
named,  will  give  the  grounds  for  this  opinion. 

1.  The  kitchen  must  be  in  the  basement  of  the  mansion  house  and 
wings,  one  or  bolh,  and  all  the  appendages  for  washing,  ironing,  baking, 
&c.  The  vapors  and  odors  of  the  kitchen  and  laundry  operations  for  a 
family  of  300  persons,  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  pure,  dry  atmosphere 
throughout. 

2.  it  necessitates  the  throwing  up  the  whole  edifice  the  height  of  a 
whole  story  of  basement,  for  there  must  be  a  cellar  for  furnaces,  or  steam 
or  hot  water  heating,  still  below  the  kitchen  level.  Every  person  con- 
nected with  the  establishment  is  obliged  daily  to  clamber  up  the  unne- 
cessary steps,  which  are  avoided  in  the  form  known  as  the  E. 

3.  If  an  exhaustive  ventilation  is  expected,  as  of  course  will  be  the 
case  in  any  edifice  hereafter  to  be  erected,  the  horizontal  flues  must  be 
inordinately  long.  In  our  cut,  the  exhausting  chimney  is  at  n,  and  the 
upward  force  is  attained  by  the  heat  from  all  the  fires  used  in  heating, 
cooking,  baking,  he.   A  flue  under  ground  leads  directly  to  the  wings. 

4.  The  court  yards  for  airing,  in  this  New  Jersey  form,  are  overlooked 
by  wings  other  than  their  own,  which  is  not  the  case  in  the  usual  form, 
represented  in  the  cut. 

5.  The  chapel,  instead  of  being  approached  from  all  quarters  through 
a  few  steps,  as  for  example  through  the  door  near  Jc  by  the  stair  case, 
must  be  reached  by  patients  coming  from  the  distant  ends  through  the 
galleries  of  other  classes — an  exceedingly  objectionable  feature. 

7.  The  lodge  buildings  must  be  entirely  detached  from  the  main  build- 
ings, instead  of  being  thrown  far  in  the  rear,  with  rooms  intervening  to 
break  the  noise,  as  in  our  example.  Here  the  windows,  it  w  ill  be  noticed, 
look  into  the  rear,  and  the  great  problem  is  solved,  by  which  the  patients 
who  are  most  furious  and  vociferous  are  not  separated  from  the  rest,  yet 
the  house  is  protected  from  their  annoyance.  The  importance  of  having 
the  parts  of  the  house  occupied  by  this  defenceless  class,  most  readily 
inspected  and  approached,  can  hardly  be  over  estimated.* 

There  are  many  minor  points  of  detail  which  might  be  suggested,  that 
in  our  opinion,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  great  defects  adduced,  would 
wholly  forbid  the  adoption  of  the  New  Jersey  plan  as  a  model.  Without 
wishing  to  underrate  its  good  points,  its  surpassing  beauty  of  exterior 

'  The  celebrated  Samuel  Tuke,  in  a  note  to  Jacobi  on  hospitals  for  the  insane,  in  speaking  of 
the  position  of  the  rooms  of  the  worst  class,  observes  : — "  The  annoyance  which  they  may  occa- 
sion to  the  other  patients  was  not  overlooked,  but  the  evils  of  neglect  to  which  it  was  thought  the 
worst  patients  would  be  exposed,  by  being  detached  from  the  main  building,  were  considered 
greater  than  they  were  likely  to  inflict  upon  others.  I  may  mention,  by  way  of  illustration,  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Retreat,  not  long  ago.  had  almost  determined  to  erect  distinct  wards  for  their 
worst  patients,  when  the  scale  was  turned  against  the  plan  by  the  experienced  matron  of  that  insti- 
tution, who  implored  the  Committee  not  to  remove  that  class  from  her  most  easy  observation,  as 
with  her  utmost  efforts  she  could  hardly  secure  for  them  the  treatment  and  care  which  she  con- 
sidered essential." 
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architecture,  which  naturally  enough  might  bias  persons  not  familiar  with 
the  real  requirements  of  such  institutions,  its  brilliant  lighting  with  gas, 
and  its  costly  apparatus  for  warming  by  steam,  we  are  compelled  to  be- 
lieve that  the  progress  of  insane  hospital  architecture  has  not  been  ad- 
vanced, in  this  costly  undertaking,  in  a  single  point ;  while  in  many  es- 
sential particulars,  it  is  of  a  past  age  and  fashion. 

The  plan  accompanying  these  remarks  is  the  original  outline  from  the 
report  of  the  agent  sent  by  the  Butler  Hospital  to  Europe,  in  1845,  to 
examine  the  most  recent  structures  for  the  insane.  The  Butler  Hospital 
was  constructed  in  accordance  with  it,  except  that  the  heating  and  ventila- 
tion were  totally  altered.  The  same  plan  has  still  later  been  followed 
throughout,  by  the  Provincial  Hospital  of  New  Brunswick.  The  plan 
was  composed,  in  its  exterior  and  interior,  from  three  of  the  latest  and 
best  British  Hospitals,  at  Glasgow,  Northampton  and  Maidstone.  The 
cost  of  the  two  erections,  in  accordance  with  it,  the  exterior  of  one  being 
in  the  Elizabethan  style,  with  sandstone  facings — the  other  Tuscan,  is 
supposed  to  be  about  $70,000  each.  The  accommodations  are  for  about 
140  patients,  giving  an  average  of  $500  per  patient.  The  design  in 
both  these  institutions  was  to  accommodate  a  portion  of  high-paying  pa- 
tients with  very  superior  apartments,  in  order  that  the  general  rates  for 
the  poorer  patients  might  be  kept  as  low  as  practicable.  It  is  introduced 
here,  not  as  an  example,  at  all,  of  what  a  large  institution  exclusively  for 
patients  at  one  price,  should  be,  but  to  illustrate  certain  great  and  indis- 
pensable improvements  of  recent  date. 

It  is  with  undisguised  pain  that  the  writer  avows  his  want  of  coinci- 
dence in  the  report  of  this  respectable  Committee.  That  there  enters 
into  his  mind  no  iota  of  pique  or  prejudice  he  is  confident,  for  the  flatter- 
ing reference  to  the  institution  with  which  he  is  connected — the  compli- 
mentary request  that  he  would  present  his  views  in  writing  of  the  topics 
of  their  research,  would  have  disarmed  any  criticism  not  based  on  pro- 
found and  conscientious  sentiments  of  public  duty.  Had  not  indisposition 
prevented,  he  certainly  would  have  given  the  observations  and  experience 
of  a  personal  connection  with  the  insane,  getting  to  be  near  the  head  of 
the  list,  as  measured  by  years.  Had  he  had  the  slightest  suspicion  that 
the  architectural  plans  were  comprehended  within  the  scope  of  their 
charge,  no  common  obstacle  should  have  prevented  his  saying  then,  what 
would  have  been  much  more  pleasant,  than  what  duty  has  urged  him  to 
say  now. 


GUN-SHOT  WOUND— BALL  IN  THE  HIP  THIRTEEN  MONTHS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  has  been  thought  sufficiently  interesting  and 
important  to  deserve  publishing.  If  you  should  so  consider  it,  you  will 
please  give  it  insertion  in  your  Journal.  Yours  respectfully, 

Lowell,  Feb.  1,  1849.  G.  Kimball. 

George  Church,  a  soldier  of  the  Massachusetts  Regiment  during  the 
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late  campaign  in  Mexico,  was  shot  down  in  the  battle  of  Molino  del 
Key,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1847.    He  was  taken  into  hospital  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  and  fell  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the  chief 
surgeons,  Dr.  Satterlee.    It  was  found,  upon  examination,  that  a  wound 
had  been  received  in  the  hip — that  a  musket  ball  had  entered  just  anterior 
to  the  great  trochanter,  and  made  its  way,  apparently  upward  and  forward, 
towards  the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ileum.  Attempts 
were  immediately  made  to  extract  it,  but  they  were  unsuccessful.  The 
wound  healed  very  slowly,  and  it  was  not  till  nearly  the  end  of  five 
months  that  he  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital.    He  then  returned  home 
to  Massachusetts,  and  gradually  became  so  far  restored  as  to  be  able  to 
engage  moderately  in  the  common  duties  of  farming.    In  the  course  of 
a  few  months  after  this,  some  10  months  from  the  date  of  the  wound, 
he  was  seized  with  a  violent  paroxysm  of  epilepsy.    Three  weeks  after, 
he  was  seized  with  another,  still  more  violent ;  and  thus  they  continued 
returning  at  intervals  of  every  two  or  three  weeks,  till  the  latter  part  of 
October,  1848,  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Guiteau,  of  Lee,  his  at- 
tending physician,  he  came  to  Pittsfield  for  the  benefit  of  a  surgical  con- 
sultation.   The  result  of  this  consultation  was  an  unanimous  conclusion 
that  the  epilepsy  had  been  induced  by  the  wound  in  the  hip — that  a 
ball  or  some  other  foreign  body,  lodged  there  at  the  time  the  wound  was 
received,  was  implicating  some   important  nerve — and  an  operation, 
with  the  view  of  its  dislodgment,  afforded  the  most  reasonable  chance  of 
relief.    This  operation,  however,  was  not  pressed  with  much  earnestness. 
The  efforts  of  the  army  surgeon,  to  the  same  end,  had  proved  abortive  in 
the  first  instance ;  and  the  present  circumstances  of  the  case  certainly 
gave  no  very  flattering  assurance  that  a  second  attempt  would  be  more 
successful.    However,  the  proposition  was  readily  embraced  by  the  pa- 
tient, and  the  operation  accordingly  performed  on  the  28th  of  October. 

A  fistulous  opening,  sufficient  to  admit  a  common-sized  probe,  indicat- 
ed the  original  course  of  the  wound,  to  the  extent  of  some  three  inches, 
and  in  a  direction,  as  before  stated,  towards  the  anterior  superior  spinous 
process  of  the  ileum.    As  a  most  critical  examination  of  the  parts  had 
hitherto  afforded  no  idea  of  even  the  probable  location  of  the  ball,  it  was 
thought  best  to  endeavor  to  reach  it  by  tracing,  if  possible,  this  fistula 
through  its  entire  course.    A  grooved  probe  was  accordingly  introduced, 
and  pushed  forward  till  it  came  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  ileum. 
Upon  this,  a  straight  bistoury  was  introduced  to  the  same  extent,  and 
the  fistula,  thus  far,  laid  freely  open.    Jts  further  continuation  and  di- 
rection were  now  detected,  though  with  difficulty,  from  its  course  having 
been  so  entirely  changed.    A  long  probe  being  introduced  into  this  new 
branch  of  the  fistula,  it  was  made  to  pass  some  8  inches  backwards 
and  downwards,  making  its  way  along  the  surface  of  the  bone,  just 
under  the  crest  of  the  ileum,  till  it  reached  the  ischiatic  notch,  when 
it  fell  directly  upon  the  ball,  which  was  situated,  it  would  seem,  very 
near  to,  if  not  in  contact  with,  the  sciatic  nerve.    An  attempt  was  now- 
made  to  bring  into  service  the  ball  forceps  ;  but  the  length,  the  narrow- 
ness and  unyielding  callous  walls  of  the  fistula,  rendered  them  quite  use- 
less.   It  seemed  necessary,  therefore,  to  lay  open  this  passage  still  further, 
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and  it  was  accordingly  done  to  the  extent  of  some  5  inches.  Again 
the  forceps  was  introduced,  the  ball  readily  laid  hold  of,  and  a  good 
deal  of  force  applied ;  still  it  refused  to  yield.  A  bistoury  was  now 
passed  into  the  bottom  of  the  fistula,  and  the  callous  tissue  immediately 
embracing  the  ball,  carefully  divided  at  several  points,  so  that  upon  a 
third  application  of  the  forceps,  it  was  brought  away  with  comparatively 
little  force. 

^  This  operation,  undertaken  with  a  good  deal  of  reluctance,  and,  in 

view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  with  serious  mis^ivin^s  as  to  its 

.... 

success,  has  been  most  satisfactory  and  gratifying  in  its  results.  From 
the  day  it  was  performed  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  no  return  of 
epilepsy  ;  and  the  patient's  health,  which  had  previously  been  most  se- 
riously impaired,  has  now  become  so  far  restored  as  to  make  it  safe  to 
pronounce  him  perfectly  well. 


MEMOIR  OF  THE    LATE  ALEXANDER  C.  BECKER,  M.D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Died,  suddenly,  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  on  the  15th  ult.,  Alexander 
C.  Becker,  M.D.,  aged  34. 

Dr.  Becker  was  by  birth  a  Russian,  born  at  Archangel,  of  a  highly 
respectable  family  of  German  extraction.  Having  lost  his  father  while 
young,  he  was  sent  by  an  uncle  to  England,  for  his  education.  He  re- 
turned to  his  friends  in  the  north  of  Europe,  at  about  the  age  of  19. 
He  had  had,  from  childhood,  an  earnest  desire  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
medical  profession.  But,  as  this  did  not  receive  their  sanction,  he  en- 
gaged in  commercial  affairs,  which  subsequently  led  him  to  America  ; 
and  he  resided  for  some  time  in  New  York,  travelling  occasionally  in 
different  directions,  from  thence,  as  the  business  of  a  foreign  agency 
required. 

He  married  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Tuckerman,  of  Boston  ; 
and,  after  passing  a  year  or  two  with  her  in  Europe,  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  dissolved  his  commercial  connections,  and,  induced  partly 
by  the  example  of  a  brother  of  his  wife,  who  was  agreeably  settled  on 
one  of  the  great  lakes,  went  to  try  "  life  in  the  West." 

He  suffered  severely,  there,  from  disorders  of  the  climate,  as  he  had 
done  previously  from  those  of  tropical  regions  ;  and  was  obliged  to  re- 
move again  to  the  sea-board.  In  his  efforts  to  regain  health,  his  early 
predilection  for  the  life  of  a  physician  returned  with  new  force,  and  he 
determined  to  indulge  it.  Indeed,  he  had  so  much  intelligence  in  medi- 
cal matters  that  his  friends,  and  even  his  physician,  recommended  him  to 
do  so. 

He  pursued  his  studies  con  omore  ;  and  having  gone  through  the  regu- 
lar course  at  the  University  of  New  York,  received  his  diploma  from 
Dr.  Mott. 

After  a  short  practice  there,  he  had  a  pressing  imitation  to  establish 
himself  at  Natchez ;  and  listened  to  it  so  far  as  to  visit  that  place,  for  in- 
quiry.   He  decided  against  it  ;  but  remained  there  too  late  in  the  season, 
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and  fell  ill  with  fever.  When  he  rejoined  his  wife  and  children,  who 
were  with  their  friends  near  Boston,  he  was  greatly  enfeebled,  but  still 
anxious  to  pursue  his  studies  with  an  ardor  beyond  his  strength,  and  soon 
after  had  an  attack  of  paralysis.  He  recovered  in  a  great  measure,  and 
at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  his  medical  friends,  established  himself  a 
few  months  since  at  Cambridge,  where  he  soon  found  an  encouraging 
prospect  of  success  opening  before  him.  With  a  nice  perception  of  the 
causes  of  disease  and  prompt  discernment  in  the  choice  of  remedies, 
he  had  a  kind  heart,  and  the  agreeable  exterior  of  a  polished  man  of  the 
world  which  seemed  to  fit  him,  in  an  eminent  degree,  for  the  duties  of 
his  profession. 

In  his  intercourse  with  Germany,  his  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the 
subject  of  homoeopathy  ;  and  while  he  had  observed  that  it  is  regarded 
by  many  here,  as  sheer  absurdity,  from  the  incredible  theory  on  which 
it  has  been  supposed  solely  to  rest,  he  knew  that  there  are  men  of  great 
learning  in  Europe  who  reject  the  extravagance,  and  yet  attach  im- 
portance to  the  system  ;  and  he  believed  it  was  best  that  the  subject 
should  be  fairly  examined. 

With  this  view  he  agreed  to  become  the  editor  of  a  quarterly  journal 
designed  to  give  judicious  selections  and  translations  of  what  might  ap- 
pear in  France  and  Germany,  in  reference  to  this  theory.  Having  a 
fluent  command  of  the  several  languages,  German,  French  and  English, 
such  as  is  rarely  combined,  in  one  professional  individual,  and  an 
ardent  desire  for  truth,  which  aimed  at  the  welfare  of  the  patient  as 
paramount  in  importance  to  the  support  of  either  hypothesis  or  dogma,  he 
came  well  prepared  for  the  undertaking.  The  first  number  appeared  at 
the  commencement  of  this  year,  and  gave  promise  of  ability  and  fairness 
in  the  performance,  which  drew  commendation,  even  from  opponents. 
It  was  favorably  noticed  in  this  Journal  under  date  of  January  ]0th. 

But,  unfortunately,  his  health,  shattered  by  repeated  attacks  in  various 
climates,  was  unequal  to  the  tasks  which  he  imposed  on  his  strength  ; 
and  within  the  following  week,  while  engaged  in  laborious  preparation 
for  his  second  number,  he  suffered  an  attack  of  apoplexy,  or  congestion 
of  the  blood,  and  died  in  a  few  hours. 

His  death  is  deeply  regretted  by  those  who  had  known  him.  as  a  phy- 
sician, and  in  domestic  life,  where  he  was  eminent  for  the  kindest  affec- 
tions of  a  husband  and  father,  and  for  the  urbanity  of  a  man  of  refine- 
ment and  intelligence,  which  rendered  him  peculiarly  agreeable  as  a 
member  of  society. 

[The  foregoing  short  sketch  of  Dr.  Becker  was  drawn  up  at  our  per- 
sonal solicitation.  We  had  an  interview  with  Dr.  B.  for  a  few  minutes, 
not  many  days  before  his  death,  the  first  and  only  time  we  ever  saw  him. 
On  that  occasion  he  explained  his  views  in  regard  to  homoeopathy,  and 
it  was  gratifying  to  discover  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  obliged  to  abuse 
the  old-school  physicians,  because  he  had  espoused  the  new  system,  as  it 
is  called,  which  assumes  all  the  phases  of  a  bold  but  refined  quackery 
in  the  hands  of  many  who  are  poor  representatives  of  the  doctrines  of 
Hahnemann.  If  all  medical  men  were  influenced  by  as  much  kindness 
of  manner  and  heart,  as  existed  in  him  whose  early  death  we  are  called 
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to  notice,  the  medical  profession,  under  its  various  systems  of  practice, 
would  live  in  peace,  and  gentlemen  would  recognize  the  claims  of  gen- 
tlemen, however  much  they  might  differ  on  the  subject  of  the  theory  of 
medicine. — E  d  it  or  .  ] 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    FEBRUARY   7,    184  9. 


Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. — An  examination  of  the  annual 
report  to  Congress  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for  a  copy  of  which 
(an  octavo  volume  of  1000  pages)  the  Hon.  Edmund  Burke  will  please 
accept  our  thanks,  we  discover  that  the  economical  arts  are  making-  con- 
stant advances,  and  science  is  pouring  a  flood  of  light  on  the  researches 
of  man  in  the  praiseworthy  attempt  to  better  his  physical  condition. 
Charles  G.  Page,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Columbian  Col- 
lege, Washington,  one  of  the  examiners  of  patents,  is  an  important,  and, 
we  should  suppose,  almost  indispensable  man  in  the  department.  His 
accuracy  and  patience  for  investigation  are  unrivalled  ;  but  beyond  these 
.  qualities,  the  scientific  accomplishments  which  are  associated  with  his 
name,  give  weight  to  whatever  emanates  from  his  pen.  Among  the  va- 
rious official  returns  from  the  assistants  to  the  Commissioner,  the  first  in 
point  of  value  is  by  Dr.  P.,  arranged  under  the  division  of  agriculture, 
chemistry,  caloric,  fine  arts,  surgery,  and  artificial  incubation.  To  follow 
Dr.  Page  through  the  series  of  subjects  on  which  he  has  commented, 
would  occupy  too  much  room  in  this  place,  and  the  little  that  can  receive 
particular  attention  can  only  be  referred  to  hastily,  which  may  serve  to  di- 
rect those  interested  in  the  subject  of  patents,  to  the  great  record  itself. 
It  will  there  be  seen  that  in  many  instances  gentlemen  of  commanding  in- 
fluence, connected  with  the  medical  profession,  are  induced  to  seek  pecu- 
niary profit  from  their  ingenuity. 

In  1S48,  17  patents  were  granted  under  the  head  of  surgery — although 
Dr.  Page  says  that  under  that  class  inventions  were  included,  not  strictly 
surgical.  Even  baby -jumpers  happened  to  be  placed  there,  as  well  as  a 
contrivance  for  hatching  eggs  !  As  all  the  schemes  for  inhaling  ether,  for 
which  patents  have  been  obtained,  are  considered  of  no  value  whatever, 
since  a  bit  of  sponge  or  a  pocket  handkerchief  is  superior  to  them  all,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  them.  On  chemistry,  embracing  the  con- 
sideration of  gutta  percha,  and  the  variety  of  uses  to  which  it  may  be 
applied,  in  connection  with  its  history  and  method  of  working  it,  Dr.  P. 
appears  perfectly  at  home.  The  subjects  of  the  bleaching  of  resin,  shellac, 
the  improvements  in  sugar  making,  photography,  Professor  Schonbein's 
history  of  his  discovery  of  gun-cotton,  and  the  purification  of  liquids  by 
galvanism,  give  an  unusual  interest  to  the  first  part  of  the  Commissioner's 
report.  Those  of  the  medical  profession  who  may  be  carrying  on  investi- 
gations in  regard  to  any  of  these  matters,  would  find  peculiar  assistance 
from  this  volume.  Through  members  of  Congress,  copies  may  unques- 
tionably be  procured. 
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Lectures  on  Embryology. — Through  the  energetic  determination  of  the 
editors  of  the  Boston  Traveller  to  furnish  their  excellent  paper  with  what- 
ever can  be  useful  and  instructive  to  their  patrons,  a  series  of  lectures,  re- 
cently delivered  at  the  Lowell  Institute  by  Prof.  Agassiz,  were  reported 
phonographically,  with  extraordinary  accuracy,  by  Dr.  Stone,  and  giv- 
en immediately  to  the  public,  with  a  great  number  of  illustrations  on 
wood.  These  lectures,  which  were  admired  by  all  persons  of  intelligence 
who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  attend  the  course,  have  just  appeared  in  a 
thick  pamphlet,  with  the  numerous  xylographic  cuts.  It  is  a  publication 
that  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  person  who  has  a  particle  of  interest 
in  physiology  or  natural  history.  Nature's  secret  cabinet  has  been  un- 
locked, and  some  of  her  wonders  in  the  plan  of  creation  beautifully  ex- 
hibited, in  this  admirable  scientific  performance.  Our  medical  friends,  of 
all  others,  would  be  gratified  with  the  publication 


Massachusetts  State  Prison  Report. — Among  the  published  documents 
of  our  legislature  at  its  present  session,  is  the  report  of  J.  W.  Bemis,  M.D., 
physician  of  the  Charlestown  Stale  Prison.  It  is  a  sensible  paper,  just 
such  as  was  necessary.  Ninety  convicts  were  in  the  hospital  the  past  year, 
giving  875  days  to  sickness  in  all.  Invalids  admitted  temporarily,  that  is, 
for  a  day,  573 — making  in  the  whole,  an  average  of  four  days  a  piece  for 
all  the  prisoners — the  number  of  convicts  being  410,  and  the  general 
average  as  high  as  287.  Four  hundred  and  twenty-five  days  of  light 
labor  were  prescribed.  Dr.  Bemis's  system  of  management  has  con- 
tributed to  this  gratifying  result.  Three  died  of  consumption.  The  ave- 
rage period  of  imprisonment  of  all  those  sentenced  for  life  to  the  State 
Prison  since  1818,  in  all  125,  has  not  exceeded  7  years.  Nineteen  of 
them  died  in  prison  after  an  average  confinement  of  7  years.  Yet  there  are 
others  who  have  passed  more  than  thirty  years  there,  at  different  periods. 
One  has  arrived  at  the  33d  year  !  Cases  of  lunacy  were  quite  rare  the 
past  year.    Good  health  now  appears  to  characterize  the  institution. 


Kirkes  PageVs  Physiology. — Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia, 
have  copied  the  text  of  the  English  edition  of  this  work  without  alteration. 
Formerly  this  was  called  a  hand-book,  but  it  now  takes  the  title  of  manual. 
Although  the  illustrations  are  on  wood — 118  in  number — they  appear  ex- 
ceedingly well.  It  is  really  an  excellent  work,  and  for  students  it  is  one 
of  the  best  within  reach.  On  the  development  of  organs,  the  authors  are 
instructive  beyond  most  of  their  predecessors.  A  series  of  critical  obser- 
vations on  the  evolution  of  the  vertebras,  column  and  cranium,  face,  visceral 
arches,  extremities,  vascular  and  nervous  systems,  organs  of  sense,  respi- 
ratory, urinary  and  sexual  apparatus,  accompanied  as  they  are  by  draw- 
ings that  clear  away  obscurities,  render  the  latter  part  of  the  manual  a  fas- 
cinating and  instructive  book.  The  chapters  relating  to  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  and  the  nervous  system  are  also  admirable,  and  exhibit  advan- 
tageously the  industry,  discrimination  and  research  of  the  authors. 


Professor  Yandell  on  Etherization. — A  learned  discourse  was  given  by 
Prof.  Yandell,  on  the  18th  of  December,  before  the  Medicnl  Society  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  which  seems  to  have  been  appreciated,  as  it  deserved  to 
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be,  by  the  members.  He  evidently  regards  the  discovery  as  a  matter  of 
transcendant  importance  to  the  world.  A  multitude  of  cases  are  narrated, 
which  constitute  a  kind  of  history  of  the  success,  as  well  as  the  failures, 
of  etherization.  At  the  close  of  the  36  pages,  the  learned  gentleman 
gives  rules  for  the  administration  of  anaesthetic  agents,  which  may  be' 
studied  by  practitioners,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  themselves  and  patients. 


Dislocation  and  Ossification  of  Joints. — Mr.  Richard  Morehen,  of  Stand- 
fordsville,  Duchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  we  are  informed  by  a  correspondent,  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  for  25  years.  During  the  first  year  after  his 
attack,  his  knees  were  dislocated  and  ossified,  and  subsequently  other 
joints  in  his  lower  limbs  were  drawn  asunder  and  ossified.  Two  years 
after  these  disastrous  afflictions,  his  pains  became  less  acute,  and  being  na- 
turally industrious  and  ingenious,  he  commenced  making  shoes,  whips, 
and  such  other  articles  as  he  could,  while  lying  in  bed.  He  thus  helped 
to  maintain  himself,  and  for  11  years  he  continued  to  work,  until  his 
arms  were  dislocated  and  became  ossified.  For  the  last  11  years  he  has 
been  unable  to  help  himself  in  the  least.  His  jaws  were  set  some  years 
since,  and  his  teeth  have  been  broken  out,  that  food  might  be  placed  in  his 
mouth.  The  only  joints  he  is  now  able  to  move  are  the  extremes  of  his 
index  fingers,  and  one  or  two  joints  in  his  toes. 


New  Adhesive  Mixture. — Dr.  Sanborn,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  has  made  a 
new  adhesive  preparation  that  is  likely  to  prove  a  prominent  rival  to  the 
collodion.  Gutta  percha  is  dissolved  in  chloroform,  having  about  the  con- 
sistency of  melted  glue.  It  is  applied  with  a  brush,  and  meets  the  decided 
approval  of  competent  judges.  The  inventor  says  that  he  communicated 
the  discovery  of  the  properties  of  this  combination  to  one  of  the  Boston 
papers  more  than  a  year  ago.  The  menstruum  does  not  evaporate  quite 
so  rapidly  as  ether,  consequently  the  gutta  percha  adhesive  fluid  is  rather 
more  economical  than  the  collodion,  which  rapidly  disappears,  after  remov- 
ing the  cork.  / 


Cholera  in  England. — By  the  last  steamer  from  England,  which  left 
Liverpool  Jan.  27ih,  it  appears  that  the  cholera  has  not  increased  in  Great 
Britain.  The  new  daily  cases  reported  to  the  Registrar-General  in  the 
whole  country,  including  Scotland,  were  from  160  to  200  ;  from  10  to  20 
being  near  London,  about  the  same  in  the  provinces,  and  the  remainder  in 
Scotland,  The  whole  number  of  cases  is  reported  to  be  SS54  ;  fatal,  3961  ; 
recoversd,  2118;  under  treatment,  or  result  not  stated,  2775.  Great 
alarm  had  been  excited  at  Tooting  by  the  death  of  140  children  belonging 
to  the  parish  poor  of  London.  The  inquest  which  was  held  showed  that 
the  deaths  were  not  by  cholera,  but  were  caused  by  cold,  insufficient  food, 
clothing.  &c,  and  the  vprdict  of  manslaughter  was  brought  against  the 
proprietor  of  the  establishment,  with  whom  the  children  had  been  farmed 
out  at  so  much  per  head. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. — At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  North-Western  Academy  of  the  Natural  and  Medical  Sciences  of 
the  Indiana  Medical  College,  on  the  6th  of  January,  J.  Adams  Allen, 
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M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  in  that  College,  and  A.  B.  Shipman,  M.D., 
Prof,  of  Surgery,  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  next  meeting,  in  Boston, 
of  the  American  Medical  Association;  and  the  Medical  College  have  ap- 
pointed Prof.  Shipman,  and  Daniel  Meeker,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy, 
lor  the  same  purpose. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  leg  of  a  child  has  been  found  in  a  state  of 
petrifaction  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  lands  of  Mr.  S.  Hazen.  Each 
muscle  was  distinctly  observable,  and  the  toes  and  nails  were  perfect.  On 
digging  further,  two  large  frogs  were  found,  also  petrified,  and  perfect  in 
their  form.  —  The  Providence  Journal  gives  a  list  of  56  persons  who  died 
in  that  pity,  1848,  of  70  years  of  age  and  upwards — the  oldest  106.  The 
Bristol  Phoenix  names  12  who  died  in  that  town  last  year,  averaging  SO 
years  old.  The  Newport  News  says  that  29  persons,  over  74  years  of 
age,  died  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  1848,  being  an  average  of  SO  years  to  each. 
Three  were  over  90,  and  1  over  100. — At  Lancaster,  Ohio,  recently  died 
Samuel  Jenkings,  a  colored  man,  aged  115  years.  He  was  born  a  slave, 
the  property  of  Broadwater,  of  Fairfax  Co.,  Va.,  in  1734. — M.  deLingue- 
ville,  a  Frenchman,  who  died  lately  at  the  age  of  110,  was  married  10  limes, 
espoused  his  last  helpmate  at  ninety-nine,  and  had  a  son  at  one  hundred  and 
one. — The  St.  John  News  states  that  the  smallpox  is  making  direful  rava- 
ges in  that  city — there  being  over  1300  cases  under  treatment. — A  little 
boy  in  New  York,  2  years  old,  came  to  his  death,  recently,  by  drinking  a 
small  quantity  of  camphene  from  a  can  which  his  mother  had  left  within 
his  reach. — In  the  Supreme  Court,  lately,  Dr.  L.  A.  Ingalls,  who  has  been 
imprisoned  2  years,  and  has  been  tried  twice  on  a  charge  of  rape,  at 
Lowell,  without  a  jury  being  able  to  agree,  was  discharged  from  custody 
upon  his  own  recognizance. — Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner's  letter  on  the  cholera  of 
New  Orleans,  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  Picayune,  is  a  commendable 
performance,  and  will  be  read  with  much  satisfaction  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons.— Transactions  of  the  Medical  Association  of  Southern  Central  New 
York  are  published. 


To  Correspondents. — In  addition  to  papers  already  acknowledged,  (here  have  been  receiv- 
ed— Dr.  Haskell's  on  the  treatment  of  Hydrophobia,  I).  K.  on  the  late  medical  degree  to  a  female 
at  Genev  a  Medical  College,  Dr.  Spalding's  Dissertation  on  Fever,  and  Dr.  Foltz's  notice  of  Cleve- 
land Medical  College. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  one  or  two  subscribers,  through  some  accident,  did  not  receive  the  en- 
graving which  accompanied  the  last  number  of  the  Journal  Any  others  who  may  have  also  failed 
to  receive  it,  can  be  supplied  at  the  .Journal  office. 


Married,— In  New  York,  Dr.  John  S  Cameron  to  Miss  C.  S.  Greenlief. 


Died,—- At  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Dr.  Isaac  Le  Barron,  71. — At  Vicksburg,  of  cholera,  Dr.  John 
Price. — At  Taunton,  Eng.,  Stephen  Henry  Mullen,  M.D.,  71. 


liepm-t  of  Dentlis  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Feb.  10th,  84. — Males,  40 — females.  44  — 
Of  consumption.  14 — scarlet  fever,  1G — lung  fever.  9 — typhus  fever.  1 — inflammatory  fever,  1 — 
teething,  4— croup,  1 — child-bed,  2 — worms,  1 — convulsions,  1 — tumor,  1 — disease  of  heart,  3 — 
measles,  5 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  4 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  A — erysipelas,  1 — disease 
of  the  brain.  1 — rheumatism,  1 — infantile,  . — dysentery,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — dropsy,  1— - 
accidental,  1 — apoplexy,  2 — cancer,  1 — pneumonia,  1 — palsy,  1 — starvation  (on  shipboard),  1  — 
unknown.  1 . 

Under  o  years,  31 — between  5  and  20  years,  12 — between  20  and  40  years,  25 — between  40  and 
60  years,  10 — over  GO  years,  6. 
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St.  Thomas's  Hospital. — Mr.  Grainger  on  Cholera. — The  announce- 
ment that  Mr.  Grainger  would  deliver  a  discourse  on  cholera,  attracted  a 
crowded  assembly  of  medical  and  non-medical  hearers  to  the  great  hall  of 
this  hospital  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  3d.  Mr.  Grainger  sketched  a  very  ani- 
mated parallel  between  fever  and  cholera,  and  endeavored  to  show  that . 
both  these  affections  are  epidemic,  but  not  contagious,  maintaining  that  if 
they  were  communicable  from  man  to  man,  their  progress  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  arrested.  He  remarked  that  the  poor  at  Hamburgh  suffered  five 
times  more  in  parts  surrounded  by  stagnant  ditches  than  the  same  classes  in 
neahhy  localities  of  the  town  ;  that  in  the  same  city,  hardly  one-tenth  of  the 
applications  for  relief,  during  the  reign  of  the  epidemic,  came  from  those 
parts  which  had  been  rebuilt,  after  the  destructive  fire,  on  more  improved 
sanitary  principles ;  that  in  Coatbridge  (Scotland),  a  place  surrounded  by 
filthy  ditches,  forty  cases  a  day  occurred  in  a  population  of  10,000;  and  so 
much  as  140  per  diem  were  reported  in  Glasgow,  where  filth  and  over- 
crowding are  extreme.  The  disease  is  essentially  an  affection  of  the 
blood  ;  all  the  well-known  phenomena  are  only  secondary  to  the  original 
poisoning  of  the  vital  fluid,  and  the  discharges  are  an  effort  of -Nature  to 
get  rid  of  the  noxious  substance  introduced  into  the  system.  The  secre- 
tion of  bile  is  not  arrested,  the  gall-bladder  is  ever  found  full  ;  but  it  seems 
that  something  arrests  the  reflex  action  which  impels  the  biliary  fluid  into 
the  ducts.  The  surest  sign  of  the  disease  is  the  suppression  of  the  renal 
secretion,  and  the  kidney  takes  the  morbid  characteristics  of  Bright's  dis- 
ease. Mr.  Grainger  concluded  his  excellent  address  by  pointing  out  how 
lamentably  ignorant  most  classes  of  society  are  regarding  sanitary  ques- 
tions ;  the  Irish  at  Glasgow  fancy  the  medical  men  want  to  poison  and 
get  rid  of  them  ;  numbers  of  parochial  boards  contend  that  houses  can  do 
very  well  without  certain  conveniences;  and  so  many  as  one  hundred 
families  live  in  a  limited  row  of  buildings  at  Glasgow,  who,  with  a  very 
wealthy  man  as  a  landlord,  have  but  one  water-closet  for  them  all  ! — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


East  Tennessee  Medical  Society. — At  a  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  at 
Chattanooga,  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  November  last,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  nominate  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association, 
who  report  as  follows  :  "  Whereas,  We  duly  appreciate  the  objects  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  believe  that  it  will  have  a  salutary  in- 
fluence upon,  and  will  tend  to  elevate,  the  medical  profession  ;  that  it  is 
calculated  to  disseminate  information  and  promote  a  union  among  its  mem- 
bers, it  is  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  F.  A.  Ramsay,  of  Knoxville,  and  S.  B.  Bowles,  of 
Marion,  be  appointed  delegates  from  this  Society  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  which  meets  at  Boston  in  May  next. 

Resolved,  That  the  ethics  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  be  adopted  by  this  Society  for  the  government  of  its 
members. 

Resolved,  That  any  member  violating  any  part  or  parts  of  said  ethics, 
will  be  amenable  to  presentation  by  any  member  to  whose  knowledge  the 
violation  may  become  known,  and  subject  to  degradation  by  expulsion." — 
Medical  News. 


The  whole  number  of  cases  of  cholera  in  Poland  from  August  3d  to  the 
13th  of  November,  was  39,162;  18,586  recovered,  and  18,375  died. 


THE 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XL.  Wednesday,  February  21,  1849.  No.  3. 


ASTRINGENTS  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  Asiatic  cholera  is  said  to  be  again  progressing  through  our 
country,  and,  as  in  times  past,  we  are  informed  through  the  Medical 
Journals,  and  the  newspapers  generally,  of  the  best  methods  of  treating 
that  hitherto  fatal  disease.  The  plans  of  treatment  have  been  some- 
what various,  but  the  lack  of  success  has  been  signally  uniform.  Why 
should  it  be  otherwise,  when  erroneous  pathological  opinions  have  mis- 
led practitioners,  and  the  treatment  most  obviously  indicated,  and  which 
alone  can  prove  generally  successful,  has  scarcely  been  noticed  by  the 
profession  ?  The  disease  is  an  extraordinary  one — speedily  fatal — mocks 
the  ill-directed  efforts  of  the  physician  ;  therefore  extraordinary  remedies, 
recommended  by  extraordinary  men,  have  been  sought  after  and  ad- 
ministered, and  honestly  believed  to  be  the  only  reliable  curative  means 
within  the  reach  of  medical  men.  But  failure  has  been  the  result,  of 
which,  in  1832,  for  a  time  I  had  painful  experience  in  my  own  practice. 
Becoming  satisfied  of  the  inefficiency  of  these  "  best  modes  of  treat- 
ment," I  resorted  to  a  plan  which  was  published  in  your  Journal  in  the 
month  of  November  (I  believe),  1832,  which  was  attended  with  almost 
invariable  success.  The  year  1834  gave  still  further  opportunity  of 
testing  my  plan  of  treatment,  which  succeeded  equally  well  as  formerly, 
not  only  in  the  hands  of  neighboring  practitioners,  but  in  the  hands  of 
the  common  people,  many  of  whom,  when  attacked,  treated  themselves 
successfully,  without  calling  in  medical  aid.  I  refer  you,  also,  to  the  edi- 
torial remarks  in  your  Journal  on  my  communication  above  alluded  to, 
and  think  it  not  unreasonable  to  request  that  you  publish  this  letter, 
and  re-publish  that  communication  entire.  Justice  to  myself  as  the  first 
promulgator  of  an  efficient  method  of  treating  cholera — justice  to  your- 
self, as  an  impartial  journalist — to  the  profession  of  which  we  are  mem- 
bers, and  to  the  public,  require  their  publication.  That  treatment, 
based  on  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  communication,  will  succeed, 
I  confidently  affirm  ;  whilst  any  treatment  not  based  on  such  principles 
cannot  be  attended  with  satisfactory  results.  I  speak  strongly,  because  I 
feel  strongly  on  this  important  subject,  and  respectfully,  but  earnestly, 
invite  my  professional  brethren  to  make  a  thorough  trial  of  the  remedies, 
assuring  them  that  if  the  trial  be  made  with  a  zeal  and  energy  propor- 
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tioned  to  the  emergency,  their  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  triumphant 
success.  Yours  respectfully, 

Aurora,  Kane  Co.,  111.,  Jan.  16,  1849.  Daniel  Eastman. 

[The  article  referred  to  by  Dr.  Eastman  is  copied,  agreeably  to  his 
request,  from  the  Journal  of  Nov.  7,  1832.  The  few  of  our  readers 
who  already  have  the  volume  containing  it,  will  excuse  its  re-publication, 
when  they  consider  that  it  is  not  merely  the  announcement  of  a  theory 
in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  cholera,  but  a  statement  by  a  respectable 
physician  of  its  successful  application  to  practice,  and  as  such,  worthy 
the  consideration  of  every  practitioner. — Ed.] 

Sir, — I  send  you  some  remarks  of  mine  on  spasmodic  cholera.  They 
were  drawn  up  during  a  great  hurry  of  business,  and  consequently  I 
could  give  but  a  brief  sketch  of  the  subject,  either  as  respects  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  or  its  treatment. 

Since  making  the  above-mentioned  communication,  I  have  treated 
about  twenty  cases  ;  and  as  the  disease  was  on  the  decline,  have  had  a 
better  opportunity  of  observing  the  effects  of  the  remedies  which  1  ad- 
ministered— the  consequence  of  which  has  been,  that  my  confidence  in 
the  utility  of  the  mode  of  treatment  which  I  pursue  has  been  very  much 
increased.  I  have  treated  and  cured  many  cases  (and  lost  some  of 
course),  after  the  spasms  had  been  severe  in  all  the  extremities  ;  when 
the  countenance  had  become  much  sunken,  with  large  livid  or  brownish 
areolae  round  the  eyes,  blueness  commencing  on  the  chin,  the  extremities 
in  a  profuse  cold  perspiration,  integuments  of  the  hands  corrugated, 
and  the  voice  changed,  first  to  a  "  wailing  tone,"  becoming  gradually 
more  hoarse  and  squeaking,  till  the  articulation  became  so  difficult  and 
indistinct  as  to  be  nearly  unintelligible.  Cases,  however,  that  have  pro- 
gressed to  this  degree,  especially  before  the  patient  has  had  the  benefit 
of  remedies,  which  most  frequently  happens  in  country  places,  may  be 
considered  very  dangerous  and  of  doubtful  issue  ;  for  there  is  a  certain 
point  to  which  evacuations  may  be  borne,  and  beyond  which,  although 
the  evacuations  be  checked,  all  attempts  to  cure  by  the  internal  or  ex- 
ternal use  of  remedies  must  prove  abortive.  In  such  cases,  injection 
into  the  veins,  notwithstanding  its  frequent  failure,  I  do  think  might  be- 
come generally  successful  by  attending  to  the  suggestion  in  my  communi- 
cation on  that  subject ;  for,  from  the  opportunity  which  1  have  had  of 
observing  the  disease,  I  am  of  opinion  that  death  is  caused,  not  by  the 
operation  of  any  deleterious  agent  on  the  system,  but  directly  from  an 
excessive  and  sudden  drain  from  the  circulating  fluids.  The  cause, 
whatever  it  may  be,  is  not  in  itself  dangerous,  independent  of  evacuations. 
I  am  of  opinion  that,  generally,  death  ensues  from  inanition,  and  on  this 
ground  I  found  my  confidence  in  the  utility  of  direct  repletion  by  injec- 
tion into  the  circulating  system. 

I  cannot  enter  my  protest  too  strongly  against  considering  spasmodic 
cholera  a  congestive  disease,  all  post-mortem  appearances  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  It  requires  no  extraordinary  skill  in  reasoning  to  ac- 
count for  the  post-mortem  appearances  on  other  and  more  satisfactory 
grounds ;  but  facts  in  practice  are  better  and  more  satisfactory,  especially 
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to  our  patients.  The  doctrine  of  congestion,  unconnected  with  practice, 
might  well  enough  be  left  to  sink  of  itself  into  oblivion  :  but  wherever 
the  disease  has  appeared,  it  has  led  to  the  practice  of  venesection,  which, 
in  despite  of  the  eminence  of  its  advocates,  and  the  plausibility  of  their 
arguments  in  its  favor,  is  productive  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 
It  matters  not  that  some  patients  have  been  bled  and  have  recovered. 
This  proves  barely  that  the  patient  was  able  to  withstand  both  the  disease 
and  the  bleeding.  No  course  of  practice  can  be  relied  on  until  many 
fair  trials  have  been  made  with  pretty  uniform  success.  The  practice  of 
administering  diuretics  on  account  of  the  suppression  of  the  action  of  the 
kidneys,  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  equally  preposterous,  but  by  no  means 
so  dangerous.  When  the  evacuations  from  the  bowels  are  arrested,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  the  kidneys  resume  (gradually)  their  proper  func- 
tions.   I  have  only  had  two  cases  in  which  diuretics  were  necessary. 

I  submit  the  above,  together  with  the  communication,  for  your  con- 
sideration. If  you  think  they  may  be  of  any  use,  you  may  insert  them 
in  your  Journal  in  such  form  as  may  be  most  convenient  for  yourself. 
As  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  well  enough  known  to  practitioners; 
they  may  perhaps  with  propriety  be  omitted.  Yours  respectfully, 

Napierville,  Canada,  Oct.  20,  1832.  Daniel  Eastman. 

[As  suggested  by  Dr.  E.,  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  are  here  omitted. 

Such,  Sir,  is  the  disease  that  has  lately  committed  the  most  appalling 
devastation  in  this  parish  (St.  Cyprian)  ;  and,  formidable  as  it  may  ap- 
pear to  be,  I  have  good  reason  at  present  to  consider  it,  in  nearly  every 
instance,  a  disease  completely  under  the  control  of  medicine,  if  admi- 
nistered soon  after  the  accession  of  severe  purging  ;  and  that  those  who 
read  this  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  this  apparently 
bold  assertion,  I  give  my  views  of  the  disease,  my  practice,  in  connec- 
tion with  my  reasons  for  the  same,  and  the  results. 

Having  been  led  to  consider  the  disease  as  highly  congestive,  by  our 
transatlantic  brethren,  or  rather  fathers,  as  well  as  by  practitioners  in  our 
own  country,  I  commenced,  as  by  them  recommended,  by  bleeding  my 
patients,  as  affording  the  most  obvious  means  of  relief,  when  I  could  do 
it  at  the  onset  of  the  disease ;  but  was  soon  constrained  to  abandon  the 
practice.  I  gave  opium  both  in  small  and  large  doses,  combined  with 
calomel  and  antimonials,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Good,  camphor,  am- 
monia, stimulating  and  volatile  potions,  the  essential  oils,  applied  heat  ifc 
various  ways,  with  rubefacients  to  the  stomach  and  abdomen,  directed 
friction  with  various  hot  substances,  &c.  &c,  but  had  the  painful  morti- 
fication of  being  obliged  to  relinquish  all  confidence  in  the  entire  routine 
of  treatment  that  I  had  adopted,  finding  that  only  a  very  few  cases  of  the 
disease  terminated  favorably,  and  that  the  recoveries  appeared  to  be 
rather  the  result  of  accident  than  of  good  practice. 

Finding  myself  in  this  dilemma,  and  my  patients  in  a  still  worse  one, 
I  applied  myself  to  the  study  of  the  facts  that  presented  themselves  in 
the  disease,  rather  than  the  invention  of  new  prescriptions,  which  would 
only  be  to  grope  my  way  in  the  dark  ;  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  disease  is  one  of  debility  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  fluid  evacu- 
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ated,  and  the  capability  of  the  patient  to  bear  the  loss,  which  is  that  of 
the  circulating  fluids  of  the  system  poured  out  from  the  open  mouths  of 
the  minute  vessels  into  the  alimentary  canal :  that  although  colic  is  fre- 
quently present,  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  bowels  is  not  increased 
from  any  other  cause  than  distention,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  would  be 
fiom  enema  la  of  w  arm  w  ater,  and  that  the  obstinacy  of  the  subsequent 
symptoms  bore  an  exact  proportion  to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  system 
generally.     Hence  the  inutility,  and  even  injurious  effects,  of  bleeding. 
Large  doses  of  opium,  or  of  any  of  its  preparations,  are  also  objectiona- 
ble, because  ihey  produce  a  stupifying  effect,  nausea  and  debility,  all 
whi  -h  should  be  most  sedulously  avoided,  and  because  there  is  no  useful 
purpose  to  be  answered  by  their  administration.    Moderate  doses  pro- 
duce a  gently  exhilarating  effect,  and  suffice  to  subdue  the  colic  when 
present.    Alcoholic  and  volatile  stimulants  are  too  pungent  for  the  sto- 
mach, already  too  irritable,  are  transitory  in  their  effects,  and  exhaust 
rather  than  augment  the  vital  energies.    If  given  at  all,  they  should  be 
in  very  small  doses,  rather  as  cordials  and  auxiliaries  than  as  principals, 
but  in  most  cases  they  had  better  be  entirely  excluded  ;  at  any  rate,  they 
may  be  safely  neglected.    Antimonials  are  injurious,  because  they  pro- 
duce nausea  and  irritate  the  bowels.    Camphor  in  small  doses  might  not 
be  objectionable,  but  1  have  done  very  well  without  it.    Ammonia  and 
the  volatile  oils,  in  large  doses,  are  liable  to  the  same  objections  as  other 
stimulants,  and  I  prefer  to  occupy  the  stomach  with  other  remedies  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  cure  of  the  disease,  and  avoid  embarrassing  this  organ 
with  a  variety  of  remedies,  lest  it  reject  the  w  hole.    The  application  of 
heat  is  in  my  opinion  objectionable,  excepting  where  the  surface  is  cooler 
than  natural,  which  is  generally  the  case  with  regard  to  the  limbs,  but  the 
body  is  seldom  below  the  natural  temperature  at  the  commencement  of 
the  disease  ;  heat  about  the  body,  and  a  heavy  weight  of  bed-clothes, 
oppress  and  exhaust  the  patient.    Friction  in  the  most  of  cases  is  nearly 
a  useless  operation,  as  the  fatigue  and  agitation  of  the  patient  which  it 
causes,  both  in  body  and  mind,  counterbalance  all  the  good  effects  that 
may  be  expected  to  result  from  it.    To  relieve  the  spasms,  firm  exten- 
sion by  grasping  the  heel,  and  pressing  the  palm  of  the  hand  against  the 
toes  and  the  foot,  with  pressure,  by  firmly  grasping  around  the  bellies 
of  the  contracted  muscles,  afford  much  more  effectual  relief  than  friction. 
Friction,  with  a  view  to  produce  perspiration,  is  unnecessary  ;  for,  in  a 
severe  case,  before  the  effusion  into  the  bowels  is  checked,  I  doubt 
whether  a  warm,  healthy  perspiration  can  be  procured.    ]n  a  mild  case, 
there  is  but  little  trouble  in  effecting  a  cure  without  it.    In  all  cases,  i 
prefer  a  dry,  warm  skin  during  the  continuance  of  the  evacuations.  In 
not  a  single  instance  have  I  known  a  perspiration  to  relieve  the  symp- 
toms ;  in  every  case  it  was  the  result,  not  the  cause,  of  the  cure. 

I  come  now  to  the  particulars  of  my  own  practice.  My  first  dose  is 
a  grain  of  opium,  generally  in  fine  powder,  in  combinations  with  twenty 
grains  of  calomel  and  a  teaspoonful  of  ground  ginger,  mixed  with  a  little 
sugar  and  water.  The  opium  in  this  moderate  quantity  is  an  agreeable 
stimulant,  somewhat  permanent  in  its  effects,  allays  irritability,  an  invaria- 
ble concomitant  on  severe  evacuations,  soothes  the  uneasy  sensations, 
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raises  the  sinking  spirits  of  the  patient,  and  relieves  the  colic  wjien 
present.    If  this  last  symptom  continue,  I  repeat  the  opium  in  minute 
doses,  generally  in  the  form  of  paregoric,  until  the   pain  ahates.  I 
give  the  calomel  because  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  bile  in  the  ejected 
fluids,  the  remedy  being  generally  useful  in  emulging  the  biliary  cavities, 
and  is  most  decisively  beneficial  in  common  diarrhoea  in  substituting 
healthy  for  diseased  action.    The  ginger  is  a  warming  aromatic,  is  per- 
manent in  its  effects  ;  sustains  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  and 
produces  a  dry,  warm  surface.    The  administration  of  this  dose  is  gene- 
rally attended  with  complete  relief  within  fifteen  minutes  of  the  sensa- 
tion of  "  floating,"  excepting  in  the  bowels,  which  are  also  partially  re- 
lieved.   The  feeling  of  sinking  and  prostration  materially  abates,  warmth 
is  communicated  to  the  stomach,  and  the  pulse  and  temperature  of  the 
extremities  are  elevated.    In  many  instances  the  patient  says  that  he 
feels  as  if  a  current  of  hot  water  was  passing  from  his  heart  throughout 
the  whole  system,  to  the  ends  of  his  fingers  and  toes,  accompanied  with 
pricking  in  the  skin  and  flesh.    Unless  complete  relief  be  given  by  this 
dose  in  a  few  minutes,  which,  indeed,  seldom  happens,  I  give  thirty,  fre- 
quently forty,  grains  of  the  extract  of  catechu  in  fine  powder,  and  con- 
tinue rapidly  to  repeat  the  remedy,  in  frequency  and  quantity,  as  the  ur- 
gency of  the  symptoms  may  require,  till  the  evacuations  wholly  cease. 
Catechu  is  a  very  powerful  astringent,  of  uniform  strength,  and  on  astrin- 
gents I  place  my  main  reliance.    The  effusion  from  the  open  mouths  of 
the  minute  vessels  into  the  bowels  must  be  absolutely  restrained,  or  the 
patient  will  absolutely  die ;  and  I  know  of  no  more  likely  means  of  ef- 
fecting this,  than  to  apply  a  corrugating  substance  directly  to  the  relaxed 
surface.    It  appears  also  to  act  by  sympathy,  both  in  the  bowels  and 
skin  ;  for  before  the  remedy  has  apparently  passed  from  the  stomach,  the 
bowels  are  perceptibly  relieved,  and  the  skin  becomes  dryer  and  warmer. 
The  first  dose  (calomel,  fee.)  with  eighty  grains  of  catechu,  divided  into 
two  or  more  portions,  will  in  most  instances  arrest  the  disease.  When 
it  does  not,  I  give  a  teaspoonful  of  the  decoction  of  oak  or  hemlock 
'  bark,  evaporated  to  the  consistence  of  syrup,  every  five,  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  as  the  case  may  require,  until  it  arrests  the  purging.    I  have 
known  a  tablespoon ful  of  this  decoction,  with  a  teaspoonful  of  parego- 
ric, given  at  a  single  dose  immediately  after  the  calomel,  to  arrest  the  dis- 
ease, although  the  spasms  were  severe  both  in  the  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities.   When  the  stomach  is  very  irritable,  the  astringents  had  better 
be  given  in  the  form  of  pills,  being  more  easily  taken,  and  consequently 
less  liable  to  be  rejected.    In  some  instances,  I  have  known  a  distress- 
ing nausea  to  be  followed  by  the  rejection  from  the  stomach  of  an  in- 
tensely acid  fluid ;  in  such  cases  a  few  doses  of  the  prepared  chalk  will 
afford  very  signal  relief.    The  patient  will  derive  some  advantage,  also, 
from  the  application  of  a  large  blistering  plaster,  sprinkled  thickly  with 
pulverized  capsicum,  over  the  seat  of  the  most  pain,  whether  it  be  in  the 
stomach  or  bowels — the  surface  where  it  is  applied  being  previously  wet 
with  warm  water.    When  there  is  much  restlessness,  the  compound  assa- 
foetida  pill,  or  clear  assafcetida  in  the  form  of  a  pill,  is  a  useful  remedy. 
After  the  action  of  the  bowels  has  been  kept  in  check  six  or  seven 
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hours,  it  generally  commences  again,  sometimes  with  no  ordinary  degree 
of  violence.  If  the  dejections  be  black  or  bilious,  an  occasional  motion 
is  admissible  ;  if  watery,  they  must  be  immediately  checked,  and  the 
decoction  of  oak  or  hemlock  bark  four  parts,  combined  with  paregoric 
one  part,  in  moderate  doses  occasionally,  is  generally  all  that  will  be 
necessary.  When  the  bowels  do  not  act  spontaneously,  which,  indeed, 
rarely  happens,  a  laxative  of  the  mildest  kind  should  be  given  in  divided 
doses,  in  order  to  solicit  a  motion  in  the  most  gradual  manner  ;  as  a  quick 
motion,  although  not  copious,  produces  a  distressing  faintness,  somewhat 
difficult  to  remove  and  unpleasant  to  endure. 

I  subject  my  patients  to  rigid  discipline  from  the  commencement,  en- 
join a  recumbent  posture,  prohibit  motion,  even  of  the  limbs,  direct  the 
covering  to  be  only  sufficient  to  make  the  patient  comfortable,  and,  as  the 
extremities  are  usually  cool,  additional  covering  and  warm  flannel  may  be 
applied  to  them.  Heat  applied  to  the  trunk,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is 
injurious  unless  the  surface  of  the  body  be  cool.  Motion  increases  the 
nausea  and  agitation  of  the  bowels.  As  the  vomiting  and  consequently 
the  thirst  is  generally  proportioned  to  the  quantity  of  fluids  taken  into  the 
stomach,  I  allow  no  other  drink  than  a  spoonful  of  broth  once  in  half  an 
hour,  till  the  remedies  have  arrested  the  disease,  when,  of  course,  a  gra- 
dual increase  of  nourishment  is  admissible  and  necessary. 

Since  I  commenced  the  mode  of  treatment  herein  described,  I  have 
not  yet  lost  a  patient  that  made  immediate  application  for  assistance,  on 
the  accession  of  severe  purging.  Out  of  more  than  seventy  patients,  1 
have  lost  but  ten  (two  of  which  were  under  two  years  of  agej,  all  of 
whom  neglected  to  apply  for  remedies  till  they  were  nearly  in  a  dying 
state,  or  were  stubbornly  mismanaged  by  the  attendants.  Previously  I 
had  had  ten  cases,  five  of  which  gave  me  a  fair  opportunity  of  testing  the 
efficacy  of  the  remedies  which  I  made  use  of,  and  but  one  recovered. 
My  patients  have  all  been  at  distances  within  eight  miles,  and  therefore 
could  not  procure  assistance  in  many  instances  before  the  spasms  had 
commenced  in  the  toes,  and  in  several  cases  severe  spasms  in  all  the 
limbs  had  existed  some  time  previous  to  the  reception  of  medicines. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  premonitory  symptoms,  very  little 
need  be  said,  as  there  is  not  much  necessary  to  be  done.  Fifteen  or 
twenty  grains  of  the  blue  pill,  or  the  same  quantity  of  calomel,  followed 
with  ten  grains  of  the  put  vis  opiatus  combined  with  an  aromatic,  and  an 
astringent  if  necessary,  will  generally  suffice.  If,  however,  the  bowels 
are  frequently  pouring  off  a  watery  fluid,  the  treatment  should  be  re- 
versed ;  and  as  a  sudden  check  should  be  put  to  the  discharges,  the  first 
remedy  should  be  in  the  liquid  form.  For  this  purpose,  three  drachms 
of  paregoric,  combined  with  twenty  grains  of  catechu,  or  its  equivalent  of 
some  other  astringent,  answers  very  well.  This  treatment  will  seldom 
fail  of  success. 

Relative  to  the  supervention  of  febrile  symptoms,  on  the  cessation  of 
the  evacuation,  I  can  say  nothing  from  experience,  not  having  known  of 
any  occurrence  of  the  kind  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  this 
place. 

As  it  frequently  happens  that  medical  assistance  is  not  sought  till  all 
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prospect  of  the  utility  of  the  internal  use  of  remedies  is  at  nn  end,  injec- 
tion into  the  veins,  as  a  dernier  resort,  may  prove  serviceable,  and  is  well 
worthy  of  a  faithful  trial.  In  resorting  to  this  operation,  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  giving  astringents  internally,  in  order  that  the  fluid  in- 
jected, in  going  the  round  of  circulation,  may  not  be  poured  into  the 
bowels  and  thereby  render  its  effects  perfectly  nugatory. 

Respecting  the  pathology  of  cholera,  the  above  remarks  are  sufficient 
to  illustrate  the  principles  on  which  I  found  my  practice,  and  therefore 
all  that  need  be  offered. 

Being  strongly  impressed  with  the  urgent  necessity  of  a  general  radical 
change  in  the  treatment  of  Asiatic  cholera,  of  which  the  public  at  large 
must  also  be  fully  convinced  by  the  awful  mortality  of  the  present  sum- 
mer, I  am  induced  to  contribute  the  above  (necessarily  imperfect,  from 
the  short  portion  of  time  that  my  professional  duties  would  allow  me  to 
devote  to  it)  to  that  most  desirable  purpose,  that  the  disease  may  not 
ever  remain  equally  a  scourge  to  humanity,  and  a  reproach  to  the  science 
of  medicine. 

September  22,  1832. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  HYDROPHOBIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosto?i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reading  the  account  of  the  late  case  of  hydrophobia  in 
your  Journal,  my  attention  was  most  forcibly  arrested  by  the  quotation 
in  the  last  paragraph,  from  Dr.  James  Johnson  ;  so  much  so,  that  1 
have  thought  fit  to  transcribe  it  again,  with  a  view  of  making  it  serve 
as  a  text  or  preface  for  a  few  remarks  on  the  pathology  and  treatment 
of  this  intractable  disease. 

"  We  must  conclude,"  he  says,  "  that  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
most  evident  indications  of  inflammatory  action  attend  the  symptoms,  and 
distinguish  the  pathology  of  hydrophobia  ;  that  we  have  often  inflamma- 
tion of  the  oesophagus,  pharynx  and  larynx,  and  occasionally  of  the 
brain  and  spinal  cord  ;  yet  it  is  generally  admitted  that  these  appearances 
are  more  the  consequence  than  the  cause  of  the  disorder,  and  that  al- 
though frequently  present  with,  they  are  by  no  means  essential  to,  the 
existence  of  hydrophobic  action." 

When  we  consider  the  frequency  of  traces  of  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  surface  of  the  throat,  and  the  prominence  of  spasmodic  action 
in  those  muscles,  whose  normal  actions  are  excited  by  impressions  on 
that  surface,  the  question  naturally  arises,  whether,  supposing  it  to  be  a 
consequence  and  not  the  cause  of  the  disease,  it  may  not  still  be  owing 
to  this  complication  that  the  disease  acquires  that  habit  of  intense 
spasmodic  action  which  constitutes  its  danger  and  intractability.  The 
inflammation  of  the  skin  in  confluent  smallpox  is  not  the  cause  of 
the  disease;  yet  it  is  that  which,  in  9  cases  out  of  10,  renders 
the  disease  fatal.  Nor  can  we  see  any  reason  for  the  assertion  of  Dr. 
Johnson  that  this  inflammation  is  not  essential  to  the  disease  when  fully 
developed.    That  distinct  traces  of  inflammation  in  these  parts  have  not 
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been  discovered  in  every  case  of  hydrophobia,  may  be  accounted  for  in 
some  instances  by  the  disease  having  proved  fatal  before  the  anatomical 
characters  of  inflammation  were  developed ;  in  others,  mistakes  may  have 
been  made  as  to  the  identity  of  the  disease  ;  and  doubtless  in  some  in- 
stances, they  may  have  been  overlooked — the  examinations  having  been 
conducted  by  persons  unaccustomed  to  detect  the  nicer  shades  of  inflam- 
mation. I  question  whether  every  one  could  detect  evident  marks  of 
inflammation  in  the  larynx,  in  hooping  cough  at  an  early  period  ;  yet  that 
the  violent  spasmodic  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles  in  this  disease  is 
owing  to  an  inflammatory  condition  of  that  organ,  hardly  admits  of  a 
doubt. 

The  analogy  which  exists  between  this  and  other  specific  diseases  that 
have  a  stage  of  incubation,  confirms  this  opinion.  They  all  exhibit  a 
tendency  to  the  same  parts,  whether  they  are  communicated  by  animals 
of  the  same  or  different  species  to  one  another.  Now  in  the  dog,  there 
can  scarcely  exist  a  doubt  that  the  parts  about  the  throat  are  primarily 
diseased  in  cases  where  it  arises  spontaneously,  and  secondarily  where  it 
arises  from  the  bite  of  another  dog.  And  it  were  natural  to  suppose 
that  the  same  parts  in  man  would  be  affected  in  the  same  way. 

If  the  disease  were  a  general,  instead  of  a  local  one,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  account  for  the  appearance  of  inflammation  in  the  bitten  part, 
which  takes  place  so  often  and  after  so  long  a  period  of  time.  In  this 
respect  the  virus  acts  very  much  like  the  virus  of  smallpox  when  inocu- 
lated into  the  system.  Here  we  have,  in  the  first  place,  a  period  of  incu- 
bation ;  secondly,  a  period  of  local  inflammation  ;  thirdly,  a  period  of  re- 
flected irritation  or  constitutional  excitement  ;  then  a  second  period  of 
local  inflammation  ;  and  lastly,  the  constitutional  effects  of  this.  Now 
in  hydrophobia  we  have  the  same  series,  only  they  seem  more  to  run  into 
each  other — that  is  to  say,  the  constitutional  follow  much  sooner  on  the 
local  symptoms.  On  the  other  hand,  we  see  in  vaccination  the  first- 
mentioned  virus,  by  a  very  slight  modification,  blunted  in  its  action,  and 
the  constitution  successfully  resisting  the  two  last  terms  of  the  series. 
And  if  this  difference  of  results,  viz.,  the  abortion  of  the  secondary  in- 
flammation, follows  from  this  morbid  poison  being  a  little  slower  in  its 
operation  in  the  last  case,  that  of  rabies  being  confessedly  more  active,  it 
is  easy  to  conceive  that  a  slight  increase  of  its  activity  might  produce 
effects  the  very  reverse,  and  give  rise  to  a  secondary,  without  any  ob- 
vious primary  inflammation,  and  thus  account  for  the  comparatively  few 
cases  where  no  preliminary  symptoms  are  complained  of  in  the  bitten 
part.  Perhaps  the  strongest  evidence  of  its  being  a  general  disease  is 
the  extreme  irritability  of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body.  But  when  it 
is  considered,  that  this  is  later  in  appearance  than  the  affection  of  the 
throat,  that  it  must  naturally  arise  from  an  irritation  of  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  that  dissection  reveals  traces  of  inflammation  in  the  spinal  mar- 
row less  frequently  than  in  the  mucous  surface  of  the  throat,  and  that, 
too,  in  that  portion  of  the  cord  where  the  nerves  of  deglutition  and  respi- 
ration terminate,  its  occurrence  as  one  of  the  consequences  is  almost 
demonstrated. 

Having  been  impressed  with  these  views  for  some  time,  I  would  re- 
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spectfully  suggest  to  physicians  who  may  be  called  to  treat  hydrophobia, 
that  it  is  a  disease  of  a  mixed  local  and  general  nature,  having  two 
foci  of  inflammation  and  constitutional  irritation,  a  primary  and  a  se- 
condary one ;  and  that  while  the  constitutional  symptoms  should  not  be 
neglected,  the  main  hope  of  arresting  its  dreadful  fatality  consists  in  ap- 
plying remedies  to  these  seats  of  inflammation  :  and  1  would  farther 
suggest,  from  the  known  efficacy  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  various  diseases 
— such,  for  instance,  as  erysipelas,  a  local  disease  with  severe  constitu- 
tional symptoms  ;  in  smallpox,  the  pustules  of  which  it  stops  when  early 
applied  ;  and  in  gonorrhoea,  which  it  likewise  aborts  (the  two  last  being 
diseases  which,  like  rabies,  arise  from  specific  animal  poisons) — that  its 
application  in  a  strong  solution  to  the  whole  surface  of  the  pharynx,  fau- 
ces and  mouth,  as  far  as  practicable,  at  an  early  period  (that  of  commenc- 
ing spasm),  affords  a  hope  of  successful,  while  it  can  be  productive  of 
no  injurious,  results. 

I  am  not  aware  that  anything  of  the  kind  has  ever  been  attempted,, 
Two  cases  of  recovery,  spoken  of  in  Druitt's  Surgery — one  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  acetate  of  lead,  the  other  by  profuse  salivation — may  have 
been  the  result  incidentally  of  the  local  effects  of  the  lead  and  the  mer- 
cury on  the  mouth,  while  being  exhibited.  With  the  exception  of  cau- 
terizing the  wound  immediately  after  the  bite,  and  some  imaginary  vesi- 
cles under  the  tongue,  this  disease  has  been  uniformly  treated  as  a  general 
one,  the  symptoms  having  been  attacked,  while  the  cause  has  been  over- 
looked. 

And  with  respect  to  the  general  treatment,  the  substitution  of  chlo- 
roform for  the  old  and  approved  methods  of  allaying  spasmodic  diseases, 
will  hardly,  I  think,  be  found  to  be  an  improvement.  And  in  this 
disease  the  difficulty  of  using  it,  and  the  rapid  subsidence  of  its  effects, 
will  form  an  effectual  bar  to  its  long-continued  employment.  In  the  case 
referred  to,  it  evidently  occasioned  the  death  of  the  patient.  A  tonic 
instead  of  a  lowering  plan  is  indicated.  If  any  medicine  is  administered 
by  the  mouth,  quinine  in  large  doses  would  be  worth  trying.  The  act 
of  swallowing  should  not  be  excited  without  a  sufficient  reason  ;  and 
the  stomach  should  be  let  alone  as  much  as  possible,  that  it  may  be 
able  to  digest  light  nourishment,  which  should  be  administered  from  time 
to  time  if  the  disease  is  protracted.  The  muscles  of  deglutition  would 
be  excited  less  to  action,  if  the  stomach  tube  could  be  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  injecting  liquids.  The  surface  to  which  remedies  should  be 
applied  is  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  large  intestines,  and  care 
should  be  had  that  this  membrane  be  kept  in  a  state  to  be  favorably  af- 
fected by  these  remedies.  Laudanum  injections  in  teaspoonful  doses,  at  in- 
tervals so  as  to  keep  the  patient  in  a  state  approaching  to  narcotism,  and  if 
these  fail,  tobacco  in  the  form  of  smoke,  which  I  have  found  to  be  a  safe 
and  efficient  antispasmodic,  more  slow  and  persistent  in  its  action  than 
the  infusion,  and  not  so  prostrating.  Some  slight  advantage  might  follow 
from  an  opium,  belladonna,  or  snuff  plaster,  to  the  throat  or  nape  of  the 
neck. 

It  may  be  regarded  as  somewhat  obtrusive,  for  one  to  propose  a  plan  of 
treatment  for  a  disease,  a  case  of  which  he  has  never  seen.    But  from 
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the  comparative  rarity  of  hydrophobia,  the  opportunities  to  witness  it  that 
happen  lo  the  most  favored  will  rarely  give  them  a  title  to  claim  any- 
thing more  than  a  negative  experience.  In  a  disease  so  uniformly  fatal, 
any  experiment  that  affords  a  faint  prospect  of  success  is  justifiable. 
And  I  would  add  that  the  increase  of  rabies  of  late  in  New  England 
renders  it  obligatory  on  those  physicians,  who  may  meet  with  it,  to  give 
an  account  of  their  casos  as  soon  as  convenient ;  and  instead  of  publish- 
ing them  at  the  South  or  at  the  far-off  West,  communicate  them  to  the 
Journal  most  extensively  read  by  their  New  England  brethren. 

Backport,  Feb.  5,  1849.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 


THE  LATE  MEDICAL  DEGREE  TO  A  FEMALE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  first  number  of  the  present  volume  of  the  Journal,  1  have 
observed  a  detailed  account  of  the  ceremonies,  or  which  blight*  more 
properly  be  called  the  farce,  enacted  at  the  Geneva  Medical  College  by 
conferring  the  degree  of  M.D.  upon  a  Miss   Black  well.     Although  a 
glowing  account  of  the  transaction  is  given,  we  are  not  informed  whether 
the  graduate  appeared  in  appropriate  professional  costume,  or  is  to  make 
the  metamorphosis  the  subject  of  another  public  exhibition,  when  the  re- 
fined auditors  may  not  only  "  hold  their  breath,"  but  shut  their  eyes. 
Whatever  may  be  the  character  and  acquirements  of  this  individual,  it  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  she  has  been  induced  to  depart  from  the  ap- 
propriate sphere  of  her  own  sex,  and  led  to  aspire  to  honors  and  duties 
which  by  the  order  of  nature  and  the  common  consent  of  the  world 
devolve  alone  upon  num.    And  I  am  sorry  that  Geneva  Medical  Col- 
lege should  be  the  first  to  commence  the  nefarious  process  of  amalgama- 
tion.   Hitherto  an  intuitive  sense  of  propriety  has  induced  all  civilized 
nations  to  regard  the  professions  of  law,  medicine  and  divinity  as  mascu- 
line duties,  and  by  the  universal  acceptation  of  both  sexes,  the  sterner 
offices  and  responsibilities  incident  to  these  vocations  have  been  consi- 
dered most  compatible  with  the  physical  and  mental  constitution  of  the 
male  sex.    Woman  was  obviously  designed  to  move  in  another  sphere, 
to  discharge  other  duties — not  less  important,  not  less  honorable,  not  less 
angelic,  but  more  refined,  more  delicate.    Within  her  own  province  she 
is  all  powerful.    She  is  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  race — the  sacred  re- 
pository of  all  that  is  virtuous,  graceful  and  lovely.    But  when  she  de- 
parts from  this,  she  goes  astray  from  her  appropriate  element,  dishonors 
her  sex,  seeks  laurels  in  forbidden  paths,  and  perverts  the  laws  of  her 
Maker.    When  some  sudden  emergency  or  imperious  necessity  requires 
it,  she  is  justified  in  rendering  temporary  aid  to  the  rude  avocations  of  men  ; 
but  when  no  such  necessity  demands  her  service,  the  character  and  useful- 
ness of  her  own  sex,  and  the  general  good  of  society,  are  best  promoted 
by  a  proper  attention  to  the  duties  of  her  own  province.    The  distaff, 
the  needle  and  the  pencil  look  better  in  her  hand  than  the  hoe  or  the 
scythe,  the  trephine  or  the  gorget.    The  course  of  "  dornina  Blackwell  " 
cannot  be  justified  by  any  urgent  necessity.    The  profession  was  quite 
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too  full  before,  and  could  well  afford  to  dispense  with  her  ser- 
vices. I  know  we  sometimes  hear  of  runaway  maidens  serving  in 
disguise  in  the  army  or  on  shipboard,  but  such  heroines  deserve  very 
little  commendation,  and  the  rudest  commander  has  always  had  a  suffi- 
cient sense  of  propriety  to  discharge  such  "  dominas  "  as  soon  as  their 
sex  was  known. 

Would  either  of  the  other  learned  professions  have  received  and  gra- 
duated a  female  ?  Would  any  amount  of  study  or  learning  have  gained 
her  admittance  to  the  bar  or  the  desk  ?  Certainly  not.  Then  why  dese- 
crate the  profession  of  medicine,  and  publicly  disparage  it?  If  a  clique 
of  pseudo-reformers,  or  some  mushroom  Thomsonian  or  hydropathic  asso- 
ciation, had  conferred  this  degree,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no  sur- 
prise, because  it  would  be  in  perfect  keeping  with  their  transactions.  As 
this  is  first  case  of  the  kind  that  has  been  perpetrated  either  in  Europe  or 
America,  1  hope,  for  the  honor  of  humanity,  that  it  will  be  the  last.  And 
I  trust  that  the  high-minded  members  of  the  profession  will  so  manifest 
their  disapprobation  of  the  transaction,  as  lo  teach  other  similar  institu- 
tions the  impropriety  of  following  the  example.  D.  K. 


CLEVELAND  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir. — In  the  article  on  Starling  Medical  College,  a  few  weeks 
since,  it  seemed  a  matter  of  doubt  "  whether  a  fragment  remains  "  of  the 
once  well-organized  medical  school  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Will  you  per- 
mit me  to  say,  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal,  that  your  doubts 
were  well  founded.  It  is  true  that  not  "  a  fragment  "  remains,  but  that 
it  is  there  entire,  soul  and  body,  zealously  supported  by  its  numerous 
friends,  and  doing  a  prosperous  business  both  for  itself  and  the  public. 
The  school  was  organized  as  the  medical  department  of  Western  Re- 
serve College,  and  the  first  course  of  lectures  given  to  a  class  of  sixty- 
seven  students,  in  1843-44.  In  true  western  style,  the  number  of  stu- 
dents rapidly  increased  each  year,  until  the  fifth  session,  last  winter,  saw 
in  attendance  a  class  of  240  young  men. 

I  was  agreeably  disappointed  at  the  prosperity  of  the  College,  when 
at  Cleveland,  last  autumn.  The  college  edifice  is  a  fine,  substantial 
structure,  pleasantly  located  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  from  its 
dome  the  stranger  has  a  beautiful  panoramic  view  of  the  city,  the  har- 
bor, the  lake,  and  the  surrounding  country.  The  building  is  spacious  and 
commodious,  affording  ample  accommodations  for  the  lectures,  professors' 
rooms,  the  display  of  the  museum,  cabinet,  &c. 

The  Anatomical  Museum  is  rich  in  its  illustrations,  both  of  special  and 
morbid  anatomy,  whilst  the  various  cabinets  have  been  collected  at  no 
small  expense,  and  arranged  with  great  taste  and  care.  Dr.  Mussey's 
colleague,  the  lamented  Worcester,  finished  his  labors  at  this  institution, 
and  few  young  men  ever  lectured  with  greater  acceptance  or  suc- 
cess. His  departments  were  Physical  Diagnosis  and  General  Pathology, 
which  have  since  been  divided  between  Professors  Delamater,  Sen.,  and 
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Kirtland.  Our  old  friend  Dr.  Delamater  now  fills  the  chair  of  General 
Pathology,  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

I  was  extremely  gratified,  after  so  many  years,  to  find  the  doctor  in 
such  good  health  and  spirits.  His  love  for  teaching,  and  enthusiasm  for 
the  advancement  of  medical  science,  and  whatever  else  may  conduce  to 
the  welfare  of  humanity,  seem  only  to  have  increased  with  his  years. 

Boston,  5th  Feb.  1849.  Daniel  V.  Folts. 


PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS  TREATED  WITH  CHLOROFORM. 

BY  G.  J.  HARDING,  M.l)  ,  HKAI.TH  OFFICER,  ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. 
[Communicated  lor  the  Host  on  Medical  and  Surgical  J  oui  nlll.'l 

Mrs.  P  ,  aged  43,  within  six  months  (?)  of  the  period  of  her  con- 
finement, and  her  first  child,  was  found  in  the  morning  lying  on  the  floor 
insensible,  in  a  fit — when  her  husband  arrived  to  breakfast — and  the 
paroxysms  continued  every  hour,  until  evening,  when  I  saw  her,  in  the 
country,  where  she  resides.  On  visiting  her  she  was  speechless  and 
insensible,  with  strong  convulsions  every  half  hour.  At  that  time  no  ap- 
pearance of  labor,  and  in  this  state  she  remained  during  the  night,  being 
frequently  convulsed  ;  having  been  freely  bled,  and  had  a  large  dose  of 
calomel,  and  a  turpentine  enema,  with  cold  applications  to  the  head  dur- 
ing the  night,  without  any  beneficial  effects.  In  the  morning,  at  9  A.  M., 
the  labor  commenced,  and  a  strong  fit,  during  which  1  gave  her  the  chlo- 
roform, as  an  antispasmodic,  and  she  was  immediately  relieved  from  the 
convulsions,  and  continued  so  for  four  hours,  the  labor  pains  continuing 
every  five  or  ten  minutes,  and  were  assisted  with  ergot.  On  having 
another  attack  of  the  spasms  at  1  P.  M.,  I  gave  the  chloroform  again, 
which  appeared  immediately  to  check  it,  and  she  was  not  attacked  again 
with  any  further  convulsions  ;  and  at  4  P.  M.  I  delivered  her.  In 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards  she  spoke  to  her  husband  in  a  rational  man- 
ner, and  has  since  recovered.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  chloroform  had  a 
beneficial  effect  in  this  case  in  removing  the  convulsions,  as  they  would 
not  have  otherwise  subsided  until  the  woman  was  delivered. 

I  have  not  heard  of  the  chloroform  being  previously  administered  bene- 
ficially in  such  a  case.  Indeed  my  friend,  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  was  kind  enough  to  forward  me  his  work  on  its  general  use 
in  common  obstetric  cases,  does  not  give  any  observations  respecting 
it  in  similar  cases  as  here  noted.  I  have,  therefore,  sent  the  particulars, 
if  vou  think  such  worth  noticing  in  your  Journal. 

St.  John,  iV.       Jan.  23,  1849. 


SALIVARY  CALCULI. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  a  memoir  of  1846,  published  by  M.  Stanski,  it  is  stated  that  observers 
have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of  substances  extracted  from  the  sali- 
vary passages.    Having  met  once  a  concretion,  the  nucleus  of  which  was 
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a  tooth,  lie  supposes  that  the  various  calculi  usually  found  in  the  salivary 
apparatus  owe  their  origin  to  a  similar  cause.  But  with  this  view  M.  C. 
Torget  does  not  agree.  This  gentleman,  in  a  collection  of  39  cases, 
proves  that  these  calculi  may  occur  without  even  the  trace  of  tooth  or 
any  foreign  substance  accidentally  introduced  into  the  salivary  glands. 
The  following  case  is  interesting,  as  it  not  only  exhibits  the  truth  of  M. 
C.  Torget's  observations,  but  it  also  shows  the  great  liability  of  erring  in 
our  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  salivary  glands,  since  physicians  seldom 
meet  with  calculi  in  these  organs. 

Mr.  Home,  aged  42,  had  been  for  several  years  past  afflicted  with 
what  was  supposed  by  his  physicians  to  be  an  inflammation  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck.  The  disease  was  situated  near  the  angle  of  the 
inferior  maxillary  bone,  upon  the  left  side.  Mr.  H.  states,  that  for  12 
years  he  had  occasionally  been  troubled  with  an  enlargement  of  the 
neck  externally  and  internally,  causing  him  much  pain  and  inconvenience 
in  deglutition.  It  generally  became  inflamed  as  often  as  once  in  5  or  6 
months.  At  these  times,  the  inflammation  was  usually  severe  :  there 
was  redness  of  the  skin  of  the  neck  over  the  parotid  gland,  which  seem- 
ed to  indicate  that  suppuration  would  ensue — the  tongue  was  swollen — 
the  saliva  ran  more  freely  than  ordinary,  of  an  extremely  pure  appear- 
ance ;  and  there  was  considerable  constitutional  disturbance.  This  state 
of  things  continued  for  five  or  six  days,  causing  no  little  suffering  and 
distress  to  the  patient.  He  remarks  that  the  inflammation  was  accom- 
panied with  the  most  excruciating  pain,  which  more  than  once  determin- 
ed him  to  have  an  incision  made  into  it,  but  the  shortness  of  its  continu- 
ance caused  him  to  act  otherwise. 

During  the  intermission  of  these  exacerbations,  the  patient  complained 
of  no  pain,  nor  any  difficulty  from  the  presence  of  this  calculus,  except 
in  yawning,  or  when  he  opened  his  mouth  suddenly ;  and  even  then  only 
a  slight  "  pricking  sensation,"  as  he  terms  it,  "  as  if  something  was 
wrong  within  the  muscles  of  his  neck." 

Things  remained  thus  till  October,  1S48,  when  one  day  Mr.  H.  felt 
an  unusual  sensation  at  the  roots  of  his  tongue — a  giving  way — or,  as 
he  expresses  it,  "  the  substance  (the  calculus)  seemed  to  jump  from  its 
long  residence  into  his  mouth."  Fearful  lest  something  was  wrong,  he 
called  his  wife,  and  requested  her  to  see  what  was  the  cause  of  this 
singular  feeling  at  the  roots  of  his  tongue.  She  immediately  came,  and 
found  the  larger  end  of  the  calculus  projecting  a  little  from  the  side  of 
the  mouth,  which  was  easily  taken  out.  Since  that  time  he  has  had  no 
recurrence  of  inflammation,  nor  any  of  the  trouble  which  he  had  al- 
ways experienced  from  the  presence  of  this  calculus.  It  was  of  a 
conical  shape — and  its  dimensions  are  as  follows: — 1 J  inch  in  length  ; 
circumference  of  the  larger  end,  I  4-27  inch  ;  that  of  the  smaller  end, 
3-8  of  an  inch.  Its  weight  is  20  grains.  There  is  no  trace  of  a  tooth 
in  this  substance.  In  fact  Mr.  H.'s  teeth  are  perfectly  healthy — never 
having  lost  one  of  his  secondary  teeth  ;  and  he  has  also  the  requisite 
number.  The  calculus  is  composed  of  calcareous  matter,  principally 
carbonate  of  lime.  It  is  formed  of  concentric  layers  of  a  white  and 
grayish  appearance,  very  hard,  and  firmly  compacted. 
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In  conclusion,  we  would  remark  that  Mr.  H.'s  health  has  heen  very 
goo  I  up  to  this  time — has  never  been  troubled  with  any  other  affection, 
for  twelve  years  past.  Prior  to  1836,  he  states,  he  had  occasional  attacks 
of  rheumatism,  which  have  never  disturbed  him  since  the  existence 
of  this  calculus.  T.  J.  W.  Pray. 

Dover,  JV.  H.,  1849. 


PREVENTION  OF  BALDNESS 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  remarks  published  in  your  Journal  of  the  7th  ult.,  on  the 
probable  causes  of  baldness,  induce  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ac- 
companying bark,  which  I  procured  whilst  at  Manilla,  denominated  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  where  it  is  produced  gole  gole,  or  more 
commonly,  go  go — whilst  I  lay  before  you  the  best  information  I  have 
been  able  to  procure  of  its  uses  and  properties. 

Gole  gole,  or  go  go,  is  a  production  found  on  several  of  the  Philippine 
Islands.  It  is  the  innermost  bark  of  a  tree  (no  other  name  but  go  go 
seemingly  known  among  the  Indians  who  collect  it),  and  is  procured  in 
the  spring  months  only,  in  strips  two  feet  long,  which  after  a  few  days' 
exposure  to  the  sun,  are  tied  into  separate  hanks,  each  weighing  on  an 
average  one  and  a  half  ounce,  when  it  is  ready  for  the  market.  The 
Indians  who  convey  this  article  have  the  privilege  of  landing  it  at  a  place, 
appointed  by  the  authorities,  without  the  payment  of  duties,  where  a  ba- 
zaar is  held  for  its  sale  in  quantities  to  retailers.  From  its  general  use, 
it  is  frequently  unattainable  unless  at  high  prices. 

The  Spanish  ladies  and  mestezas  make  a  preparation,  by  steeping 
about  one  fourth  of  an  ounce  of  the  article  in  eight  ounces  of  water,  to 
which  they  add  a  small  quantity  of  lemon  juice,  when  it  is  used  for  the 
purpose  of  washing  the  head  and  hair,  which  it  instantly  cleanses  and 
acts  upon  as  a  stimulant.  It  is  likewise  used  as  a  cosmetic,  prepared  in  a 
similar  manner ;  and  is  applied  to  the  body,  by  all  classes  of  persons, 
when  they  resort  to  the  bath.  The  bark  itself  is  used  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  a  rubber,  with  the  most  beneficial  effects.  Probably  from  its  as- 
tringent properties,  I  find  that  its  use  on  the  head  prevents,  in  a  fewr 
days,  that  loss  of  hair  so  commonly  complained  of;  and  again,  from  its 
stimulating  properties  (which  will  be  shown  by  one  application)  will  it 
not  be  found  more  beneficial  than  the  numerous  preparations  now  offered 
as  a  preventive  to  baldness  ? 

What  appears  surprising,  is,  that  an  article  so  generally  used  in  the 
place  of  its  growth  has  not  hitherto  found  its  way  to  this  country  in 
quantities,  as  I  have  found  but  very  few  cognizant  of  it  or  its  manifold 
properties.  James  Welch. 

Boston,  Feb.  12,  1849 
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THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    FEBRUARY   21,  1849. 


American  Medical  Association. — The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  will  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May,  1849.  We  trust  that  our  medical  brethren,  throughout  the  Union, 
will  bear  this  in  mind,  and  send  delegates  in  such  numbers  that  the  whole 
profession  may  be  fairly  represented.  As  some  may  not  know  what  bodies 
have  the  right  to  send  delegates,  we  subjoin  an  extract  from  the  Regula- 
tions. "The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  permanently- 
organized  medical  societies,  medical  colleges,  hospitals,  lunatic  asylums, 
and  other  permanently-organized  medical  institutions  of  good  standing  in 
the  United  States.  Each  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year, 
and  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  shall  participate  in  all 
the  business  and  affairs  of  the  Association.  Each  local  Society  shall  have 
the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Association  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of 
its  regular  resident  members,  and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more 
than  half  of  this  number.  The  faculty  of  every  regularly  constituted 
Medical  College  or  chartered  School  of  Medicine  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  sending  two  delegates.  The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or 
municipal  hospital,  containing  a  hundred  inmates  or  more,  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  sending  two  delegates  ;  and  every  other  permanently  organized 
Medical  Institution,  of  good  standing,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending 
one  delegate."  N.  B.  Those  who  have  been  once  delegates  are  perma- 
nent members,  and  have  the  rights  of  speaking,  &c,  but  not  of  voting,  at 
the  meetings  of  the  association. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  this  extract,  that  the  founders  of  the  Association  in- 
tended to  form  no  exclusive  society,  but  one  founded  upon  a  most  Jiberal 
basis.  It  will  be  seen,  for  example,  that  the  local  county  and  district  socie- 
ties in  this  State  have  each  a  right  to  send  delegates,  in  addition  to  those 
sent  by  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society;  all  societies  of  medical  men, 
who  have  united  for  "  Mutual  Improvement,"  or  for  "  observation."  or  for 
any  purpose  connected  with  and  for  the  advancement  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. We  understand  that  arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the  recep- 
tion of  any  number  of  the  profession  that  may  choose  to  visit  us  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Annual  Meeting.  Of  these  arrangements  we  shall  speak 
at  a  future  time.  We  throw  out  these  few  remarks,  in  order  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  medical  public  to  the  meeting,  and  to  invite  our  Massachu- 
setts brethren,  one  and  all,  to  join  cordially  with  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  in  giving  a  hearty  reception  to  their  medical  associates 
throughout  the  land.  In  conclusion,  we  would  refer  to  the  advertisement 
of  the  Committee,  which  will  be  found  in  our  advertising  columns. 


Medical  Reform  Association. — Those  who  know  the  medical  character 
of  Massachusetts,  as  exhibited  in  the  lives  and  writings  of  its  regular  facul- 
ty, may  be  surprised,  through  some  irresponsible  channel,  to  hear  of  the 
organization  of  a  Society  in  Boston  to  reform  the  profession  !  Accident- 
ally, the  fact  has  just  been  discovered,  that  on  the  4th  of  January  a  dele- 
gated meeting  was  held  at  the  Tremont  Temple,  where  business  of  grave 
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import  was  transacted  by  a  collection  of  persons,  under  the  name  of  tke 
Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association.  A  publication  of  the  names  of 
these  staunch  champions  of  reform  would  astonish  the  intelligent  part  of 
every  city  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  idea  that  such  men  in- 
dulge the  idea  of  effecting  any  change,  unless  upon  themselves,  is  extreme- 
ly ridiculous.  There  is  but  one  individual  in  this  catalogue  of  sturdy 
revolutionists,  recognized  as  being  prominent  even  among  medical  levellers, 
and  his  ambition  prompts  him,  unquestionably,  to  be  a  king  of  ignoramuses, 
with  a  view  to  rising  into  some  kind  of  notoriety.  In  Massachusetts,  with 
all  her  colleges,  schools  of  medicine,  splendid  hospitals,  infirmaries,  dispen- 
saries, &c,  most  of  which  are  richly  endowed,  and  under  the  management  of 
medical  gentlemen  eminent  for  their  skill,  experience  and  position  in  so- 
ciety, what  kind  of  a  reformation  does  the  Bay  State  Association  contem- 
plate ?  Surely  it  can  be  nothing  short  of  removing  from  their  places  those 
who  are  giving  a  lustre  to  the  institutions  confided  to  their  care,  and  putting 
themselves  in  the  vacant  seats.  If  a  reformation  in  the  details  of  practice, 
simply,  is  the  great  idea  that  has  called  for  the  associated  wisdom  of  this 
assembly  of  delegates,  the  first  movement  should  be  among  themselves — 
since  if  any  order  of  practitioners  need  to  be  improved  in  any  conceivable 
respect,  that  to  which  they  are  supposed  mostly  to  belong  is  the  one. 


Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  in  Massachusetts. — The  seventh  annual 
report  of  this  registry  is  given  to  the  public  in  a  legislative  document,  that 
must  necessarily  be  exceedingly  imperfect  till  some  strong  inducement  is 
held  out  to  encourage  exact  and  perfectly  accurate  returns.  The  true  way 
of  getting  at  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth  in  these  matters,  is  to  pay  those 
persons,  ordinarily  town  clerks,  city  clerks,  &c,  a  generous  fee  for  the  labor 
required  of  them;  otherwise,  the  legislature  may  enact  laws  in  regard  to 
the  matter  till  the  day  of  doom,  and  approach  no  nearer  the  actual  state  of 
things  than  when  the  registration  law  was  first  promulgated.  We  have 
heard  these  gentlemen  say  that  it  was  more  economical  for  them  to  pay  the 
fine  of  ten  dollars  than  to  collect  and  transmit  births,  deaths  and  marriages 
in  their  district — it  was  unrequited  labor,  that  hardly  would  bring  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  thanks.  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  present  Secretary  of 
State,  reasons  admirably  upon  the  importance  of  statistical  information  on 
these  points.  "  To  improve  man's  physical  condition,  and  thus  contribute 
to  his  moral  advancement,  is  the  great  purpose  of  the  statistical  views  and 
facts,  which  the  law  strives  to  bring  to  light."  There  is  a  regular  annual 
lamentation  in  high  places  over  the  imperfection  of  the  registration  returns, 
but  not  a  single  effort  put  forth  to  remedy  a  defect  that  a  thousand  dollars, 
proportioned  to  towns  and  cities  according  to  their  population,  would  speedi- 
ly accomplish.  This  very  argument,  the  most  cogent  of  any,  where  men 
estimate  the  value  of  time  by  money,  has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  law  makers,  but  without  effect. 


Health  Regulations  at  Washington. — A  wise  code  of  sanitary  regula- 
tions is  in  operation  at  the  city  of  Washington.  Dr.  Thomas  Miller  is 
president  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  from  his  experience  and  extensive 
practical  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  guardians  of  the  public  health,  it  would 
be  passing  strange  if  the  doings  of  the  Board  were  not  guided  by  intelli- 
gence, common  sense  and  humanity.    The  Washington  Board  of  Health 
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require  physicians,  in  giving  certificates  of  deaths,  to  designate,  first,  the 
causes  of  deaths  by  the  right  names — "  such  as  have  the  same  meaning  at 
all  times  and  in  all  places."  Secondly,  such  names  are  to  be  used  as  will 
give  a  clear  definition.  Popular  names  may  be  used,  but  where  no  popular 
name  in  a  single  word  is  found,  a  technical  or  scientific  term  should  be 
preferred.  When  poisons  have  been  the  cause  of  death,  physicians  of  the 
city  are  required  to  insert  the  time  which  elapses  between  the  administra- 
tion and  the  termination  of  life,  as  nearly  as  possible.  The  oversight  which 
the  Board  exercises  over  vacant  lots,  accumulations  of  standing  water,  de- 
caying edifices,  the  existence  of  various  nuisances,  &c.  &c,  would  seem  to 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  the  public  health,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  through 
human  agency. 


Medical  Systems,  Medical  Science,  and  Empiricism. — Such  is  the  title 
of  a  profound  discourse  by  Thomas  Hun,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of 
Medicine  in  the  Albany  Medical  College.  It  was  an  introductory  lecture, 
given  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  term  in  that  institution.  The  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  printed  is  very  creditable  to  the  good  taste  of  the  Albany 
press,  since  neatness  in  typographical  execution  is  really  of  immense  con- 
sequence to  the  reputation  of  an  author,  although  the  latter  is  in  no  way 
responsible  for  the  slovenly  work  of  a  printing  office.  Dr.  Hun  has  written 
clearly  and  comprehensively  on  the  three  topics  embraced  in  the  discourse, 
viz.,  "Medical  Systems,  Medical  Science,  and  Empiricism."  "  Systems 
and  vague  speculations,"  he  says,  "  have  now  passed  away  from  medicine, 
and  have  been  succeeded  by  positive  science,  founded  on  observation  and 
experiment.  In  place  of  an  art  founded  on  systems,  we  have  now  an  art 
founded  on  the  science  of  man  in  a  state  of  health  and  disease  ;  that  is, 
founded  on  physiology  and  pathology.  We  no  longer  inquire  into  the 
essence  of  life,  nor  into  the  nature  of  the  vital  principle  ;  nor  do  we  look 
for  an  initial  principle  by  which  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  health  and 
disease — but  we  study  these  phenomena,  analyze  them,  seek  for  their  rela- 
tions, and  express  these  relations  by  general  laws."  There  is  an  air  of 
cheerful  devotion  to  the  great  interests  of  humanity  running  through  the 
pamphlet,  which  exhibits,  in  an  excellent  degree,  the  duties  of  physicians, 
while  it  teaches  them  how  to  study  to  be  most  serviceable  to  society. 
With  such  unremitting  efforts  as  have  been  made  to  raise  the  medical  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  by  those  who  are  prominent  in  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine, in  the  production  of  admirable  treatises,  like  the  one  to  which  these 
observations  refer,  it  will  be  a  sad  reflection,  in  the  end,  if  empiricism  be- 
comes predominant.  Although  several  State  Legislatures  are  giving  their 
sanction  to  it,  by  chartering  mongrel  institutions,  in  which  neither  science 
nor  common  sense  are  recognized,  such  streams  of  medical  literature  are 
flowing  over  the  land,  that  a  hope  may  be  indulged  of  the  ultimate  triumph 
of  rational  principles  in  medicine,  and  the  overthrow  of  every  kind  of  im- 
position which  wars  against  them. 


Medical  Transactions,  Southern  Neiv  York. — A  spirited  body  of  prac- 
titioners, in  the  southern  central  part  of  the  empire  State,  have  been  active- 
ly engaged  in  garnering  professional  knowledge,  and  brightening  their  own 
armor,  from  one  period  to  another,  till  their  efforts  for  carrying  onward  and 
upward  the  science  of  medicine,  are  witnessed  with  feelings  of  pride  by 
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their  professional  brethren  in  other  and  distant  places.  The  last  meeting  of 
the  Association  was  in  June,  but  through  some  unexplained  cause,  the 
printed  transactions  were  but  recently  distributed.  Dr.  Miles  Goodyear, 
of  Cortland,  is  President.  Essayists  for  the  next  annual  convention,  are  Drs. 
C.  L.  Washburn  and  G.  A.  Barnes,  of  Broome  ;  Drs.  R.  Wilcox  and  S.  C. 
Green.  Chemung;.  Drs.  C.Green  and  C.  M.  Kingman,  Cortland;  Drs.  R. 
0.  Crandall  and  H.  IN.  Eastman,  Tioga;  and  Drs.  D.  E.  Bishop  and  J.  S. 
Briggs,  Tompkins.  A  session  of  two  days  must  have  afforded  the  members 
an  opportunity  for  a  social  interview,  which  ought  to  be  generally  encou- 
raged, with  ample  time  for  the  despatch  of  the  legitimate  business  of  the 
Association.  Among  other  collections  of  thoughts  and  practical  sug- 
gestions in  the  published  transactions,  Dr.  Green's  method  of  pro- 
ducing collodion  is  worth  recollecting,  and  is  as  follows.  Pure  nitric  acid 
of  the  shops,  2  3;  commercial  sulphuric  acid,  33 — niix  and  allow  to 
cool.  Pure  cotton,  15  grs.  Press  the  cotton  with  the  acids — macerate 
thirty  minutes  and  then  wash  it  in  repeated  waters  and  dry  it  in  an 
oven  or  the  sun.  Make  a  solution  of  it  in  four  fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric 
ether.  Some  good  papers  were  read.  Dr.  Hyde,  of  Cortland,  read  one 
on  lumbar  abscess  ;  and  Dr.  French,  of  Lisle,  one  on  epidemic  dysentery. 
One  of  the  prominent  items  for  consideration  at  the  next  meeting,  will  be 
a  report  on  the  qualifications  for  commencing  the  study  of  medicine. 


Beaufort,  Canada,  Lunatic  Asylum. — A  board  of  managers,  wholly 
of  the  medical  profession,  recently  made  a  report  to  the  commissioners,  of 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  temporary  lunatic  asylum  near  Quebec. 
Such  matters  are  conducted  in  the  British  Provinces  far  better  than  in  staid 
New  England,  where  it  is  the  fixed  policy  of  those  having  control  to  keep 
medical  gentlemen  at  a  respectful  distance  from  lunatic  hospitals.  Any  one 
is  better  than  a  physician,  according  to  the  present  system  of  manage- 
ment. .1.  Douglass,  M.D.,  J.  Morrin,  M.D.,  and  C.  Frement,  M.D.,  the 
managers,  would  inspire  confidence  in  any  community.  Dr.  A.  Von  Ifl- 
land  is  the  resident  physician. 


Medical  School  at  La  Porte,  hid. — The  class  at  this  school  the  present 
session  has  numbered  120 — and  the  number  of  graduates,  the  last  of  this 
month,  is  expected  to  be  over  20.  A  new  building  has  been  constructed,  at 
a  cost  of  $6000,  which  has  nearly  all  been  paid.  More  than  one  half  the 
class  the  last  season  took  the  dissecting  ticket,  and  the  material  has  been 
abundant. 


Tobacco  in  the  Treatment  of  Cholera. — Dr.  John  W.  Moore  states  in 
a  Mobile  paper  that  he  cured  100  or  more  extreme  cases  of  cholera,  not 
losing  one,  by  the  use  of  tobacco.  He  administered  it  in  the  form  of  an 
enema  of  the"  strength  of  one  drachm  to  the  pint.  He  first  tried  it  upon 
a  negro  whose  pulse  was  gone,  his  tongue  cold,  and  his  muscles  so  rigid 
that  he  rested  on  his  head  and  heels.  In  five  minutes  he  was  relieved, 
and  the  cure  was  perfected  by  drinking  a  decoction  of  senna.  In  his  own 
case  Dr.  Moore  took  into  his  "stomach  a  spoonful  of  the  tobacco  decoction, 
with  perfect  relief  from  rrampand  diarrhoea.  He  has  no  doubt  that  cholera 
may  be  as  easily  managed  as  the  fevers  of  our  country. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — There  are  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  7413 
foreign  paupers,  supported  by  a  tax  on  the  industrious  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, 6707  being  from  England  and  Ireland,  but  nearly  all  from  the 
latter  country,  with  a  perpetually  increasing  influx  of  the  same  destitute  be- 
ings. Of  this  class  1494  arrived  in  1848 — and  not  only  are,  but  probablv 
will  always  remain,  a  public  expense. —  Word  comes  that  there  is  much 
sickness  among  the  emigrants  in  California. — A  bill  has  been  reported  in 
the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  to  prevent  the  patenting  of  medicines. 
— Two  medical  students,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  were  recently  shot,  one 
badly,  by  the  soldiers  of  a  regiment  stationed  there.  It  appears  that  the 
soldiers  suspected  that  the  bodies  of  their  dead  companions  had  been  stolen 
from  the  grave  yard.  They  watched  and  caught  the  two  students  on  the 
spot,  with  their  implements,  spades,  picks,  bags,  &c. — A  Dr.  McCurdy,  of 
Alabama,  claims  to  have  made  a  discovery,  through  chemical  agencies, 
to  render  an  iron  wedge  buoyant  in  water  !  He  has  been  lecturing  in  Mo- 
bile on  lhe  subject,  and  says  that  the  most  important  practical  uses  can  be 
made  of  the  discovery. — Dr.  Jarvis,  of  Dorchester,  is  to  give  the  annual 
discourse  before  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  present  year. — A 
great  class  is  in  attendance  at  the  Starling  Medical  College,  Columbus, 
Ohio.  —  Dr.  S.  Wilson  Kellogg  has  been  promoted  to  a  Surgeon  in  the 
Navy,  in  place  of  the  recently  deceased  Dr.  J.  Vaughn  Smith. — Dr.  Charles 
Martin  has  received  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Navy. — 
The  fees  of  the  Sardinian  physicians  are  fixed  by  law.  Ninepence  is  the 
charge  for  a  short  visit.  In  China  a  salary  is  paid  to  the  physician  while 
the  patient  remains  in  a  state  of  good  health. — A  Mr.  Yates  died  a  few 
days  since  in  Manchester.  Ohio,  aged  113  years. 


Remittances  of  Money  by  Mail. — Three  instances  have  recently  occurred,  of  money,  directed  to 
the  Journal  office,  being  purloined  from  the  mail — which,  together  with  a  similar  case  last  year, 
render  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  mode  of  forwarding  payments.  The  above  remit- 
tances were  all  from  the  State  of  New  York,  viz.,  three  from  towns  north  of  Albany,  and  the 
other  from  the  central  part  of  the  State,  and  amounted  to  more  than  $50.  Part  of  them  were  di- 
rected to  the  editor,  and  the  others  to  the  publisher  of  the  Journal,  and  would  therefore,  had  the  let- 
ters reached  here,  have  been  placed  in  different  boxes  at  the  post-office,  thereby  lessening  the 
probability  of  their  being  stolen  after  distribution  in  Boston.  From  the  circumstance  of  the  cases 
occurring  so  nearly  in  the  same  locality,  and  no  others  having  come  to  our  knowledge,  it  is  pretty 
evident  there  is  a  risk  in  that  particular  route  which  does  not  exist  elsewhere.  Every  means 
will  be  taken  to  ferret  out  the  place  of  these  depredations  and  the  parlies  concerned.  The  Post- 
Master  General  and  the  deputy  post-masters  have  been  urgently  applied  to,  and  we  request 
subscribers  in  that  section  of  country  to  aid  us  in  a  matter  in  which  all  are  interested.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  suggested  thai  other  modes  of  remitting  money — either  by  expresses  or  private  hand — 
be  adopted  by  subscribers  in  the  State  of  New  York. 


Marrikd, — J.  H.  Prown,  M.D.,  of  West  Newton,  Mass.,  to  Miss  S.  R.  P.  Richardson.— De 
Witt  C.  Warden,  M.D.,  of  Fayetleville,  Onondago  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  M.  W.  Wild.— J.  E.  Bart- 
lett,  M.D.,  Somerville,  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  Tufts. 


Died,— At  Plymouth,  Chenango  Co.,  N.Y.,  Dr.  Ira  Sheldon,  a  native  of  Rupert,  Vt.,  an  emi- 
nently good  man,  65.— In  Windham,  Ohio,  Dr.  J.  Angell,  67.— At  New  Iberia,  La.,  of  cholera, 
Dr.  Eugene  Weld,  formerly  of  Brunswick,  Me.,  \  4. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  Feb.  17th,  1)0.— Males,  43— females,  47.— 
Ot  consumption.  10 — scarlet  fever,  15 — lung  fever.  8 — croup,  9 — typhus  fever,  5 — erysipelas,  3 — 
disease  of  heart,  3— measles,  4 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  J — unknown,  4 — burns,  1 — teething,  2 
— dropsy,  1— old  age,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — child-bed,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 — disease  of  the 
bowels,  2— infantile,  1— convulsions,  2— starvation  (on  shipboard),  1— apoplexy,  2— smallpox,  1 — 
marasmus,  1— debility,  1— tumor,  I— accidental,  1. 

Under  5  years,  41—  between  5  and  20  years,  12— between  20  and  40  years,  16— between  40  and 
60  years,  16 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Medical  Staff  of  the  U.  S.  Army.— Those  who  have  watched  the  offi- 
cial course  of  the  present  indefatigable  Surgeon  General,  Dr.  Lawson, 
must  acknowledge  his  efforts  to  place  the  medical  military  service  in  a  po- 
sition as  commanding  as  possible.  He  seems  never  to  have  forgotten  that 
the  members  have  rights,  individually  and  collectively.  The  following- 
Circular  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the  profession  generally,  and  is  there- 
fore transferred  to  the  pages  of  the  Journal. 

Surgeon  General's  Office,  Feb.  7,  1849. 

Sir, — The  position  to  which  the  Medical  Staff  o'f  the  Army  has  attained 
after  a  long  struggle  against  prejudice  and  error,  and  in  opposition  to  views 
entertained  by  some  high  in  authority,  is  a  gratifying  illustration  that 
"  truth  is  powerful  and  will  ultimately  prevail." 

The  Officers  of  the  Medical  Department  may  now  rest  satisfied  that 
their  position  in  the  Army  cannot  be  successfully  assailed  by  arguments 
addressed  to  the  reason  ;  and  that  if  driven  from  the  ground  they  now 
occupy,  it  can  only  be  through  the  temporary  triumph  of  prejudice  and 
authority  over  truth,  reason,  and  justice.  Conscious  of  the  soundness  of 
their  claims  to  military  rank,  the  members  of  the  Corps  will  hold  them- 
selves prepared  to  meet  any  issues  which  may  arise  between  themselves 
and  others  in  authority;  and  appealing  to  law  and  regulation,  resolve  "to 
ask  for  nothing  but  what  is  right,  to  submit  to  nothing  that  is  wrong." 

While  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  the  senior  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  governed  by  a  sound  discretion,  and  always  pursue  the  course 
best  calculated  to  secure  their  rights,  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  call  the 
attention  of  its  junior  members  to  some  considerations  which  may  aid  their 
inexperience  and  lead  them  to  a  correct  appreciation  of  their  military 
position. 

On  the  day  of  his  appointment,  an  Assistant  Surgeon  is  invested  by  law 
with  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  This  rank  will  give  him  precedence, 
(except  where  military  command  is  implied,)  of  all  Second  Lieutenants, 
and  of  all  First  Lieutenants  whose  appointments  as  such  date  subsequent 
to  his  own  commission. 

On  all  details,  then,  for  Courts  Martial,  Military  Boards,  and  other  mix- 
ed commissions  where  military  command  is  not  involved — each  member 
acting  independently,  and  giving  his  vote  free  from  military  control — the 
rank  of  the  Medical  officer  will  take  effect ;  and  against  any  order  conven- 
ing such  Boards,  &c,  which  embraces  him  in  the  detail  without  a  recogni- 
tion of  his  military  position,  it  is  his  duty  firmly  yet  respectfully  to  protest. 

It  is  enjoined  upon  all  Medical  officers  to  take,  in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  a 
decided  stand  upon  this  point  at  the  very  outset ;  and  for  the  reason  that 
encroachment  promptly  met  will  be  more  promptly  checked  ;  while  any 
evidence  of  irresolution,  or  want  of  confidence  in  the  correctness  of  their 
position,  might  lead  to  further  aggression. 

The  time  is  propitious  for  the  acknowledgment  of  the  claims  of  the  Me- 
dical Staff  to  a  specific  military  position.  During  the  late  war  with  Mexi- 
co, their  conduct  in  the  field  was  the  subject  of  high  commendation  ;  and 
there  is  a  current  of  feeling  in  their  favor  which,  if  not  diverted  from  its 
course  by  acts  of  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  officers  themselves,  will 
go  far  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  hitherto  opposed  the  recogni- 
tion  of  their  rights. 
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PROFESSIONAL  MATTERS   AT   THE  WEST — MALARIOUS  FEVER 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Finding  your  excellent  Journal  in  the  offices  of  a  great 
many  of  the  physicians  of  the  West,  and  knowing  the  desire  which  many 
of  your  readers  have,  especially  at  the  East,  for  information  on  matters 
connected  with  the  profession  here,  I  have  been  induced  to  pen  the 
following. 

The  practice  of  medicine  differs  so  greatly  over  the  entire  West,  from 
what  it  is  in  New  England  especially,  and,  also,  in  most  of  the  counties  of 
New  York,  that  it  is  curious  and  interesting  to  compare  that  of  the  two 
sections  of  country.  The  most  striking  peculiarity  is  the  annual  prevalence 
of  malarious  fever,  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  broad  West.    Each  year, 
however,  has  its  peculiar  forms  of  disease,  differing  widely  as  regards  the 
number  and  severity  of  the  cases.    Since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country,  there  have  been  years  that  were  marked  with  an  universal  pre- 
valence of  fever,  and  great  mortality.    The  most  sickly  season  which 
this  country  has  experienced  was  in  1838,  when  every  person — man,  wo- 
man and  child — was  a  subject  of  fever.    Emigrants  who  were  passing 
through  with  their  families,  were  arrested  on  the  way,  and  some  of  them 
being  unable  to  procure  shelter,  were  obliged  to  stop  on  the  prairie,  or 
under  some  grove,  turn  their  horses  loose,  spread  out  their  beds  under 
the  trees,  or  make  tents  of  their  sheets  and  bed-clothes,  and  were  for- 
tunate if  one  of  their  number  remained  well  enough  to  take  care  of  the 
others.    A  good  clergyman  informs  me  that  he  found  many  a  family 
group  in  this  way,  and  that  he  had  more  than  once  acted  as  a  medical  as 
well  as  spiritual  comforter,  on  such  occasions.    There  were  so  many 
sick,  that  every  one  bearing  the  name  of  doctor  was  employed,  night 
and  day,  and  a  great  many  persons  went  through  a  course  of  fever  with- 
out a  physician  ever  seeing  them  during  its  continuance.    Of  course, 
many  died  for  want  of  medical  aid  and  nursing  ;  for  nurses  were  as 
scarce  as  physicians,  and  neither  love  or  money  could,  in  a  great  many 
instances,  procure  either.    Happy  was  the  family  who  had  a  house  to 
shelter  them,  one  of  their  number  able  to  nurse  the  rest,  and  a  good  sup- 
ply of  medicines.    Calomel  and  quinine  were  prescribed  by  nurses,  and 
by  clergymen  ;  and  almost  every  person  who  had  attained  years  of  ma- 
turity could  deal  out  these  two  articles,  provided  they  could  get  them 
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To  an  eastern  druggist  or  physician,  it  will  appear  almost  like  fiction  to 
hear  of  the  scrambles  for  quinine  which  from  time  to  time  would  occur 
during  these  sickly  seasons.  A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  and 
a  very  intelligent  druggist,  has  related  to  me  a  great  many  amusing  an- 
ecdotes connected  with  his  occupation.  The  drug  dealers  were  in  the 
habit  of  procuring  only  their  usual  supply  of  quinine  from  the  East ;  but 
if  the  season  became  unusually  sickly,  their  stock  would  become  ex- 
hausted within  a  few  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic,  and 
then  began  the  riding  hither  and  thither  for  some  carefully-hoarded  ounce 
of  the  precious  article,  or  some  obscure  corner  where  the  disease  had  not 
been  quite  as  prevalent.  The  value  of  the  article  would  sometimes  go 
up  at  once  to  £, 4,  6,  8,  or  10  hundred  percent.,  as  the  quantity  on  hand, or 
the  urgency  of  the  call,  cr  the  avarice  of  the  owner,  might  happen  to 
be  at  the  time.  It  was  not  then  as  it  is  in  these  happy  days  of  rail 
roads  and  electric  telegraphs.  Now,  if  a  man  wishes  an  ounce  of  mor- 
phine or  quinine,  or  a  lot  of  surgical  instruments,  he  walks  to  the  Tele- 
graph Office,  and  calls  for  it  from  the  State  of  Indiana,  or  Illinois,  as  a 
guest  would  ring  his  bell  at  the  Astor  or  Tremont,  and  will  get  an  an- 
swer to  his  call  nearly  as  soon.  And  the  express  will  deliver  it  into  his 
hand,  at  his  own  room,  in  a  short  time.  But  far  different  was  it  in  1838. 
or  even  in  1843  and  1844,  when  the  central  rail  road  was  not  half  way 
across  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  when  steamers  on  Lake  Erie  did 
not  make  their  20  miles  the  hour.  But  supposing  the  fever  has  be- 
come prevalent  far  and  wide  over  hundreds  of  miles,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  quinine  is  exhausted.  Now  its  value  begins  to  be  thoroughly 
acknowledged,  as  "  blessings  brighten  as  they  take  their  rise  "  ;  and  this 
much-slandered  and  indispensable  friend  in  time  of  need  rises  up,  in  the 
imagination  of  the  poor  chattering  wretch,  like  a  rejected  Saviour  whom 
he  has  scoffed  at  and  ridiculed  in  his  hours  of  health  and  prosperity.  No 
crystal  spring  which  the  fever-parched  lips  of  the  sufferer  longs  for,  and 
which  he  remembers  to  have  drank  at  in  his  childhood,  appears  more 
lovely  to  his  mind's  eye  than  would  a  tablespoonful  of  that  white,  bitter 
powder,  which  in  times  of  health  he  would  look  on  with  indifference  or 
disgust.  But  he  knows  positively  that  in  the  compass  of  that  spoon 
lies  health  ;  that  it  has  the  power  to  moisten  the  dry  tongue,  cool  and 
calm  the  hot,  painful  head,  soothe  the  aching  bones,  strengthen  his  weak 
and  prostrate  frame,  and  make  his  loathed  food  taste  sweet  and  wholesome. 
This  he  knows,  for  he  has  seen  it  too  often  to  have  any  doubts.  And 
for  the  want  of  60  grains  of  that  light  powder,  which  would  cost  him 
50  cents  ordinarily,  he  must  lie  on  a  bed  of  pain  for  an  indefinite  periodr 
and  perhaps  never  rise  again.  Or  he  may  have  those  who  are  neare, 
.and  dearer  to  him  than  his  own  life,  dependent  on  the  same  contingency. 
Then  quinine  has  a  value  for  above  what  its  manufacturers  or  its  whole- 
sale dealers  ever  imagined.  In  times  of  great  calamity,  when  a  pesti- 
lence is  walking  over  the  earth,  when  some  terrible  disease  like  cholera 
or  plague,  or  some  unknown  malignant  fever,  is  raging,  men  look  to  some 
skilful  physician,  and  crowd  around  his  door-step  or  his  carriage,  besiege 
his  house,  and  offer  up  petitions  for  his  services — happy  if  they  can  get 
him  to  even  promise  them  a  visit.    But  here  it  is  the  reverse.  They 
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look  to  the  medicine  alone,  as  possessing  the  skill  within  itself — as 
though  it  had  intelligence,  genius,  judgment,  learning,  all  combined. 
Men  take  it  into  their  pockets  as  a  charm  to  dispel  a  fiend — to  restore 
their  wives  and  children.  Their  dearest  interests  cluster  around  the 
inanimate  atoms  ;  and  homeward,  on  wings  as  light  as  the  dove  from 
the  Ark,  flies  the  brother,  husband,  or  father,  confident  that  he  carries  in 
his  pocket  riches  more  precious  than  the  mines  of  Peru.  When  the  sup- 
ply of  quinine  is  exhausted,  during  one  of  these  sickly  seasons,  and  before 
another  quantity  can  be  obtained,  all  the  substitutes,  or  what  have  been 
used  at  times  as  substitutes — such  as  salicine,  strychnine,  arsenical  solu- 
tion, eupatorium,  Colombo,  gentian,  cornus  Florida,  box-wood,  poplar, 
and  the  whole  host  of  things  which  have  ever  had  the  least  reputation 
in  curing  fever  of  a  malarious  origin — are  sought  after,  and  tried,  but 
are  found  inadequate  to  cure  now.  Then  it  is,  that  this  blessed  inven- 
tion becomes  invested  with  almost  divine  powers.  For  however  ser- 
viceable these  articles  may  be  in  certain  cases,  their  failures  are  too  fre- 
quent to  depend  on  them,  and  quinine  becomes  the  remedy  par  excellence . 
The  immense  quantities  of  this  article  sold  at  the  West  would  astonish 
an  eastern  dealer  in  drugs.  Five  hundred  ounces  by  one  druggist,  in  a 
small  village,  are  often  sold  in  a  few  days  ;  and  in  the  larger  towns  1500 
or  2000  ounces  are  no  uncommon  sale  by  one  house  in  from  12  to  30 
weeks,  and  perhaps  there  are  those  who  dispose  of  much  more  than 
this  quantity.  I  know  of  more  than  one  physician  who  deal  out,  with 
their  own  hands,  and  to  their  own  patients,  from  150  to  250  ounces  of 
sulphate  of  quinine  within  a  year ;  and  most  of  this  was  used  within 
12  weeks,  or  during  the  prevalence  of  the  endemic.  The  expense  of 
quinine  alone,  to  a  man  of  much  practice,  must  be  a  serious  item,  as  it 
is  generally  bought  in  small  quantities  at  a  time,  of  the  druggist,  or 
travelling  agents,  a  set  of  men  who  go  about  through  the  West,  supply- 
ing physicians  with  this  article  and  morphine,  at  stated  periods.  Bui 
the  cost  of  quinine  is  more  than  all  the  other  medicines  taken  together  ; 
this  will  vary,  however,  with  different  men,  for  there  are  those  who 
make  quinine  a  hobby,  and  will  give  no  other  article  the  least  credit  in 
arresting  malarious  fevers. 

It  is  curious  to  hear  the  opinions  of  medical  men  on  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  quinine,  and  also  on  its  effects  on  the  system,  when  laboring 
under  other  diseases  aside  from  malarious.  Some  contend  that  it  ope- 
rates on  the  poison  of  malaria,  by  entering  the  circulation  and  neutraliz- 
ing it  by  a  chemical  action  ;  others,  that  it  acts  as  a  sedative  ;  others,  as 
a  tonic,  and  so  forth.  There  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  when  to 
give  it,  and  in  what  doses.  The  most  enthusiastic  advocates  for  its  use. 
and  those  who  make  it  a  hobby,  give  it  at  all  times  and  in  all  stages, 
and  in  all  manner  of  doses,  from  10  grains  to  60  or  even  larger  ones  in 
some  cases.  These  men  contend  that  when  malaria  enters  the  system 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  produce  fever,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  quinine 
will  prevent  its  attacks,  if  given  in  season  ;  and  when  the  attack  com- 
mences, in  whatever  stage,  cold,  hot  or  sweating,  if  given  in  requisite 
quantities  it  will  stop  the  fever,  whether  it  be  of  the  intermittent  or  re- 
mittent type.    They  contend  that  no  intermission  or  remission  is  neces- 
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sary  for  its  exhibition  ;  that  the  hot  stage  of  remittent  fever  is  preferable, 
on  the  whole,  to  any  other  stage ;  and  whether  this  reasoning  is  good 
and  sound,  or  bad  and  untenable,  as  respects  the  modus  operandi,  one 
thing  is  very  certain,  that  the  patients  treated  in  this  way  get  well  in  a 
most  incredibly  short  time.  A  man  is  seized  to-day  with  a  chili,  and 
high  febrile  re-action  comes  on  and  continues  for  a  few  hours,  or,  as  the 
case  may  be,  a  few  days  ;  he  sends  for  a  physician,  and  he  prescribes 
60  grains  of  quinine  in  6  equal  doses,  and  if  he  is  very  restless  he  adds 
one  quarter  or  one  eighth  of  a  grain  of  morphine  to  one  of  the  powders, 
perhaps  the  first  one  ;  he  orders  them  taken  once  in  4  hours,  and  nothing 
else.  In  24  hours  the  fever  is  gone.  There  has  been  neither  emesis  or 
catharsis,  but  a  most  profuse  sweating  has  come  on  a  few  hours  after  the 
first  dose ;  and  all  the  sensible  effect  besides  the  subsidence  of  the  fever 
and  the  sweating,  is  that  the  patient  feels  as  if  a  swarm  of  bees  had 
taken  his  head  for  a  hive,  or  that  it  had  become  a  tea  kettle  with  boil- 
ing water  in  it.  I  have  experienced  the  sound  like  wind  in  a  distant 
forest,  or  like  the  distant  noise  of  the  surf  breaking  on  the  sea-shore. 
In  some,  a  profuse  secretion  of  urine  will  follow  ;  but  whether  caused 
by  the  medicine  or  the  subsidence  of  fever,  may  not  be  accurately  de- 
termined. It  is  true,  they  get  well  ;  and  it  will  appear  odd  to  some 
to  be  told  that  neither  cathartic  or  any  other  medicine  is  necessary  to 
complete  the  treatment.  Some  begin  the  treatment  by  a  short  prepara- 
tion— a  cathartic  of  calomel  or  an  emetic — and  wait  for  an  intermission 
or  a  remission,  and  then  give  the  quinine,  and  follow  its  use  by  a  laxa- 
tive. Others  give  small  doses  of  5  or  2  grains  often  repeated  ;  while 
the  bold,  decided  ones  give  one  large  dose  and  let  that  suffice.  Qui- 
nine is  the  remedy  in  every  stage  of  the  fever ;  but  if  organic  changes 
have  occurred  from  the  continuance  of  the  fever,  as  gastro-enteritis, 
hepatitis,  splenitis,  meningitis,  bronchitis,  pneumonitis,  or  other  local 
disease  of  a  serious  character,  then  we  are  not  to  expect  a  cure  by 
this  remedy  alone  ;  but  still  they  say  give  it,  by  all  means,  to  destroy  the 
primary  cause  ;  and  treat  the  other  affection  as  an  independent  disease. 
These  local  difficulties  are  so  apt  to  come  on  when  a  fever  is  not  arrested 
early,  that  it  is  quite  a  misfortune  to  neglect  calling  in  aid  early. 

With  regard  to  the  mortality  of  fever  in  the  West,  it  is  quite  inconside- 
rable compared  with  the  great  numbers  who  are  the  subjects  of  it. 
Most  of  those  who  die  with  fever  are  neglected,  either  from  poverty, 
negligence  of  nurse,  eating  some  imprudent  thing  during  convalescence, 
obstinacy  in  refusing  proper  diet,  or  using  inert  or  improper  treatment, 
and  all  the  great  number  of  causes  acting  on  a  large  scale  over  a  great 
extent  of  country.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  where  one  person 
dies  at  the  West  with  fever,  notwithstanding  the  poor  accommodations 
that  they  have,  50  die  of  fever  at  the  East — that  is,  out  of  an  equal 
number  of  cases.  This  success  is  noticed  by  the  people  generally,  and 
by  the  physicians  in  particular  ;  and  hence  many  a  man  educated  at  the 
East,  and  thoroughly,  too,  in  medicine,  will  apply  the  principles  learned 
there  to  the  treatment  of  fever,  and  fail,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when 
he  wished  to  make  the  most  favorable  impression  in  the  community 
where  he  has  settled,  viz.,  the  first  year  of  his  practice.    But  if  they 
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are  not  too  self-sufficient,  and  will  observe  the  disease  closely,  and 
deign  to  lay  aside  their  dignified  airs,  and  get  down  from  their  high 
horse,  they  will  soon  master  what  is  really  no  very  difficult  matter. 
There  is  one  thing  which  surprises  us,  because  I  think  there  is  no  ground 
for  it,  viz.,  the  universal  antipathy  which  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  West  have  against  sulphate  of  quinine.  If  it  was  a  medi- 
cine which  really  is  capable  of  deranging  the  system,  as  they  contend 
it  does,  we  should  not  be  surprised.  Against  the  abuse  of  calomel,  the 
prejudice  is  well  founded,  for  it  is  capable  of,  and  has  done,  vast  mis- 
chief. This  is  an  incontrovertible  fact.  The  holes  through  the  cheek, 
the  fixed  and  rigid  jaws  (after  sloughing  of  the  gums  and  face),  not  to 
mention  the  horrible  deformity  and  deaths,  which  are  familiar  in  countries 
where  its  abuse  has  been  from  year  to  year  observed,  prove  its  truth, 
But  no  such  accusation  can  be  brought  and  sustained  against  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine.  Its  ills  are  imaginary  ;  and  if  you  ask  what  they  are, 
you  will  be  told  that  it  does  not  prevent  the  return  of  the  ague — or  thar 
it  destroys  the  blood,  falls  into  the  limbs,  producing  rheumatism,  or  dropsy, 
or  paralysis,  or  enlarged  liver,  or  spleen,  and  a  host  of  other  things  which 
in  reality  depend  on  malarious  influences,  or  on  a  continuance  of  the 
disease,  and  not  on  the  use  of  quinine.  Let  us  examine,  for  a  moment, 
this  matter ;  and  first,  its  return,  or  a  relapse.  It  is  very  liable  to  do  so, 
whether  quinine  or  any  other  remedy  is  used.  A  little  exposure  to  cold, 
or  fatigue,  or  to  night  air,  will  almost  surely  produce  a  relapse  ;  and  the 
periodicity  of  the  complaint  renders  it  liable  to  come  round  once  in  7. 
or  14,  or  21  days.  But  if  the  quinine  be  given  to  anticipate  these  re 
lapses,  and  prudence  is  observed,  they  may  be  avoided.  It  is  the  non- 
observance  of  these  rules  which  induces  repeated  attacks,  and  these  in 
turn  gradually  break  down  the  constitution,  impoverish  the  blood  ;  and 
the  enlarged  liver  and  spleen  are  a  consequence  of  the  influence  of  ma- 
laria on  the  system,  long  continued  and  long  neglected.  If  quinine 
is  given  promptly  on  the  first  appearance  of  fever,  and  its  use  repeated 
judiciously  from  time  to  time,  to  prevent  relapses,  we  should  not  so  often 
hear  of  the  unpleasant  sequelae,  and  quinine  would  not  be  slandered  un- 
justly. So  great  is  the  prejudice  which  the  community  have  against  it, 
that  many  physicians  are  in  the  habit  of  disguising  it,  by  mixing  with  it 
a  very  small  quantity  of  the  red  bark,  cochineal,  prussiate  of  iron,  rhei, 
he.  he'.,  and  rubbing  down  the  crystals  in  a  mortar  ;  or  making  it  into 
pills  so  as  to  completely  deceive  the  patient  and  friends.  How  great  so- 
ever the  fancied  necessity  may  be  for  such  a  procedure,  it  is  wrong  in 
principle,  and  cannot  be  sustained  by  the  loosest  construction  of  medical 
ethics.  But  I  must  close.  In  my  next  I  will  give  you  something  more 
on  western  practice.  A.  B.  Shipman. 

Indiana  Med.  College,  Laporte,  Jan.  \%  1849. 


MEDICAL  MISSIONARY  OPERATIONS  AT  BALASORE,  INDIA 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — I  often  wonder  that  your  Journal  contains  so  little  in  regard 
to  the  operations  of  Medical  Missionaries  in  different  parts  of  the  wide 
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mission  field.  Were  it  not  for  an  occasional  editorial  remark,  one  would 
hardly  know  that  such  a  body  of  men  existed.  And  still,  from  the  large 
number  in  the  field,  as  well  as  from  the  great  facilities  they  enjoy  for  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  the  exercise  of  the  surgical  art,  surely  the  medi- 
cal public  has  a  right  to  expect  something  more  than  it  has  received  in 
the  way  of  reports  and  important  information.  A  desire  to  hear  from 
others,  induces  me  to  send  you  a  brief  account  of  some  of  our  operations 
here. 

I  have  now  been  in  India  more  than  eight  years,  during  which  period 
a  portion  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  daily  to  attendance  upon  the  sick. 
My  patients  have  been  emphatically  the  poor.  The  diseases  which  pre- 
vail most  are  cholera,  fever,  dysentery,  dyspepsia,  cutaneous  diseases, 
and  diseases  of  the  eye.  European  medicines  usually  produce  a  wonder- 
ful effect  on  the  native  constitution,  so  that  difficult  cases,  except  in  cho- 
lera, are  not  very  common  ;  consequently  the  proportion  of  cures  to  the 
number  of  patients  has  been  greater  than  could  reasonably  be  expected 
among  a  more  civilized  people. 

As  machinery  is  almost  entirely  unknown,  and  the  people  are  of  a 
timid  disposition,  surgical  operations,  such  as  result  from  accident,  are 
comparatively  rare.  Diseases  of  the  eye,  and  tumors  of  various  descrip- 
tions, afford  the  principal  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  surgeon's  skill. 
The  Hindoos,  though  they  frequently  manifest  the  most  astonishing  forti- 
tude under  self-inflicted  torture  endured  from  religious  motives,  often 
exhibit  a  surprising  aversion  to  the  knife — so  much  so,  that  a  man  who 
would  dance  before  an  idle  multitude  with  a  gun-bayonet  thrust  through 
his  tongue,  walk  over  burning  coals  with  naked  feet,  or  swing  aloft  in  the 
air  on  hooks  piercing  the  thick  skin  of  his  back,  would  nevertheless  suffer 
perpetual  blindness,  or  go  down  to  a  premature  grave,  rather  than  submit 
to  a  surgical  operation.  Religious  fanaticism,  and  the  shouts  of  an  ad- 
miring multitude,  afford  an  antidote  to  voluntary  torture  which  the  sur- 
geon's knife  does  not  possess.  Disease,  too,  often  cools  one's  ardor,  and 
prostrates  the  powers  of  life  to  such  an  extent,  that  what  might  be  endured 
with  composure  in  health,  would  overpower  the  debilitated  patient.  The 
consequence  was,  that  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  operation  for 
cataract,  excision  of  a  tumor,  or  the  adjusting  of  a  fractured  or  dislocated 
limb,  few  operations  were  called  for. 

Painless  surgery,  which  may  well  be  classed  among  "  God's  best  gifts 
to  man,"  and  which  should  call  forth  the  gratitude  of  every  philanthropic 
heart,  was  just  what  was  necessary  for  the  poor  effeminate  Hindoos.  On 
the  first  announcement  of  the  application  of  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent, 
I  lost  no  time  in  fitting  up  a  rude  inhaler,  and  appropriating  the  great 
discovery  to  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity.  Only  one  case  offered, 
however,  for  its  exhibition,  ere  chloroform  was  announced.  The  inhaler 
was  laid  aside,  and  a  quantity  of  the  latter  article  obtained,  as  being  safer 
and  less  difficult  of  application.  It  operated  like  a  charm.  The  first 
case  that  offered  was  one  of  extensive  necrosis  of  the  tibia,  in  which  a 
large  portion  of  diseased  bone  was  cut  away  with  a  carpenter's  chisel  and 
mallet,  the  patient  in  the  mean  time  quietly  taking  a  nap.  The  second 
was  an  amputation  of  the  arm  of  a  child  above  the.  elbow,  during  which 
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the  patient  slept  as  quietly  as  though  it  had  been  soothed  to  sleep  by  it* 
mother's  lullaby. 

The  idea  of  painless  surgery  was  new — it  was  almost  miraculous.  It 
took  the  people  by  surprise.  Patients  came  pouring  in  from  all  direc- 
tions, some  from  a  distance  of  a  hundred  miles.  Since  that,  my  leisure 
has  been  pretty  well  occupied.  During  the  hot  and  rainy  seasons,  when 
I  have  been  constantly  at  home,  we  often  had  forty  patients  of  a  morning. 
As  my  other  missionary  duties  are  pressing,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  that  all 
should  come  at  that  time,  except  in  cases  of  necessity — as  in  cholera,  or 
in  case  of  accident,  when  they  are  at  liberty  to  call  at  any  hour  of  the 
day  or  night ;  but  so  frequent  are  the  interruptions  at  other  times,  that  I 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  erecting  a  palisade  around  my  study  to 
protect  myself  from  intrusion.  Only  a  small  proportion,  however,  were 
surgical  patients,  and  chloroform  has  been  administered  *to  but  a  few  of 
those  who  have  been  operated  upon.  As  some  danger  attends  its  use. 
I  have  not  employed  it  except  in  cases  where  the  patients  would  not 
submit  to  an  operation  without  it.  The  government  surgeon  here  disap- 
proved its  use,  on  account  of  the  fatal  cases  that  had  occurred.  Still  1 
determined  to  persevere,  trusting  the  event  to  a  kind  Providence.  Think- 
ing that  these  accidents  might  have  been  the  result  of  asphyxia,  produced 
by  the  too  sudden  or  too  abundant  introduction  of  the  vapor  into  the 
lungs,  1  was  careful  to  administer  it  in  moderate  quantities  and  very  gra- 
dually. A  handkerchief,  doubled  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  sprinkled  with 
thirty  or  forty  drops,  and  applied  loosely  over  the  mouth  and  nose,  seem- 
ed to  secure  the  desired  object,  though  three  or  four  applications  were 
often  necessary.  The  result  of  this  course  was  so  satisfactory,  that  when, 
a  few  days  since,  I  met,  in  your  Journal,  with  Prof.  Simpson's  recom- 
mendation to  administer  it  rapidly,  and  in  large  quantities,  I  still  preferred 
my  own  plan  though  at  variance  with  so  high  authority — and  I  was  soon 
after  not  a  little  gratified  to  learn  that  the  high  authority  of  Dr.  Mussy 
was  in  favor  of  the  views  I  had  adopted. 

No  unfavorable  symptoms  have  as  yet  occurred,  and  the  application  of 
hartshorn  to  the  nose  has  been  sufficient  to  restore  the  patient  immediately 
to  the  natural  state.  One  great  advantage  which  chloroform  seems  to 
possess,  and  which  I  have  not  seen  noticed  as  yet,  appears  to  me  to  consist 
in  the  alleviation  of  pain  subsequent  to  the  operation.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  after-pains  in  child-bed  are  often  induced  by  the  recollection  ol 
the  sufferings  of  labor — and  may  it  not  be  inferred  that  the  sufferings 
which  generally  follow  severe  surgical  operations  may  be  induced  or 
aggravated  from  a  similar  cause  ?  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  slight  de- 
gree of  pain  experienced  by  some  of  my  patients.  In  the  operation  for 
necrosis,  above  mentioned,  in  which  the  parts  were  much  lacerated,  inve- 
terate pain  was  experienced  for  a  few  hours,  when  it  entirely  subsided. 
In  the  case  of  arm  amputation,  no  pain  whatever  was  experienced.  Se- 
veral others  have  been  nearly  or  entirely  exempt,  only  complaining  of 
soreness  on  pressure.  In  two  or  three  cases  I  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  some  application  in  order  to  produce  the  necessary 
adhesive  inflammation.  I  regret  to  add,  that  in  one  instance  chloroform 
has  failed.    A  woman,  with  cancer  of  the  breast,  took  four  drachms. 
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which  produced  intoxication  and  apparent  insensibility,  but  the  first  appli- 
cation of  the  knife  painfully  showed  that  the  usual  anaesthetic  effects  had 
not  been  realized.  As  I  had  previously  given  a  dose  of  laudanum  to 
assist  the  operation  of  the  chloroform,  I  fancied  that  this  might  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  failure  ;  but  a  second  trial,  a  fewr  days  after,  resulted  in 
a  similar  disappointment.  As  she  could  not  be  persuaded  to  submit  to 
the  operation  while  in  a  state  of  sensibility,  the  case  was  abandoned,  and 
she  went  away  to  die. 

V  register  of  all  cases  treated  has  been  kept  the  past  season,  the  sum- 
mary of  which  will  give  you  a  view  of  the  extent  of  our  operations  from 
April  to  November,  eight  months. 

Whole  number  of  cases,      .        .        . "  •    .       .  1751 

Medical  cases,  1032 

Surgical  cases,  719 

Surgical  operations,  65 

Operations  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  .  .  12 
Among  the  medical  cases,  there  were  of  fever,  109;  cholera,  ^5  ; 
rheumatism,  95 ;  syphilis,  29;  dysentery,  29;  diarrhoea,  27;  indiges- 
tion, 139:  consumption,  2 ;  cough,  19;  asthma,  13;  cutaneous  diseases, 
64;  spleen,  4;  inflammation  of  the  liver,  10;  leprosy,  4;  miscellane- 
ous, 395. 

A  great  proportion  of  surgical  cases  have  been  diseases  of  the  eye, 
ulcers,  affections  of  the  joints,  he.  Some  of  the  principal  operations  are 
as  follows  :— ^Amputations — arm,  1  ;  toe,  1.  Dislocations — jaw,  1  ;  el- 
bow, I.  Fractures — arm  above  the  elbow,  1;  clavicle,  1.  Cataract,  1. 
Pterygium,  20.  Excision  of  tumors,  12 — including  one  cancer  of  the 
breast,  and  several  others  of  large  size,  mostly  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  Entropium,  5.  Obliteration  of  arteries  for  the  cure  of  local 
diseases,  10.    Operation  for  the  cure  of  hernia,  6. 

As  the  Oriyas  have  no  medical  literature  worthy  the  name,  and  their 
practice  is  mostly  empirical,  I  have  been  anxious  to  introduce  the  princi- 
ples of  European  practice  so  far  as  practicable.  To  facilitate  this  object, 
i  published,  last  year,  a  concise  treatise  on  Anatomy,  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, which  has  been  well  received.  This  season,  a  class  of  young  men. 
mostly  native  Christians,  have  been  collected  from  different  parts  of  the 
Province,  to  pursue  a  thorough  course  of  medical  study.  This  class  now 
numbers  eleven,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  an  increase  hereafter.  They 
devote;their  time  entirely  to  study  and  the  labors  of  the  dispensary.  They 
are  supported  mostly  through  the  benevolence  of  the  European  public. 
As  tl^ey  have  no  text  books,  save  the  little  one  above  mentioned,  I  am 
un^er  the  necessity  of  communicating  the  necessary  instruction  in  the 
form  of  lectures.  These  are  written  down  as  delivered,  and  afterwards 
copied  out  by  each  student.  In  this  way  1  hope  to  go  through  with  a 
pretty  thorough  course  of  medical  science,  translating  into  Oriya  what- 
ever may  be  necessary  to  prepare  our  students  for  the  duties  of  the  pro- 
fession, so  far  as  the  diseases  of  this  country  are  concerned.  Judging 
from  present  appearances,  I  think  they  bid  fair  to  make  good  progress,  as 
they  pursue  their  studies  and  labors  with  an  ardor  never  before  manifest 
in  any  other  cause.    Through  the  generosity  of  a  few  friends,  the  means 
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for  providing  a  small  set  of  chemical  apparatus  have  been  obtained; 
which  is  now  on  the  way  from  America. 

As  our  Society  renders  no  assistance  for  medical  purposes,  it  has 
been  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain  the  necessary  means  for  sustaining  all 
our  operations,  but  by  sending  circulars,  soliciting  donations,  throughout 
the  Province,  a  nearly  sufficient  sum  has  been  obtained  for  present  pur- 
poses. Until  this  season  I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  a  farthing 
from  the  heathen  for  any  benevolent  purpose;  but  chloroform  seems  to 
have  put  them  in  so  pleasant  a  mood,' that  they  have  recently  contributed 
$ 25  to  provide  medicines. 

The  influence  of  my  medical  labors,  religiously  considered,  is,  I  think, 
highly  favorable.  They  bring  me  much  more  in  contact  .  '  with  the  peo- 
ple, create  a  very  desirable  intimacy,  and  make  them  feel  that  I  am 
their  friend,  and  can  do  them  good.  All  this  prepares  the  way  for  the 
gospel,  and  opens  their  hearts  to  the  influence  of  truth. 

Balasore,  India.  O.  R.  Bachelek,  5 

^    =  \ 

ABDOMINAL  TUMOR  -DR    WAIT'S  REPLY  TO  DR.  WILLIAM.*.  1 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.]  ; 

The  object  of  my  former  remarks  upon  Dr.  Williams's  report  0$  Mrs. 
Collins's  case  (see  No.  21,  Vol.  39),  was  to  make  known  the  kind  of 
light  with  which  it  shone  upon  the  daily  laborer  in  the  field  of  pathology 
and  therapeutics.  It  is  not  manifest  from  my  remarks  that  I  sought  to* 
enlighten  the  profession  any  farther  than  to  show  whether  that  report1 
shone  by  its  own  genuine  light,  or  by  light  borrowed  and  fictitious.  That1 
it  was  supposed  to  shine  of  its  own  inherent  light  is  proved  by  its  being 
gathered  into  the  Retrospect,  in  which  such  things  only  are  gathered  as 
are  so  supposed  to  shine.  The  kind  of  light  with  which  his  report' 
shone,  and  which  my  remarks  contended  was  borrowed  and  fictitious,  is 
fully  proved  to  be  so  by  his  second  report,  made  in  reply  to  me^  and 
published  in  the  Journal  of  the  17th  of  January.  Any  further  notice : 
of  this  subject  would  not  be  necessary,  were  it  not  for  the  mode  by 
which  he  finally  attempts  to  sustain  his  report,  and  refute  my  statement 
that  he  declined  a  post-mortem  examination. 

After  showing,  by  his  own  statements,  in  his  second  report,  that"  t&e 
brilliant  parts  of  his  first  report  were  misrepresentations  and  exaggera-- 
tions,  he  seeks  to  sustain  his  first  report,  as  a  whole,  by  the)3*^|ilMg^ 
affidavit  of  the  near  relatives  of  the  deceased.  Does  his  second  rtjJort 
really  destroy  the  brilliancy  of  his  first  ?  That  it  does,  compare^  for  i 
the  proof,  the  account  of  Dr.  Spencer's  operation  upon  the  tumor,  as  i 
given  in  report  No.  1,  with  the  account  of  the  same  operation,  as  [giveWl 
in  report  No.  2.  The  first  says,  "  He  "  (meaning  Dr.  Spencer)  t  tapped | 
her  for  her  original  ascites,  and  at  the  same  time  passed  the  trocar1 
partly  into  the  tumor,  but  to  no  effect  except  producing  the  discharg&'Off ! 
about  a  pint  of  water,  streaked  with  blood.  He  then  punctured  on  the 
left  side  with  as  little  success  (the  former  was  in  the  linea  alba)."  Who, 
on  reading  this  quotation,  does  not  understand  the  "  pint  of  water  streak- 
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ed  with  blood  "  as  coming  directly  from  the  tumor  ?  No  other  meaning 
can  be  taken  for  the  sentence  as  it  stands,  or  from  any  rhetorical  re- 
arrangement of  its  parts.  Report  No.  2  says  of  the  same  operation, 
u  the  discharge  was,  as  reported,  in  quantity  about  a  pint,'"  streaked 
with  blood,  "  the  blood  coming  from  the  external  wound  and  the  tumor, 
and  the  water  from  the  abdominal  cavity."  This  calls  to  mind  the  timid 
person,  who,  passing  a  grove  after  night  fall,  saw  fifty  bears — if  he  did 
not,  he  saw  a  bush  stir.  The  first  account  confirms  the  diagnosis  of  sac- 
culated dropsy,  the  second  refutes  it. 

Again,  Report  No.  l.says,  "  Soon  after"  (that  is,  after  Dr.  Spencer's 
operation)  "  I  made  an  opening  into  the  tumor,  but  deeper  than  the 
doctor  above  mentioned,  and  in  two  hours  it  discharged  two  and  a  half 
quarts  of  pus."  Who,  on  reading  this  quotation,  does  not  understand 
that  the  two  and  a  half  quarts  of  pus  was  discharged  by  the  deeper 
opening  that  was  made  into  the  tumor,  and  that  it  occurred  soon  after 
Dr.  Spencer's  operation."  Both  of  these  ideas  are  explicitly  and  une- 
quivocally expressed.  Report  No.  2  says  that  Dr.  Spencer's  operation 
was  performed  on  the  6th  of  June,  and  that  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month  "  they  "  (the  patient  and  her  friends,  I  suppose)  "  discovered 
matter  oozing  from  the  puncture  in  the  linea  alba,  and  they  immediately 
sent  for  "  him.  When  he  arrived,  about  a  pint  of  matter  had  discharg- 
ed. He  enlarged  the  opening,  passed  in  a  catheter,  "  and  the  pus  was 
discharged  freely."  How  suddenly  a  most  splendid  operation  dwindles 
into  a  mere  common-place  one  !  The  first  account  confirms  the  diag- 
nosis of  "  a  collection  of  pus  "  ;  the  second  account  of  the  same  event, 
does  not.  I  will  not  waste  time  by  continuing  further  the  comparison 
of  the  items  of  these  two  reports  of  the  same  case. 

Noiv,  where  does  the  term  u falsehood"  find  an  application!  And 
not  only  that,  but  it  is  also  seen,  that  the  "  additional  details  he  trou- 
bles you  with,"  for  the  purpose  of  "  exposing  and  refuting  falsehood," 
strip  his  report  of  all  its  importance  and  real  merit. 

How  much  do  the  affidavits  of  the  father  and  sister  of  the  deceased 
strengthen  and  sustain  both  reports,  or  either  of  them,  as  they  are  de- 
signed to  do  ?  How  much  could  any  number  of  such  affidavits  contri- 
bute to  these  effects  ?  None  whatever.  And  why  ?  Because  they 
say  "  that  as  far  as  they  know  the  facts  and  understand  the  reports,  they 
believe  the  statements  in  them  to  be  just,  true  and  correct."  Mr.  Collins 
gives  in  his  belief  to  the  same  amount  by  affidavit.  Comment  is  en- 
tirely unnecessary. 

The  probability,  mentioned  in  my  former  remarks  on  this  subject,  that 
the  wound  made  by  Dr.  Spencer's  operation  inflamed  and  suppurated, 
is  strengthened  by  Dr.  Williams's  second  report.  He  says  the  tumor 
formed  an  adhesion  to  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  If  this  were  so,  it  is 
positive  proof  of  the  occurrence  of  inflammation,  from  the  wound  made 
by  Dr.  Spencer,  in  the  tumor.  Now  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  inflam- 
mation would  be  sufficiently  intense  and  continuous  to  form  an  adhesion, 
without  also  occasioning  suppuration  of  the  tumor  ?  I  think  not.  If 
t{ie  constitution  of  the  tumor  had  been  a  mere  collection  of  pus,  the  tu- 
mor would  have  suddenly  collapsed  and  subsided  on  the  evacuation  of 
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its  contents.  It  appears,  however,  to  have  subsided  only  gradually, 
and  this,  according  to  both  reports,  it  continued  to  do  only  as  long  as 
pus  discharged  from  the  wound  in  the  linea  alba.  The  only  legiti- 
mate inference  from  these  premises,  is,  that  the  size  and  substance  of 
the  tumor  was  reduced  only  by  the  suppurative  process.  All  surgeons  of 
experience  know  how  very  liable  most  heterologous  growths  are  to  soft- 
ening, suppuration,  and  even  sloughing,  from  but  trifling  injury  and  in- 
flammation. All  that  is  known,  however,  about  the  tumor,  by  any  and 
every  one,  does  not  amount  even  to  a  probability  as  to  its  nature  and 
connection.  A  post-mortem  examination  could  alone  speak  reliable 
facts  on  these  important  points. 

To  my  statement,  that  he  was  offered  the  privilege  of  making  a  post- 
mortem examination,  but  declined  accepting  it,  he  gives  Mr.  Collins's 
affidavit  in  refutation  of  its  truth.  When  I  made  that  statement,  I  knew 
what  I  was  saying,  although  ]  called  upon  no  one  to  confirm  my  con- 
viction. But  now,  other  testimony  than  mine  seems  to  be  called  for, 
and  here  it  is  : —  ' 

St  Lawrence  County,  ss. — Dr.  Atwood  Pitcher  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has 
retired  from  practice,  and  lives  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  the  late  Mrs.  Collins,  wife  of  Richard 
Collins,  resided  during  the  last  year  of  her  life;  that  she  died  in  a  house  on  his  farm  ;  that  he 
visited  her  many  times,  and  took  a  deep  and  feeling  interest  in  her  case;  that  her  consent 
to  a  post-mortem  examination  was  given  before  death,  and  that  it  was  generally  understood 
by  the  physicians  that  had  seen  her,  by  the  family,  and  the  community,  that  an  examination  was 
to  be  had;  that  the  next  day  after  her  death,  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Collins  about  making  an 
examination,  this  deponent  said  to  Mr.  Collins,  "  If  Dr.  Williams  will  not  make  an  examination, 
Dr.  Wait  stands  ready  to  make  it;"  that  Mr.  Collins  replied,  that  unless  Dr.  Williams  would 
be  present  he  would  not  permit  an  examination  ;  that  this  deponent  did  speak  to  Dr.  Williams 
about  his  making  an  examination,  and  that  Dr.  Williams  said  he  cared  nothing  about  it,  and  that 
he  was  satisfied  without  making  an  examination,  but  if  the  friends  desired  it  he  would  make  it ; 
that  Dr.  Williams  did  not  "  beg"  this  deponent  to  ask  consent  to  an  examination  ;  that  this  de- 
ponent believes  that  an  examination  might  have  been  had  if  Dr.  Williams  had  been  willing  to 
attend  it  or  make  it ;  and  that  Mr.  Collins  in  a  recent  conversation  said  that  "  Dr.  Williams 
said  at  the  time,  that  he  cared  nothing  about  an  examination,  as  he  was  satisfied  without  it, 
but  if  the  friends  desired  he  would  make  it."  Almond  Pitcher. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  21th  January,  1849, 

before  me,  Harvey  D.  Smith,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

For  months  before  the  patient's  death,  the  patient,  her  husband,  and 
the  family  in  general,  were  consenting  to  an  examination  after  death. 
Everybody  expected  it.  It  was  frequently  and  much  talked  of  by  physicians, 
friends,  patient  and  neighbors.  And  on  the  morning  after  Mrs.  Collins's 
death,  Mr.  Collins  asked  me  in  the  street,  if  I  would  like  to  be  at  the 
examination,  saying,  in  his  words,  "  she  would  be  opened."  I  said  yes, 
by  all  means,  I  would  not  fail  to  be  present.  He  said  he  was  going  to 
see  Dr.  Williams  about  it,  and  started  off.  I  said  I  would  remain  there 
till  his  return,  that  I  might  know  the  time.  In  15  or  20  minutes  he  re- 
turned, and  said  that  "Dr.  Williams  did  not  care  anything  about  it,  as 
he  was  satisfied  without  an  examination."  At  this  moment  Dr.  Pitcher 
came  up  and  said — "  If  Dr.  Williams  will  not  make  an  examination, 
let  Dr.  Wait  make  it,  he  stands  ready  to  make  it."  "  Yes,"  said  I, 
"  I  will  make  it,  and  ask  nothing  for  doing  it."  To  this  Mr.  Collins 
replied  that  he  would  not  have  an  examination  unless  Dr.  Williams 
was  present.  How,  now,  stand  the  assertions,  which  Dr.  Williams  says 
he  has  shown  to  be  false  ? 

He  adds  a  few  remarks  ;  and  in  his  remarks,  I  will  say,  once  for  all, 
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that  he  quotes  neither  my  language,  opinions  or  motives  correctly.  1 
attribute  this  to  his  usual  habits  of  thought.  In  remark  No.  1,  he  sees 
an  absurdity,  or,  as  he  expresses  it  in  remark  No.  4,  a  contradiction,  in  my 
saying  that  "  I  could  form  no  opinion  as  to  the  origin  of  the  tumor,  or 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  tumor  itself,  in  view  of  my  saying  at  the  same 
time  that  the  "  patient  was  the  subject  of  a  malignant  cachexia."  Is 
Dr.  Williams  candid  in  his  conclusion,  or  is  this  portion  of  his  remarks 
designed  for  home  consumption  ?  It  is  immaterial  to  me  which  way  he 
answers  this  question.  He  confounds  the  generic  term  cachexia,  with  the 
name  of  a  local  or  structural  disease  connected  with  any  one  particular 
form  of  cachexia.  Calling  a  case  cachexia,  is,  in  his  mind,  defining  the 
local  disease  connected  with  it ;  for  he  substantially  says,  that  my  calling 
Mrs.  Collins's  case  a  malignant  cachexia  is  giving  an  opinion  upon  the 
nature  and  origin  of  the  abdominal  tumor  present  in  it.  How  else 
does  he  arrive  at  his  conclusion  of  absurdity  and  contradiction  ?  The 
merest  tyro  in  surgery  knows  that  there  are  several  kinds  or  forms  of 
cachexia,  and  that  these  are  distinguished  from  each  by  the  nature  of 
their  respective  local  affections,  and  respectively  named  after  them. 
Does  calling  a  case  cachexia,  in  which  the  local  disease  is  an  abdomi- 
nal tumor,  define  that  tumor  to  be  scirrhus,  or  fungus  nematodes  of  the 
ovary,  or  fibro-cartilage  of  the  uterus,  melanosis  of  the  omentum,  or  scro- 
fula or  polypus  of  the  mesentery  ?  According  to  Dr.  Williams's  medi- 
cal learning,  it  does.  Now,  where  does  the  term  absurdity  find  an  appli- 
cation ?  The  manner  in  which  he  mis-states  the  motive  for  introducing 
the  names  of  Drs.  Trowbridge,  Lee,  McNaughton  and  Lizars,  is  un- 
worthy of  an  educated  and  high-minded  man.  Reference  to  my  re- 
marks will  show  that  these  distinguished  names  were  not  introduced  to 
derive  consolation  from  them,  but  lessons  of  wisdom  and  prudence. 

He  inquires  why  I  did  not  operate  upon  the  tumor  ?  Because,  as  I 
then  said,  I  had  no  rational  hope  from  any  operation  upon  the  tumor. 
The  course  the  case  subsequently  took,  according  to  his  own  showing, 
justifies  my  prudence,  and  proves  the  tumor  to  have  been  anything  else 
than  "  ovarian  dropsy  or  collection  of  pus." 

In  remark  No.  2,  he  almost  gives  me  a  compliment  that  I  am  proud 
of.  He  says  it  is  no  new  trait  in  my  character  to  decline  giving  an  opi- 
nion as  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  disease  during  consultation.  I 
have  long  drilled  myself  to  be  cautious  in  giving  opinions  of  disease,  and 
to  be  cautious  in  prescribing  treatment,  that  I  might  not  endanger  the 
life  or  members  of  my  patient,  by  an  erroneous  diagnosis  or  an  inappli- 
cable mode  of  treatment.  And  I  judge,  from  the  number  and  charac- 
ter of  my  employers,  the  importance  of  many  of  the  cases  committed  to 
my  charge,  and  the  courtesies  of  my  professional  brethren,  that  my  efforts 
have  not  been  entirely  in  vain. 

The  remainder  of  his  remarks  that  allude  to  me,  are  probably  de- 
signed as  aliment  for  some  of  his  friends  here.  He  knows  that  they  need 
and  expect  it.  He  knows  that  his  popularity  and  success  with  them  de- 
pend upon  their  receiving  it.  He  has  been  told  the  rock  on  which  some 
others  split.  These  were  said  to  be  unambitious,  unenterprising,  without 
force  or  forivardness,  too  still,  too  studious  and  retiring,  SfC.    He,  as  in 
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duty  bound,  tries  to  suit  them.  Luckily  I  have  no  such  friends  ;  none  whose 
tastes  relish  and  stomachs  require  such  aliment.  1  have  no  experience 
in  providing  it.  I  have  not  been  called  on  for  it.  I  have  cultivated 
the  friendship  of  those  whose  souls  have  not  been  fattened  on  scurrility 
and  invective,  but  who  acquire  property,  character  and  standing  by  at- 
tending to  their  own  business.  Therefore,  to  reciprocate  the  manner, 
spirit  or  matter  of  these  remarks,  is  entirely  uncalled  for,  by  any  neces- 
sity that  is  perceptibly  connected  with  my  interests  or  happiness.  Jf  Dr. 
Williams's  necessities  with  his  friends  require  him  to  advance  such,  I,  in- 
stead of  retaliating  them,  shall  pity  his  necessity.  I  have  ever  used 
him  well,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so.  If  he  chooses  to  pursue  the  ag- 
gressive policy,  which  he  began  at  the  counsel  at  Mr.  Collins's  towards 
ine,  and  has  continued  nearly  ever  since,  as  occasion  afforded  oppor- 
tunity, if  his  friends  report  him  correctly,  he  may  do  it,  but  I  shall  not 
forfeit  the  respect  of  my  friends,  nor  disturb  my  own  happiness,  as  I 
should  do  were  I  to  return  upon  him  similar  acts  of  hostility  and  simi- 
lar obliquity  of  moral  feeling.  Samuel  C.  Wait,  M.D. 
Gouverneur  (N.  Y.),  Jan.  21th,  1849. 


PROFESSOR  STEVENS'S  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  j 

The  annual  address  of  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  delivered  before  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Society  and  members  of  the  Legislature,  in  the 
Capitol  at  Albany,  during  the  last  week,  has  been  printed  under  the  official 
patronage  of  the  Senate  of  the  State,  who  ordered  500  copies  for  their 
use  ;  a  compliment  which  was  merited  by  the  high  character  of  the 
orator,  and  not  less  by  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  the  address. 

Dr.  Stevens  is  the  President  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society, 
of  our  own  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  also  of  the  Ame- 
rican Medical  Association — so  that  he  may  be  justly  regarded  as  at  the 
head  of  his  profession,  alike  in  our  city,  State  and  country.  This  is 
certainly  a  very  rare  accumulation  of  medical  honors,  and  in  this  case 
they  have  been  earned  by  a  life-long  devotion  to  the  healing  art,  as  a  wri- 
ter, teacher  and  practitioner,  especially  as  a  surgeon,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  won  many  laurels. 

His  present  address  is  entitled  The  Plea  of  Humanity,  in  behalf  of 
Medical  Education,"  and  only  a  mere  abstract  of  its  varied  topics  can 
be  alluded  to  here.  After  referring  to  the  eminent  men  who  guided 
the  counsels  of  the  State  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
and  mentioning  such  names  as  Van  Ness,  Spencer,  Clinton  and  Kent, 
whose  wise  policy  it  was  to  foster  medical  education  by  State  patronage,, 
thus  providing  for  a  body  of  learned  and  skilful  physicians,  Dr.  Stevens 
proceeds  to  vindicate  their  policy  as  alike  honorable  to  their  sagacity  and 
philanthropy.  This  he  does  by  an  able  argument  in  behalf  of  legitimate 
medicine,  and  its  claims  to  the  homage  and  gratitude  of  the  human  race ; 


82 


t'rof.  Stevens's  Address. 


which  lie  illustrates  oy  historical  reminiscences  and  facts,  attesting  the 
public  indebtedness  to  scientific  and  scholastic  medicine,  for  discoveries 
and  improvements  by  which  its  disciples  have  enriched  the  world,  check- 
ed the  mortality  of  disease,  and  by  prolonging  human  life,  as  well  as  by 
diminishing  its  ills  and  sufferings,  conferred  upon  mankind  blessings  which 
have  very  largely  increased  the  sum  of  human  happiness.  He  claims 
for  the  medical  profession  proper,  that  their  self-denying  philanthropy,  in 
their  toils  for  the  public  weal,  are  less  appreciated  and  more  poorly  paid, 
than  are  the  physical  and  intellectual  labors  of  any  other  profession  or 
calling.  Yet  such  has  been  their  incorruptibility,  so  strong  their  profes- 
sional integrity,  that  except  in  a  very  few  degenerate  and  unworthy 
examples,  they  have  been  content  with  their  privations,  with  self-respect, 
and  spurned  the  pecuniary  rewards  of  quackery  though  these  have  al- 
ways been  in  their  reach.  And  he  infers  that  they  who  are  now  seek- 
ing to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  medical  science,  with  a  knowledge  of  its 
scanty  promise  of  recompense,  are  prompted  by  nobler  aims  than  filthy 
lucre,  rightly  estimating  the  healing  art  as  a  liberal  profession,  in  contra- 
distinction to  a  mere  trade,  and  its  professors  as. urged  to  duty  by  a  pure 
philanthropy,  and  seeking  to  excel  in  the  capacity  for  enjoying  the  luxury 
of  doing  good,  and  looking  only  for  those  rewards  which  a  consciousness 
of  superiority,  and  the  gratitude  of  their  patients,  afford.  Their  com- 
pensation, when  it  comes,  is  incidental,  but  money-seeking  is  not  the 
primary,  or  even  prominent  object  of  the  physician  who  is  worthy  the 
name. 

Dr.  Stevens  next  proceeds  to  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  gra- 
tuitous services  rendered  by  medical  men,  not  only  to  every  benevolent 
institution  in  the  land,  but  also  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  society  in 
every  department  of  life;  and  here  he  cites  the  multiplied  examples  in 
which  American  physicians,  among  the  living  and  the  dead,  have  im- 
mortalized themselves  and  their  profession  by  originating  and  sustaining 
the  great  philanthropic  movements  and  reforms  of  the  age.  But  our 
limits  will  not  permit  a  fuller  detail  on  this  topic. 

By  an  extended  statistical  calculation,  it  is  shown  that  by  the  ad- 
vancement and  diffusion  of  true  medical  science  and  art,  the  duration 
of  human  life  has  been  steadily  increasing  for  centuries.  This  is  de- 
monstrated by  a  vast  collection  of  statistical  data,  at  home  and  abroad, 
bearing  upon  the  ratio  of  mortality  from  disease.  And  then  the  inquiry 
is  started,  to  what  extent  might  the  mortality  of  the  State  of  New  York 
be  diminished,  by  a  supply  of  well-educated  physicians  adequate  to 
emergencies  in  every  department,  and  under  whose  guidance,  true  hy- 
gienic principles  might  be  generally  reduced  to  practice.  By  a  very 
moderate  estimate  indeed,  Dr.  Stevens  supposes  that  there  are  2  per 
cent  of  unnecessary  deaths  annually,  viz.,  1500,  out  of  75,000,  the  ag- 
gregate mortality  of  the  State  for  the  year.  And  then  he  proceeds  to 
calculate  the  pecuniary  loss  to  the  State  of  this  per  centage  of  unneces- 
sary mortality,  and  to  show  the  pecuniary  gain  by  the  prolongation  ot 
life  which  would  result  from  supplying  the  State  with  learned  and  skil- 
ful physicians,  so  that  the  poor  might  everywhere  have  the  advantages 
of  science  when  suffering  from  disease  or  injury.     And  here  will  be 
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found  an  exhibit  of  facts  and  deductions,  which  from  their  novelty  and 
interest  will  startle  the  political  economist,  and  furnish  an  additional 
chapter  to  the  inquirer  after  vital  statistics. 

The  address  concludes  with  proposing  that  the  State  shall  open  the 
doors  of  the  medical  schools  without  charge,  to  all  who  have  received 
the  necessary  preliminary  education,  and  require  a  longer  period  of  study, 
and  a  more  rigid  examination,  as  the  test  of  requirement,  and  of  course 
as  preliminary  to  the  degree  and  license.  The  addition  of  a  professor- 
ship of  Agriculture  to  each  of  the  medical  faculties  of  the  State  is  justly 
urged. 

The  address  throughout  is  able,  dignified,  and  forcible,  while  its  ap- 
peals to  the  assembled  Legislature  of  the  State,  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  health,  by  fostering  instead  of  crushing  medical  learning,  must 
have  been  felt,  however  they  may  be  unheeded. 

New  York,  Feb.  12,  1849. 


TARTAR-EMETIC  IN  DISEASES  OF  INFANTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — I  have  noticed  several  articles  of  late  in  the  Journal  relating  to  tbe 
use  of  tart.  ant.  in  diseases  of  children,  especially  in  the  nursery.  Now 
so  far  as  its  use,  or  rather  its  abuse,  in  the  nursery  is  concerned,  I  pre- 
sume that  all  that  is  said  about  it  is  true  ;  but  I  cannot  see  why  a  valua- 
ble remedy  should  be  scouted  from  a  most  important  position  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases  of  children,  simply  because  the  grannies  of  New 
England  choose  to  abuse  it.  If  so,  we  should  have  but  little  medicine 
left  for  infants ;  for  there  is  scarce  an  article,  from  calomel  down  to  saf- 
fron, that  some  old  granny  does  not  keep,  ready  to  cleanse  the  stomachs 
of  her  own  or  her  neighbors'  babies.  And  if  some  physicians,  who  have 
more  boldness  than  discretion,  have  killed  their  little  patients  with  an- 
timony, cannot  the  same  be  said  of  most  other  medicines  ?  I  had  the 
pleasure,  some  years  since,  of  listening  to  an  able  and  eminent  professor, 
whose  organ  of  cautiousness  was  amply  developed.  "  Gentlemen,"  said 
he,  "  tartar-emetic  will  do  for  adults,  but  should  not  be  given  to  children ; 
give  in  its  stead  a  little  ipecac." 

During  a  long  ride,  in  my  first  year's  practice,  I  was  called  to  see  a 
child  laboring  under  acute  bronchitis.  Of  course  I  pulled  out  my  vial  of 
ipecac.  It  was  empty — squills,  do.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  I  was  12 
miles  from  home  and  ipecac. ;  the  case  was  urgent,  and  I  became  desperate. 
Putting  4  grains  of  tartar-emetic  into  a  large  teacup,  I  filled  it  with  water, 
and  ordered  one  teaspoonful  every  3  hours  until  the  cough  and  hurried 
respiration  were  relieved.  My  patient  rapidly  recovered  ;  and  since  then 
I  have  never  been  afraid  to  give  tartar-emetic  to  children  ;  but  in  all 
acute  diseases  of  the  lungs,  I  have  used  it  freely,  and  always  with  per- 
fect satisfaction — having,  after  some  years'  trial,  found  it  the  most  cer- 
tain, prompt  and  safe  remedy  that  I  can  use  in  disease  of  the  lungs.  In 
children  it  supersedes  the  use  of  the  lancet  and  blisters,  which,  to  say 
the  least,  are  as  dangerous,  and  much  more  inconvenient  to  use,  than  an- 
timony.   I  give  from  1-16  to  1-4  of  a  grain  in  solution,  every  3  or  4 
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hours,  lessening  the  quantity  if  it  irritates  the  stomach  or  bowels  ;  and  often 
combining  it  with  the  cyanide  of  potassium,  a  still  more  powerful  reme- 
dy. When  emetics  are  indicated,  ipecac,  squills,  he,  are  used,  instead 
of  tartar-emetic.  Tartar-emetic  is,  no  doubt,  a  powerful  remedy,  but  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  any  remedy,  useful  in  diseases  of  adults,  may 
not,  when  the  dose  is  properly  regulated,  be  safely  given  to  children. 

Steam  is  a  powerful  agent,  and  many  lives  are  yearly  lost  by  its  use  ; 
but  I  shall  never  go  to  Boston  on  foot,  because  accidents  sometimes  hap- 
pen on  your  railroads  and  steamboats.  Wm.  W,  Finch,  M.D, 

Ausable  Forks,  Feb.  13,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    FEBRUARY   28,  1849 


Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians. — Much  pleasure  is  derived  from 
the  perusal  of  the  quarterly  published  transactions  of  the  Philadelphia  Col- 
lege of  Physicians.  With  less  machinery  and  formality  than  appertain 
to  many  medical  associations  of  far  higher  pretensions,  the  Philadelphia 
College  is  certainly  gaining  an  influence  that  is  destined  to  be  of  marked 
advantage  to  the  profession.  The  practice  of  giving  the  public  a  digest 
of  all  that  transpires  at  the  meetings,  puts  the  practitioner  in  immediate 
possession  of  the  medical  discoveries  and  improvements  which  charac- 
terize the  age.  Of  what  utility,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Society's  mem- 
bers, would  all  its  learned  disquisitions,  debates,  and  investigations  be, 
were  they  never  made  known  to  the  profession  ?  Like  unwritten  laws,  or 
the  traditions  of  by-gone  days,  the  benefits  now  realized  would  be  con- 
cealed under  a  bushel.  Why  do  not  all  other  societies,  having  the  same  ob- 
jects in  view,  imitate  the  example  of  the  Philadelphia  College,  and  al- 
low their  light  to  shine  abroad  ?  It  is  a  narrow-sighted  system  of  man- 
agement, that  puts  under  lock  and  key  every  communicatian  that  is  made 
to  a  society.  What  will  such  treasures  be  worth  at  some  future  period, 
when  the  progress  of  discovery  is  so  rapid  as  at  times  to  destroy  the  value 
of  some  of  the  highest  medical  authorities,  that  were  at  the  period  of  their 
advent  vainly  supposed  to  be  imperishable  monuments  of  human  progress, 
beyond  which  there  was  nothing  left  for  exploration  ?  No  thought  or 
suggestion,  which  promises  to  be  of  service  to  humanity,  should  be  kept 
a  secret  by  physicians.  Let  the  whole  world  have  the  immediate  benefit 
of  every  discovery,  subjected  to  the  approval  of  those  whose  appropriate 
sphere  it  is  to  examine  and  determine  the  point  what  is  and  what  is  not 
new  or  useful  ;  but  no  medical  association  can  justify  its  course  in  packing 
away  the  accumulated  transactions  of  its  members,  and  never  permitting 
them  to.  have  publicity. 

Whether  subscriptions  are  taken  for  the  Philadelphia  quarterly  reports, 
or  not,  is  unknown  to  us.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  they  are  an  ex- 
ceedingly profitable  kind  of  reading  for  practitioners,  and  if  the  circula- 
tion were  a  hundred  fold  increased,  they  would  be  regarded  by  those  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  possess  them,  as  creditable  to  those  who  prepare 
them,  and  among  the  best  specimens  of  medical  research  and  scientific 
industry  this  country  has  produced. 


Medical  Intelligence. 


85 


Dr.  Mauley's  Address. — By  order  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine, the  anniversary  discourse  of  James  R.  Manley,  M.D.,  delivered  Nov. 
8th,  has  been  published.  The  author  has  a  bold,  energetic  style,  which 
indicates  honesty  of  purpose,  and  literary  merit.  He  goes  like  a  race 
horse  over  the  ground  ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  multitude  of  subjects 
that  appear  to  have  been  the  objects  of  his  meditation  at  leisure  moments, 
the  greatest  evils  in  professional  life  have  more  particularly  been  pictured, 
by  the  hand  of  a  master.  Dr.  Manley  sees,  with  prophetic  clearness,  the 
final  influence  which  the  sin  of  insincerity  and  radicalism  in  medicine  is 
destined  to  exert.  To  be  useful  and  eminent,  be  just  and  faithful  in  every 
position,  and  especially  so  in  the  responsible  one  of  a  medical  adviser.  It 
is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  Dr.  Manley  reasons  like  a  christian  philoso- 
pher in  regard  to  a  future  existence,  with  a  view  to  enhancing  the  import- 
ance and  value  of  life  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  might  possibly  un- 
derrate it  from  the  circumstance  of  becoming  familiar  with  death.  We 
have  rarely  found  a  better  explanation,  of  homoeopathy,  than  is  given  by 
Dr.  M.  "  It  prescribes,"  he  says,  "  for  sensations,  and  not  for  symptoms, 
and  the  remedies  are  assorted  according  to  the  sensations  which  they  pro- 
duce ;  so  that  the  symptoms  of  the  medicine  and  not  the  symptoms  of  the 
disease  guide  the  practitioners  in  their  treatment.  Of  all  the  follies  which 
have  ever  taken  possession  of  a  deluded  public,  not  even  excepting  that 
of  prescribing  for  patients  without  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  their  dis- 
eases, this  pseudo-philosophy,  called  homoeopathy,  is  entitled  to  the  palm. 
It  sets  at  naught  all  the  laws  of  nature  ;  it  claims  that  medicinal  agents 
are  remedial  in  an  inverse  proportion  to  the  quantities  exhibited — that  is 
to  say,  that  an  ounce,  a  drachm  or  a  grain  being  remedial,  the  ten  thou- 
sandth, the  millionth,  the  billionth  or  decillionth  part  is  much  more  effec- 
tive ;  so  that  the  premises  on  which  the  system  is  founded  being  granted, 
all  medicine  consists  in  negation;  for  the  doses  prescribed  are  infinitely 
less  than  are  exhibited  day  by  day  in  our  food  and  drink  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  human  body  in  a  state  of  health."  Hydropathy,  mesmerism,  chro- 
no-thermalism,  and  even  galvanism,  are  placed  at  a  low  level  by  the  vigo- 
rous arm  of  the  orator  of  the  Academy.  We  agree  with  him  most  heartily 
in  his  severity  upon  all  the  isms  but  the  last,  fully  believing  that  galvanism, 
in  proper  hands,  is  a  powerful  agent  in  the  treatment  of  a  class  of  mala- 
dies not  readily  reached  by  other  means.  A  little  allowance  must  be  made 
for  a  prejudice  which  Dr.  Manley  has  taken  against  it.  On  all  other 
topics  introduced  into  the  discourse  he  meets  our  views  precisely.  He  is 
a  brave,  independent  thinker,  and  on  all  proper  occasions  speaks  out  with 
boldness  his  sentiments.  The  Academy  embraces  very  many  talented 
and  accomplished  members,  of  whom  the  profession  entertain  high  expec- 
tations. If  they  are  influenced  by  those  excellent  principles  Dr.  Manley 
recognizes  as  the  only  foundation  for  a  medical  distinction  worth  possess- 
ing, the  institution  has  an  opportunity :  of  accomplishing  important  and 
desirable  results. 


Researches  on  Capillary  Circulation. — A  re-print  of  Dr.  Bennet  Dow- 
ler's  paper  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  will  be  read 
with  great  interest  by  those  who  are  curious  in  scientific  pursuits.  The 
author  is  exceedingly  industrious — leaving  no  spot  unobserved,  where  his 
active  intellect  finds  it  worth  while  to  commence  investigations.  Such  a 
contributor  must  be  held  in  great  estimation  by  those  having  the  full  bene- 
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fit  of  the  periodical  in  which  Dr.  Dowler  has  for  a  long  while  exhibited  his 
peculiar  ability  for  profound  research.  Physiological  inquiries  seem  to  af- 
ford him  just  that  amount  of  pleasure  which  is  necessary  to  stimulate  a 
brain  organized  like  his  own.  Were  he  to  construct  a  volume  on  that 
subject,  embracing  all  that  is  new  and  useful,  with  such  accompaniments 
as  his  genius,  experience,  and  wise  discrimination,  might  naturally  sug- 
gest, it  would  be  received  with  eclat. 


Medical  Matters  and  Medical  Men  in  London  and  Paris. — Those  who 
would  like  to  ascertain,  upon  reliable  authority,  whatever  is  most  interest- 
ing in  the  history,  personal  appearance,  position,  influence  and  claims  of 
the  principal  medical  and  surgical  characters  of  Europe  (most  of  whom  are 
to  be  found  in  London  and  Paris),  could  not  consult  a  more  satisfactory 
work  than  has  been  prepared  by  David  W.  Yandell,  M.D.,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.  He  is  the  son  of  a  distinguished  professor  in  that  city,  and  having 
visited  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  profiting  by  the  wisdom  of  the  old  world, 
appears  to  have  improved  his  opportunities  in  the  most  commendable  man- 
ner. He  was  an  active,  instructive  correspondent  of  the  Western  Journal 
of  Medicine,  during  the  two  years  he  remained  abroad,  and  those  letters 
have  now  assumed  the  port  and  dignity  of  an  octavo  of  309  pages,  on 
which  the  author  may  look  with  pride  and  satisfaction  when  his  locks  are 
white  with  age,  as  praiseworthy  evidences  of  youthful  industry,  and  criti- 
cal observation  of  men  and  things,  at  moments  when  many  young  Ameri- 
cans, in  the  midst  of  gay  metropolitan  excitements,  are  spending  their 
time  and  energies  in  frivolous  or  hurtful  pursuits.  The  father  may  well 
be  proud  of  his  son's  course  thus  early  in  life,  indicative  of  an  eminence 
only  attainable  by  unremitting  industry  in  the  pursuit  for  which  he  has 
been  carefully  educated. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  new  remedy  for  tape  worm,  called  kousso,  an 
Abyssinian  plant,  is  recommended  by  a  commission  of  the  faculty  of  Paris. 
— A  man  in  Troy  Grove,  111.,  gave  strychnine  to  five  of  his  children,  be- 
cause it  was  some  kind  of  medicine !  and  four  of  them  died. — Dr.  Hill,  of 
Cincinnati,  trephined  a  man  of  26,  for  epilepsy,  successfully.  The  pa- 
tient had  the  skull  depressed  by  an  injury  when  only  18  months  old. — A 
woman  23  years  of  age,  in  London,  lately  gave  birth  to  Jive  children,  well 
formed,  but  all  stillborn. — Dr.  Thomson  recently  excised  a  tumor  weighing 
14£  lbs.  from  a  lady  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  while  the  patient  was  under  the 
influence  of  chloroform.  She  died  before  its  effects  were  over. — That  ex- 
traordinary disease,  the  black  tongue,\ms  again  appeared  at  Augusta, Ky. — 
Another  med.  school  has  grown  up  at  Peoria,  111.  Lectures  commenced  in 
November  last.  A  copy  of  the  introductory  lecture,  by  E.  S.  Cooper,  M.D., 
has  been  received. — Dr.  Kirkbride's  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  hospital 
for  the  insane,  for  the  year  1848,  is  published. — Cases  of  hydrophobia  are 
still  chronicled  in  various  sections  of  the  country. — A  mistake  occurred  in 
last  week's  Journal,  in  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  Canada  Lunatic 
Asylum  is  located.  It  should  have  been  Beauport,  instead  of  Beaufort. — 
An  active  demand  for  quinine  still  continues  at  this  port,  for  the  California 
emigrants. — Scarlet  fever,  erysipelas  and  smallpox  still  prevail  extensively 
in  different  parts  of  the  country. — Professor  John  Conquest  Cross  deliver- 
ed an  able  discourse  at  the  request  of  the  City  Council  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
early  in  January  last  which  is  a  monument  of  industry  and  research.— 


Medical  Intelligence, 


Prof.  Harrison  has  withdrawn  from  the  editorial  department  of  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  leaving-  Dr.  A.  Hester  the  sole 
editor.-^The  cholera  does  not  seem  to  be  spreading  in  any  portion  of  the 
United  States  at  present. — In  the  town  of  Bedford,  Mass.,  on  the  29th  ult., 
Mrs.  Lydia  Fitch,  aged  57  years,  died  of  lockjaw.  Several  weeks  previ- 
ously, she  run  a  needle  into  her  foot  to  the  depth  of  about  one-eighth  of  an 
inch.  The  premonitory  symptoms  of  lockjaw  soon  after  appeared,  which, 
after  much  suffering,  caused  her  death. 


The  late  Medical  Degree  at  Geneva. — The  following  reply  to  the  remarks  in  last  week's  Journal 
were  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  place,  and  must  either  be  deferred  til!  next  week 
or  inserted  here  in  small  type.  Presuming  the  writer  would  prefer  the  latter  course,  it  is  adopted. 
It  will  be  seen  that  both  writers  appear  anonymously,  but  their  names  are  given  to  the  editor. 

Mr.  Editor, — D.  K.,  in  your  last  number,  seems  shocked  at  the  conferring  of  the  degree  of 
M.D.  upon  a  female  at  the  recent  commencement  at  Geneva  College.  Your  correspondent  is 
decidedly  behind  the  age.  How  long  is  it  since  the  leading  physicians  of  Boston  sent  out  a  circular, 
recommending  the  establishment  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of  females  in  the  art  and  science 
of  Midwifery  ?  Prof.  Warren  can  enlighten  him  on  this  point,  should  he  need  information.  Are 
there  no  female  accoucheurs  in  this  country  9  Are  there  none  in  Prance  and  Great  Britain  1  Were 
there  none  in  Egypt  in  the  time  of  the  Pharaohs,  about  the  period  of  Moses'  birth  ?  How  was  it 
in  New  England,  in  the  time  of  our  forefathers  ?  In  the  1st  vol.  of  the  "  Collections  of  the  Maine 
Historical  Society"  (p.  285),  we  read  that  the  General  Court  held  at  Wells,  July  6th,  1646, 
"  presented  Francis  Rayus  for  presuming  to  act  the  part  of  a  midwife ;  the  delinquent  ,  examined 
by  the  Court,  is  fined  fifty  shillings  for  "his  offence,  and  paying  the  fees,  5*.,  is  discharged." 
Tempora  mutantur,  et  nos  mutamur  in  Mis.  Has  D.  K.  ever  heard  of  Madame  Boivin,  M.D., 
of  Paris,  the  distinguished  lecturer  and  writer  on  obstetric  science  ?  The  fact  is,  there  are,  and 
always  will  be,  female  accoucheurs  ;  the  only  question  is,  shall  they  be  educated  ?  There  can  be 
but  one  opinion  on  this  point.  As  to  females  engaging  in  the  general  practice  of  medicine,  the 
idea  is  absurd  ;  D.  K.  need  have  no  fears  of  a  rivalry,  which  he  seems  to  dread,  as  about  to  jostle 
him  uncomfortably.    The  "  nefarious  process  of  amalgamation  "  will  not  be  consummated  to  a 

f reat  extent  in  his  day.  D.  K.  talks  of  "  the  professions  of  law,  medicine  and  divinity,  as  mascu- 
ne  duties."  Are  there  no  masculine  females  ?  Was  not  Madame  Potemkin  and  Madame  Daciei 
both  honored  with  the  degree  of  LL.D.,  from  one  of  the  first  English  universities  ?  The  records 
of  freemasonry  will  show,  that  females  have  been  inducted  even  into  that  most  honorable  order. 
I  see  no  reason,  why,  if  a  female  has  made  the  proper  acquisitions,  and  proved  herself  worthy  of 
the  honor,  she  should  not  receive  the  degree  of  M.D.,  as  well  as  Mr.  D.  K.,  or  any  other  person. 

Miss  Blackwell,  it  is  well  understood,  studied  medicine  for  three  years  in  the  private  office  of 
Prof.  S.  H.  Dickson,  of  New  York,  a  gentleman  whose  fitness  forjudging  of  the  proper  personal 
(medical,  physical  and  moral)  qualifications  for  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine,  no  one,  it  is 
presumed,  will  doubt.  It  is  also  understood  that  Prof.  D.  not  only  approved,  but  strongly  advised 
Miss  B.  to  prosecute  the  study  of  medicine  and  qualify  herself  for  its  practice  ;  and  we  are  informed 
it  was  chiefly  in  consequence  of  his  flattering  recommendation,  that  she  was  permitted  to  attend  the 
courses  of  lectures  in  Geneva  College,  and  admitted  to  an  examination  for  a  degree.  We  honor 
the  college  for  its  liberality;  and  we  believe  the  profession  will  sustain  it  still  more  generously  for 
the  disinterested  bestowal  of  its  honors  on  the  deserving,  irrespective  of  sex  or  condition. 

Even  admitting  the  correctness  of  D.  K.'s  remarks  in  general,  with  respect  to  woman's  unfitness 
for  engaging  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  exceptions  did  not  occasion  - 
ally  occur.  From  all  we  have  been  able  to  learn  respecting  Miss  B.,  she  is  emphatically  an  ex- 
ception.   " Exceptio  probat  Regulam."  Justus. 


To  Correspondents. — Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  M.  L.  North,  E.  K. 
Webster,  S.  Laughton,  and  F.  H.  P. — Our  two  belligerent  friends  in  New  York  State  are  reminded 
that  the  article  of  one  of  them  in  the  present  number  completes  an  equal  number  of  articles  by  each, 
and  it  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  thought  expedient  by  either  of  them  to  continue  the  controversy. 


Died,— In  New  Orleans,  by  suicide,  Dr.  Juan  Rovira,  a  French  physician  to  the  Communist 
Society  of  Icaria,  in  Texas. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Feb.  24th,  93. — Males,  43 — females,  50.— 
Ofconsumption.il — typhus  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  15 — brain  fever,  3 — lung  fever,  6 — bilious 
fever,  1 — infantile,  9 — measles,  8 — croup,  4 — convulsions,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  4 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — old  age,  3 — dysentery,  3 — debi- 
lity, 2 — disease  of  liver,  2 — quincy,  1 — suicide,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — influenza,  1 — child-bed,  1 
— palsy,  1 — teething,  i — canker,  1  —  erysipelas,  1 — tumor,  1 — marasmus,  1 — disease  of  the 
spine,  1 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1. 

Under  5  years,  45 — between  5  and  20  years,  18 — between  20  and  40  years,  15 — between  40  and 
60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  7. 
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On  the  Sound  of  Circulation.  By  G.  G.  White,  Esq.,  Newport. — An 
interesting  article  which  appeared  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Lancet,  from 
the  pen  of  James  Yearsley,  Esq.,  revealing  a  new  remedy  for  deafness, 
induces  me  to  communicate  to  your  columns  a  discovery  which  I  made, 
some  time  ago,  of  the  sound  of  circulation,  the  result  of  which  affords,  1 
think,  an  explanation  of  the  causes  of  numerous  cases  of  defective  hearing. 

By  inserting  the  ends  of  the  fingers  within  the  ears,  or  by  covering  them 
with  the  hands,  or  any  other  part  of  the  person,  we  perceive  a  rumbling 
sound  ;  this  sound  proceeds  from  circulation  throughout  the  system,  and  is 
conducted  to  the  hearing  through  the  fingers  or  the  part  applied.  If  ano- 
ther person  places  his  hands  over  our  ears,  we  hear  the  circulation  cours- 
ing through  his  body.  Other  noises  are  excluded,  and  the  sound  of  circu- 
lation is  carried  with  full  force  to  the  tympanum.  If  a  lifeless  body  is 
applied  there,  no  sound  is  produced  ;  so  that  it  may  be  determined  by  a 
reference  to  the  organ  of  hearing  when  the  blood  ceases  to  flow,  and  life 
becomes  extinct.  By  holding  any  conducting,  though  lifeless,  object  to 
the  ear,  we  may  get  the  sound  slightly,  but  it  will  proceed  from  the  hand 
or  from  the  living  body  which  supports  it  there.  This  may  be  simply  test- 
ed. By  turning  the  head  upon  one  side  and  standing  a  cork  within  the 
ear,  no  rumbling  will  be  heard,  except,  perhaps,  a  very  faint  one,  produced 
by  its  contact  with  the  portion  of  the  orifice  where  there  is  a  vein,  from 
which  it  is  conducted;  but  by  applying  the  fingers  to  the  cork,  and  pinch- 
ing it,  the  sound  is  increased  to  an  extent  which  will  leave  no  doubt  as  to 
its  source. 

In  most  cases  of  deafness,  the  patients  complain  of  an  incessant  buzzing 
or  rumbling.  Now,  it  is  evident  that  all  sound  must  come  to  the  ear,  as 
sight  does  to  the  eye,  externally  ;  and  if  the  orifice  of  the  ear  be  not  rightly 
formed — if  it  be  a  little  sprung,  or  swells,  or  projects  into  its  own  channel, 
it  must  convey  this  rumbling  sound  in  the  same  manner  as  will  the  fingers 
or  any  other  part  of  the  person  ;  and  it  must,  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
deformity  or  projection,  shut  out  other  sounds  and  communicate  its  own. 
The  same  rumbling  is  sometimes  produced  in  gaping;  oftener,  however, 
when  the  gaping  organs  act  with  the  mouth  closed  ;  also,  to  a  slight  extent, 
in  swallowing.  The  action  projects  a  portion  of  the  sides  of  the  orifice  of 
the  ear  into  its  own  funnel,  which  conducts  the  sound.  1  can,  at  any  time, 
produce  the  buzzing  in  my  own  person,  by  a  contraction  of  muscles  in  the 
region  of  the  ear,  mis-shaping  thereby  its  channel  to  the  drum.  It  will  be 
readily  understood  that  wax  may  produce,  in  some  measure,  the  same 
rumbling,  by  its  contact  with  the  orifice,  or  a  part  of  its  lining,  from  which 
it  may  communicate  the  sound  of  circulation,  at  the  same  time  closing  the 
channel  to  other  sounds. 

If  this  theory  of  deafness  and  of  rumbling,  from  defective  construction 
of  orifice,  be  true  (and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is),  could  not  a  shaping  frame  be 
made  to  remedy  it  ?  Is  there  no  way  of  correcting  the  form  of  the  chan- 
nel to  ihe  tympanum  ? — London  Lancet. 


The  Cholera  in  France.— Dr.  Delpouve,  of  St.  Omer,  has  addressed  a 
letter  to  L'Union  Medicale,  wherein  he  mentions  that  the  cholera  is  mak- 
ing sad  havoc  in  that  city.  The  attacks  have  been  sudden  and  without 
previous  diarrhoea ;  most  of  those  who  have  suffered  were  in  excellent 
health,  and  died  in  five,  six,  eight  and  twelve  hours.  The  poorer  inhabi- 
tants have  hitherto  been  the  only  sufferers. — lb. 
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Writers  upon  the  diseases  of  particular  climates  very  naturally  treat 
the  subjects  on  which  they  write  in  a  general  way  or  manner,  without 
descending  to  particulars  or  minutiae.  By  confining  themselves  to  what 
is  common,  they  give  us  a  good  idea  of  diseases  in  general  ;  in  this  way 
they  furnish  us  with  our  elementary  or  standard  works,  by  which  we  com- 
pare and  judge  of  diseases  in  their  peculiar  and  modified  forms. 

The  ordinary  limits  of  a  single  dissertation  will  not  allow  me  to  enter 
very  minutely  into  so  vast  a  subject  as  that  of  fever.  A  notice  of  some 
of  the  most  prominent  traits  in  the  pathology  of  typhus  fever,  in  re- 
ference to  its  causes  and  treatment,  is  all  that  will  be  attempted  at  the 
present  time. 

The  typhus  fever,  as  it  has  occurred  in  my  practice,  has  never  been 
uniform  in  its  character.  It  has  never  presented  itself  to  my  observation 
as  being  exactly  the  same  in  any  two  seasons.  It  has  ever  appeared  to 
me  to  partake  of  an  epidemic  influence.  Its  type  is  various.  In  some 
years  it  is  quite  inflammatory,  and  again  it  is  of  low  type.  Sometimes 
it  resembles  a  bilious  remittent,  and  again  it  mingles  with  scarlatina,  dy- 
sentery, and  other  diseases.  I  do  not  deny  that  this  fever  may  arise 
from  certain  specific  causes,  and  be  of  such  uniform  character  as  to  re- 
quire the  same  treatment ;  still  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  it  has  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  presented  itself  in  my  practice  in  this  shape  or  manner. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  so  much  influenced  by  circumstances  and 
causes,  as  to  render  it  sporadic,  endemic,  epidemic,  contagious,  or  non- 
contagious, in  different  seasons. 

F ebrile  causes,  no  doubt,  are  sometimes  of  telluric  origin  ;  and  in  order 
to  produce  their  deleterious  effects  must  escape  from  the  earth  and  be 
breathed  by  animals,  or  be  held  in  solution  in  the  water  which  they  drink. 
But  a  more  frequent  source  of  fevers  is  derived  from  the  decomposition 
of  animal  and  vegetable  substances  (principally  the  latter),  which  is  go- 
ing on  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth,  exhaling  noxious  gases,  and  im- 
pregnating the  air  with  the  elements  of  disease.  These  injurious  agents 
are  so  abundant,  and  so  variously  combined  and  applied,  as  to  produce 
not  only  many  fevers,  but  extreme  modifications  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
febrile  diseases.  This  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  our  epidemics,  cholera, 
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spotted  fever,  he,  which  are  so  changed  in  their  aspects  as  to  be  re- 
garded by  many  physicians  as  new  diseases. 

The  atmosphere,  independent  of  any  foreign  substance  which  it  may 
contain,  is  a  frequent  cause  and  modifier  of  disease.  Its  temperature, 
moisture  and  density  may  be  ascertained  with  a  good  degree  of  preci- 
sion ;  but  all  this,  together  with  the  noxious  agents  which  it  may  con- 
tain, will  not  account  for  the  mysteries  connected  with  epidemics.  The 
inhabitants  of  a  section  of  country,  for  instance,  while  enjoying  unusual 
good  health,  are  suddenly  attacked  with  a  pestilential  and  fatal  disease. 
We  naturally  look  around  us  for  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  mortality. 
At  first  we  find  nothing  to  awaken  suspicion.  The  same  genial  heavens 
are  over  our  heads,  and  the  same  earth,  clad  in  green,  or  frost-bound,  is 
beneath  our  feet.  From  whence,  then,  cometh  the  pestilence?  The 
truth  is,  that  the  efficient  causes  of  these  scourges  of  our  race  are  still 
involved  in  obscurity.  The  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere  may  have 
something  to  do  in  the  production  and  modification  of  disease.  It  need 
not  seem  surprising  that  animals  which  are  destined  to  live  in  an  element 
connected  with  an  agent  so  powerful  as  that  of  electricity,  should  be  in- 
fluenced by  its  different  states.  But  I  have  not  time  to  dwell  on  this 
subject. 

The  spotted  fever,  or  typhus  syncopalis,  as  it  appeared  in  1 813,  was 
the  most  malignant  fever  that  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Jt  was  quite  sec- 
tional in  its  character;  some  towns  suffered  severely,  while  others  were 
entirely  exempt  from  its  ravages.  All  ages  and  classes  were  its  sub- 
jects. In  some  instances  the  largest  portion  of  a  numerous  family  were 
swept  away  so  suddenly  as  to  be  buried  in  one  common  grave.  Thirty 
cases,  out  of  200  which  I  saw,  between  the  middle  of  March  and  the 
first  of  June,  terminated  fatally.  The  sudden  attacks  of  this  fever  were, 
in  most  if  not  in  all  instances,  preceded  by  a  well-marked  predisposi- 
tion. A  patient  laboring  under  this  predisposition  was  seldom  conscious 
of  it,  and  yet  it  was  real.  On  examination,  darting  pains  were  detected 
in  some  part  of  the  body  ;  the  pulse  were  found  to  be  quick  and  feeble  ; 
the  eye  slightly  inflamed  ;  and  the  tongue  exhibited  a  thin  whitish  fur, 
through  which  the  elongated  papillae  were  seen  with  their  scarlet  points. 
In  this  state  the  predisposed  were  greatly  benefited  by  one  or  more  small 
bleedings;  circulation  was  thereby  promoted,  and  the  pulse  increased 
in  volume  and  strength.  Among  several  hundred  of  this  class,  where 
we  practised  bleeding  as  a  preventive,  scarcely  one  had  the  fever.  After 
the  attack,  such  was  the  debility  of  the  patient  that  very  few  could  bear 
either  general  or  local  bloodletting.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
but  few  cases  that  died  of  this  fever.  The  surface  of  the  body  was 
either  of  a  dark  cloudy  color,  or  covered  with  spots  or  petechia  lo  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  Nothing  unusual  was  discovered  in  the  brain,  except  an 
increase  of  vascularity.  The  lungs  were  of  a  dusky  color,  and  some- 
what resembled  the  external  appearance  of  the  body.  The  heart  was 
empty,  and  appeared  flabby.  In  one  instance  where  the  patient  died 
suddenly,  the  left  ventricle  and  the  root  of  the  aorta  contained  a  large 
mass  of  coagulable  lymph  ;  nothing  unusual  was  observed  in  the  other 
organs. 
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The  best  opinion  I  was  able  to  form  of  the  origin  of  this  epidemic, 
was  that  something  deleterious  existed  in  the  atmosphere,  w  hich  operated 
upon  the  system  in  such  a  manner  as  to  greatly  sink  the  vital  powers. 
The  predisposition  above  described  was  produced  by  the  same  causes 
which  induced  the  disease.  In  many  instances  it  wore  off*  with  but  little 
injury  ;  the  natural  efforts  of  the  system  being  sufficient  to  restore  per- 
fect health. 

The  main  treatment  of  spotted  fever,  as  it  fell  under  my  observation, 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  The  first  thing  required,  was  to 
promote  sweating  ;  after  which  a  moderate  diaphoresis  was  to  be  main- 
tained during  the  whole  course  of  the  fever.  This  was  generally  effect- 
ed by  surrounding  the  patient  with  steam  or  hot  air,  sipping  hot  teas,  and 
administering  sudorifics,  such  as  James's  powders,  Dover's  powders,  cam- 
phor, he.  An  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  either  alone  or  combined  with  a 
few  grains  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  was  frequently  used,  not  so  much  with  a 
view  of  evacuating  the  stomach  as  to  arouse  the  vital  powers  to  action. 
Occasional  laxatives  were  generally  safe  and  proper.  But  even  these 
gentle  remedies,  unless  used  with  caution,  were  liable  to  induce  a  sinking 
state  of  the  system.  It  was  found  important  to  keep  all  the  organs  in 
such  a  state  as  that  they  might  perform  their  respective  functions.  At 
the  same  time  the  strength  of  the  patient  was  supported  by  a  judicious 
administration  of  the  diffusible  stimulants.  The  more  permanent  stimu- 
lants, denominated  tonics,  were  sometimes  found  necessary  and  useful. 

In  the  winter  and  spring  of  1814,  the  pneumonia  typhoides,  or 
bilious  lung  fever,  as  it  was  termed,  was  extensively  epidemic,  and  in 
some  places  was  attended  with  great  mortality.  Adults  were  more  sub- 
ject to  it  than  children.  The  intemperate,  the  aged,  and  those  who 
had  weak  lungs,  were  the  least  likely  to  recover.  The  fever  was 
usually  ushered  in  with  chills  ;  pain  in  the  chest  and  side  ;  a  tedious 
cough,  at  first  dry,  but  soon  followed  with  a  bloody  expectoration  ;  a 
quick,  depressed  pulse,  with  more  or  less  difficulty  of  breathing.  There 
was  generally  a  redundancy  of  bile,  and  in  bad  cases  there  was  more  or 
less  delirium.  In  7  or  8  days  the  fever  usually  abated  ;  occasionally, 
however,  it  continued  2  or  3  weeks  before  convalescence  took  place. 
Cases  terminating  fatally  did  so,  in  most  instances,  on  the  5th,  6th  or 
7th  day. 

Notwithstanding  appearances  seemed  to  forbid  the  use  of  the  lancet, 
most  patients  were  essentially  benefited  by  the  loss  of  6  or  8  ounces  of 
blood  once  or  twice  a-day,  for  several  of  the  first  days  of  the  fever. 
The  pulse  and  breathing  were  improved,  the  pain  in  the  chest  and  side 
were  mitigated,  and  expectoration  was  promoted,  by  this  evacuation. 
Blistering  the  thorax  was  quite  beneficial.  A  solution  of  tartarized  anti- 
mony was  found  a  good  febrifuge-expectorant.  But  the  greatest  remedy 
to  be  relied  upon,  was  calomel,  with  opium  and  ipecacuanha,  used  so  as 
to  produce  a  slight  salivation.  The  specific  effects  of  mercury  were  in- 
variably followed  by  an  abatement  of  the  fever  and  ultimate  recovery 
of  the  patient.  A  violent  mercurial  action  was  restrained  by  a  solution 
of  acetate  of  lead,  used  not  only  as  a  gargle,  but  internally  in  small  and 
repeated  doses.  I  look  upon  lead  as  the  best  antidote  to  the  poison  oi 
mercury  which  we  possess. 
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But  I  hasten  to  the  consideration  of  typhus  fever,  in  its  more  specific- 
form,  as  it  has  occurred  in  my  practice  for  the  last  30  years.  1  have 
noticed  the  foregoing  epidemics,  not  merely  because  I  have  witnessed 
them,  but  because  they  are  considered  typhoid  in  their  character,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  affect  the  vitality  of  the  system  they 
shed  no  inconsiderable  light  upon  genuine  typhus. 

Allow  me,  before  proceeding  further,  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
extent  of  surface  which  is  exposed  to  the  immediate  contact  and  opera- 
tion of  febrile  agents,  as  much  of  the  importance  of  fever  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  this  circumstance.  Who  does  not  know  that  burns  and 
scalds,  when  they  are  extensive,  are  much  more  dangerous  than  the 
same  kind  of  injury  in  a  concentrated  form  ?  The  surface  of  a  middle- 
sized  man  is  estimated  at  about  16  square  feet,  and  that  of  the  air-cells 
of  the  lungs  at  more  than  double  that  amount.  Add  to  this,  the  surface 
of  the  membrane  which  lines  the  nose  and  its  cavities,  that  of  the  fauces, 
(Esophagus,  stomach  and  bowels,  and  we  shall  have  a  vast  amount  of 
surface,  all  of  which  is  exposed  to  the  immediate  operation  of  the 
causes  of  fever.  The  sentient  extremities  of  the  nerves  and  small  ves- 
sels receive  the  first  impression,  and  for  a  time  the  disease  is  resisted 
and  warded  off  from  the  system.  Thus  a  deleterious  atmosphere  may 
be  respired  without  any  very  serious  inconvenience  for  a  certain  length 
of  time ;  but  if  it  is  longer  continued,  the  vessels  cease  to  obey  the  laws 
of  health,  and  disease  invades  the  system.  Jf  any  portion  of  the  dele- 
terious gas  is  admitted  into  the  circulation,  the  extent  of  surface  operated 
upon  by  the  efficient  cause  of  fever  is  greatly  increased  ;  for  not  only  the 
surface  of  the  body,  the  air-cells  and  contiguous  membranes,  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  but  the  whole  extent  of  the  internal  coat  of  all  the  vessels 
is  placed  in  contact  with  febrile  agents.  Typhus  fever,  then,  is  a  gene- 
ral disease,  affecting  every  particle  of  fluid  and  solid,  and  whenever  it 
has  arrived  at  this  pass  cannot  be  thrown  off — time  is  required  to  reno- 
vate the  fluids  and  wear  out  febrile  impressions. 

I  do  not  maintain  that  febrile  agents  operate  in  this  way,  exclusively  ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  nervous  system  in  many  diseases  may  be  morbidly 
affected,  for  a  time  at  least,  independent  of  a  diseased  state  of  the  fluids  ; 
but  I  do  not  believe  this  is  often  the  case  in  genuine  typhus  fever. 
Whenever  we  bleed,  even  in  an  early  stage  of  typhus,  the  blood  is  found 
to  be  not  only  thin,  but  of  a  dark  color.  It  is  true  that  this  state  of  the 
vital  fluid  may  be  induced  without  the  admission  of  any  foreign  agent 
into  the  circulation.  The  lungs  may  be  so  impaired  in  their  function  as 
to  prevent  their  maintaining  a  healthy  appearance  and  condition  of  the 
circulating  fluid.  But  it  has  been  clearly  made  out,  to  my  mind,  by 
those  who  have  thoroughly  investigated  the  subject,  that  not  only  con- 
tagion, but  other  noxious  substances,  are,  through  the  medium  of  the  air- 
cefls  of  the  lungs,  admitted  into  the  blood,  thereby  producing  many  feb- 
rile disorders.  That  this  is  the  case,  in  most,  if  not  in  all  cases  of  true 
typhus  fever,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Within  a  few  years  an  unsuccessful  attempt  has  been  made  to  estab- 
lish a  distinction  between  typhus,  and  what  has  been  denominated  ty- 
phoid fever.    I  believe  them  to  be  essentially  the  same.    The  fact  is, 
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that  fever  affects  the  organs  differently  under  different  circumstances. 
It  may  be  that  typhus  operates  upon  the  follicular  glands  of  the  bowels 
more  particularly  in  typhoid  fever,  in  consequence  of  the  deleterious 
agents  being  taken  into  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  our  food  and  drink  ; 
while  the  same  agents,  taken  into  the  system  through  the  medium  of  the 
lungs,  would  constitute  or  induce  the  more  usual  form  of  typhus.  The 
following  case  would  seem  to  show  that  febrile  causes  may  invade  the 
system  through  the  medium  of  the  lungs,  stomach  and  bowels  at  the 
same  time. 

B.  C,  a  young  man  of  strong  constitution,  whose  weight  was  over 
200  lbs.,  during  the  summer  of  1841  was  engaged  in  building  a  saw- 
mill, adjacent  to  which  was  a  foul  spring  of  water  from  which  he  fre- 
quently drank.  ]n  the  course  of  two  weeks  he  was  taken  with  the  typhus 
fever  in  its  most  violent  form.  It  affected,  in  the  first  place,  his  stomach, 
producing  nausea  and  vomiting.  This  was  soon  followed  by  a  bilious 
diarrhoea.  His  pulse  was  quick,  but  not  so  strong  as  his  appearance  would 
indicate.  His  breathing  was  short,  and  he  complained  of  a  hard  pain 
in  his  head.  He  soon  grew  delirious,  and  became  unmanageable.  The 
blood  in  his  case  did  not  exhibit  the  usual  marks  of  inflammation,  being 
neither  cupped  nor  buffed.  In  consequence  of  the  violence  of  his  de- 
lirium, we  were  unable  to  bring  him  under  regular  treatment,  and  he  died 
on  the  8th  day  of  his  fever. 

This  case  might  have  been  denominated  phrenitis,  by  some  physicians, 
and  no  doubt  it  was  attended  with  a  high  degree  of  vascularity  of  the 
brain,  which  differed,  however,  from  common  inflammation.  It  had 
most  of  the  characteristics  of  genuine  typhus,  and  yet  how  very  different 
it  was  from  the  following  cases. 

In  the  fore  part  of  July,  1829,  I  was  called  to  see  two  young  misses, 
on  Middlesex  hills,  who  had  been  drooping  about  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  without  being  confined  to  the  house.  On  examination,  I  concluded 
that  they  were  laboring  under  the  typhus  fever  in  its  mildest  form. 
As  there  were  no  cases  in  town,  I  had  a  great  desire  to  ascertain  its 
origin.  Everything  appeared  neat  about  the  house.  I  was  assured  that 
there  was  nothing  wrong  in  the  cellar.  There  were  no  swamps  or  marshes 
in  the  vicinity  that  could  infect  the  air.  A  fine  stream  of  water  passed 
near  by  the  buildings.  On  examining  the  water  in  the  well,  we  found 
that  it  had  not  only  a  bad  smell,  but  a  nauseous  taste  ;  and  as  this  water 
had  been  used  by  the  family  for  some  time  after  it  became  disagreeable, 
we  concluded  that  it  might  be  (and  probably  was)  the  principal  cause 
of  the  sickness  of  the  girls.  The  well  was  soon  cleansed,  and  the 
family  furnished  with  pure  water.  Still  the  fever  was  not  arrested. 
Others,  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two,  were  taken  down  in  a  more 
aggravated  form.  The  fever  did  not  subside  till  it  numbered  ten  sub- 
jects in  this  single  family.  No  one  escaped,  save  the  old  lady,  who  was 
constantly  smoking  her  pipe,  and  a  little  boy  who  was  kept  running  of 
errands,  and  slept  away  from  home.  They  all  recovered.  Great  pains 
were  taken  to  cleanse  and  ventilate  the  apartments,  and  keep  everything 
in  a  good  condition  about  the  sick.  In  fair  weather  the  children  were 
carried  by  the  nurse  into  the  garden  for  an  airing.    They  never  failed, 
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although  weak  and  feverish,  to  be  not  only  pleased,  but  refreshed,  by  this 
out-door  exercise. 

Typhus-fever  patients  are  more  likely  to  sutler  from  the  want  of  pure 
air  than  from  exposure  to  the  weather.  In  ihe  w  inter  of  I8£3,  a  poor 
family  in  this  vicinity  contracted  the  fever,  and  no  less  than  four  were 
confined  in  one  room,  and  three  in  another.  The  air  soon  became  very 
bad  in  every  part  of  the  house.  Three  of  the  patients  died  in  the 
second  and  third  week,  and  I  saw  no  reason  why  all  of  them  would  not 
die  in  so  foul  an  atmosphere.  Having  failed  in  my  endeavors  to  ob- 
tain another  house,  where  they  might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  pure  air,  I 
directed  a  man  to  ride  out  with  them  every  day  that  the  weather  would 
permit.  They  were  greatly  benefited  by  an  exposure  to  the  cold  winter 
breezes.  Meantime  the  windows  of  the  house  were  taken  out,  and  the 
rooms  were  thoroughly  ventilated  and  cleansed  for  the  reception  of  the 
sick.  Soon  after  this  procedure,  the  patients  began  to  improve,  and  all 
of  them  subjected  to  this  treatment  recovered.  But  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  was  a  measure  of  necessity  rather  than  of  choice,  and  is 
not  to  be  imitated  without  good  reasons. 

Typhus  has  several  times  been  produced,  in  our  village,  by  the  over- 
flowing of  our  streams,  filling  our  cellars  and  wells  with  impure  water, 
and  leaving  an  accumulation  of  filth  on  our  low  lands.  Cold,  damp 
cellars,  emitting  an  offensive  odor,  are  fruitful  sources  of  typhus  fever. 
The  disease  commenced,  after  one  of  these  freshets,  in  the  summer  of 
1831,  in  the  very  place  where  we  might  expect  it  to  begin.  A  young 
lady  was  taken  down  as  the  first  subject,  who  lived  near  by  a  large 
slough,  which  had  been  filled  up  with  vegetable  matters  undergoing 
fermentation,  which  very  sensibly  affected  the  neighboring  atmosphere. 
This  case  terminated  fatally.  But  the  fever  was  not  long  confined  to 
this  point,  but  sprung  up  in  several  families  on  State  street,  whose  wells 
and  cellars  had  been  filled  with  unwholesome  water.  It  constituted  a 
real  endemic,  and  was  attended  with  a  redundancy  of  bile.  Females  in 
middle  life  were  its  greatest  sufferers  ;  it  proved  fatal  to  some  of  this 
class,  most  of  whom  were  nursing  mothers.  Emetics  and  cathartics 
were  better  tolerated  than  they  generally  are  in  this  disease. 

In  every  season  that  typhus  has  been  prevalent  among  us,  I  believe 
it  has  originated  from  local  causes,  and  has  to  some  considerable  extent 
been  propagated  by  contagion.  In  confirmation  of  this  statement,  take 
the  case  of  a  vagrant,  who,  in  the  spring  of  1823,  was  arrested  in  this 
place  for  some  petty  larceny,  and  incarcerated  within  the  cold,  damp 
walls  of  our  old  jail.  tThe  room  where  he  was  confined  was  foul  and 
badly  ventilated.  After  remaining  here  five  or  six  weeks,  he  looked 
sickly,  and  refused  to  eat.  On  examination,  he  was  found  to  be  uni- 
versally debilitated,  hardly  able  to  walk  by  the  side  of  an  assistant.  A 
tremor  pervaded  his  whole  system  ;  his  tongue  was  red,  and  his  pulse 
were  quick  and  feeble.  I  pronounced  it  to  be  a  case  of  typhus  fever, 
and  directed  his  removal  out  of  the  village.  After  a  run  of  twenty-one 
days  he  became  convalescent,  and  soon  regained  his  flesh  and  usual 
strength.  But  this  was  only  the  commencement  of  the  misfortune  ;  for 
several  persons,  who  assisted  in  taking  care  of  him,  took  the  fever.  Indeed, 
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it  spread  all  over  the  neighborhood,  and  did  not  subside  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  following  winter,  when  it  was  found  that  not  less  than  forty 
cases  could  be  traced  back  to  this  victim  of  the  law. 

In  the  above  case,  is  it  not  quite  certain  that  the  state  of  the  air  in 
which  this  man  was  confined  was  the  principal  cause  of  his  fever  ?  Jf 
it  is  replied  that  others  might  be  similarly  exposed  and  not  contract  the 
disease,  I  reply  this  may  be  possible,  and  yet  it  may  be  true  that  these 
very  persons  may  become  strongly  predisposed,  and  yet  escape  the  fever. 
That  noxious  gases  under  certain  circumstances  induce  typhus,  cannot 
well  be  doubted  ;  and  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  how  such  agents 
operate  upon  the  system  in  order  to  produce  their  peculiar  effects.  On 
this  subject,  we  are  permitted  to  know  some  things,  while  others  are  in- 
volved in  mystery. 

It  is  highly  probable,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  that  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  the  breathing  apparatus,  and  the 
alimentary  canal,  from  their  exposure  to  the  immediate  contact  of  feb- 
rile agents,  receive  the  first  impression  and  transmit  it  to  the  brain,  ca- 
pillary vessels  and  other  parts  of  the  system.  On  examination,  we  find 
that  divers  organs  and  parts  are  affected  differently,  according  to  their 
different  susceptibilities  and  the  nature  of  the  hurtful  agent.  ]n  regard 
to  the  lungs,  while  pure  air  is  received  into  them  they  perform  a  healthy 
office.  But  when  deleterious  agents  operate  upon  the  delicate  nerves 
and  vessels  of  the  air-cells,  for  a  certain  length  of  time,  they  take  on  a 
morbid  action,  and  do  not  perform  their  accustomed  function.  The 
aeration  and  purification  of  the  blood  is  not  perfected,  and  some  portion 
of  the  febrile  poison  is  taken  into  the  blood,  and  serves  still  further  to 
contaminate  the  whole  mass  of  circulating  fluid.  The  same  theory  will 
apply  to  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Those  febrile  agents  which  are  con- 
tained in  impure  food  and  water,  when  taken  into  the  alimentary  canal, 
are  treated  in  the  first  place  as  enemies  by  the  nerves  and  vessels  with 
which  they  come  in  contact,  and  they  are  either  expelled  from  the  sys- 
tem without  producing  permanent  injury,  or  else  the  vessels  take  on  a 
diseased  state.  Febrile  agents  may  as  readily  find  their  way  into  the 
circulation  through  the  medium  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  the  lungs, 
and  in  either  case  they  must  be  gradually  expelled  from  the  system  by  the 
cutaneous  emunctory  and  other  outlets  of  the  body,  in  order  to  a  return 
of  health. 

Enough  has  already  been  said  to  give  us  a  clue  to  the  state  of  the 
body  in  typhus  fever.  We  find  that  not  only  the  whole  man  is  sick,  but 
disordered  in  such  a  manner  as  is  calculated  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
the  fever  for  some  length  of  time.  The  secretions,  the  excretions,  and 
the  exhalations,  are  in  a  morbid  state,  and  all  combine  to  surround  the 
patient  with  a  febrile  atmosphere,  which  must  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
be  respired,  thereby  adding  fuel  to  the  fire. 

I  have  said  that  typhus  fever  was  contagious.  Jt  may  not  be  so  un- 
der all  circumstances  ;  at  any  rate,  the  contagion  may  be  so  diluted  as 
to  render  it  inoperative.  Take  an  example.  C.  P.,  a  young  man,  was 
taken  with  the  fever  in  the  fall  of  1841.  His  mother  was  an  excellent 
nurse,  kept  everything  neat  and  in  perfect  order.    The  room  where  he 
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was  confined  was  large  and  well  adapted  for  ventilation,  having  a  win- 
dow in  the  west  end,  and  another  opposite,  which  allowed  a  current  of 
air  to  pass  through  it.  I  assured  the  attendants  that  they  could  not  take 
the  fever  in  his  case,  and  although  he  was  quite  sick  for  three  weeks  no 
one  contracted  the  fever  from  him.  Other  similar  instances  might  be 
mentioned  to  show  that  much  may  be  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
fever.  But  I  must  hasten  to  its  treatment.  Preliminary  to  this,  I  would 
observe  that  everything  which  relates  to  the  patient  is  to  be  regarded 
remedial,  and  is  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  physician.  The  air  he 
breathes,  his  drink  and  nourishment,  the  room  in  which  he  is  confined, 
the  bed  on  which  he  lies,  light  and  darkness,  noise  and  silence,  exercise 
and  rest,  wakefulness  and  repose,  in  short  whatever  may  affect  either  the 
body  or  the  mind,  falls  under  the  care  of  the  physician,  and  should  be 
made  efficacious  to  the  recovery  of  his  patient. 

The  fanciful  doctrine,  "  similia  similibus  curanter,"  has  little  to  do 
in  the  treatment  of  typhus  fever.  If  the  doctrine  contain  any  truth 
whatever,  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  exception  .to  a  general  rule.  That 
remarkable  man,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  whose  manner  of  life  led  him  to 
frequent  exposures  of  his  health,  constructed  a  much  more  rational  sys- 
tem, which  he  long  practised  successfully  upon  himself,  and  which  was 
directly  opposite  to  the  one  alluded  to.  When  he  was  indisposed,  he 
endeavored  to  find  out  the  cause  or  causes  of  his  complaint,  and  then  to 
pursue  a  course  opposite  to  that  which  produced  his  sickness.  Thus,  if 
his  disease  was  occasioned  by  cold  and  fatigue,  a  warm  bed,  with  suita- 
ble rest,  was  found  to  be  the  true  remedy.  If  his  complaint  resulted 
from  too  free  living,  abstinence  was  pretty  sure  to  cure  bin?.  On  this 
principle  I  would  say,  if  typhus  fever  is  produced  by  deleterious  gases, 
it  might  be  thought  desirable  that  the  nature  of  these  gases  should 
be  understood,  so  as  to  lead  to  a  remedy  in  what  is  opposite.  But  in 
order  to  cure  diseases,  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  strictly  antipathic.  We 
may,  to  a  very  great  extent,  antagonize  the  effects  of  the  efficient  cause 
or  causes  of  typhus,  by  atmospheric  air  and  other  appropriate  remedies. 
I  propose  pure  atmospheric  air,  of  a  suitable  temperature,  properly  ap- 
plied, as  the  first  and  great  remedy  for  the  cure  of  typhus  fever.  1  am 
aware  that  it  will  be  said  at  once  that  pure  air  has  ever  been  considered 
essential  in  the  cure  of  all  diseases.  This  is  generally  true,  and  I  am 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  some  of  our  best  writers,  such  as  Drs.  Good 
and  Watson,  have  laid  great  stress  upon  the  doctrine  now  advocated. 
In  stating  this,  however,  I  do  not  mean  to  yield  the  whole  ground.  I 
would  ask,  has  any  writer  proposed  pure  atmospheric  air  as  the  first 
and  great  remedy  for  the  cure  of  typhus  fever?  Has  it  not  been  re- 
garded rather  as  an  adjuvant  than  a  real  remedy  ?  By  presenting  this 
subject  in  a  somewhat  new  light,  I  shall  commend  those  principles  which 
have  long  guided  me  in  my  intercourse  with  the  sick. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  tendency  of  this  fever  is  to  health.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  true  when  everything  about  our  patients  is  favorable  ;  but  in 
opposite  circumstances  the  tendency  is  to  death.  We  ought,  hardly  to 
expect  the  recovery  of  a  patient  in  typhus  when  he  is  surrounded  by  a 
foul  atmosphere,  whose  every  respiration  impinges  upon  the  delicate  coats 
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of  the  air-cells  a  deleterious  agent,  and  that  not  occasionally,  but  con- 
stantly, for  days  and  weeks,  thereby  destroying  the  function  of  the 
lungs  and  rendering  the  blood  and  all  the  secretions  impure.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  patient  during  the  whole  course  of  the  fever  can,  to 
some  good  extent,  breathe  a  pure  atmosphere,  and  have  it  applied  to 
his  person  in  such  a  manner  as  not  only  to  prove  an  equalizer  of  the 
circulation,  but  a  refrigerant,  an  anodyne  and  a  tonic,  who,  I  ask,  can 
fail  to  see  in  this  very  thing  a  principle  that  may  involve  the  fate  of  every 
subject  of  typhus  fever. 

How,  then,  shall  we  place  our  patients  so  that  they  shall  be  most 
likely  to  recover?  Jn  warm  weather,  if  they  must  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  being  in  the  shade  in  the  open  air,  where  they  can  be  fanned 
and  refreshed  by  the  gentle  breezes,  thereby  dissipating  morbid  exhala- 
tions, then  they  should  occupy  a  large,  high  room,  with  windows  well 
calculated  for  ventilation.  It  should  be  neither  papered  nor  carpeted, 
nor  should  it  contain  any  useless  furniture.  Something  may,  no  doubt, 
be  done  by  disinfecting  agents,  but  they  are  never  to  be  used  to  the 
neglect  of  free  ventilation  and  the  most  perfect  cleanliness.  Pure  at- 
mospheric air,  of  a  proper  temperature,  is  to  be  made  use  of,  not  only 
as  a  fit  remedy  for  the  lungs,  but  for  the  body  as  applied  to  its  surface. 
Whenever  the  skin  is  dry  and  hot,  it  is  to  be  cooled  down  to  a  proper 
temperature  by  fanning  the  body  with  a  sheet,  and  by  properly  adjusting 
the  bed-clothes.  This  is  not  only  a  cooling,  but  a  cleansing,  process. 
Whenever  it  does  not  operate  satisfactorily  in  accomplishing  the  ends  in 
view,  we  may  have  recourse  to  cool  water,  applied,  however,  with  some 
caution.  There  is  no  case  where  the  face,  hands  and  feet  may  not  be 
washed  and  kept  clean  during  the  whole  course  of  the  fever. 

Atmospheric  air  can  be  used,  not  only  to  allay  the  fever,  but  to  equalize 
febrile  heat.  If  the  head  of  the  patient  is  inclined  to  be  too  hot,  as  is 
generally  the  case,  it  can  be  kept  sufficiently  cool  by  the  application 
of  cold  air  ;  and  the  best  way  of  doing  this,  is  to  place  a  bladder  partly 
filled  with  ice  water  to  the  head,  thereby  cooling  the  air  down  to  32°, 
a  temperature  sufficiently  low  for  all  practical  purposes.  The  extremities 
or  any  other  part,  whenever  too  cool,  may  be  warmed  by  a  resort  to 
bottles  filled  with  hot  air,  a  hot  brick  wrapped  in  flannel,  or  bags  of  hot 
sand,  thereby  raising  the  temperature  of  the  air,  as  may  be  required. 
We  see,  then,  that  with  atmospheric  air  we  not  only  cool  the  patient 
down  to  any  desirable  degree  of  temperature,  but  we  equalize  the  fever, 
while  at  the  same  time  we  do  much  in  cleansing  the  body  from  im- 
purities by  the  same  agent.  Meantime  we  tranquillize  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, promote  sleep,  guard  against  delirium,  and  accomplish  much  in 
bringing  back  the  morbid  condition  of  the  vessels  to  a  normal  state. 

An  atmospheric  bed,  I  am  satisfied,  might  be  used  advantageously 
for  fever  patients.  They  would  be  found  cool  and  comfortable,  and 
would  do  much  to  prevent  those  troublesome  ulcers  which  sometimes 
occur  during  a  long  confinement.  When  such  beds  cannot  be  procur- 
ed, and  bed-sores  have  already  taken  place,  bladders  half  filled  with 
air  may  be  applied  as  cushions  on  or  around  the  ulcers,  with  great  eom- 
fort  to  the  patient. 
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The  vessels  and  nerves  of  the  internal  or  mucous  membrane  of  the 
alimentary  canal  are  no  less  affected  in  typhus  fever,  than  are  those  of 
other  surfaces,  and  are  to  be  treated  on  the  same  general  principles 
already  laid  down,  regard  being  had  to  the  function  of  organs,  as  all  mor- 
bid secretions  are  a  source  of  irritation  to  the  parts  with  which  they 
come  in  contact.  The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  remove  them,  with 
those  remedies  which  operate  gently  and  leave  the  stomach  and  bowels 
in  a  good  condition.  Ipecacuanha  is  a  good  emetic  when  such  a  reme- 
dy is  required,  and  castor  oil  is  an  excellent  cathartic.  After  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels  have  been  properly  cleansed,  they  are  to  be  supplied 
with  the  most  simple  materials  to  which  they  are  accustomed  in  health. 
A  class  of  remedies  termed  diluents,  of  which  water  is  the  principal  in- 
gredient, may  be  used  to  advantage  in  febrile  disorders.  The  absorbents 
of  the  stomach,  even  where  digestion  is  destroyed,  readily  take  up  these 
fluids  and  convey  them  into  the  circulation,  where  they  serve  to  supply,  in 
some  measure,  the  waste  or  deficiency  of  the  blood  and  other  fluids. 
Whenever  the  stomach  is  capable  of  digestion,  warm,  nourishing  liquids 
should  be  taken  moderately,  not  only  with  a  view  of  replenishing  the 
vessels,  but  to  awaken  the  natural  instinct  of  this  important  organ.  These 
simple  remedies  have  still  another  use.  I  refer  to  their  diaphoretic 
effect.  Where  diluents,  such  as  water,  gruel,  diaphoretic  teas,  &c,  fail 
of  producing  a  moisture  upon  the  skin,  some  suitable  sudorific  should  be 
administered,  as  often  as  is  necessary  to  produce  and  maintain  the  de- 
sired object.  The  skin  and  lungs  are  somewhat  analogous  in  their  func- 
tions ;  in  a  certain  sense,  they  perform  a  vicarious  office  for  each  other. 
Whenever  the  blood  is  rendered  impure  in  consequence  of  disease  of 
the  lungs,  the  cutaneous  organ,  if  kept  in  a  proper  slate,  is  capable  of 
transmitting  morbific  fluids,  and  thereby  relieving  the  system.  Jf  its 
temperature  is  uniform  and  near  the  healthy  standard,  and  suitably  moist, 
we  may  be  satisfied  with  its  condition.  Whenever  cordial  diaphoretics 
are  required,  the  diffusible  stimulants,  such  as  gum  camphor,  opium, 
alcohol,  ammonia,  feci,  may  be  administered,  as  the  patient  requires. 
The  good  they  do  does  not  always  depend  upon  the  diaphoresis  they 
produce,  for  they  not  only  promote  warmth  and  circulation,  and  a  moist 
skin,  but  they  sustain  the  sinking  powers  by  keeping  up  an  action  of  the 
whole  system.  I  have  seen  not  a  few  cases  where  the  apparent  strug- 
gles of  death  proved  a  sort  of  crisis  to  the  disease,  and  were  followed  by 
a  rapid  recovery.  A  skilful  application  of  appropriate  stimulants,  not 
only  internally  but  externally,  assisted  by  a  current  of  fresh  air,  is  often 
instrumental  in  re-calling  the  patient  to  life,  especially  if  the  integrity 
of  the  organs  has  been  preserved  during  the  fever.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, we  are  not  to  despair,  although  vitality  is  reduced  to  its  lowest 
ebb.  While  life  remains,  there  is  hope.  On  the  contrary,  if,  either  from 
the  intensity  of  the  fever,  or  from  bad  treatment,  some  part  or  organ 
essential  to  life  has  been  injured  irremediably,  then  whatever  we  do  will 
prove  unavailing — the  patient  must  die,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  to 
save  him. 

fn  our  da">ly  visits  to  our  patients,  we  should  ascertain  the  true  condi- 
tion of  all  the  viscera  and  parts  essential  to  life.    If  we  find  any  organ 
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suffering  unduly,  either  from  congestion,  inflammation,  or  otherwise,  it  is 
the  very  part  that  claims  attention,  and  we  should  give  no  sleep  to  our 
eyes  until  the  complaint  is  removed  and  an  equilibrium  is  established 
favorable  to  health.  The  skilful  physician  foresees  the  evil  in  season  to 
remedy  it ;  while  one  less  observant  does  not  detect  it  until  it  is  too  late, 
and  death  is  the  consequence. 

It  is  believed  that  very  few  die  of  typhus  fever,  merely  from  general 
debility.  Whenever  the  vital  powers  are  greatly  exhausted,  and  the 
diffusible  stimulants  are  likely  to  fail  us,  other  remedies  may  be  tried.  Jn 
extreme  exhaustion,  attended  with  coma,  the  arsenical  solution  of  Dr. 
Fowler  is  sometimes  used  with  good  effect.  As  a  peculiar  stimulant, 
phosphorus,  given  in  small  and  repeated  doses,  has  acquired  some  repute 
in  sustaining  the  patient.  Among  the  cerebro-spinants,  some  few  are  no- 
ticed as  being  capable  of  creating  and  calling  out  vital  energy — as,  for 
instance,  strychnine  given  in  one-twelfth-grain  doses  every  four  or  six 
hours,  it  is  stated  on  good  authority,  is  capable  of  generating  vitality  ; 
while  quinine,  administered  at  the  same  time,  calls  it  into  action.  Such 
medicines  are  a  desideratum  in  the  treatment  of  fevers  of  a  low  type. 
That  they  possess  these  peculiar  virtues,  I  confess  I  have  no  experience. 


SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS. 

To  the  Ed > tor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal . 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  thought  how  delightful  a  series  of  gossiping 
letters  from  Greece,  in  the  days  of  the  sage  of  Cos  (something  like  the 
travels  of  Anachasis)  ;  or  from  Rome,  in  the  days  of  Galen  ;  or  from 
London,  in  the  days  of  Pott  and  the  Hunters — would  read  at  the  present 
day.   Politicians,  literary  men,  the  pure  literati  and  artists,  are  continually 
made  the  subjects  of  letters,  memoirs  and  biographies.    The  letters  of 
Willis,  the  Memoranda  of  Rush,  he.  &tc,  show  what  can  be  done  in 
this  way,  in  the  departments  of  literature  and  politics.    Why  do  we 
desire  to  see  the  faces,  and  take  pleasure  in,  once  at  least,  conversing 
with  the  master  minds  of  our  own  and  of  other  professions?    But  you 
may  say,  medicine  and  medical  men  are  not  proper  subjects  for  such 
remarks  and  comments  as  are  referred  to  above.    1  answer,  that  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  the  younger  portion  of  the  profession,  at  least,  should 
not  gratify  (in  the  language  of  Dr.  Knight,  ia  the  National  Medical 
Association)  their  "laudable  curiosity." 

To  the  politician,  historian,  or  merely  literary  man,  a  glimpse  at  the 
personal,  every-clay  appearance,  habits  and  manners  of  the  distinguished, 
either  living  or  dead,  is  food  for  their  pen.  Why  not  equally  so,  the 
manners  and  habits  of  medical  men,  who  fill  so  large  a  space  in  the 
world's  eye?  Can  you  not  see,  mentally,  the  rough  but  kindly  bearing 
of  Abernethy  ?  the  good-natured  and  gentlemanly  air  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper?  the  downright,  straight-forward  manner  of  Velpeau — or  the 
stately,  cold,  but  polished  address  of  Physic  ?  And  can  you  not  compare 
these  with  the  haughty,  self-sufficient  step  of  Dupuytren,  or  the  brusque 
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carriage  of  Larrey  ?  To  be  sure  you  can,  and  these  things  form  a  part 
of  the  men  and  their  times  ;  through  these,  not  unfrequently,  we  may  see 
into  various  peculiarities  of  their  mental  constitutions — their  preferences 
and  antipathies — their  devotion  to  one  branch  of  our  profession  rather 
than  to  another,  he.  he. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  short  sketch  of  the  distinguished  men  of  our  time, 
does  good  in  holding  up  to  the  young  aspirant  for  medical  honors,  the 
models  which  he  is  to  follow,  or  the  peculiarities  which  he  is  to  shun. 

Entertaining  these  views  of  the  matter,  I  have  long  thought  that 
sketches  of  a  few  of  the  prominent  living  physicians  of  Philadelphia 
might  interest  the  numerous  alumni  of  her  schools,  while  reading  the 
pages  of  your  widely-circulating  Journal.  I  propose  beginning  this  series 
by  giving  a  short  outline  of 

DR.  JOHN  BELL. 

I  must,  however,  premise  that  I  do  it  without  the  knowledge  of  the  parties 
concerned  ;  and,  with  your  assistance,  without  their  knowledge  of  my 
identity.  I  must  also  say,  that  I  have  no  private  pique  to  gratify  in 
writing  these  sketches;  they  are  written  merely  with  the  view  expressed 
above. 

Dr.  John  Bell,  who  resides  in  Spruce  street  below  8th  street,  is  well 
known  to  the  medical  world  as  a  voluminous  writer  on  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects. For  several  years,  he  edited  successfully  the  il  Select  Medical 
Library  and  Eclectic  Journal,"  and  is  the  author  of  a  standard  volume  on 
Baths.  This  work,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  is  about  going  through  a 
new  edition,  and  will  soon  appear  enlarged  and  improved.  No  American 
physician,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  without  this  volume.  The  subject 
of  baths,  simple  and  medicated,  is  by  far  too  much  neglected  in  our 
country  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  profession  to  enlighten  public 
sentiment  on  this  matter.  Dr.  B.  is  also  author  of  a  work  on  the  Practice 
of  Medicine,  the  greater  part  of  "  Bell  and  Stokes's"  lectures  on  the 
practice  of  medicine  having  been  written  by  him. 

A  very  excellent  account  of  the  course  of  the  cholera  in  1832-33, 
was  drawn  up  and  published  by  Dr.  B.  and  one  of  his  friends,  several 
years  ago,  which  would  throw  light  on  the  course  of  this  great  epidemic 
at  the  present  time.  A  splendid  edition  of  an  English  translation  of 
ik  Rayer  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin,"  was  edited,  and  numerous  and 
valuable  notes  added,  by  Dr.  B.,  several  years  ago.  This  work  is  now 
probably  the  standard  authority. in  the  branch  on  which  it  treats,  in  this 
country.  It  was  among  the  first  of  those  folio  volumes — among  which 
are  Moreau's  Midwifery,  "  Pancoast's  Quain's  Anatomy,"  "  Pancoast's 
Operative  Surgery,"  he.,  whose  publication  forms  a  new  era  in  the  history 
of  medical  book  printing  in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  valuable  addition 
to  our  medical  literature  ;  as  would  the  translation  of  the  great  work  by 
the  same  author  (Rayer)  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys. 

The  "  Journal  of  Health"  was,  for  several  years,  sustained  chiefly  by 
the  indefatigable  pen  of  Dr.  B.    And  its  influence  on  the  habits  of  our 
•  people,  particularly  in  the  training  and  education  of  children,  was  marked 
and  beneficial.    We  should  be  glad  to  see  such  a  Journal,  edited  by  such 
talent,  in  existence  again. 
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For  several  years,  and,  we  believe,  still,  Dr.  Bell  edited  a  widely  cir- 
culating newspaper,  devoted  to  the  causes  of  temperance  and  colonization. 
These  labors,  however,  to  him  are  but  amusement.  To  edit  a  paper,  dash 
off  a  lecture  on  "  The  Power  of  Association,"  "  The  Painters  and  Paintings 
of  Italy,"  or  lengthy  statistical  accounts  of  the  evils  of  intemperance,  is 
merely  recreation — and,  like  Jonah's  gourd,  done  in  a  night.  An  exten- 
sive practice,  which  has  continued,  perhaps  grown  up,  from  a  nine-year's 
service,  as  Attending  Physician  to  the  "Philadelphia  Dispensary,"  is 
attended  to  with  scrupulous  fidelity  ;  and  the  affection  of  his  patients, 
manifested  by  their  expressions  of  gratitude,  tell  in  the  truest  language, 
that  Dr.  B.,  under  an  exterior,  perhaps  a  little  rough,  carries  a  warm 
human  heart. 

As  a  lecturer  on  Physiology  in  the  Medical  Institute,  founded  by 
Prof.  Chapman  in  1818,  and  for  many  years  the  nursery  of  many  of  our 
now  distinguished  teachers,  Dr.  B.  had  few  equals  for  general  research 
and  accuracy  of  detail.  True,  he  is  not  a  very  imposing  lecturer — he 
attends  more  to  the  matter  than  to  the  manner — and  old  Virginia,  from 
whence  he,  with  many  others,  have  come  to  seek  their  fortunes,  had  done 
well  had  she  given  him  a  little  more  of  the  animal,  with  his  clear  intel- 
lectual capacities.  But  all  who  prefer  fact  to  fancy,  truth  to  fiction,  and 
real  learning  to  bombast,  will  listen  to  Dr.  Bell,  on  this  or  any  other 
medical  subject,  with  pleasure  and  profit. 

But  I  find  my  paper  is  covered,  and  I  have  not  finished  Dr.  B.  I 
must  therefore  close,  promising,  should  this  suit,  and  I  find  time,  to  con- 
tinue the  narrative.  Yours  truly,  Cato. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  24,  1849. 


LOBELIA  IN  HYDROPHOBIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  statement  has  been  thought  to  possess  sufficient 
importance  and  interest  to  warrant  its  publication.  If  you  think  so,  you 
may,  if  you  please,  give  it  an  insertion  in  the  Journal. 

Dr.  Benaiah  Sanborn,  who  died  in  1841  in  our  neighboring  town  of 
Sanbornton,  had  a  very  extensive  practice  for  many  years  in  that  town 
and  vicinity,  enjoying,  to  an  eminent  degree,  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity around  him.  Although  making  no  pretensions  to  very  much 
science,  he  was  considered  a  skilful  physician,  and  a  man  of  high  moral 
and  intellectual  worth.  "Having  ascertained,"  as  he  supposed,  "  that 
lobelia  was  an  antidote  to  poison  of  extremely  virulent  character,"  he 
was  induced  to  test  its  virtues  in  the  treatment  of  hydrophobia,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  which  soon  presented.  The  swine  of  four  families,  on 
the  borders  of  Sanbornton  and  Meredith,  were  bitten  by  a  dog  supposed 
to  be  mad.  The  Doctor  proposed  giving  the  lobelia  by  way  of  experi- 
ment. To  three  of  the  swine  it  was  given  as  soon  as  possible,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  given  freely  for  some  time.  These  all  lived,  while  the  one 
to  which  it  was  not  given  proved  mad  and  died  of  hydrophobia. 

He  was  afterwards  called  to  see  a  son  of  Esquire  Mooney,  of  Canter- 
bury, 9  years  of  age,  who  had  been  bitten.    It  was  the  11th  day  of  his 


102 


Speedy  Re-union  of  Fractured  Bones. 


disease.  "  He  had  become  very  wild,  and  the  spasms  were  so  severe 
that  it  was  necessary  to  confine  him  and  pry  open  his  mouth  in  order  to 
administer  anything."  Whilst  the  lobelia  was  preparing,  he  gave,  in 
hopes  of  allaying  the  spasms,  a  powder  composed  of  opium,  1  gr. ; 
sal.  nitre,  1  gr. ;  camphor,  1  gr. ;  digitalis,  2  grs.  A  strong  decoction  of 
the  lobelia  being  prepared,  was  then  given  and  repeated  until  free  vomit- 
ing was  produced.  It  was  taken  with  difficulty  at  first,  being  ejected 
from  his  mouth  and  nose,  but  the  effort  was  persevered  in  and  succeeded. 
In  three  hours,  the  Doctor  remarked,  "  the  patient  was  relieved,  and  sat 
at  the  table  and  took  tea  with  the  family  comfortably." 

Another  case,  in  which  the  same  treatment  was  entirely  successful, 
was  that  of  a  Mr.  Newell,  of  Reading,  Mass.  His  reputation  for  the 
successful  treatment  of  this  dreadful  disease,  it  seems,  became  somewhat 
extensive,  and  is,  to  this  day,  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  people 
amongst  whom  he  dwelt;  so  much  so,  I  am  told,  that  many  of  them  are 
in  the  habit  of  yearly  laying  by  them  in  store  their  bunch  of  lobelia. 

The  facts,  as  above  related,  I  have  had  in  my  possession  for  a  long 
time,  having  been  for  many  years  a  neighbor  to  Dr.  S.  Having  had  no 
opportunity  to  test  the  value  of  this  treatment  by  actual  experiment,  and 
having  never  seen,  as  I  recollect,  any  allusion,  in  any  of  our  Medical 
Journals,  to  the  use  of  lobelia  in  the  treatment  of  hydrophobia,  1  thought 
the  communication  might  not  be  uninteresting  or  unprofitable  to  the  pro- 
fession. Should  any  be  induced  to  make  trial  of  the  above,  I  hope  they 
will  give  the  result  of  their  experiment  through  the  pages  of  the  Journal. 

Boscawen,  N.  H.,  Feb.  22,  1849.  E.  K.  Webster. 


SPEEDY  RE-UNION  OF  FRACTURED  BONES 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, —  As  the  following  case  is  somewhat  out  of  the  ordinary 
course  of  surgical  experience,  and  may  prove  of  some  practical  value  to 
young  surgeons,  I  have  thought  fit  to  forward  it  for  publication  in  your 
valuable  Journal,  should  you  think  proper.    Respectfully  yours, 
Foxcroft,  Me.,  Feb.  16,  1849.  S.  Laughton. 

July  24,  1848. — Was  called  to  visit  A.  S.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  of  Dover, 
ajt.  33  years.  Temperament  sanguino-bilious  ;  of  medium  stature  ;  never 
used  ardent  spirits.  While  oiling  some  of  the  machinery  in  his  iron 
factory,  had  his  left  hand  caught  in  a  band,  which  carried  it  around  an 
iron  shaft  of  some  two  inches  in  diameter,  fracturing  and  lacerating  the 
hand  and  forearm  nearly  as  high  as  its  middle,  in  a  most  shocking  man- 
ner; also  producing  transverse  fracture  of  the  humerus  just  below  the 
insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle.  The  elbow  and  shoulder  joints  were 
uninjured.  The  point  at  issue  between  the  by-standers  present,  when 
1  arrived,  was,  shall  the  limb  lie  amputated  at  the  seat  of  fracture  of 
humerus,  or  below  the  elbow?  There  being  no  medical  gentleman 
present  with  whom  to  consult,  1  decided  upon  the  latter,  though  much 
against  the  judgment  of  most  who  were  present.  I  immediately  reduced 
and  dressed  the  fractured  humerus,  applying  the  starched  pasteboard 
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splints;  after  which  I  amputated  the  forearm  near  its  middle,  adopting, 
as  I  usually  do,  the  method  of  Mr.  Liston.  The  wound  was  dressed  in 
the  usual  manner  with  water  dressings,  the  patient  placed  in  bed,  and  the 
limb,  in  the  state  of  semi-flexion,  was  laid  in  a  curved  concave  splint. 

Considerable  swelling  of  the  stump  below  the  elbow  followed,  caused, 
probably,  by  the  closeness  of  the  dressings  above,  but  was  readily  con- 
trolled by  saturine  and  evaporating  lotions.  The  wound  united  by  first 
intention,  and  was  perfectly  cicatrized  by  the  14th  day.  Nothing  worthy 
of  note  occurred  up  to  the  13th  day,  when  the  patient  complained  of  an 
unusual  degree  of  pain,  which  for  the  first  time  was  referred  to  the  seat 
of  fracture.  On  removing  the  dressings,  I  found  the  swelling  of  the  arm 
had  subsided,  leaving  the  envelope  of  splints  quite  loose  about  it,  and 
upon  examination  ascertained  that  re-union  of  the  fracture  had  not  yet 
commenced.  The  cause  of  pain  was  also  discovered  to  be  the  action  of 
the  deltoid  and  pectoral  muscles  on  the  upper  fragment  of  bone,  tending 
to  raise  it  from  its  proper  place.  The  dressings  were  now  more  closely 
re-applied,  and  the  case  progressed  without  an  unfavorable  symptom  to 
the  time  of  perfect  re-union,  which  was  accomplished  on  the  15th  day 
of  August,  22  days  from  the  date  of  the  injury. 

Mr.  B.  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several  months  past,  wearing  an 
artificial  arm  and  hand  with  great  ease  and  convenience,  and  manages 
his  horse  with  as  much  apparent  ease  as  ever. 

The  point  which  may  be  considered  as  worthy  of  special  notice  in  the 
above  case,  is,  the  early  re-union  of  the  fracture  above  the  amputation, 
the  weather  at  the  same  time  being  exceedingly  warm.  If  similar  cases 
have  occurred  in  the  practice  of  other  surgeons,  I  should  be  happy  to 
hear  from  them,  and  of  the  results,  either  privately  or  through  the  Journals. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.   MARCH    7 ,    1  8  4  9. 


Spurious  Quinine. — A  distinguished  chemist  addressed  us  a  note,  last 
week,  asking  if  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  let  our  medical  readers  know 
that  they  must  be  careful  in  purchasing  sulphate  of  quinine,  as  there  is  a 
large  quantity  in  the  market  shamefully  adulterated,  to  the  extent  of  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  by  analysis.  So  it  seems  that  the  new  drug;  inspection 
laws  cannot  prevent  all  the  fraudulent  schemes  in  the  matter  of  medi- 
cine. This  one  item  of  information  shows  very  clearly  that  our  appre- 
hensions, some  months  since,  were  well  founded,  that  the  cheating  in  dnigs 
would  hereafter  be  accomplished  at  home  instead  of  abroad.  The  advan- 
tages of  changing  the  system,  by  Congress,  are,  that  our  own  unprinci- 
pled dealers  get  a  double  profit.  Formerly  they  sold  the  spurious  articles 
already  prepared  ;  now  they  perform  the  adulterating  manipulations  them- 
selves, and  thus  conduct  a  thriving  business.  An  active  demand  for  sul- 
phate of  quinine  has  grown  out  of  the  California  epidemic — the  fact  be- 
ing notorious  that  intermittent  fevers  are  one  of  the  accompaniments  of 
gold  hunting.     This  circumstance,  therefore,  has  very  likely  induced 
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individuals  to  exert  themselves  with  activity,  to  supply  the  demand,  so 
that  all  who  wish  may  carry  a  bottle  to  the  new  El  Dorado.  One  of  the 
most  lamentable  features  in  this  abominable  deception,  is,  that  there  are 
no  legal  means  of  arresting  the  sale.  Even  arsenic  and  prussic  acid  may 
be  sold  at  the  corners  of  the  streets,  by  apple-boys,  for  aught  that  we  know 
to  the  contrary,  without  trespassing  upon  any  law  or  ordinance  existing 
in  this  ancient  Commonwealth.  Notwithstanding  the  national  law,  there- 
fore, in  regard  to  drugs  and  medicines,  the  ingenuity  which  has  been  de- 
veloped is  working  immense  mischief. 


Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement. — A  delightful  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  association  was  held  at  the  elegant  residence  of  Dr.  Hay- 
ward,  Pemberton  square,  on  Tuesday  evening  of  last  week.  The  mem- 
bers will  look  back  with  pleasure  to  the  pleasant  interchange  of  civilities, 
and  the  hospitality  which  characterized  the  occasion,  and,  like  ourselves, 
regret  that  some  scheme  cannot  be  devised  for  bringing  the  profession  of  the 
city  more  frequently  together.  Medical  gentlemen,  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  are  almost  strangers  to  each  other.  New  comers  into  the  ranks 
professional,  proportioned  to  the  constant  increase  of  population,  should  be 
taken  by  the  hand  and  introduced  to  the  brotherhood;  and  thus  a  common 
feeling  of  interest  for  the  stability  of  our  institutions  and  good  fellowship 
would  be  cherished,  and  we  should  be  known  as  model  physicians,  at 
peace  among  ourseives  and  all  the  world  besides. 


Popular  Anatomical  lectures. — Boston  is  bountifully  supplied  with  lec- 
turers on  manakin  anatomy,  just  at  this  period.  Crowds  are  collected 
together  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  elements  of  their  own  organiza- 
tion, and  to  hear  the  wonderful  story  of  the  laws  that  govern  their  exist- 
ence. Some  rivalry  is  manifested  in  this  extensive  business  of  teaching 
the  multitude,  by  comers  from  different  parts  of  the  compass — all  eager 
to  pocket  the  ninepence,  the  customary  fee  for  explaining  the  whole  mys- 
tery of  manhood.  A  large  part  of  the  heterogeneous  audiences  in  attend- 
ance on  these  marvellous  exhibitions  of  model  men  and  papier  mache  fe- 
males, are  influenced,  it  is  presumed,  quite  as  much  by  a  vulgar  curiosity 
to  see  what  is  not  to  be  seen,  as  by  a  laudable  desire  for  knowledge.  As 
all  things  finally  have  an  end,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  this  new  branch  of 
business  will  by-and-by  be  brought  to  a  close,  when  its  patrons  will  perhaps 
find  that  they  have  paid  for  more  sound  than  substance. 


Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane. — Few  public  reports  will  be  read 
with  more  satisfaction  than  Dr.  Kirkbride's,  of  the  state  of  the  institution 
over  which  he  presides  with  distinguished  ability.  The  capacity  of  the 
establishment  is  adequate  to  the  accommodation  of  200  patients,  although 
a  larger  number  have  been  admitted.  A  steady  demand  for  admission 
renders  additional  conveniences  necessary,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  sea- 
sonably provided.  During  the  past  year,  120  were  discharged  cured  ;  23 
much  improved  ;  24  improved ;  19  remained  stationary  ;  and  17  died. 
Dr.  Kirkbride  complains  of  the  premature  removal  of  patients — an  evil 
which  is  deplored  by  superintendents  of  other  retreats  for  lunatics,  and 
hence  it  becomes  a  subject  of  surprise  with  intelligent  people,  why  the 
managers  allow  it  to  be  continued.    The  medical  adviser  is  competent  to 
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determine  whether  the  prospect  of  a  recovery  is  good  or  not,  and  friends 
should  be  influenced  by  his  decision,  without  a  sole  reference  to  their  own 
yearnings  of  affection  and  consequently  distorted  judgment.  The  tabular 
statements  are  quite  elaborate,  and  too  numerous  to  be  particularly  alluded 
to  in  the  Journal.  They  are  the  minute  records  to  which  those  particu- 
larly devoted  to  the  study  of  lunacy  will  resort  with  peculiar  interest. 
No  organization  could  be  more  conducive  to  the  daily  comfort  of  the  in- 
sane, than  exists  in  this  hospital.  The  workshop  for  those  having  con- 
structive faculties,  detached  cottages  for  a  certain  order  of  patients,  a  mu- 
seum and  reading  room,  an  annual  course  of  lectures  on  different  depart- 
ments of  science,  the  character  of  teachers  and  companions,  the  mental 
treatment,  in  combination  with  a  multitude  of  appliances  for  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  unfortunate  inmates,  are  highly  creditable  to  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  city  in  which  the  charity  is  located,  to 
the  active  benevolence  of  the  board  of  managers,  and  to  the  indefatigable 
physician  whose  life  is  given  to  the  service  of  his  reason-bereft  fellow 
beings.  The  table  of  expenditures  and  receipts  exhibits  a  healthful  state 
of  the  finances,  and  an  economical  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
establishment. 


University  of  Maryland. — Although  so  near  the  great  medical  centre, 
Philadelphia,  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  at 
Baltimore,  is  exceedingly  prosperous,  judging  from  the  number  of  stu- 
dents on  the  catalogue,  190,  which  is  a  large  class.  In  March  last,  at 
the  close  of  the  term,  63  genilemen  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Doctor 
in  Medicine.  No  efforts  are  wanting,  on  the  part  of  the  faculty,  to  make 
the  school  a  most  excellent  one  in  every  respect.  It  is  the  fourth  in  point 
of  age  in  the  Union,  and  inferior  to  no  one  in  respect  to  energy,  enterprise 
and  disposition  to  promote  the  welfare  of  students.  Dr.  Smith,  the  pro- 
fessor of  surgery,  is  a  man  of  extensive  renown — both  as  a  successful 
teacher  and  adroit  operator. 


Crypto gamous  Origin  of  Malarious  and  Epidemic  Fevers. — This  is  an 
ingenious  and  learned  series  of  six  lectures  on  the  .cryptogamous  origin 
of  certain  fevers,  by  J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  professor  of  practical  medicine 
in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  It  is  published  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
students,  by  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard.  If  the  Philadelphia  faculty  con- 
tinue to  be  as  industrious  as  they  have  been  for  the  last  few  years,  they 
will  become  as  celebrated  and  prolific  as  authors,  as  the  city  they  inhabit 
is  for  schools  of  medicine.  We  should  like  to  see  a  review  of  this  by 
Dr.  Caldwell,  of  Kentucky;  Dr.  Barllett,  of  Lexington  ;  Dr.  Payne,  of 
New  York,  or  Dr.  Ware,  of  Boston.  It  is  really  worthy  of  the  profound 
attention  of  a  very  profound  teacher  of  theory  and  practice. 


"  Diseases  of  Advanced  Life." — A  more  satisfactory  and  truly  rational 
train  of  excellent  suggestions  have  not  been  ushered  into  being  for  a  long 
time,  than  are  contained  in  this  work.  The  idea  of  making  old  age 
comfortable  is  praiseworthy,  accompanied,  as  it  is,  by  those  philanthropic 
feelings  which  ennoble  humanity.  Geo.  E.  Day,  M.D.,  of  London,  is  the 
writer.    He  seems  to  have  investigated,  with  special  care,  the  phases  of 
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approaching  age,  and  studied  the  physical  phenomena  peculiar  to  the  down 
hill  of  life.  Each  disease  that  fastens  upon  man,  as  the  sands  are  running 
out,  is  judiciously  considered,  and  appropriate  remedies  for  alleviating,  if 
not  curing,  are  prescribed.  It  cannot  be  understood  without  being  pe- 
rused. We  are  gratified  that  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  considered  it  for 
their  interest  to  re-publish  this  medical  novelty — trusting  that  others  will 
also  profit  by  the  enterprise.    Ticknor  &  Co.  have  it. 


Obstetrics — the  Art  and  the  Science. — Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  have 
published  a  noble  octavo  of  635  pages,  illustrated  with  120  cuts,  with  the 
above  title,  by  Charles  D.  Meigs.  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  reputation 
as  a  writer  on  obstetrics  is  not  eclipsed  by  any  other  in  America.  His 
style  is  bold,  independent,  and  so  perfectly  conversational  that  the  reader 
almost  fancies  that  the  author  is  standing  at  his  elbow.  The  dedication 
to  the  celebrated  Dr.  Drake,  the  Louisville  professor,  is  one  of  the  excel- 
lent things  in  the  book,  which  eminently  exhibits  the  character  o  "  Dr. 
Meigs's  mind.  Reserving  further  remarks  for  another  occasion,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  acknowledge  the  safe  arrival  of  the  work  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s', 
where  copies  are  on  sale. 


Braithwaite's  Retrospect. — Part  IS.  of  the  uniform  American  edition, 
was  promptly  distributed  last  week,  by  Mr.  Wiley,  No.  20  State  street, 
the  Boston  agent.  It  maintains  the  reputation  which  has  been  accorded 
to  it  from  the  commencement.  For  75  cents  the  purchaser  is  furnished 
with  a  digest  of  all  the  medical  journals  of  Great  Britain.  He  has  a 
volume,  at  this  price,  every  six  months,  that  contains  a  retrospective  view 
of  every  discovery  and  practical  improvement  in  the  medical  sciences. 


Fistula  Infirmary. — An  extraordinary  amount  of  business  app°ars  to 
have  been  transacted  in  this  institution — one  of  the  benevolent  affairs  of 
London.    Here  follows  some  account  of  a  late  anniversary. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  in  proposing  "  prosperity  to  the  Hospital,"  said  that 
this  was  the  12th  year  of  its  foundation,  and  it  has  been  since  that  time 
gradually  increasing  in  efficiency.  During  the  past  year,  however,  he  was 
sorry  to  observe  that  many  of  the  most  zealous  contributors  had  been  car- 
ried off  by  the  prevailing  epidemic,  and  the  funds  of  the  insitution  had 
suffered  a  proportionate  decrease.  The  proceeds  of  the  present  year, 
however,  were  about  equal,  or  at  all  events  not  inferior  to  former  years; 
and  this,  considering  the  severe  pressure  of  the  times,  was  a  matter  for 
very  sincere  congratulation.  The  claims  which  this  charity  had  upon  the 
public  were  very  great — claims  which  it  was  only  necessary  the  public 
should  recognize  in  order  to  enable  the  hospital  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  use- 
fulness. Bui,  since  the  foundation  of  the  infirmary,  no  less  than  5000  pa- 
tients had  been  treated  ;  and  of  that  number  not  lees  than  1500  had  un- 
dergone operations.  During  the  last  year  there  were  500  cases  admitted, 
and  half  had  been  discharged  cured.  Thes  >  were  striking  facts,  which 
fully  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  maintaining!  to  the  utmost  extent  the 
original  objects  and  designs  of  the  charity  Means  of  relief  are  thus 
opened  to  the  poor  for  escaping  from  a  malady!  not  only  serious  in  itself, 
but  from  one  which  induces  other  disorders,  engendering  the  most  serious 
consequences  to  the  individual. 
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Dr.  Lallemand  in  Egypt. — Dr.  Lallemand  has  met  with  a  very  flatter- 
ing reception  in  Eoypt.  That  gentleman  had  been  summoned  thither  to 
attend  Ibrahim  Pacha  in  his  last  illness,  but  the  viceroy  was  dead  when 
Dr.  Lellemand  landed  in  the  country.  The  latter  was  conveyed  from 
Alexandria  to  Cairo  by  a  government  steamer,  by  order  of  Ibrahim's  bro- 
ther, and  offered  apartments  in  the  palace;  which  honor  the  doctor,  how- 
ever, declined,  in  order  to  be  more  unshackled  in  his  movements.  The 
whole  of  the  medical  body,  headed  by  Clot-Bey,  went  to  congratulate  him  ; 
and  he  received  the  same  compliment  from  the  polytechnic  and  law  schools, 
The  new  viceroy  gave  Dr.  L.  an  audience  ;  and  a  steamer  was  placed  at 
his  command  to  proceed  to  Upper  Egypt. — Lon.  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany.— Died  at  Hollis,  N.  H.,  the  Hon.  Timothy  Farrar, 
aged  10]  years,  7  months  and  10  days. — Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Bos- 
ton ;  Bonpland,  the  naturalist;  Dr.  Patissier,  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  : 
anrl  Dr.  Roulin,  of  Paris,  have  been  made  Knights  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

—  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Nalle  goes  out  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Frigate  Savannah, 
bound  from  Boston  to  the  Pacific,  and  Drs.  G.  R.  B.  Horner  and  R.  F. 
Mason  assistant  surgeons.  —  Mrs.  Wright  is  lecturing  in  Boston  to  the 
ladies,  on  anatomy  and  physiology,  with  splendid  models  and  illustrations. 
Miss  Hunt  is  also  lecturing  to  the  poor,  gratuitously,  on  the  same  subject. 

—  A  new  discovery  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  tape-worm, 
of  much  importance,  an  account  of  which  is  anticipated  from  the  pen  of  a 
Boston  physician  shortly,  for  this  Journal. — An  important  trial  is  soon 
coming  on  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts — a  man  having 
sueJ  the  Boston  &  Worcester  Railroad  Corporation,  on  account  of  an  in- 
jury to  his  wife  while  in  the  cars,  which  caused  her  death.  The  medical 
testimony  will  be  of  practical  value  regarding  the  phases  of  lumbar  abscess. — 
Rabid  dogs  are  still  the  terror  of  the  people  in  various  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land.—  Several  excellent  medical  works  are  in  press  at  Philadelphia,  which 
may  be  expected  in  this  market  as  soon  as  published. — Rumor  says  that 
Dr.  Dime]  Drake  has  resigned  his  chair  in  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  Medical 
School. — George  Linnett  died  on  the  6th  of  January,  at  Brighton,  N.  S., 
at  the  advanced  age  of  1*20 — the  sole  survivor,  for  years,  of  the  army  of 
the  celebrated  Gen.  Wolf,  at  the  siege  of  Quebec. — A  man  who  has  been 
confined  for  40  years  in  th'j  poor-house  at  Newton,  a  raving  maniac,  has 
been  suddenly  and  completely  restored  to  reason.  He  appears  like  one 
awakened  from  a  long  sleep,  remembering  distinctly  what  took  place  before 
he  became  insane,  but  recollecting  nothing  of  the  longer  period  during 
which  his  reason  has  been  dethroned. 


To  Corrkspondents. — The  following  papers  have  been  received:  —  Use  of  Anesthetic 
A  gents  at  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York  ;  Case  of  Uterine  Haemorrhage ;  Sketch  of  Dr.  Edwards,, 
of  Ohio  ;  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut. 


Died, — In  Oldlown,  Me.,  Dr.  John  Temple. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  en«!ing  March  3d,  93. —  Males,  50 — females  43.-— 
Of  consumption.  "9 — lyphas  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  10 — brain  fever,  1 — lung;  fever.  8 — pleurisy  fever, 
2 — slow  fever,  1 — measles,  19 — teetlnig,  i — infantile,  fi — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs,  3 — disease  of  liver,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — disease  of  bladder,  1 — dis- 
ease of  the  lungs,  I — Tsea>c  of  the  brain,  2 — dropsy,  3 — dropsy  on  die  brain,  2 — pleurisy,!  — 
erysipelas,  I — convulsions,  1 — old  age,  2 — croup,  2 — rupture  of  blood-vessel,  1 — marasmus,  2 — 
starvation,  1 — child-bed,  1 — chicken  pox,  1 — cancer,  1 — unknown,!. 

Under  5  years,  48 — between  5  and  20  vears,  14 — between  20  and  40  years,  1 1 — between  40  and 
60  yeais,  9— over  GO  years,  8. 
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Case  of  Lithotomy  :  117  Calculi,  weighing  4J  ounces,  successfully  re- 
moved. By  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College 
of  Georgia. — Mr.  O'Bannon,  in  1824,  then  aged  18,  received  a  fall,  by  which 
his  back  was  injured,  and  a  difficulty  in  urinating  produced,  which  has 
continued  to  increase.  For  the  past  two  years,  in  order  to  pass  urine  at 
all,  lie  had  to  assume  the  horizontal  position,  and  push  up  the  bladder  with 
his  fingers  in  the  rectum.  When  sitting  on  the  edge  of  a  chair,  a  sensation 
was  felt  as  of  crushing  a  ball  of  snow  in  the  perineum.  On  the  6th  of  last 
January  the  following  operation  was  performed,  chloroform  being  first 
administered.  After  the  patient  was  placed  in  the  usual  position  for  litho- 
tomy, an  incision,  about  three  inches  in  length,  was  made  over  the  tumor 
situated  in  the  perineum,  as  for  the  lateral  operation,  except  that  it  was 
upon  the  right  instead  of  the  left  side.  About  56  calculi  were  removed 
through  this  opening,  and  it  was  hoped  the  operation  was  completed  ;  but 
upon  introducing  a  female  catheter  through  the  wound  into  the  bladder, 
a  second  collection  of  stones  was  readily  detected  in  this  receptacle.  A 
grooved  sound  was  now  passed  through  the  urethra,  and  the  double  litho- 
torne,  conducted  by  it  into  the  bladder  ;  the  former  was  withdrawn  and  the 
bi-lateral  section  completed,  by  drawing  the  latter  instrument  out  somewhat 
in  the  line  of  the  external  incision  made  in  the  skin.  With  the  lithotomy 
forceps  repeaiedly  introduced,  by  conducting  it  upon  the  finger,  61  stones 
were  extracted  from  the  bladder.  Through  the  opening  in  the  perineum 
a  quantity  of  pus  was  discharged.  During  the  operation,  the  rectum  pro- 
truded in  a  large  mass  so  as  to  interfere  with  lowering  the  handle  of  the 
forceps,  to  seize  the  calculi  in  the  bladder.  The  patient  also  had  violent 
and  involuntary  contractions  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  during  the 
latter  stage  of  the  operation  the  chloroform  was  discontinued.  It  lasted 
one  hour.  He  was  so  reduced  by  his  long  suffering,  a  period  of  24  years 
and  4  months,  that  after  the  operation  1  took  him  like  a  child  in  my  arms 
and  carried  him  up  a  flight  of  stairs  to  his  room. 

Oh  analyzing  the  calculi,  the*  presence  of  phosphate  of  lime,  almost 
pure,  was  revealed.  The  chemical  elements  were  3  atoms  of  phosphoric 
acid,  8  of  lime,  and  1  of  basic  water.  The  whole  number  of  calculi 
extracted  was  117,  of  which  the  largest  weighed  3  i j -  and  38  grs.  ;  the  two 
next  in  size,  each  78  grs.,  and  the  smallest  1  gr. — furnishing  an  aggregate 
weight  of  3  ivss. 

As  usual  with  me,  no  dressing  was  applied  to  the  wound,  but  the  patient 
was  requested  to  keep  his  knees  together  and  to  remain  perfectly  quiet. 
He  took  40  drops  of  laudanum  the  night  after  the  operation,  and  his  diet 
was  restricted  to  cold  lemonade  flaxseed  tea.  He  passed  a  pretty  good 
night.  Next  morning,  some  urine  had  even  been  already  voided  by  the 
natural  passage,  notwithstanding  the  opening  in  the  perineum.  He  has 
bathed  himself  in  warm  water;  has  now  no  fever,  is  quite  cheerful,  smokes 
his  pipe,  and  has  taken  some  soup,  table  tea  and  an  orange.  Nothing  but 
castile  soap  and  warm  water,  several  times  daily,  was  afterwards  applied 
to  the  wound. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  i.  e.,  the  18th  day  after  he  was  disembarrassed 
of  his  numerous  calculi,  Mr.  O'Bannon  returned  home,  a  distance  of  22 
miles.  The  wound  had  nearly  healed.  He  is  to  use,  as  a  tonic,  small 
doses  of  sulphs.  quinine  and  iron. 

A  month  after  the  operation,  a  special  messenger  reports  him  entirely 
well. — Abridged  from  the  Southern  Med.  Sf  Surg.  Journal, 
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NEW  YORK  STATE  MEDICAL   CONVENTION    AND  SMALLPOX. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in  Albany  during  the  first 
week  in  February  inst.,  while  the  State  Medical  Convention  were  holding 
their  session  in  the  city  ;  and,  being  generally  confined  to  Saratoga  dur- 
ing the  winter,  by  ill  health,  1  gladly  improved  every  opportunity  I  could 
spare  from  other  business  to  engage  in  transactions,  and  listen  to  discus- 
sions,  so  instructive.  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  a  considerable 
number  of  honorary  members,  but  after  receiving  the  cordial  welcome 
and  kind  treatment  of  the  Society,  myself  as  an  honorary  member,  1 
ceased  to  wonder  that  they  were  there.  If  1  understand  correctly,  the 
convention  is  composed  of  one  member  from  each  county,  and  a  few 
permanent  members,  which  renders  it  an  exceedingly  select  body.  I 
shall  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  delegation  of  two  or  three  mem- 
bers from  each  county  would  not  stimulate  the  individuals  of  the  county 
societies  to  higher  attainments,  but  shall  express  my  strong  assurance  to 
as  many  of  your  readers  as  practise  in  this  State,  that,  if  they  deserve  a 
cordial  treatment  and  a  fraternal  interchange  of  opinions,  they  will  meet 
them  there,  and  be  made  at  home  at  once.  Men  who  have  assumed 
the  solemn  charge  of  standing  between  the  patient  and  the  grave,  and 
meeting  the  gratulation  or  frowns  of  the  patient's  friends,  cannot  fail  to 
be  greatly  cheered  and  enlightened  by  sharing  in  the  discussions  of  the 
meeting. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Stevens,  of  New  York,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  Society,  who  also  delivered  the  annual  address  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th,  not  only  to  the  Convention,  but  to  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  citizens. 

The  manner  in  which  the  subjects  of  debate  were  treated,  was  free 
and  fraternal.  I  heard  no  long  nor  ill-natured  speech.  A  very  few  arose 
more  frequently  than  was  their  due,  and  might  have  been  troubled  with 
a  cacoethes  loquendi.  Yet  all  was  harmonious  and  business-like.  There 
were  three  topics  of  particular  interest :  viz.,  the  adulteration  of  drugs  ; 
the  best  method  of  saving  the  public  from  the  pernicious  evils  of  quack- 
ery ;  and  the  smallpox,  including  the  whole  grounds  of  its  present  wide- 
spread prevalence,  as  connected  with  vaccination,  and  the  best  means  of 
exterminating  the  disease. 
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On  the  last  topic,  there  were  two  or  three  conclusions  arrived  at,  and 
facts  stated,  which  1  thought  might  be  interesting  to  your  readers  ;  and 
this  is  my  apology  for  sending  an  imperfect  outline  of  the  proceedings. 

1st.  The  intensity  of  the  epidemic  influence  of  smallpox.  It  is  very 
certain  that  the  medical  men  of  this  day  have  never  seen  this  disease 
overriding,  with  such  violence  as  it  now  does,  the  barriers,  not  only  of 
vaccination,  but  of  its  own  previous  ravages  in  the  same  constitution. 
A  physician,  whose  name  has  unfortunately  escaped  me,  stated  that  in  the 
county  alms-house  of  which  he  had  charge  in  the  interior  of  the  State, 
there  were  five  or  six  Irishmen,  whose  faces  were  deeply  pitted  from  the 
smallpox,  who  had  recently  had  the  same  disease  severely.  Several 
other  facts  precisely  similar,  and  of  unmistakable  proof,  were  adduced, 
showing  that  we  must  cautiously  consider  the  intensity  of  the  smallpox 
influence — contagion — power — epidemic  constitution — before  we  throw 
away  our  old  friend  vaccination.  If  there  are  localities  where  smallpox 
undeniably  overrides  smallpox,  and  frequently,  what  can  we  expect  from 
our  little  handmaid,  vaccinia  ?  She  has  proved  a  noble  servant  and  de- 
fence ;  and,  though  she  has  of  late  failed  in  many  instances  to  bar  out 
the  monster,  smallpox,  she  has  done  much  to  mollify  the  roughness  of  his 
attack. 

But,  2d,  There  were  abundant  proofs  that  the  vaccine  disease  cannot 
be  depended  on,  at  present,  as  a  defence.  The  varioloid,  taken  more 
often  than  otherwise  without  the  least  suspicion  whence  it  came,  is 
everywhere.  We  have  had  it  six  times  in  Saratoga  during  the  last 
year.  A  few  weeks  since,  I  was  in  a  family  in  the  east  part  of  the  vil- 
lage, where  the  varioloid  had  gone  lightly  through  five  successive  por- 
tions of  the  family  and  connections.  All  the  children  but  one  had  just 
gone  through  the  cowpox  successfully,  and  the  whole,  parents  and  child- 
ren, who  were  thus  protected,  were  affected  by  the  varioloid  precisely  as 
they  were  wont  to  be  fifteen  years  ago,  when  there  was  no  epidemic 
smallpox.  They  were  scarcely  confined  to  their  beds  at  all.  The  child 
which  could  not  be  vaccinated  had  the  regular  smallpox  very  severely. 

But  it  is  plain  that  varioloid  is  not  only  vastly  more  prevalent,  but 
more  severe,  than  usual.  Dr.  Brigham,  of  Utica,  lost  a  patient  in  his 
institution,  by  varioloid,  whose  father  was  a  physician,  and  who,  feeling 
his  accustomed  reliance  on  kine  pock,  could  hardly  be  aroused  by  Dr. 
Brigham  to  a  conviction  of  his  daughter's  danger.  There  are  deaths 
enough  occurring  after  indisputable  cowpox,  to  appease  the  murmurs 
and  queries  of  friends  who  may  lose  relatives  by  varioloid,  and  impugn 
the  skill  or  faithfulness  of  their  family  physician.  In  dismissing  this 
subject  of  the  supposed  degeneracy  of  the  vaccine  disease  as  a  preven- 
tive of  smallpox,  [  would  add,  that  one  of  the  members,  a  gentleman 
past  middle  life,  had  been  practising,  say  thirty  years,  with  the  usual 
protection  of  vaccinia,  occasionally  re-vaccinating  himself,  until  last  year, 
when  his  vaccination  resulted  in  a  genuine  and  natural  cowpox  pustule, 
with  the  genuine  symptoms  of  the  disease.  This  was  more  surprising 
to  him,  as  he  had  carefully  inoculated  himself,  after  his  first  vaccination, 
with  the  matter  of  smallpox.  Several  physicians  had  never  seen  re- 
vaccination  result  in  a  pustule  ;  but  it  appears  to  be  now  quite  common, 
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and  I  have  myself  seen  several  cases  of  successful  re-vaccination  of  late. 
The  conversation  on  this  point  evidently  produced  an  impression  on  the 
convention,  that  if  the  physician  above  mentioned  had  been  called  to 
visit  a  case  of  varioloid  or  smallpox,  at  the  time  of  his  vaccination,  he 
would  have  found  this  long-trusted  defence,  vaccination,  to  have  fail- 
ed him. 

This  leads  me  to  my  only  remaining  topic  ;  that  as  yet  vaccination 
continues  to  be  the  best  preventive  of  varioloid  and  smallpox,  and  to  be, 
moreover,  of  increased  necessity  during  the  continuance  of  this  "  con- 
stitution,y  TC'his  whole  subject  was  assigned  to  a  committee,  to  report 
next  year,  through  tbeif  chairman,  Dr.  Clark,  of  New  York.  This  gen- 
tleman came  to  the  convention  thoroughly  prepared  for  this  branch  of  their 
investigation,  and  imparted  valuable  information.  A  thorough  discussion 
may  be  expected  at  his  hands.  In  the  mean  time,  if  this  epidemy  of 
smallpox  does  not  suddenly  terminate,  many  an  anxious  practitioner  will 
be  asked  to  protect  bis  families  from  the  dreaded  and  even  fatal  varioloid. 
Nay,  he  will  have  to  protect  himself.  What  can  he  do  ?  For  myself,  I 
have  never  doubted  the  complete  immunity  from  smallpox,  resulting  from  a 
pustule  produced  in  my  arm  in  1815.  I  have,  without  hesitation,  en- 
countered the  contagion  of  variola,  on  all  occasions,  and  without  evil. 
There  were  others  there  in  the  same  condition.  But  it  was  quite  appa- 
rent that  they  were  shaken  ;  and,  although  we  have  re-vaccinated  ourselves 
hitherto  as  a  ceremony,  I  freely  acknowledge  I  shall  be  guarded,  here- 
after, with  much  more  care  by  re-vaccination. 

There  are  two  things  before  the  rational  inquirer.  Either  the  power 
of  the  vaccination  is  diminished,  or  the  sensibility  to  the  variolous  poison 
is  wonderfully  augmented — or  both.  ';  Don't  you  think,  doctor,  that  the 
kine  pock  has  nearly  worn  out  by  passing  through  so  many  constitu- 
tions ?"  "  Why  don't  you,  doctors,  resort  to  the  cow,  and  have  as  gcod 
matter  as  Jenner  did?"  We  have  resorted  to  the  cow,  and  even  to  the 
horse's  heel  ;  and  we  could  do  this  much  more  frequently  had  not  vac- 
cination so  diminished  smallpox  as  to  defend  our  animals  from  its  conta- 
gion. Is  it  in  the  nature  of  things,  if  this  virus,  newly  acquired  from  the 
cow  by  inserting  smallpox  matter  under  her  cuticle,  protected  the  human 
race  as  absolutely  as  in  the  days  of  Jenner,  that  it  would  not  be  eagerly 
sought  and  widely  disseminated  ? 

But,  what  other  contagious  disease  loses  its  power  by  transmission  ? 
Does  hooping  cough,  or  measles?  The  venereal  disease  has  been  con- 
tinued for  centuries,  by  inserting  a  specific  virus  under  the  cuticle  ;  and,  if 
the  treatment  were  as  unskilful  as  a  century  since,  would  its  pernicious 
effects  on  the  constitution  be  one  jot  abated  ?  Analogy  seems,  there- 
fore, to  bring  but  little  support  to  the  assertion  that  the  vaccine  virus  has 
degenerated.  Nor  would  a  careful  watching  of  the  progress  of  the 
pustule,  as  contrasted  with  its  progress  thirty-five  years  ago,  lead  to  any 
different  opinion.  Nevertheless,  as  it  cannot  be  demonstrated  that  there 
is  such  a  vastly-increased  impressibility  by  the  smallpox,  the  profession 
seem  called  upon  most  loudly  to  endeavor,  by  every  means,  to  obtain, 
either  from  the  horse  or  cow,  a  newly-constituted  virus  which  may  resist 
all  constitutions  of  the  atmosphere  and  render  us  safe  henceforward. 
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Re-vaccination,  then,  as  yet,  contains  all  our  means  for  securing  our- 
selves and  friends.  But  the  facts  developed  that  day,  demand  much 
more  frequent  repetition  of  the  process.  If  I  did  not  misunderstand  Dr. 
Brigham,  he  had  insane  patients  who  took  vaccination  over  and  over,  and 
that  something  like  twenty  had  taken  it  several  times.  When  the  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  vaccine  virus  ceased,  he  thought  he  had  established  a 
complete  immunity  from  smallpox.  Other  statements  pointed  in  the  same 
direction  ;  and  from  the  certainty  that  re-vaccination  is  vastly  more  easily 
effected  than  formerly,  it  seems  the  imperative  duty  of  every  honest  and 
faithful  practitioner,  at  least  while  this  epidemic  susceptibility  remains,  to 
redouble  his  diligence  in  re-vaccinating  his  patients. 

Saratoga  Springs,  Feb.  26,  1849.  1  remain  truly  yours, 

M."  L.  North. 


CASE  OF  UTERINE  II EMORRH AGE — PLACENTA  PREVIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  case  has  been  to  me  one  of  deep  interest, 
and  is  thought  by  some,  to  whom  1  have  communicated  the  facts,  to  be 
worthy  of  publication.  If  you  should  so  consider  it,  it  is  at  your 
disposal.  Joseph  B.  Walker. 

East  Stoughton,  March,  1849. 

August  10th,  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mrs.  A.,  who 
was  considered  by  her  friends  very  dangerously  ill  from  uterine  hemor- 
rhage. It  was  near  the  close  of  the  seventh  month  of  her  first  preg- 
nancy. She  was  a  lady  of  a  healthy  constitution,  19  years  of  age,  and 
to  appearance  tolerably  exempt  from  hereditary  predisposition  to  disease. 
It  appeared  she  had  received  a  sudden  fright  about  a  month  preceding 
this  time,  from  the  explosion  of  a  rock  within  a  few  yards  of  the  house 
in  which  she  was  sitting,  of  which  she  had  not  been  previously  ap- 
prised. Whether  this  had  any  important  influence  upon  the  case,  I  shall 
not  here  attempt  to  decide.  From  this  time,  however,  there  had  been 
almost  constantly  a  slight  hemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  though  it  had  not 
seemed  to  excite  much  alarm  or  attention  from  the  patient  or  her  friends 
until  the  morning  alluded  to.  At  this  time,  upon  a  little  extra  exertion, 
there  was  a  sudden  and  copious  discharge  of  blood  from  the  womb,  at- 
tended with  uterine  pains.  On  learning  the  facts  necessary  to  be 
known,  I  prescribed  the  most  perfect  quiet,  in  the  horizontal  position, 
with  the  head  and  shoulders  low,  brandy  and  water,  cloths  wet  with 
iced  water  and  vinegar  to  the  vulva,  and,  as  soon  as  she  had  rallied  a 
little  from  the  syncope  then  existing,  a  powder  of  opii,  sacchar.  saturni, 
aa  gr.  j.,  to  be  repeated  in  an  hour  if  hemorrhage  continue.  She  soon 
recovered  her  usual  health,  and  in  a  day  or  two  felt  as  well  as  before 
this  attack.  Feeling  well  satisfied  myself  of  the  nature  of  the  difficulty,  I 
here  stated  it  to  the  husband  and  friends,  and  represented  it  as  one  at- 
tended with  imminent  danger  to  both  mother  and  infant,  and  calling  for 
the  most  prompt  attention  on  the  part  of  the  physician  and  attendants 
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whenever  labor  commenced  or  interference  should  become  necessary. 
With  the  exception  of  a  slight  return  of  the  hemorrhage  at  times,  her 
health  remained  good  until  October  3d,  2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  1  was 
again  requested  to  see  her.  I  found  her  lying  in  a  pool  of  blood,  with 
several  thicknesses  of  clothing  about  her  completely  saturated  with  the 
same  fluid.  She  was  faint,  the  pulse  was  scarcely  perceptible  at  the 
wrist,  there  was  frequent  yawning  and  sighing,  and  a  deathly  paleness 
of  the  countenance.  At  this  time  the  os  uteri  was  found  dilated  a  very 
little,  yet  hard  and  unyielding,  so  that — though  not  without  much  diffi- 
culty— I  succeeded  in  ascertaining  the  exact  situation  of  the  placenta. 
It  was  found  with  one  edge  completely  covering  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
its  body  laying  to  the  right  and  inclining  to  the  sacro-iliac  symphysis 
of  that  side.  I  did  not  consider  myself  justified,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, in  making  a  forcible  entrance  of  the  hand  within  the  cavity  of 
the  womb  for  the  purpose  of  turning.  From  the  best  information  I 
was  able  to  obtain,  I  was  led  to  believe  the  child  had  been  dead  several 
hours  before  my  arrival.  1  accordingly  prescribed  perfect  quiet,  with  the 
head  low,  brandy,  chicken  broth,  elixir  vitriol,  &c,  as  circumstances 
might  require. 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. — There  has  been  improvement  in  appearance. 
Pulse  stronger  and  more  regular.  Hemorrhage  slight.  Pains  continue, 
though  weak  and  at  longer  intervals.  Continue  treatment.  10  o'clock, 
P.  M. — More  hemorrhage  than  at  last  visit.  Os  uteri  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  twelve  hours  previous.  Continue  treatment,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  powder  of  opii,  sacchar.  saturni,  aa  gr.  j.,  to  be  repeated  if  he- 
morrhage continues. 

Oct.  4th,  7  o'clock,  A.  M. — Patient  has  slept  some.  Pains  continue, 
though  weak.  Hemorrhage  slight.  Os  uteri  dilated  so  as  to  admit  two 
fingers.  As  the  dilatation  and  softening  of  this  organ  had  progressed  for 
the  better  during  the  night,  I  thought  it  more  proper  to  defer  any  ope- 
ration, but  continue  treatment  as  circumstances  might  require  till  after- 
noon, when  the  state  of  the  os  uteri  mi^ht  be  such  as  to  admit  of  the 
prudent  use  of  ergGt. 

1  o'clock,  P.  M. — Summoned  in  haste  by  the  husband  of  my  patient, 
who  supposed  her  dying.  Alarming  prostration.  Bed  and  clothing 
about  drenched  in  blood.  I  immediately  administered  a  large  dose  of 
ergot  in  infusion,  and  proceeded  to  turn  and  deliver.  The  os  uteri  was 
dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  half-dollar  piece.  Having  my  right  hand 
well  oiled,  I  inserted  two  fingers,  gradually  a  third,  and  so  on,  pushing 
away  the  placenta  until  I  grasped  the  feet  and  slowly  delivered  the  child 
(a  male),  which  had  been  dead  from  thirty-six  to  forty-eight  hours.  The 
placenta  was  taken  without  difficulty,  and  a  good  contraction  of  the 
uterus  succeeded,  so  that  the  hemorrhage  ceased.  But  nature  had  been 
tasked  to  her  utmost.  For  more  than  fourteen  hours  I  was  by  the  side 
of  my  patient  without  intermission,  and  during  a  large  portion  of  that 
time  hardly  doubting  every  breath  she  drew  would  be  her  last. 

I  cannot  here  refrain  from  expressing  my  unshaken  confidence  in  the 
secale  cornutum  under  circumstances  like  these.  For  me  to  have  ad- 
ministered it  earlier  in  this  case,  while  the  cervix  and  os  uteri  were  rigid 
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and  undilatable  without  the  exercise  of  great  force,  would  have  endan- 
gered a  laceration  of  the  womb.  "  To  everything  there  is  a  season,  and 
a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaven,"  and  it  was  evident  to  me 
that  the  proper  time,  and  the  only  proper  time  for  the  use  of  this  drug, 
in  this  case,  had  then  arrived.  I  think  the  ergot  should  always  be  in 
readiness  in  these  cases,  and  administered  as  early  as  the  state  of  the 
parts  will  admit  of  it. 

Under  the  cautious  and  continued  use  of  hot  brandy  and  water,  am- 
monia, wine,  broths,  bottles  of  hot  water  under  the  axilla  and  to  the  feet, 
fee,  the  patient  gradually  revived,  to  the  no  small  gratification,  and  even 
astonishment,  of  her  friends  and  others  who  saw  her  at  that  time.  She 
was  put  upon  a  light  and  nutritious  diet,  tonics — as  sulph.  quinine,  elixir 
vitriol,  the  preparations  of  iron,  barks  and  wine,  he,  which  were  ad- 
ministered as  liberally  as  she  would  bear.  Her  convalescence  has  been 
gradual,  yet  uninterrupted,  and  her  health  is  now  fully  restored  to  its 
wonted  vigor. 


THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

To  the  Eiitor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  question  of  amending  the  plan  of  organization  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  Connecticut,  having  been  agitated  to  some  extent  by  the 
physicians  of  the  State,  and  much  interest  being  felt  in  the  subject  by 
many  of  them  at  the  present  time,  I  respectfully  ask  a  place  in  your 
Journal,  which  has  a  large  circulation  among  us,  for  a  few  facts  and  re- 
marks relating  to  it. 

The  change  or  amendment  referred  to,  is  this  : — that  the  tax  annually 
paid  by  members  of  the  Society  be  appropriated  to  the  publication  of  a 
volume  each  year,  in  some  department  of  practical  medicine  or  surgery, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  equiva- 
lent in  value  to  the  tax  imposed,  and  that  a  copy  of  it  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  each  tax-paying  member  ;  the  fellows  paying  the  expenses 
incident  to  their  attendance  upon  convention.  The  desire  for  this  modi- 
fication, which  has  now  become  strong  and  earnest,  in  many  parts  of  the 
State,  originated  in  the  conviction  of  members  that  they  were  receiving 
nothing  of  appreciable  value  for  the  taxes  which  they  were  annually 
called  upon  to  pay,  nor  any  indirect  benefits  commensurate  with  those 
which  a  State  organization,  suitably  constructed,  ought  to  afford. 

It  is  known  to  all  that  the  money  raised  is  expended,  first,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debentures  of  those  who  receive  the  appointment  of  fel- 
lows ;  and,  second,  in  furnishing  to  each  member  of  the  Society  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings,  together  with  the  annual  address,  the  whole  making 
a  pamphlet  of  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  pages.  These  may  be  regarded  by 
some  as  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  benefits ;  we  will  not,  however,  dis- 
pute about  names,  but  permit  every  one  to  place  upon  them  the  estimate 
which  in  his  opinion  they  deserve.  No  legal  privileges  are  extended  to 
its  members,  who  stand,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  on  the  same  level  with 
irregulars  of  whatever  name,  and  in  public  estimation  enjoy  no  pre-emi- 
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nence  by  virtue  of  membership.  Let  us  next  proceed  to  show  how  the 
appointments  above  referred  to — which  constitute  the  only  return  which 
can  be  claimed  by  any  one  as  the  reward  of  membership — have  been 
distributed  during  the  last  nineteen  years. 

In  Hartford  County,  between  1828  and  1847,  inclusive,  the  names  of 
177  physicians  appear  upon  our  records.  Of  these,  one  attended  the 
State  convention  6  times,  one  5  times,  two  4  times  each,  five  3  times  each, 
thirteen  twice  each,  forty-three  once  each.    Total,  65. 

In  New  Haven  County,  the  names  of  150  physicians  appear  for  the 
same  period.  Of  these,  four  attended  convention  6  times  each,  four  5 
times  each,  one  4  times,  six  3  times  each,  nine  twice  each,  twenty-one 
once  each.    Total,  45. 

In  New  London  County,  the  names  of  110  physicians  appear  for  the 
like  period.  Of  these,  one  attended  State  convention  10  times,  three  7 
times  each,  one  6  times,  one  5  times,  four  4  times  each,  six  3  times  each, 
five  twice  each,  eighteen  once  each.    Total,  39. 

In  Fairfield  County,  the  names  of  88  physicians  appear  for  the  same 
period.  Of  these,  one  attended  convention  14  times,  two  8  times  each, 
one  7  times,  one  6  times,  four  5  times  each,  four  3  times,  ten  3  times 
each,  ten  once  each.    Total,  34. 

In  Windham  County,  the  names  of  96  physicians  appear  for  the  same 
period.  Of  these,  one  attended  State  convention  7  times,  one  6  times, 
one  5  times,  eight  4  times  each,  six  3  times  each,  ten  twice  each,  fifteen 
once  each.    Total,  42. 

In  Litchfield  County,  the  names  of  158  physicians  appear  for  the  same 
period.  Of  these,  three  have  attended  State  convention  7  times  each, 
three  6  times  each,  three  4  times  each,  five  3  times  each,  six  twice 
each,  twenty-six  once  each.    Total,  46. 

In  Middlesex  County,  the  names  of  53  physicians  appear.  Of  these, 
three  have  attended  State  convention  5  times  each,  two  5  times,  four  3 
times  each,  six  twice  each,  fourteen  once  each.    Total,  29. 

In  Tolland  County,  the  names  of  52  physicians  appear.  Of  these, 
three  attended  State  convention  6  times  each,  one  5  times,  one  4  times, 
four  3  times  each,  eight  twice  each,  seven  once  each.    Total,  24. 

By  examining  the  above,  it  will  be  found  that  the  number  of  physi- 
cians who  have  practised  in  the  State,  and  whose  names  appear  upon 
our  published  Proceedings  during  the  period  specified,  is  884.  Of  these, 
154,  or  1  in  6  nearly,  have  received  the  honor  of  an  appointment  as  fel- 
lows once  each  ;  67,  or  1  in  12,  twice  each  ;  40,  or  1  in  22,  three 
times  each  ;  21,  or  1  in  42,  four  times  each  ;  showing  the  probability  of 
membership  for  a  single  session  to  be  but  as  1  to  6,  while  the  chances  of 
obtaining  the  same  honor  four  times  are  as  42  to  1. 

We  beg  our  brethren  throughout  the  State  to  ponder  upon  these  facts, 
and  to  ask,  each  for  himself,  by  the  aid  which  we  think  they  afford,  whe- 
ther, as  a  Society,  we  are  pursuing  the  best  possible  course  ;  whether  it 
is  fair  and  right  to  tax,  by  the  twenty  years  together,  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  members  who  receive  nothing  in  return  ;  and  whether  we  could 
not  furnish  to  every  member  an  ample  equivalent  for  his  money  and  all 
other  inconveniences  attending  an  efficient  organization — and  that,  too, 
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without  imposing  upon  any  one  a  burthen  which  would  be  felt — by  en- 
grafting upon  our  existing  plan  the  modification  proposed  ?  Let  every 
member,  wherever  his  residence  may  be,  whether  in  the  more  central 
portions  of  the  State,  where  books  and  periodicals  may  be  readily  ob- 
tained, both  by  individuals  and  associations,  or  in  the  more  remote  sec- 
tions, where  neither  can  be  procured  but  with  increased  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, inquire  further,  if  it  be  possible  for  him  to  suffer  in  any  considera- 
ble degree  by  the  success  of  our  plan  ;  and  if  not,  how  it  can  prove  in 
any  respect  injurious  to  our  county  or  State  societies.  I  say  suffer,  though 
it  may  seem  a  harsh  term  for  the  use  to  which  1  must  here  apply  it — the 
only  possible  mode  by  which  a  member  may  be  made  to  suffer  by  the 
adoption  of  our  plan,  resulting  from  his  being  appointed  a  fellow  ; 
and  of  escaping  this,  altogether,  as  we  have  shown,  his  chance  is 
as  6  to  1,  and  more  than  40  to  1  against  his  receiving  the  appointment 
upwards  of  4  times  during  his  whole  life. 

It  is  believed  by  some  highly-respectable  members  of  the  Society  that 
it  is  now  prosperous  beyond  any  similar  one  ;  that  it  is  a  model  of  its 
kind,  and  worthy  of  our  entire  confidence  and  support.  To  certain 
fundamental  features  of  our  existing  organization,  no  objection  has  been 
made  by  any  one;  but  that  it  is  deemed  perfect,  securing  the  cordial 
support  of  its  members,  let  the  following  fact  testify.  It  will  speak  for 
itself  to  all  our  members,  and  particularly  to  those  who  have  served  in 
the  capacity  of  county  clerks,  to  whom  the  business  of  tax  gatherers  in 
the  several  counties  is  committed.  The  average  annual  receipts  of  the 
Society  for  five  years,  commencing  with  1843,  was  $296,46  ;  the  num- 
ber of  taxable  members,  during  the  whole  period,  being  upwards  of  350, 
and  the  annual  tax  $1,50  each. 

One  other  topic  it  is  but  just  that  I  briefly  consider.  It  is  said  that 
the  change  proposed  is  disorganizing  in  its  character — that  its  effect  will 
be  to  diminish  the  number  of  fellows  from  distant  counties,  while  those 
that  are  nearer  will  be  likely  to  attend;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
existing  ratio  of  representation  will  virtually  cease,  and  a  central  power 
spring  up  which  will  control  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  This,  however,  is 
but  an  opinion,  and  we  may  with  propriety  set  it  against  an  opposite  opi- 
nion equally  worthy  of  belief.  The  members  from  this  County  are  as 
true  friends  of  the  Society  as  those  of  any  other,  and  would  not  inten- 
tionally do  anything  which  they  did  not  believe  would  advance  its  in- 
terests. They  are,  I  believe,  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  change  pro- 
posed. If  there  is  a  dissenter  he  is  unknown  to  the  writer  of  this  arti- 
cle. They  cordially  approve  it,  because  they  perceive  that  by  means  of 
it,  each  tax-paying  member  of  the  Society  will  receive  annually  in  return 
for  his  money  not  only  a  certain  equivalent,  but  that  which  can  scarcely 
fail  to  make  him  a  wiser,  and  consequently  a  more  useful  physician  ; 
bind  him  closer  to  the  Society  by  the  bond  of  an  enlarged  interest  in  it, 
and  through  its  silent  yet  potent  and  prevailing  influence,  gradually  yet 
surely  elevate  the  character  and  standing  of  the  profession  in  fact ,  as 
well  as  in  public  estimation,  throughout  the  State ;  and  all  this,  as  I  have 
shown,  and  as  any  one  may  learn  by  reference  to  the  facts  which  this 
article  contains,  without  imposing  upon  a  single  individual  a  burthen 
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worthy  of  the  name.  They  see  nothing  disorganizing  in  a  measure 
which  promise?  so  much  palpable  good  at  so  cheap  a  rate  ;  which  in- 
creases much  the  inducements  of  such  as  are  already  members,  to  remain 
so,  and  offers  a  tangible  and  truly  valuable  reward  to  those  young  phy- 
sicians who  are  every  year  establishing  themselves  among  us,  and  from 
whom,  if  at  all,  our  ranks  are  to  be  replenished.  If  we  are  right  in  our 
opinion,  and  our  brethren  concur  with  us,  it  becomes  every  member  to 
make  it  a  personal  concern  to  attend  the  County  meetings  which  are 
to  be  holden  early  in  April,  and  see  that  the  fellows  are  instructed  in  re- 
gard to  this  subject,  and  prepared  to  act  definitely  upon  it. 
Hartford  County,  March  1st,  1849. 


USE  OF  CHLOROFORM  IN  ECLAMPSIA. 

[The  following  cases  occurred  in  the  lying-in  wards  of  Bellevue  Hospi- 
tal, New  York,  and  are  reported  for  the  Journal  by  Dr.  Henry  G.  Cox. 
senior  assistant  in  that  Hospital.  It  is  believed  that  etherization  in 
eclampsia  was  first  successfully  employed  in  the  above-named  institution. 
A  case  by  Dr.  Metcalf,  one  of  the  visiting  physicians,  occurred  in  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  and  is  mentioned  in  No.  3,  Vol.  XXXVIII.  of  this  Journal. 
This  method  of  treating  the  disease  has  been  uniformly  and  successfully 
adopted  there,  by  Dr.  Reese  and  his  assistants,  since  that  time.] 

Mary  A.  Thompson,  act.  28,  Ireland,  married,  delivered  12th  Febru- 
ary, 1849,  after  a  regular  labor,  of  13  hours'  duration,  at  12  lM.,  of  a 
healthy  girl.  This  is  her  second  child.  She  had  her  first  some  six 
years  ago,  which  was  after  a  regular  easy  labor.  Nothing  untoward  oc- 
curred at  that  time.  Six,  P.  M. — Patient  has  been  very  restless,  and 
complains  much  of  after-pains  ;  thinks  she  will  not  recover.  Gave  pulv. 
Doveri  to  quiet  irritation  and  induce  sleep.  Ten,  P.  M. — Is  still  uneasy. 
Complains  of  after-pains  ;  and  as  her  bowels  have  not  been  opened,  I 
gave  her  hydrarg.  submur.  gr.  x.,  pulv.  opii  gr.  i.  Twelve. — Patient  is 
more  quiet — sleeps  slightly. 

13th. — Eight,  A.  M.  Patient  is  still  in  a  desponding  mood  as  to  her 
condition.  Complains  of  pain  in  head  and  in  her  bowels.  Ordered  a 
full;stimulating  enema  to  be  given  her;  after  which,  her  bowels  were  free- 
ly evacuated.  Pulse  75,  and  full — countenance  disturbed.  Eleven, 
A.  M. — Was  suddenly  summoned  to  patient.  Found  her  suffering 
from  genuine  eclampsia  ;  face  livid  and  distorted  ;  muscles  rigid  ;  pupils 
first  contracted,  and  afterwards  dilated — unaffected  then  by  the  light ; 
respiration  labored  ;  pulse  70,  full  and  hard  ;  jactitation  of  body,  with 
moaning.  I  immediately  bound  up  her  right  arm,  and  bled  her  from  a 
large  orifice,  while  recumbent,  Jxxiv.  Poured  water  from  a  height  on 
her  head,  and  applied  counter-irritation  by  sinapisms  to  extremities,  when 
she  revived,  and  the  convulsions  ceased.  She  then  appeared  rational. 
Pulse  had  risen  to  100,  and  was  less  full.  Had  the  wet  bedclothes  re- 
moved, and  continued  the  cold  applications  to  head,  with  the  previous 
treatment  to  extremities. 

In  20  minutes  the  paroxysms  recurred  with  redoubled  and  fearful  vio- 
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lence.  Respiration  more  labored  and  slow  than  before.  Assisted  by 
Dr.  Fassitt,  I  re-opened  the  vein  and  bled  her  §  xviij.,  and  gave  a  stimu- 
lating-enema ;  when  the  pulse  (which  had  risen  to  1*20)  was  fast  becom- 
ing feeble  ;  countenance  blanched,  and  the  convulsions  still  recurring  at 
intervals  of  four  or  five  minutes,  1  decided  to  give  her,  by  inhalation, 
chloroform  and  ether,  aa  by  weight,  when  in  a  few  seconds  she  came 
under  the  influence  of  the  remedy  ;  the  force  of  the  pulse  was  diminished, 
and  the  attack  passed  off.  The  paroxysms  again  recurring,  trje  towel 
with  the  chloroform  and  ether  was  re-applied,  and  she  immediately  be- 
came composed  and  breathed  naturally.  Dr.  Reese  having  returned  to 
the  hospital,  was  immediately  summoned,  when  he  approved  of  the  treat- 
ment and  directed  its  continuance.  Patient  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  chloroform  for  one  hour,  during  which  time  the  violent  symptoms  re- 
curred, or  were  in  the  act  of  recurring,  five  times  at  short  intervals  ;  but 
after  the  second  paroxysm  they  were  easily  overcome,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  hour  she  sunk  into  a  quiet  slumber.  One  and  a  half  o'clock. — Pupil 
is  affected  by  the  light ;  pulse  feeble,  130  ;  patient  still  sleeping  quietly. 
Two  and  a  half,  P.  M. — Found  it  necessary  to  stimulate  her,  as  pulse  is 
more  feeble,  and  increases  in  frequency.  Fiijht,  P.  M. — Patient  has 
slept  quietly  at  intervals  for  more  than  two  hours.  Ten,  P.  M. — Being 
somewhat  uneasy,  gave  tr.  opii,  gtt.  xxx. 

Feb.  14th. — Patient  slept  well,  and  is  comfortable. 
15th. — Slept  quietly  last  night;  is  quite  rational  ;  takes  milk  punch 
and  good  diet,  and  has  had  no  recurrence  of  convulsions  since  she  first 
came  fully  under  the  influence  of  the  chloroform  and  ether. 

Caroline  Sunie,  set.  -21,  New  Fork  (primipara),  was  taken  with 
labor-pains  Tuesday  morning,  February  6th,  about  6,  A.  M.,  which  were 
not  very  severe  until  the  evening.  Six,  P.  M. — Patient  now  is  becom- 
ing restless ;  complains  much  of  pain  in  her  back ;  os  uteri  slightly 
dilated.  Nine  o'clock. — Pains  constant  and  prostrating  ;  pulse  75  ;  dila- 
tation progressing  very  slowly  ;  and  as  patient  says  she  did  not  sleep  last 
night,  and  is  much  exhausted,  gave  pulv.  Dov.  gr.  xv.,  hoping  to  induce 
sleep.  Nine  and  a  half,  P.  M. — Patient  is  still  very  restless,  and  com- 
plains much  of  her  pains.  No  disposition  to  sleep.  Gave  tr.  opii,  gtt. 
xiv.  Ten  and  a  half. — Does  not  sleep.  Concluded  to  give  her,  by 
inhalation,  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and  ether,  which  produced  almost  im- 
mediate relief.  The  uterine  contractions  continued,  but  patient  was 
unconscious  of  the  pain.  The  inhalation  of  the  remedy  was  not  carried 
to  a  point  to  induce  sleep,  but  simply  relief  from  the  pains.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  each  application,  however,  she  sunk  into  a  quiet  slumber, 
which  lasted  from  a  quarter  to  a  half  hour,  when  the  pain  would  arouse 
her,  but  on  a  re-application  of  the  towel,  she  would  immediately  expe- 
rience relief.  This  was  continued  until  4,  A.  M.,  the  following  morning. 
Pulse  was  unaffected  by  it.  After  the  first  drachm  had  been  used,  it 
became  more  frequent,  and  then  returned  to  its  previous  condition. 

Feb.  7th,  8  A.  M. — Os  uteri  continued  to  dilate  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  chloroform  and  ether ;  but  as  patient  does  not  complain  as 
much  as  she  did  last  night,  discontinued  the  use  of  the  anaesthetic  agent. 
One,  P.  M.— Pains  becoming  again  severe,  and  patient  crying  out  much, 
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I  again  commenced  its  administration,  exhibiting  it  until  the  pains  ceased 
to  affect  her  materially,  but  not  to  produce  sleep,  although  she  again 
slept  as  last  night,  at  intervals.  Os  uteri  dilated  about  the  size  of  a  fifty- 
cent  piece.  Five,  P.  M. —  Have  again  suspended  the  use  of  the  chloro- 
form to  observe  if  the  pains  are  more  effectual  without  it,  hut  do  not  find 
that  they  are.  Six  o'clock. — Resumed  it.  Os  is  well  dilated  ;  but  as 
the  pains  are  very  inefficient,  I  gave  §  ss.  tr.  secal.  cornut.  Ei^ht,  P.  M. 
— The  labor  is  progressing  very  favorably  ;  pains  are  of  a  more  expul- 
sive character,  and  although  patient  is  quite  conscious,  she  seems  to  be 
insensible  to  the  pains  in  a  great  degree.  The  head  at  this  time  passing 
through  the  soft  parts,  she  does  not  exhibit  any  of  the  symptoms  of 
severe  suffering  always  evident  at  this  juncture,  and  after  the  termination 
of  the  labor  expressed  herself  as  having  felt  little  or  but  slight  pain.  She 
gave  birth  to  a  fine  healthy  boy.  In  half  an  hour  the  secundines  were 
expelled,  and  the  uterus  contracted  well. 

More  than  §  ij.  of  the  mixture  of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  chloro- 
form and  ether  were  used  in  this  case.  The  only  abnormal  condition  of 
the  patient  during  the  whole  period  (which  was  at  least  six  hours)  that 
she  was  under  the  influence  of  the  remedy,  was,  that  for  a  few  minutes 
she  wrould  speak  idly  of  events  that  had  transpired  at  a  previous  time, 
but  which  lasted  only  a  few  minutes.  She  asked  ardently  for  it  through- 
out, after  its  first  exhibition  ;  complained  of  no  pain  whatever,  in  head  or 
elsewhere,  but  earnestly  begged,  when  she  felt  the  approach  of  uterine 
pain,  that  it  might  be  given. 

After  the  labor  had  ended,  she  complained  of  a  light  and  dizzy  feeling 
in  her  head,  as  if  the  room  were  turning,  but  she  soon  relapsed  into  a 
quiet  slumber,  which  lasted  for  an  hour.  I  then  gave  an  anodyne,  after 
which  she  slept  quietly  until  the  morning,  and  awoke  refreshed. 

8th,  7 £  A.  M. — Patient  is  as  comfortable  as  usual  ;  skin  moist  ;  pulse 
90 ;  tongue  soft ;  no  pain  in  head  ;  feels  slightly  sick  at  her  stomach, 
which  is  relieved  by  lime-water. 


HON.  T.  O  EDWARDS,  M.D  ,  OF  OHIO. 

[Communicated  for  ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

If  one  member  of  Congress  more  than  another  deserves  a  commendable 
notice,  as  he  retires  from  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  that  man  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
article. 

Dr.  Edwards  retires  from  the  halls  of  Congress  to  resume  the  practice 
of  his1  arduous  profession,  which  he  left  with  great  reluctance,  and  to 
benefit  which  he  has  devoted  a  great  portion  of  time  and  no  ordinary 
talents.  Most  of  your  readers  are  well  aware  that  Dr.  Edwards  brought 
forward  and  carried  through  Congress,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Impor- 
tation of  adulterated  and  spurious  Drugs  ana1  Medicines  ;  "  but  none  of 
them  can  fully  realize  the  benefits  that  must  arise  from  it,  unless  he  be  a 
physician  practising  in  the  western  or  southern  portions  of  our  Union. 
Our  nation  had  in  fact  become  the  receptacle  for  the  adulterated  and  de- 
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teriorated  drugs,  medicines,  chemicals,  and  other  medicinal  preparations, 
of  all  nations,  when  Dr.  Edwards  brought  forward  what  is  now  the  Drug 
Law.  The  passage  of  that  law  is  the  beginning  of  a  reformation  in  the 
quality  of  our  medicines  and  medicinal  preparations.  A  better  man  could 
not  well  have  been  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  for  this  purpose. 
Fearless,  independent  and  just,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  was  one 
of  the  too  few  members  of  Congress  who  might  always  be  found  at  his 
post.  He  has  raised  the  outer  bulwarks  of  our  defences  ;  it  now  remains 
for  the  profession,  and  all  others  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject,  to 
cause  laws  to  be  enacted  by  each  State,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  adulterated 
and  spurious  medicines  and  medicinal  preparations.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  month  of  November  last,  Dr.  Edwards  was  visiting  the  ports 
of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  at  the  earnest  request 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (although  at  a  sacrifice  of  pecuniary 
profit  and  personal  comforts),  for  the  purpose  of  examination,  and  to 
inquire  whether  the  Drug  Law  was  properly  carried  into  effect.  His 
able  report  upon  this  subject  was  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  22d  of  January  last.  He  found  that  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Treasury  Department  had  been  fully  carried  out  by  the  ex- 
aminers at  the  various  ports,  whom  he  found  to  be  "good  selections, 
diligent,  faithful  and  capable  ;  "  and  after  conversing  "  with  a  number  of 
the  importers  of  dru^s  in  the  various '  cities,  and  especially  New  York, 
whence  came  most  of  the  opposition',"  he  says,  "  I  ain  confident  in  the 
assertion  that  the  early  prejudices  are  not  only  rapidly  passing  away,  but 
that  all  are  now  inclined  to  view  the  law  with  sentiments  differing  widely 
from  those  entertained  at  its  introduction.  A  very  limited  number  now 
advocate  that  freedom  of  trade,  which  gives  to  the  designing  and  dis- 
honest drug  dealer  power  not  only  over  the  health  but  the  lives  of  the 
community.  Strongly  impressed  as  were  the  friends  of  the  bill  of  its 
ultimate  success,  and  that  an  enlightened  public  opinion  would  sustain 
and  foster  it,  as  beneficial  to  the  physical  well-being  of  society,  we  were 
not  prepared  for  so  full  an  expression  of  its  benefits,  and  miscalculated 
its  strength  of  confidence  in  all  classes  of  the  community.  I  have  re- 
ceived over  six  hundred  letters  from  physicians,  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
commending  in  the  highest  terms  the  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 
National  and  State  medical  societies,  medical  professors  and  classes,  have 
passed  resolutions  in  its  favor.  All  the  Medical  Journals  of  the  United 
States,  and  numerous  foreign  periodicals,  have  published  the  law  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  entire." 

I  feel  that  Dr.  Edwards  needs  no  praises  at  my  hands  ;  his  works 
praise  him  ;  and  although  his  course  has  been  short  in  the  national  coun- 
cils, it  has  been  fruitful  in  good  works.  In  retiring  to  his  profession,  he 
retires,  while  yet  young,  full  of  honors — honors  conferred  by  his  pro- 
fessional brethren,  feeling  that  to  such  as  he  honor  is  due.  May  his 
health  long  allow  his  talents  to  adorn  his  profession. 

Sola  nobilitat  vertus. 
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REPORT  OF  A  FATAL  CASE  OF  RHEUMATISM  AND  PERICARDITIS. 

BY  G.  C.  ARMSTRONG,   M.D.,     M  ARE. 

The  following  brief  case  of  acute  rheumatism  shows  the  insidious  na- 
ture of  pericarditis.     Samuel  T  .  a  hay-binder,  aged  4*2,  was 

taken  ill  on  the  10th  of  November,  and  I  was  requested  to  see  him,  being 
in  the  house  at  the  time  in  attendance  on  his  wife.  He  had  the  symp- 
toms of  a  slight  febrile  attack,  in  addition  to  which  he  complained  of  a 
pain  in  the  right  pectoral  region.  He  informed  me  that  some  short  time 
before  he  had  had  a  hurt  from  a  ladder,  but  that  he  did  not  think  much 
of  it  at  the  time.  I  examined  the  part,  and  although  there  was  con- 
siderable tenderness  to  the  touch,  I  could  not  perceive  any  tumor  or 
eccbymosis.  I  prescribed  a  mercurial  purgative  ;  a  mixture,  containing 
solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia  and  camphor  mixture  in  equal  parts,  to 
be  taken  every  third  hour ;  and  a  liniment  to  be  rubbed  over  the  seat 
of  the  injury. 

November  11th. — His  bowels  had  been  freely  moved,  and  his  tongue 
was  cleaner  ;  skin  moist ;  urine  high  colored.    To  repeat  the  mixture. 

3  -2th. — Having  business  in  another  direction,  my  partner  visited  T  , 

and  found  his  right  knee  swollen  and  painful ;  fever  increased,  but  no 
difficulty  of  breathing  or  pain  in  the  chest  ;  pulse  90,  compressible,  and 
without  intermission  ;  mine  very  much  loaded.  He  had  passed  a  bad 
night,  owing  to  the  pain  of  his  knee.  Ordered  a  mixture  of  wine  of  seeds 
of  colchieum,  carbonate  of  magnesia,  tincture  of  byoseyamus,  and  cam- 
phor mixture,  to  be  taken  every  third  hour,  and  ten  grains  of  Dover's 
powder  at  night.  The  painful  joint  was  also  directed  to  be  enveloped 
in  wool,  and  covered  with  flannel. 

13th. — The  swelling  has  completely  left  his  knee,  and  settled  in  the 
elbow-joint  of  the  same  side  ;  he  has  had  a  bad  night ;  in  other  respects 
as  before  ;  pulse  95,  but  regular.  To  continue  the  mixture  and  the 
anodyne  at  night. 

14th. — Has  had  his  bowels  moved  freely  ;  feels  rather  more  comfortable, 
and  has  had  some  sleep.  The  wrist  and  ankle  of  the  same  side  have 
now  become  affected  ;  the  swelling  of  the  elbow  has  subsided  ;  pulse 
95,  aud  regular  ;  urine  very  much  loaded  ;  in  other  respects  as  before. 
To  continue  the  medicines. 

15th. — A  messenger  came  to  say  that  T  had  died  at  3  o'clock 

this  morning.  A  change  had  come  on  for  the  worse  about  midnight  ; 
he  complained  of  his  chest,  and  had  much  difficulty  of  breathing  and 
some  wandering,  although  he  was  tolerably  collected  when  spoken  to. 

After  some  difficulty,  we  had  permission  to  make  a  post-mortem  exa- 
mination. On  dissecting  aw  ay  the  integuments  and  great  pectoral  mus- 
cle from  the  right  side,  we  came  upon  a  collection  of  purulent  matter 
in  the  lesser  pectoral  muscle  not  communicating  with  the  ribs  or  inter- 
costal muscles.  On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  slitting  the 
pericardium,  we  found  six  ounces  of  reddish  fluid.  The  membrane  itself 
was  less  altered  in  appearance  than  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
quantity  of  fluid  effused.    The  heart  appeared  healthy,  but  we  had  no 
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opportunity  to  examine  further,  and  indeed  we  found  quite  sufficient  to 
account  for  death  in  the  pericardium,  without  making  further  search. 

This  case  is,  I  think,  rather  interesting,  from  the  very  rapid  termina- 
tion of  the  disease  after  the  first  appreciable  symptoms  of  pericarditis 
were  manifested.  Although  acute  rheumatism  is  frequently  complicated 
by  pericarditis,  I  would  ask  if  it  was  likely  in  this  case  to  have  been 
influenced  by  the  injury  sustained  from  the  ladder  ? — London  Lancet. 


case;  of  traumatic  tetanus. 

BY  D.  W.  BRICKKLL,  M.D.,  OF  THE  CHARITY  HOSPITAT,,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

March  16th,  1848. — Albert  Fisher,  German,  aged  20  years,  quite  ro- 
bust, proprietor  of  a  "  coffee  house  "  in  the  3d  Municipality,  entered 
ward  11,  Charity  Hospital.  Says  he  ran  a  nail  into  the  external  portion 
of  his  right  foot,  near  the  junction  of  the  "  metatarsal  "  and  first  phalangeal 
bones  of  the  "  little  toe,"  about  five  weeks  ago ;  that  the  wound  caused 
him  considerable  pain  at  the  time,  but  soon  healed  without  any  difficulty  ; 
that  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  reception  of 
the  injury  he  was  seized  with  violent  tetanic  spasms,  together  with  slight 
pain  in  the  original  seat  of  injury  ;  that,  on  the  following  day,  a  physician  . 
laid  open  the  old  cicatrix,  and  extracted  a  portion  of  the  nail  which  had 
been  imbedded  there  during  all  this  time  ;  that  the  spasms  were  now  some- 
what mitigated,  but  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  constant  rigidity  of 
the  back,  jaws,  and  hip-joints,  together  with  frequent  lancinating  pains 
in  the  lumbar  region. 

In  this  condition  I  find  him  this  morning.  He  complains  bitterly  of 
insomnia,  begs  to  have  something  which  will  induce  sleep,  every  three 
or  four  hours  he  has  an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms  amounting  to  al- 
most complete  "opisthotonos,"  appetite  good,  bowels  in  good  condition, 
perhaps  a  little  torpid,  skin  perfectly  natural,  countenance  wearing  the 
distressed  air  so  peculiar  to  these  cases  ;  complains  much  of  the  lancinating 
pains  in  his  back,  says  they  recur  every  three  minutes. 

':  Treat." — 01.  ricin.  f  §  j.;  tinct.  opii,  gtt.  xxx.,  every  hour,  after  the 
free  operation  of  the  oil,  until  sleep  is  induced  ;  low  diet.  Emplast.  vesi- 
cat.  to  back. 

17th. — Says  he  feels  better,  but  is  drowsy  and  dull ;  oil  operated  freely. 
Commenced  taking  laudanum  at  12  M.  yesterday,  and  repeated,  as  order- 
ed, every  hour  until  12  at  night,  when  he  fell  asleep  and  slept  soundly 
until  6  this  morning  ;  pain  in  back  not  so  intense,  rigidity  the  same. 

"  Treat." — Moderate  dose  of  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  tinct.  opii,  gtt. 
lx.,  to  be  taken  at  8,  P.  M.    Half  diet. 

18th. — Not  so  well,  slept  very  little  last  night,  complains  of  the  stupe- 
fying effects  of  the  laudanum,  pain  in  the  back  returned. 

"  Treat." — I  now  resolved  to  try  the  internal  administration  of  chloro- 
form, and  ordered,  accordingly,  gtt.  xxx.  to  be  given  at  once  in  one  ounce 
of  mucilage,  and  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours,  with  gtt.  x.  additional 
at  each  dose,  until  sleep  is  induced  ;  blister,  also,  to  be  re-applied,  it  hav- 
ing taken  but  slight  effect  before. 
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19th. — Took  four  doses  of  chloroform,  as  ordered,  and  fell  asleep  about 
an  hour  after  the  first  dose,  slept  soundly  until  1  o'clock  this  morning  ; 
says  he  thinks  he  would  have  slept  before,  but  for  the  irritation  kept  up 
by  the  blister  ;  looks  bright,  feels  much  refreshed,  back  much  relaxed, 
hip-joints  nearly  entirely  so,  no  unpleasant  result  from  taking  the 
chloroform. 

"  Treat." — Chloroform  repeated  as  before,  beginning  with  gtts.  lx. 
Half  diet. 

20th. — Slept  several  hours  yesterday,  and  soundly  all  night ;  feels  much 
better,  rigidity  almost  the  same. 

"  Treat." — Chloroform,  gtts.  c.  at  night,  rhubarb  and  magnesia. 

£lst. — Had  several  spasms  yesterday  before  taking  the  chloroform, 
complains  much  of  the  pain  consequent,  countenance  more  distressed,  had 
several  spasms  this  morning,  rigidity  the  same. 

"  Treat." — Chloroform,  gtts.  c,  to  be  taken  at  12  M.,  and  repeated  at 
4  and  8,  P.  M.,  if  sleep  is  not  induced. 

22d. — Took  two  doses  of  chloroform,  as  directed,  and  slept  from  4J, 
P.  M.,  to  12  or  1  this  morning  ;  spasms  quite  frequent  this  morning,  and 
amounting  to  almost  decided  "  opisthotonos  ;"  was  aroused  from  his 
sleep  by  these  spasms  several  times  last  night,  much  pain,  is  evidently 
growing  worse. 

"  Treat." — Quin.  sulph.,  grs.  xxx. ;  tinct.  opii,  gtts.  lx» ;  mucil.  acac, 
il  j.    M.    S.  take  at  10,  A.  M. 

5,  P.  M. — Much  better,  but  four  or  five  spasms  during  the  day,  and 
these  much  mitigated,  pain  much  relieved,  countenance  more  cheerful,  no 
"  tinnitus  aurium,"  or  other  disagreeable  effect  from  the  use  of  quinine. 

"  Treat." — Repeated  the  quinine,  &c. 

23d. — Very  much  improved,  had  but  one  or  two  slight  spasms  since  I 
last  saw  him,  scarcely  any  pain,  slept  well  last  night,  is  delighted  with  the 
remedy. 

"  Treat." — Same  dose  as  before,  to  be  taken  at  10,  A.  M.,  and  3  and 
9,  P.  M. 

5,  P.  M. — Has  taken  two  doses  as  ordered,  feels  better  every  hour, 
spasms  scarcely  perceptible,  no  pain,  has  slept  well  during  the  day,  no 
unpleasant  symptoms  from  quinine,  feels  "  a  little  drunk." 

24th. — Still  improving,  rigidity  of  back  very  slight,  no  pain,  slept  well 
all  night,  looks  cheerful. 

"Treat." — Same  dose  quinine  at  12  M.  and  8  P.  M* 

25th. — Marked  improvement,  no  more  spasms,  no  pain,  rigidity  very 
slight,  slept  well,  looks  bright,  says  he  is  nearly  well. 

"  Treat." — Same  as  before. 

26th. — Patient  is  walking  about  the  ward,  improving  rapidly. 
"  Treat." — Same  continued. 

27th. — Suspended  the  quinine,  and  ordered  good  diet,  small  dose 
of  oil. 

30th.— Discharged  him,  well. — jV,  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal* 
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Constipation. — A  failure  of  the  natural  action  of  the  bowels  in  the  re- 
moval of  their  contents  is  a  fruitful  source  of  disease.  From  this  arise 
eruptions  of  the  skin,  bad  breath,  dyspepsia,  and  a  multitude  of  derange- 
ments. This  complaint  seems  to  be  more  prevalent  in  this  country  than 
on  the  "other  side  of  the  Atlantic — a  fact  attributed  by  our  respected  fal- 
low townsman,  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  to  the  superior  dryness  of  the  atmos- 
phere. The  constant  occurrence  of  the  difficulty  alluded  to  has  led  him  to 
try  a  great  number  of  remedies,  suggested  by  physicians  and  common  ex- 
perience ;  cold  water  on  an  empty  stomach,  pure  coffee  taken  under  the 
same  circumstances,  fruit,  dried  fruits,  cold  water  injections  ;  and  a  num- 
ber of  articles  of  the  materia  medica — magnesia,  rhubarb,  aloes,  &c.  All 
these  have  had  a  limited  good  effect,  but  have  failed  in  a  great  number  of 
instances,  and  could  not  be  brought  into  general  use. 

In  the  year  1828,  he  first  introduced  into  this  place  bread  made  of  un- 
bolted wheat  flour,  variously  denominated  as  brown  bread,  dyspepsia  bread, 
&c.  The  good  effects  of  this  article  have  been  extended  to  thousands,  and 
even,  perhaps,  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons ;  but  it  fails  in  many 
cases,  owing  to  the  patient  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  take  a  sufficient 
quantity. 

In  February,  18-17,  while  conversing  with  a  patient  grievously  troubled, 
it  occurred  to  him  that,  as  the  coarse  wheat  bread  produced  its  laxative 
effect  by  the  action  of  its  unassimilated  portion,  the  bran,  a  coarser  bran 
might  have  a  greater  effect  and  remedy  the  constricted  state  of  the  bowels 
which  the  bread  had  failed  to  do.  He  selected  some  of  the  best  wheat, 
had  it  coarsely  ground  in  a  coffee  mill,  boiled  slowly  for  three  or  four  hours 
to  the  consistence  of  hominy,  rice  or  hasty  pudding,  and  found,  to  his 
great  satisfaction,  that  this  article,  eaten  with  a  little  salt  and  butter,  or 
cream,  or  brown  sugar,  or  molasses,  answered  more  uniform^  than  any 
other  substance.  Since  its  introduction,  this  has  been  employed  by  a  vast 
number  of  persons  in  Boston,  in  the  northern  division  of  this  country,  and 
in  many  other  places,  with  excellent  effect.  It  is  eaten  at  breakfast  or  din- 
ner, in  a  quantity  varying  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  individual  ; 
but,  as  a  general  rule,  from  eight  to  twelve  ounces,  or  two  tea  cups,  will 
answer  the  purpose. 

The  principle  on  which  this  substance  produces  its  action  we  do  not  in- 
tend to  discuss  here,  but,  as  we  have  heard  these  remarks  from  Dr.  War- 
ren himself,  we  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  the  above  statement;  and, 
having  made  trial  of  the  "  cracked  wheat,"  or  "  wheat  hominy,"  we  can 
testify  to  its  valuable  properties  from  our  own  experience.  This  prepara- 
tion he  does  not  offer  as  a  new  invention,  as  it  has  been  employed  for  va- 
rious uses  ;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  the  attention  of  physicians  and  others 
has  not  been  distinctly  directed  to  it  by  any  one,  as  the  best  dietetic  remedy 
for  costiveness.  Perhaps  it  has  been  thought  too  common  a  thing  to  be 
brought  before  the  public  in  a  formal  manner;  but  if  it  attains  so  very 
desirable  an  object  as  it  is  believed  to  do,  its  simplicity  ought  not  to  con- 
stitute an  objection  to  doing  so.    That  it  does  this  generally,  there  is  no 
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doubt,  although  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  panacea,  adapted  to 
cure  every  one,  since  there  are  persons  with  whom  it  does  not  agree,  and 
to  whom,  therefore,  its  benefits  are  not  available.  The  medicinal  efficacy 
of  the  preparation  is  proportioned  to  its  coarseness  and  to  the  shortness  of 
the  time  it  is  boiled  ;  but  to  render  it  palatable,  it  should  be  about  as 
coarse  as  rice  or  hominy,  and  should  be  boiled  from  thirty  minutes  to 
four  hours,  a  little  salt  being  added  at  the  close  of  boiling.  Being  accep- 
table to  most  persons  as  an  article  of  food,  it  is  kept  for  sale  by  the  grocers 
of  Boston. 


Water  injured  by  Copper  Stop-cocks. — For  a  while,  certain  gentlemen 
attempted  to  frighten  our  citizens  out  of  the  notion  of  using  lead  service 
pipes,  from  the  street  mains,  to  conduct  the  water  into  their  houses.  That 
has  passed  away,  without  any  one,  to  our  knowledge,  being  injured  by  an 
aqueous  solution  of  lead ;  but  there  is  an  evil  existing  in  connection  with 
the  public  water  works,  that  may  by-and-by  produce  some  apprehension. 
We  allude  to  the  thousands  of  copper,  or  rather  composition,  stop-cocks, 
and  copper  connections  between  the  great  iron  logs  and  the  leaden  branches. 
If  copper,  untinned,  is  ever  prejudicial  to  health,  the  enormous  surface  of  the 
article  thus  standing  perpetually  in  contact  with  the  water  in  the  city 
works,  must  impart  a  destructive  property  to  it.  Those  who  have  been  at 
an  extra  expense  for  iron  service  tubes,  still  retaining  the  copper  connec- 
tion nuts,  have  gained  nothing  whatever. 


Morbid  Sensibility  of  the  Retina. — Our  neighbor,  John  H.  Dix,  M.D., 
an  oculist  of  growing  reputation,  was  the  successful  competitor  for  the  Boyl- 
ston  Medical  Prize  Question  of  1848 — viz.,  "  What  is  the  nature  and  best 
mode  of  treatment  of  that  affection  of  the  eyes  commonly  called  morbid  sen- 
sibility of  the  retina  ? "  Dr.  Dix  is  not  only  very  familiar  with  the  dis- 
eases to  which  the  visual  organs  are  incident,  but  one  of  the  best  practical 
writers  in  New  England  in  that  department  of  medicine.  Messrs.  Tick- 
nor  &  Co.  have  brought  out  the  dissertation  in  a  compact  12mo.  of  140 
pages,  under  the  title — "  Treatise  upon  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Mor- 
bid Sensibility  of  the  Retina,  or  Weakness  of  Sight."  This  complaint, 
here,  may  be  said  to  be  among  the  intellectual  classes  of  society  ;  and  it  is 
therefore  the  more  singular  that  we  have  hitherto  had  so  little  knowledge 
in  regard  to  its  best  treatment.  There  are  four  natural  divisions  in  this 
work,  embracing  all  that  is  essential  for  the  practitioner  to  study  in  rela- 
tion to  the  treatment  of  the  malady  in  question.  1st.  Symptoms  and 
diagnosis  of  morbid  sensibility  of  the  retina.  2d.  Location  and  nature. 
3d.  Causes.    4th.  Treatment. 

By  this  treatise  we  learn  that  females  are  more  liable  to  it  than  the 
other  sex;  and  furthermore,  that  soon  after  puberty,  the  adjusting  power 
of  the  eyes  is  most  liable  to  be  deranged,  occasioning  a  shortening  of  the 
focal  distance.  Occupation,  recent  prostrating  diseases,  excesses  of  va- 
rious kinds,  scrofulous  habits,  disordered  menstruation,  congestion  of  ves- 
sels, headache,  &c,  are  enumerated  among  the  causes  of  weakness  of  sight. 
Then,  again,  there  are  certain  congenital  predispositions  to  an  irritable 
condition  of  the  retina — such,  for  example,  as  the  color  of  the  iris.  Those 
in  whom  it  is  of  a  dark-brown  or  hazel,  are  more  susceptible  of  morbid 
sensibility  than  those  of  a  lighter  color.  The  uncommon  largeness  of 
the  pupil,  muscaB,  inflammatory  affections  of  the  eye  or  its  appendages, 
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and  excessive  and  ill-regulated  use  and  exposure  of  the  eyes,  are  noted  as 
prominent  causes.  These  should  not  be  overlooked  in  conducting'  an  in- 
quiry into  the  origin  of  the  painful  malady,  Tor  which  this  stnalU  but  well- 
digested  book  proposes  remedies,  founded  on  a  series  of  philosophical 
investigations. 

Boston  has  several  eminent  oculists.  The  infirmary  for  the  treatment 
of  the  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear  has  unquestionably  paved  the  way  for 
the  distinction  some  of  them  enjoy.  The  successful  results  of  Dr.  Dix's 
practice,  embodied  in  the  present  dissertation,  exhibit  the  fruits  of  close 
application  and  experience.  Fully  recognizing  this  as  a  valuable  contri- 
bution to  th^  medical  literature  of  the  day — much  needed,  too,  by  physi- 
cians, it  is  recommended  to  them  with  full  confidence  that  they  will  not  be 
disappointed  in  the  representations  of  the  friends  of  Dr.  Dix. 


Congressional  Report  on  the  Discovery  of  Etherization. — A  public  docu- 
ment of  46  octavo  pages — being  a  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  which  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Ohio,  was  Chairman — 
shows  that  it  is  still  quite  impossible  to  reconcile  the  claims  of  the  alleg- 
ed discoverers  of  etherization.  The  fact  is,  both  parties  have  their 
strong  personal  friends,  their  hired'  attorneys,  and  being  determined  upon 
victory,  the  question  will  probably  long  continue  to  be  agitated.  A 
thousand  reports  will  scarcely  alter  the  condition  of  things,  however  fa- 
vorable they  may  be  to  either.  Both  have  labored  incessantly,  but  thus 
far  neither  have  received  from  the  nations  addressed  by  them,  any  sub- 
stantial evidences  of  merit,  beyond  reports  and  honors.  But  "  will  honor 
set  a  broken  leg?"  Will  it  pay  the  expenses  of  printing,  memorializing 
and  travelling?  We  are  assured  by  Dr.  Jackson  that  another  report  will 
shortly  appear,  of  an  entirely  different  character  from  the  one  before  us. 


Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — At  what  place  will  the 
delegates  assemble  in  Boston?  This  question  is  frequently  asked.  If  the 
Natural  History  Rooms,  Mason  street,  will  not  answer,  the  Tremont  Tem- 
ple or  the  Lowell  Institute  are  the  most  suitable  in  point  of  locality.  Why 
not  ask  the  Legislature  for  the  use  of  the  Representatives'  Hall  ?  Now 
is  the  time  to  do  it — and  it  is  certain  that  it  would  be  admirable  above  all 
other  places.  At  the  close  of  the  session  a  great  dinner  should  be  given  in 
Faneuil  Hall. 


Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine. — At  the  commencement  of  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Medicine,  held  on  March  6th,  1S49,  the  degree  of 
D):tor  of  Madicine  was  conferred  upon  Rufus  I.  Kittredge,  N.  H.  ;  Wm. 
J.  Bowdoin,  Virff.  ;  Jno.  H.  Potter,  N.  Y.  ;  Stephen  Parsons,  Geo.;  Jas. 
E.  Barker,  S.  CT;  S.  P.  Benny,  Md.  ;  D wight  Buggies,  Mass.  ;  L.  W. 
Leighton,  N.  H.  ;  John  C.  Wall,  Philad.  •;  John  H.  Tucker,  S.  C.  ;  F.  W. 
Danowsky,  Penn.  ;  N.  R.  Mosely,  Philad.  ;  Jas.  C.  Hathaway,  British 
Prov.,  America  ;  Walker  B.  Samuel,  S.  C. ;  Win.  G.  Myers,  Penn.  ;  Wm. 
M.  Neyland,  La.  ;  G.  H.  Ordell,  N.  H.  ;  M.  A.  Dumey,  Penn. ;  W.  J.  A. 
Biskey,  Jr.,  Philad.  ;  Jno.  J.  Steele,  S.  C. ;  Geo.  Watt,  Philad.  The  hono- 
rary decree  upon  W.  L.  Richardson  and  Ira  Warren,  Boston  ;  J.  Goston, 
Penn.  The  ad  eundem  degree  upon  Elton  R.  Smilie,  M.D.,  Boston  ;  H. 
L.  Byrd,  M.D.,  S.  C. 
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Obstetrics — the  Science  and  the  Art. — We  are  delighted  to  bear  again 
so  soon  from  the  accomplished  Professor  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  School. 
A  few  months  only  have  elapsed  since  Dr.  Meigs  presented  the  profession 
with  a  valuable  treatise  on  the  "  Diseases  of  Females,"  and  yet,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  arduous  labors,  he  has  succeeded  in  completing  the  volume 
before  us — not,  however,  we  regret  to  learn  from  his  introductory  letter, 
without  seriously  injuring  his  health.  Elsewhere  we  shall  look  for  an 
elaborate  review  of  his  work — we  refer  to  it  now  merely  to  welcome  its 
appearance,  and  to  assure  the  student,  who  may  be  about  to  purchase  a 
system  of  midwifery,  that  we  are  acquainted  with  none  of  greater  practi- 
cal value.  *  D.  H.  S. 


Mortality  of  the  City. — The  mortality  in  Boston  the  last  week,  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  report,  was  remarkable  for  the  season  of  the  year — in- 
deed, we  believe  it  has  not  been  exceeded  in  any  season  except  the  fall  of 
1847,  when  the  weekly  number  of  deaths,  three  times  in  September,  ex- 
ceeded that  of  last  week.  In  the  corresponding  week  of  last  March,  the 
number  wns  less  than  half  the  present  number,  and  the  average  for  the 
corresponding  weeks  of  the  last  five  years  is  only  42 — being  a  fraction 
over  one  third  of  last  week.  The  weekly  average  for  the  whole  month 
of  March,  during  the  last  five  years,  is  44;  and  that  for  the  year  1S48, 
5-5.  This  increase  has  been  partly  caused  by  the  extensive  prevalence 
of  measles  at  the  present  time.  During  the  month  of  March,  last  year, 
there  is  not  a  single  death  recorded  by  that  disease.  Scarlet  fever  has 
also  been  much  more  prevalent  this  year  than  last,  and  has  helped  much 
to  make  up  the  great  mortality  in  question.  The  weather  has  not  been 
such  during  the  month  as  is  usually  considered  unfavorable  to  health,  but 
was  preceded  by  an  unusual  degree  of  cold,  which  may  have  contributed, 
in  part,  to  the  production  of  so  great  an  amount  of  sickness. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  committee  of  Congress  have  recommended  that  $20,000  should  be 
allowed  Dr.  Paige,  of  Washington,  to  complete  his  efforts  to  propel  heavy  machinery,  boats,  rail- 
road cars,  &c,  by  electro-magnetism. — Dr.  Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston,  an  eminent  surgeon,  will 
go  to  Europe  in  the  next  steamer,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  now  much  impaired. — Measles  still 
prevail  hereabout^,  very  extensively. — Cholera  begins  to  re-appear  at  the  places  where  it  has  here- 
tofore existed,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  Stales. —  Dr.  Morton,  of  1'oston,  has  received  the 
degree  of  M.D.  from  the  Washington  University,  Ballimore. — The  subject  of  the  burial  of  the 
dear)  in  die  populated  parts  of  the  city,  is  beginning  to  excite  attention  in  Philadelphia.  Why  are 
not  the  citizens  of  Boston  more  alarmed  at  the  vast  accumulations  in  the  cemeteries  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city  ? — Dr.  TIardenbrock,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  has  been  discharged,  having  been  ac- 
cused of  poisoning  a  woman. 


To  Co R R KSPON DENTS. — A  paper  on  the  subject  of  a  new  Hospital  for  the  Insane  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  one  on  Cod-liver  Oil,  have  been  received,  and  will  appear  next  week. — The  article 
on  "  Ideology."  acknowledged  a  week  or  two  since,  is  considered  unsuitable  for  the  pages  of 
the  Journal. — Several  Reports  of  Lunatic  Asylums  have  been  received,  and  notices  of  them  are 
crowded  out  of  this  number  of  the  Journal. 


Died,— At  Belleville,  111.,  John  E.  Abbott,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  March  10th,  125. — Males,  55 — females.  67. — 
Of  consumption.  16 — scarlet  fever,  13 — brain  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  9 — pleurisy  fever,  2 — measles,  13 
— dropsy,  4- — dropsy  on  the  brain,  I — teething,  3 — croup,  2 — hooping  cough,  2 — child-bed,  '1 — 
disease  of  the  heart,  — cholera  morbus,  1 — paralysis,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  2 — erysipelas,  2 — 
convulsions,  4 — infantile,  4 — palsy,  1 — marasmus,  3 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — tumor,  2 — apoplexy, 
1 — cancer,  1 — scrofula,  1 — old  age,  1 — congestion  of  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  2 — in- 
fluenza, 1 — dysentery,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — accidental,  2 — 
worms,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — debility,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1  — unknown,  T. 

Under  5  years,  59 — between  5  and  20  years,  19 — between  20  and  40  years,  20 — between  40  and 
60  years,  12 — over  60  years,  12. 
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Dr.  Channing's  Treatise  on  Etherization  in  Childbirth. — The  following 
remarks  on  a  work,  in  which,  as  the  production  of  a  Boston  physician  of 
eminence,  and  relating  to  a  means  of  relief  which  also  had  its  origin  here, 
we  feel  an  interest  and  a  pride,  are  copied  from  the  New  Jersey  Medical 
Reporter,  edited  by  Joseph  Parrish,  M.D. 

"  This  is  a  neat  volume  of  400  pages.  We  take  pleasure  in  introducing 
it  to  our  readers,  as  it  appears  to  us  to  contain  a  candid  statement  of  facts, 
which  have  been  accumulated  by  its  author  from  various  physicians  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere.  The  principal  objection  urged  by  those  who  op- 
pose etherization  in  childbirth,  is  fairly  considered.  The  safety  of  the 
practice  is  established  beyond  controversy.  The  special,  physical,  moral, 
and  intellectual  effects  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  several  cases;  and 
near  the  close  of  the  work  they  are  arranged  in  tabular  form,  with  consi- 
derable accuracy-  The  first  table  contains  the  returns  of  516  cases;  all 
these  are  classed  under  the  head  of  natural  labor." 

"  In  all  these  cases,  which  embrace  the  various  complications  that  are 
constantly  occurring  in  obstetric  practice,  except  such  as  require  manual  or 
instrumental  aid,  there  is  not  a  single  one  reported  in  which  the  mother 
did  not  do  well.  The  other"  tables  show  the  result  of  experience  in  fifty- 
one  cases  of  unnatural,  complicated  and  instrumental  labors,  embracing 
those  that  required  the  use  of  forceps,  and  operations  of  craniotomy,  labors 
complicated  by  convulsions,  hemorrhage  both  accidental  and  unavoidable; 
twins,  and  presentations  of  breech  and  upper  extremity.  The  analysis  of 
these  tables  gives  four  deaths  in  fifty-one  labors  ;  a  result,  considering  the 
dangerous  complications,  and  the  extreme  hazard  to  which  the  patients  are 
exposed,  that  is  less  than  might  be  expected,  and  it  is  believed  less  than 
would  have  occurred  had  not  ether  been  employed  :  thus  proving  not  only 
the  safety,  but  the  absolute  utility  of  the  agent.  The  physiological,  moral, 
and  religious  objections,  which  have  been  urged  against  the  use  of  ether, 
are  also  fairly  considered,  and  in  our  opinion  fairly  answered. 

"The  application  of  this  remedy  of  pain,  to  ordinary  diseases  accompa- 
nied by  spasm,  is  taken  up  and  cases  given.  It  has  been  used  even  in 
phthisis,  to  relieve  the  distressing  dyspnoea  and  anguish  of  the  last  stages. 
In  tetanus,  also,  and  other  spasmodic  disorders,  in  puerperal  convulsions, 
cholera,  and  typhoid  fever  accompanied  with  spasms  :  these  cases  are  de- 
tailed in  the  Appendix,  which  constitutes  a  very  valuable  portion  of  the 
work'.  The  book  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the 
progress  of  etherization." 


Cod-Licer  Oil. — Dr.  Williams,  speaking  of  this  article,  in  the  London 
Journal  of  Medicine,  says — "The  livers  should  be  used  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble after  the  death  of  the  fish,  every  hour  deteriorating  the  quality  of  the 
oil.  The  p  ile,  plump  livers  should  be  preferred  ;  those  which  are  flabby 
and  dark'  in  color  should  be  rejected  as  unhealthy.  The  livers,  after  being 
quickly  pounded  into  a  pulp,  should  be  mixed  with  water  (or  exposed  in  a 
vessel,  without  water,  to  the  heat  of  boiling  water  or  of  steam)  of  the  tem- 
perature of  about  120°,  then  filtered";  and  after  standing  long  enough,  the 
oil  is  to  be  decanted  from  the  filtered  liquor,  cooled  to  the  temperature  of 
50°,  and  again  filtered.  The  whole  process  is  to  be  accomplished  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and  in  closed  vessels,  to  prevent  the  air  from  giving 
to  the  oil  the  slightest  decree  of  rancidity.  For  the  same  reason,  the  ves- 
sels in  which  the  oil  is  preserved,  should  be  full,  well  corked,  and  kept  in 
a  cool  place."  Dose,  a  teaspoonful,  gradually  increased  (if  the  stomach 
bear  it)  to  a  tablespoonful,  in  some  pleasant  liquid,  three  times  a  day, 
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NEW  HOSPITAL  FOR  THE  INSANE  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosto?i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  public  have  read  with  great  interest  and  care,  an  article 
which  appeared  in  your  Journal  of  February  14th,  in  regard  to  the 
requisite  provision  for  the  recovery,  and  the  care — the  cure  and  the 
custody — of  the  insane  in  this  State.  This  article  is  a  review  of  the 
Report  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  last  year, 
to  inquire  into  the  number  and  condition  of  the  insane,  and  whether 
any  further  provision  should  be  made  for  them,  and  if  so,  what  that 
provision  should  be.  This  review  comes  from  high  authority,  which 
usually  commands  implicit  confidence  in  these  matters,  and  from  which 
we  should  be  very  slow  to  dissent. 

The  writer  treats  of  two  very  important  topics.  1st,  The  propriety 
or  expediency  of  increasing  the  hospital  accommodations  for  the  insane 
of  Massachusetts  ;  and,  2d,  The  construction  of  those  hospitals.  We 
cannot  too  earnestly  commend  his  opinions,  in  regard  to  this  last  matter, 
to  the  public  attention  ;  they  should  be  carefully  examined  and  regarded, 
by  all  men  of  authority,  who  have  the  construction  of  hospitals  com- 
mitted to  them  hereafter  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  plan  could 
not  have  been  presented  long  ago  to  the  American  as  well  as  to  the 
British  public,  and  that  the  later  hospitals  could  not  have  been  thus 
constructed  on  the  best  plan  for  the  management  of  the  insane. 

But  although  the  writer's  plans  of  action  are  worthy  of  all  commenda- 
tion, yet  his  opinion  that  nothing  further  at  present  needs  to  be  done  for 
the  insane  in  this  State,  seems  to  be  neither  satisfactory  nor  founded  upon 
the  facts  in  the  case. 

The  objection  to  doing  anything  further  for  the  insane  in  Massachusetts 
at  this  time,  rests  upon  the  imperfectness  of  the  Commissioners'  report, 
and  the  danger  of  excessive  provision  for  the  insane.  The  Commis- 
sioners discovered  and  reported  only  291  lunatics  who  were  supported 
by  their  own  estates  or  by  their  friends.  The  reviewer  accounts  for  321 
of  this  class  belonging  to  Massachusetts,  and  known  to  be  in  the  several 
hospitals  of  this  and  the  neighboring  States  ;  and  he  thinks  the  hospital 
accommodations  already  provided  are  sufficient  for  the  pauper  or  de- 
pendent class  of  patients,  and  therefore  no  more  is  required.  The  his- 
tories of  the  insane  asylums  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  are  quoted 


130 


The  Insane  in  Massachusetts. 


to  show,  that  however  liberally  the  government  may  provide  for  the  care 
and  the  cure  of  the  insane,  still  only  a  definite  and  comparatively  small 
proportion  of  those  thus  diseased  will  be  sent  to  the  public  establishments 
by  their  friends  or  by  the  authorities  that  have  charge  of  them. 

As  these  are  made  the  foundation  of  the  objections  to  the  cremation 
of  another  hospital,  and  of  the  argument  by  which  that  objection  is 
sustained,  it  is  worth  while  to  examine  them  more  carefully,  and  see  how 
far  they  are  tenable  and  safe  to  stand  upon. 

The  Commissioners  report  only  291  lunatics  of  the  independent  class. 
The  reviewer  proves  that  this  is  30  less  than  the  number  of  this  class 
known  to  be  actually  in  hospitals,  provided  that  the  83  nay-patients, 
reported  to  be  in  the  Worcester  Hospital  during  the  last  year,  were  all 
there  together. 

The  Commissioners  discovered,  and  calculated,  and  reported,  1156 
pauper  lunatics,  291  independent  lunatics,  and  65  whose  circumstances 
were  not  known — 1512  of  all  classes  in  the  whole  State.  Here  is  evi- 
dently an  error,  both  by  the  showing  of  the  reviewer,  and  by  comparison 
of  the  numbers  of  the  pauper  and  independent  classes.  No  one,  at  all  con- 
versant with  this  subject,  will  believe  that  in  this  State,  or  in  any  other  pros- 
perous community,  the  numbers  of  the  insane  in  the  pauper  and  the  in  do- 
pendent  classes  are  in  this  proportion  of  1 156  to  291,  or  that  all,  or  even 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  self-sustaining  insane  are  at  any  one  time 
living  in  hospitals.  We  have  no  satisfactory  and  complete  accounts  of 
the  numbers  of  the  insane.  But  all  the  investigations  that  have  been 
reported,  and  all  the  opinions  that'  have  been  given,  show,  that  the  pro- 
portions of  the  two  classes — the  pauper  and  the  independent — are 
widely  different  from  this  which  the  Commissioners  have  reported. 
The  late  national  census  reported  627  of  the  self-sustaining  class,  and 
644  pauper  insane,  in  Massachusetts.  But  when  we  know  that  this 
census  reports  133  colored  pauper  insane  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Samuel 
B.  Woodward  at  Worcester,  and  only  3  independent  insane  in  the  whole 
city  of  Boston,  we  shall  be  ready  to  believe  that  627,  the  number  of  the 
independent  class,  falls  very  far  short  of  the  truth.  The  census  reports 
of  the  insane  in  other  States,  also,  show  a  different  proportion  of  these 
classes  from  that  given  by  our  Commissioners.  In  Maine,  they  are  stated 
to  be  386  of  the  self-supporting  to  245  of  the  pauper  class.  In  New 
Hampshire,  their  proportions  are  as  314  to  191.  In  Rhode  Island,  94 
to  122.  In  Connecticut,  404  to  138.  In  Vermont,  263  to  148.  In 
New  York,  1601  to  739.  And  in  the  whole  United  States,  12,290  are 
reported  to  belong  to  the  independent,  and  5166  to  the  pauper  class  of 
insane.  The  Trustees  of  the  New  Hampshire  Asylum  reported,  in  1840, 
that  there  were  308  of  the  insane,  in  that  State,  supported  at  private  charge, 
and  107  paupers.  This  Journal  will  not  be  suspected  of  having  any 
over-weening  confidence  in  the  minute  accuracy  of  the  statements  of  the 
last  national  census.  But  where,  as  here,  all  the  accounts  from  various 
sources  agree,  it  is  reasonable  to  put  forth  these  statements  as  corroborat- 
ing, if  not  as  substantiating,  the  position,  that  the  number  of  the  inde- 
pendent insane  generally  more  than  equals  that  of  the  dependent  class 
of  the  same  patients. 
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No  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  insane  in  this,  and  indeed  in  any 
similar  community,  makes  them  less  than  about  1  for  every  500  of  the 
population.  Dr.  Chandler,  in  his  report  for  1847,  page  36,  estimates 
them  at  double  this  number  in  this  State.  And  a  committee,  appointed 
in  Connecticut,  some  time  ago,  to  make  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  number 
of  the  insane  in  that  State,  came  to  a  similar  conclusion.  But,  taking 
only  the  lowest  estimate,  we  have  in  this  State  nearly  1800  insane 
persons;  and  deducting  from  them  the  1 156  paupers,  leaves  more  than 
600  of  the  more  prosperous  class  at  the  present  time.  If  the  relative 
proportion  of  the  independent  and  pauper  classes  of  the  insane  in  this 
State,  bear  any  approximation  to  that  which  is  stated  in  the  last  national 
census,  in  regard  to  these  classes  of  the  insane,  in  this  and  the  other 
States;  and  if  1156,  the  number  stated  by  the  State  Commissioners,  is 
the  true  number  of  the  pauper  insane,  then  the  true  number  of  the 
independent  insane  will  be  not  600  merely,  but  more  than  twice  as 
many  ;  and  these,  added  to  the  reported  number  of  the  paupers,  will 
make  some  approach  to  the  estimate  of  Dr.  Chandler,  r 

This  defect  in  the  Commissioners'  Report,  in  regard  to  the  insane  in 
prosperous  or  independent  families,  was  an  error  to  be  expected.  Our 
reviewer  very  justly  refers  to  the  construction  of  this  board.  There 
was  not  a  physician,  nor  one  whose  profession  leads  him  to  be  habitually 
conversant  with  these  patients,  among  them.    Those  who  composed  the 
Commission  are  good  and  true  men,  and  some  of  them  of  extraordinary 
devotion  to  this  subject,  of  great  capacity  for  labor,  and  of  praiseworthy 
energy  in  any  good  work  ;  yet,  when  they  issued  their  letters  of  inquiry, 
they  sent  them,  not  to  the  physicians,  who  collectively  are  familiar  with 
the  domestic  condition  of  every  family  in  their  towns,  but  to  the  town 
and  city  authorities.    Consequently  they  received  precisely  the  kind  and 
measure  of  information  that  they  might  have  expected  ;  and  they  obtained 
the  facts  which  were  the  least  necessary  to  be  sought  out — that  is,  the 
number  of  the  insane  paupers,  which  might  have  been  learned  nearly  as 
well  from  the  pauper  returns  published  by  the  Secretary  of  State* — while 
the  number  of  self-sustaining  insane  is  left  as  much  in  doubt  as  ever. 
The  Selectmen  have  no  official  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  health 
of  private  families,  and  they  have  no  more  personal  knowledge  of  this 
matter  than  any  other  men  of  equal  extent  of  acquaintance.    But  if 
these  Commissioners  had  applied  to  the  physicians,  they  could  have 
ascertained,  through  all  of  them,  the  health  and  condition  of  nearly 
every  individual  in  the  State. 

Notwithstanding  the  reviewer,  in  the  first  part  of  his  notice  of  the 
Commissioners'  Report,  has  so  clearly  demonstrated  the  error  of  their 
statement  in  regard  to  the  number  of  self-supporting  insane,  yet  he  next 


*  According'  to  the  Pauper  Abstract  for  1848,  the  number  of  insane  relieved  or  supported  was 
611,  and  of  idiots  relieved  or  supported  324  ;  935  in  all.  The  Report  of  the  Commissioners, 
page  6,  states  that  in  the  towns  from  which  they  received  returns,  1072  "  are  unable  to  furnish 
the  pecuniary  means  of  their  support and  in  the  same  proportion  to  the  population,  there  are 
84  in  the  towns  which  made  no  report  to  them — making  1156  unable  to  support  themselves.  The 
difference  between  the  reports  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and  of  the  Commissioners  probably 
includes  some  who  are  supported  by  charity,  and  others  who  can  be  maintained  by  their  friends 
at  home,  who  could  not  pay  for  their  support  in  a  hospital  abroad. 
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seems  willing  to  stand  upon  the  foundation  which  he  had  first  shown  to 
be  fallacious,  in  order  to  prove  that  their  inference  in  regard  to  the 
need  of  further  provision  for  the  insane  was  fallacious  also.  He  states 
that  we  have  already  hospital  accommodations  for  916  patients — 
"  enough,"  lie  says,  "  for  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  all 
descriptions  of  insane  "  ;  that  is,  for  two  thirds  of  the  1156  paupers, 
291  independent,  and  65  other  insane — 1512  in  all.  There  is  a  slight 
error,  even  in  this  statement,  of  the  hospital  accommodations  already 
provided  in  this  State.  Dr.  Chandler,  in  his  last  report,  page  35,  says 
that  the  Worcester  Hospital  has  rooms  and  dormitories  for  only  360. 
The  McLean  Asylum  can  accommodate  180  patients;  but,  according  to 
the  statement  on  page  30  of  this  Journal,  only  123  of  them  belong  to 
Massachusetts — the  other  57  are  presumed  to  belong  to  other  States  and 
countries.  This  may  be  the  usual  proportion  of  natives  and  strangers  in 
the  McLean  Asylum,  and  probably  will  be  nearly  so  hereafter,  for  there  is 
neither  public  law  nor  private  regulation  that  excludes  applicants  from 
any  State  or  nation.  The  private  asylums  for  60  are  open,  in  the  same 
manner,  to  all  who  may  apply.  If  they  have  the  same  proportion  of 
strangers  as  are  in  the  asylum  at  Somerville,  the  rooms  which  in  these 
establishments  are  open  to,  and  enjoyed  by,  the  citizens  of  this  State,  are 
reduced  from  240  to  164. 

The  County  Houses  at  Ipswich  and  East  Cambridge  will  hold  1 10 
patients  ;  but  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  this  intelligent  writer  intended 
to  endorse  the  assertion  of  the  Commissioners,  that  suitable  provision  is 
made  in  these  receptacles  for  1 10  patients,  or  the  implied  inference,  that 
no  further  provison  is  needed  in  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Middlesex. 
This  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  proper  provision  for  lunatics,  is  amply 
corroborated  by  Dr.  Bell  in  his  admirable  report  made  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Butler  Hospital  in  Rhode  Island,  respecting  the  construction  of 
buildings  for  the  insane.  After  contrasting  the  old  with  the  new  and 
improved  hospitals  in  England,  he  says,  that  the  practical  fruit  of  the 
experience  of  the  institutions  "  was  the  prevalence  of  a  principle,  every- 
where recognized,"  that  "  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  just  and  proper 
curative  or  ameliorating  treatment  of  the  insane  in  cheaply-constructed 
and  cheaply-managed  institutions ;  that  the  measure  of  expense  of  com- 
mon paupers  never  should  be  regarded  in  providing  for  the  insane ;  that 
a  better  class  of  almshouses  may  be  carried  on  for  receiving  lunatics,  and 
dignified  with  the  name  of  asylums  or  hospitals,  with  some  degree  of 
apparent  success  ;  but  to  do  the  greatest  amount  of  good  to  the  insane, 
the  mind  of  the  tax-paying  community  must  be  trained  to  understand 
and  admit  the  necessity  of  expensive  arrangements,  and  that  if  it  is 
worth  while  to  have  any  institutions  beyond  those  receptacles  in  which 
the  most  patients,  or  rather  the  most  sufferers,  can  be  crowded  together 
at  the  least  charge,  it  is  worth  while  to  establish  such  as  will  accomplish 
all  of  cure  or  relief  which  is  practicable." — Journal  of  Insanity,  Vol. 
II,  page  17. 

In  comparison  with  the  jails  where  some  of  the  inmates  of  these  houses 
were  formerly  confined,  these  county  receptacles  may  be  called  "  suitable 
and  convenient,"  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law  that  created  them. 
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But,  in  comparison  with  what  ought  to  be  provided  for  such  persons,  or 
with  what  is  usually  provided  in  good  hospitals,  they  are  neither  suitable 
nor  convenient,  nor  ought  they  to  be  considered  in  estimating  what 
means  we  now  have  for  the  proper  management  of  the  insane.  Making 
these  deductions,  we  have,  then,  hospital  accommodations  for  360  at 
Worcester,  200  at  South  Boston,  123  at  Somerville,  and  for  41  at  private 
establishments — 724,  in  all,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

It.  is  not  pretended,  even  by  the  most  zealous  advocates  of  the  new 
measure,  that  all  the  insane  should  be  confined  in  hospitals.  Probably 
not  two  thirds,  perhaps  not  more  than  half,  of  all,  require  this  measure 
of  restraint  and  need  to  be  thus  provided  for.  But  even  this  would 
require  in  this  State  room  for  1000  to  1200.  But,  without  entering  upon 
any  such  calculation  or  conjecture,  as  the  whole  number  and  the 
proportion  that  should  be  provided  for,  it  is  much  easier  to  determine  this 
question,  by  seeing  what  is  the  actual  demand,  and  learning  how  many 
now  seek  for  such  accommodations  without  being  able  to  find  them.  It 
was  in  obedience  to  this  principle  of  providing  for  the  demand,  that  our 
insane  hospitals,  here  and  elsewhere,  began  mostly  of  small  size  and  with 
accommodations  lor  the  few  patients  who  wanted  to  enjoy  them.  Fol- 
lowing the  same  law,  they  have  almost  universally  been  enlarged,  from 
time  to  time,  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  of  those  who  desired  to  avail 
themselves  of  their  advantages. 

The  public  interest  in  the  insane,  and  the  popular  faith  in  the  general 
curability  of  their  disorder,  and  in  the  unprovability  of  the  incurable,  are 
progressive  ;  and  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  attend  to  the  wants 
of  the  insane,  and  use  the  means  for  their  restoration  and  improvement, 
increases  from  year  to  year. 

The  regard  for  this  class  of  sufferers  and  the  erection  of  hospitals  for 
them  are  not  contemporaneous  with  the  origin  of  any  community  or 
State ;  nor  have  all  at  once  seized  upon  the  idea,  as  soon  as  it  was  pro- 
mulgated, and  proved  their  faith  by  their  works  of  building  lunatic 
establishments.  But  the  people  of  one  State  after  another  have  had 
their  attention  called  to  this  subject ;  and  after  a  struggle,  and  in  some 
places  a  long  struggle,  the  governments  or  associations  of  wealthy  and 
benevolent  people  have  established  their  asylums.  First  the  contributors 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  prepared  accommodations  for  the  insane  in 
their  establishment  at  Philadelphia,  in  1752 ;  and  next,  the  government 
of  Virginia  established  a  lunatic  hospital  at  Williamsburgh,  in  1769. 
Then  the  New  York  Hospital  received  cases  of  mania  in  1797.  The 
Maryland  Hospital  was  opened  in  1816  ;  the  Friends'  Asylum,  at 
Frankford,  near  Philadelphia,  in  1817  ;  the  McLean  Asylum,  in  1818  ; 
and  the  State  Hospital  at  Lexington,  Ky.,  in  1824.  Other  States  and 
associations  of  individuals  have  followed,  in  this  work,  at  greater  or  less 
intervals  of  time,  until  nearly  all  of  the  old  States,  and  many  of  the  new 
ones,  are  thus  provided  ;  and  some  are  now  making  preparations  for  these 
patients  ;  others  are  talking  about  it ;  and  in  others  still,  no  such  scheme 
has  been  proposed  or  thought  of  by  any  men  of  influence,  or  by  any 
men  in  authority  or  power.  The  light  of  this  branch  of  science,  and 
of  this  species  of  philanthropy,  is  yet  to  dawn  upon  them. 
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The  history  of  the  lunatic  hospitals  in  this  country,  shows  a  universal 
increase  of  patients  from  the  beginning,  and,  generally,  enlargements  of 
their  accommodations — and  often  very  extensive  enlargements,  and  these 
in  far  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  of  population. 

The  McLean  Asylum  began  in  1818,  with  room  for  a  few  patients, 
but  as  many  as  it  w  as  supposed  would  be  offered  to  its  care.  But  soon 
more,  and  again  more  accommodations  were  demanded,  and  more  rooms 
were  added,  and  thes\!  additions  followed  the  demand  from  time  to  time, 
until  at  last  there  are  rooms  for  180  patients. 

The  Worcester  Hospital  began  in  18*23,  with  rooms  for  125  patients. 
This  was  all  that  was  then  thought  necessary.  These  were  soon  filled  ; 
then  more  than  could  be  received  demanded  entrance — and  in  1836  one 
new  wing,  and  in  1837  another  new  wing,  was  added,  so  that  100 
more  patients  could  be  received.  The  demand  went  on  increasing,  and 
in  1842  it  so  far  exceeded  the  extent  of  the  Hospital,  that  two  more 
wings  were  added,  and  then  the  whole  number  of  rooms  amounted  to 
360.  Even  these  ample  accommodations  were  soon  occupied,  and  the 
demand  yet  increased,  so  that  the  average  number  for  1848  was  404. 
At  the  end  of  November,  the  date  of  the  last  report,  there  were  409 
patients  in  the  Hospital — 49  more  than  there  were  rooms.  And  even 
this  did  not  include  all  that  desired  to  be  there,  for  some  were  sent 
away  to  the  jails,  the  county  receptacles,  and  the  almshouses,  who  would 
be  better  in  the  Hospital.  In  view  of  these  facts,  Dr.  Chandler  advised 
that  further  accommodations  should  be  provided,  even  to  the  extent  of  a 
new  hospital. 

While  this  demand  has  been  thus  increasing,  and  the  supply  of  accom- 
modation growing  at  Worcester,  the  McLean  Asylum  has  grown,  as 
before  shown,  from  67  patients  in  1833,  to  172  in  1847.  Within  the 
same  period,  the  city  of  Boston  has  established  its  hospital  at  South 
Boston.  This  began  in  1839,  with  accommodations  for  75,  but  has 
been  enlarged,  so  that  now  it  can  contain  200.  On  the  first  of  December, 
1848,  the  date  of  the  last  report,  it  had  188  patients.  Within  six  years, 
the  county  receptacles  at  Ipswich  and  East  Cambridge  have  been  built, 
and  contain  over  90  patients.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this  increase 
of  accommodations  and  rooms  for  the  insane  in  this  State,  there  is  a 
demand  for  more.  This  is  attributable  in  part  to  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation and  the  corresponding  increase  of  insanity,  but  it  is  also  attributable 
to  the  increased  interest  in  the  subject  and  growing  confidence  in  the 
curability  of  this  disorder,  and  the  consequent  readiness  of  the  people  to 
avail  themselves  of,  and  to  use  the  means  for,  the  recovery  of  their 
lunatic  friends. 

In  other  States  less  has  been  done  to  excite  public  interest  in  this 
matter,  and  consequently  their  people  have  felt  the  burden  of  their 
insanity  less  oppressively,  or  they  have  had  less  faith  in  any  means  of 
relief.  They  have  therefore  made  less  provision,  or  have  been  less  ready 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  that  were  offered  them  for  the  care  and 
the  restoration  of  their  insane. 

It  is  said  that  we  are  in  danger  of  over-doing  this  matter  of  building 
hospitals,  and  we  are  pointed  to  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  which  have 
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shown  more  prudent  wisdom,  and  avoided  the  error  to  which  we  are  prone. 
We  are  told,  by  the  reviewer  of  the  Commissioners'  Report,  that  those 
States  have  made  comparatively  small  provision  for  their  insane,  and 
yet  these  few  accommodations,  theoretically  insufficient  to  satisfy  one  half 
of  the  wants  of  their  people,  are  scarcely  occupied.  "  The  insane  of 
New  Hampshire  were  found,  by  as  accurate  a  census  as  perhaps  ever 
was  taken,  to  exceed  probably  500.  Less  than  100  from  that  State 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  excellent  and  popular  institution  built  a  few 
years  ago  for  them."  "  In  Maine,  in  1846,  the  statistics  of  the  insane 
represented  6*25,  besides  as  many  more  idiots,  many  of  which  latter  were 
no  doubt  cases  of  dementia  and  virtually  lunatic."  And  yet,  "  the 
excellent  and  well-provided  institution,  second  to  no  State  hospital  in  the 
land,"  had,  after  ten  years  publicity  and  life,  "  an  average  household  of 
only  93  patients."  Now  we  are  advised  to  take  example  from  these 
States,  and  show  a  similar  prudence,  and  not  make  any  undue  and 
needless  provision  for  our  insane  ;  and  because  the  people  of  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  will  not  send  their  insane  to  the  hospitals,  which  their 
governments  have  prepared  for  them,  we  in  Massachusetts  are  to  be 
dissuaded  from  providing  for  those  of  our  own  citizens  who  are  anxiously 
striving  to  be  admitted,  but  cannot  for  want  of  room. 

Instead  of  holding  up  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  as  a  warning  to 
Massachusetts  to  persuade  her  to  do  less  for  her  insane,  it  would  be  more 
rational  to  hold  up  Massachusetts  to  those  States  to  encourage  them  to 
do  more  for  theirs.  It  would  be  much  more  reasonable  and  humane 
that  the  enlightened  popular  sentiment  of  this  State,  in  regard  to  the 
attention  to  and  care  for  the  insane,  should  shine  upon  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire,  and  guide  them  to  more  generous  doings,  than  that  their 
clouds  should  come  over  us  to  darken  our  way  and  stay  our  progress. 

But  it  may  be  well  to  examine  the  history  of  the  lunatic  hospitals  in 
those  States,  and  the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  regard  to  the  care 
of  the  insane,  and  see  whether  their  example  should  not  be  considered 
as  encouragement  for  us  to  go  on  in  our  past  and  proposed  course,  rather 
than  as  a  warning  to  stay  our  movements  or  to  urge  us  to  go  backwards. 

The  hospital  in  Augusta,  Maine,  began  in  December,  1840,  with  only 
30'patients,  and  in  1S41  it  had  70  for  its  largest  number  at  anyone  time. 
In  1845,  it  was  crowded,  and  had  more  patients  than  rooms.  In  1847 
a  new  wing  was  built,  and  one  gallery  was  finished  and  filled,  and  then 
the  institution  contained  128  patients.  And  even  after  this  addition,  the 
Superintendent,  in  his  report  for  1848,  p.  21,  complains  of  "  much  incon- 
venience from  the  crowded  state  of  all  our  galleries,"  and  says,  "  still  we 
are  obliged  to  place  two  beds  in  a  room  in  many  instances  "  ;  and,  although 
"  admissions  have  been  more  numerous  than  at  any  previous  period, 
yet  several  applications  could  not  be  complied  with — although  several 
cases  incurable  and  of  long  standing  have  been  discharged  to  make  room 
for  those  more  recent."  And  the  Trustees,  in  the  same  report,  page 
10,  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  further  grant  of  money  to  complete 
the  wing,  because,  "  for  two  years  past,  as  made  known  to  you,  in  our 
annual  report,  the  interests  of  the  institution  and  the  welfare  of  the  public 
have  been  suffering  for  want  of  room  to  receive  applicants," 
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The  hospital  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  was  opened  in  October,  1842,  and 
received  in  three  months  of  that  year  22  patients.  At  the  end  of  May, 
1343,  the  date  of  the  first  report,  there  were  47;  and  in  May,  1844, 
the  end.  of  the  next  year,  there  were  70;  and  151  had  been  in  the 
institution  in  the  course  of  the  year.  In  May,  1845,  there  were  76. 
In  the  course  of  this  year  there  had  been  158  in  the  Asylum — 137  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  21  from  other  States  and  countries.  In  May,  1846, 
there  were  98,  and  174  had  been  there  during  the  year.  Then  the 
Superintendent,  page  26  of  his  report,  says,  the  male  wing  is  entirely 
filled,  and  he  has  more  applications  to  receive  patients  than  the  building 
admits,  and  suggests  an  enlargement  of  the  institution.  The  Trustees, 
page  9th  of  the  same  report,  say  the  same.  In  May,  1847,  there  were 
100  patients — 187  had  been  in  the  house  during  the  year,  and  again 
the  enlargement  is  proposed.  The  Governor  and  Counsellors,  who  are 
the  visiters  to  the  hospital,  in  the  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  page 
3d,  say  that,  "  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  community,  and  afford  the 
benefits  of  hospital  and  asylum  to  even  one  half  of  those  who  need  them, 
additional  accommodations  are  indispensable  ;  and  it  is  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature,  whether  economy,  humanity  and  justice, 
do  not  unite  in  requiring  that  such  accommodations  be  furnished."  And 
the  Trustees  in  the  same  report,  add,  that,  according  to  their  inquiries  and 
calculation,  "  there  are,  at  this  time,  1847,  several  hundred  insane  pau- 
pers supported  on  poor-farms  or  disposed  of  from  time  to  time  at  auction." 
"  This  practice,  viewed  in  any  light  it  may  present  itself,  is  neither  just, 
humane,  nor  economical."  There  is  but  a  faint  prospect  that  the  vic- 
tim of  insanity,  wandering,  neglected,  about  the  fields  and  over  the 
high  ways,  or,  as  is  not  unfrequently  the  case,  incarcerated  in  some  remote 
room  or  shed,  that  his  ravings  may  not  be  heard,  can  ever  be  restored  to 
reason  or  happiness."  In  May,  1848,  there  were  109  patients — 192 
during  the  year ;  and,  as  before,  the  Trustees  state,  that  in  only  96 
rooms,  114  patients  had  been  received  at  once,  and  the  constantly  though 
slowly-increasing  demand  rendered  it  necessary  to  enlarge  the  Hospital, 
or  "  to  close  the  doors  of  the  institution  against  all  who  may  apply  after 
its  halls  are  once  filled,"  as  they  were  then  filled  to  the  overflowing. 

Thus  we  see,  that  even  the  people  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire, 
however  slow  they  have  been  and  are  to  appreciate  and  to  enjoy  the 
hospital  accommodations  offered  for  their  insane,  are  yet  making  sure 
progress  in  this  good  work,  and  each  successive  year  shows  that  they 
approve  of  the  principle  which  we  have  established  of  properly  and 
generously  providing  the  means  for  the  care  and  the  cure  of  all  our 
lunatics,  and  are  carrying  it  into  practice  by  slow  though  sure  adoption. 
Instead,  therefore,  of  being  warned  by  the  history  of  lunacy  and  its 
treatment  in  those  States,  to  stop  in  our  progress,  and  build  no  more 
accommodations  for  our  insane,  we  should  rather  be  encouraged  by  their 
example,  and  the  statements  of  their  officers,  to  go  on,  as  we  have  already 
done,  until  every  lunatic  in  the  State,  whose  disease  may  be  cured,  or 
whose  condition  may  be  improved  by  residence  in  a  hospital,  shall  find 
such  an  institution  open  to  receive  him. 

From  the  best  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
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it  is  manifest  that  there  are  yet,  in  this  State,  many  more  lunatics,  whose 
friends  or  guardians  wish  to  place  them  in  suitable  establishments,  and 
who  would  be  restored  or  benefited  by  such  procedure,  than  there  are 
rooms  for  them  in  all  our  hospitals.  Some  of  those  who  are  thus  rejected 
for  want  of  room,  are  recent  cases,  and  curable  ;  but  for  want  of  oppor- 
tunity of  recovery,  are  doomed  to  permanent  insanity,  and  must  remain, 
for  life,  burdens  upon  their  estates  or  friends,  or  the  public,  for  support. 
Others  would  be  much  more  comfortably  and  easily  maintained  in  proper 
hospitals,  than  they  can  be  in  any  other  places. 

It  therefore  behooves  a  prudent,  far-seeing  and  generous  community 
to  make  such  provision  for  lunatics,  that  none  shall  remain  permanently 
diseased,  if  they  can  be  restored  ;  and  if  there  are  not  yet  means  enough 
already  provided  for  this  purpose,  to  add  more,  until  all  the  want  shall 
be  satisfied.  And  the  facts  presented  to  us  show,  that  the  want  is  not 
yet  satisfied  in  this  State.  *  *  * 


COD-LIVER  OIL. 

BY  D.  M'RUKR,  M.D.,  BANGOR,  ME. 
[Communicated  for  the  Ooslon  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

There  have  been  few  articles  introduced  into  the  materia  medica  with 
more  apparent  reluctance,  on  the  part  of  the  profession,  than  the  cod- 
liver  oil  ;  but  having  once  obtained  a  place  in  the  catalogue  of  remedies, 
we  predict  it  will  be  as  slowly  discarded  as  it  has  been  adopted. 

Cod-liver  oil  has  been  held  as  a  popular  remedy  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  sea  coasts  of  Northern  Europe  for  many  centuries.  The  virtues 
imputed  to  it  have  been  both  vague  and  various,  but  it  has  been  univer- 
sally esteemed  in  many  chronic  diseases  as  a  remedy  of  unequivocal 
power.  Among  the  fishermen  of  our  own  Continent,  it  has  long  been 
highly  valued  for  its  curative  power  in  rheumatism  and  its  analogous 
diseases.  It  first  attracted  the  attention  of  some  medical  practitioners  in 
1771  ;  when  Dr.  Percival  used  it  in  many  cases  of  chronic  rheumatism, 
with  success.  Dr.  Key,  of  Manchester,  employed  it  extensively  in  hos- 
pital practice  in  1789  ;  and  Dr.  Bardsley  used  it  previous  to  1807. 
But  it  was  not  until  1822  that  the  attention  of  the  profession  was  par- 
ticularly directed  to  it  by  any  publication  based  upon  numerous  and 
authentic  cases  in  which  it  had  been  used.  Dr.  Schenks,  of  Germany, 
published  in  "  Hufeland's  Journal"  of  1822 — 6,  a  series  of  papers  in 
favor  of  its  curative  powers,  which  has  led  to  its  gradual  adoption  as  a 
remedy  in  that  country.  More  recently  it  has  been  employed  in  Bel- 
gium, France,  England  and  Scotland.  Within  the  last  three  years  it 
has  been  introduced  into  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  country,  and 
from  the  numerous  advertisements  of  those  who  prepare  it  for  medical 
purposes,  as  well  as  from  the  reports  that  appear  daily  in  the  public 
journals,  of  its  efficacy  in  disease,  we  infer  that  it  is  being  used  very 
generally. 

Its  therapeutic  properties  led  Dr.  Kopp,  of  Germany,  to  suspect  that 
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it  contained  iodine.  This  conjecture  was  verified  by  Drs.  Loome , 
Bennett  and  others,  who  all,  however,  differ  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
iodine  found  in  a  given  quantity  of  the  oil,  varying  from  1-2  to  1-1*2  of 
one  per  cent.  The  proximate  elements  of  the  oil  bear  some  resemhlance 
to  those  of  bile,  as  it  contains  in  common  with  that  fluid,  oil,  resin,  and 
saline  matter.  It  reddens  litmus  paper,  is  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether, 
and  is  usually  found  to  possess  the.  specific  gravity  of  0.930.  Gmelin 
obtained  a  saline  mass  from  the  oil  which  struck  a  deep-blue  color  with 
a  solution  of  starch,  and  had  all  the  usual  re-actions  of  a  solution  of  iodine. 

In  1835,  Dr.  Brefield  published  a  monograph  on  the  use  of  the  cod- 
liver  oil,  in  which  he  says,  that  from  careful  observation  of  many  success- 
ful experiments  with  it  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  he  considers  it  a  specific 
in  both  the  acute*  and  chronic  forms  of  that  disease.  This  testimony 
has  since  been  corroborated  by  a  host  of  medical  writers  in  Europe, 
who,  likewise,  agree  that  it  merits  the  first  place  among  anti-scrofulous 
remedies.  Dr.  Tanflied  reports  an  instance  of  its  success  in  curing  a 
case  of  strumous  caries  of  the  spine,  with  extensive  ulceration.  Dr. 
Graves  declares  that"  he  has  seen  it  accomplish  cures  in  scrofulous 
disease  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  after  all  other  remedies  had  been  tried 
and  failed.  Drs.  Richerand  and  M.  Hall  highly  extol  its  curative 
powers  in  many  obstinate  cutaneous  diseases  ;  and  other  medical  authori- 
ties, of  equal  respectability  as  the  foregoing,  have  strongly  recommended 
it  in  phthisis,  chorea,  spinal  irritation,  epilepsy,  chlorosis,  .coxalgia,  and 
tabes  mesent erica. 

The  sensible  therapeutic  action  of  the  oil  seems  to  be  almost  null. 
Dr.  Dunglison  says,  that  it  has  no  manifest  effect  on  the  secretions, 
[excretions  ?  ],  except  occasionally  on  the  urinary  and  cutaneous  depura- 
tions ;  on  the  healthy  organization  it  seems  to  excite  no  marked  change. 
In  strumous  affections,  however,  its  favorable  influence  is  striking,  as  well 
as  in  rheumatic  and  gouty  disorders.  In  71  patients  for  whom  Dr. 
Bennett  prescribed  the  oil,  he  observed  that  vomiting  was  occasioned  by 
it  in  three  cases  ;  slight  diarrhoea  in  seventeen  cases  ;  slight  diuresis  in  two 
cases  ;  and  diaphoresis  in  twelve  cases.  He  thinks  it  owes  its  efficacy 
in  scrofula  to  its  iodine,  and  attributes  its  superiority  over  that  obtained 
by  chemical  means  to  its  organic  combination  with  animal  matter. 

Dr.  Achersom  of  Berlin,  explains  its  modus  operandi  in  another  man- 
ner. He  conceives  that  oil  globules  are  essential  to  the  formation  of  the 
elementary  cells  of  tissue  ;  for  the  elementary  globule  is  composed  of 
liquid  fat  and  albumen  ;  and  observes,  that  when  fat  in  a  liquid  state  and 
albumen  are  brought  into  contact,  a  small  quantity  of  the  latter  forms 
a  case  around  a  globule  of  the  former/in  the  same  manner  as  the  forma- 
tive rudiments  of  animal  tissue  are  produced  from  a  combination  of  the 
oil  contained  in  bile  and  the  albumen  of  the  chyle. 

Dr.  Bennett  and  most,  other  writers,  while  acknowledging  the  inge- 
nuity of  Acherson's  hypothesis,  differ  from  him,  by  attributing  its  curative 
power  to  its  agency  in  improving  the  function  of  nutrition,  thereby 
affording  to  the  blood  an  energetic  and  rich  plasma,  and  promoting  the 
activity  of  the  vital  forces,  and  forwarding  the  absorption  of  morbid 
deposits.    In  addition  to  these  explanations,  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams 
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thinks,  that  "  its  peculiar  fluidity  and  little  proneness  to  change  enables  it 
to  pervade  all  structures  and  to  penetrate  even  into  imperfectly  organized 
deposits,  and  by  softening  their  concrete  fatty  molecules,  and  rendering 
more  permeable  and  supple  their  whole  mass,  brings  them  more  under  the 
influence  of  the  adjoining  living  parts,  through  the  circulation  ;  in  which 
either  their  vitality  and  nutrition  are  improved  and  maintained,  or  if  inca- 
pable of  improvement,  they  are  gradually  dissolved  and  absorbed  away." 

These  opinions  all  tend  to  establish  its  character  as  a  nutritive  of  no 
ordinary  power.  In  regard  to  its  formative  or  solvent  agencies,  all  is 
conjecture  ;  its  claims  to  these  properties  seem  to  have  been  advanced 
to  explain  its  wonderful  effects  in  cachectic  diathesis,  and  scrofulous  de- 
posits. But  when  we  consider  that  both  of  these  morbid  conditions  are 
but  the  effect  of  vitiated  or  imperfect  assimilation,  the  ingenious  theories 
of  Acherson.  as  well  as  Williams,  will  be  found  to  be  wholly  gratuitous. 

In  addition  to  the  several  explanations,  already  advanced,  of  its  modus 
operandi,  we  feel  authorized,  from  having  observed  its  effects  in  some 
peculiar  diseases,  to  attribute  its  restorative  powers  to  its  direct  admissi- 
bility into  the  circulation,  without  undergoing  the  process  of  digestion,  or 
passing  through  the  lacteal  system.  We  do  not  suppose  that  all  the  oil 
that  enters  the  stomach,  is  in  this  manner  disposed  of,  or  that  none  goes 
the  usual  route  of  the  other  digestible  matter  ;  but  we  think  we  have 
strong  reasons  for  the  opinion,  that  much  of  it  finds  its  way  in  a  more 
direct  manner  into  the  circulation,  either  by  vital  absorption  or  by  endos- 
mosis.  Its  low  specific  gravity  would  seem  to  favor  its  transmission  by 
the  latter  method.  However,  the  following  case  is  one  of  those  alluded 
to,  which  have  led  us  to  the  foregoing  opinion. 

J.  M.  C,  a  young  girl,  aged  4  years,  was  attacked  with  cholera  in- 
fantum during  the  autumn  of  1848,  which  resulted  in  a  diseased  condition 
of  the  mesenteric  glands  ;  their  enlarged  and  indurated  state  could  be 
distinctly  felt  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  The  emaciation  pecu- 
liar to  that  disease  steadily  progressed,  in  defiance  of  every  remedy,  as 
well  as  the  gratification  of  a  voracious  appetite  ;  until  the  case  became 
so  hopeless  that  all  medication  was  suspended,  except  such  dietetic 
regulations  as  were  found  to  best  insure  the  temporary  comfort  of  the 
patient.  The  case,  under  this  expectant  treatment,  for  weeks  continued 
to  advance  towards  an  apparent  fatal  termination  ;  when,  about  a  month 
ago,  in  consequence  of  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  mother,  that  some- 
thing more  might  be  attempted  to  save  her  child,  the  cod-liver  oil  was 
directed  to  be  given,  in  half-tablespoonful  doses  three  times  a-day.  About 
a  week  after  the  commencement  of  the  oil,  an  evident  improvement  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  child  was  perceptible  ;  although  the  dis- 
charges from  the  bowels  remained  as  chylous,  and  as  frequent  as  they 
were  before  the  oil  was  given.  This  improvement  is  still  going  on. 
The  pulse  has  nearly  doubled  its  volume;  and  the  glands,  which  were 
formerly  easily  discernible  by  the  hand,  cannot  now  be  readily  felt,  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  thickness  of  the  walls  of  the  abdomen. 
Whether  this  patient  will  recover  or  not,  is  still  doubtful  ;  but  the  change 
in  the  increase  of  adipose  tissues,  as  well  as  the  improvement  of  the 
general  circulation,  since  the  commencement  of  the  oil  treatment,  irresis- 
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tibly  leads  to  the  inference,  that  nutritive  elements  have  found  a  way 
into  the  circulation  different  from  the  usual  route  of  digestion.  The 
declarations  of  other  patients  that  the  oil  acts  as  a  cordial,  as  promptly 
and  as  effectually  as  an  equal  quantity  of  good  wine,  strengthens  this 
supposition. 

The  curative  powers  of  the  cod-liver  oil  are  more  manifest  in  tubercu- 
lar phthisis  than  in  any  other  disease  in  which  we  have  prescribed  it. 
Indeed,  no  therapeutic  agent  has  come  under  our  observation,  which  has 
apparently  produced  such  favorable  changes  in  this  disease,  as  the  oil. 
Undoubtedly  much  of  its  efficacy  depends  upon  its  power  of  invigorating 
the  system,  and  increasing  the  "  turgor  vitaiis."  Yet  we  apprehend 
it  sometimes  acts  in  a  conservative  capacity,  by  presenting  to  the  oxygen 
that  enters  the  circulation  a  supply  of  hydro-carbonaceous  elements,  to 
satisfy  its  imperative  affinities  ;  and  in  this  manner  it  tends  to  protect  the 
nitrogenous  tissues  from  rapid  decomposition.  This  hypothesis  receives 
some  support  from  the  results  of  a  chemical  and  microscopical  examina- 
tion of  three  specimens  of  urine,  from  each  of  three  individuals,  both 
before  and  after  taking  the  oil  ;  when  the  urea  was  found  in  much  less 
quantity  in  the  urine  passed  after  taking  the  oil,  than  in  the  specimens 
obtained  before  its  use. 

Within  the  last  two  years  we  have  prescribed  the  cod-liver  oil  in  thir- 
teen cases  of  well-marked  tubercular  phthisis,  and  the  following  have 
been  the  results.  It  has  been  discontinued  in  two  cases  ;  in  consequence 
of  its  producing  hemoptysis  in  one  case,  and  diarrhoea  in  the  other.  Two 
cases  have  not  perceived  any  effect  whatever  from  it.  Five  cases  have 
been  materially  benefited  ;  three  of  whom  are  yet  persisting  in  its  use. 
And  four  cases  are  to  all  appearances  cured  ;  they  have  regained  their 
flesh  and  strength,  are  free  from  cough  or  hurried  respiration,  and  their 
circulations  have  returned  within  the  limits  of  health. 

In  one  case  of  caries  of  the  spine,  of  a  strumous  character,  when  the 
patient  was  unable  to  sustain  the  upright  position  without  great  suffering 
at  the  time  when  the  oil  was  first  taken,  about  four  months  ago,  it  has  so 
improv  ed  his  condition  that  he  is  able  to  take  part  with  other  children  in 
their  pastimes  out  of  doors,  with  perfect  freedom  from  pain. 

Although  the  effect  of  cod-liver  oil  on  a  healthy  system  is  almost  null, 
yet  it  ought  not  to  be  inferred  that  no  discrimination  is  necessary  in  its 
administration  in  disease  ;  for  there  are  some  pathological  states  in  which 
it  proves  highly  injurious.  Diseases  attended  with  intense  arterial  action, 
increase  of  heat,  intestinal  irritation,  or  hemorrhagic  tendencies,  are  those 
morbid  conditions  with  which  I  have  found  it  to  be  incompatible. 

If  this  communication  will  induce  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal 
to  give  the  cod-liver  oil  a  more  extensive  trial,  and  report  their  experi- 
ence of  its  efficacy  in  disease,  my  object  will  be  accomplished. 

March  7,  1849. 
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[In  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  Feb.  8th,  1849,  it  was 
"  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Visiters  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  cause  an  immediate  investigation  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  induced  Dr.  C.  H.  Stedman  to  grant  a  certificate  to 
Dr.  Kraitsir,  that  his  wife,  Helen  Kraitsir,  was  a  Lunatic — and  report 
the  particulars  to  the  City  Council  within  two  weeks."  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Visiters,  it  was  ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  above 
be  iurnished  to  Dr.  Stedman,  Superintendent  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Board,  without  delay, 
the  circumstances  which  induced  him  to  give  the  certificate  in  question. 
To  this  request  Dr.  Stedman  made  the  following  reply — which,  as  a 
manly  defence  of  the  private  rights  of  those  of  the  profession  who  hap- 
pen to  be  in  official  stations,  is  inserted  entire.] 

To  the  Board  of  Visiters  of  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital — Gen- 
tlemen,— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  to  me 
of  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  dated  the  13th  inst. — "  That  the  Board 
of  Visiters  of  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  be,  and  they  hereby  are  di- 
rected to  cause  an  immediate  investigation  into  the  circumstances  which 
induced  Dr.  C.  H.  Stedman  to  grant  a  certificate  to  Dr.  Kraitsir,  that 
his  wife,  Helen  Kraitsir,  was  a  Lunatic  ;  and  report  the  particulars  to 
the  City  Council  within  two  weeks," — accompanied  by  one  of  your 
Board,  asking  me  to  furnish  the  statement  without  delay. 

In  complying  with  this,  as  a  request  of  your  honorable  Board,  I  beg 
permission,  with  entire  respect,  to  suggest  the  distrust  I  entertain,  of  any 
obligation  on  my  part  to  respond  to  the  call,  considered  in  the  nature  of 
a  mandatory  requisition.  For  any  act  or  omission  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties  as  an  officer  of  the  City,  in  charge  of  a  branch  of  its  medical 
departments,  I  could  of  course  have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  the  right 
of  the  freest  scrutiny,  and  the  entire  duty  on  my  part  of  the  fullest  dis- 
closure. But  when  the  requisition  transcends  this  limit,  and  extends  to 
acts  done  by  me  in  my  private  capacity,  whether  personal  or  profes- 
sional, having  no  connection  with  my  public  duties,  and  not  under  the 
name  or  sanction  of  my  office,  I  must  be  allowed  to  question  the  right 
of  inquiry,  or  the  obligation  to  answer. 

The  act  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  under  which  you  address  me,  was 
purely  of  that  character.  The  certificate,  as  is  well  known,  was  not 
signed  by  me  as  physician  of  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  nor  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  there:  but  was  given  by  me  as  a  physician  merely, 
and  for  the  purpose  declared  in  it,  of  being  used  at  another  asylum. 

It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  this  Order  was  introduced  into  the  City 
Council  upon  the  hypothesis  that  any  act  done  or  advice  given  by  me  is 
to  be  considered  an  undue  appropriation  of  time  belonging  to  the  City ; 
for  if  that  were  all,  the  only  inquiry  necessary  would  be,  whether  it  did 
so  interfere  with  the  proper  discharge  of  my  duties  at  the  Hospital  ; — 
a  supposition  too  unreasonable  to  be  made  the  basis  of  such  an  investi- 
gation. 

Its  introduction,  therefore,  could  only  have  been  upon  the  supposition, 
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that  the  certificate  was  given  under  circumstances  justifying  a  suspicion 
of  immorality  or  misconduct,  which,  if  established,  would  prove  me  un- 
worthy of  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  as  physician  of  the  Hospital, 
and  require  my  immediate  removal  ;  or,  in  plain  language,  that  the  cer- 
tificate was  knowingly  false,  and  given  from  corrupt  motives. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  I  am,  in  this  manner,  indirectly,  but  not  the  less 
pointedly,  called  upon  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  bribery,  corruption,  or 
conspiracy,  committed  in  order  to  procure  the  false  imprisonment  in  a 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  a  sane  and  helpless  woman — a  charge  involving  a 
degree  of  moral  turpitude,  from  which  I  should  have  supposed  that  an 
ordinarily  fair  reputation  acquired  in  a  professional  life  of  twenty  years 
in  a  community  like  this,  would  be,  at  least  upon  first  impression,  and 
without  some  very  satisfactory  proof,  a  sufficient  protection.  That  cases 
may  occur  of  flagrant  misconduct,  so  obvious  as  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  investigation,  and  so  obviously  disqualifying  a  public  officer 
as  to  require  his  instant  removal  from  public  service,  is  doubtless  true: — 
cases  in  which  the  nature  of  the  act  alone  considered,  and  the  unques- 
tionable propriety  of  immediate  discharge,  constitute  a  law  of  necessity 
paramount  to  all  the  ordinary  obligations  of  preliminary  inquiry.  But 
that  individuals,  because  holding  public  appointments,  are  to  be  arraigned 
and  tried  by  the  legislative  branch  of  a  municipal  government,  upon 
charges  or  insinuations  of  criminal  offences,  alleged  or  supposed  to  have 
been  committed  by  them  in  their  private  capacities,  and  not  in  discharge, 
nor  under  pretence  of  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  seems  to  me,  in 
my  humble  experience  and  apprehension,  a  new,  and  somewhat  startling 
proposition.  And  more  especially  must  I  consider  this  to  be  so  in  cases, 
where  the  act  done  is  one  of  ordinary  professional  obligation,  in  itself 
purporting  no  wrong,  and  which  could  be  shown  to  be  blameworthy  only 
by  proof  of  gross  wickedness  and  corruption  in  the  motives  for  perform- 
ing it- 

The  giving  of  such  a  certificate  is  indisputably  within  the  scope. of  my 
ordinary  duty  as  a  physician.  It  cannot  have  been  wrongfully  given 
unless  Mrs.  Kraitsir  is  not  insane,  and  unless  I  have  been  guilty  of  most 
culpable  corruption,  or  connivance  in  a  base  conspiracy  to  deprive  her 
of  personal  liberty.  If  I  have  been  thus  guilty,  the  Judicial  Courts,  or 
the  Grand  Jury,  I  respectfully  submit,  are  the  tribunals  to  which  I  should 
be  called  upon  to  answer.  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  if  the  City  Coun- 
cil were  disposed  to  resolve  themselves  into  a  bench  of  judges  or  a  panel 
of  jurors,  to  decide  upon  the  law  and  evidence  of  corruption  and  con- 
spiracy, or  into  a  committee  of  physicians  to  determine  a  question  of 
lunacy,  they  would  demand  of  me  the  surrender  of  the  rights  common 
to  all  other  men,  of  having  these  questions,  affecting  interests  much  dearer 
to  me  than  life,  passed  upon  by  those  whom  the  law,  the  common  pro- 
tector of  all,  has  appointed  for  this  purpose  ;  and  by  the  application  of 
those  principles  which  the  learning  and  experience  of  ages  have  estab- 
lished as  essential  to  the  preservation  of  individual  security  ;  and  which 
those,  thus  appointed,  are,  by  the  theory  and  practice  of  our  institutions, 
alone  competent  to  administer.  If  /am  to  be  thus  called  upon  to  de- 
fend myself  against  such  charges  or  insinuations,  I  perceive  no  distinction 


Rights  and  Duties  of  Municipal  Medical  Officers.  143 


that  can  exempt  the  City  Solicitor  from  being  in  like  manner  liable  to  be 
tried  for  qny  opinion  he  may  have  given  to  clients  in  the  course  of  his 
professional  practice  ;  nor  under  which  any  person,  receiving  appoint- 
ment from  the  Honorable  the  City  Council,  may  escape  from  being  thus 
subjected  to  an  investigation  into  the  fairness  of  any  bargain  he  may 
have  made  ;  or  of  the  propriety  of  his  domestic  behavior. 

On  this  part  of  the  case  I  have  only  to  add,  that  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  the  certificate  was  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  patient 
into  an  asylum  in  charge  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  accomplished 
and  conscientious  physicians  in  the  country,  and  under  the  constant 
supervision  of  a  Board  of  Trustees,  some  of  whom  visit  it  weekly,  and 
who  scrupulously  discharge  the  duty  of  inspecting  every  patient  and 
apartment;  and  whose  abilities  and  elevated  integrity  no  man  in  this 
community  will  venture  to  question, — the  supposition  that  I  should  dare 
to  give  a  false  certificate,  thus  exposing  myself  to  certain  detection  and 
consequent  shame,  and  necessary  forfeiture  of  all  professional  character, 
seems  to  involve  that  of  a  degree  of  infatuation  and  absurdity  on  my 
part  that  would  prove  myself  a  proper  subject  for  consignment  to  the 
same  institution. 

Permit  *me  further  to  suggest  whether  proceedings  of  this  nature,  to 
rompel  a  physician  to  make  public  disclosure  of  circumstances  commu- 
nicated to  him,  and  opinions  formed  in  the  discharge  of  private  profes- 
sional duty,  may  not  be  also  a  wrong  to  the  parties  most  immediately 
interested  in  them  ;  and  impose  upon  him  the  obligation  of  resistance, 
from  regard  to  the  sacredness  of  professional  intercourse, — that  he  may 
not  be  thus  made  the  instrument  to  exhibit  to  the  world  their  private 
griefs. 

I  have  the  best  authority  for  knowing  that  this  order  was  introduced, 
not  only  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  either  party,  or  the  coun- 
sel of  either,  but  that  the  procedure  was  greatly  deplored  by  them  all. 
And  under  other  circumstances  I  might  feel  that  1  ought  entirely  to  de- 
cline the  request  of  your  Honorable  Board  from  a  sense  of  duty  ;  that  I 
might  not  thus  cause  an  act,  done  in  the  discharge  of  professional  obli- 
gation, to  become  a  means  of  any  unnecessarily  extensive  and  perma- 
nent disclosure  of  the  misfortunes  of  either  of  the  parties. 

But  as  this  proceeding,  instituted,  as  is  supposed,  by  those  assuming 
to  act  as  the  friends  of  one  of  them,  has  placed  me,  without  my  agency 
or  fault,  in  a  position  before  the  public  calling  in  question  my  integrity 
and  humanity  in  the  most  revolting  form  ;  and  from  which  I  perceive  no 
relief,  but  by  proof  of  my  willingness  to  make  a  frank  disclosure  of  the 
circumstances  called  for  ;  and  as  the  unhappy  notoriety  already  given  to 
this  case  can  render  any  communication  of  my  knowledge  or  opinion  of 
comparatively  little,  if  of  any  further  prejudice  to  the  parties,  I  now 
place  one  in  your  hands,  to  be  used  as  you  shall  think  proper,  desiring, 
very  respectfully,  to  rest  upon  your  Board  or  the  City  Council  the  respon- 
sibility of  giving  to  it  any  greater  publicity  : — trusting  that  these  remarks 
with  which  I  have  thought  necessary  to  accompany  it,  will  not  be  attri- 
buted to  any  want  of  the  most  entire  respect  to  the  authority  from  which 
the  order  emanated,  or  the  request  accompanying  it,  but  only  to  a  sense 


144         Annual  Reports  of  Hospitals  arid  Lunatic  Asylums. 


of  my  obligations  to  myself,  and  to  the  profession,  of  which  I  am,  in  this 
instance,  constrained  to  act  as  the  humble  representative." 

[The  communication  alluded  to  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  certificate  in  question  was  given — showing  that 
Dr.  S.  was  called  upon  and  acted  in  the  case  as  a  private  physician  and  not 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital,  and  his  reasons  for  believing  the  lady 
insane.  The  particulars  would  be  uninteresting  to  the  majority  of  our 
readers.] 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   MARCH    21,  1849. 


Annual  Reports  of  Hospitals  and  Lunatic  Asylums. — The  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  Report  lies  before  us.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, managed  as  the  Institution  is  by  practical  business  men,  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  Hospital  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  income  from 
interest,  dividends,  subscriptions  for  free  beds,  and  other  sources,  during 
the  year  1S48,  was  $17,225  00.  The  expenses  were  $2S,005  38.  Average 
weekly  expense  of  each  patient,  $4,73,  which  is  91  cents  less  than  in 
the  preceding  vear.  The  present  estimated  value  of  the  productive  pro- 
perty is  $154,13382.  An  appropriate  and  respectful  notice  is  taken,  by  ihe 
Trustees,  of  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Enoch  Hale,  who  was  one  of  the 
visiting  physicians.  The  whole  number  of  patients  received  through  the 
year,  was  S04,  of  whom  514  were  males  and  290  females.  Of  these,  103 
died.  344  were  paying  patients,  and  460  had  the  benefits  of  the  Hospital 
gratuitously.  The  average  number  under  treatment  was  108 — and  the 
greatest  at  any  one  time,  124. 

In  connection  with  these  statistics,  is  the  report  of  Dr.  Bell,  in  regard  to 
the  McLean  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Somerville.  As  usual  with  these  annual 
reports,  it  shows  what  science  and  benevolence  have  accomplished  for  the 
wretched  beings  who  were  once  considered  beyond  the  reach  of  either. 
Happily,  the  people  everywhere  perceive  that  these  institutions  are  not 
experiments,  on  which  money  is  expended  to  no  good  purpose.  Legisla- 
tive bodies  throughout  the  country  are  vying  with  each  other  in  perfecting 
a  system  that  is  working  wonders  for  the  insane.  But  a  distinct  notice 
of  the  McLean  Asylum  is  due  to  its  reputation  and  that  of  its  active  medi- 
cal superintendent,  and  will  hereafter  have  a  place. 

Dr.  Brigham,  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  has  made 
his  sixth  annual  report  to  the  Legislature,  which  has  been  published, 
and  exhibits  the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  large  institution  confided 
to  his  charge.  The  income  in  184S  was  $74,708  59,  and  the  expenses 
$68,655  49,  leaving  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand  of  $6,053  10.  There  are 
points  discussed  in  this  document  of  exceeding  interest  to  society.  Dr. 
Brigham's  observations  on  hereditary  insanity ;  increase  of  the  malady; 
causes  ;  prevention,  prognosis,  and  the  medical  and  moral  treatment,  show 
with  what  profound  attention  he  weighs  every  circumstance  bearing  upon 
a  case.  Were  it  possible,  without  trenching  upon  the  claims  of  corres- 
pondents, whose  manuscripts  have  accumulated  of  late,  it  would  be  grati- 
fying to  transfer  to  the  pages  of  the  Journal  some  of  the  most  prominent 
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suggestions  contained  in  this  interesting  report.  We  may  do  so  at  a  con- 
venient time — from  a  conviction  that  Dr.  B.'s  views  on  the  subject  of  in- 
sanity will  always  command  the  respectful  attention  of  the  profession. 
Europe  cannot  boast  of  a  better  class  of  men  for  medically  superintend- 
ing lunatic  institutions,  than  are  now  in  commission  in  the  United  States. 
Their  official  reports  are  rich  in  thought,  pertinent,  eminently  practical, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  christian  benevolence. 

An  engraved  view  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum  (recently 
erected  at  Trenton),  accompanying  the  first  annual  report,  shows  the  edifice 
to  be  exceedingly  beautiful  externally.  The  interior  construction  is  also 
thought  by  many  to  be  altogether  superior  to  any  other  lunatic  asylum  in 
the  Union.  In  May  last,  patients  were  first  received.  H.  A.  Buttolph, 
M.D.,  is  the  superintendent  and  physician  ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Elliott,  assistant 
physician.  The  salary  of  the  first  is  $1500  ;  and  that  of  the  assistant, 
$500.  As  many  as  200  patients  could  conveniently  be  accommodated,  al- 
though the  present  number  is  only  S3.  A  detailed  account  by  the  mana- 
gers, of  the  various  arrangements  within  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the 
lunatics,  embracing  the  warming  apparatus,  bathing,  gas  fixtures,  water- 
forcing  machinery,  the  beauty  and  inviting  aspect  of  the  grounds,  &c, 
make  it  apparent  that  all  who  were  employed  to  carry  out  the  original 
design  of  the  Legislature,  were  truly  faithful.  Dr.  Buttolph's  report  from 
May  15  to  Dec.  31,  184S,  indicates  familiarity  with  the  duties  before 
him;  and  from  the  orderly  character  of  the  several  topics  discussed,  we 
should  judge  him  to  be  precisely  the  man  required  for  the  place. 

The  Butler  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  also  of  very  recent  construction, 
is,  too,  an  imposing  structure,  probably  as  complete  in  all  its  depart- 
ments as  any  in  New  England.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  describe,  with 
minuteness,  in  our  limited  space,  the  various  improvements  introduced 
into  the  most  recently-established  insane  retreats.  Those  who  are  so 
fortunate  as  to  receive  the  annual  reports,  will  there  find  the  particulars. 
In  the  thirteen  months,  says  Dr.  Ray,  the  medical  superintendent,  since 
the  Hospital  was  opened  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  156  patients  have  been  ad- 
mitted, 84  males  and  72  females.  56  have  been  discharged,  well ;  and  there 
were  remaining,  December  31,  100  patients.  Dr.  Ray's  report  is  a  sen- 
sible paper,  mailing  no  pretensions  to  show,  and  therefore  the  better  calcu- 
lated to  command  the  respect  of  those  who  appreciate  the  learned  gentle- 
man's philosophical  views.  A  series  of  resolutions  very  complimentary  to 
Dr.  Bell,  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  Somerville,  belonging  to  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Trustees,  are  appended  to  the  report,  in  which  it  is  acknow- 
ledged, in  a  handsome  manner,  that  they  are  wholly  indebted  to  him  for 
the  information  that  enabled  them  to  erect  the  very  perfect  structure  which 
is  now  the  just  pride  of  the  State. 


The  Plea  of  Humani/y  in  behalf  of  Medical  Education. — The  address 
delivered  before  the  New  York  Medical  Society  and  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  at  Albany,  February  6th,  by  Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.D., 
&c.  &c,  has  been  received.  It  fully  sustains  the  excellent  character  it 
was  represented  to  possess  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Journal  a  week  or 
two  since.  Dr.  Stevens  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, has  invariably  been  consistent  in  his  course,  and,  in  every  position 
in  which  he  has  been  placed,  exerted  himself  for  the  honor  and  claims 
of  the  brotherhood.  So  complete  was  the  analysis  in  the  Journal  that  it 
is  wholly  unnecessary  to  allude  further  to  this  excellent  address. 
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Medical  Intelligence. 


A  Plea  for  Obstetrics.— An  introductory  lecture  by  J.  Wiltbank,  M.D., 
of  the  Pennsylvania  College,  delivered  at  the  commencement  of  the  lec- 
tures, has  been  overlooked  for  some  time,  but  its  claim  to  special  notice  is 
by  no  means  impaired  by  delay.  It  is  a  sensible,  plain,  and  an  eminently 
judicious  discourse.  He  claims  nothing  for  himself,  but  much  lor  humanity, 
and  eulogizes  the  character  of  the  late  Dr.  Dewees,  which  he  would  have 
imitated  by  those  who  wish  to  be  both  good  and  great. 


Transylvania  University. — A  valedictory  address  to  the  medical  class  of 
the  present  year,  by  E.  L.  Dudley,  M.D.j  Professor  of  General  and  Pa- 
thological Anatomy  and  Physiology,  is  a  fine  specimen  of  lecturing.  Of 
his  scholarship  and  tact  in  writing,,  no  one  would  doubt,  who  peruses 
this  performance.  We  have  nowhere  heard  better  advice  to  young  physi- 
cians. It  is  clothed  in  excellent  language,  and  is  well  calculated  to  reach 
the  heart  and  chasten  the  affections,  while  it  keeps  constantly  before  the 
mind  the  importance  of  the  relation  which  exists  between  the  practitioner, 
his  patients  and  society.  Long  may  the  author  live  to  exhibit  the  value  of 
the  principles  he  has  forcibly  and  eloquently  taught  in  this  discourse. 


Syr.  Pruni  Virginia7i.ce. — Messrs.  Philbrick  and  Trafton,  of  this  city, 
have  prepared  a  syrup  of  the  wild  cherry,  which  is  noticed  with  favor  by 
practitioners,  [t  is  an  elegant  preparation,  in  common  parlance — a  dose 
being  from  one  to  two  fluid  drachms  for  adults,  given  as  frequently  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  attending  medical  adviser,  who  would,  of  course;  be 
influenced  by  the  age,  constitution  and  general  circumstances  of  the  pa- 
tient. As  a  basis  for  several  cough  mixtures,  by  adding  any  of  the  approved 
expectorants,  it  is  very  much  liked  ;  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  trial  in  ordi- 
nary practice.  There  is  no  secret  about  it,  and  no  pretensions  beyond  being 
a  convenient  and  really  useful  preparation  for  the  physician. 

A  variety  of  other  useful  preparations  may  be  found  mentioned  in  the 
advertisement  of  Messrs.  Philbrick  &  Trafton. 


Massachusetts  Medical  College. — At  the  semi-annual  examination  held 
on  the  2d  and  3d  of  March,  1849,  the  following  candidates  were  approved 
for  the  medical  degree  : — 

Leland  Howard  Angell,  dissertation  on  Tubercle  ;  William  Clarke  Beck- 
with,  Iodine;  Cornelius  Soule  Carter,  Causes  of  Decay  in  Human  Teeth; 
Octave  Fauvelle,  Blessures ;  Edward  Gage,  Odontiasis  ;  Isaac  Franks 
Galloupe,  Gastro-enteritis  Acutus  ;  Robert  Greer,  Dysentery  of  Temperate 
Climates;  George  Franklin  Jenks,  Medicine;  Edward  Kirby,  Typhus 
Petechialis  ;  Luther  Franklin  Locke,  Iritis  ;  Edward  George  McCormick, 
Chlorine  ;  William  Bowen  Morris,  Delirium  Tremens;  Paul  Louis  Nichols, 
Erysipelas;  Buford  Allen  Prewitt,  Typhoid  Fever;  John  Howard  Ricker, 
Rupture  of  the  Uterus  ;  Charles  Harrison  Shackford,  Pneumonia  ;  James 
Michael  Sharkey,  Croup  ;  John  Cauldwell  Sharp,  Prognosis;  John  Hanni- 
bal Sheppard,  Dyspepsia  ;  George  Rodney  Swetting,  The  necessity  of  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Principles  of  Health  ;  Jamps  Munroe  Underwood, 
Pertussis;  Alonzo  Carter  Webber,  Suppression  of  Menstruation;  Henry 
Willard  Williams,  Cancer  of  Uterus  ;  George  Sullivan  Woodman,  Emesis; 
Charles  Fessenden  Wyman,  Scarlatina.  0.  W.  Holmes, 

Dtan  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 
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U.  S.  Army  Medical  Staff. — An  act  increasing-  the  medical  staff  of  the  army  having  been  passed 
at  the  recent  session  of  Congress,  a  medical  board  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Assistant  Surgeons  will  be  convened  in  New  York  about  the  first  of  May  ensuing,  and 
will  continue  in  session  a  month  or  longer.  Candidates  being  between  21  and  28  years  of 
age,  should  make  application  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  proper  testimonials. 


Mortality  in  Boston — Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever. — To  the  Editor,  &c. — I  see  in  the  "  week- 
ly mortality,"  reported  in  a  late  Journal,  that  there  were  10  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  and  19  from 
measles.  This  is  turning  the  tables  indeed.  I  am  a  physician  in  some  practice,  and  occasionally 
visit  sick  folk.  I  am  called  to  cases  of  eruptive  disease  quite  often— generally  when  the  child  is 
very  ill.  I  am  told  the  disease  is  measles — "  that  they  have  been  out  some  days,  and  that  all  sorts 
of  means,  hot  saffron  tea,  hot  water,  and  hot  air,  have  been  most  abundantly  used  to  keep  them 
out — that  measles  are  a  very  simple  disease — that  advice  has  not  been  thought  necessary* — finally, 
that  things  did  not  look  well  to-day,  and  it  was  thought  safer  to  call  in  '  the  doctor.'  "  Now,  sir, 
all  this  is  literally  true.  I  have  found  two  children  with  measles,  so  called,  in  the  same  room. 
They  have  been  almost  dying  when  I  reached  them.  Most  malignant  scarlet  fever  was  present. 
The  functions  of  the  brain  were  almost  null.  A  matter,  most  offensive  in  smell,  and  profuse  in 
quantity,  was  pouring  from  nose,  eyes,  ears — more  resembling  that  from  glanders,  in  the  horse, 
than  any  other  disease — the  breathing  a  noisy,  rough,  apoplectic  stertor.  These  are  some  of  the 
appearances  presented  by  these  cases  of  measles.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  these  cases,  which 
have  been  not  infrequent  with  me,  have  all  been  fatal.  To  many  of  them  I  have  had  time  to 
make  but  a  single  visit  before  death  has  occurred. 

Now  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  weekly  reports  of  mortality  ?  I  answer,  that  not  in  a  single 
one  of  these  cases  have  I  been  asked  to  give  a  name  to  the  disease,  or  been  consulted  about  the 
return  to  the  Superintendent  of  Burials.  How  natural  for  the  parent  or  friend  who  first  gave  to  it 
a  name,  trealed  it  accordingly,  till  farther  treatment  would  have  been  as  cruel  as  useless — how 
natural  is  it  for  such  authorities  to  return  the  name  which  the  disease  has  borne  from  its  beginning 
to  its  fatal  termination  ! 

Whence  comes  domestic  nomenclature,  and  whence  the  domestic  treatment,  in  these  melan- 
choly premises ?  Who  has  taught  this  domestic  nosology — this  easy  diagnosis,  and  this  simple 
but  ill-ending  treatment  ?  We  live  in  an  age  of  progress,  and  let  medicine  be  true  to  its  demands. 
You  know  that  its  mythological  divinity  boasted  of  wings  to  secure  his  rapid  flight.  But  do,  sir, 
let  the  "  record  "  have  so  much  truth  in  it  as  to  give  to  science  some  evidence  of  its  probability. 
It  is  bad  enough  to  be  charged  with  killing  children  whose  disease  was  only  scarlatina.  To  be 
charged  with  letting  19  children  die  in  a  week  of  measles,  or  with  occasioning  so  many  deaths, 
may  to  the  sensitive  be  something  worse.  For  one,  I  can  hardly  believe  in  the  entire  correctness 
of  the  last  "  weekly  report "  but  one  touching  measles.  I  think  1  have  shown  how  easy  it  was  for 
reporters  to  err.  I  do  not  write  to  diminish  the  confidence  of  parents  or  friends  in  their  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  diseases  and  of  their  treatment.  Oh,  no.  I  write  that  our  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, which  are  matters  of  permanent  record,  should  have  all  the  accuracy  they  deserve,  and 
especially  that  "  reporters  "  of  such  bills  should  have  some  notion  of  the  responsibleness  of  their 
office. 

I  see  in  the  last  "  report"  of  mortality,  :3  deaths  from  measles,  and  a  sum  total  of  122  deaths 
for  the  week.  Is  not  this  amount  unparalleled  in  our  necrological  statistics  ?  It  far  exceeds  (he 
mortality  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  same  week,  while  our  population  is  not  half  that  of  Philadelphia. 
1  spoke  to  a  friend  in  large  practice  on  this  subject.  He  said,  in  a  former  epidemic  of  measles,  the 
mortality  was  large,  but  seemed  surprised  at  learning  that  in  two  weeks  the  deaths  had  been  37. 
As  an  old  friend,  now  long  dead,  used  to  say,  "I  never  lost  a  case  of  dysentery,"  I  may  truly 
sav,  that  I  have  not  lost  a  case  of  measles  this  season,  unless  it  has  passed  into  other  hands, 
which  vou  know  now  and  then  happens  in  the  best  regulated — faculty.  W.  C. 

Boston,  March  19,  1849. 


To  Correspondents. — A  reply  to  the  late  article  in  the  Journal  on  Insanity  in  Massachu- 
setts and  the  Construction  of  Lunatic  Asylums,  with  more  particular  reference  to  the  latter  point, 
has  been  received.  There  are  also  on  file  for  publication,  the  conclusion  of  the  sketch  of  Dr.  Bell, 
Prof.  Shipman's  second  letter  on  medical  matters  at  the  West,  Dr.  Bartle  t  on  Elaterium  in  Acute 
Hydrocephalus,  and  a  translation  of  Civiale's  mode  of  treating  Strictures  of  the  Urethra. 


Died,— In  New  York,  Charles  H.  Robertson,  M.D.,  59. — In  Boston,  Thomas  Gray,  M.D. — 
At  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  Dr.  Zagorski,  Prof,  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Medical  School 
of  that  city,  at  the  age  of  92. — In  London,  George  Fownes,  F.K.S.,  Prof,  of  Practical  Chemistry 
in  the  University  of  London. — At  Holme's  Hole,  Mass.,  Le  Roy  Yale,  M.D.,  46,  of  ship  fever. 


fleport  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  March  17th,  91. — Males,  40 — females,  51.— 
Of  consumption,  lb* — measles,  16 — scarlet  fever,  11 — infantile,  8 — erysipelas,  3 — lung  fever,  2— 
debility,  3 — syphilis,  1 — convulsions,  4 — child-bed,  3 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — pleurisy  fever,  2 — 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — old  age,  3 — puerperal,  1 — teething,  4 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — in- 
flammation of  the  bowels,  1 — bilious  fever,  1 — intemperance,  1 — canker,  1 — croup,  1 — disease  of 
the  stomach,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  50 — between  5  and  20  years,  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  19 — between  40  and 
60  years,  7— over  60  years,  9. 
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Cholera  in  Nashville,  Tenn. — Relation  to  Limestone. — We  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  Dr.  H.  B.  Walton,  of  Nashville,  giving  some  inte- 
resting particulars  in  relation  to  the  appearance  of  cholera  in  that  city.  He 
states  that  the  pestilence  first  appeared  there  about  two  months  since,  and 
that  the  average  mortality  from  it  had  been  about  two  a  day.  11  The 
weather,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  has  been  warm  and  wet.  But," 
he  adds,  "  the  point  to  which  I  wish  particularly  to  call  your  attention  is 
the  predilection  of  the  disease  for  a  certain  quarter  of  the  city.  It  has  pre- 
vailed almost  exclusively  about  a  particular  locality.  At  first,  this  appear- 
ed inexplicable;  but  since  reading  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Jackson  on  the  con- 
nection between  cholera  and  limestone  regions,  I  have  supposed  that  the 
cause  was  revealed.  A  large  portion  of  the  city  of  Nashville  is  supplied 
with  water  from  the  Cumberland  ;  citizens  in  other  parts  use  water  from 
springs  and  wells,  which,  of  course,  is  largely  impregnated  with  carbonate 
of  lime.  It  is  to  the  latter,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  that  cholera  has 
been  confined.  Two  cases  presented  themselves  which,  at  first,  I  suppos- 
ed, were  exceptions  to  the  rule.  One  was  a  lady,  who  resided  in  that 
portion  of  the  city  where  hydrant  water  is  used  ;  the  other  was  a  negro 
man  living  in  the  same  quarter  ;  but,  on  inquiry,  I  learned  that  the  former 
used  water  from  a  spring  in  the  cellar  of  her  dwelling,  and  that  the  latter 
had  been  laboring  in  the  vicinity  of  a  spring  from  which  he  obtained  all 
the  water  he  drank. 

A  large  majority  of  the  more  aggravated  cases  have  occurred  in  a  small 
neighborhood,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  spring  more  highly  charged  with  lime 
than  any  other  in  the  city.  Whether  it  is  to  the  use  of  this  water,  or  to 
some  other  cause,  that  the  disease  has  prevailed  in  this  locality  while  the 
city  has  been  exempt  from  it,  is  a  question  not  to  be  determined  without 
farther  observation." — Western  Journal  of  Med.  Surg. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. — At  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Albany,  Feb.  6, 
1S49,  the  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation :  Southern  Censorial  District — Drs.  A.  H.  Stevens,  New  York  ; 
Charles  S.  I.  Goodrich,  Brooklyn  ;  Willard  Parker,  New  York;  E.G. 
Ludlow,  New  York  ;  J.  R.  Manly,  New  York.  Eastern  District — Drs. 
R.  G.  Frar.y,  Columbia  ;  Simeon  Snow,  Montgomery  ;  J,  McNaughton, 
Albany;  T.  W.  Blatchford,  Renssellaer  ;  T.  R.  Beck,  Albany.  Middle 

District — Drs.  Henry  Mitchell,  Chenango  ;    Dehring,  Oneida;  Jenks 

S.  Sprague,  Otsego;  A.  Willard,  Chenango.  Western  District — Drs. 
Reynold  Coats,  Ontario  ;  Daniel  Jones.  Onondaga;  Alexander  Thompson, 
Cayuga  ;  Bryant  Burwell,  Erie  ;  G.  W.  Bradford,  Cortland. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Alleghany  County,  Pa.,  Dr. 
Joseph  P.  Gazzam  was  elected  delegate  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, to  meet  at  Boston. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians,  held  February 
6th,  1819,  the  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  American  Medical 
Association: — George  B.  Wood,  Francis  West,  Alfred  Stille,  George  W. 
Norris,  Isaac  Hays,  D.  Francis  Condie,  Henry  Bond,  Samuel  Jackson 
(late  of  Northumberland),  George  Fox,  Gouverneur  Emerson. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  held  January 
30th,  1849,  the  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  American  Medical 
Association  :— J.  H.  Yardley,  W.  H.  Klapp,  W.  Maybery,  M,  M,  Reeve, 
W.  B.  Page,  fit.  Gibbons,  T.  F.  Betton. 
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THE    MASSACHUSETTS  LEGISLATIVE    COMMITTEE    ON  INSANITY 
AND  THE  PLAN  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  2d  number  of  the  present  volume  of  this  Journal  will  be 
found  an  article,  relative  to  the  action  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of  insanity  in  that  State, 
in  which  your  correspondent  expresses  views,  entirely  in  opposition  to 
those  advanced  by  the  Committee,  and  in  a  form  that  cannot  but  attract 
attention,  proceeding,  as  they  evidently  do,  from  the  pen  of  one  who  has 
devoted  no  small  amount  of  time  and  study  to  subjects  of  this  nature. 

With  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  first  six  pages  of  the  remarks 
of  your  correspondent,  and  which  have  reference  to  the  number  of  insane 
in  the  State,  the  necessity  for  further  provision  for  their  accommodation, 
&c,  we  have  no  disposition  to  interfere,  though  it  is  obvious  that  his 
views  on  these  points  are  not  universally  adopted.  Nor  would  we  ask 
the  use  of  your  pages,  for  any  remarks  on  the  concluding  portion  of 
his  essay,  did  we  not  believe  that  the  conclusions  there  adopted,  in 
reference  to  the  New  Jersey  Hospital  (the  plan  of  which  has  been 
unanimously  recommended  by  the  Legislative  Committee),  are  not  justi- 
fied by  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  which  we  certainly  believe  are  very 
far  from  being  the  sentiments  of  anything  like  a  majority  of  those  who 
now  have  charge  of  the  institutions  for  the  insane  in  this  country. 

In  any  discussion  upon  the  plan  of  the  New  Jersey  Hospital,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  a  State  institution,  and  is  intended  to  accom- 
modate not  less  than  200  patients.  A  smaller  institution,  or  one  intended 
for  a  different  class  of  patients,  would  of  course  require  a  modification 
of  that  plan,  in  many  important  particulars.  Although,  as  far  as  we 
can  learn,  no  one  has  ever  thought  of  claiming  perfection  for  the  New 
Jersey  plan,  still,  where  best  known  and  understood,  it  is  not  considered 
so  very  defective,  or  so  much  behind  the  age,  as  your  correspondent 
would  seem  to  intimate,  but  that  those  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
are  quite  willing  openly  to  assume  all  the  responsibility  which  rightfully 
belongs  to  them.  It  seems  to  us  a  matter  of  little  moment  where  the  plan 
originated,  and  it  is  only  to  exculpate  innocent  parties,  if  there  is  any- 
thing radically  vicious  in  it,  that  we  refer  to  this  part  of  the  subject  at  all. 

in  the  first  place,  then,  the  plan  sketched  by  the  late  Dr.  Lee,  in 
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1836,  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  under  notice,  as  it  had  never  been 
seen  by  the  party  who  suggested  that  adopted  in  New  Jersey,  nor  by 
the  architect;  and  the  philanthropic  Miss  Dix — the  results  of  whose i 
labors  are  now  seen  in  so  many  States  of  the  Union — certainly  is  in  no 
way  responsible  for  any  part  of  it ;  although,  if  it  is  deemed  of  any  im- 
portance, we  may  state  the  fact,  that  when  the  plan,  after  its  adoption  by 
the  Commissioners,  was  shown  her,  it  met  her  entire  approbation,  and  has 
since  that  time  been  repeatedly  recommended  by  her  to  the  attention  of 
those  making  inquiries  on  the  subject.  The  fact  that  Dr.  Lee  had  pre- 
viously recommended  one  somewhat  similar,  only  goes  to  show  that  prac- 
tical men,  without  any  communication  with  each  other,  often  arrive  at  the 
same  conclusions. 

The  history  of  that  plan,  so  far  as  New  Jersey  is  concerned,  is  simply 
this.  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  erect  the  hospital,  as  is  usual, 
visited  a  number  of  the  best  institutions  in  the  United  States,  and  con- 
sulted with  those  entrusted  with  their  management,  as  to  the  requirements 
for  such  an  establishment  ;  and  after  mature  deliberation,  unanimously 
adopted  the  sketch  sent  them  by  the  Physician  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital  for  the  Insane.  An  architect  was  subsequently  appointed,  and 
this  sketch,  with  a  specification  of  details,  was  placed  in  his  hands,  and 
from  them  he  prepared  the  drawings  from  which  the  building  was  put  up, 
and  which  although  embracing  most  of  the  main  features  of  the  plan, 
was  in  a  few  respects  materially  modified  in  the  details,  and  it  is  in 
reference  to  these  that  the  gentleman  who  gave  the  original  sketch  is 
unwilling  to  assume  any  responsibility.  It  may  also  be  stated,  that  mo- 
tives of  economy  led  to  some  other  modifications  which  were  not  con- 
sidered by  him  as  improvements.  The  credit  of  the  exterior,  so  effectively 
worked  out,  is  entirely  due  to  the  architect. 

These  facts,  or  most  of  them,  might  have  been  known  to  your  cor- 
respondent, as  they  are  distinctly  stated  on  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
missioners and  in  their  published  reports,  and  were  reiterated,  and  the 
responsibility  of  the  plan  assumed,  in  an  article  on  the  construction  and 
management  of  hospitals  for  the  insane,  published  in  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January,  1845;  so  that  it  is  scarcely 
fair  to  say,  that  no  one  is  willing  to  take  a  proper  share  of  responsibility 
in  regard  to  its  paternity. 

This  plan  was  not  claimed  as  in  any  way  original — it  was  intended  to 
embrace  the  good  features  of  several,  and  was  only  recommended  because 
it  was  believed  that  it  would  give  the  State,  at  a  moderate  cost,  a  hos- 
pital having  many  good  points,  and  clear  of  many  of  the  defects  of  exist- 
ing institutions. 

We  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear,  from  such  a  source,  such  criti- 
cisms on  the  style  of  architecture  adopted  at  Trenton,  and  intimations  of 
extravagance  in  this  respect.  Now,  although  "  a  rose,  by  any  other 
name,  will  smell  as  sweet,"  still  a  very  different  impression  may  be 
made  by  the  language  used  in  describing  a  building ;  and  to  those  who 
have  never  visited  the  institution,  "  immense  stucco  pillars,  heavy  dome, 
Italian  campaniles,  projecting  Tuscan  roof,"  "  better  fitted  for  the  capitol 
of  a  great  State,  than  for  the  home  of  the  pauper  insane,"  may  give  a 
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very  different  impression  from  saying,  as  the  architect  has  said  emphati- 
cally, that  "  it  is  in  the  simplest  style  of  architecture,"  that  a  project- 
ing roof  protects  the  building,  that  a  plain  and  cheap  dome  makes  a 
convenient  room  for  the  water  tanks,  and  that  some  brick  columns, 
rough  cast,  form  a  part  of  the  portico,  which  was  intended  to  make  the 
entrance. 

It  was  felt,  too,  by  all  concerned,  that  such  a  structure  should  have 
certain  features  to  mark  it  as  being  something  more  than  an  immense 
factory — an  appearance  occasionally  observed  in  such  buildings,  and 
which  the  good  taste  of  your  correspondent  would  lead  him  to  condemn 
in  the  strongest  terms.  It  is  believed  that  no  more  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  ornamental  work,  than  was  necessary  to  effect  this  object,  and  to 
prevent  this  noble  charity  from  being  externally  a  State  deformity,  made 
more  conspicuous  by  the  beautiful  site  selected  for  it.  It  may  also  be 
remarked,  that  it  is  not  alone  for  "  the  pauper  insane  "  that,  it  has 
been  built — it  is  for  the  relief  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State  when  thus 
afflicted,  that  it  has  been  prepared. 

The  fact  that  this  large  building,  more  than  500  feet  in  front,  three 
stories  high,  "  stucco  pillars,  dome,  Italian  campaniles,  Tuscan  roof," 
and  all,  has  been  put  up  for  $80,000,  proves  conclusively  that  little 
purely  ornamental  has  been  done  upon  the  work.  Except  the  portico, 
the  general  style  of  the  New  Jersey  Hospital  is  by  those  in  its  neighbor- 
hood considered  so  plain  and  unostentatious,  that  at  first  we  supposed 
your  correspondent  could  scarcely  be  serious  in  this  portion  of  his  remarks. 

The  cost  of  the  heating  apparatus,  of  the  fixtures  for  lighting  by  gas, 
of  the  very  perfect  arrangements  for  cooking  and  distributing  food,  for 
conveying  messages  to  and  from  different  parts  of  the  building,  of  the 
wash  and  bath  rooms,  of  the  water  closets,  of  the  furniture,  and  fixtures, 
of  the  general  wash  house  and  drying  rooms,  &tc,  in  a  building  like  that 
at  Trenton,  may  either  be  complete  as  they  are  there,  or  reduced  to  that 
low  scale  which  results  from  the  mistaken  belief  that  a  small  original 
expenditure  is  a  proof  of  economy  ;  but  with  some  experience  in  these 
matters,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  all  these  arrangements, 
carried  out  fully  to  the  completeness  found  at  the  New  Jersey  Hospital, 
although  originally  involving  a  large  expenditure,  will  in  the  end  be  found 
truly  economical,  and  much  cheaper  than  those  of  a  less  perfect  or  less 
permanent  character. 

In  reference  to  what  your  correspondent  has  been  pleased  to  style 
m  grotesque  blunders,"  a  few  words  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  sat- 
isfy the  readers  of  the  Journal,  that  all  the  blunders,  at  least,  do  not 
belong  to  the  planners  or  builders  of  the  New  Jersey  Hospital.  For 
example,  it  is  stated  by  your  correspondent,  as  a  proof  of  the  want  of 
"  a  governing  professional  mind,"  that  in  the  plan  published  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  "  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
front  doors  of  the  mansion  are  the  only  places  for  the  ingress  or  egress  of 
patients  or  others,  cured,"  &lc.  Now  this  arrangement  of  doors  is  really 
the  plan,  so  far  as  that  story  is  concerned,  was  always  intended  to  be 
so,  and  this  peculiarity  or  u  omission  "  has  never  been  "  cured  "  nor 
subjected  to  treatment  for  its  removal,  from  the  simple  fact,  distinctly 
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shown,  too,  on  the  plan,  and  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners,  that 
it  represents  the  "  principal  story  "  which  is  of  course  near  12  feet  from 
the  earth,  having  a  basement  story,  entirely  above  ground,  under  the 
whole  of  it,  and  through  which  patients  and  others  are  expected  to 
pass,  and  in  which  will  be  found  their  doors  of  ingress  and  egress  !  The 
doors  in  the  mansion  referred  to,  are  solely  for  those  who  have  business 
in  that  part  of  the  centre  building.  The  "  other  equally  grotesque 
blunders "  not  being  specified  by  your  correspondent,  we  may  be  ex- 
cused for  inferring  them  to  be  of  a  somewhat  similar  character. 

As  respects  the  central  corridor,  so  much  objected  to  by  your  corres- 
pondent, we  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  there  is  a  diversity  of  opi- 
nion among  individuals  of  equal  experience.  Our  own  view,  which  we 
believe  will  be  found  to  be  the  prevalent  one,  is  that  in  State  institutions, 
containing  200  or  more  patients,  they  are  unobjectionable,  provided,  as 
at  Trenton,  there  are  large  and  comfortable  parlors  (not  two  small  bed- 
rooms thrown  together)  and  dining  rooms  in  connection  with  all  the 
wards,  and  both  extremities  of  every  ward  finished  in  their  whole  ex- 
tent by  moveable  glazed  sashes,  or  where  coming  in  contact  with  the 
central  building  by  ample  open  spaces,  fitted  up  in  the  same  way,  so  as 
to  admit  an  abundance  of  light  and  air.  Where  no  parlors  are  provided, 
or  where  the  ends  of  the  corridors  are  obstructed,  as  at  the  Butler  Hospital, 
a  single  range  of  rooms  is  desirable,  if  not  indispensable.  It  must  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  this  single  range  of  rooms  is  a  novelty  just  intro- 
duced to  us  from  Great  Britain,  for  it  has  been  in  constant  use  in  a  well- 
known  institution  of  our  own  country  for  more  than  thirty  years.  The 
F riends'  Asylum  at  Frankford,  Pa.,  which  is  built  in  this  manner,  and 
has  been  as  much  visited  and  talked  and  written  of  as  any  other,  was 
opened  in  1817,  and  if  that  plan  possessed  such  extreme  advantages,  or 
was  the  only  one  comporting  with  the  advanced  slate  of  knowledge  of 
the  age,  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  of  the  24  institutions  which 
have  been  opened  since  the  Friends'  Asylum,  or  are  now  being  put  up, 
so  far  as  we  know  it  has  been  followed  but  in  a  single  instance.  In  a 
small  institution  this  plan  is  always  admissible,  but  the  extreme  length 
required  for  a  building  for  two,  three  or  four  hundred  patients,  and  the 
large  additional  expense  that  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  we  consider 
sufficient  to  forbid  the  adoption  of  that  plan  for  large  State  institutions. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  because  there  is  a  basement  (above 
ground)  at  Trenton,  on  that  account  "  every  person  about  the  establish- 
ment is  obliged  daily  to  clamber  up  the  unnecessary  steps."  One  of  the 
wards  is  on  the  basement  level,  so  will  be  the  wards  for  the  worst  pa- 
tients ;  and  in  all  the  wards,  so  complete  are  the  arrangements,  that  it 
is  rare  that  either  patients  or  attendants  will  have  to  leave  them,  except 
when  going  out  to  work,  walk  or  ride. 

The  position  of  the  kitchen,  in  the  New  Jersey  Hospital,  is  on  many 
accounts  very  desirable,  and  we  have  not  found  it  liable  to  the  objec- 
tions mentioned  by  your  correspondent ;  but  if  preferred,  it  may  be 
placed  in  the  rear.  The  wash-room  for  clothing  at  Trenton  is  not  in  the 
building  at  all,  but  in  a  detached  structure,  as  we  thiuk  it  always 
should  be. 
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The  basement  story  gives  great  facilities  for  having  workshops,  at  all 
times  accessible  to  patients. 

We  have  yet  to  learn  why  the  violent  and  noisy  patients,  placed  at 
the  extreme  end  of  the  second  range  of  wings,  extended  as  at  Trenton, 
are  further  from  the  central  offices  or  more  difficult  of  inspection  than  if 
the  second  range  was  placed  at  right  angles  to  the  first.  The  distance 
travelled  should  of  course  be  understood  to  be  under  the  roof  of  the 
building  ;  for  crossing  open  yards  for  this  purpose,  or  for  taking  patients 
to  the  chapel,  especially  at  night  or  in  inclement1  weather,  we  should  con- 
sider entirely  inadmissible.  We  have  found  no  disadvantage  in  the  pa- 
tients of  the  two  upper  wards,  mingling  as  far  as  they  do  in  simply  pass- 
ing to  and  from  the  chapel,  in  which,  of  course,  let  them  come  by  what 
route  they  may,  they  are  seated  together.  Such  extreme  strictness  of 
classification  we  consider  neither  important  nor  desirable. 

In  regard  to  the  central  inspection  room,  so  highly  lauded  by  your  cor- 
respondent, and  from  which  the  attendants  are  to  watch  their  wards,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  should  object  to  them  in  any  posi- 
tion, when  they  must  of  necessity  obstruct  the  free  passage  of  air,  and 
thus  create  the  necessity  for  the  single  range  of  rooms,  with  which  they 
have  been  connected.  For  devoted  as  we  are  to  a  forced  ventilation  for 
all  hospitals,  we  think  it  folly  to  refuse  to  derive  all  the  advantage  we 
can  from  a  natural  ventilation.  We  have  always  supposed  that  during  the 
day  it  was  the  business  of  the  attendants  to  be  in  the  wards  among  the 
patients,  and  not  in  their  rooms — certainly  both  attendants  should  never 
be  absent  at  the  same  time,  and  at  night  the  watching  should  be  en- 
trusted to  other  persons.  Those  attendants  who  during  the  day  per- 
form their  arduous  and  responsible  duties  among  the  patients,  faithfully, 
have  need  of  undisturbed  rest  at  night,  and  have  a  right  to  expect  it. 
The  simple  care  of  an  adjoining  dormitory  may  not  be  objectionable ; 
but  if  the  watching  of  a  ward,  even  in  the  day  time,  is  entrusted  to  an 
attendant  in  his  room,  we  feel  very  sure  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  will 
cease  to  be  watched  at  all. 

The  New  Jersey  plan  admits  of  the  arrangement  of  all  the  court  yards 
that  are  required,  without  their  being  overlooked  to  an  extent  that  will 
prove  injurious  to  any  of  the  patients. 

Your  correspondent  states  that  there  is  no  forced  ventilation  at  Tren- 
ton. Our  impression  has  been  different ;  and  if  there  is  not  a  forced 
ventilation  there,  it  can  only  be  because  those  who  control  the  institu- 
tion do  not  choose  to  have  it.  The  flues  are  all  there,  ample  in  number 
and  size  ;  the  large  upright  shafts,  properly  located  and  built  expressly 
for  the  purpose,  are  there,  and  the  whole  system  can  at  any  time  be  put 
in  operation.  The  horizontal  flues  are  not  "inordinately  long,"  cer- 
tainly not  longer  than  they  would  be  with  the  wings  at  right  angles  to 
each  other.  The  mode  of  ventilation  is  thus  described  by  the  architect 
in  the  published  account  of  the  building.  "  A  large  flue  or  air-trunk  is 
constructed  at  each  end  of  the  corridors,  with  partitions,  so  that  each  cor- 
ridor will  have  an  ascending  or  descending  current,  as  the  season  or 
state  of  the  atmosphere  may  demand.  These  air-trunks  will  terminate 
below  in  an  air-drain,  which  will  again  terminate  at  the  necessary  fire» 
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p!aies  of  the  establishment,  or  at  points  distant  from  those  places,  at 
fires  provided  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  impure  air.  Above,  the 
air-trunks  will  terminate  in  a  shaft  or  chamber,  which  forms  an  orna- 
mental erection  over  the  roofs  of  the  pavilions  centre  and  extreme,  and 
the  impure  air  will  be  burned  off  at  these  points  if  further  forced  action 
is  necessary.  Flues  of  ventilation  from  every  room  are  connected  with 
the  main  trunks  ;  the  regulation  of  the  supply  of  fresh  warm  air,  and 
the  valves  for  ventilation,  are  so  proportioned  that  currents  of  air  will 
be  entirely  avoided.  It  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  managers  to  cool  the 
air,  in  the  chambers,  and  distribute  it  over  the  house  in  summer."  We 
concur  heartily  in  all  your  correspondent  says  about  the  importance  of 
forced  ventilation  for  hospitals,  and  if  it  is  not  found  at  Trenton,  it  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be,  and  in  great  perfection. 

In  the  New  Jersey  plan,  the  lodge  buildings  may  be  arranged  so  as 
to  be  as  easy  of  inspection  and  of  access,  as  in  any  other.  No  one  can 
estimate  more  highly  than  we  do,  the  importance  of  constant  supervision 
of  the  best  kind  for  this  class  of  patients. 

We  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  your  correspondent  "  boldly 
hazarding  the  opinion,  that  it  [the  New  Jersey  plan]  will  never  again 
be  fixed  in  bricks  and  mortar  "  !  That  prediction,  so  fearlessly  made, 
is  already  in  process  of  being  falsified,  for  the  Pennsylvania  State  Hos- 
pital at  Harrisburg  is  actually  being  put  up  on  the  same  general  plan, 
the  main  features  of  which,  we  learn  from  an  intelligent  friend,  who 
has  visited  them,  are  also  about  to  be  carried  out  in  the  hospitals  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois. 

Although  facetiously  styled,  by  your  correspondent,  "a  thing  of  shreds 
and  patches,"  we  have  little  doubt  but  that  at  the  end  of  ten  years  our 
reputation  as  a  prophet  will  be  as  good  as  his,  if  we  express  our  firm 
belief,  that  within  that  period,  the  plan  under  notice  will  be  copied  more 
frequently  in  the  United  States  than  that  of  any  other  institution  which 
has,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  built  anywhere. 

Should  the  plan  of  the  New  Jersey  Hospital  be  adopted,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Massachusetts  Legislative  Committee,  it  will  of  course  be 
deemed  within  the  proper  line  of  duty  of  a  building  committee,  to  make 
such  internal  alterations  as  experience  has  shown  to  be  desirable.  The 
occupation  of  such  a  building,  or  of  any  building,  rarely  fails  to  suggest 
some  improvement  not  before  thought  of.  As  far  as  the  first  year's 
use  of  the  New  Jersey  Hospital  goes,  we  believe  we  are  fully  authorized 
to  say,  that  its  estimable  Physician,  who  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  other  well-conducted  establishments,  and  who  has  recently  visited 
most  of  the  best  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  although  in  no  way  re- 
sponsible for  the  plan,  still  believes  that  under  notice  one  of  the  best 
anywhere  to  be  found  ;  and  if  required  to  put  up  a  building  for  a  similar 
purpose,  would  not  change  materially,  if  at  all,  the  essential  features  of 
that  at  Trenton,  and  which  are  so  little  esteemed  by  your  correspondent. 

Your  correspondent  has  detailed  what  he  deems  the  objections  to  the 
New  Jersey  Hospital,  some  of  which  we  have  attempted  to  remove  or 
explain.  Ma}'  we  be  allowed  to  state  some  of  the  advantages  we  believe 
it  possesses  ?    Among  them  are  the  following: — 
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As  a  whole,  it  presents  a  respectable  architectural  appearance,  while 
little  has  been  expended  on  what  is  purely  ornamental. 

The  cost  of  construction  is  as  little  as  could  be  expected  for  any  build- 
ing of  equal  capacity. 

It  has  only  two  stories  above  the  basement,  except  in  the  centre  and 
pavilions,  and  the  basement  is  above  ground. 

The  officers  and  others  employed  have  comfortable  private  apartments. 

With  the  lodges,  the  classification  will  be  complete  for  at  least  seven 
classes  of  each  sex. 

Its  wards  are  all  of  moderate  size,  are  open  and  cheerful  at  both  ex- 
tremities— all  the  rooms  are  pleasant,  and  it  is  clear  of  the  many  objec- 
tions to  wings  at  right  angles  to  each  other. 

Nearly  every  ward  has  a  separate  parlor  and  dining  room,  while  all 
have  very  perfect  arrangements  for  wash  and  bath  rooms,  water  closets, 
clothes  rooms,  attendants'  rooms,  modes  of  communicating  with  the  base- 
ment, kitchen,  &c. 

Comfortable  work  rooms  or  school  rooms  are  provided  in  the  building, 
easily  accessible  to  the  patients. 

The  chapel  is  approached  from  every  part,  without  going  into  the  open 
air,  and  without  any  intermingling  of  patients  that  is  injurious. 

The  wards  for  violent  and  noisy  patients  will  be  easily  accessible,  and 
as  near  the  centre  as  is  desirable. 

The  heating  of  the  building  is  by  steam,  admirably  arranged,  and  there 
is  provision  for  an  efficient  forced  ventilation. 

Gas,  made  on  the  premises  at  a  small  expense,  is  used  for  lighting 
every  part  of  the  Hospital. 

In  a  new  structure,  a  greater  height  of  ceiling,  somewhat  larger  rooms, 
and  some  modifications  in  the  internal  arrangements,  not  numerous,  nor 
changing  the  character  of  the  plan,  might  be  desirable. 

Your  correspondent  thinks  it  necessary  to  declare  that  "  no  iota  of 
pique  or  prejudice  "  had  entered  his  mind  or  exercised  any  influence  in 
causing  his  criticisms  upon  the  report  of  the  Legislative  Committee. 
Such  a  disclaimer  ought  not  to  be  required  from  any  one,  and  those  who 
indulge  such  a  suspicion  must  forget  how  easy  and  how  common  it  is  to 
find  radical  differences  of  opinion,  on  such  questions,  between  individuals 
of  equal  honesty  and  sincerity — equally  anxious  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  insane,  in  every  way,  and  who,  too,  have  had  something  at 
least  approaching  the  same  kind  and  amount  of  experience.  Your  cor- 
respondent, we  feel  quite  sure,  will  appreciate  our  motives  in  attempting 
to  controvert,  some  of  his  opinions  in  reference  to  the  New  Jersey  Hos- 
pital, and  will  rejoice,  as  much  as  any  one,  if  good  results  to  the  insane 
from  our  diversity  of  views,  and  from  the  frank  expression  of  them,  in 
reference  to  the  points  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  bring  before  the  no- 
tice of  your  readers. 

March,  1849. 
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SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS —NO.  II. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  J ournnl .  | 

Give  every  man  thine  ear,  but  few  thy  voice  : 
Take  eacli  man's  censure  j  but  reserve  thy  judgment." — Shakspeare. 

DR.    JOHN   BELL  CONCLUDED. 

The  above  advice  is  practically  illustrated  in  the  daily  "  walk  and 
conversation  "■  of  Dr.  B.  No  man  in  Philadelphia,  whose  influence  ap- 
proaches his,  can  be  pointed  out  with  less  of  the  genus  irritabile  medico- 
rum.  At  least,  very  little  of  it  appears  above  the  surface  ;  and  Dr.  Bell 
has  few,  very  few  enemies.  This  is  the  more  strange,  inasmuch  as  his 
editorial  labors,  one  would  suppose,  would  have  forced  him  into  collisions 
where  otherwise  he  would  not  be. 

For  some  years  he  was  President  of  a  Phrenological  Society,  which 
was  very  active  in  the  early  history  of  the  science.  Its  collection  of 
skulls,  casts  and  busts,  is,  we  believe,  now  in  the  Academy  of  Natural 
Sciences.  Speaking  of  phrenology,  Dr.  B.,  according  to  its  own  rules, 
must  necessarily  believe  its  tenets.  It  is  said  that  he  has  one  of  the 
largest  heads"  in  the  city  ;  and  that  he  has  amused  himself  by  calling 
at  the  various  hat  stores,  to  inquire  for  a  hat  to  fit  him  ;  pretending  to 
want  one  at  once.  The  obliging  hatter  would  try  one  hat  after  another, 
until  his  stock  was  exhausted,  and  the  anxious  customer  would  be  forced 
to  leave,  and  try  another,  with  the  same  success. 

Dr.  B.'s  height  is  about  five  feet,  seven  and  a  half  inches  ;  very  spare 
— at  least  he  was  formerly,  and  appeared  much  like  a  walking  ghost. 
Since  his  marriage,  however,  which  occurred  about  seven  years  since,  he 
appears  much  improved.  A  wrinkled,  care-worn  face,  which  when  it 
smiled,  appeared  like  a  smile  under  snow,  is  now  lighted  up  with  a  more 
joyous  expression,  and  his  fine  teeth,  instead  of  exhibiting  almost  a  fero- 
cious grin  when  he  smiles,  adorn  a  large  but  benignant  mouth,  and  add 
much  to  the  expression  of  his  features.  An  expansive  head,  with  hair 
becoming  gray  and  somewhat  thin,  surmounts  a  neck  which  in  walking  is 
nearly  erect  and  steady.  His  limbs  move  like  machinery,  and  his  eyes 
are  kept  straight  before  him.  With  a  white  cravat,  Dr.  B.  might  be 
taken  for  a  sedate  clergyman.  His  mode  of  salutation  is  by  a  gentle  nod 
of  the  head  ;  while  his  deep  gray  eyes  are  but  slightly  influenced  by  a 
scarcely  perceptible  contraction  of  the  corners  of  his  mouth.  His  dress 
is  always  plain,  but  neat,  and  does  not  particularly  attract  the  attention 
of  the  beholder.  He  does  not  appear  to  think  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  a  doctor  wear  black  cloth. 

Early  in  life  Dr.  B.  went  on  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  and  visited 
various  parts  of  Europe,  and  has  many  warm  friends  now  abroad,  whose 
acquaintance  was  made  while  in  foreign  countries.  This  practice,  by  the 
bye,  of  young  men  taking  charge  of  an  East  Indiaman,  and  going  on  a 
three  years'  voyage,  seems  to  be  out  of  fashion.  Formerly  it  was  a 
very  common  practice — and  many  of  our  distinguished  men  refer  with 
pleasure  and  profit  to  the  vicissitudes  and  instruction  accompanying  these 
voyages. 

Dr.  B.  is  a  member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  the  Col- 
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lege  of  Physicians,  Medical  Faculty,  and  a  host  of  other  medical  and 
scientific  associations  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  He  is  a  very 
good  linguist,  particularly  is  he  well  versed  in  the  modern  European 
languages.  As  a  writer,  we  have  heard  good  judges  complain  of  his 
style  as  being  verbose  and  desultory.  Yet  the  following  passage,  which 
occurs  in  a  critique  of  his,  on  the  life  of  Dr.  Goldsmith,  appears  to  us 
to  be  terse  and  to  the  point.  "  The  inference  from  this,  which  we 
would  impress  on  a  youth  yet  undecided  as  to  his  future  career,  is,  to 
go  through  regularly,  systematically,  perseveringly,  if  not  enthusiasti- 
cally, the  course  of  studies  which  he  has  once  begun.  No  possible 
circumstance  in  after  life  can  justify  a  boy's  neglecting  the  attainment  of 
elementary  learning  ;  nor  ought  any  apology  be  received  from  parent, 
guardian  or  teacher,  who,  yielding  to  the  wilfulness  or  dazzled  by  the 
precocity  of  the  boy,  fails  to  keep  him  on  the  beaten  track,  and  to  pre- 
pare him  to  act  the  part,  with  advantage,  of  the  collegian  first,  and  the 
useful  man  of  the  world  afterwards."  It  must  be  recollected  that  Mil- 
ton wrote  in  long  periods,  even  to  the  extent  of  pages,  in  his  prose 
writings  ;  yet  no  one  doubts  his  vigor  and  terseness. 

But  we  must  close — by  adding  only  one  more  remark,  and  that  is, 
that  Dr.  Bell  is  now  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  we  suppose  not  more 
than  4S  or  at  most  50  years  of  age,  and  capable  of  filling  the  highest 
chair  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  institutes  of  medicine,  or  materia  medica, 
in  the  United  States.  And  we  hope  soon  to  see  him,  by  his  modest  but 
acknowledged  worth,  placed  in  a  position  to  teach  his  profession  ex 
cathedra.  Cato. 


DEATH  FROM  CHLOROFORM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — An  erroneous  notice  of  the  following  case  having  appeared 
in  some  of  the  newspapers,  I  am  induced  to  send  it  to  you  for  publica- 
tion. I  think  it  is  not  without  interest  to  the  profession,  while  the  in- 
vestigation is  still  in  progress  as  to  the  utility  and  safety  of  the  anaes- 
thetic agents  now  so  generally  employed.  Yours,  he. 

Boston,  March  17,  .1849.  John  Jeffries. 

March  7,  1849,  1  was  called  at  about  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  visit  Abby 
Pennock,  said  to  be  17  years  of  age,  a  domestic  in  a  family  of 
high  respectability,  residing  in  Mount  Vernon  street.  I  found  her  dead 
under  the  following  circumstances.  The  body  was  lying  on  a  feather 
bed,  on  the  left  side,  with  the  head  bent  forwards  to  the  edge  of  the 
pillow ;  the  arms  crossed  ;  the  right  hand,  containing  a  linen  handker- 
chief crushed  into  a  small  compass,  was  pressed  with  such  force  upon 
the  upper  lip  and  nose  as  to  produce  considerable  distortion.  The  left 
forearm  crossed  the  right,  as  if  to  aid  the  pressure  upon  the  mouth  ;  the 
knees  were  drawn  high  up  in  the  bed  ;  the  eyes  were  open,  and  the  pu- 
pils dilated  ;  her  night  cap  was  tied  very  tightly  under  the  chin  ;  the 
bed-clothes  were  drawn  over  the  head  ;  the  face,  especially  at  the  lower 
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part,  the  throat,  chest  and  arms,  were  quite  livid  ;  the  body  was  warm, 
and  exceedingly  rigid,  so  much  so,  that  in  forcing  the  hand  from  the 
mouth  the  whole  body  was  turned  over  ;  the  handkerchief  which  she 
held  had  a  faint  smell  of  chloroform.  From  the  impression  on  the  soft 
bed  it  appeared  that  she  had  not  moved  from  the  position  assumed  on 
first  lying  down.  No  phial  containing  chloroform  or  any  drug  could  be 
found  about  the  room  ;  but  there  was  lying  on  the  table  a  piece  of  pa- 
per having  the  appearance  of  having  been  recently  used  as  an  envelope 
for  a  phial.  Having  determined  to  make  a  more  full  examination  of 
the  body  in  the  afternoon,  it  was  left  nearly  as  found. 

At  4  o'clock,  iJ.  M.,  the  autopsy  was  made,  being  conducted  by  Dr. 
J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  with  the  following  results.  The  lividity  and  rigidity 
had  decreased  since  the  morning.  A  little  bloody  froth  was  noticed  at 
the  mouth.  On  removing  the  body  from  the  bed,  a  two-ounce  phial 
was  found  under  the  body,  containing  chloroform,  from  which  (as  wras 
subsequently  ascertained)  three  drachms  of  the  fluid  had  been  taken. 
This  circumstance,  in  connection  with  the  other  appearances,  showed  the 
cause  of  death  to  have  been  the  influence  of  chloroform.  It  remained 
therefore,  to  investigate  what  were  the  effects  upon  the  various  parts 
of  the  body. 

The  muscles  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition.  The  left  lung 
was  livid  and  much  congested  throughout,  but  most  so  on  the  dependent 
part.  The  lower  lobe  and  the  posterior  portion  of  the  upper,  upon  the 
right  side,  presented  the  same  dark  purple  color  as  the  left,  but  the  middle 
lobe  and  anterior  portion  of  the  upper  were  of  a  bright  scarlet  color  exter- 
nally and  throughout  their  substance.  This  last  portion  was  not  con- 
gested. The  bronchi  contained  some  frothy  fluid.  At  the  rima  glottidis 
there  was  a  thickening  on  each  side,  with  an  excoriated  surface  for  about 
three  or  four  lines.  Something  of  the  same  kind  was  noticed  in  the 
fauces  near  to  the  glottis.  The  thymus  gland  was  large,  its  cavity  con- 
taining a  pur'rform  fluid  as  usual  in  children.  The  heart  appeared  to  be 
unusually  empty  and  was  flaccid — the  ventricles  having  lost  their  con- 
vexity, and  having  (alien  into  a  somewhat  concave  form.  The  heart 
contained  a  little  blood.  The  blood  was  everywhere  perfectly  liquid, 
with  the  exception  of  one  very  small  coagulum  in  the  right  side. 

The  stomach,  which  contained  about  ten  or  twelve  ounces,  mostly  of 
fluid,  with  some  solid  contents,  in  a  state  of  partial  digestion,  appeared 
healthy,  except  two  small  patches  of  congested  vessels  near  the  lesser 
curvature.  There  was  no  odor  nor  appearance  to  indicate  the  presence 
of  any  drug  in  the  stomach.  The  small  intestines  at  the  upper  part, 
were  healthy,  having  their  laeteals  crowded  with  chyle.  At  the  lower 
part  the  small  intestines  were  in  a  state  of  decomposition,  being  brown  or 
green  in  parts,  and  most  offensively  foetid.  Nothing  attracted  attention 
in  the  large  intestines,  which  were  somewhat  offensive,  except  a  devia- 
tion in  anatomical  structure,  of  occasional  occurrence,  in  that  the  caput 
coli  was  less  bound  by  several  inches  to  the  right  ileum  than  is  usually 
the  case.  The  spleen  was  larger  than  common,  perhaps  slightly  congest- 
ed, and  a  little  darker  than  usual.  When  incised  it  appeared  some- 
what granular.     The  liver  was  healthy,  and  the  gall-bladder  nearly 


Elaterium  in  Acute  Hydrocephalus. 


159 


empty.  The  kidneys  were  healthy — that  of  the  left  side,  being  the 
lower  one,  was  a  shade  darker  than  the  right.    Bladder  healthy. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  were  perfectly  normal.  There  was  no 
congestion  of  vessels,  no  change  of  color  or  consistence  of  the  substance 
of  the  organ. 

Some  appearances  of  other  organs,  which  could  not  arise  from  the 
influence  of  chloroform,  are  purposely  omitted. 

It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  this  person  was  in  the  habit  of  in- 
haling ether  or  chloroform  for  the  purpose  of  producing  intoxication  ;  that 
she  had  done  so  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  and  that  she  procured  that 
which  was  found  in  her  bed,  on  the  same  evening.  She  had  eaten  * 
.supper  about  6  o'clock,  and  retired  about  9  o'clock.  At  half  past  9 
she  was  noticed  to  be  in  the  same  position  as  found  in  the  morning,  and 
did  not  answer  a  question  put  to  her  by  another  female  occupying  the 
same  room,  and  was  supposed  to  be  asleep. 

From  this  narrative  it  appears  to  be  conclusive  that  she  died  from  the 
use  of  chloroform,  the  particular  effects  of  which  were  seen  in  the 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  and  the  peculiar  oxygenation  in  a  part  of  them — 
in  the  emptiness  of  the  heart,  and  in  the  fluidity  of  the  blood.  And 
it  is  a  point  of  interest  that'  the  brain  was  so  free  from  congestion  or  other 
abnormal  appearances,  especially  when  considering  the  stricture  made 
about  the  throat  by  the  string  of  her  cap.  The  quantity  used  was  less 
than  is  used  by  surgeons  and  physicians  in  daily  practice.  Hence  it 
would  appear  that  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  is  more  dangerous  than 
it  is  supposed  to  be  by  many.  Ought  not  the  vending  of  this  and  like 
agents  to  be  prohibited,  as  in  the  case  of  poisonous  drugs,  except  to  the 
order  of  a  responsible  person  ?  And  should  not  its  use  be  discounte- 
nanced except  under  the  supervision  of  a  physician  ?  It  would  seem, 
also,  that  she  did  not  take  the  chloroform  with  a  suicidal  intention,  but 
in  order  to  drown  her  consciousness ;  but,  like  some  other  inebriates,  she 
ventured  too  near  the  grave  to  prevent  becoming  herself  its  victim. 


ELATERIUM  IN  ACUTE  HYDROCEPHALUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Str, — The  peculiar  virtues  of  elaterium  as  a  hydragogue  cathartic,  would 
seem  to  indicate  its  adaptation  in  the  treatment  of  local  as  well  as  general 
dropsy.  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  this  remedy  in  cases  of  effusion 
resulting  from  pleuritis.  In  the  case  of  one  patient,  a  strong  man,  effu- 
sion had  followed  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  sufficient  to  fill  the  right  cavity 
of  the  thorax  to  the  top  of  the  fourth  rib  when  standing,  as  indicated  by 
percussion.  The  respiration  was  much  hurried  when  at  rest ;  and  the 
slightest  exertion,  such  as  walking,  brought  on  violent  dyspnoea. 

The  patient  was  directed  to  take  of  elaterium,  gr.  ss.,  every  two 
hours  till  it  should  operate.  After  the  second  dose,  according  to  his  re- 
port— "  he  vomited  more  water  than  he  had  swallowed  in  the  previous 
two  days ;  and  also  had  several  watery  discharges  from  the  bowels.  Im- 
mediate relief  of  the  dyspnoea  followed."    On  examination  of  the  chest 
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by  percussion,  the  sounds  elicited  were  nearly  alike  and  normal  on  both 
sides.  Its  action,  therefore,  in  such  cases  renders  it  a  valuable  remedy, 
as  it  removes  the  water  in  a  few  hours,  while  some  modes  of  treatment 
would  require  days. 

It  is  well  known,  however,  that,  in  cases  like  the  above,  there  is  not 
necessarily  great  danger.  Water  in  the  cavities  of  the  chest  resulting 
from  acute  inflammation  may  be  removed  by  other  remedies,  or,  at  any 
rate,  in  time  by  the  "  powers  of  nature." 

But  the  result  is  far  different  when  effusion  follows  inflammation  of  the 
brain.  And  it  is  in  this  disease  that  the  remedy  under  consideration 
deserves  a  trial.  My  attention  has  been  directed  to  its  use  in  a  case  re- 
cently. The  patient,  a  girl  4  years  old,  had  a  severe  attack  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain,  attended  for  the  first  two  days  with  slight  symptoms 
of  scarlatina.  Leeches  were  applied  several  times,  which  with  the  other 
usual  remedies  afforded  temporary  relief  merely.  The  disease  run 
rapidly  through  the  several  stages,  and  on  the  eleventh  day  seemed 
about  to  terminate  fatally.  The  usual  symptoms  of  effusion  were  fully 
developed  ;  such  as  complete  unconsciousness,  the  eyes  drawn  to  one 
side,  the  pupils  constantly  dilated,  paralysis  of  one  arm  and  leg.  Elate- 
rium was  directed  to  be  given  in  one-twentieth-grain  doses  till  it  should 
operate.  After  the  third  dose  was  taken,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
nurse,  "she  vomited  at  least  half  a  pint  of  water,  and  had  several  wa- 
tery discharges  from  the  bowels."  She  appeared  very  much  relieved. 
The  medicine  was  continued  in  small  doses.  Soon  the  powers  of  life 
began  to  rally.  Consciousness  returned.  It  was  several  days,  however, 
before  she  was  able  to  speak.  There  was  slight  paralysis  of  one  arm 
and  leg  for  several  weeks  after  convalescence.  But  she  continued  to  im- 
prove gradually,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  weeks  was  restored. 

Now  there  are  several  points  of  interest  in  the  above  case.  And  in 
the  first  place,  was  there  really  an  effusion  of  water  within  the  cra- 
nium ?  In  regard  to  this  question,  it  may  be  said,  that  all  the  usual 
symptoms  of  effusion,  which  can  be  ascertained  before  death,  were  pre- 
sent. In  the  second  place,  how  was  the  water  removed  ?  It  is  true 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  was  discharged.  And  it  is  proper 
here  to  state  that  the  patient  had  not  been  able  to  swallow  two  ounces 
of  water  in  the  previous  twenty-four  hours — on  account  of  apparent  pa- 
ralysis of  the  muscles  of  deglutition. 

We  have  all  witnessed  the  peculiar  action  of  elaterium  in  producing 
watery  discharges.  Is  it  not  philosophical  to  conclude,  that  by  this  ac- 
tion water  is  drawn  into  the  intestinal  canal  from  every  part  of  the  body  ? 
And  if  there  is  an  unusual  quantity  deposited  in  the  brain,  when  sub- 
jected to  its  potent  power,  why  should  not  that  organ  yield  up  its 
extraneous  contents  ?  Is  there  such  a  change  in  the  brain  after  inflam- 
mation and  effusion  as  to  render  it  incompatible  with  a  continuance  of 
its  functions,  provided  the  water  can  be  speedily  removed  ? 

When  we  consider  the  frequency  and  fatality  of  effusion  resulting  from 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  especially  among  the  young,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  subject  of  great  practical  interest,  and  worthy  of  the  most 
earnest  investigation,  whether  there  is  a  remedy  on  which  we  may,  with 
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any  good  degree  of  confidence,  depend,  in  the  last  stage  of  this  disease. 
I  have  written  these  thoughts  and  suggestions  with  a  desire  for  infor- 
mation, and,  if  you  see  fit,  for  publication  in  your  Journal. 
Somervillc,  March  15,  1849.  Yours,  he. 

J.  E.  Bartlett. 


MEDICAL  PRACTICE   AT  THE  WfcST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  last  letter  I  endeavored  to  give  some  insight  into  the 
ways  and  means  of  doing  medical  business  in  the  West,  and  espe- 
cially the  free  use  of  quinine  in  malarious  diseases  was  dwelt  upon 
at  some  length,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  explain  some  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  prejudices  against  this  article  were  based.  Amongst 
the  reasons  which  were  there  given  for  these  prejudices,  which  exist  with 
the  people  at  large,  1  did  not  mention  the  clamor  which  quacks  have 
raised  for  their  own  selfish  interests.  While  we  are  willing  to  give  some 
of  them  all  due  credit  for  their  ignorance  in  believing  what  they  solemnly 
tell  their  patients,  that  quinine  is  a  most  "poisonous  mineral"  that  it  is 
arsenic,  in  fact,  in  its  worst  form,  and  that  it  will  get  into  their  bones  and 
stay  there  during  their  natural  lives  (which,  by  the  way,  will  be  short), 
and  will  account  satisfactorily  for  all  the  subsequent  bad  symptoms  which 
ever  present  themselves  ;  there  are  others,  who  with  less  ignorance,  yet 
more  dishonesty,  declaim  most  vehemently  against  it,  but  at  the  snme 
time  ply  the  patient  with  it  in  disguise,  and  use  it  as  indiscreetly  as 
though  it  were  some  mild  remedy  incapable  of  doing  either  harm  or 
good.  I  cannot  but  think  that  some  very  respectable  physicians  are  in 
error  on  one  special  point  in  connection  with  the  use  of  this  drug.  It 
is  a  common  thing  for  regular  physicians,  in  answer  to  the  question, 
supposing  you  meet  with  a  case  of  inflammatory  disease  (phrenitis,  for 
example),  and  mistaking  it  for  an  attack  of  remittent  fever,  administer 
60  grains  of  quinine,  what  would  be  the  effect  ?  to  say  that  no  kind 
of  harm  will  follow — that  in  truth  it  is  a  proper  prescription,  because  the 
malarious  influence  would  be  met  by  the  medicine,  which  destroys  what 
agency  it  has  in  the  aggravation  of  the  case  ;  for  these  men  will  give 
(and  that  very  properly,  too)  quinine  in  combination  with  other  reme- 
dies in  a  great  variety  of  inflammatory  affections  of  the  viscera.  In 
some  of  these  diseases,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  safety  of  the  patient 
requires  its  exhibition  ;  but  it  should  be  done,  in  my  opinion,  with  some 
caution.  This  doctrine,  of  a  medicine  as  efficient  as  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  doing  neither  harm  nor  good,  is  in  my  judgment  contrary  to  all 
analogical  reasoning — contrary  to  common  sense  and  to  common  obser- 
vation. Granting,  for  a  moment,  that  the  doctrine  is  true  that  the  medi- 
cine does  no  harm  when  given  under  a  false  diagnosis — as,  for  instance, 
in  phrenitis — does  it  do  no  harm  in  an  alarmingly  severe  disease  to  rely 
on  an  inefficient  medicine  ?  Where  will  your  patient  be  in  seven  or 
fourteen  days,  in  phrenitis,  with  nothing  but  the  quinine  given  as  a  remedy  ? 
But  they  may  answer,  that  if  the  medicine  did  not  allay  the  fever  in  24 
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or  48  hours,  then  they  might  begin  to  question  the  accuracy  of  their 
diagnosis,  and,  right  about  face  with  their  treatment,  prescribe  the  proper 
articles.  But  this  would  be  about  as  dangerous  an  experiment  as  that 
of  the  hunter  who  entered  the  cave  in  search  of  rabbits,  and  found 
himself  in  a  nest  of  panthers.  Or  like  the  boy  who  climbs  to  the  top 
of  a  dry  tree  to  get  at  a  nest  of  woodpeckers,  and  finds,  on  thrusting 
his  arm  into  the  hole,  a  serpent  instead  of  the  harmless  birds.  But 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  its  harmless  character  under  any  and 
all  circumstances.  Many  well-authenticated  cases  are  on  record,  where 
very  severe  symptoms  were  induced,  and  even  death  itself,  by  an  inor- 
dinate dose.  A  large  dose  of  from  20  to  60  grains  taken  in  health,  will 
in  a  majority  of  instances  produce  decided  physiological  phenomena. 
That  it  will  produce  a  fit  of  intermittent  fever,  when  thus  taken,  I  have 
most  serious  doubts.  No,  not  doubts,  I  know  that  it  will  not,  for  I  have 
tried  the  experiment  repeatedly  on  my  own  person  and  that  of  others, 
too  often  to  be  deceived.  Its  effects  are  not  by  any  means  uniform  in 
like  doses  and  in  apparently  like  circumstances.  One  person,  on  taking 
20  grains,  experiences  no  appreciable  difference  in  feeling,  either  in  mind 
or  body.  Another  will  have  a  feeling  of  pressure  on  the  head,  ringing, 
buzzing  noises  in  the  ears,  a  sense  of  heat  and  thirst,  an  exhilarating 
feeling,  as  after  taking  wine,  opium  or  coffee.  This  effect  will  generally 
be  uniform  in  the  individual  when  in  health.  A  larger  dose,  as  60  to  80 
grains,  will  produce,  in  the  one  who  is  insensible  to  a  small  dose,  but 
little  or  no  effect ;  while  the  other  will  be  most  seriously  influenced,  and 
perhaps  life  would  be  endangered.  Widely  as  the  operation  differs  in 
health,  in  disease  the  variation  is  still  more  striking.  Aside  from  tem- 
perament, idiosyncrasy,  habit,  and  all  the  other  circumstances  which 
may  attend  the  disease,  the  modus  operandi  will  vary  greatly.  In  pure 
malarious  fevers,  uncomplicated  with  local  inflammation,  its  judicious 
employment  is  safe  and  salutary  in  the  highest  degree,  and  even  in 
some  of  the  inflammatory  disorders  of  malarious  districts  the  testimony 
of  a  host  of  discriminating  practitioners  is  given  in  its  favor.  But  in 
cases  attended  with  gastro-enteritis,  meningitis,  or  when  a  strong  determi- 
nation of  blood  to  the  brain  is  present,  its  employment  should  be  care- 
fully avoided.  This  is  not  supposition  ;  I  have  noted  it  in  practice,  and 
have  had  confirmation  of  it  in  the  experience  of  others..-  In  typhus  or 
the  typhoid  fevers  of  malarious  regions,  its  use  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  the  safety  of  the  patient,  and  will  often  cut  short  the  disease.  The 
same  fevers  in  non-malarious  districts  are  aggravated  by  it,  and  often,  I 
am  convinced,  it  has  no  small  share  in  hurrying  on  a  fatal  termination. 
This  depends  most  probably  on  the  pathology  of  the  disease  being  dis- 
similar. The  New  England  States,  and  also  New  York,  and  the  hilly  and 
mountainous  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  are  affected  occasionally  with  fevers 
of  a  simple  continued,  typhoid,  or  typhus  type  ;  and  in  some  seasons  the 
mortality  is  very  great,  out  of  all  manner  of  proportion  to  that  of  mala- 
rious countries.  Now  the  practice  is  as  different  in  the  two  regions  as  is 
the  true  pathology.  In  the  West,  the  physician  may  in  reality  take  to 
himself  more  credit — may  with  more  propriety  say  I  cure  fever,  than  his 
eastern  brother.    A  careful,  temporizing  course  must  mark  the  practice 


Medical  Practice  at  the  West. 


163 


of  the  eastern  man.  The  western  physician  lays  his  hand  on  a  potent 
agent,  and  without  fear  makes  a  dash  at  the  disease  and  conquers  it. 
While  at  the  East,  his  boldness,  like  that  of  a  prudent  and  wary  gene- 
ral, is  best  displayed  in  falling  into  no  ambush  ;  in  keeping  open  a  road 
for  a  retreat,  as  well  as  sending  out  skilful  and  prudent  advance  guards 
to  see  the  way  clear  for  his  march  onward.  Sins  of  omission  are  more 
commendable  in  eastern  than  western  practice.  I  will  now  give  my 
reasons  for  this.  And  these  reasons  are  not  given  loosely,  but  have  grown 
out  of  demonstrative  evidence.  Having  practised  in  both  regions  and 
observed  the  fevers  of  both  countries,  I  made  a  series  of  experiments  with 
the  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  carried  these  experiments  as  far  as  prudence 
and  humanity  dictated.    I  arrived  at  a  few  of  the  following  results. 

That  in  all  simple  continued  fevers,  of  the  synocha  or  synochus  type, 
if  given  in  efficient  doses,  of  say  from  10  to  20  grains,  so  far  from  being 
beneficial,  quinine  would  aggravate  all  the  symptoms.  If  given  in  small 
doses  of  from  1  to  5  grains,  its  effects  were  inappreciable,  or  but 
little  increased.  The  time  of  administration,  also,  made  some  difference 
as  to  the  effect.  If  given  at  the  onset,  in  the  same  way  that  we  would 
to  break  up  a  malarious  fever,  its  action,  1  found,  was  not  the  same  as  when 
given  at  a  later  stage.  In  the  early  stage  it  would  not  appear,  as  a  gene- 
ral thing,  to  have  that  pernicious  influence  which  was  observed  later  in 
the  course.  This  may  seem  strange,  until  we  look  a  little  closer  at  the 
pathology  of  non-malarious  or  Eastern  fevers,  which  are  generally  de- 
pendent on  local  contagion,  epidemic  diathesis,  gastro-intestinal  hyper- 
emia, the  effects  of  cold  on  the  system — having  a  wider  range  of  causes 
by  far  than  Western  diseases,  which  are  generally  dependent  on  that 
wide-spread  poison  which  we  term  malaria.  Now  when  a  case  of  fever, 
of  a  non-malarious  nature,  has  passed  into  the  second  or  third  stage,  most 
likely  there  is  some  local  inflammation  produced,  either  by  the  nature  of 
the  case,  or  the  bad  treatment  of  the  doctor  ;  and  this  local  complaint  is 
either  in  the  meninges  of  the  brain,  or  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane ;  and  here  quinine  will  do  decided  mischief.  I  could  cite  a  great 
many  cases  of  this  description.  A  patient,  in  the  third  week  of  con- 
tinued fever,  has  a  red  dry  tongue,  low  muttering  delirium,  profuse  colli- 
quative sweats,  a  small  weak  pulse,  and  great  prostration  of  strength,  with 
all  the  other  symptoms  of  a  bad  case  of  typhoid  fever.  This  state  has 
altered  but  very  little  for  a  week.  Or  a  patient  with  the  above  symp- 
toms may  have  laid  in  this  condition  30,  or  even  60,  days.  You  pre- 
scribe sulphate  of  quinine  for  the  first  time,  perhaps  as  a  tonic — and  ionics 
he  certainly  requires.  One  grain  an  hour  is  therefore  prescribed  ;  or 
what  is  more  generally  the  case,  from  3  to  5  grains  every  4  hours.  But 
instead  of  a  salutary  operation  as  a  tonic  or  a  febrifuge,  a  most  striking 
aggravation  of  the  principal  symptoms  ensues  ;  and  unless  you  withhold 
the  medicine,  death  may  close  the  scene.  This  has  been  so  uniform  an 
effect  in  my  practice,  that  I  have  ceased  to  give  sulphate  of  quinine 
where  any  evidence  of  local  inflammation  existed,  especially  of  the 
gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane,  or  of  the  brain.  JNor  is  it  the  best 
kind  of  tonic,  in  my  opinion,  in  those  cases  of  fever  requiring  supporting 
treatment.    It  irritates  the  inflamed  surfaces,  and  locks  up  the  secretions 
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of  the  sub-mucous  glands,  without  exhibiting  any  of  those  tonic  qualities 
which  we  require  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  low  forms  of  fever. 

The  physicians  of  the  West,  who  have  had  great  experience  in  the 
exhibition  of  quinine,  and  in  fever,  hold  dissimilar  views  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  its  tonic  qualities.  But  I  believe  the  majority  of  them  do 
not  consider  it  as  a  direct  tonic  or  stimulant ;  and  that  is  most  probably 
true.  A  sedative  it  most  certainly  is.  But  there  are  other  qualities 
which  render  it  invaluable  as  a  febrifuge,  far  above  anything  and  every- 
thing which  has  been  used  in  the  treatment  of  fever  ;  and  however  much 
people  will  clamor  when  in  health  against  its  imaginary  evils,  when  pros- 
trated by  disease  they  will  call  on  the  rejected  and  slandered  friend. 

Fertile  and  exhaustless  as  is  this  subject,  I  will  leave  it  for  the  present, 
and  add  something  upon  the  use  of  other  medicines  which  have  had  a 
name  and  been  used  as  a  substitute  in  malarious  diseases. 

Respectfully  yours,  A.  B.  Shipman. 

Indiana  Med.  Coll.,  Laporte,  Jan.  20,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   MARCH    2  8,    18  49. 


Privileges  of  Medical  Students  in  Ohio. — An  important  decision  was 
recently  made  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  with  reference  to  the  right? 
and  privileges  of  medical  students  and  the  schools  of  medicine  in  that 
State.  Students  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  sought  admission  to  the 
Commercial  Hospital,  in  Cincinnati,  upon  equal  terms  with  those  of  the 
Ohio  Medical  College  ;  but  the  Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  so 
admitted. 


Sources  and  Benefits  of  Professional  Earnestness.— k  more  vigorous, 
practical  illustration  of  the  characteristics  of  a  proper  medical  education  has 
not  been  given,  than  may  be  found  in  a  valedictory  discourse  at  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Ohio,  March  3d,  by  John  P.  Harrison,  M.D.,  dean  of  the  fa- 
culty. Earnestness  developes  the  man,  makes  him  happy,  renders  him  use- 
ful, creates  a  favorable  notice,  draws  down  blessings  on  the  individual,  and 
lastly,  according  to  the  energetic  author's  philosophy,  consummates  the 
great  purpose  of  his  earthly  mission.  Next  in  value  to  the  propositions 
upon  which  the  arguments  in  favor  of  earnestness  are  based,  the  truth  of 
which  is  apparent,  is  the  brevity  of  the  professor's  farewell  to  the  class, 
which  is  in  excellent  keeping  with  the  sentiments  it  inculcates.  Long 
speeches  are  as  much  to  be  dreaded  as  a  self-limited  disease  ;  and  the  pub- 
lic speaker  who  has  the  wisdom  to  be  short  and  to  the  point,  has,  in  our 
estimation,  an  unclouded  prospect  of  future  distinction. 


Ether  and  Chloroform — Discovery  and  Physiological  Effects. — A  repub- 
lication of  several  papers  from  the  pen  of  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.D.,  which 
originally  appeared  in  this  Journal  and  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  has  been  made  in  a  form  convenient  for  circula» 
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tion,  and  desirable  to  possess,  from  the  circumstance  that  the  series  of  pa- 
pers, in  their  present  order,  are  of  importance  in  perpetuating  the  early 
fads,  discoveries  and  experiments  in  anaesthetic  surgery.  A  reprint,  also, 
of  the  same  gentleman's  practical  paper  on  the  employment  of  a  new  agent 
in  the  treatment  of  strictures  of  the  urethra,  may  be  consulted  with  marked 
advantage.  Dr.  Bigelow  evinces  a  most  commendable  industry  in  medical 
literature,  in  connection  with  extensive  scientific  attainments. 


Rock  Island  Medical  School. — Illinois  does  not  intend  to  be  without  her 
quota  of  medical  education  machinery,  so  actively  operating  in  the  other 
States.  Although  the  idea  of  a  school  at  Rock  Island  was  ridiculed,  when 
first  suggested,  the  people  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  are  not  to  be  laughed 
out  of  a  favorite  project.  Affairs  are  in  a  satisfactory  train  for  carrying  out 
the  design  of  the  projectors.  Such  is  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Rock  Island- 
ers, that  a  public  meeting  was  held,  and  it  was  recommended,  that  a  sub- 
scription should  be  opened  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, &c,  for  the  new  school.  About  fifty  students  were  matriculated  for 
the  first  course  of  lectures,  and  twenty  are  candidates  for  the  doctorate  ! 
An  address  by  M.  L.  Knapp,  M.D.,  President  and  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutics,  has  come  from  the  press,  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  forgoing  intelligence.  Dr.  Knapp  is  in  buoyant  spirits,  cheer- 
ed by  the  expectation  of  a  complete  realization  of  the  hopes  of  all  friends 
to  the  measure. 


Medical  Department  of  the  Army. — We  have  received  official  notice 
that  a  Board  consisting  of  Surgeons  Thomas  G.  Mower,  R.  C.  Wood  and  I. 
M.  Cuyler,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Thomas  Henderson,  has  been  ordered  to 
convene  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  1st  of  May  ensuing,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  Assistant  Surgeons  for  promotion,  and  such  applicants  for 
appointment  in  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Army,  as  may  be  invited  to  pre- 
sent themselves.  The  Board  will  continue  in  session  for  a  month  or  longer. 
Candidates  being  between  the  ages  of  21  and  28  years,  should  forward 
their  applications  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  by  respectable 
testimonials  of  moral  character  and  physical  qualifications.  There  are 
nine  vacancies  existing  in  the  medical  department  in  the  grade  of  Assistant 
Surgeons. 


New  England  Botanico-Medical  College.  —  From  the  Worcester  Botanic 
Journal,  the  annexed  information  is  extracted. 

41  The  bill  granting  a  charter  to  the  New  England  Botanico-Medical 
College,  under  the  above  title,  has  already  been  engrossed  in  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  and,  in  a  few  days,  will  unquestionably  pass 
to  be  enacted.  The  bill,  on  the  whole,  is  ample  in  its  provisions,  and  will 
place  the  Institution  essentially  on  a  level  with  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Berkshire  Medical  Institution  at 
Pittsfield.  The  remonstrance  of  three  delegates,  appointed  by  the  Coun- 
sellors of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  it  is  true,  has  availed  to  effect  a 
slight  modification  of  the  bill  ;  but  this  interference,  so  manifestly  illiberal, 
will,  we  are  confident,  ultimately  turn  to  our  ad  vantage,  rather  than  to  our 
injury.  It  cannot  fail  to  produce  with  an  enlightened  public,  a  sympathy 
in  our, favor ;  and  we  shall,  at  length,  secure  greater  privileges,  than,  we 
should  otherwise  have  ventured  to  ask." 
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The  profession  in  Massachusetts,  after  an  uninterrupted  effort  of  forty 
years  to  educate  men  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  the  practice  of  medicine, 
may  now  hang  their  heads  in  shame  and  humiliation.  If  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  fountain  of  law,  has  no  higher  perception  of  what  is  due  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  age,  the  floodgates  might  as  well  at  once  be  opened, 
and  allow  every  man  to  do  what  he  chooses,  without  reference  to  the 
opinions  or  interests  of  any. 


Carotid  Aneurism. — Dr.  J.  M.  Green,  of  Macon,  Geo.,  has  had  something 
of  a  scientific  controversy  with  Dr.  P.  F.  Eve,  editor  of  the  Southern  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  in  regard  to  a  case  of  carotid  aneurism,  and  some 
remarks  on  the  diagnosis  of  that  disease,  published  in  the  latter  gentle- 
man's Journal.  A  pamphlet  is  now  abroad,  giving  a  full  history  of  the 
difficulty.  On  account  of  the  historical  facts  brought  together,  touching 
the  opinions  and  operations  of  distinguished  surgeons,  and  the  comments 
and  explanatory  items  of  Dr.  Green,  the  whole  is  worth  reading.  We 
should  not  presume  to  decide  who  is  right  or  who  is  wrong,  when  two 
such  doctors  disagree. 


Lowell  Bill  of  Mortality. — As  usual,  this  is  a  methodically-constructed 
document.  The  number  of  deaths,  in  184S,  was  less  than  in  the  preced- 
ing year,  although  smallpox  arid  dysentery  prevailed  to  an  unusual  extent. 
The  observations  of  Dr.  Brown,  the  City  Physician,  at  the  close,  are  very 
judicious  and  appropriate.  He  warns  the  municipal  authorities  that  there 
are  causes  at  work,  which  in  a  long  series  of  years,  unless  removed,  will 
produce  disastrous  effects  on  the  public  health. 


Rush  Medical  College. — On  the  22d  of  February,  degrees  were  conferred 
at  this  institution,  located  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  A  discourse  by 
Dr.  Brainard,  the  professor  of  surgery,  is  represented  to  have  been  very 
able  in  defence  of  the  science  of  medicine  against  the  hostility  and  per- 
petual warfare  of  ignorant  empirics.  Eighteen  gentlemen  received  their 
diplomas  and  the  decree  of  M.D.  Professor  Blaney  announced  that  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  Thomas  Hall,  of 
Toulon,  111.,  and  James  H.  Buel,  of  Williamsport,  Ind. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. — The  following  gentle- 
men were  elected  delegates  from  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  to  the 
National  Mediral  Association  to  be  held  in  May,  1S49  : — 

Dr.  David  Kin?,  President  of  the  Society;  Drs.  S.  Augustus  Arnold 
and  George  Capron,  Vice  Presidents;  Drs.  Usher  Parsons,  Joseph  Man- 
ran.  Lewis  L.  Miller,  Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  Ex-Presidents  ;  George  L. 
Collins,  Sylvanus  Clapp,  Asa  W.  Ballon. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Providence  Medical  Association,  March 
5th,  the  following  aentlernen  were  elected  as  delegates: — Drs.  Lewis  W. 
Clifford,  Charles  W.  Parsons,  James  W.  C.  Ely. 


Medical  Miscellany. — There  is  a  man  in  Vermont  having  but  one  leg, 
and  he  has  three  sons  all  born  in  the  same  condition. — Dr.  Gregg,  of 
Manchester,  N.  HM  who  disappeared  last  November,  and  was  supposed  to 
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have  been  killed,  has  returned,  says  the  Atlas,  to  the  residence  of  his  father. 
— The  Missouri  twins,  now  exhibiting  at  St.  Louis,  are  the  children  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Ross,  Texas  county,  Missouri,  ;tnd  were  born  on  the  16th  De- 
cember, 1847.  They  are  connected*  from  the  breast  bone  and  abdomen, 
and  measure  twenty  inches  in  height,  and  weigh  twenty  pounds.  Their 
connection  is  such  thnt  they  stand  (ace  to  face,  heads  coated  over  with  fine 
black  hair,  and  in  all  other  respects  perfect  in  form  and  feature. — A  Glas- 
gow paper  states  it  has  been  proved  that  nearly  every  druggist  in  that  city 
has  been  selling  as  genuine,  a  preparation  of  opium  (laudanum),  one  of 
the  most  valuable  medicines  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  so  much  adulterated 
that  to  produce  a  particular  effect  upon  the  system,  "  one  hundred  drops 
must  be  taken  instead  of  twenty-five." — The  cholera  has  assumed  a  viru- 
lent form  at  Brownville,  Texas,  sweeping  off  from  8  to  10  a  day.  out  of  a 
populaliou  of  only  about  seven  hundred. — Onf  hundred  medical  students 
are  said  to  be  attending  medical  lectures  at  Woodstock,  Vt. — Measles  is 
very  common  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  though  not  attended  with  such  iatality 
as  marked  the  disease  some  weeks  ago.  —  Geo.  Kellogg,  Esq.,  of  Derby, 
Conn.,  has  compiled  a  treatise  on  dislocations  of  the  shoulder,  illustrating 
the  benefits  of  Dr.  Jarvis's  surgical  adjuster. — Dr.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  sailed 
for  Liverpool  on  Wednesday  last.  A  dinner  was  given  him  by  his  pupils, 
at  the  Revere  House,  and  some  beautiful  pieces  of  plate  presented  him  as 
memorials  of  their  regard. — Dr.  Wiley  is  about  publishing  a  catalogue  of 
the  different  instruments  invented  by  himself,  accompanied  by  engravings, 
to  appear  in  this  Journal. — An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Boston  Medical 
Association  is  to  be  held  this  afternoon,  at  which  a  punctual  attendance  is 
requested. — The  seventeen  cases  of  measles  in  the  Boston  weekly  report 
of  deaths,  in  to-day's  Journal,  were  all  children  under  4  years  of  age. — Dr. 
Ruschenberger  has  arrived  from  China,  bearer  of  despatches  for  govern- 
ment. Dr.  E.  K.  Chamberlin  goes  as  Surgeon  with  the  U.  S.  Commis- 
sioners to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico. 
— The  cholera  still  exists  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  but  in  so  mild  a  form, 
generally,  as  not  to  excite  much  alarm. — A  commission  has  been  ordered 
to  examine  the  affairs  of  marine  hospitals,  in  all  things  relating  to  their 
control,  and  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  their  fund.  Hon.  Thomas 
O.  Edwards,  of  Ohio,  and  Dr.  George  B.  Loring,  of  the  Marine  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  have  been  called  to  discharge  thi*  duty. 


To  Cor  respondents. — The  Fiske  Fund  Prize  Dissertation  for  1848,  a  review  of  Louis's 
work  on  Fever,  case  of  CEdematous  Laryngitis,  and  one  of  mania  treated  by  chloroform,  have 
been  received.  The  insertion  of  some  of  the  longer  of  these  aiticles  must  be  deferred  a  week 
or  two. 


Married,— At  Astoria,  L.  Island,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  F.  C.  Gray,  of  Virginia,  to  Miss  H.  S.  Hunter. 


Died, — At  Burlington,  Vt.,  Dr.  Enos  Cobb,  55.— At  Bellevue  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Sidney  B. 
Worth,  one  of  the  Assistant  Physicians  of  the  institution,  of  typhus  fever,  30. — At  Brownville, 
Texas,  Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of  cholera.  At  Brockville,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Samuel  S.Blodgett,  of  Ogdens- 
burg,  aged  26. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  March  21th,  91. — Males,  45 — females,  49. — 
Ofconsumption.il — measles,  17 — convulsions,  4 — scarlet  fever,  7— lung  fever,  4 — typhus  fever, 
2 — croup,  1 — old  age,  2 — child-bed,  2 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  5 — infantile,  7 — teething, 
2— erysipelas,  2 — accidental,  2 — marasmus,  3 — apoplexy,  3— canker,  1 — sudden,  1 — inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  4 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  hip,  1  — 
disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — dysentery,  1 — abscess,  1 — syphilis,  1 — intemperance,  1 — influenza,  1— » 
salt  rheum,  1— disease  of  the  heart,  1. 

Under  5  years,  56 — between  5  and  20  years,  9 — between  20  and  40  years,  16 — between  40  and 
60  years,  8 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Advantage  of  Tying  the  Umbilical  Cord  before  delivering  the  Head  af- 
ter Turning.    By  J.  S.  Unzicker,  M.D. — I  was  sen*  for  by  a  rtfidwtfe  to 

see  Mrs.  A  ,  aged  34  years,  and  in  labor  with  her  second  child,  at 

6  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Pains  continued  at  regular  intervals,  with  pre- 
sentation of  the  right  arm  and  face,  the  liquor  amnii  having  already  escap- 
ed at  5  o'clock  that  morning.  I  concluded  at  once  to  turn  according  to  Dr. 
Wehn's  method.  Placing  the  woman,  therefore,  in  the  knee  and  elbow 
position,  the  actual  labor  pains  ceased,  but  after  tatrfrducrng  the  hand, 
although  the  foot  was  more  easily  found  than  in  turning  after  the  old 
method,  a  Lireat  difficulty  existed  in  turning  on  account  of  the  uterus  being 
firmly  contracted  around  the  child,  and  not  a  particle  of  liquor  amnii  pre- 
sent ;  hot  by  careful  manipulation,  I  succeeded  at  last  in  overcoming  this 
tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus,  and  brotight  down  the  foot. 

The  woman  being  then  placed  on  her  back  again,  the  regular  pains 
returned,  and  as  soon  as  the  umbilicus  came  within  reach,  I  ordered  the 
mid  wife  to  tie  the  cord  ;  and  although  the  delivery  of  the  head  was  delayed 
some  time,  the  child  was  born  alive. 

This  is  the  second  case  I  have  had  within  a  short  time,  in  which  I  resort- 
ed to  the  above  method  with  success,  and  hope  that  in  future  hundreds  of 
children  may  be  saved,  by  this  valuable  discovery  of  Dr.  Wehn's,  which 
before  were  sacrificed  through  partial  compression  of  the  cord  and  conse- 
quent venous  congestion. —  Western  Lancet. 


Indiana  Central  Medical  College. — The  Indiana  Asbury  University  has 
organized  a  Medical  Departinent,  to  be  located  at  Indianapolis.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  compose  the  Faculty: 

Dr.  J.  S.  Bobbs,  General  and  Special  Anatomy  ;  Dr.  L.Dunlap,  Surgery 
and  Surgical  Anatomy;  Dr.  T.  W.  Cowgill,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine; C.  M.  Downey,  A.  M.,  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy;  Dr.  J.  S.  Har- 
rison, Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence;  Dr.  G. 
W.  Mears,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ;  Dr.  R.  Cur- 
ran.  Pathology  and  Physiology. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
vember next,  and  continue  four  months.  The  following  are  the  fees  : 
Tickets  of  each  Professor,  ten  dollars;  dissecting  and  matriculation  tickets, 
five  dollars  each,  and  the  graduation  fee  twenty  dollars ;  making  in  the 
aggregate  one  hundred  dollars. — lb. 


Contemplated  Reform  in  Medical  Education. — The  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia  has  just  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, composed  of  Professors  Riberi,  Berruti,  Pasera,  Sachero,  and  of  two 
members  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Academy,  MM.  Bertini  and  Pertusio, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  report  upon  the  improvements  which  might  be  in- 
troduced in  the  present  mode  of  teaching  medical  and  surgical  science. 
Dr.  Bertini  has  been  chosen  president,  and  Dr.  Pertusio  secretary  to  the 
committee. — London  Lancet. 


Neiv  Medical  Books  in  London. — A  Dissertation  on  Scientific  Nomen- 
clature, Medical  and  General  ;  exhibiting  the  defects,  anomalies,  errors, 
and  discrepancies  of  its  present  condition,  with  suggestions  for  its  amend- 
ment— by  R.  G.  Mayne,  M.D.  The  Best  Means  of  Avoiding  Cholera  and 
Fever;  the  nature  and  properties  of  air,  &c,  by  John  Kelburn,  Surgeon. 
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"ON    CERTAIN    MODES    OF    TREATING  STRICTURES    OF  THE 
URETHRA."    BY  DR.  CIVIALE. 

Tnn«la*ed  from  the  French,  with  additional  Remarks,  by  James  Bryan,  M.D.,  Professor  of 
Surg,  in  Geneva  Med.  College,  President  of  the  Coll.  of  Phys.  and  Surg,  of  Philadelphia. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir: — A  few  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  to  publish  an  article  in 
the  Medical  Examiner,  of  our  city,  on  "  The  Treatment  of  Strictures 
of  the  Urethra,"  in  which  I  described  an  instrument  invented,  or  par- 
tially invented,  by  me,  for  cutting  permanent  strictures.  In  that  article, 
I  advocated  strenuously  the  propriety  of  this  practice,  and  insisted  on  the 
necessity,  for  the  permanent  cure  of  stricture,  of  cutting  freely  through 
the  parts.  I  there  discussed  the  treatment  by  dilatation,  scarification, 
&c.  &c,  and  attempted  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  treatment  was  both 
safe  and  sure.  I  fell,  the  other  day,  upon  an  article  in  the  "  Comptes 
Rendus,"  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated  Civiale,  to  whose  delicate 
mode  of  operating  on  his  multitudinous  patients,  all  Americans,  I  am 
sure,  who  have  seen  him  operate,  will  bear  testimony.  I  have  often  de- 
sired to  know  how  he  overcame  the  numerous  strictures  which  must  ne- 
cessarily occur  in  his  lithontritic  practice ;  and  was  much  grntified  to  find 
that  he  agrees  with  me,  and  some  others,  in  the  necessity  of  cutting  stric- 
tures ;  that  in  fact,  as  a  general  rule,  strictures  which  have  been  frequently 
dilated,  and  all  permanent  strictures  must  be  often  dilated,  become 
finally  impermeable  and  close  ;  that  this  is,  indeed,  the  ultimate  ten- 
dency of  the  practice.  He  also  agrees  with  me  in  considering  the 
operation  of  cutting  safe,  and  not  very  painful  when  properly  per- 
formed ;  discards  Amusat's  and  others'  mode  of  merely  scarifying,  and 
unqualifiedly  advocates  free  incisions.  The  only  difference  between  him 
and  me  is  this — he  has  invented  (4<  to  be  perfectly  safe  "j  an  instrument, 
which,  like  those  of  Amusat,  must  pass  the  stricture,  and  cuts  in  the  act  of 
retraction.  This,  you  will  easily  perceive,  has  the  very  great  objection  of 
being  only  applicable  to  passable  strictures,  while  my  instrument  (which 
in  my  opinion,  in  the  hands  of  any  judicious  surgeon,  is  as  safe  as  his), 
is  applicable  to  all  permanent  strictures,  passable  or  not. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  work  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  the  Academy,  is  de- 
signed to  introduce  an  improvement,  which  I  think  important,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  one  of  our  most  intractable  diseases.    Its  utility  will,  I  think,  be 
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obvious,  when  I  present  the  "technical  details  which  are  necessary  to  an 
appreciation  of  its  object  and  effects.  It  often  happens  that  the  disa- 
bility of  the  urethra  diminishes,  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  make  the  pas- 
sage of  the  urine  difficult,  painful  and  even  impossible.  To  overcome 
these  morbid  conditions,  we  generally  have  recourse  to  dilatation  ;  and  the 
practice,  which  is  sustained  by  much  experience,  is  defended  by  the 
most  distinguished  surgeons.  But  there  are  cases,  unhappily  too  nu- 
merous, in  which  it  is  ineffectual.  Patients  of  this  class  are  reduced 
to  the  alternative  of  retaining  a  sound  permanently,  or  undergoing  con- 
tinual torture  from  a  desire  which  they  cannot  satisfy. 

These  cases  are  too  severe  to  escape  the  solicitude  of  practitioners ; 
hence  they  have  sought,  from  the  most  distant  periods,  to  combat  these 
strictures  by  other  means  than  dilatation. 

Cauterization  of  the  strictured  part  was  that  which  appeared  to  offer 
most  promise.  Its  efficacy  for  a  time  was  announced  as  certain  ;  but  the 
practice  has  not  been  able  to  sustain  itself,  in  spite  of  the  most  ingenious 
inventions  to  ensure  its  proper  application. 

It  has  been  stated  that  incisions  were  useful  ;  but  it  has  been  in  vain, 
that  the  modes  of  operating  from  within  outwards,  or  from  without  in- 
wards, have  been  varied.  The  greater  number  of  surgeons  have  dreaded 
these  operations  ;  auiong  whom,  Desault  saw  nothing  but  uncertainty 
and  danger,  Descharnps  regards  them  as  impracticable,  and  Sabatier  him- 
self can  scarcely  admit  their  practicability.  Established  facts,  however, 
authorize  a  more  encouraging  opinion.  Skilful  practitioners  have  re- 
solved not  to  abandon  it.  Near  the  end  of  the  last  century,  Physick, 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  afterwards  Arnott  in  England,  Dzondi 
in  Germany,  and  still  later,  other  French  and  foreign  surgeons,  have  at- 
tempted to  rescue  the  plan  of  intra-urethral  incisions  from  the  discredit 
into  which  they  had  fallen.  Their  efforts  have  resulted  in  dissipating 
some  fears,  but  they  are  still  wide  of  the  mark. 

The  older  practitioners,  and  the  greater  number  of  the  modern,  have 
attempted  to  make,  in  the  urethra,  a  species  of  puncture,  by  pushing  in 
the  direction  of  the  canal,  from  before  backwards,  and  without  guide,  a 
pointed  or  cutting  instrument.  This  manoeuvre  is  surrounded  with 
difficulties  and  dangers  ;  and  in  spite  of  the  countenance  which  it  has 
received,  particularly  in  England  and  America,  it  is  not  a  prudent  practice. 

Some  surgeons,  among  us,  hoped  to  accomplish  their  purpose  by  means 
of  small  incisions,  designed  to  divide  the  thickened  indurated  mucous 
membrane  alone.    These  have  resulted  only  in  a  partial  benefit. 

For  these  processes  others  have  been  substituted,  of  a  novel  character. 
It  is  from  behind  forwards,  and  not  from  before  backwards,  that  these 
new  instruments  operate  upon  the  stricture  ;  and  in  place  of  superficial 
scarifications,  incisions  long  and  deep  enough  to  divide  the  whole  of  the 
diseased  tissues  are  made.  This  is  the  method  which  I  propose 
considering. 

Accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  most  delicate  instruments,  introduced 
into  the  urethra,  and  taught  by  my  customary  practice,  the  minute 
anatomy  of  the  organs  in  health  and  disease,  I  have  resorted  for  several 
years  to  the  practice  of  my  predecessors,  and  I  have,  while  taking  care 
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that  the  patients  should  not  suffer  by  this  mode  of  experimenting,  added 
others.  IVIy  first  researches  were  followed  by  results  unlooked  for,  and 
of  some  importance  ;  that  is,  to  restore  to  our  ancient  French  surgery,  the 
invention  of  a  series  of  processes  which  have  been,  particularly  in  Eng- 
land, awarded,  especially  to  Hunter  and  his  successors.  The  neglect 
into  which  these  now  old  processes  have  fallen,  does  not  detract  from  their 
value.  Scientific  truth  does  not  admit  of  proscription.  In  pursuing  this 
investigation,  1  soon  found  that  the  instruments  used  were  defective. 
My  first  care  was  to  correct  their  faults,  and  to  invent  a  process  by  which 
we  might  operate  with  regularity  and  precision. 

The  instruments  whose  description  and  figure  I  present  are  made  on 
well-known  principles,  but  I  have  combined  them  differently  and  in  a 
way  to  accomplish  a  double  purpose  : — First,  to  explore  aceurately 
the  diseased  parts,  then  to  divide  them  with  accuracy  and  safety.  I 
attain  these  two  points  in  the  following  manner.  The  blade  is  hid  in  a 
tube  with  an  olive-shaped  termination.  The  extent  to  which  it  passes 
out  of  the  extremity,  and  its  action  upon  the  tissues,  are  regulated  me- 
chanically, in  such  a  way  that  no  more  nor  less  than  is  desired  can  be  cut. 
The  operation  differs  from  the  ordinary  operations  in  surgery  ;  the  depth 
to  which  the  blade  extends,  is  determined,  not  by  the  pressure  of  the  hand 
of  the  operator,  as  is  the  case  in  the  use  of  the  bistoury,  but  by  the  action 
of  the  urethratome  itself.  When  it  is  arranged  as  it  should  be,  in  each 
case,  we  have  only  to  draw  it  outwards  in  order  to  make  an  incision  to 
the  precise  extent  fixed  upon  by  the  operator.  Any  instrument  which 
does  not  do  this,  should  be  abandoned. 

It  is  by  these  improved  and  perfected  means  that  I  have,  for  twenty- 
five  years,  treated  strictures  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  urethra,  and 
success  has  been  constant,  when  the  incisions  have  been  sufficiently 
extensive. 

Though  I  have  heretofore  hesitated  to  apply  this  method  to  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  canal,  my  doubts  ceased  when  M.  Reybard,  of  Lyons,  proved 
by  experiment  that  our  fears  are  not  well  founded,  and  that  under  the 
pubic  arch,  as  in  the  gland,  we  may  without  danger,  by  a  single  effort, 
divide  the  urethral  parietes  to  a  considerable  extent. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  an  operation  so  bold  should  encounter  opposi- 
tion ;  it  is  sufficient  to  remember  that  this  operation  is  entirely  beyond 
the  daily  practice  of  surgeons,  who  consider  the  simple  contact  of  the 
urine  with  the  denuded  tissues,  a  serious  matter.  Hence  they  have  pre- 
sented a  variety  of  objections  ;  now  they  have  exaggerated  the  real  diffi- 
culties of  the  operation,  then  again  they  have  brought  forward  others 
purely  imaginary.  At  other  times  they  have  decried  the  whole  practice, 
in  order  to  proscribe  it.  With  the  knowledge  and  experience  which  I 
have  obtained,  I  can  the  less  adopt  this  system  of  proscription,  inasmuch 
as  the  method  is  not  new  to  me,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  carry  the 
operation  to  parts,  to  which  I  have  not  heretofore  applied  it.  But  one 
must  be  convinced  in  the  beginning,  that  without  accidents  or  danger  a 
cutting  instrument  can  be  introduced  into  the  deepest  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra, in  order  to  make  incisions  of  from  six  to  eight  millimetres  in  depth, 
and  from  three  to  twelve  millimetres  in  extent.    The  question  must  be 
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decided  by  practice  ;  the  facts  of  which  I  this  day  publish  the  heads, 
appear  to  me  to  be  conclusive. 

To  understand  the  new  method,  T  have  proceeded  in  the  same  way, 
that  I  did  with  cauterization  when  it  was  tried  some  years  ago,  when 
introduced  among  us.  I  took  all  the  necessary  precautions,  and  I  have 
expressed  hope  or  regret  according  as  the  result  was  favorable  or  unfa- 
vorable. I  have  stated  those  things  which  support  it,  but  I  am  not 
ignorant  that  there  are  points  as  yet  doubtful.  I  have  not  expressed  an 
absolute  decision,  except  when  the  facts  were  numerous  and  positive, 
always  pointing  out  the  cases  in  which  we  should  resort  to  the  opera- 
tion. Thus,  in  strictures  situated  in  the  urethra  near  the  fossa  naviculare, 
urethrotomy  is  the  general  method  of  treatment.  Since  1823,  I  have 
not  operated  on  more  than  thirty  patients  per  annum,  and  the  cure  was 
always  prompt  and  easy. 

In  the  perineal  region  and  at  the  curvature  of  the  urethra,  long  or  deep 
incisions  need  not  be  resorted  to,  except  for  hard,  callous  and  retractile 
strictures  which  resist  temporary  dilatation,  cauterization  and  other  means  ; 
which  in  fact  yield  to  permanent  dilatation,  but  return  as  soon  as  the 
use  of  sounds  is  left  off.  During  four  years  I  have  seen  twenty  patients 
in  this  last  condition.  All  had  the  disease  badly  ;  all  had  been  treated, 
in  vain,  by  other  means.  The  application  of  these  new  processes  cured 
eighteen  of  them  ;  three  were  materially  relieved ;  and  one  died,  two 
months  after  the  operation,  under  the  double  effects  of  the  operation  and 
the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  system. 

Theoretical  surgery  would  fear  formidable  accidents  from  the  opera- 
tion. Experience  proves  that  (hose  which  are  connected  with  the  me- 
thod of  operating  are  rare  and  not  dangerous.  It  is  generally  not  pain- 
ful ;  many  patients  have  declared  to  me,  that  they  did  not  suffer  as  much 
from  the  incision  as  from  the  forcible  introduction  of  a  sound  or  bougie. 
This  may  be  accounted  for,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  local  sensibility, 
however  acute  it  may  be,  is  modified,  diminished,  and  even  ceases,  after 
repeated  introductions  of  bougies.  As  it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  these 
in  order  to  prepare  the  canal  for  the  passage  of  the  urethratome,  and 
also  to  inform  the  surgeon  of  some  preliminary  matters,  in  order  to  operate 
with  safety,  very  soon  all  the  operations  with  the  instrument  may  be 
performed  without  producing  pain.  If  we  add,  that  the  use  of  the  ure- 
thratome is  confined  to  hard  strictures,  which  involve  a  change  in  the 
neighboring  tissues,  a  diminution  of  the  circulation,  and  of  the  vitality 
of  the  part,  incision  becomes  little  painful  under  these  circumstances. 

Known  facts,  together  with  those  which  I  have  collected,  are  not 
sufficient  to  solve  all  the  questions  connected  with  this  subject;  but  they 
prove,  certainly,  that  deep-seated  urethratomy  augments  our  therapeutic 
and  surgical  resources,  and  that  this  improvement  is  the  more  worthy 
of  attention,  inasmuch  as  the  practice  comes  in  aid  of  the  surgeon  at  a 
time  when  all  other  means  have  failed.  In  some  cases,  also,  it  ensures 
the  success  of  other  modes  of  treatment  which  are  inefficient  without  the 
powerful  aid  of  free  incisions. 

In  the  work  which  I  present  to  the  Academy,  1  indicate  the  different 
modes  of  operating  which  have  been  resorted  to  previous  to  the  one 
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which  I  advocate.  I  discuss  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  proper, 
the  defects  and  advantages  which  appear  to  me  to  be  inseparable  from 
them.  I  then  describe  my  own  for  the  given  cases.  I  report  the  cases 
treated,  with  the  results.  Practitioners  will  thus  have  under  their  eyes 
the  necessary  facts,  to  appreciate  the  matter,  both  comparative  and  abso- 
lute ;  and  they  can  form  their  opinion,  as  I  have  formed  mine,  by  rea- 
soning on  the  facts  given. 


CASE  OF  (EDEMATOUS    LARYNGITIS— DEATH— AUTOPSY. 

BY  GEORGE  L.  COLLINS,  M.D. 

Read  before  the  R.  I.  Medical  Society,  and  sent  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journn  1 
by  the  Committee  of  Publications. 

Catharine  Martin,  Irish,  set.  about  '20,  of  robust  constitution,  arrived 
in  Boston  5mo.  10th,  1848,  and  came  to  this  city  the  following  day. 
She  was  attacked  with  ship  fever,  and  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital 
on  the  19th,  where  she  went  through  the  usual  course  of  sickness,  though 
the  case  was  not  particularly  severe.  There  was  considerable  delirium, 
with  some  manifestation  of  local  complications  about  the  lungs.  On  the 
9th  of  6th  mo.,  while  still  laboring  under  some  mental  aberration,  she 
eloped  from  the  Hospital  and  walked  a  mile  or  more,  when  she  was 
found  and  sent  to  the  City  Asylum.  Here  convalescence  went  on  fa- 
vorably up  to  the  19th,  when  she  appeared  very  well,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  slight  cough,  and  a  considerable  swelling  on  the  left  side  of  the 
neck,  behind  and  below  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  which  was  now  in  the 
suppurative  stage,  and  which  seemed  to  have  its  origin  in  a  lymphatic 
gland.  On  the  morning  of  this  day  she  was  about  the  yard,  and  made 
no  complaint  until  afternoon,  when  she  experienced  a  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing, which  continued  to  increase  until  evening,  when  it  became  more 
urgent.  Some  simple  applications  were  now  made  by  the  nurse,  who 
did  not  think  the  case  of  sufficient  importance  to  send  for  the  attending 
physician.  She  retired  at  an  early  hour  with  the  other  inmates,  and  re- 
mained pretty  quiet  until  about  10  o'clock,  when  she  aroused  those  near 
her  by  her  tones  of  distress.  The  nurse  was  immediately  sent  for,  but  on 
reaching  the  room  about  five  minutes  after,  she  found  her  already  dead. 

Autopsy. — I  made  an  examination  of  the  body  fifteen  hours  after 
death,  assisted  by  Dr.  Clifford,  who  was  then  in  attendance  at  the  Asy- 
lum. The  throat  was  the  only  part  examined.  The  abscess  on  the 
side  of  the  neck  contained  two  or  three  ounces  of  pus,  but  it  did  not 
seem  to  have  made  any  injurious  pressure  upon  the  larynx.  The  larynx, 
with  a  portion  of  the  root  of  the  tongue  and  trachea,  was  now  removed, 
when  the  cause  of  death  was  at  once  apparent.  Both  edges  of  the 
glottis  were  affected  by  cedematous  swellings,  as  was  also  the  epiglottis. 
The  glosso-epiglottic  fraenum  and  pouches  on  either  side  were  conside- 
rably swollen.  The  swelling  about  the  glottis  extended  into  the 
cavity  of  the  larynx,  and  spread  to  the  surrounding  walls  of  the  pha- 
rynx. On  further  dissecting  the  larynx,  a  small  abscess  was  found  situat- 
ed about  the  posterior  part  of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  a  little  to  the  right 
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of  the  mesial  line.  The  cartilage  was  denuded  of  its  coverings,  both  in- 
ternally and  externally,  to  a  considerable  extent.  A  part  of  its  substance 
was  also  destroyed,  leaving  a  notch  about  four  lines  deep  in  its  upper 
edge,  and  involving  about  three  fourths  of  the  arytenoid  facette  of  that 
side.  There  was  still  pus  in  the  cavity,  though  a  part  of  it  had  been 
discharged  through  the  opening  directly  into  the  larynx  large  enough  to 
admit  a  small  crow-quill.  The  right  arytenoid  cartilage  was  entirely  de- 
stroyed, with  the  exception  of  a  small  part  which  gives  attachment  to 
the*  lateral  and  posterior  crico-arytenoid  muscles — thus  leaving  no  car- 
tilaginous attachment  for  the  right  extremity  of  the  arytenoideus  muscle 
on  the  vocal  ligaments  of  that  side. 


STRUCTURE  OF  PESSARIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  accompanying  pessary  has  gradually  assumed  its  present 
form,  after  many  efforts  less  successful.  As  unpretending  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, it  has  nevertheless  cost  no  little  time  and  labor.  It  has  grown  out 
of  the  necessity  of  having  some  kind  of  a  pessary,  or  instrument,  for  the 
support  of  the  prolapsed  uterus,  different  from  any  hitherto  employed. 
The  common  round  or  oval  perforated  pessary  of  wood,  or  glass,  as  is 
well  known,  increases  the  evil  it  is  designed  to  remedy.  The  vagina  has 
not  only  to  support  the  uterus,  but  the  awkward  and  ill-contrived  instru- 
ment itself.  Its  extreme  hardness  is  another  matter  to  be  considered  in 
its  employment,  and  a  sufficient  reason  why  it  should  never  be  resorted 
to.  The  last  objection  may  be  urged  against  the  "stem  pessary,"  as  well 
as  its  total  want  of  adaptability  to  the  parts.  It  can  be  worn  with  no 
sort  of  comfort,  it  being  a  body  perfectly  unyielding  and  non-elastic. 
Another  objection,  in  relation  to  the  common  "stem  pessary,"  extremely 
troublesome  and  annoying  to  a  lady,  is  the  necessary  removal  of  ap- 
pendages, or  straps,  in  attending  to  the  inevitable  calls  of  nature.  An 
objection  of  this  kind  cannot  be  urged  against  the  pessary  now  offered, 
as  calls  of  necessity  can  be  complied  with,  without  removing  any  of  the 
appendages.  This,  I  believe,  cannot  be  said  of  any  other  pessary.  The 
shield  upon  it  is  useful  in  many  respects.  First,  it  allows  the  wearer 
to  urinate  without  rendering  herself  uncomfortable  by  saturating  the  ap- 
pendages. Secondly,  it  affords  a  convenient  point  at  which  to  attach 
the  anterior  straps  or  suspender.  Thirdly,  in  case  of  a  fall,  or  any  acci* 
dent  by  which  the  instrument  may  receive  a  blow,  it  will  most  effectually 
prevent  it  from  being  driven  forcibly  upwards,  as  it  rests  upon  the  mons 
veneris  and  upon  the  labia.  At  the  anterior  inferior  portion  of  the  pes- 
sary, two  suspenders  or  straps  are  attached,  neither  of  which  cover  the 
anus,  but  diverging  from  the  point  of  attachment,  pass  backward,  up- 
ward and  outward,  and  are  buckled  above  the  hips,  or  a  little  posterior  to 
them,  to  the  belt  about  the  waist,  while  the  suspender  in  front  is  fast- 
ened just  over,  or  in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus.  This  instrument  has 
been  used  by  many  ladies  of  the  first  respectability  with  complete  suc- 
cess.   In  every  instance,  it  has  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
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designed.  The  inventor  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  test  its  value, 
during  the  last  year.  It  has  been  made  to  correspond  with  the  hollow 
of  the  sacrum,  and  fit  the  parts.  Some  little  ingenuity  is  necessary  in 
adjusting  the  apparatus  to  the  comfort  of  the  wearer.  When  once  ad- 
justed, no  difficulty  need  offer  on  the  occasion  of  its  second  application. 
This  is  referred  to  for  the  reason  that  awkivardness,  on  the  part  of  the 
person  who  applies  it,  might  in  some  instances  be  charged  to  the  instru- 
ment. The  Improved  Pessary  will  subserve  the  purpose  of  its  inven- 
tion, when  well  applied.  It  is  not  affected  by  the  heat  of  the  body, 
neither  by  the  secretions  of  the  parts.  The  secretions  of  the  uterus  will 
escape  by  the  hole  made  for  that  purpose.  It  need  not  press  upon  the 
meatus  urinarius  anteriorly,  neither  upon  the  rectum  posteriorly.  It  an- 
swers the  purpose  better  than  any  other  in  use. 

The  material  of  which  this  instrument  is  constructed,  has  never  before 
been  employed  for  this  object.  It  is  made  of  a  material  which  I  term 
the  carbonated  mixture.  A  patent  has  been  applied  for.  Jn  a  few  days 
the  instruments  will  be  ready  for  sale,  in  this  city,  and  the  inventor  will 
be  most  happy  to  offer  them  to  the  afflicted.  J.  H.  Robinson. 


USE  OF  CHLOROFORM  IN  MANIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  think  the  following  facts  worthy  of  publication,  as  additional 
to  the  valuable  remarks  of  Dr.  Channing  and  others,  upon  the  use  of 
chloroform,  they  are  at  your  disposal. 

Some  time  since,  about  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady, 
Mrs.  H  ,  laboring  under  mental  alienation.  She  had  been  trou- 
bled, for  some  days  previous,  with  odontalgia,  for  which  she  had  ap- 
plied various  "  specifics  "  of  her  own  and  friends'  recommending.  At 
this  time  she  did  not  complain  of  the  tooth,  but,  occasionally,  she  would 
put  her  hand  to  the  face,  grate  her  teeth  and  groan  ;  she  would  then  rise, 
dance  and  sing,  kick,  strike,  throw  a  chair,  or  anything  that  came  in  her 
way,  as  she  was  moved  either  with  pleasure  or  pain.  In  short,  she  was 
perfectly  maniacal.  She  did  not  know  her  own  husband  or  any  of  her 
friends.  Many  efforts  were  made,  without  success,  to  persuade  her  to 
have  the  tooth  extracted  or  to  take  something  to  quiet  her  raving.  She 
said  nothing  ailed  her — that  she  needed  no  medicine  and  would  take 
none  ;  and,  as  to  losing  her  tooth,  she  had  no  inclination.  It  became 
necessary  to  keep  two  or  more  persons  constantly  on  the  watch  to  pre- 
vent her  from  injuring  herself  or  the  things  in  the  room,  Under  this 
state  of  things,  I  advised  her  husband  to  have  the  chloroform  adminis- 
tered as  the  most  certain  means  of  quieting  her.  It  was  sent  for,  and 
by  the  assistance  of  three  persons  whom  it  took  to  hold  her,  it  was  ad- 
ministered. She  made  all  the  resistance  in  her  power,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  she  was  under  its  influence.  She  remained  still  about  fifteen 
minutes,  when  she  awoke  more  rational,  and  was  induced  to  take  an 
anodyne.  In  a  short  time,  however,  she  again  became  delirious,  when 
the  chloroform  was  administered  the  second  time,  and  she  again  became 
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calm.  She  was  now  kept  under  its  influence  till  she  was  in  a  sound 
sleep  from  the  effects  of  this  and  the  anodyne.  She  slept  quietly  from 
midnight  till  morning,  when  she  awoke  perfectly  rational.  She  then 
walked  half  a  mile,  had  her  teeth  examined,  aijain  took  the  chloroform, 
and  had  the  defective  tooth  extracted,  without  her  being  conscious  when 
it  was  done.    Since  then  she  has  enjoyed  a  comfortable  state  of  health. 

I  have  been  in  the  practice  of  giving  chloroform  for  the  last  fifteen 
months,  to  alleviate  the  pains  in  parturition,  in  extracting  teeth,  and  for 
various  other  affections,  and  have  never  yet  witnessed  any  ill  effects  from 
its  use.  Respectfully, 

Boston,  March  23,  1849.  E.  B.  Moore,  M.D. 


DR.  DICK'S  ALPHABETICAL  NOTICES  OF  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED 
WITH   THE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued  from  page  35,  last  volume.] 

IIematemesis,  or  vomiting  of  blood,  may  proceed  from  one  or  more 
of  a  variety  of  causes,  some  of  these  of  much  graver  import  than  others. 
We  shall  enumerate  some  of  them,  and  that  in  the  order  of  their  frequency. 
1st.  Vicarious,  or  antagonistic  haematemesis,  of  which  the  best  illustration 
is  that  owing  to  suppressed  or  too  scanty  catamenia.  Of  this,  there  are 
few  practitioners  but  have  met  with  cases.  But,  occasionally,  haemate- 
mesis of  this  antagonistic  kind  seems  to  originate  in  the  morbid  plethora, 
from  which  haemorrhoids  and  haemorrhoidal  discharges  arise,  and  of  which 
these  are  the  more  usual  safety-valves,  if  I  may  use  that  phrase.  Also 
haematemesis  seems  sometimes  to  be  vicarious  of  haemorrhoids  and  haemor- 
rhoidal  discharges,  already  periodic,  but  which  some  casualty  has,  for  the 
time,  suppressed. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  mechanical  or  organic  causes  are 
the  next  most  frequent  inducers  of  haematemesis,  as  (for  examples  of  the 
former)  obstruction  in  the  portal  circulation,  or  disease  of  the  heart  by 
either  of  which  the  ventricular  venous  system  may  become  loaded,  so  as 
to  require  to  relieve  itself  by  exudation  or  rupture  ;  or  (for  example  of 
the  second)  ulcerous  or  cancerous  disorganization  of  the  mucous  and  mus- 
cular tissues  of  the  stomach,  whereby  veins  and  arteries  are  opened  ; 
with,  of  course,  constant  haemorrhage.  Aneurismal  affections  of  the  ven- 
tricular vessels  come  also  under  the  latter  head. 

Dyscrasic  haematemesis  comes  next  in  order.  It  appears  to  me  doubt- 
ful whether,  in  any  case,  this  form  should  be  distinguished  from  the  or- 
ganic ;  for  although,  unquestionably,  there  are  certain  diatheses  or  diseases 
(as  the  scorbutic)  in  which  haemorrhage  is  extremely  apt  to  occur,  or 
rather,  is  extremely  difficult  to  prevent,  from  both  cutaneous  and  mucous 
surfaces,  yet  I  suspect  that  in  many  or  all  of  these  cases  there  is  disor- 
ganization more  or  less  complete,  more  or  less  palpable,  of  the  mucous  or 
cutaneous  surface  from  which  the  haemorrhage  proceeds ;  thus  bringing 
the  discharge,  in  part  at  least,  under  the  head  of  organic.  Therefore, 
I  apprehend,  that  in  all  haematemesis  other  than  that  of  mechanical  origin, 
there  will  be  perceived,  either  with  ordinary  vision,  or  by  the  microscope 
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morbid  changes,  more  or  less  extensive  and  complete,  in  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  refer  to  some  other  rare  kinds  of 
haematemesis  ;  as,  for  example,  the  traumatic,  or  that  caused  by  some 
incised  or  punctured  wound  of  the  stomach,  through  the  abdominal  wall. 
These,  besides  being  uncommon,  require,  from  their  obvious  nature,  no 
explanation. 

The  occurrence  of  haemorrhage  into  the  stomach  before  vomiting  reveals 
it,  can  scarcely  be  diagnosed  by  the  practitioner,  since  the  symptoms  are 
simulated  by  several  other  stomachic  affections,  even  of  the  most  ordinary 
kind.  But  it  is  said  that  the  patient  who  has  once  been  the  subject  of 
haemorrhoids  into  the  stomach,  easily  recognizes  it  again,  by  the  feeling  of 
a  gush  of  warm  fluid  into  that  organ.  This,  however,  can  only  be  in 
cases  in  which  the  haemorrhage  is  of  an  active  character,  as  that  caused 
by  vicarious  catamenia  or  haemorrhage,  or  from  the  rupture  of  some  artery 
or  vein.  Passive  ventricular  haemorrhages — those,  namely,  resulting  from 
structural  diseases  of  the  heart,  and  liver,  and  which  probably  take  place, 
as  it  were,  stillatim — are  not  likely  to  make  themselves  felt  in  the  above 
manner,  but  only  by  weight  and  distention  of  the  stomach,  and  perhaps 
by  nausea. 

The  blood  vomited  affords  some  indications.  If  florid  and  liquid, 
it  is  probably  arterial ;  if  dark,  venous  of  course.  If  clotted  and  dark, 
and  if  the  patient  had  no  perception  of  that  gush  of  warm  fluid  which  we 
formerly  adverted  to,  the  haemorrhage  has  probably  been  gradual,  and  is 
of  a  passive  kind.  If  the  discharge  consists  of  what  is  called  grumous 
blood,  or  resembles  coffee-grounds,  capillary  exudation  is  indicated,  and 
the  prognosis  is  bad  ;  for  from  causes  not  yet  well  understood,  haemate- 
mesis of  this  kind  seldom  occurs,  except  as  a  precursor  of  death.  If  the 
haemorrhage  is  intermixed  with  bile  and  pus ;  more  especially,  if,  as  has 
happened,  a  gall-stone  has  come  up  at  the  same  time,  then  it  is  evident 
that  the  discharge  is  hepatic. 

The  treatment  of  haematemesis  is  in  some  degree  modified  by  the  causes 
of  it.  When  the  haemorrhage  is  due  to  suppressed  or  inefficient  catamenia, 
or  to  suppressed  haemorrhoids,  and  occurs  in  plethoric  subjects,  it  may  be 
proper,  not  only  to  use  the  local  means  presently  to  be  enumerated,  and 
to  place  the  lower  extremities  in  hot  water,  but  even  to  phlebotomize  the 
arm  or  foot.  In  addition  to  the  above  means,  we  must,  in  the  case  of  a 
woman  with  torpid  uterus,  foment  the  pudenda,  and  administer  emmena- 
gogues.  (See  our  former  notices  under  the  heads,  Amenorrhoea,  Chloro- 
sis, Dysmenorrhoea,  and  Emmenagogues.)  With  a  man  used  to  haemor- 
rhoids and  haemorrhoidal  discharges,  but  in  whom  they  are  suppressed  or 
scanty,  a  hot  semicupium  and  stimulant  suppositories,  or  injections,  should 
he  had  recourse  to.  Internal  styptics  should  simultaneously  be  adminis- 
tered, such  as  simple  cold  or  iced  water,  or  ice  itself  (if  procurable)  ;  or 
an  alum  whey,  consisting  of  a  pound  of  that  fluid,  in  which  two  drachms 
of  alum  are  dissolved,  and  of  which  a  small  teacupful  may  be  taken. 
Rose  water  may  be  substituted  for  the  whey  or  oxymel.  A  favorite 
astringent  pill  in  France  is  one  composed  of  three  or  four  grains  of  alum, 
two  or  three  of  sang-dragon  (calamus  draco)  and  conserve  of  roses,  of 
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which  from  one  to  six  or  eight  may  be  taken  in  twelve  or  sixteen  hours. 
Some  recommend,  also,  the  application  of  bladders  containing  ice  or  cold 
water,  externally,  to  the  epigastrium.  Such  means  will  usually  speedily 
succeed  in  haematemesis  of  this  indirect  and  simple  kind.  The  recurrence 
of  it  must  of  course  be  prevented  by  anticipating  its  causes — namely,  by 
re-establishing  the  eatamenia  and  the  haemorrhoidal  discharge,  or  else  by 
reducing  systemic  plethora,  obviating  the  necessity  for  either  haemorrhoids 
or  haematemesis. 

The  passive  haematemesis  resulting  from  organic  diseases  of  the  heart, 
liver,  &c,  is,  of  course,  of  far  more  difficult  management  than  the  form 
we  have  just  been  considering  ;  for,  in  the  latter  kind,  we  have  not  only 
the  haematemesis  to  contend  with,  but  lesions  chronic,  if  not  incurable, 
of  which  it  is  a  mere  effect.  As,  therefore,  the  treatment  of  haematemesis 
of  this  nature  is  principally  or  entirely  involved  in  that  of  the  primary 
affections  (which  it  is  no  part  of  our  present  plan  to  meddle  with),  we 
pass  over  it  with  only  one  remark,  that,  in  haematemesis  of  this  secondary 
kind,  we  must  be  cautious  in  seeking  relief  by  bloodletting,  which,  prac- 
tised for  its  derivant  effect,  would  of  course  only  augment  the  evil,  without 
any  but  apparent  and  temporary  relief. 

In  dyscrasic  haematemesis,  the  treatment  recommended  for  the  vicarious 
form  may  be  employed,  with  the  important  exception  of  bloodletting, 
which  is  altogether  inadmissible.  After  the  haemorrhage  is  allayed,  a 
course  of  treatment  for  the  crasis  of  the  blood  is  to  be  adopted,  such  as 
bark,  quinine,  gentian,  iron,  the  mineral  acids,  animal  food,  fresh  vegetable, 
fruits,  and  wine,  with  pure  air  and  exercise. 

Active  haematemesis,  resulting  from  the  progress  of  cancerous  or  other 
ulceration  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  stomach,  obviously  admits  of  no 
treatment.    Bland  aliment  and  quietude  are  all  that  can  be  prescribed. 

In  this  notice  we  have  omitted  (as  we  in  lend  to  do  throughout)  much 
extraneous  matter  introduced  by  more  than  one  recent  writer  into  the 
history  of  haematemesis.  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  indicating  the 
most  salient  points  in  each  disease  and  its  treatment,  neither  deeming  it 
necessary  to  enumerate  many  supposed  remedies  now  exploded,  to  advert 
to  therapeutical  means  little  likely  to  be  adopted,  or  to  burthen  the  read- 
er's memory  with  an  endless  variety  of  premonitory  and  other  symptoms, 
which,  not  being  peculiar  to  one  disease,  afford  no  ground  of  individual 
distinction. 

Headache. — We  mean  to  speak  of  that  headache  only  which  has  its 
cause  in  derangement  of  the  digestive  viscera. 

Some  headaches  are  purely  of  a  vascular-congestive,  some  of  a  neuralgic, 
character.  There  are  others  that  surely,  though  obscurely,  depend  on 
stomachic,  hepatic,  or  intestinal  derangement,  and  writh  the  removal  of 
that  derangement  terminates  the  headache. 

Thus  acidity  of  stomach  indicated  by  heartburn  occurs,  either  unac- 
countably or  in  consequence  of  some  injudicious  food.  Headache  follows. 
We  order  a  bottle  of  the  water  of  the  supercarbonate  of  potass,  or  a  few 
grains  of  carbonate  of  soda  or  potass,  or  a  few  drops  of  liquor  ammonia 
sesqui-carbonatis,  and  the  cephalalgia  is  gone. 

Or  the  stools  are  colorless,  the  complexion  sallow,  the  tongue  yellow, 
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with  a  bitter  taste  on  it,  and  the  bowels  bound.  All  indicates  a  torpid 
liver.  Headache  ensues.  We  order  a  calomel-and-jalap  aperient,  and 
even  before  the  bowels  are  evacuated  the  headache  is  relieved. 

The  medicines  now  enumerated  act,  so  far  as  we  know,  on  the  abdo- 
minal mucous  membrane,  not  on  the  cerebrum,  or,  if  they  act  on  the 
latter  organ,  they  do  so  through  the  medium  of  the  former.  Hence  it  is 
that  we  infer,  that  in  these  and  some  other  like  cases,  the  cephalalgia  is  not 
properly  idiopathic,  but  secondary  and  sympathetic,  with  its  derangement 
of  the  chylopoietic  viscera. 

True  it  is  that  cerebral  pain  and  stomachic  derangement  may  be  com- 
mon results  of  some  cerebral  lesion  ;  but  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
stomachic  derangement  being  anterior  in  time  to  the  cephalalgia  (although, 
of  course,  posterior  to  the  cerebral  lesion  on  which  both  it  and  the  cepha- 
lalgia depend),  the  former  may  seem,  but  seem  only,  to  be  the  causal 
agent  or  influence.  This  is  not  only  very  possible,  but  also  very  proba- 
ble, and  doubtless  when  our  means  and  abilities  of  diagnosis  are  more 
perfect  than  they  now  are,  diseases  will  often  be  found  to  originate  in 
organs,  parts  and  causes  very  different  and  very  remote  from  the  seat  of 
final  and  overt  lesion.  But,  meantime,  where,  as  in  cephalic  affections, 
three  of  the  four  prime  characters  of  disease  (the  rubor,  calor,  and  tumor) 
are  almost  necessarily  absent,  the  remaining  one  (dolor)  is  our  only  index, 
and  until  we  know  better,  we  must,  in  the  absence  of  the  others,  consider 
as  the  punctum  saltern  of  disease  that  part  or  organ  where  pain  is  first 
perceived  ;  and  the  principle  now  stated  applies  to  almost  our  whole  pre- 
sent pathology. 

Headache  from  derangement  of  the  chylopoietic  organs  will  be  found 
often  to  depend  on  cardialgia,  flatulence,  and  constipation,  for  the  treat- 
ment and  removal  of  which  affections  we  must  refer  to  our  preceding 
notices  under  these  heads. 

An  obscure  case  of  simultaneous  cephalalgia  and  flatulence  has  pre- 
sented itself  while  we  write  these  pages  (Jan.  4).  It  is  that  of  an  un- 
married man,  of  eight-and-twenty  years  of  age,  holding  an  appointment 
in  the  civil  service,  which  has  occasioned  his  residing  for  several  years  in 
a  hot  eastern  climate.  I  may  notice,  that  though  he  has  not  studied 
medicine  or  chemistry,  yet  he  possesses  an  accurate  and  a  technical 
knowledge  of  both,  which,  I  believe,  some  practitioners  do  not  possess. 
Before  consulting  me,  he  had  seen  several  of  the  most  eminent  in  the 
profession  in  the  metropolis. 

He  himself  accuses  flatulence  as  his  chief  evil,  and  the  cause  of  his 
headaches,  but  expressed  his  uncertainty  whether  it  was  idiopathic  and 
irrespective  of  what  food  he  might  use,  and  of  changes  in  his  food,  or 
secondary,  and  owing  to  the  causes  just  named.  For  even  when  con- 
fining himself  exclusively  to  food  supposed  to  be  non-flatulent,  the  flatus 
has  been  generated  with  its  distressing  consequences. 

These  are,  a  most  unbearable  feeling  of  fulness  and  constrictness  abouX 
the  root  of  the  neck  and  within  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax  ;  a  sensation 
as  if  some  body  or  power  from  within  were  pressing  out  the  upper  part 
of  the  sternum  and  inner  extremities  of  the  collar-bones  ;  further  up  the 
neck,  a  feeling  as  if  his  cravat  were  tied  with  choking  tightness  ;  then 


180 


On  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 


headache  in  both  the  temples,  in  the  vertex,  on  the  supra-orbital  ridges, 
and  in  the  ears,  as  if  one  were  boring  into  his  head  with  a  hard  instru- 
ment. Simultaneously  with  these  sensations  in  the  cranium  or  cerebrum, 
or  both  (and  who  can  say  absolutely  how  far  the  one  or  the  other,  or 
both  of  these,  are  implicated  ?),  there  is  a  feeling  as  if  cold  water  were 
trickling  down  his  fore  thighs,  and  many  other  symptoms  equally  anoma- 
lous. Sometimes  a  dull  gnawing  feeling  occurs  in  the  lumbar  region.  When 
this  happens,  experience  teaches  him  to  expect  that  the  flatulence  and  the 
cerebral  symptoms  will  be  milder.  He  tells  me  oxalate  of  lime  has  been 
found  in  his  urine  ;  a  deposit,  which,  if  it  really  occurs  so  frequently  as 
some  practitioners  allege,  we  must  begin  to  consider  a  normal,  not  a  morbid 
constituent.  I  found  none  of  it,  but  his  urine  (of  the  morning)  had  the 
gravity  of  10*28,  and  a  profuse  deposit  of  urate  of  ammonia  and  a  mode- 
rate degree  of  acidity.  He  has  no  heartburn.  His  eructations  are  free 
from  sourness  or  bitterness.  His  belief  that  the  cephalalgia  and  other 
symptoms  are  dependent  on  the  flatulence,  rests  on  the  supposed  fact 
that  the  eructations  relieve  the  former. 

It  was  easy  to  recognize  in  this  case  hysteria  with  very  serious  com- 
plication ;  and  accordingly,  on  closely  questioning  him,  I  ascertained  lie 
had  a  well-marked  attack  of  hysteria  abroad.  One  evening  he  was 
seized  with  a  fit  of  sobbing  and  laughing,  then  unaccountable.  The 
constrictive  feeling  about  the  neck  was  but  a  modification  of  the  globus 
hystericus.  It  is  not  improbable  that  this  affection  is,  in  part,  composed 
of,  or  accompanied  by,  some  actual  spasm  of  the  laryngeal  and  oesopha- 
geal muscles,  which  relaxing  after  a  time,  and  allowing  readier  escape  to 
the  flatus,  gives  rise  to  the  belief  that  the  flatus  is  the  sole  cause  of  the 
other  symptoms,  when  it  is  only  partially  so.  In  this  case  there  is  great 
reason  to  doubt  whether  there  impends  not  or  exists  not  already  a  serious 
affection  of  the  cerebrum  or  spinal  cord. 

The  patient's  principal  anxiety  is  to  relieve  himself  from  the  dangerous 
necessity  of  resorting  to  large  and  overpowering  doses  of  opium  and  wine, 
the  only  things  that  have  yet  given  him  ease  ;  which  they  do,  not  by 
curing  the  flatulence,  cephalalgia,  &c,  but  by  making  him  insensible  to 
them.  Admonition  to  refrain  meanwhile  from  these  hazardous  means 
was  vain  :  "  Cure  me  of  my  disease,"  was  his  reply  ;  M  while  it  remains, 
1  must  have  recourse  to  wine  or  opium."  The  subject  of  this  affection  is 
in  vigorous  health,  his  reproductive  and  digestive  organs  in  more  than 
average  tone. 

Hepatitis. — Though  functional  derangements,  attended  with  a  secre- 
tion of  the  bile,  more  or  less  than  the  normal,  and  though  hypersemic 
states  of  the  liver  are  common  in  this  country,  and  in  Europe,  yet  he- 
patitis is  not.  Occasionally,  no  doubt,  we  meet  in  British  practice  with 
structural  affections  of  the  liver,  of  a  formidable  character ;  but  these 
are  chiefly  confined  to  hospitals,  and  to  patients  addicted  to  the  intempe- 
rate use  of  spirits.  It  is  in  British  India  that  English  medical  men  have 
the  most  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  hepatitis  in  European  subjects. 

We  shall  not  here  enter  into  any  inquiry  (for  we  have  done  so  else- 
where) as  to  the  precise  physiology  of  the  liver,  the  chemical  constitution 
of  the  bile,  he.    We  shall  only  observe,  that  there  seems  to  be  an 
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unquestionable  antagonistic  or  supplementary  relation  between  the  lungs 
and  the  liver.  Both  excrete  carbon,  with  the  important  difference,  that 
the  carbon,  as  excreted  by  the  lungs,  is  oxygenized,  and  no  longer  com- 
bustible, and  that  the  contrary  is  the  case  with  the  carbonaceous  excre- 
tion of  the  liver.  We  may  add  that,  as  has  been  ascertained,  there  is  a 
less  excretion  of  carbon  by  the  lungs  in  warm  than  in  cold  climates  ; 
and  as,  therefore,  in  hot  countries  the  liver  must,  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, perform  vicarious  duty  for  the  lungs,  hence  one  cause  of  the  greater 
proneness  to  hepatic  disease  in  tropical  regions. 

The  two  most  common  and  most  simple  affections  of  the  liver,  which, 
though  not  amounting  to  hepatitis,  tend  to  it,  and  will,  if  unchecked,  end 
in  it,  are  hyperaemic  congestion  of  the  hepatic  vein  and  its  capillaries,  and 
biliary  congestion  of  the  lobules  and  biliary  ducts.  These  affections 
may,  for  a  time  at  least,  and  while  mild  in  degree,  exist,  the  one  without 
the  other.  They  may,  on  the  other  hand,  synchronously  arise  from  a 
common  cause,  and  in  all  cases  the  one  is  extremely  apt  to  induce  the 
other.  The  meshwork  of  the  two  systems  of  vessels  is  so  intimately 
interwoven,  that  congestion,  and,  if  protracted,  its  consequence,  incipient 
irritation  and  inflammation,  with  distention,  cannot  long  exist  in  the  one 
without  being  propagated  to  the  other.  Of  the  two  affections,  biliary 
congestion  is  the  more  serious  ;  for  in  it  there  is  not  congestion  merely, 
but  also  the  lesion  of  an  important  secretion.  The  causes  of  these 
affections  are  various.  Disease  of  the  heart,  attended  with  obstructed 
circulation,  is  almost  invariably  accompanied  with  hyperemia  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  also  of  the  liver.  Duodenal  irri- 
tations, by  causing  tumefaction  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  duo- 
denum, and  consequent  occlusion  of  the  mouth  of  the  common  duct, 
gall-stones  obstructing  the  biliary  duct,  too  stimulant  food  and  drink, 
loaded  and  neglected  bowels,  &c,  seem  to  be  the  chief  causes  of  biliary 
congestion.  The  causes  of  these  affections  (as  now  stated  by  us)  sug- 
gest their  respective  remedial  means,  in  cases  where  cure  is  possible.  Of 
course  hepatic  affections  dependent  or  organic  cardiac  disease  are  very 
hopeless. 

The  same  causes  which  produce  hyperaemic  and  biliary  congestion 
may,  if  acting  protractedly,  or  with  great  energy,  or  concurrently  with 
cold,  and  other  causes,  give  rise  to  active  inflammation — to  hepatitis. 
Of  late,  hepatic  inflammations  have  been  move  nicely  distinguished  and 
classed  than  formerly.  Thus  Bonnet,  of  France,  called  attention  to  that 
form  of  hepatitis  which,  seated  superficially,  and  on  the  convex  side 
of  the  organ,  involves  the  peritoneum,  and  often  the  stomach,  constitut- 
ing what  he  calls  gastro-hepato-peritonitis.  This  is  a  very  painful 
affection,  often  far  more  so  than  the  parenchymatous  inflammation, 
though  less  grave  and  dangerous.  It  is  to  be  combated  by  free  cupping 
and  leeching  near  the  seat  of  disease,  purgatives,  and  the  antiphlogistic 
treatment  generally.  Mercury,  though  less  strongly  indicated  than  in 
inflammation  of  the  parenchyma,  is  yet  proper  in  this  also. 

Parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the  liver  has  two  chief  varieties. 
The  former  of  these  consists  of  inflammation  issuing  in  suppuration. 
This  may  be  subdivided,  first  into  suppuration,  pretty  equably  diffused 
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through  the  substance  of  the  organ,  and  confined  to  the  lobular  substance 
of  the  liver,  which  it  does  not  disorganize  ;  and  secondly,  into  suppura- 
tion forming  a  separate  abscess  or  abscesses  ;  the  latter,  of  course,  a  se- 
rious state  of  matters.  Dr.  Abercrombie  seems  to  have  entertained  the 
opinion,  that  suppuration  of  the  liver  (of  the  interior  of  the  hepatic 
lobules  and  ducts  we  presume)  was  a  far  more  frequent  occurrence  than 
is  usually  supposed,  and  that  it  often  happens  without  the  cognizance  of 
either  patient  or  practitioner.  It  is  conceivable  that  the  form  of  hepatic 
suppuration  just  referred  to,  may  occur  without  marked  disturbance,  and 
with  no  very  striking  phenomena.  The  case  is  different  in  distinct  and 
separate  abscess  or  abscesses.  These,  if  of  a  size  at  all  considerable, 
are  seldom  or  never  absorbed,  and  rarely  remain  so  passive  as  not  to  oc- 
casion unequivocal  disturbance,  and  this  continues  until  the  contents  of 
the  abscess  pass  off  by  the  hepatic  ducts,  or  by  making  their  way  into 
the  stomach  or  bowels,  or  through  the  abdominal  walls,  or,  with  a  fatal 
result,  bursting  into  the  peritoneum. 

Adhesive  inflammation  of  the  liver,  or  that  in  which  coagulable  lymph 
is  poured  out  around  the  lobules,  the  hepatic  ducts,  the  hepatic  veins, 
&c,  may  have,  though  in  a  different  way,  equally  disastrous  effects  with 
suppurative  inflammation.  The  lymph  agglutinates,  and  if  in  large 
quantity,  and  diffused  through  a  large  extent  of  the  liver,  converts  into  a 
solid  mass  and  destroys  the  function  of  a  more  or  less  considerable  part 
of  the  organ,  and  this  irremediably. 

These  forms  of  hepatic  inflammation  are  to  be  treated  with  energy. 
Bleeding  from  the  arm,  in  plethoric  and  young  subjects,  is  to  be  promptly 
adopted,  as  well  as  local  bloodletting  by  cupping.  Mercury  may  be 
given  in  doses  of  from  three  to  twenty  grains,  at  intervals,  or  in  large 
single  doses.  In  France,  the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony  is  relied  on, 
and,  no  doubt,  combined  with  mercury,  it  is  advantageous.  On  the  Con- 
tinent, also,  it  is  deemed  of  importance  to  ascertain  if  the  inflammation  is 
more  on  the  convex  or  concave  surface  of  the  organ.  If  in  the  latter 
situation,  leeches  should  be  freely  applied  round  the  anus.  There,  too, 
they  consider  warm  baths  useful  auxiliaries,  and  give  freely  drinks  of  ta- 
raxacum, nitre,  manna,  &c. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  cases  of  hepatic  abscess  are  owing  to 
suppuration  and  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels. 
Globules  of  pus  pass  into  the  hemorrhoidal  or  other  veins,  and  are  car- 
tied  by  the  portal  vein  into  the  liver,  and  there  become  impacted,  and 
give  rise  to  abscess.  Hence  all  operations  about  the  rectum  are  never 
free  from  this  danger ;  and  it  is  one  among  other  reasons  why  we  would, 
as  often  as  possible,  decline  such  operations. — London  Lancet. 
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Anomalous  Disease  in  the  Country. — A  physician  residing  at  Millbury, 
Mass.,  in  writing  to  a  medical  friend  in  Boston,  under  date  of  March 
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27th,  thus  speaks  of  a  perplexing  and  fatal  disease  that  now  exists  in  his 
neighborhood. 

"There  has  been  a  most  fatal  disease  prevailing  in  this  town  and  in 
Sutton  for  a  few  weeks  past.  It  is  something  entirely  new  to  all  the  old 
doctors.  The  patient  is  seized  with  severe  cold  and  shivering,  and  in  a 
few  moments  (in  severe  cases)  becomes  insensible.  After  insensibility 
comes  on  (it  is  not  quite  perfect  in  all  cases)  the  patient  is  very  restless, 
but  makes  no  complaint,  further  than  to  say  4  0  dear,'  or  4  0  my  head 
and  back.'  There  has  been  one  case  of  death  in  less  than  twelve  hours 
after  the  first  attack.  Others  have  lived  twenty-four  or  thirty-six  hours, 
and  one  case  continued  two  weeks.  This  last  was  examined.  The  in- 
ternal organs  showed  no  marked  disease.  The  brain  was  not  congested, 
though  I  think  some  pus  was  found  in  the  ventricles.  But  the  arachnoid 
membrane  covering  the  brain,  thp  medulla  oblongata,  and  the  whole 
spinal  marrow,  were  found  in  a  highly  inflamed  state,  and  contained  large 
collections  of  pus  underneath  the  whole  extent.  Those  who  examined 
the  subject,  and  they  were  men  who  have  made  many  post-mortem  exa- 
minations, both  in  this  country  and  in  France,  said  they  had  never  seen 
the  like  before.  A  child  who  died  in  less  than  twelve  hours  after  being 
taken  was  examined  in  Sutton  last  week,  but  I  have  seen  no  one  since  to 
give  me  a  report  of  the  case.  A  man  45  or  50  years  of  age,  one  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  in  this  town,  prepared  to  go  to  meeting  on  Sun- 
day, was  taken  with  this  anomalous  disease  just  as  he  was  about  to  start, 
and  died  last  night  (Monday).  A  child  also  died  in  town  last  night. 
The  doctors  do  not  know  what  name  to  give  it,  or  what  treatment  to  pur- 
sue. Perhaps  there  have  been  twenty  deaths  in  this  town  and  Sutton, 
from  this  new  malady,  within  four  weeks." 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  some  further  particulars  of  the  epidemic 
have  been  received  from  Dr.  Stone,  of  Auburn.  He  gives  to  it  the  name 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  represents  the  treatment  which  has  been 
pursued  as  entirely  ineffectual.    His  paper  will  appear  next  week. 


Boston  Medical  Association. — The  members  were  called  together  on 
Wednesday,  March  28th,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  As- 
sociation would  send  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association.  It 
was  voted  to  do  so,  the  number  was  fixed  at  twenty,  and  selected  by  a 
special  committee,  as  follows: — A.  A.  Watson,  J.  W.  Warren,  N.  B. 
Shurtleff,  R.  H.  Salter,  Le  Baron  Russell,  W.  T.  Parker,  W.  W.  Morland, 
G.  K.  Lyman,  C.  T.  Jackson,  A.  B.  Snow,  John  Odin,  Jr.,  George  Hay- 
ward,  Jr.,  F.  H.  Gray,  Charles  Gordon,  John  H.  Dix,  Geo.  Derby,  E.  H. 
Clarke,  P.  M.  Crane,  F.  S.  Ainsworth,  S.  L.  Abbot. 

While  waiting  for  the  list  of  nomination,  an  instructive  discussion  sprung 
up  in  regard  to  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever,  which  was  conducted  by 
Dr.  Channing,  Dr.  Strong  and  others.  The  first  gentleman  spoke  of  the 
fact  that  erysipelas  has  not  only  been  wide-spread,  but  quite  fatal.  He 
very  justly  observed  that  a  history  of  the  treatment  of  successful  cases 
would  be  of  value  to  the  profession.  Dr.  Flint  inquired  whether  Dr. 
Channing  took  any  special  precautions  in  visiting  puerperal  patients,  after 
leaving  those  laboring  under  erysipelas  ?  Dr.  C.  replied  that  no  disin- 
fecting agents  were  resorted  to — but  many  hours  intervened  in  such  cases 
before  going  to  the  sick  room  where  puerperal  disease  existed.  Some 
practitioners  in  Boston  entirely  refused  to  visit  puerperal  patients  while  in 
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attendance  on  erysipelas,  for  fear  of  conveying  that  certain  something 
which  proved  disastrous  to  the  latter.  This  subject  might  be  resumed 
with  much  profit  to  the  profession. 


Extract  of  Clover. — The  Shakers  of  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  prepare  a  deli- 
cate article,  which  is  represented  to  possess  very  important  properties,  by 
boiling  the  blossoms  of  red  clover  (Trifolium  Pratense)  till  an  extract  is  ob- 
tained, of  a  certain  consistency,  recognized  by  them  as  being  the  medicinal 
point,  and  which  is  particularly  used  as  an  external  application  in  ulcera- 
tions. Those  who  have  made  themselves  familiar  with  this  compara- 
tively new  preparation,  say  that  it  acts  like  a  charm  in  altering  the  condi- 
tion of  the  most  formidable  class  of  ulcers.  Such,  in  short,  are  the  fa- 
vorable representations  from  reliable  sources,  that  hospital  surgeons  might 
find  it  advantageous  to  use  it  at  once,  especially  as  it  is  so  mild  and  deli- 
cate that  no  disturbance  in  the  system  may  be  feared,  however  liberally 
the  extract  is  applied. 


Sick-room  Bedstead. — Mr.  Nathaniel  Carter,  of  Trumbull  street,  Boston, 
an  ingenious  \nechanic,  has  invented  a  bedstead  frame  that  will  be  re- 
garded as  an  important  improvement  upon  all  the  contrivances  extant,  in- 
tended to  facilitate  the  movements  of  invalids  while  confined  to  the  bed. 
By  the  turn  of  a  winch,  the  upper  half  raises  the  patient  to  any  desired 
angle,  and  maintains  it  as  long  as  may  be  desirable.  With  equal  facility, 
the  lower  part  is  elevated,  so  as  to  bend  the  knees,  or  give  almost  any 
direction  to  a  fractured  limb.  The  whole  frame-work  is  also  readily  raised 
or  depressed  on  either  side,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  occupant  to  a 
chair  or  another  bed,  as  the  case  may  be.  Other  advantages  are  obtained 
by  this  unique  construction,  of  obvious  utility,  which  greatly  enhance  its 
value.  For  hospital  wards,  no  kind  of  bedstead  now  in  use,  we  should 
think,  is  to  be  compared  to  Mr.  Carter's— and  in  the  sick  chamber  of  a  pri- 
vate family,  it  would  be  prized  exceedingly.  If  the  price,  when  manufac- 
tured, is  within  the  means  of  people  of  limited  circumstances,  the 
new  bedstead  will  be  extensively  patronized.  We  trust,  therefore, 
that  those  who  control  the  sales  will  consult  their  own  interest  as 
well  as  the  circumstances  of  persons  of  moderate  means,  and  not  suffer 
the  price  to  exclude  this  excellent  device  from  the  humblest  sick  room  in 
the  community. 


Improved  Pessary. — We  alluded,  a  few  weeks  since,  to  a  pessary  in- 
vented by  Dr.  J.  H.  Robinson.  Believing  it  the  most  perfect  and  valuable 
instrument  of  the  kind,  offered  to  the  community  for  the  support  of  the 
prolapsed  uterus,  we  now  propose  to  speak  of  it  more  fully.  It  is  made 
of  a  new  material,  which  the  inventor  calls  the  carbonized  mixture.  It  is 
very  indestructible  in  its  nature,  and  unaffected  by  the  secretions  of  the 
parts  with  which  it  is  to  remain  in  contact.  It  is  extremely  light — much 
lighter  than  any  pessary  ever  before  employed,  which  fact  greatly  enhances 
its  value.  Its  adaptation  to  the  organs  seems  perfect,  and  we  opine  that  it 
would  puzzle  the  most  ingenious  to  suggest  an  improvement.  It  promises 
to  supersede  all  other  instruments  of  the  kind  now  in  use.  The  inventor 
is  about  to  open  an  office  for  its  sale  and  application,  and  we  hope  he  will 
meet  with  that  encouragement  which  his  invention  deserves.    A  comrauni- 
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cation  appears  on  another  page,  from  Dr.  Robinson,  on  the  subject  to  which 
these  observations  refer. 


Dental  Operating  Chair. — Mr.  N.  C.  Fowler,  of  Boston,  is  the  in- 
ventor of  a  novel  kind  of  chair  for  dentists,  that  combines  a  variety  of 
mechanical  principles  and  conveniences.  He  will  take  it,  we  understand, 
to  the  Baltimore  Dental  College  ;  and  if  it  meets  the  approval  of  the  faculty 
of  that  institution,  his  prospects  will  be  flattering.  The  chair  is  a  work- 
shop in  miniature,  a  trunk,  and  might  be  a  bed  also,  with  a  little  modifica- 
tion of  some  of  the  bars.  Travelling  operators,  and  those  making  voyages, 
will  be  essentially  benefited  by  this  curious  piece  of  mechanism. 


State  of  New  York  Medical  Transactions. — With  commendable  promp- 
titude, Part  III.  of  Vol.  7,  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  has  been  published  and  distributed,  since  the  an- 
nual meeting,  February  6th.  Dr.  Stevens's  address,  a  synopsis  of  which 
has  appeared  in  this  Journal,  is  the  leading  paper,  followed  by  one  from 
the  pen  of  D.  T.  Jones,  M.D.,  of  Baldwinsville,  On  the  Diseases  of  the 
County  of  Onondaga.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Society  is  very  sat- 
isfactory. A  medical  prize  fund  has  been  raised  to  $141  62.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted  : — "  Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  Society,  that 
all  articles  put  up  for  medical  use  and  offered  for  sale,  should  be  labelled  in 
the  English  language,  giving  the  names  and  qualities  of  the  ingredients 
they  contain,  and  the  method  of  compounding  them."  Dr.  Stevens  pro- 
posed to  recommend  General  Zachary  Taylor,  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  honorary  degree  of  M.D.,  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  ; 
but  a  substitute  was  offered  by  Dr.  Hamilton,  which  was  adopted  after 
some  debate.  A  prize  of  $20  is  offered  by  the  Society,  for  a  tract  of  not 
less  than  four,  or  more  than  sixteen  pages,  which  shall  most  clearly  expose 
the  pernicious  influences  of  nostrums  or  secret  medicines  upon  the  health 
and  morals  of  the  community.  Dr.  Alex.  H.  Stevens  was  elected  Presi- 
dent;  Dr.  Alex.  Thompson,  Vice  President ;  Dr.  Peter  Van  Buren,  Secre- 
tary ;  and  Dr.  Peter  Van  Olinda,  Treasurer.  Dr.  A.  Clark  and  Dr.  J. 
Parrish,  of  Philadelphia,  were  elected  honorary  members.  Drs.  Wm.  D. 
Purple,  Green,  Chenango  Co.;  Lewis  Risrgs,  Homer,  Cortland  Co.; 
Arba  Blair,  Rome,  Oneida  Co. ;  and  John  W.  Riggs,  Fort  Plain,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  were  recommended  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  for  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 


Kentucky  Penitentiary  Report. — Those  who  have  access  to  the  last  Re- 
port of  the  Keeper  of  the  Kentucky  State  Prison,  will  be  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  order,  vigilance,  and  active  humanity  which  characterize 
the  management  of  that  institution.  It  seems  that  one  of  the  barbarities  of 
a  former  system  of  discipline  in  this  Penitentiary,  was  to  shave  the  heads 
of  refractory  prisoners,  once  a  week,  so  that  they  resembled,  above  their 
shoulders,  a  group  of  Chinese  Mandarins.  This  has  now  been  abolished. 
At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  present  benevolent  Superintendent,  the  law 
requiring  this  hebdomadal  abomination  was  repealed,  and  permission  was 
given  to  shave  the  heads  of  his  incarcerated  inmates,  at  discretion,  as 
their  conduct  might  require.  Happily  the  discovery  has  been  made  there 
that  maiming,  cropping,  shaving  the  head,  and  the  like  degrading  opera- 
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tions,  do  vastly  more  harm  than  good.  It  is  impossible  to  cudgel  refractory 
spirits,  such  as  tenant  prisons,  into  a  model  morality.  W.  C.  Sneed,  M.D., 
the  Physician,  has  appended  to  the  same  document  a  statistical  account  of 
the  sanatory  condition  of  the  prison,  that  establishes  another  fact  of  mo- 
ment, viz.,  that  he,  as  well  as  Mr.  Craig,  the  agent  and  manager,  is  well 
fitted  for  the  position  he  sustains.  In  the  year  1848,  there  were  244  pa- 
tients in  the  prison  hospital — of  whom  128  were  cured,  68  relieved,  no  one 
died,  and  none  remaining  in  wards.  Yet  the  hospital  is  represented  as 
badly  suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used.  The  great  and  generous 
State  of  Kentucky  must  have  an  overhauling  of  the  interior,  and  give  the 
doctor  better  conveniences  for  conducting  successfully  the  important  de- 
partment confided  to  his  charge. 


Origin  of  Epidemics. — A  paper  of  sixteen  octavo  pages,  on  the  "  ori- 
gin of  epidemics,  and  a  physical  and  chemical  analysis  of  their  specific 
cause,  on  a  new  theory  of  matter  and  form,  by  J.  Wishart,  M.D.,"  has 
been  on  hand  several  weeks.  The  author  is  a  close  observer,  and  a  man 
of  patient  research — a  fact  that  is  apparent  in  the  pamphlet  before  us.  He 
wrote  on  the  origin  of  fevers  in  the  Missouri  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
about  a  year  since — taking  this  position,  viz.,  "  that  the  human  body 
could  re-produce  no  miasms  but  its  oivn  "  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  essay 
before  us,  says  that  this  declaration  is  fully  sustained,  "  and  the  hypothesis 
of  contagion  must  be  supported  by  new  arguments  or  sink  into  oblivion." 


Dr.  Brainard's  Valedictory. — By  request  of  the  class  the  valedictory  to 
the  graduates,  a  few  weeks  since,  by  Daniel  Brainard,  M.D.,  President  of 
the  Rush  Medical  College,  referred  to  in  last  week's  Journal,  has  been  pub- 
lished. It  simply,  but  properly,  recounts  the  claims  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, on  the  score  of  what  it  has  achieved  for  humanity,  and  on  that  account 
becomes  an  essential  page  in  the  medical  literature  of  the  country.  Dr. 
Brainard  has  no  rhetorical  figures  ;  no  sudden  surprisals  in  the  way  of  bold 
assertions.  On  the  contrary,  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  argument  characterizes 
his  style  of  writing,  which  will  always  command  respect. 


Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. — In  addition  to  the 
names  already  mentioned  as  delegates  from  this  city,  the  following  have 
been  appointed. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  Suffolk  District — Drs.  James 
Jackson,  G.  C.  Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow,  Geo.  Hayward,  Geo.  Parkman, 
Edw.  Reynolds,  S.  D.  Townsend,  John  Homans,  Chas.  Chase,  Ephraim 
Buck,  M.  S.  Perry,  D.  H.  Storer,  A.  A.  Gould,  Samuel  Morrill,  John  Flint, 
J.  Mason  Warren,  Ezra  Palmer,  Henry  Dyer, Geo.  Bartlett,  Henry  G.Clark, 
Charles  Mifflin,  Win.  E.  Coale,  E.  W.  Blake,  Wm.  J.  Dale. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital — Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  Jacob  Bigelow. 

Harvard  University — Drs.  John  Ware,  O.  W.  Holmes. 

Boston  Lying-in  Hospital — Drs.  Walter  Channing,  C.  G.  Putnam. 

Tremont-street  Medical  School — Drs.  O.  W.  Holmes,  Henry  J.  Bigelow. 

Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary — Drs.  George  A.  Bethune,  Rob't 
Hooper. 

Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement — Drs.  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  J.  B. 
Gregerson,  H.  B.  Inches,  Samuel  Parkman,  Samuel  Cabot. 
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American  Medical  Association. — To  the  Editor,  &c.  Sir, — I  have 
received  notices  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  following  societies  to  attend 
the  next  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  : — Peoria  District 
Medical  Society;  Medical  Society  of  Oneida  County;  New  Hampshire 
Medical  Society;  Medical  Convention  of  Virginia;  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society  ;  Alleghany  County  Medical  Society  ;  Society  of  Southern  Cen- 
tral New  York;  Medicaf  College  of  Ohio;  North  Western  Academy 
of  Natural  and  Medical  Sciences  of  Indiana  Medical  College;  Indiana 
Medical  College;  Strafford  District  Medical  Society;  Medical  Society 
of  Delaware  ;  Philadelphia  Dispensary;  Qollege  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society;  Randolph  Macon  College, 
Va.  ;  Georgia  Medical  Society;  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Cincinnati ; 
Baltimore  Infirmary;  University  of  Maryland;  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York  ;  Norfolk  Medical  Society,  Va.  ;  Camden  District 
Medical  Society,  N.  J.  ;  Providence  Medical  Association  ;  Boston  Dispen- 
sary; Worcester  Medical  District  Society. 

It  is  quite  important  for  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  to  receive 
copies  of  the  names  of  all  delegates  chosen.  It  is  hoped  that  Secretaries 
of  all  associations  who  appoint  delegates  will  give  notice  of  the  same  to 
the  subscriber.  Henry  1.  Bowditch,  Sec'y  Am.  Med.  Association. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Drs.  Johnson  &  Bowman,  of  St.  Louis,  are  the  inventors  of  a  new  spring 
lancet,  which  promises  to  become  extensively  useful,  provided  the  price  is  reasonable. — A  new 
hospital  just  below  New  Orleans,  erected  by  the  United  States,  consists  of  four  large  buildings, 
and  cost  %  150,000.  They  form  a  square  of  more  than  a  hundred  yards  in  extent.  Their  capacity 
is  equal  to  accommodating  a  thousand  patients. — Ship  fever  is  beginning  to  re-appear  among  the 
emigrants  who  arrive  in  southern  ports. — Druggists  are  laughing  at  the  drug  law.  They  suspect, 
but  without  reason,  that  a  plan  is  on  foot  to  have  all  druggists  and  apothecaries  dependent  on  some 
picked  men  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  license  to  sell  medicines. — Hooping  cough 
and  measles  prevailed  to  an  unusual  degree  at  the  Sardwich  Islands,  and  the  natives  were  dying 
in  great  numbers,  at  the  last  advices. — Smallpox  prevails  somewhat  extensively  in  Vicksburg 
(Miss.,)  and  cases  have  also  created  some  alarm  in  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  Pitts- 
burgh.— Dr.  Francis  M.  Gunnel  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. — Dr. 
Smilie's  history  of  the  original  application  of  anaesthetic  agents,  delivered  at  the  Castleton  Medical 
College,  has  appeared  in  a  beautifully  printed  pamphlet. — Measles  is  still  exceedingly  rife  in  Boston 
and  its  vicinity. — Cholera  is  again  creeping  up  the  great  rivers  of  the  West,  from  New  Orleans. 
— The  members  of  the  Suffolk  Medical  District  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  hold  an 
adjourned  meeting  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Tremont  street,  the  last  Wednesday  in  April.  A  punc- 
tual attendance  is  requested. — A  new  volume  of  the  American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  at  New 
York,  commences  with  the  next  number. — The  Natural  History  of  New  York,  now  in  course  of 
publication,  has  cost  5413,000,  in  addition  to  #34,000  contracted  for  but  not  paid.  The  work  will 
cost  about  $76,000  to  complete  it. — It  is  thought  that  a  plot  of  ground  at  East  Boston  should  be 
secured,  while  it  can  be  had  at  a  moderate  price,  for  a  public  hospital.  The  population  is  destined 
to  be  very  large  in  that  island,  and  being  cut  off  from  the  city  proper  by  a  ferry,  the  advantages  of 
a  hospital  to  a  dense  manufacturing  community,  must  be  obvious. — The  Hunterian  Oration  was 
delivered  on  the  14th  of  February,  in  the  Theatre  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  London,  by  Mr. 
Caesar  Hawkins,  in  the  presence  of  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  and  other  distinguished  visiters,  most  of  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  a  large  assemblage  of  fellows  and  members  of  the  College,  students,  &c. 


To  Correspondents. — In  addition  to  papers  which  have  been  already  acknowledged,  there 
have  been  received  Dr.  Stone's  account  of  the  epidemic  in  Millbury,  Dr.  Dexter's  case  of  Renal 
Calculus,  and  Dr.  King  on  the  External  Application  of  Chloroform.  Another  of  Dr.  Dick's  valu- 
able papers  on  Dyspepsia,  which  are  inserted  very  irregularly  in  the  London  Lancet,  but  which 
have  thus  far  been  copied  entire  into  this  Journal,  may  be  found  in  this  number. 


He-port  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  March  31st,  76.— Males,  39— females.  37.— 
Of  consumption,  7 — typhus  fever.  1 — scarlet  fever, 6— lung  fever,  7 — measles,  7 — infantile,  11  — 
marasmus,  3 — erysipelas,  1 — convulsions,  2 — scrofula,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 — disease  of  the  brain, 
1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — old  age,  ] — teething,  2 — croup,  2 — 
canker,  1 — dysentery,  1 — intemperance,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  9 — brain  fever,  1— pleurisy,  1— • 
pneumonia,  i — abscess,  1 — suicide,  1 — dropsy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  throat,  1. 

Under  5  years,  50 — between  5  and  20  years,  6 — between  20  and  40  years,  11 — between  40  and 
60  years,  5 — over  60  years,  4. 
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Health  of  New  Orleans. — The  cholera,  though  gradually  and  steadily 
declining,  still  lingers  in  our  city,  and  we  know  not  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  announce  its  total  disappearance  from  New  Orleans.  It  has  not  declined 
as  rapidly  as  did  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  here  in  1832.  Still  it  retains 
a  feeble  hold  upon  our  population,  as  shown  by  the  deaths  from  this  dis- 
ease, for  the  week  ending  17th  February,  amounting  to  64,  and  for  the 
week  previous,  about  SO,  thus  indicating  a  diminution  of  20  deaths  weekly. 

About  the  middle  of  February,  we  had  several  days  of  rainy  weather, 
when  suddenly  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  north,  and  we  had  a  heavy 
sleet,  accompanied  with  ice  more  than  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  thermo- 
meter fell  as  low  as  26°  ju*t  before  sunrise  ;  and  even  at  mid-day,  evidences 
of  the  freezing  were  abundant  in  our  streets.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  that  this  remarkable,  this  unprecedented  cold  weather  affected  to  any 
serious  extent  the  salubrity  of  our  population  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  believe 
it  has  had  a  decidedly  favorable  influence.  During  the  latter  part  of  Febru- 
ary we  had  our  usual  mild  and  balmy  weather,  which  produced  a  pleasing 
revulsive  effect  upon  the  moral  feelings  and  physical  system  of  the  commu- 
nity— the  better  prepared  to  enjoy  the  change,  by  contrasting  it  with  the 
previous  cold  and  unseasonable  temperature.  Whether  the  cholera  super- 
seded or  absorbed  our  usual  winter  diseases  or  not,  certainly  we  have  been 
less  afflicted  than  usual  with  this  class  of  affections. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  immigrants,  chiefly  Irish,  have  been 
flocking  to  our  shores  in  great  numbers;  and  as  might  be  expected,  many 
of  those  who  embark  for  our  port,  sicken  and  die  during  the  voyage,  of  ship 
or  typhoid  fever — the  result  of  a  crowded  stale  of  the  vessel,  a  limited  sup- 
ply of  provisions  of  a  bad  quality,  and  neglect  of  personal  cleanliness.  It 
has  been  our  lot  to  board  many  of  the  immigrant  ships,  when  they  reach 
our  port,  and  we  are  surprised  that  so  little  sickness  and  so  few  deaths  are 
witnessed  among  them. 

In  the  first  place,  these  vessels  are  too  much  crowded  ;  thev  should  not 
be  allowed  to  bring  more  than  one-third  their  usual  number.  The  shipping 
agents  at  Liverpool  and  the  ports  of  Ireland,  regardless  alike  of  the  com- 
forts and  lives  of  these  people,  drive  them  on  board  the  vessel,  like  "  sheep 
for  the  shambles,"  too  often  illy  provided  with  the  comforts  necessary  for 
sustaining  healthful  existence,  and  many  of  them,  at  the  time  of  their  em- 
barkation, with  the  seeds  of  disease  in  their  systems. 

Is  it  astonishing  that  disease  should  be  generated  and  propagated  among 
them  during  a  long  and  boisterous  voyage  across  the  Atlantic?  Strange 
indeed,  with  their  well-known  want  of  cleanliness,  if  some  infectious  disease 
did  not  consign  many  of  them  to  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  far  from  the  sea- 
girl  shores  of  their  beloved  Erin.  It  has  been  maintained  by  some  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  writers,  that  typhus  is  a  disease  peculiar  to  the  Irish — that  it 
should,  in  the  language  of  an  old  sea  captain,  be  called  "Irish  fever," 
because  this  people,  from  their  total  want  of  cleanliness,  and  habits  of  life, 
carry  it  with  them  into  almost  every  part  of  the  world.  Certain  it  is.  it 
cannot  be  developed  and  propagated  to  any  extent  in  localities  where  filth 
does  not  abound.— New  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Georgia  Medical  Convention.— A  convention  of  the  physicians  of  Geor- 
gia was"  proposed  to  be  held  in  Augusta  on  the  20th  of  February;  the 
object  of  which  was  to  "adopt  such  measures  for  the  improvement  and 
benefit  of  the  profession  as  they  may  deem  proper." 
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NO.  XI  BY  CHARLES  WILLIAM  PARSONS,  M.D.,  PROVIDENCE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.  | 

"  Vis  Medicatrix  Natures — How  far  is  it  to  be  relied  on  in  the  Treat- 
ment  of  Diseases!" 


 "  tenues  grandia  "  

  Horat.  Lyric,  Lib.  i.,  Carm.  vi. 

The  term  vis  medicatrix  natures,  has  been  misused  by  some  theorizers  in 
medicine,  till  the  truth  it  expresses  has  been  thrown  a  little  into  disrepute. 
It  has  been  made  to  stand  for  a  sort  of  mythological  personage,  an 
angel  of  Hygeia,  deputed  to  guard  over  the  sick,  and  guide  the  events  of 
disease  by  her  intelligent  watchfulness  into  favorable  issues.  In  our  own 
day,  some  speak  of  the  powers  of  re-action  as  a  set  of  independent  func- 
tions, overruling  the  course  of  diseases  ;  instead  of  being  simply  the  result  of 
functions  that  exist  in  health,  now  called  out  in  a  peculiar  way,  or  excited 
in  a  higher  degree,  by  some  unusual,  disturbing  cause.  Hence  we  hear  it 
said  that  one  person  has  stronger,  another  has  weaker  powers  of  re-action. 
In  truth,  however,  the  same  person,  or  the  same  sort  of  constitution, 
that  resists  one  kind  of  injury  well,  yields  very  easily  to  another.  The 
power  of  re-acting  under  a  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  and  that  of  re- 
pairing loss  of  substance  from  a  mechanical  injury,  by  no  ,  means  go 
together.  Children,  for  instance,  easily  sink  under  exposure  to  cold,  or 
under  the  shock  of  a  large  burn  ;  while  they  easily  repair  a  loss  of  sub- 
stance, as  their  nutritive  processes  are  active. 

In  health,  we  continually  see  outward  disturbing  causes  resisted  by  the 
living  organs,  and  the  machinery  kept  in  harmonious  play  by  powers 
belonging  to  itself.  A  blow  is  warded  off  by  instinctive  movements  ;  heat 
calls  forth  on  the  skin  a  cooling,  evaporating  liquid  ;  cold  rouses  the 
heat-producing  powers  ;  sneezing  occurs,  to  throw  ofFirritating  particles  from 
the  nostrils.  All  the  protective  reflex  actions  to  which  Marshall  Hall's 
researches  have  furnished  the  key,  are  instances  of  the  same  thing. 
These  may  very  properly  be  all  considered  together,  and  ascribed  to  a 
preservative  power,  or,  if  there  be  any  virtue  in  a  Latin  phrase,  to  the 
vis  conservatrix  naturce.  Now,  no  line  can  be  drawn  between  these 
means  that  preserve  the  equilibrium  of  health,  and  those  by  which  stronger 
10 


190 


Fiske  Fund  Prize  Dissertation. 


disturbing  influences  are  repelled,  and  which  we  may  call  remedial,  in- 
stead of  conservative.  The  causes  of  disease  are  disturbing  powers,  from 
within  or  without,  that  produce  greater  departures  from  this  equilibrium 
of  health.  The  resulting  diseases  show  us  together  the  direct  effects 
of  the  offending  cause,  and  those  of  the  re-active  efforts  of  the  system. 
These  last  may  be  considered  together,  by  themselves,  and  ascribed,  for 
convenience's  sake,  to  a  restorative  power — the  vis  medicatrix  naturce. 
Again,  these  restorative  efforts  being  themselves  out  of  the  regular  course 
of  things,  may  themselves  be  disturbing  causes,  leading  to  new  attempts 
at  restoration. 

The  laws  which  rule  the  vis  medicatrix  nature  are  very  hard  to  study 
and  understand.  The  more  intricate  processes  of  disease  cannot  Ui- 
watched  by  the  eye,  and  only  in  certain  situations  by  the  ear.  They 
are  controlled  by  a  thousand  subtle  influences,  springing  from  all  the  mu- 
tually dependent  parts  of  our  frame,  and  from  the  infinitely  varied  agen- 
cies that  surround  us.  They  vary  in  each  individual,  both  on  account  of 
"  original  differences  of  constitution,  which  are  manifested  in  no  way  but 
by  re-action  in  disease,"  and  of  "  the  particular  state  in  which  the  econo- 
my may  be  in  regard  to  the  integrity  of  its  organs,  or  the  perfection  of 
their  functions  at  the  moment  when  first  impressed  by  the  morbid  agent. 
Hence  medical  experience  is  endless."*  Again,  moral  considerations 
come  in  to  hinder  the  free  study  of  diseases  as  objects  of  natural  history. 
There  is  in  severe  cases  a  very  general  belief  that  interference  is  needed  ; 
and  we  cannot  sacrifice  our  patient's  health  or  life,  even  with  the  view  of 
gaining  valuable  knowledge.  We  cannot  experiment  with  them  as  with 
re-agents  in  a  laboratory. 

Accordingly,  the  only  natural  remedial  processes  we  are  really  well 
acquainted  with  are  those  which  are  called  into  play  by  causes  easily  un- 
derstood, and  easily  excited  at  will,  and  which  are  directly  obser- 
vable by  the  senses.  Such  are  the  means  of  repairing  mechanical  inju- 
ries. They  have  been  well  described,  both  by  surgical  and  physiologi- 
cal writers  ;  and  the  visible  facts  are  pretty  well  understood,  though  some 
points  of  theory  are  in  dispute. 

Our  strength  of  belief  here,  as  everywhere,  bears  proportion  to  the 
completeness  of  our  knowledge.  Everybody  owns  that  in  the  healing  of 
wounds,  nature  does  the  work  ;  art  only  supplies  and  regulates  the  condi- 
tions. These  processes  can  be  seen  ;  their  exciting  causes  we  can  fully  un- 
derstand ;  and  they  can  be  studied  in  experiments  on  animals,  which  inge- 
nuity can  vary  at  will.  In  internal  processes  of  disease  and  natural  cure, 
our  knowledge  is  more  limited,  and  the  conviction  of  a  healing  intention 
in  them  is  proportionately  weaker.  Among  the  reasons  for  hoping  an  ad- 
vancement in  this  knowledge,  may  be  named,  the  improvement  in  our 
means  of  diagnosis,  and  of  tracing  the  steps  of  nature  in  internal  diseases, 
particularly  by  auscultation — the  lessened  disposition  to  think  medicines 
necessary,  which  allows  the  physician  to  observe,  without  embarrassment, 
the  high  authorities  enrolled  in  the  list  of  observers  of  nature.     The  in- 


*  I  quote  from  a  manuscript  essay  of  my  late  endeared  friend,  Dr.  Albei  t  G.  Upham,  of  Boston, 
who  died  of  typhus  fever,  contracted  during  his  attendance  on  Irish  emigrants,  June  16,  1817. 
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creased  attention  to  diseases  of  animals,  which  we  can  observe  without 
being  troubled  by  moral  considerations,  may  lead  to  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  natural  cure  of  diseases. 

But  we  have  to  do  with  the  present,  and  treat  our  patients  accord- 
ing to  the  best  knowledge  of  our  day. 

Now  no  one  will  say  that  in  dealing  with  disease  we  should  leave  the 
sick  man  to  chance,  or  to  his  whims  and  appetites,  to  determine  the  con- 
ditions under  which  his  system  shall  work.  The  only  question,  in  any 
given  case,  will  be  between  the  two  ways  of  acting  now  to  be  named. 
First,  we  may  come  to  the  patient's  side,  understanding  what  can  be  un- 
derstood of  the  laws  of  re-action,  the  curative  efforts  of  nature,  and  with 
our  minds  and  senses  trained  to  observing  them,  and  merely  try  to  give 
these  efforts  a  fair  chance,  to  remove  obstacles  from  their  way,  without 
introducing  any  new  element  of  our  own  among  the  powers  at  work.  Or, 
secondly,  we  may  interfere  to  check  these  efforts  of  nature,  or  to  check 
them  in  one  direction  and  turn  them  into  another,  or  excite  or  modify  their 
operation,  or  introduce  some  new  agent  that  shall  call  forth  new  move- 
ments in  the  system. 

The  first  of  these  ways  of  acting  is  no  doubt  the  one  commonly  spoken 
of  as  trusting  nature.  It  includes  the  regulation  of  outward  influences, 
position,  bodily  and  mental  exercise,  he,  all  that  we  call  hygiene.  But 
we  may  do  much  more  than  this,  and  still  in  strict  truth  be  trusting  the 
vis  medicatrix  natures.  We  cannot  perhaps  see  the  truth  of  what  Hufe- 
land  says  :  "  All  healing  of  disease  is  effected  by  Nature  ;  art  is  only  her 
assistant,  and  cures  through  her.  Even  the  direct  cure  of  diseases  by 
means  of  what  are  called  specifics,  is  the  work  of  Nature."*  We  do  not 
understand  enough  of  the  modus  operandi  of  cinchona  in  intermittents,  for 
example,  to  fairly  see  how  this  is.  But  we  often  know  that  active  medi- 
cation is  used  only  to  remove  obstacles  to  the  natural  curative  powers. 
An  ascites  exists  ;  we  do  not  think  it  best  to  tap,  but  trust  the  absorbents 
to  remove  the  liquid.  We  enforce  an  equable  temperature,  restrict 
drinks,  &c,  so  that  the  intestinal  veins  may  not  be  too  full,  may  be  thirsty 
for  liquid.  For  just  the  same  purpose,  we  give  blue  pill  or  a  hydragogue, 
to  unload  the  capillaries  of  the  liver  or  intestinal  coats.  In  both  in- 
stances, we  try,  in  accordance  with  known  laws  of  physiology,  to  lessen 
the  contents  of  the  veins,  so  that  nature's  cure  may  go  on.  Still,  believ- 
ing such  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  Trustees,  I  shall  speak  of  all  such  ac- 
tive artificial  measures  as  remedial — as  not  what  is  intended  by  trusting  to 
nature. 

How  far,  then,  should  the  vis  medicatrix  natures  be  relied  on  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases  ?  The  question  cannot  be  answered  systematically 
and  in  full.  I  shall  only  try  to  name  some  principles  bearing  on  the 
main  question,  and  touch  on  some  of  the  more  important  disputed  points. 

I.  The  vis  medicatrix  natures  should  not  be  trusted  by  itself,  when 
there  arise  exceedingly  severe  symptoms,  or  events  in  the  processes  of  dis- 
ease which  are  immediately  dangerous  to  life,  or  to  some  important  or- 
gan, and  we  have  means  of  controlling  those  symptoms  or  events. 


*  Enchiridion  Medicum.  Berlin,  1836.  Translated  in  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
April,  1847. 
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Cases  of  this  sort,  may  happen  during  almost  any  course  of  diseased 
actions,  though  the  general  tendency  of  these  actions  may  be  to  restore 
health.  There  can  be  no  question  that  we  can  control  many  such  inci- 
dents in  disease,  though  it  may  be  harder  to  say  whether  we  can  directly 
shorten  the  diseased  processes.  Thus  it  may  be  doubted  how  far  blood- 
letting can  control  the  course  of  acute  pneumonia  ;  but  it  certainly  may 
relieve  urgent  pain  and  dyspnnea.  But,  by  relieving  the  patient  from 
exhausting  distress,  or  the  system  from  immediately  sinking  under  the 
weight  of  disease,  or  by  saving  some  important  part  from  being  imme- 
diately disorganized,  we  may  give  nature  a  fair  chance  to  work  out  a  cure. 
We  may  thus  determine  recovery,  from  a  disease*,  over  whose  essential 
chain  of  processes  we  have  no  direct  power.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  use  of  stimulants  in  protracted  typhoid  fevers.  Nature  is  elimi- 
nating the  poison  in  her  own  way  ;  we  sustain  the  strength,  combat  the 
immediate  "  tendency  towards  death,"  and  thus  give  her  time  to  do  this. 
So  in  the  processes  of  local  disease.  Almost  every  one  of  those  events 
grouped  under  the  name  inflammation,  may  threaten  immediately  to  de- 
stroy the  part  attacked,  or  life  itself.  Of  course,  as  these  occurrences  are 
incidental  and  various,  we  can  lay  down  no  general  proposition  as  to 
their  curability  ;  when  we  have  means  of  controlling  them,  we  must  do 
so,  and  not  trust  to  nature. 

Pain  itself  may  cause  death.  Dupuytren  spoke  of  children  dying  very 
soon  after  large  superficial  burns,  as  dying  from  a  "  hemorrhagic  de  sensi- 
bilite."  tn  all  cases,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  pain  is  to  be  lessened 
or  obviated,  if  possible.  I  cannot  thus  touch  on  this  duty,  without 
alluding  to  the  wonderful  instrument  for  this  purpose  lately  placed  in 
our  hands,  in  the  inhalation  of  the  ethers  and  chloroform.  Before  this 
essay  meets  the  eye  of  its  judges,  high  authority  will  have  spoken  at 
the  great  national  festival  of  our  profession,  on  the  merits  of  this  dis- 
covery. But  without  waiting  for  this  verdict,  we  can  now  positively 
claim  that  sensibility  can  be  suspended  for  a  short  time,  and,  as  a  rule, 
with  no  serious  consequences.  The  fact,  in  its  various  applications, 
strongly  rebukes  the  scepticism  which  would  reduce  medicine  to  a  mere 
curious  contemplation  ;  and  gives  the  brightest  encouragement  to  hope, 
that'science,  while  it  develops  the  resources  of  unaided  and  unthwarted 
nature,  will  also  add  to  the  list  of  cases  where  art  may  interfere  usefully. 

II.  The  vis  medicatrix  nature  is  not  to  be  trusted  by  itself,  when  a 
known  cause  of  disease  exists,  which  we  can  remove. 

Sometimes,  removing  the  cause  is  only  giving  nature  a  fair  chance  to 
act,  though  very  active  interference  may  be  needed  for  this  end.  In- 
stances are,  foreign  bodies  lodged  within  the  organs  (including  worms, 
sequestra,  decayed  teeth,  he.) — a  poison  which  we  can  neutralize  chemi- 
cally— any  irritant  which  we  can  remove  from  an  internal  surface  or  the 
skin — bad  hygienic  influences  of  air,  temperature,  moisture,  food  and 
drinks,  clothing,  position,  physical  exercise,  mental  or  moral  habits  and 
states.  To  get  rid  of  these,  is  only  to  clear  the  ground  for  nature's  heal- 
ing powers  to  work.  How  much  this  may  do  is  evinced,  more  strikingly 
than  by  any  other  example,  in  the  treatment  of  scurvy.  A  disease  that 
taints  the  whole  system,  yields  to  a  mere  change  of  diet. 
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But  when  the  cause  of  disease  springs  from  some  previous  derange- 
ment of  structure  or  function,  if  we  then  actively  interfere  to  remove  it, 
this  is  not  properly  trusting  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae.  Some  such 
causes  act  mechanically  in  part,  and  their  operation  is  best  understood. 
Thus,  stricture  of  the  natural  outlets  leads  to  retention  of  liquid  in  the 
deeper  cavities,  and  always  tends  to  produce  change  of  structure  there. 
The  effects  of  pressure  of  tumors,  impeding  venous  circulation,  conges- 
tion, serous  effusions,  varices,  &c,  are  familiar  examples.  But  no  me- 
chanical derangement  can  long  disturb  the  living  machinery  without  call- 
ing forth  re-actions  dependent  on  vital  laws  ;  and  often  we  cannot  ex- 
plain the  very  first  step  of  disease  by  mechanics  or  chemistry.  The 
vital  causes  are  less  understood,  but  not  less  important  as  furnishing  indi- 
cations of  treatment.  In  many  cases,  the  consideration  of  them  is  all 
that  gives  our  treatment  a  rational  character,  all  that  raises  it  above  a 
mere  set  of  empirical  rules,  or  above  systems  of  practice,  like  homoeopathy  , 
which  profess  to  see  in  diseases  only  groups  of  symptoms. 

As  a  pure  instance  of  alarming  symptoms  produced  by  a  known 
cause,  in  accordance  with  known  laws  of  physiology,  and  yielding  when 
the  cause  is  removed,  I  may  name  the  disorders  that  accompany  teeth- 
ing. Other  such  effects  produced  through  the  nervous  centres,  are  the 
wandering  pains,  often  relieved  by  depletion  or  irritants  over  the  spine, 
and  ascribed  to  "  spinal  irritation  " — traumatic  tetanus — hysteria  from 
uterine  derangement.  The  over-action  of  one  organ  or  set  of  organs  may 
follow  from  deficient  action  in  some  other  organ  or  system,  connected 
with  the  first,  as  parts  of  the  same  apparatus,  or  as  complementary  in 
function.  Such  instances  are  the  increased  action  of  heart  and  arteries 
in  anaemia,  sometimes  offering  a  deceptive  appearance  of  strength,  and 
leading  to  most  unpleasant  mistakes  of  diagnosis — the  increase  of  secre- 
tion from  mucous  membranes  when  that  of  the  skin  is  checked,  or  of  the 
liver  when  breathing  is  impeded. 

Now  in  a  large  proportion  of  these  cases  there  is  no  natural  tendency 
towards  a  cure.  In  glancing  over  the  few  instances  I  have  named,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  secondary  disorders  often  tend  to  aggravate  the 
original  ones  which  caused  them.  The  animal  functions  are  so  mutually 
connected,  that  new  derangements  in  one  part  re-act  injuriously  on  other 
organs.  In  those  cases,  where  a  cure  by  conversion  seems  to  be  at- 
tempted, very  often  the  new  remedy  is  worse  than  the  original  disease. 
An  ascites  or  pleuritic  effusion  sometimes  disappears  in  a  night ;  it  is 
just  as  likely  to  be  succeeded  by  effusion  in  the  cranium  and  death,  as 
by  watery  diarrhoea  or  any  other  comparatively  harmless  discharge,  and 
recovery.  The  vis  medicatrix  naturae  acts  not  by  intelligent  immediate 
superintendence  of  each  case,  but  by  general,  unaccommodating  laws. 
Again,  if  we  attack  the  effect  alone,  we  only  throw  back  the  first  disease 
on  the  system  with  new  force.  We  must  watch  the  re-actions  that  are 
set  up,  see  that  they  are  not  too  violent  or  in  a  harmful  direction  ;  but 
when  the  cause  can  be  safely  removed,  we  can  then  interfere  to  advantage. 

III.  We  may  sometimes  supply  the  necessary  conditions  or  stimuli  to 
those  actions  without  which  health  cannot  be  restored,  or  which  are  im- 
paired by  disease.    Often  nature,  by  means  of  appetite  or  instinct,  gives 
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a  hint  of  what  these  conditions  are  ;  and  in  obeying  this  hint,  we  may 
be  said  to  be  only  trusting  nature.  But  often  she  does  not  do  this  ;  and 
we  have  a  true  physiological  indication  for  treatment.  Thus,  the  blood 
cannot  do  its  duties  rightly  without  a  sufficient  proportion  of  iron.  In 
certain  diseased  states,  the  blood  is  wanting  in  iron.  This  state  tends  to 
perpetuate  itself;  the  poor  blood  causes  all  the  processes  of  nutrition 
to  be  ill  performed,  and  this,  in  turn,  keeps  the  blood  poor.  Physiology 
and  the  observation  of  every  physician  teach  the  usefulness  of  supplying 
the  needful  stimulus.  The  effect  of  introducing  iron  into  the  system  is 
permanent,  for  the  same  reason  which  makes  that  of  anaemia  permanent. 
The  nervous  system  acts  more  vigorously — the  stomach  digests  better 
— the  capillaries,  where  nutrition  proper  goes  on,  receive  the  stimulus  they 
need.  Yet  I  have  known  a  pale  and  suffering  female  long  deterred  from 
supplying  this  necessary  element  to  her  system,  because  of  the  re-action 
that  must  follow  ! 

The  same  advisers  who  condemn  as  unwarrantable  presumption,  and 
sure  to  be  followed  by  retribution,  this  use  of  iron,  or  supplying  to  the 
blood  its  deficient  part,  speak  of  the  harsh  applications  of  hydropathy  as 
merely  seconding  nature.  The  use  of  cold  water,  particularly  by  the 
shower  bath,  and  in  sea  bathing,  is  undoubtedly  of  the  highest  value  in 
chronic  anaemia,  when  it  is  well  borne.  But  the  violent  modes  of  apply- 
ing water  are  not  at  all  what  we  understand  by  trusting  nature.  No 
instinct  or  appetite  leads  to  them  ;  they  are  harsh  at  first,  and  do  harm 
except  as  the  system,  by  its  inherent  preservative  power,  re-acts 
against  their  immediate  shock.  Practices  which  bring  out  aises,  "  of 
six  inches,  with  thirty-two  heads"  (anthrax),  which  wring  from  their 
saturated  martyrs  sulphur  and  mercury  swallowed  twenty  or  twenty-eight 
years  before* — are  something  more  than  merely  seconding  nature. 

IV.  We  frequently  interfere  actively  to  excite  particular  functions  by 
unusual  artificial  applications  ;  we  give  cathartics,  diuretics,  &c.,  either 
directly  to  excite  functions  which  are  ill  performed,  or  for  some  further 
end.    Or,  we  use  general  stimulants  to  excite  many  functions  at  once. 

It  may  seem  a  truism  to  say  that  we  ought  to  be  sure,  before  doing 
this,  that  we  shall  do  good  and  not  harm — and  that  our  evidence  should 
come  either  from  actual  observation  of  similar  cases,  or  from  what  we 
know  of  the  dependence  of  functions,  or  both.  Yet  I  think  physicians 
are  often  deceived  by  employing  terms  which  seem  to  explain  the  reasons 
for  certain  strong  measures,  but  which  in  truth  give  no  explanation  at  all, 
and  are  good  for  nothing,  unless  as  the  facts  they  pretend  to  account  for 
are  well  ascertained.  Thus  we  hear  of  emetics  being  given  to  "  break 
up  the  train  of  morbid  actions,"  in  cases  of  threatened  fever,  or  phthisis. 
If  emetics  are  useful  in  such  cases,  let  us  accept  the  fact,  joyfully,  but  let 
us  not  mystify  either  doubtful  or  certain  truths  by  unnecessary,  pseudo- 
theoretical  words.  Phrases  like  the  above  may  easily  seem,  in  the  phy- 
sician's mind,  to  represent  principles  much  wider  in  their  application 
than  the  facts  on  wrhich  they  are  based. 

A  most  important  source  of  fallacy  is  overlooking  the  secondary 


*  See  "  The  Cold  Water  Cure,  as  practised  by  Vincent  Priessnitz,"  &c.  By  Richard  Beamish, 
Esq.,  F.R.S.,  &c.  &c. 
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effects  of  medicines.  Exciting  any  function  will  be  followed  by  depres- 
sion, requiring  stronger  stimuli  another  time.  Many  medicines  which  im- 
mediately relieve  urgent  symptoms  make  those  symptoms  more  likely 
to  recur.  Antimonials  added  to  expectorant  mixtures  make  the  bron- 
chial secretions  more  liquid,  and  lower  the  frequency  of  breathing,  and  thus 
promote  the  patient's  comfort.  But  if  these  mixtures  are  taken  for  a  long 
time,  the  antimony  causes  a  feverish  irritability,  acts  as  a  poison  to  the  ner- 
vous system,  and  alters  the  constitution  of  the  blood.  This  last  fact  ex- 
plains its  usefulness  in  inflammations,  with  abundant  plastic  material.  Some 
remarkable  cases  of  hemorrhage,  and  a  condition  allied  to  the  scorbutic, 
following  the  use  of  antimony,  are  published  by  Dr.  Peebles,  of  Virginia, 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  lor  the  present  year.  This 
whole  subject  of  the  secondary  effects  of  medicines  calls  for  renewed  in- 
vestigation. 

V.  The  vis  medicatrix  natiira  should  not  be  left  to  itself,  when  a 
disease  exists  which  we  have  specific  remedies  to  control.  There  are 
exceptions  to  this  statement,  since  there  may  be  contra-indications  to  any 
remedy  whatever. 

Scarcely  a  stronger  instance  is  known  of  the  power  of  medicine  to 
really  stop  morbid  processes,  without  seeming  to  affect  any  function,  than 
the  use  of  cinchona  in  intermittent  fevers,  uncomplicated  by  local  inflam- 
mation. Still  the  prognosis  of  simple  intermitients  is  usually  very  favora- 
ble, without  treatment.  "  Severe  tertians,"  says  Hippocrates,  w  deter- 
mine themselves  at  farthest  in  seven  paroxysms."*  Dr.  Eberle,  whose 
opinion  on  such  a  subject  is  of  great  value,  says — "  Quotidians,  if  they 
are  simple  and  regular,  will  tend  to  terminate  their  course  on  the  seventh 
day,  and  tertians  on  the  fourteenth.  Quartans  will  generally  run  on 
to  the  sixth  week.  The  disease  will  not  terminate  spontaneously  at  these 
periods,  but  its  tendency  to  do  so  will  be  such  that,  if  assisted  by  a  pro- 
per febrifuge,  it  will  not  only  more  certainly  be  arrested,  but  a  relapse 
will  scarcely  ever  occur,  unless  the  remote  cause  continues  to  act  on  the 
system."f 

Pinel,  one  of  the  most  accurate  and  truthful  observers  of  nature,  gives 
us  the  following  results  of  his  own  observations  in  tertian  fever.  "  I  ab- 
stained from  the  well-known  specific,  cinchona  ;  and  confined  myself  to 
the  use  of  some  indigenous  bitter  herbs.  It  resulted  from  my  first  tabu- 
lar summary,  that  of  60  cases  of  tertian,  36  recovered  by  the  11th  pa- 
roxysm (at  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  he.)  ;  that  of  the  remaining  24,  some  stop- 
ped at  the  10th,  14th,  he. ;  that  the  most  obstinate  only,  to  the  number 
of  four,  continued  to  31  or  32  paroxysms.  In  the  whole  60,  only  8  suf- 
fered a  relapse. "J 

Dr.  Eberle  usually  prefers  to  delay  using  the  specific,  till  the  period 
when  the  intermittent  would  of  itself  tend  to  cease.  When  a  tendency 
to  relapse  exists,  this  is  particularly  important.  "  I  have  found  agues, 
arrested  after  the  first  or  second  paroxysm,  relapse  again  and  again,  until 
they  were  suffered  to  run  on  to  the  fifth  or  seventh  day,  when  a  few 

*  Aphorism,  iv.,  59. 

f  Eberle's  Practice,  i.,  109. 

\  Diction,  des  Sciences  Medic,  xiv,,  253, 
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doses  of  quinine  put  a  permanent  stop  to  their  progress."*  Recamier  ad- 
vises a  similar  course.  The  experience  of  these  physicians  is  worth  much 
more  than  the  fears  formerly  entertained,  on  theoretical  grounds,  of  stop- 
ping the  natural  process  by  which  the  poison  is  being  eliminated,  and 
thereby  increasing  the  danger  of  local  congestion  afterwards. 

VI.  Among  acute  diseases,  one  class,  as  yet  of  uncertain  limits, 
comprehends  affections  which  run  through  a  definite  course,  varied  by 
varieties  of  constitution,  but  little  influenced  by  art.  When  nature 
has  been  compromised  by  the  attack  of  these  diseases,  she  seems  to 
have  a  set  of  actions  to  go  through  with,  which  we  cannot  assist  except 
indirectly,  and  cannot  to  any  good  purpose  check.  Such  are  the  first 
class  described  by  Dr.  Bigelow,  in  his  essay  on  self-limited  diseases — 
called  by  him  the  simple  self-limited  diseases.  Their  type  is  found 
in  the  non-recurrent  contagious  eruptive  fevers — measles,  scarlatina,  va- 
riola. In  these,  art  does  little  more  than  regulate  hygienic  influences, 
and  this  generally  in  accordance  with  the  natural  inclinations,  allay  inci- 
dental bad  symptoms,  watch  for  complications,  and  sometimes  sustain 
the  strength  while  nature  is  working  out  a  favorable  recovery.  In  these 
diseases,  in  smallpox  especially,  a  desire  to  second  the  vis  medicatrix  na- 
ture has  at  different  periods  shown  itself  in  two  opposite  ways.  Formerly 
the  disease  being  viewed  as  an  effort  of  nature  to  throw  out  a  morbid 
humor,  heating  and  stimulating  measures  were  used,  because  they  favor 
the  eruption.  In  smallpox  this  course  is  now  seldom  followed.  In 
measles,  internal  stimulants  are  still  very  commonly  given — are  they  not 
too  indiscriminately  ?  I  have  lately  noted  the  appearance  of  transient 
delirium,  and  very  marked  stupor,  ceasing  as  the  domestic  draught  of 
saffron  tea  was  stopped.  In  scarlatina  and  variola,  a  more  rational  way 
of  seconding  nature  is  by  obeying  the  indications  she  herself  gives — by 
gratifying  the  desire  for  cold. 

•  As  irregular  members  of  the  same  group  with  these  eruptive  fevers, 
may  be  named  our  common  typhoid  fever,  acute  erysipelas  and  other 
erythemata  attended  with  fever,  herpes  zoster,  &lc.  They  cannot  be 
materially  shortened  by  any  known  treatment ;  though  the  erythemata 
may  be  limited  in  their  spread  from  place  to  place. 

Some  measures  have  been  recommended  as  stopping  typhoid  fever  at 
its  beginning.  It  must  be  very  difficult  to  establish  such  a  fact,  as  the 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  at  its  first  onset  is  always  doubtful,  and,  during  an 
epidemic,  cases  often  occur  much  resembling  it,  but  subsiding  in  a  few 
days.  Dr.  Christison  (Lib.  Prac.  Med.)  says,  "  It  is  doubtful  whether  a 
true  continued  fever  may  be  cut  short  at  its  onset  by  any  means."  Louis 
says,  "  Experience  has  shown  that  well-characterized  typhoid  is  not 
susceptible  of  being  cut  short."  Dr.  Nathan  Smith  considers  such  cases 
doubtful,  and  says,  "  all  powerful  remedies  or  measures  made  use  of  in 
the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  are  very  liable  to  do  harm,  and  those  pa- 
tients who  are  treated  with  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  fever,  do  not 
hold  out  so  well  in  its  latter  stages."  This  view  was  the  result  of  wide 
observation,  as  well  as  of  his  theoretical  idea  of  fever  as  a  specific  disease. 


*  Eberle's  Practice,  i.,  118. 
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Emetics  are  the  measures  most  commonly  employed  in  my  own  obser- 
vation to  cut  short  typhoid  fever.  There  is  more  evidence,  however,  in 
favor  of  the  effects  of  cold  affusion.  Some  of  the  cases  reported  in  Dr. 
Currie's  very  valuable  work,  look  as  convincing  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
would  well  allow  ;  but  his  cases  were  marked  by  stronger  cerebral  symp- 
toms, and  less  of  a  typhoid  character,  than  the  average  of  continued  fevers 
in  his  or  our  country.  Cold  affusion  with  us  is  seldom  used  except  as  a 
refrigerant,  and  particularly  for  delirium  or  severe  nervous  symptoms. 

I  have  already  hinted  that  it  is  doubtful  how  far  this  class  of  diseases 
extends ;  it  is  probable  more  will  be  brought  within  it,  as  diseases  come 
to  be  more  studied  as  objects  of  natural  history.  Very  many  diseases 
of  irritation  exhibit  the  over-excitement  of  some  functions  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  a  previous  cause,  which  cause  must  be  attacked  first.  But 
those  diseases  of  irritation,  in  which  the  consequence  lasts  though  the 
first  cause  is  removed,  so  far  as  we  can  remove  it,  may  perhaps  be  brought 
under  the  head  of  self-limited  diseases.  Such  are  confirmed  epilepsy, 
tetanus,  delirium  tremens. 

In  regard  to  the  last  of  these  affections,  much  difference  of  opinion 
prevails  as  to  the  usefulness  of  opium.  That  sleep  is  a  most  favorable 
occurrence  in  the  paroxysm  of  delirium  tremens,  is  well  established. 
That  under  very  different  modes  of  treatment  it  is  very  generally  obtain- 
ed within  three  days,  is  also  well  known.  But  the  researches  of  Dr. 
Ware,  of  Boston,  have  illustrated  the  natural  course  of  the  paroxysm, 
showing  that  under  these  various  methods  of  management  it  in  fact  took 
its  natural  way,  and  that,  under  a  purely  expectant  plan,  the  desired 
sleep  is  very  generally  obtained  within  60  to  72  hours,  in  uncomplicated 
delirium  tremens.  Nay,  more,  the  Duality  and  duration  were  both  in- 
creased in  cases  where  sleep  was  forced  by  opium  in  large  doses  (giving 
24  to  72  grains  in  the  course  of  48  hours),  or  where  small  doses  were 
given,  not  enough  to  have  any  great  influence  in  procuring  sleep  (two 
or  three  grains  in  24  hours).  This  belief,  first  announced  as  the  general 
impression  left  by  a  pretty  extensive  observation,  afterwards  appeared  in 
the  more  trustworthy  form  of  the  results  of  numerical  computation. 
(See  the  subjoined  table.*)  Dr.  Ware's  researches  show  that  sleep, 
particularly  if  forced  by  art,  is  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  not 
immediately  followed  by  recovery,  and  sometimes  occurs  in  cases  that 
still  prove  fatal.  In  delirium  tremens,  not  complicated  by  other  disease, 
and  not  occurring  in  constitutions  broken  down  by  long-continued  ex- 
cesses, he  decidedly  recommends  that  no  powerful  means  be  used  to 
procure  sleep.  The  papers  of  Dr.  Ware  on  this  subject  are  favorable 
specimens  of  what  may  be  done  to  illustrate  the  treatment  of  diseases,  -by 


*  No.  of  cases.       Bled.       Died.  Recovered.  Complicated  with 

acute  disease. 

Opium,  large  doses,  8                0              4  4  1 

Opium,  small  doses,  7                12  5  1 

Emetics,  12                1               1  11  2 

Bleeding,  2               2              0  2  0 

Eclectic,  9               5              3  G  7 

Quinine,  10              0  1  1 

Mercurials,  10              0  1  0 

Expectant,  29               4              1  28  1 
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studying  their  natural  history.  The  results  are  interesting,  as  showing  a 
case  of  pure  irritation,  not  stopped  by  removing  the  cause,  and  that  runs 
itself  out,  if  not  interfered  with,  more  safely  than  if  we  try  to  quiet  the 
irritation.  In  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  generally,  more  can 
be  accomplished  by  allaying  the  irritability,  and  attacking  the  predispos- 
ing causes,  than  by  directly  trying  to  subdue  the  existing  excitement. 

VII.  Inflammations  figure  so  largely  among  the  diseases  we  are  called 
to  treat,  that  they  deserve  special  consideration  here.  Much  breath  and 
ink  have  been  wasted,  in  inquiring  whether  inflammation  is  or  is  not  a 
restorative  process.  The  question  has  been  discussed  most  intelligently 
with  reference  to  inflammation  following  mechanical  injuries,  where  we 
can  get  at  more  of  the  elements  of  the  case,  than  in  internal  diseases. 
It  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  inflammation  is  not  necessary  to  the 
healing  of  wounds,  but  is  in  many  instances  a  hindrance  to  the  true  repa- 
rative processes.  It  is  matter  of  observation  that  wounds  may  heal 
without  redness  or  heat,  without  pain  except  what  is  left  from  the  injury, 
without  accumulation  and  delay  of  blood  in  the  capillaries,  or  increased 
action  of  the  arteries — and  that  healing  beneath  a  scab,  or  by  the  so- 
called  modelling  process,  is  interrupted  when  these  signs  of  inflammation 
appear.  Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  wounds  or  ulcers  will  not  heal 
till  the  organizable  elements  of  the  blood  are  specially  increased,  as  by 
inflammation.  So  in  internal  diseases — after  ulcerative  perforation  of  the 
intestine,  inflammation  is  the  great  source  of  danger  if  it  spread  along 
the  peritoneum,  and  at  the  same  time  the  only  safeguard  if  it  stop  after 
sealing  up  the  opening  by  lymph,  inflammation  is  not  essentially  and 
constantly  either  restorative  or  hurtful.  * 

But  it  generally  tends  to  spread  along  continuous  textures ;  we  can 
seldom  be  sure,  except  in  certain  specific  cases,  that  it  will  not  go  on 
to  disorganize  the  part  it  occupies,  or  permanently  disable  this  part  ;  it 
makes  the  part  more  liable  to  inflame  again  ;  it  affects  the  constitution 
of  the  blood,  and  the  powers  by  which  its  elements  are  produced  ;  it 
tends  to  produce  secondary  inflammations  in  other  parts.  This  last  fact 
has  been  most  fully  brought  out  by  the  researches  of  M.  Louis.  Then 
inflammation  may  by  each  of  its  processes  do  immediate  immense  harm, 
may  block  up  the  air-cells  in  the  lungs  or  the  lining  of  the  glottis,  may 
deposit  an  opaque  spot  in  front  of  the  pupil.  Its  tendency  to  propagate 
itself,  and  run  on  into  further  evils,  makes  it  one  of  the  worst  forms  in 
which  the  power  of  re-action  can  show  itself.  Practically,  there  are 
very  few  cases  in  which  it  is  not  desirable  to  check  or  moderate 
inflammation. 

How  much  we  can  do  to  cut  short  the  series  of  actions  grouped  under 
this  name,  is  doubtful.  As  the  means  most  confidently  recommended, 
let  us  consider  the  effects  of  bleeding.  Nowhere  has  the  fallacy  more 
prevailed  of  overlooking  the  secondary,  in  the  immediate  effects  of 
treatment.  Some  practitioners  and  writers  speak  very  confidently  of 
stopping  or  shortening  inflammation  by  bleeding.  £c  In  many  cases  of 
cynanche  tonsillaris,  an  early  and  full  bleeding  will  have  the  effect  of 
arresting  the  inflammation,  and  thus  of  saving  the  patient  from  much  suffer- 
ing if  not  danger.    Even  when  the  arrest  of  the  disease  is  not  effected 
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by  it,  the  inflammation  is  reduced  in  violence  and  shortened."  I  quote 
the  above  (from  Condie's  notes  to  Watson's  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of 
Medicine)  to  show  the  off-hand,  confident  manner  in  which  many  physi- 
cians, those  of  the  English  school  particularly,  speak  of  inflammation  as 
controlled  by  bleeding.  On  the  other  hand,  certain  French  observers 
of  this  century  set  forth,  as  the  result  of  facts,  observed  with  most  pa- 
tient industry  and  marshalled  in  tabular  views,  that  with  them  bleeding 
seldom  cuts  short,  and  has  a  slight  power  of  shortening,  or  rendering 
less  fatal,  many  inflammations  where  most  good  is  commonly  expected 
from  it.  And  certainly,  the  observations  from  which  these  inferences 
are  drawn  deserve  great  confidence,  from  their  completeness  and  con- 
scientiousness. Impressions  remaining  on  the  mind,  not  confirmed  by 
detailed  records  of  cases,  are  more  to  be  relied  on  as  showing  the  im- 
mediate, striking  results  of  a  remedy,  than  the  after-effects,  the  secondary 
re-actions,  the  sum  of  all  the  successive  changes  this  remedy  calls  forth, 
and  their  aggregate  influence  on  the  disease  in  its  whole  subsequent 
course,  and  on  the  health  in  after-life.  Now,  we  have  ample  testi- 
mony— every  physician  has  it  from  his  recollections — that  bleeding  may 
immediately  relieve  urgent  symptoms,  and  in  this  way  may  save  life  or 
an  important  organ.  This  comes  under  a  head  we  have  already  con- 
sidered. It  is  quite  another  question,  how  far  it  can  control  the  whole 
after  course  of  those  morbid  processes  called  inflammation. 

I  believe  that  in  this  country  the  habit  of  recording  all  cases  of  dis- 
ease is  not  so  general  as  in  some  other  parts  of  Christendom  ;  and  that 
we  judge  too  often  from  vague  impressions  of  facts  that  have  been  ob- 
served, recollecting  most  vividly,  of  course,  the  striking  results  of  reme- 
dies. It  may  not  be  amiss,  then,  to  note  observations  made  eles where, 
in  centres  of  science  where  the  "  numerical  method  "  is  more  highly 
honored.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  they  confirm  the  belief  which  has  been 
bequeathed  to  us  from  past  centuries,  and  which  the  scepticism  of  a 
few  years  can  hardly  shake.  The  statistical  results  which  I  wish  to 
quote,  relate  to  acute  pneumonia.  In  this  disease  there  is  a  double  indi- 
cation ;  bleeding  lessens  the  duties  required  of  the  diseased  organ,  as 
well  as  the  force  on  the  general  circulation. 

The  first  work  of  Louis  on  this  subject*  gives  the  result  of  78  cases 
of  pneumonia,  observed  by  him  at  La  Charite,  in  Paris  ;  of  these  cases, 
28  were  fatal,  or  a  little  over  one  third.  The  following  table  shows 
what  relation  existed  between  the  time  of  the  first  venesection,  and  the 
duration  of  the  disease,  in  those  cases  which  recovered. 
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In  each  of  the  preceding  columns,  the  figure  at  the  top  indicates  the  day 
when  the  first  bleeding  was  made  ;  below,  the  left  hand  figures  indicate 
the  duration  of  the  several  cases,  the  right  hand  figures  the  number  of 
bleedings  in  each  case. 

In  making  two  groups  of  these  cases,  group  No.  1  consisting  of  those 
bled  as  early  as  the  fourth  day,  group  ]No.  2  of  those  not  bled  till  the 
fifth  or  later,  we  should  find  the  average  duration  of  those  in  group 
No.  1  not  quite  18  days,  of  those  in  group  No.  2  a  little  over  twenty. 
Those  of  group  No.  2  had  one  incidental  but  important  disadvantage — they 
were  not  brought  under  a  proper  regimen  so  early  as  the  others.  Very 
similar  results  follow  from  the  records  of  twenty-nine  cases  observed  at 
La  Pitie,  Paris,  by  Louis.  The  several  symptoms  had  a  duration  pro- 
portioned to  that  of  the  disease  itself,  being  decidedly  amended  after 
bleeding,  mostly  in  those  instances  where  bleeding  was  practised  near 
their  natural  period  of  subsidence. 

The  important  conclusions  from  his  researches  are  thus  expressed  by  M. 
Louis,  whose  cautious  spirit  of  induction  may  better  be  trusted  than  others 
who  may  deal  with  his  facts.  "  First,  Bleeding  has  a  favorable  influence 
on  the  course  of  pneumonia  ;  it  shortens  its  duration  ;  this  influence  is, 
however,  much  less  than  is  commonly  supposed,  so  that  patients  bled  in 
the  first  four  days  of  the  disease  recover,  other  things  being  equal,  four  or 
five  days  sooner  than  those  bled  at  a  later  period. 

"  Secondly,  Pneumonia  is  not  cut  short  by  bleeding,  at  any  rate  in  the 
first  few  days  of  the  disease.  And,  if  the  contrary  opinion  has  been 
held,  it  is  doubtless  because  this  affection  must  have  been  confounded 
with  some  other  ;  or  because,  in  some  rare  instances,  the  general  symp- 
toms rapidly  lessen  after  a  first  bleeding.  But  even  then  the  local  symp- 
toms none  the  less  continue  to  advance,  in  most  cases." 

M.  Grisolle  gives  very  similar  results  from  observations  made  in  1836.* 
In  18  out  of  50  cases,  bleeding  produced  a  more  or  less  rapid  ameliora- 
tion in  the  inflammatory  symptoms.  As  to  the  remaining  cases,  in  18 
the  disease  made  rapid  progress,  in  spite  of  the  bleeding,  while  in  14  it 
remained  stationary  at  the  same  degree  of  severity ;  so  that  the  influence 
of  bleeding  on  the  course  of  the  pneumonia  was  null  or  doubtful.  In  no 
case,  by  the  most  profuse  bleeding,  was  a  severe  pneumonia  cut  short, 
when  treatment  was  begun  on  the  first  few  days  of  the  disease.  The 
researches  of  M.  Grisolle  confirm  those  of  Louis,  with  regard  to  the  in- 
fluence of  bloodletting  on  the  duration  of  the  disease  and  of  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms,  and  also  as  to  the  greater  usefulness  of  bleeding  when 
practised  early. 

From  many  parts  of  continental  Europe,  accounts  reach  us  of  hospital 
practice  there,  in  which  the  usual  active  measures  recommended  in  all 
our  text-books  are  not  employed.  Acute  pneumonia  is  placed  under  good 
hygienic  influences,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  nature,  with  some  nominal 
medicament,  to  amuse  the  mind,  and  secure  obedience  to  the  hygienic 
rules  imposed.  Such  is  the  treatment  of  Magendie,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  of 
Paris.  In  Germany,  where  homoeopathic  management  has  been  quite 
common,  an  expectant  course  is  often  followed  in  certain  hospitals.  The 


*  See  Journal  Hebdomadaire. 
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comparative  results  of  homoeopathic  treatment  under  Fleischmann,  and 
of  treatment  by  Skoda,  with  a  little  cxtr actum  graminis,  and  occasionally 
experimental  remedies  thrown  in,  are  given  in  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review  for  October,  1846.  Of  19  cases  under  Fleischmann, 
having  an  average  of  24  years,  3  died  ;  of  45  cases  under  Skoda,  3  died. 
In  acute  inflammations,  venesection  had  for  three  years  been  rarely  used 
by  Skoda,  other  modes  of  bleeding  not  at  all  ;  average  mortality,  13.7 
per  cent.  ;  average  age,  25.3.  The  great  advantage  of  not  bleeding  is, 
in  his  opinion,  the  more  rapid  recovery.  The  results  of  treatment  in 
these  two  hospitals  at  Vienna  have  derived  an  interest  from  the  wide 
publicity  given  to  those  of  Fleischmann,  as  specimens  of  the  superiority 
of  homoeopathy.  The  paper  in  the  Review  referred  to,  is  by  Dr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  of  Edinburgh,  who  observed  the  cases  himself,  and  shows  that 
the  average  results  of  treatment  almost  or  completely  inert,  with  atten- 
tion to  hygienic  rules,  were  more  favorable  than  those  exhibited  in  Fleisch- 
mann's  published  tables,  notwithstanding  several  incidental  circumstances 
that  gave  the  latter  an  advantage.  The  diseases  presented  a  less  sthenic 
character  than  those  of  Great  Britain. 

Magendie,  in  his  wards  at  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris,  has  seldom  used  the 
lancet  for  some  years  past  ;  the  same  is  the  case  in  the  House  of  In- 
dustry at  South  Boston,  though  severe  cases  of  acute  pneumonia  frequently 
occur.  I  have  thought  the  above  results  of  observations  in  other  places 
might  be  presented  with  advantage  to  physicians  in  our  own  State.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  be  supposed  to  think  that  they  warrant  any  of  us 
in  this  day  in  setting  aside  opinions  sanctioned  by  so  long  experience, 
under  such  varied  influences,  and  under  so  competent  observers,  as  those 
which  inspire  confidence  in  the  use  of  bloodletting. 


CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

This  disease  has  prevailed  to  a  frightful  extent,  for  the  last  four  weeks, 
in  the  towns  of  Sutton  and  Millbury,  in  this  State.  The  first  case  was 
that  of  a  boy  10  years  of  age,  in  Sutton.  He  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  entire  prostration  of  reason,  delirium,  intense  pain,  spasms,  great 
coldness  of  extremities  and  whole  body,  with  collapse  of  the  vital  energies. 
After  a  rather  imperfect  re-action  had  taken  place,  petechia,  or  a  mot- 
tled state  of  the  skin  and  surface,  made  its  appearance,  which  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  character  of  the  disease  was  a  more  aggravated  form 
of  typhus,  or  the  spotted  fever  that  ravaged  portions  of  New  England  in 
1810  and  subsequent  years.  But  other  cases  occurring  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, and  with  such  fatality,  led  to  the  suspicion  of  a  more  alarming  and 
deadly  disease  than  even  that  fatal  malady. 

The  prevailing  features  in  this  epidemic  are  strikingly  coincident  with 
that  which  has  prevailed  so  extensively  and  fatally  in  France  and  Ire- 
land, and  other  portions  of  Europe.  The  majority  of  cases  have  been 
among  boys,  but  according  to  the  number,  more  male  and  female  adults 
have  been  its  victims  than  in  Europe.    One  case,  a  boy,  5  years  old. 
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terminated  fatally  in  the  short  space  of  ten  hours  from  the  time  of  the 
first-discovered  symptoms  ;  one  case  in  thirteen  hours  ;  and  others  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  This,  added  to  the  circumstance  that  males  and  females 
of  upwards  of  60  years  have  been  its  victims,  would  make  it  appear 
to  be  of  a  more  mortal  character  than  either  of  the  epidemics  of  Europe 
— as  the  shortest  period  there  of  termination,  out  of  hundreds,  was  fifteen 
hours. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  every  patient  has  been  suddenly  pros- 
trated with  loss  of  reason,  rigors,  extreme  coldness  of  the  extremities 
and  lividness,  loss  of  vital  warmth,  pulse  small  and  thready,  severe  pain, 
convulsions  and  spasms,  especially  of  the  neck,  attended  with  rigidity. 
The  state  of  delirium  and  restlessness  has  been  so  extreme  in  most 
cases,  as  to  require  from  four  to  six  attendants  to  restrain  the  patient.  In 
those  patients  that  continue  for  three  or  four  days  or  more,  re-action, 
more  or  less  perfectly,  takes  place  ;  the  pulse  is  irregular,  small,  tremu- 
lous and  intermitting  ;  the  pupils  dilate  or  contract,  according  to  expo- 
sure to  light ;  the  delirium  gives  place  to  coma  ;  "  the  powers  of  speech 
and  deglutition  fail "  ;  the  teeth  become  covered  with  a  foul  sordes ; 
the  breath  offensive  ;  typhoid  symptoms,  more  or  less  severe,  take  place, 
and  death  closes  the  scene. 

F ourteen  deaths  occurred  in  rapid  succession,  before  any  post-mortem 
examination  could  be  obtained.  This  was  a  case  of  a  male  adult,  which 
terminated  on  the  thirteenth  day — of  longer  duration  than  any  previous 
case.  The  symptoms  at  times  were  so  far  mitigated  as  to  afford  hopes 
that  convalescence  would  permanently  take  place  ;  but  the  flattering 
and  lucid  spells  proved  short  and  transitory.  The  same  state  has  been 
manifested  in  others.  In  this  case,  the  vessels  of  the  arachnoid  were  en- 
gorged with  dark  blood,  and  the  entire  membrane  covered  with  a  thick  puru- 
lent matter.  Sero-purulent  matter  was  found  in  the  ventricles  and  at  the 
base  of  the  brain.  The  medulla  oblongata  and  spinal  cord  partook  of  the 
same  lesion  and  showed  the  same  traces  of  diseased  action.  No  lesion  was 
found  either  in  the  lungs,  thorax  or  abdominal  viscera.  The  stomach  and 
bowels  appeared  healthy,  discovering  neither  inflammation  nor  ulceration. 
The  results  in  this  case  showed  most  unequivocally  the  disease  to  be  that 
denominated,  in  Europe,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  As  all  the  other  cases, 
although  not  examined  autopsically,  strictly  resemble  this,  and  each 
other,  in  all  their  leading  features  and  symptoms,  it  may  with  propriety  be 
considered  to  have  received  its  proper  appellation. 

The  case  of  the  boy,  5  years  of  age,  Mr.  Hall's,  which  terminated 
in  the  short  space  of  ten  hours,  although  the  most  suddenly  fatal,  was 
not  taken  so  violently  as  either  of  the  others ;  delirium  did  not  come  on 
until  within  three  or  four  hours  of  death.  He  was  sent  to  town  in  the 
morning  and  was  measured  for  a  garment.  During  this  time  the  lady 
noticed  he  appeared  very  cold  and  shivering.  A  degree  of  debility  was 
so  manifest  that  assistance  was  necessary  to  extend  his  arm  to  finish  the 
measurement.  The  child,  during  all  this  time,  made  no  complaint. 
Yet  the  rigors  and  coldness  appeared  so  great  that  the  lady  was  more 
than  half  inclined  to  suspect  it  might  be  feigned.  He  went  home  him- 
self, when  every  symptom  became  more  and  more  aggravated,  and  death 
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took  place  at  6  o'clock  on  the  same  evening.  All  remedies  and  means 
used  were  utterly  unavailing ;  re-action  could  not  be  produced,  and 
never  took  place;  the  first  collapse  proved  a  fatal  one.  In  this  case 
the  disease  run  its  course  in  so  short  a  time,  that  much  lesion  might  not 
be  expected  ;  and  though  every  part  was  examined  scrutinizingly  by 
twelve  physicians,  it  was  hard  to  account  for  the  cause  of  death,  so  little 
diseased  action  was  manifested.  As  in  the  other  case,  great  vascularity 
of  the  arachnoid  was  prominent;  the  substance  of  the  spinal  cord,  instead 
of  being  indurated  as  in  the  other  case,  was  softened  almost  to  a  pulp. 
No  purulent  matter  was  found  either  in  the  ventricles  or  the  base  of  the 
brain,  or  spinal  canal.  The  viscera  throughout,  with  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  were  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state. 

The  question  naturally  arises  in  this  case,  where  did  death  commence, 
what  its  character  and  cause  ?  That  it  is  an  epidemic  having  its  cause 
in  the  atmosphere,  there  can  be  no  room  to  doubt.  But  why  such  a 
deadly  epidemic  should  here  arise  and  hover  around  this  small  extent  of 
country,  without  seeming  to  spread,  there  is  no  means  of  knowing.  There 
is  apparently  nothing  in  the  geographical  and  physical  situation  of  the 
country,  to  generate  any  such  cause,  any  more  than  in  the  neighboring 
towns.  But  what  can  be  its  cause  1  That  it  is  a  miasmatic  or  aerial 
poison,  of  a  most  subtle  and  deadly  nature,  every  case  combines  to 
prove.  From  the  very  consideration  that  every  case  has  been  sud- 
denly attacked  without  any  premonitory  symptoms,  in  apparent  good 
health,  the  striking  similarity  and  uniformity  of  every  symptom,  and  the 
onset  of  the  malady,  all  go  to  prove  this  in  a  most  conclusive  manner. 
The  characteristic  features  in  every  case  are  such  as  to  show  the  effect 
of  some  sedative  and  deadly  agent  upon  the  cerebro-nervous  system. 
The  sudden  and  extreme  collapse,  great  agony,  and  indescribable  restless- 
ness, that  are  so  uniformly  manifested  in  the  congestive  fevers  of  the 
miasmatic  districts  of  the  western  and  southern  States,  show  the  cause 
of  the  two  diseases  to  be  one  and  the  same.  But  the  question  will  be 
asked,  why  is  its  force  of  action  and  lesion  confined  to  the  meninges 
in  this  disease,  any  more  than  in  the  general  congestive  fevers  of  the 
malarious  districts  ?  This  problem  we  are  unable  to  fathom.  We  have 
witnessed  death  as  suddenly  in  congestive  fever  of  the  West,  as  in  the 
case  above  mentioned,  when  no  lesions  or  disorganizations  could  be  found  ; 
only  an  engorgement  of  the  bloodvessels  of  the  vital  organs,  and  func- 
tional derangement.  A  poison  so  sedative  in  its  nature  as  to  paralyze 
all  nervous  energy  and  sensibility  to  external  feeling,  is  sufficient  to  sus- 
pend the  muscles  and  powers  of  respiration,  arrest  the  flow  of  blood 
to  the  heart  and  brain,  and  produce  death  by  apma.  \n  this  way  we 
account  for  the  death  in  the  boy  whose  case  is  detailed  above.  That 
death  may  be  occasioned  by  the  mechanical  disarrangement  and  impedi- 
ment of  the  vital  machinery,  by  the  sedative  action  of  malaria  or  other 
deadly  poison,  paralyzing  the  vital  energies  of  the  nervous  system,  is  well 
known  to  every  physician  who  has  practised  ten  years,  either  in  the 
southern  or  western  States,  however  much  the  idea  may  be  sneered  at  here. 

Every  case  thus  far  has  proved  fatal,  amounting  to  nineteen  or  twenty  ; 
and  no  plan  of  treatment  has  yet  been  attended  with  any  success,  either 
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in  arresting  its  progress  or  modifying  its  paroxysms.  We  should  repose 
some  confidence  in  liberal  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  administered 
immediately  on  the  development  of  the  disease,  aided  of  course  with 
strong  counter-irritants  or  the  actual  cautery  itself.  All  suggestions,  how- 
ever, of  this  nature,  may  seem  gratuitous  at  present,  as  in  all  probability 
some  further  notice  will  be  taken  of  this  epidemic.  A.  Stone,  M.D. 
Auburn,  Mass.,  March  30,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    APRIL   1  1,    1  8  4  9. 


Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — Fortunately  for  the 
Association,  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  have  granted  the  use  of  the 
State  House,  in  Boston,  for  the  approaching  anniversary.  The  location  is 
not  only  exceedingly  imposing,  affording  a  grand  panoramic  view  of  sur- 
passing beauty,  but  the  elegant  accommodations  within,  in  connection  with 
numerous  committee  rooms,  besides  the  attendance  of  a  corps  of  trained 
pages,  to  keep  everything  in  good  condition  during  the  session,  induce 
us  to  believe  that  in  this  respect  our  distant  medical  friends  will  have  no 
cause  for  complaint.  Dr.  Bowditch,  the  Secretary,  is  constantly  receiving 
names  of  delegates  from  abroad,  while  the  reception  committee  are  active 
in  arranging  the  business  confided  to  their  care.  From  present  indica- 
tions, there  will  be  a  gathering  of  the  profession  from  Texas  to  Maine,  and 
from  the  Atlantic  border  to  the  territory  of  Menasota. 


Fracture  Tables. — That  persevering  man,  Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton,  of  the 
Buffalo  Medical  College,  has  brought  out,  in  a  pamphlet,  the  results  of 
treatment  in  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cases  of  fracture,  under  the  title  of 
Fracture  Tables.  There  are  too  many  columns  of  figures  to  grapple  with, 
or  a  large  part  of  the  work  might  have  been  transferred  to  these  pages  ; 
but,  though  we  cannot  publish  his  researches,  in  detail,  it  is  due  to  the 
activity,  skill,  and  ingenuity  of  the  author,  to  say  that  he  is  destined  to 
become  very  prominent  authority  in  Western  surgery.  For  the  purpose 
of  determining  the  average  results  of  treatment  in  fractures,  he  collected 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cases  from  various  sources — from  hospitals,  cha- 
rities, private  practice,  and  the  Colleges  of  Western  New  York.  An  espe- 
cial object  was  to  make  the  tables,  in  the  language  of  the  industrious  in- 
quirer, a  fair  representation  of  the  results  of  the  practice  of  skilful  surgeons. 
Dr.  Hamilton  says  that  a  shortening  of  half  an  inch  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, will  frequently  produce  a  manifest  halt,  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  has 
seen  a  shortening  of  an  inch  entirely  concealed  in  the  gait.  Within  a 
small  compass,  in  the  modest  form  of  marginal  notes,  a  very  curious  col- 
lection of  practical  hints  and  facts  are  accumulated,  which  will  prove  ac- 
ceptable guides  to  practitioners  of  surgery,  in  the  way  of  showing  precisely 
how  certain  kinds  of  fracture  were  managed,  and  the  phases  they  assumed 
in  the  progress  of  recovery  or  degeneracy.  With  these  observations,  we 
recommend  these  tables  to  the  consideration  of  those  at  all  interested  in 
operative  surgery. 
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Ship  Fever — Cause  and  Prevention. — Messrs.  Fowler  &  Wells,  of  New 
York,  have  published  the  sanitary  regulations  to  be  observed  on  ship-board, 
written  by  the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Combe,  of  distinguished  memory.  It  is 
not  a  new  thing,  but  an  excellent  old  one,  reprinted  here  for  popular  read- 
ing. But  as  emigrant  vessels  usually  come  from  England  to  the  United 
States,  the  disease  of  which  the  paper  treats  being  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  Irish  emigrants,  the  great  market  for  this  reprint  would  seem  to  be 
at  Liverpool,  Dublin,  Cork  and  Galway,  instead  of  the  United  States. 
Still,  the  disease  creeps  insidiously  into  the  interior  of  our  country,  follows 
the  rivers  and  canals,  and  in  short  pursues  the  emigrant  in  all  his  travels, 
and  in  its  course  sweeps  off  great  numbers  of  our  citizens.  If  people  most 
exposed  to  the  influence  of  ship  fever  would  read  and  be  influenced  by 
the  wholesome  advice  inculcated  in  this  and  some  other  similar  produc- 
tions, human  suffering  would  be  very  much  mitigated,  and  human  life 
prolonged.  But,  alas !  all  cannot  read;  nor  will  those  who  can,  always 
profit  by  the  admonitions  of  benevolent  physicians. 


Congressional  Minority  Ether  Report. — This  document,  signed  by  the 
Hon.  Fred.  W.  Lord,  of  New  York,  and  Hon.  John  W.  Jones,  of  Georgia, 
is  of  peculiar  interest.  Those  who  have  had  the  first,  should  by  all  means 
peruse  the  second.  A  mass  of  testimony  is  brought  together  in  relation  to 
the  early  discovery,  experiments  and  suggestions,  on  the  matter  of  etheri- 
zation. Nothing  has  made  a  greater  sensation  in  the  world  of  science, 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  benefits  of  vaccination,  than  this  extraordi- 
nary discovery.  We  understand  that  Dr.  Jackson  is  well  satisfied  with  this 
report.  A  more  remarkable  controversy  than  this  does  not  belong  to  the 
history  of  medicine.  But  our  readers  are  not  generally  desirous  of  seeing 
more  of  it  in  the  Journal.  One  of  them  complains,  in  a  letter,  at  the  space 
which  has  been  given  to  the  subject,  and  adds — "  I  candidly  feel  that  the 
abettors  of  these  ether  gentlemen  are  under  solemn  obligation  to  make  their 
amende  honorable  to  the  profession,  as  a  body  ;  they  may  soon  have  the 
opportunity,  through  the  convention  now  expected  at  Boston.  If  wrong,  I 
am  willing  to  be  made  right ;  but  these  are  my  thoughts,  and  I  have  read 
more  than  I  will  do  again,  unless  I  alter  from  my  present  determination." 


TJniversity  of  Missouri. — Thirty-eight  students  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  this  University  were  recently  graduated,  with  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor in  medicine;  five  admitted  ad  eundem,  and  honorary  degrees  were  con- 
ferred on  Drs.  Henry  C.  Wright,  of  Missouri ;  J.  W.  Hollowbush,  of  Illi- 
nois-; G.  Jayne,  do.  ;  W.  B.  Maxon,  of  New  York;  and  Herod  W.  Hud- 
nell,  of  Missouri.  The  discourse  of  Thomas  Barbour,  M.D.,  Professor  of 
Obstetrics,  jfcc,  on  the  occasion,  was  in  keeping  with  his  reputation  for 
strong  practical  good  sense,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  received  with  much 
satisfaction.  It  is  replete  with  beautiful  passages,  wise  suggestions,  and 
abounds  with  those  elevating  sentiments  on  which  professional  reputation 
and  usefulness  necessarily  depend. 


Baltimore  Dental  College. — Valedictories  are  becoming  as  common  as 
introductories  at  all  the  schools  of  medicine  and  their  collaterals.  It  is  a 
good  idea  to  make  an  impression  on  the  plastic  minds  of*youth,  as  they  are 
launching  their  bark  upon  the  broad  ocean  of  professional  life.  Beginning 
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with  the  imperative  command — know  thyself,  Dr.  Cone,  Demonstrator  of 
Practical  Dentistry  in  the  Baltimore  College,  pronounced  a  valedictory 
that  is  full  of  sound  doctrine,  good  sense  and  every-day  philosophy.  It  is 
a  rare  quality  to  be  able  to  say  excellent  things  on  appropriate  occasions, 
which  this  gentleman  has  admirably  accomplished.  The  degree  of  interest 
we  have  invariably  felt  in  the  success  of  the  College  of  Dentistry  from  the 
beginning — which  was  regarded  with  distrust  by  scores  of  distinguished 
dentists — has  never  been  concealed,  and  is  still  retained. 


Elcctropathic  Guide. — A  half-yearly  journal  of  138  pages,  devoted  to 
electricity  and  its  medical  applications,  by  Dr.  A.  Paige,  was  recently  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Damrell  &  Moore,  of  Boston.  It  contains  a  singular 
collection  of  facts,  illustrative  of  the  value  of  that  mighty  agent  in  nature. 
As  the  profession  are  fully  persuaded  of  the  value  of  this  mode  of  treating 
many  diseases,  it  would  be  strange  if  the  public  did  not  peruse  this  guide 
with  much  interest. 


Buffalo  Hospital. — Of  the  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  a  hospital 
of  the  first  class  in  the  great  and  growing  city  of  Buffalo,  no  one  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  locality  of  the  place,  its  immense  lake  commerce,  the 
traffic  of  the  canal — giving  employment  to  thousands  of  men — can  doubt. 
A  project  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  desirable,  in  which  it 
would  seem  that  all  persons  of  ordinary  benevolence  could  unite,  was  pro- 
gressing very  favorably,  when  the  wheels  were  quite  unexpectedly  clogged, 
for  a  time.  A  few  medical  gentlemen  have  distinguished  themselves  by  a 
remonstrance  to  the  Legislature  against  an  endowment,  if  not  a  charter. 
This  is  represented  by  themselves  to  have  been  done  in  the  fear  that  the 
professors  of  the  medical  school  would  have  too  controlling  an  influence 
over  the  hospital,  and  make  it  a  tool  for  their  personal  thrift  and  aggrandize- 
ment. Surely,  if  the  hospital  is  ever  brought  into  being,  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  the  teachers  of  medicine  and  surgery  would  be  the  most  compe- 
tent persons  that  could  be  selected  for  serving  the  patients.  It  is  a  nar- 
row-minded policy  that  stands  in  the  way  of  a  decided  public  benefit,  for 
fear  that  by  some  possibility  it  should  become  a  monopoly.  There  can 
be  no  baneful  permanent  monopoly  in  this  country.  Oppression  and  sel- 
fishness are  soon  discovered,  and  promptly  overcome. 


Calisthenic  Chest  Expanders. — An  ingenious  instrument  is  manufactured 
in  Boston,  for  enlarging  the  capacity  of  the  chest,  of  which  Messrs.  Phil- 
brick  &  Trafton,  druggists,  Washington  street,  are  agents.  For  persons 
of  sedentary  habits,  students,  clergymen,  book-keepers,  clerks,  &c,  it  pro- 
mises an  immense  benefit  at  a  trifling  expense.  Dumb-bells,  those  ugly, 
unphilosophical  contrivances  for  making  feeble  persons  unnecessarily  fa- 
tigued, are  quite  eclipsed  by  this  simple,  yet  excellent  contrivance.  In 
schools,  especially  for  young  ladies,  the  calisthenic  expander  should  be  in- 
troduced, since  the  lungs  are  the  first  organs  to  suffer  where  numbers 
are  confined  to  one  apartment.  As  preventives  of  such  a  result,  ventilation 
and  the  species  of  exercise  required  in  the  use  of  this  instrument  are  in- 
valuable, and  should  go  together. 
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Dr.  Carter's  Pulmonary  Balsam. — To  the  Editor,  &c.  Sir, — The 
following-  is  the  composition  of  a  medicine  called  "  Dr.  Carter's  Compound 
Pulmonary  Balsam."  Rad,  Seneq-ae,  scillse,  sanguinaria,  srlycyrrhiza,  aqua, 
saccharum,  vin.  colchici,  citrate  of  morphia,  tinct.  bals.  tolu,  tart,  antim.  et 
potass.,  prepared  in  the  form  of  a  thick  syrup;  the  anodyne  properties  of 
which  are  about  two  thirds  of  the  strength  of  the  camph.  tinct.  opii  of  the 
U.  S.  Dispensatory.  I  first  prepared  trm  medicine  for  my  own  use  in 
practice,  without,  expectation  that  it  would  he  further  extended.  The  recipe 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  F.  &  H.  Keves,  bv  whom  large  quantities 
have  been  sold  in  the  United  States  and  the  Canadas.  I  never  designed  it 
to  be  a  secret  remedy  or  nostrum  ;  but  as  it  has  passed  off  as  such  among' 
the  multitude  of  preparations  which  throng  every  part  of  our  country,  I 
wish  to  say  to  the  medical  profession  that  I  deprecate  secresy  in  medical 
practice,  and  nostrum-making  in  any  form,  and  with  such  I  have  nothing" 
to  do.  W.  H.  Carter. 

Newbury,  Yt  ,  March,  1849. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  Dr.  Hatph  has  been  arrested  at  Philadelphia 
for  counterfeiting. — Forty  cases  of  smallpox  have  recently  appeared  at  Nor- 
folk, Va. — An  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  microscope  by  B.  Ha- 
seart,  Cincinnati,  which,  it  is  said,  immensely  increases  its  power-  The 
Cincinnati  Commercial  speaks  of  it  as  a  great  scientific  discovery — the 
benefits  of  which  are  incalculable. — Dr.  Scheiber,  of  Stockholm,  it  is  said, 
has  succeeded  in  curing  drunkards  of  an  appetite  for  spirit,  by  giving  them 
all  their  food  and  drinks  mixed  with  brandv,  tea  and  coffee. — Cholera  has 
broken  out  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  producing  considerable  excitement. — Dr. 
Jewett,  the  well-known  temperance  lecturer,  has  removed  to  Millbury, 
Mass. — A  medical  college  has  been  fully  organized  at  Evansville,  Indiana. 
The  first  course  of  lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber next.  Drs.  Weever,  Foster,  Wilcox,  Bray,  Laycock,  Walker,  Lane  and 
Trafton  compose  the  faculty. — No  recent  cases  of  hydrophobia  have  been 
developed  in  this  neighborhood,  of  late,  and  the  excitement,  therefore,  has 
subsided. — Eye  and  Ear  Infirmaries  appear  to  be  on  the  increase. — The 
bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  second  hospital  for  the  insane,  was  de- 
bated in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  by  Messrs.  Giles,  Eider,  Sargent, 
Nelson,  &c,  on  a  motion  made  by  the  first-named  gentleman  to  amend 
it  so  that  the  money  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  shall  be  raised  by  a 
sale  of  western  Rail-road  stock  instead  of  by  loan.  The  amendment  was 
rejected,  and  the  bill  was  then  rejected,  17  to  18.  by  yeas  and  nays. 

To  CORRESPONDENTS. — Dr.  D.  Kinsr  on  the  Treatment  of  Fractures  and  Dislocations,  No  3 
of  Sketches  of  Eminent  Physicians,  and  J.  S.  J.  on  the  Treatment  of  Intestinal  Worms,  have  been 
received.  Other  papers,  which  have  been  excluded  from  to-day's  Journal  by  the  length  of  Dr. 
Parsons's  excellent  Prize  Dissertation,  will  receive  early  attention. 


Died, — At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  John  Harrison,  of  the  University. — At  Pensacola,  Dr.  Alexander 
Pobinson,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N.— At  New  York,  P.  S.  To'wnsend,  M.D.,53.— In  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Dr.  John  J.  Pendergast,  78. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  April  7th,  91. — Males,  46 — females,  45.— 
Of  consumption.  19 — scarlet  fever,  4 — lung  fever,  5 — puerperal  fever,  1 — canker,  1 — croup,  1 — 
infantile,  10 — child-bed,  5 — convulsions,  3 — worms,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — disease  of 
the  brain,  3 — hooping  cough,  2 — measles,  11 — erysipelas,  4 — brain  fever,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain, 
3 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1  —  marasmus, 
1 — diarrhcea,  1 — dysentery,  1 — paralysis,  1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — accidental,  2 — teething,  I — 
typhus  fever.  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — intemperance,  2 — drowned,  1. 

Under  5  vears,  47 — between  5  and  20  years,  8 — between  20  and  40  years,  2C — between  40  and 
60  years,  6 — over  60  years,  4. 
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Exhalation  of  Carbonic  Acid  Gas. — M.  Lassaigne,  the  well-known 
French  chemist,  addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  at  a  late  sitting1, 
the  continuation  of  his  experiments  on  the  above  subject,  the  first  part  of 
which  was  presented  in  1846.  The  main  object  of  the  present  inquiry  was 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas  evolved,  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  different  animals.  The  experiments  were  made  on  a  bull,  a  ram, 
a  goat,  a  kid,  and  a  dog.  From  these  it  would  appear  that  every  animal 
evolves,  in  an  equal  time,  a  different  amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which 
amount  will  depend  on  the  particular  habit  of  body,  on  age,  and  especially 
on  the  degree  of  respiratory  activity  of  the  animal.  The  following  figures 
represent,  by  volume,  the  quantity  of  the  gas  which  was  given  off  in  an 
hour's  time  : — 

Eng.  Cub.  In.* 

Bull,  -       -       -       16,542.52  at  29.64  inch,  of  atmospheric  pressure. 
Ram,      -       -       -  3,370.13 
Goal,  eight  years  old,  1,310.70 
Kid,  five  months  old,  707.S3 
Dog,   -       -       -  1,117.27 

These  figures  are  the  results  of  experiments  made  upon  free  respiration 
in  well-closed  stables,  the  area  of  which  was  151.48  cubic  feet ;  or  with 
the  smaller  animals,  conducted  in  a  box  provided  with  panes  of  glass,  the 
capacity  of  which  was  114.56  cubic  feet.  The  proportions  of  carbonic  acid 
gas  being  calculated  by  weight,  it  will  be  found  that  each  of  the  above- 
named  animals  evolved,  in  one  hour,  the  following  quantities  : — 

Troy  Grains. 

Bull,  -  -  -  8,297.79  of  carbonic  acid  gas. 
Ram,  -  -  -  1,687.27 
Goat,  656.23 
Kid,  -  -  -  354.27 
Dog,  ....  559.33 
The  proportional  amount  of  carbon  will  be  found  as  follows  :  — 

Troy  Grains. 

Bull,  -       -       -         2,260.64  of  carbon. 
Ram,      -       -       -  460.27 
Goat,,  -       -       -  178.98 
Kid,       -       -       -  96.43 

Dog,   -  153.44        "  London  Lancet. 


Nutritive  Properties  of  Bran. — M.  Millon  has  communicated  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  the  result  of  some  interesting  investigations  of  his 
concerning  the  ligneous  matter  of  wheat,  whence  it  would  appear  that  bran 
is  a  very  nutritive  substance.  Though  bran  doubtless  contains  from  five  to 
six  per  cent,  more  ligneous  substance  than  flour,  it  presents  more  nitroge- 
nous matter,  twice  as  much  fatty  matter,  and  moreover  two  distinct  aro- 
matic principles,  one  of  which  possesses  the  fragrance  of  honey  ;  and  these 
are  both  wanting  in  flour.  Thus,  by  sifting  the  impoverished  wheat  into 
nitrogenous  matter,  fat,  fecula,  aromatic  and  sapid  principles,  in  order  to 
free  it  from  a  small  proportion  of  ligneous  substance.  (?)  M.  Millon,  there- 
fore, thinks  that  bran  and  meal  ought  to  be  ground  over  again  and  mixed 
with  the  pure  flour,  and  he  has  found,  by  repeated  experiments,  that  this 
mixture  yields  a  superior  kind  of  bread,  and  free  from  the  inconveniences 
of  that  bread  which,  in  some  countries,  and  particularly  in  Belgium,  is 
made  with  coarse  meal. — Id. 


*  The  French  Litre  has  been  calculated  at  61.02  English  cubic  inches}  the  French  gramme  at 
15.13  troy  grains  ;  and  the  French  metre  at  3.2  English  feet. 
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REVIEW  OF  M.  LOUIS'S  RESEARCHES  UPON  TYPHOID  FEVER* 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

My  attention  having  been  recently  called  to  this  work  by  one  of  the 
followers  of  Louis,  who  quoted  him  to  refute  opinions  that  I  had  ad- 
vanced, I  sought  the  work  with  no  little  curiosity,  and  have  examined  it 
with  much  care,  and  I  trust  with  candor  ;  but  of  that,  others  can  judge. 
I  have  selected  the  first  case,  as  one  of  the  best  and  clearest-reported 
cases  in  the  whole  work,  and  which  was  probably  placed  in  front,  as 
best  reflecting  the  author's  principles  and  practice.  Jt  is  most  certainly 
a  fair  sample  of  the  practice  of  those  who  follow  Louis  and  authors  of 
that  character,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  see  their  practice. 

Louis  says  that  "  a  man  aged  23,  of  medium  size,  and  rather  thin, 
was  admitted  to  the  Hospital  of  La  Charite,  Sept.  17th,  J  824.  Had 
been  residing  at  Paris  for  six  months,  and  during  previous  four  months 
had  been  occupied  in  the  preparation  of  warm  baths  in  various  parts 
of  the  city,  and  always  had  good  nourishment,  had  not  been  accustomed 
to  excess  of  drink,  had  never  ceased  from  his  daily  occupation.  He  said 
he  had  been  ill  six  days.  In  the  beginning,  pain  in  the  head  ;  inclina- 
tion to  sleep  ;  indistinct  vision  ;  sensation  as  if  dazzled  ;  pain  in  limbs  ; 
general  feeling  of  heaviness;  very  great  sensibility  to  cold,  with  ex- 
treme heat  of  skin  ;  urgent  thirst ;  complete  anorexia  ;  diarrhoea.  These 
symptoms  continued,  and  the  diarrhoea  increased,  so  that  during  the  last 
three  days  he  had  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dejections  in  twenty-four  hours. 
At  this  time  new  symptoms  made  their  appearance  ;  to  wit,  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  pains  in  the  epigastrium  ;  very  few  colic  pains  ;  and  a 
slight  cough  commenced  on  the  evening  that  the  patient  entered  the 
hospital.  All  these  symptoms  had  been  preceded  during  three  days  by 
a  slight  diminution  of  appetite,  and  a  feeling  of  general  languor,  or  dul- 
ness.  Our  patient  had  kept  his  bed  from  the  outset,  and  had  taken 
only  beef-tea  for  nourishment,  and  for  drink  barley  water  sweetened  with 
honey,  with  some  wine  mingled  with  it.  He  had  taken,  also,  every 
day,  one  or  two  glasses  of  undiluted  wine,  and  had  not  perceived  any 
exacerbation  of  his  symptoms,  of  those  particularly  which  related  to  the 
stomach. 

*  "  Anatomical,  pathological  and  therapeutic  researches  upon  the  disease  known  under  the  name 
of  gastro-enterite,  putrid,  adynamic,  ataxic,  or  typhoid  fever,  &c,  compared  with  the  most  acute 
diseases.  By  P.  Ch.  A.  Louis,"  "  Translated  "from  the  original  French,  by  Henry  I.  Bowditch, 
31.D.    1836."  b 
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11  18th. — Slight  headache,  face  moderately  and  uniformly  red,  without 
any  peculiar  expression  ;  buzzing  in  ears  ;  is  dazzled  on  rising  in  bed  ; 
answers  slowly,  but  correctly  given  ;  memory  clear  ;  somnolency  ;  bruised 
feeling  in  limbs.  Tongue  moist,  of  a  vivid  red  at  the  tip,  whitish  in 
other  parts  ;  mouth  pasty ;  anorexia  ;  intense  thirst  ;  stricture  at  epigas- 
trium, increased  by  pressure,  and  it  is  slightly  meteorized.  No  rose- 
colored,  lenticular  spots  on  the  surface  ;  pulse  regular,  active,  not  full, 
beats  95  times  in  a  minute ;  skin  hot,  dry  ;  coughs  but  very  seldom  ;  res- 
piration slightly  accelerated  ;  not  a  little  oppression  at  chest.  Orge. 
sir.  tartar,  three  times  ;  flax-seed  enema  ;  emollient  fomentations  over 
epigastrium.  Patient  had  at  least  twenty  dejections  during  the  day,  and 
excepting  a  slight  redness  of  the  eyes,  dryness  of  the  tongue  at  its 
tip,  and  some  pain  in  the  iliac  fossae,  his  state  at  the  visit  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  19th,  was  the  same  as  it  was  the  day  previous.  Blister 
to  legs. 

"During  the  night  of  19th  and  20th.  delirium;  loquacity;  patient 
got  out  of  bed,  and  the  straight  jacket  was  applied. 

"20th. — Face  moderately  animated,  features  calm;  lips  trembling 
slightly  ;  patient  says  he  is  very  ill,  and  refers  all  his  malady  to  the 
epigastrium,  although  pressure  there  does  not  appear  painful  ;  speaks  in- 
coherently ;  tongue  dry,  red  ;  abdomen  meteorized  ;  pulse  at  110  ;  skin 
somewhat  hot ;  dejections  much  less  numerous  than  yesterday.  Bleeding 
to  §  x. 

"  During  this  day  no  amelioration,  alternation  of  great  drowsiness  and 
of  delirium  ;  same  state  of  abdomen.  On  21st,  appearance  of  face  calm 
and  natural,  eyes  slightly  injected  ;  drowsiness  nearly  constant ;  tongue 
of  a  blood-red  hue,  easily  protruded  ;  abdomen  a  little  meteorized  ; 
epigastrium  sensible  to  pressure  ;  some  rose-colored,  lenticular  spots  upon 
abdomen  ;  respiration  sufficiently  calm.  Blood  drawn  yesterday  nearly 
diffluent.    Orge.  sir.  tart,  twice  ;  whey  ;  flax-seed  enema  ;  emol.  foment. 

"  From  this  time  until  27th,  the  day  of  death,  the  state  of  the  patient 
became  gradually  worse.  Nearly  all  the  time  there  was  profound  drow- 
siness ;  he  complained,  on  the  24th,  of  his  extreme  weakness,  was  de- 
lirious, and  on  the  night  of  25th  and  26th  he  ran  about  the  ward,  with 
no  clothing  upon  him  except  his  shirt.  His  features,  from  the  25th 
presented  marks  of  evident  sinking  ;  his  eyes  were  very  much  injected 
on  the  22d  ;  epistaxis  on  that  day,  and  another  more  copious  on  the 
26th.  The  tongue  was  always  dry  and  soft,  of  a  pale  red  ;  intense  thirst ; 
dejections  not  very  frequent,  but  involuntary,  as  was  the  urine.  The  ab- 
domen remained  meteorized  to  a  moderate  degree,  was  sensible  to  pres- 
sure, and  covered  with  lenticular  spots  on  24th.  The  pulse  at  84  on 
25th  and  26th,  was  always  small  and  feeble  ;  some  heat  of  skin  ;  respi- 
ration calm  or  slightly  accelerated  ;  respiratory  murmur  was  free  from  any 
rales  in  front,  and  at  the  sides  of  the  chest ;  the  blisters  bled  very  co- 
pously,  especially  on  the  26th. 

«  27l.h. — A  short  time  after  the  visit,  our  patient  was  placed  upon  the 
close  stool,  where  he  passed  a  pultaceous,  brownish  matter,  of  extreme 
foetor;  his  tongue  was  perfectly  clean  ;  respiration  a  little  blowing,  and 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  he  expired.    The  drinks  first  made  use 
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of  were  continued  until  24th,  and  on  25th  were  prescribed  two  quarts 
of  a  cold  infusion  of  cinchona,  one  quart  of  lemonade,  and  a  given  po- 
tion with  twenty  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine." 

I  will  here  pass  over  about  three  pages,  showing  the  appearances 
after  death,  and  take  Louis's  remarks  upon  them,  viz. : — "  There  was,  as 
we  shall  see,  a  perfect  harmony  between  the  symptoms  and  the  lesions 
to  which  they  could  be  referred  ;  for  if  the  one  were  grave,  the  others 
were  not  less  so.  The  patient,  when  he  fell  sick,  had  been  at  Paris  for 
six  months,  and  had  been  engaged  during  four  in  a  very  fatiguing  em- 
ployment. He  experienced,  during  the  first  three  days,  uneasiness,  with 
a  feeling  of  lassitude  ;  slight  diminution  of  the  appetite ;  afterwards  head- 
ache, pain  in  his  limbs,  obscure  vision,  with  sensation  as  if  eyes  were 
dazzled  ;  somnolency  ;  diarrhoea  ;  complete  loss  of  appetite.  These 
symptoms  continued.  The  diarrhoea  became  more  severe ;  and  a  short 
time  after  their  appearance,  pains  in  the  epigastrium  supervened  with 
nausea,  and  vomiting,  but  this  latter  symptom  very  soon  disappeared. 
The  weakness  soon  became  considerable  ;  delirium  more  or  less  violent, 
alternating  with  somnolency,  manifested  itself  on  the  twelfth  day  of  the 
affection,  and  on  the  twentieth  the  patient  died  without  a  struggle. 
At  the  opening  of  the  body,  there  was  found  a  somewhat  vivid  injec- 
tion of  the  pia  mater,  and  of  the  medullary  substance  of  the  brain  ;  also 
a  slight  infiltration  of  the  edges  of  the  glottis  ;  an  evident  softening  of 
the  liver,  and  a  still  greater  one  of  the  spleen  ;  traces  of  inflammation 
of  the  gall-bladder;  a  mamelonated  state  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
of  the  stomach.  There  was  also  a  softening  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  a  portion  of  the  large  intestine  ;  this  softening  was  not  to  the  same 
degree  throughout  its  whole  extent.  There  was,  besides,  a  much  greater 
softening  of  the  small  intestine.  Especially  was  there  an  important 
alteration  in  the  elliptical  patches  of  the  ileum  ;  and  upon  this  point  it 
will  be  necessary  to  speak  more  fully.  All  these  patches  were  more  or 
less  thickened  ;  some,  which  were  farthest  from  the  large  intestine,  were 
white,  not  ulcerated ;  the  others  were  more  or  less  red,  had  ulcers  upon 
them,  that  varied  in  depth,  so  that  according  as  it  was  nearer  the  caecum 
the  ulceration  was  larger  and  deeper.  The  largest  of  all,  the  last,  near 
the  ilio-csecal  valve,  occupied  the  whole  circumference  of  the  intestine  ; 
and  the  muscular  membrane  was  laid  bare  by  it,  to  almost  the  whole 
of  its  extent.  From  this  it  seems  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  patches 
that  were  nearest  the  caecum  were  the  first  to  be  affected,  that  the  inflam- 
mation gradually  arrived  at  the  others ;  and  finally,  the  three  patches 
which  were  not  ulcerated,  were  pale,  thickened,  and  had  nothing  except 
this  thickening  in  common  with  the  others.  The  state  of  the  mesenteric 
glands  tends  to  confirm  this  opinion,  the  glands  being  more  voluminous 
near  the  caecum,  than  anywhere  else,  and  having  no  purulent  spots 
save  in  this  vicinity.  And  as  the  lesion  of  elliptical  patches  of  the  ileum 
was  the  gravest,  the  most  important  of  all  those  found  in  the  intestinal 
tube,  it  seems  natural  to  allow  it  commenced  before  any  of  the  others, 
and  that  to  it  should  be  referred  the  first  symptoms  of  the  affection, 
consequently  the  diarrhoea  ;  so  that  although  this  symptom  was  rather 
severe  at  first,  it  must  be  attributed  exclusively  to  the  state  of  the  small 
intestine,  at  that  time. 
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"  Another  fact,  of  which  the  importance  will  be  better  appreciated 
hereafter,  but  which  it  is  proper  to  mention  at  this  time,  is  this,  namely, 
the  cellular  membrane  of  the  patches  had  undergone  an  alteration  analo- 
gous to  that  of  the  mucous  membrane;  and  where  the  mucous  membrane 
was  thickened  and  yet  of  a  whitish  color,  the  cellular  was  of  the  same 
color,  and  proportionally  as  thick,  so  that  it  is  impossible  rigorously  to 
demonstrate  whether  these  two  tissues,  the  cellular  membrane  and  the 
crypts,  were  attacked  in  succession  or  simultaneously.  The  patient 
having  had  no  symptom  which  could  be  referred  to  the  liver,  it  was  im- 
possible to  foresee  the  lesion  of  the  gall-bladder,  a  lesion  which  is  quite 
rare,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  and  evidently  of  an  inflammatory  nature, 
although  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  was  changed  in  color 
merely.  It  is  probable,  moreover,  that  like  most  of  the  alterations,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  ileum,  this  took  place  only  a  short  period  before  death, 
which  also  explains  the  absence  of  the  symptoms  to  which  I  alluded. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  oedema  of  the  glottis  commenced 
at  a  period  still  less  remote,  and  its  latent  state  shows  better  than  any 
other  lesion  how  many  disorders  may  commence  during  the  last  moments 
of  life,  without  being  announced  by  any  peculiar  symptoms;  for  if  we 
suppose  the  whistling,  which  I  noticed,  was  owing  to  the  oedema,  we 
cannot,  upon  so  slight  an  indication,  assert  positively  that  this  sound  was 
thus  produced.  Nevertheless,  it  is  probable  that  the  absence  of  long 
struggle  previous  to  death,  was  due  to  the  state  of  the  glottis,  which 
must  have  caused  a  speedy  suffocation  of  the  patient. 

"  I  shall  refer  at  some  future  time  to  the  state  of  the  stomach  and 
brain  ;  I  will  observe  in  this  place  that  the  alteration  of  the  former  was 
slight,  although  the  gastric  symptoms  were  severe  ;  and  in  order  that  we 
may  be  able  to  suppose  them  to  have  been  dependent  upon  the  mucous 
membrane,  from  the  moment  they  began,  their  origin  must  have  been 
after  that  of  the  disease ;  now,  such  was  the  fact ;  probably,  therefore, 
the  stomach  was  not  affected  at  the  beginning  of  the  fever." 

It  here  appears,  that  on  the  17th  this  patient  was  admitted  into  the 
Hospital,  with  "complete  anorexia,  diarrhoea,"  &c.,  and  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  six  days.  During  the  last  three  days,  the  diarrhoea  had 
increased  to  twenty  dejections  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  nausea,  and  vomit- 
ing, and  pain  in  the  stomach,  had  become  troublesome.  It  also  appears 
that  three  days  of  slight  indisposition  had  preceded  these  six,  making  the 
17th  the  ninth  day  of  illness. 

Now  mark  the  treatment !  Of  the  first  three  days,  nothing  is  said 
(though  we  should  like  to  know),  but  during  the  six  days  previous  to 
his  entering  the  Hospital,  he  had  taken  only  beef  tea  for  nourishment ; 
and  for  drink,  barley  water,  sweetened  with  honey,  with  some  wine 
mingled  with  it.  He  had  taken,  also,  every  day,  one  or  two  glasses  of 
undiluted  wine,  and  (what  is  very  remarkable)  had  not  perceived  any 
"  exacerbation  "  (though  growing  worse  all  the  time)  of  his  symptoms, 
particularly  those  which  related  to  the  stomach.  At  first  he  felt  only 
general  languor  and  debility,  and  loss  of  appetite ;  then  followed  nausea, 
vomiting,  and  pain  in  the  stomach  ;  growing  worse  every  day,  but  no 
exacerbation  of  symptoms."    Instead  of  simple  ice-water,  which  the 
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stomach  called  for,  and  which  would  probably  have  cured  the  man,  in 
half  of  the  nine  days,  provided  he  had  taken  nothing  else ;  beef-tea, 
honey,  barley  water,  and  wine  both  diluted  and  in  full  strength,  were 
forced  into  the  poor  stomach,  though  it  continually  revolted,  and  cried 
out  with  pain.  Notwithstanding  this  rebellion  of  the  stomach  and  in- 
crease of  diarrhoea,  this  regimen  was  continued  till  the  24th,  seven  days 
from  his  admission,  and  on  the  25th,  two  quarts  of  cold  infusion  of  cin- 
chona, one  quart  of  lemonade,  with  twenty  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
in  a  gum  potion  (probably  one  quart  more),  were  given  daily  till  he  died. 

Now,  what  is  most  remarkable,  this  man  lived  till  the  27th,  ten  whole 
days  and  nights  under  this  treatment,  and  twenty  days  from  the  first 
attack  ;  and  then  died  by  suffocation  from  inflammation  of  the  glottis. 
According  to  Louis,  the  primary  disease  here  was  in  the  ileum,  the  seat, 
as  I  understand  him,  of  all  fevers,  and  that  all  the  other  local  diseases 
found  on  dissection  took  place  shortly  before  death.  In  summing  up 
the  case,  Louis  very  coolly  says  "  that  there  was,  as  we  shall  see,  a  per- 
fect harmony  between  the  symptoms  and  the  lesions  to  which  they  re- 
ferred, for  if  the  one  were  grave,  the  others  were  not  less  so."  We 
agree  to  all  this,  and  go  a  little  further,  and  say  that  we  see  a  perfect 
harmony  between  the  treatment  and  these  grave  symptoms,  for  u  if  one 
were  grave,  the  others  were  not  less  so."  Then  food  or  nourishment 
of  any  kind  could  not  possibly  be  digested,  and  must  putrefy  and  act  as 
a  violent  poison  to  the  system  ;  and  shortly  before  death,  on  the  27th, 
Louis  says,  "  there  was  an  evacuation  of  a  pultaceous,  brownish  matter, 
of  extreme  foztor"  consisting,  of  course,  of  food  in  a  putrefied  state. 

The  more  fully  to  demonstrate  that  Louis's  principles  are  entirely 
wrong,  and  his  practice  dangerous,  if  not  empirical,  I  will  put  in  as  evi- 
dence, an  essay  on  typhus  fever,  by  Nathan  Smith,  M.D.,  late  Profes- 
sor of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery  in  Yale  College,  published  by  E. 
Bliss  h  E.  White,  123  Broadway,  N.  Y.  In  this  work  Dr.  Smith  has 
advanced  no  fanciful  theories,  nothing  but  simple,  practical  facts — facts 
which  can  be  tested  by  all.  He  here  takes  as  decided  a  stand  as  Louis, 
that  there  is  but  one  fever,  which  has  led  some  late  writers  to  suppose 
that  they  both  agreed  in  principle,  while  they  are  as  far  apart  as  the 
poles.  Smith  calls  the  fever  he  treats  of,  a  typhus,  which,  he  says,  in  all 
cases  depends  upon  a  specific  cause,  and  that  cause,  contagion  ;  that  in 
no  instance  does  it  depend  upon  local  inflammation  for  its  cause  or  con- 
tinuance. He  admits  that  local  inflammation  may  and  does  sometimes 
attend  that  fever,  and  may  increase  it  for  the  time  being,  but  he  distinctly 
says,  that  the  inflammation  should  in  all  cases  be  removed  as  soon  as 
possible  ;  and  that  after  the  inflammation  is  removed,  the  fever  continues 
to  its  natural  termination,  like  other  contagious  diseases.  Louis,  on  the 
other  hand,  locates  his  disease  in  the  ileum  and  immediate  vicinity.  Of 
the  cause  of  the  inflammation,  he  says  "  he  is  entirely  ignorant,"  and 
which  his  treatment  too  plainly  indicates.  Dr.  Smith  says  that  typhus 
is  not  an  every-day  disease,  that  he  has  known  it  absent  from  places 
twenty  years  in  succession,  and  he  evidently  considers  the  disease  treated 
of  by  Louis,  as  nothing  but  the  acute  disorders  of  the  digestive  organs  of 
"  Hall  on  Diagnosis,"  and  inflammation  from  cold,  which  often  attacks, 
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sometimes  every  year,  those  whose  digestive  organs  are  deranged  from 
improper  food,  drink,  he,  and  should  he  treated  as  such,  not  as  a  dis- 
tinct fever.    Another  point  is,  that  Smith's  typhus  cannot  be  arrested, 
in  its  progress,  after  it  has  once  commenced — that  all  remedies  used 
with  a  view  to  "cut  off"  or  "prevent  the  fever  from  settling,"  as 
some  call  it,  are  dangerous — that  no  violent  remedies  should  be  used, 
unless  to  remove  local  inflammation,  and  that  no  individual  is  ever  liable 
to  a  second  attack.    All  these  positions  are,  1  think,  fully  justified  by  the 
following  extracts: — "There  is  a  marked  point  of  analogy  between  ty- 
phus and  the  common  contagious  maladies,  which  is,  that  it  rarely  affects 
the  same  individual  twice.    Those,  however,  who  do  not  consider  it  a  dis- 
tinct disease,  but  only  a  state  of  fever,  will  probably  differ  from  me  in  opi- 
nion on  this  point.  For  it  is  evident,  that  if  we  make  the  name  of  the  disease 
depend  on  the  presence  of  one  or  two  symptoms,  or  on  that  indefinite 
thing  or  state  .called  debility,  we  shall  be  liable  to  misname  it ;  and  that 
this  is  actually  done,  and  in  very  many  instances,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Indeed,  within  the  last  year,  1  have  been  consulted  in  several  cases 
of  disordered  secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  which  were  called  low 
nervous  or  low  typhus  fever,  merely  on  account  of  the  presence  of  a 
furred  tongue,  loss  of  appetite,  and  some  degree  of  thirst.    Several  of 
these  patients  told  me,  that  they  had  had  one  of  these  "  low  fevers  "  every 
year,  for  several  years  in  succession.    ]t  is  obvious  that  those  physicians 
who  have  such  vague  and  indefinite  notions  of  fever,  as  to  call  a  stomach 
affection,  typhus,  would  be  equally  liable  to  call  other  febrile  complaints 
by  the  same  name,  and  may  imagine  they  delect  its  existence  in  the 
same  individual  many  times.    My  own  personal  experience  is  strongly 
in  favor  of  the  opinion  I  have  advanced  of  the  non-liability  of  the  same 
individual  to  a  second  attack  of  typhus  ;  for  during  the  twenty-five  years 
since  1  first  attended  patients  in  this  disease,  and  in  that  time  I  have 
visited  many  hundreds,  and  have  witnessed  its  prevalence  several  times 
in  the  same  village,  I  have  never  known  nor  heard  of  its  recurrence  in 
the  same  person.'' — See  pages  16  and  17. 

Pages  18  and  19.  "Some  late  writers  have  described  a  fever  begin- 
ning inflammatory,  and  ending  typhus,  and  vice  versa.  Upon  this  point 
I  would  observe,  that  in  many,  if  not  all,  acute  diseases,  there  is  a  marked 
difference  in  appearance  between  the  rise  and  decline  of  the  same  disease, 
whether  it  terminates  in  death  or  recovery,  and  generally  the  early  part 
of  all  febrile  affections  is  attended  with  more  symptoms  of  inflammation 
than  the  latter.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  case  with  typhus  ;  but  such 
difference  of  symptoms  in  its  different  stages,  should .  not  induce  us  to 
give  the  disease  different  names. 

"  As  I  consider  typhus  fever  as  arising  from  a  specific  cause,  if  it  begins 
typhus,  or  arises  from  such  specific  cause,  1  believe  it  to  continue  typhus 
through  its  whole  course.  Variation,  in  severity  or  mildness,  can  make 
no  specific  difference  in  the  disease." 

And  on  page  21,  he  says,  "  From  the  view  of  this  subject  above 
taken,  and  the  facts  there  stated,  1  consider  typhus  fever  a  disease  sui 
generis,  arising  from  a  specific  cause,  and  that  cause  contagion,  and 
seldom  affecting  the  same  person  more  than  once.    The  diseases  with 
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which  it  is  liable  to  be  confounded,  and  for  which  it  is  often  mistaken, 
are  pure  unmixed  catarrhal  fever,  the  acute  stomach  complaints  above 
referred  to,  and  those  bilious  affections  which  take  place,  in  the  latter 
part  of  summer,  and  the  commencement  of  autumn.  1  have  seen  many 
cases  of  all  these  affections  which  have  been  considered  and  treated  as 
typhus,  by  those  who  consider  it  as  a  mere  state  of  fever,  and  not  as  a 
distinct  disease  dependent  on  a  specific  cause.  It  will  be  observed  that 
simple  inflammatory  fever  is  not  mentioned  as  one  of  the  diseases  with 
which  it  may  be  confounded.  The  reason  is,  that  no  such  disease  has 
ever  fallen  under  my  observation. 

"  Although  I  have  practised  physic  and  surgery  for  thirty-five  years 
pretty  extensively  in  all  the  New  England  States,  except  Rhode  Island, 
and  have  lived  in  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut  and  Maine,  I 
have  never  witnessed  a  single  case  of  continued  fever,  except  typhus, 
which  was  not  either  the  effect  of  contagion,  as  the  smallpox,  measles, 
&c,  or  evidently  connected  with  local  inflammation  and  dependent  upon 
it.  I  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  typhus  is  never  connected  with  local 
inflammation  ;  indeed,  I  know  that  the  reverse  of  this  has  been  the 
opinion  of  some  men  of  great  observation,  and  that  there  are  many  phe- 
nomena, which  serve  to  corroborate  it ;  but  if  so,  it  differs  essentially 
from  that  kind  of  sympathetic  fever,  attendant  on  phlegmonic  inflammation, 
and  on  attentive  examination  this  difference  will  be  sufficiently  obvious." 

These  extracts  show  pretty  conclusively  that  Dr.  Smith  considers  that 
a  large  part  of  the  febrile  diseases,  treated  as  idiopathic  fever,  depend 
upon  local  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  some  part  of  the  ali- 
tnentary  canal ;  that  typhus  fever  is  a  rare  disease — that  is,  not  to  be 
met  with  every  year  in  the  same  neighborhood.  Whether  Louis's  work 
contains  any  cases  of  what  Dr.  Smith  calls  typhus,  it  is  impossible  to 
tell,  as  his  treatment  was  such,  as  would  modify  and  materially  change 
the  disease,  whatever  it  might  have  been. 

From  the  extracts  of  both  Louis  and  Smiih,  the  following  conclusion 
forces  itself  upon  the  mind,  viz.,  that  most,  if  not  all,  the  appearances 
in  Louis's  case,  after  death,  were  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  treat- 
ment. The  patient  must  have  taken  as  much  as  thirteen  gallons,  in 
thirteen  days,  of  beef-tea,  barley-water,  honey  and  wrine  ;  for  it  must  be 
presumed  that  he  took  as  much,  at  least,  as  he  did  of  the  infusion  of 
bark,  lemonade,  gum  potion  and  quinine.  Now  what  quadruped  is  there 
whose  stomach  could  resist  such  a  mass,  when  there  was  no  secretion 
of  gastric  juice  to  digest  it  ?  They  know  enough  not  to  eat  when  sick, 
but  man  does  not !  If  no  food  is  taken,  till  there  is  gastric  juice  to  di- 
gest it,  it  is  seldom  that  physic  is  necessary,  and  the  loss  of  strength  and 
flesh  is  small  in  comparison  to  what  it  is  when  nourishment  is  taken,  as 
physic  must  follow  or  diarrhoea  take  place,  and  the  loss  in  consequence 
is  much  greater.  Each  individual  can  test  for  himself  the  truth  of  Louis's 
or  Smith's  principles,  by  giving  nature  time  and  opportunity  to  cure,  by 
total  abstinence  from  food  and  in  most  cases  from  medicine.  Smith's 
typhus  will  go  on  quietly  and  gently  about  two  weeks,  while  the  typhoid 
will  disappear  in  two,  three  or  four  days  ;  that  is,  presuming  both  to  be 
mild  cases  and  taken  early — for  I  have  never  known  violent  cases  of  the 
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typhoid  to  last  more  than  six  or  seven  days,  unless  a  relapse  was  brought 
on  by  taking  some  nourishment  before  the  stomach  was  prepared  for  it. 

The  diarrhoea  being  a  critical  discharge,  should  be  let  alone — at 
least  till  the  fever  is  gone,  and  then  I  have  found  one  twelfth  of  a  grain 
of  corrosive  sublimate,  once  in  eight  hours,  in  one  drachm  of  water,  the 
best.  One  dose  is  often  all  that  is  necessary  should  it  produce  a  little 
nausea  ;  if  not,  a  second,  or  even  a  third,  will  sometimes  be  required  to 
change  the  action,  when  the  stomach  will  immediately  call  for  food.  To 
get  a  proper  effect  from  this,  the  pulse  should  be  perfectly  soft  and  the 
mouth  moist  before  it  is  given.  In  typhoid,  all  headache  can  be  removed 
by  the  cold  affusion  applied  till  re-action  is  complete,  and  it  will  not  re- 
turn unless  the  stomach  is  irritated  by  either  food  or  medicine.  In  some 
protracted  or  badly-managed  cases,  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane seems  to  have  taken  on  a  morbid  or  erysipelatous  character  ;  to 
change  which,  I  have  found  the  following  the  best.  Spts.  turpentine, 
bal.  cop.,  aa  5  ij. ;  solution  gum  Arabic,  §  ij.  ;  of  which  a  one-drachm 
dose  is  to  be  taken  in  four  or  six  hours,  for  one,  two  or  three  days  till 
the  secretions  show  a  change.  In  typhus,  the  headache  and  delirium  are 
a  part  of  the  disease  ;  it  may  be  mitigated,  but  not  cured. 


SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS — NO.  III. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
NATHANIEL    CHAPMAN,  M.D. 

"  A  wise  physician,  skilled  to  heal, 
Is  more  than  armies  to  the  public  weal." — Homer. 
"  Mind  is  the  god-like  attribute  of  man, 

Even  as  the  prophet  in  the  arid  wild 

Smote  the  dull  rock,  which  gave  its  waters  forth, 

Till  awe-struck  Israel  gazed  upon  the  sight ; 

Thus  by  high  reason  waked,  the  mind  instinct 

Pours  its  rich,  sparkling  streams  upon  the  earth, 

And  the  world  looks  with  a  rapt  wonder  on." 

Our  country  is  fertile  with  examples  of  genius  and  industry,  wending 
their  way  upward  to  honor  and  renown.  Like  the  inexhaustible  soil  of 
our  western  wilds,  society  produces  an  ever-increasing  harvest  of  mind, 
laden  with  the  rich  fruit  of  originality  and  vigorous  thought.  No  young 
man  can  contemplate  the  characters  of  the  many  distinguished  men  who 
have  enrolled  their  names  upon  the  few  but  brilliant  pages  of  Ameri- 
can history,  without  feeling  that  he  has  but  to  put  forth  his  hand  and 
pluck  the  laurels  to  entwine  his  brow.  In  the  language  of  the  distin- 
guished subject  of  the  following  memoir,  "  every  man  in  this  country 
either  makes  or  mars  his  fortune." 

"  Nathaniel  Chapman  was  born  in  Virginia,  a  few  miles  from  Alexan- 
dria, on  the  29th  of  May,  17S0.  His  family  was  of  that  class  in  which 
the  right  nobility  of  our  country  is  founded — the  independent  agricul- 
turists, who  are  aware  that  a  good  education  is  the  only  true  basis  of 
legitimate  renown.  Having  enjoyed  suitable  preliminary  advantages 
liberally  furnished  him  in  this  spirit,  young  Chapman,  in  1797,  when 
17  years  of  age,  came  to  Philadelphia,  and  became  a  private  pupil  of 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  We  are  not  at  this  time  in  possession  of  any 
illustrative  anecdotes  of  uncommon  devotion  to  study,  during  the  three 
years  in  which  he  remained  with  this  distinguished  physician  and  teacher. 
We  can,  however,  very  fairly  presume,  that  the  opportunities  for  im- 
provement which  were  furnished  in  the  fever  of  1 798,  and  in  the  lectures 
and  practice  of  his  preceptor,  were  not  lost  on  a  youth  of  such  quick  per- 
ceptions as  young  Chapman.  We  believe,  indeed,  that  he  soon  became 
one  of  the  many  enthusiastic  supporlers  of  the  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Rush, 
not  the  least  evidence  of  whose  mentai  powers  was  evinced  in  the  zeal 
with  which  he  knew  how  to  inspire  his  young  friends  and  pupils,  in  his 
favor." 

After  graduating,  in  the  year  1800,  Dr.  Chapman  left  his  native 
shores  to  visit  the  old  world,  and  finish  (as  was  the  custom  of  the  day) 
his  medical  education  there.  Four  years  were  spent  chiefly  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Edinburgh.  A  short  time  was  spent  in  visiting 
the  Continent.  Endowed  with  keen  perception,  and  an  active  imagination, 
with  a  sanguine  temperament,  he  was  well  calculated  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
sures and  novelties  presented  by  foreign  customs  and  manners ;  and  con- 
sequently, we  find  him,  even  at  this  day,  relating,  with  much  spirit  and 
gusto,  numerous  anecdotes  and  incidents,  in  which  not  unfrequently  him- 
self with  other  young  American  friends  bore  a  conspicuous  part. 

Having  returned  to  the  United  States,  he  selected  Philadelphia  for  his 
place  of  residence.  To  his  ardent,  temperament,  this  presented  the  best 
field  for  a  full  display  of  his  talents  ;  and  his  motto  seems  to  have  been, 
"  aut  Ccesar,  aut  nihil"  Here,  now  verging  to  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf 
of  a  long  and  brilliant  career,  still  flourished  his  great  preceptor;  here 
were  Wistar,  and  Barton,  and  Kuhn,  and  many  others  whose  labors  had 
made  Philadelphia  the  centre  of  medical  fame  ;  and  here,  in  the  midst  of 
the  great  names  of  his  day  and  others  who  had  passed  from  the  scene  of 
action,  he  resolved  to  "  do  or  die." 

"  To  the  timidly  cautious,"  in  the  language  of  another,  "such  a  step 
must  have  seemed  to  partake  more  of  youthful  rashness,  than  of  mature 
reflection  ;  and  we  can  conceive  of  many  a  prediction  of  failure,  and 
many  a  cynical  comment  on  his  presumption,  uttered  by  those  who  can 
see  no  safety  out  of  the  beaten  track — no  success  not  promised  by  con- 
firmed precedent.  But  Dr.  Chapman  felt  his  powers  ;  and  although  he 
chose  for  a  season  to  blend,  and  at  times  conceal  them,  with  a  sprigbtli- 
ness  almost  amounting  to  levity  of  manner,  he  was  never  an  idle  or 
uninterested  observer  of  events.  If  he  became  intimate  with  Dennie  of 
the  Port-Folio,  and  others  of  the  club  who  used  to  contribute  to  that 
work,  at  least  in  excellent  intentions  and  amusing  discussions  over  good 
suppers,  it  was  on  his  part  from  a  natural,  and,  we  may  say,  laudable 
fondness  for  ornamental  literature,  not  less  than  for  tasteful  conviviality. 
His  undertaking  to  select  and  arrange  a  choice  collection  of  speeches 
of  the  most  distinguished  English  parliamentary  and  forensic  orators, 
was  no  doubt  suggested  by  some  of  those  good  fellows  and  literary  asso- 
ciates. From  whatever  cause  begun,  the  task  was  well  executed,  and 
afforded,  in  the  prefatory  notices  and  explanations,  decided  evidences  of 
both  taste  and  judgment." 
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This,  in  fact,  seems  to  be  a  natural  attribute  of  his  mind  ;  his  writings 
and  lectures  prove  him  to  be  a  good  belles-lettres  and  classical  scholar. 

Previous  to  1813,  Dr.  Chapman  had  assisted  his  friend  Prof.  James 
in  his  lectures  on  obstetrics,  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  on 
the  death  of  Dr.  Rush,  in  August  of  this  year,  he  was  elected  to  the 
chair  of  Materia  Medica.  This  chair  had  been  filled  by  the  eloquent 
and  distinguished  Barton,  and  we  may  well  suppose  that  Dr.  C.  found 
a  fine  field  for  the  display  of  all  his  varied  talents  as  a  speaker  and 
teacher.  About  this  time  he  published,  as  a  text-book  for  his  class,  his 
well-known  work  on  therapeutics,  in  which  he  advocated  his  peculiar 
views,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  designated  as  pure  solidism.  The  inge- 
nuity with  which  he  arrayed  his  arguments,  his  polished  diction  and 
classical  periods,  made  this  at  once,  like  the  writings  of  Dr.  Rush,  very 
attractive  to  the  young  student  and  practitioner.  Three  years  after  this, 
at  the  death  of  Dr.  Barton,  who  had  filled  the  chair  of  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, Institutes  and  Clinical  Medicine,  since  the  death  of  Dr.  Rush,  Dr. 
Chapman  was  transferred  to  this  chair,  which  he  continues  to  fill  to  the 
present  time.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  such  men,  it  must  have  re- 
quired talents  of  the  highest  order  to  fill  with  credit  the  places  which  they 
bad  filled. 

In  analyzing  the  peculiarities  of  distinguished  orators  of  different  pe- 
riods, or  of  the  same  period,  it  is  amusing  to  observe  how  entirely  differ- 
ent they  are  one  from  another.  Demosthenes  and  Cicero — Burke — Pitt, 
Fox  and  Sheridan — Patrick  Henry — Clay,  Webster  and  Calhoun — no 
two  alike,  yet  all  great.  Occasionally  we  we  find  one,  who  having 
studied  and  imitated  the  manner  of  another,  appears  much  like  his  origi- 
nal at  the  outset — but  very  soon,  if  he  succeed  at  all,  he  forms  a  "  man- 
ner of  his  own."  Copying  others,  like  borrowed  capital  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  mercantile  life,  cannot  continue  long,  but  must  give  place  to 
original  capital,  inherent,  in  the  constitution  of  the  man.  We  have  the 
highest  authority  (Qumtilian)  for  the  fact,  (different  from  a  poet)  that  an 
orator,  provided  he  have  energy,  can  by  close  application  and  study  be 
made. 

Dr.  C.  is  an  instance  of  good  success  in  this  respect,  in  spite  of  an 
impediment  which  would  have  deterred  most  men  from  the  attempt. 
The  loss  of  a  portion  of  the  palate,  in  early  life,  produces  that  peculiar 
and  unpleasant  sound,  or  want  of  proper  nasal  sound,  termed  "  speak- 
ing through  the  nose  "';  and  yet,  by  careful  study  and  close  attention  to 
his  voice,  he  has  succeeded  in  making  the  hearer  forget  the  defect,  and 
in  fact,  after  a  short  time,  consider  it  almost  in  the  light  of  an  embellish- 
ment— at  least,  it  gives  character  to  his  manner  of  speaking,  and  with 
other  peculiarities  makes  him  highly  original  and  attractive  as  a  teacher. 
A  witticism,  pun  or  bon  mot,  assumes  a  peculiarity  all  his  own,  when 
pronounced  by  his  inimitable  voice. 

His  apt  quotations  from  the  whole  field  of  ancient  and  modern  polite 
literature,  with  his  sparkling  wit  and  happy  inuendo,  make  it  always  a 
treat  to  listen  either  to  his  lectures  or  conversation.  A  peculiar  oscilla- 
tion of  the  brows,  with  a  slight  jerking  upwards  of  the  corners  of  the 
mouth,  are  the  usual  indications  of  a  jeu  d'esprit.    His  bon  mots,  with 
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those  of  his  old  friend,  Judge  Hopkinson  (now,  alas  !  no  more),  are  per- 
haps as  generally  retailed  over  the  United  States,  among  both  the  people 
and  the  profession,  as  are  those  of  Abernethy  and  Johnson  in  Great 
Britain. 

Who,  among  the  thousands  that  have  sat  at  the  feet  of  this  Gamaliel 
in  medicine,  but  can  recollect  the  innumerable  classical  allusions  and  quo- 
tations in  which  his  introductories,  valedictories  and  ordinary  lectures, 
whether  clinical  or  not,  abound  ?  The  fable  of  the  voyage  of  the 
Arganauts  is  annually  alluded  to  and  recited.  Quotations  from  Horace, 
Virgil,  Homer,  Akenside  (the  latter  he  speaks  highly  of  as  the  poet  and 
physician),  Johnson,  Pope,  &:c.  he,  are  all  familiar  to  those  who  have 
attended  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Chapman.  The  figure  of  a  ship  on  a 
voyage,  the  physician  for  pilot,  is  often  used.  The  beautiful  description 
of  a  traveller  going  out  in  the  night  and  seeing  no  light,  at  first,  until  one 
star  after  another  bursts  upon  his  astonished  sight,  in  illustration  of  the 
effect  of  the  study  of  medicine  upon  the  mind  of  the  student,  is  known 
to  all  of  us. 

[To  be  continued.] 


RENAL  CALCULUS— PASSAGE  THROUGH  THE  URETER,  ASSISTED  UY 
THE  USE  OF  ETHER. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. J 

The  patient  was  a  man  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  of  a  gross  but  tem- 
perate habit,  accustomed  to  a  large  amount  of  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
and  free  from  dyspeptic,  and  in  fact  from  any  kind  of  ailments.  He  said, 
however,  that  he  had  been  subject  to  attacks  of  gravel,  and  that  his  urine 
was  usually  turbid,  and  deposited  a  red  sediment. 

After  riding  some  hours  in  a  jolting  wagon,  he  was  seized  with  violent 
pain,  principally  in  the  left  iliac  ivgion,  which  became  somewhat  tender, 
but  extending  from  the  small  of  the  back  in  the  left  side,  along  the  ileum 
towards  the  groin.  This  had  lasted  for  several  hours  when  I  saw  him. 
There  was  slight  nausea,  and  frequent  desire  to  void  the  urine,  which, 
by  his  account,  was  small  in  quantity,  and  free  from  blood.  The  pulse 
was  76,  and  there  was  no  fever.  He  took  an  ounce  of  phosphate  of  soda  ; 
and  by  a  large  enema  of  warm  water,  and  the  application  of  fomentations 
and  poultices,  the  pain  abated,  and  he  passed  a  comfortable  night. 

The  next  morning  I  found  him  sitting  up,  with  slight  pain  over  the 
left  kidney.  The  urine  had  been  passed  in  moderate  quantity,  and  de- 
posited an  abundant  lateritious  sediment.  He  was  directed  to  drink  freely 
of  flaxseed  tea,  with  carbonate  of  soda  in  solution.  An  hour  after,  he 
was  suddenly  seized  anew  with  the  most  excruciating  pain,  attended  with 
violent  paroxysms  of  retching.  Sixty  drops  of  laudanum  were  given  ; 
and  as  the  distress  continued,  1  determined  to  "  etherize"  him,  with  the 
view,  at  once,  of  relieving  his  anguish,  and  of  facilitating  the  passage  of  the 
calculus  into  the  bladder.  The  first  inspirations  caused  ineffectual  efforts 
to  vomit ;  which  having  been  checked  by  a  copious  draught  of  warm 
water,  I  again  applied  the  sponge  until  he  became  completely  insensible. 
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After  remaining  in  this  state  a  few  minutes,  he  awoke,  free  from  pain,  of 
which  he  has  since  had  no  return. 

Within  a  few  hours  he  passed  a  considerable  quantity  of  urine,  of  light 
color  and  free  from  sediment ;  and  in  it  I  found  a  very  small,  irregularly 
shaped  concretion,  which  proved,  on  analysis,  to  be  composed  almost  en- 
tirely of  lithic  acid.  Its  weight  was  only  0.16  of  a  grain.  The  next 
day  he  was  in  his  usual  health,  and  able  to  pursue  his  business. 

Wm.  P.  Dexter. 

Brookline,  March  28,  1849. 


EXTERNAL  APPLICATION  OF  CHLOROFORM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  do  not  remember  having  seen  reports  of  the  external  application 
of  chloroform.  This  mode  of  application  may,  however,  be  of  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  than  I  have  supposed,  judging  from  what  I  have  seen, 
or  rather  from  what  I  have  not  seen.  Should  this  be  too  common-place 
or  unworthy  attention,  you  will  please  decline  its  notice. 

The  application  externally  of  this  powerful  anaesthetic  agent  has  given 
me  very  much  satisfaction.  The  few  following  cases  will  show  your  read- 
ers its  happy  effects  in  my  hands. 

Cask  I. — I  was  summoned  hastily  to  see  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  P.,  about 
12  years  old,  who  had  fallen  while  at  play,  and  it  was  feared  had  broken 
her  arm.  I  found  the  girl  almost  frantic,  complaining  bitterly  of  her  arm, 
and  not  allowing  any  one  to  touch  it.  My  first  intent  was  to  quiet  her  by  the 
administration  of  chloroform,  and  while  under  its  influence  examine  the 
arm.  Accordingly  I  prepared  a  handkerchief  with  a  small  quantity ; 
but  from  her  restive  disposition,  I  failed  entirely  in  its  administration.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  an  application  to  the  arm  might  be  of  service.  With 
a  little  persuasion  I  induced  her  to  let  me  "  bathe  "  her  arm  with  what  1 
had  upon  the  handkerchief  (perhaps  5  j).  Not  two  minutes  elapsed  be- 
fore she  said  her  arm  felt  as  well  as  ever.  On  examination — which  was 
allowed  without  the  least  sign  of  pain — no  fracture  or  dislocation  was 
found.  She  soon  fell  into  a  quiet  sleep,  from  exhaustion  or  otherwise, 
and  in  two  hours  was  as  able  and  willing  to  romp  and  play  as  ever. 

Case  II. — Mrs.  W.  called  me  in  to  "  do  something  "  for  her  leg.  It 
was  very  painful,  and  had  been  so  for  twenty-four  hours.  She  had  ex- 
hausted all  the  domestic  remedies  and  quack  nostrums  to  no  good  purpose. 
I  found  her  sitting  in  a  chair,  with  the  pained  leg  in  another.  From  the 
knee  to  the  foot  (the  seat  of  the  pain)  there  was  an  unusual  heat,  some 
swelling  and  tenderness.  I  doubled  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  laid  it  upon 
the  affected  part,  and  saturated  it  with  chloroform.  One  minute  had  not 
passed  before  it  was  much  easier,  and  not  five  before  it  was  perfectly 
easy.  I  left  her  a  vial  containing  §  ss.  to  apply  in  the  same  manner  if 
the  pain  returned.  The  next  morning  Mrs.  W.  was  about  the  house  as 
usual,  having  had  no  occasion  for  a  second  application. 
Case  III. — Mrs.  H.,  about  60  years  of  age,  had  "  turned  "  her  ankle 
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— was  in  extreme  agony.  Applied  perhaps  3  j. — ij.  of  chloroform  to  the 
painful  part,  which  produced  almost  instant  relief. 

Case  IV. — Louisa  P.  had  fallen  down  stairs  and  bruised  the  back  of 
her  head,  thirty-six  hours  previous  to  calling  for  my  assistance.  Had  been 
in  severe  pain  from  the  first — slept  hut  little.  After  a  thorough  applica- 
tion, the  pain  subsided  ;  she  soon  fell  asleep,  and  awoke  as  cheerful  and 
well  as  ever. 

Case  V. — Mr.  B.  fell  and  fractured  the  lower  third  of  the  ulna  of  the 
left  arm,  two  or  three  hours  previous  to  my  attendance.  Chloroform  was 
applied  externally,  which  allowed  me  to  reduce  and  dress  the  fracture 
with  but  little  or  no  pain. 

I  mention  these  few  cases  as  fair  specimens  of  some  twenty  or  thirty 
applications  of  this  invaluable  remedy  externally,  which  I  am  happy  to 
say  terminated  very  desirably. 

An  allowance  may  be  very  reasonably  made  for  the  first  case — being 
a  child,  and  somewhat  frightened  withal.  No  so  with  the  others,  who 
are  adults.    Mrs.  W.  (Case  II.)  is  a  lady  of  uncommon  fortitude. 

Yours,  &cc.  A.  P.  King. 

Apponaug,  R.  I.,  March  29,  1849. 


THE  LATE  DR.  WM.  A.  CLENDINNEN. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Died,  at  New  Orleans,  Dec.  23d,  1848,  of  the  prevailing  epidemic, 
cholera,  William  A.  Clendinnen,  formerly  of  Baltimore,  in  the  30th  year 
of  his  age. 

We  are  induced  more  particularly  to  notice  the  death  of  Dr.  Clendin- 
nen by  the  professional  position  he  had  established  for  himself  both  in 
the  city  of  his  nativity  and  that  of  his  adoption,  as  well  as  among  those 
with  whom  he  was  brought  into  contact  while  abroad,  and  by  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  his  fatal  illness. 

A  native  of  Baltimore,  where  he  was  always  esteemed  for  his  kindly 
nature  and  cultivated  intellect,  of  an  ardent,  enthusiastic  temperament, 
active,  energetic  and  laborious,  he  graduated,  in  the  University  of  Mary- 
land, in  1810,  in  his  2lst  year,  and  immediately  entered  upon  the  active 
duties  of  his  profession.  His  career  was  eminently  successful,  until,  in 
1845,  he  determined  to  take  advantage  of  an  European  tour,  and  to  ad- 
vance his  knowledge  of  his  profession,  devotion  to  which  was  one  of  his 
strongest  characteristics. 

During  his  residence  abroad,  he  neglected  no  opportunity,  shrank  from 
no  labor,  but  with  too  much  zeal  sacrificed  his  health,  already  delicate, 
to  the  one  chief  object  of  his  pursuit.  Under  the  effects  of  this  he  was 
still  laboring  on  his  return  to  the  United  States,  in  the  latter  part  of  1847, 
when,  after  a  visit  to  his  family  and  friends,  he  finally  settled  in  New 
Orleans  in  the  fall  of  1848.  It  was  not  long  ere  the  warning  note  of 
the  approach  of  cholera  to  our  shores  was  sounded  in  our  seaport  towns, 
and  the  hospitals  of  New  Orleans  were  soon  filled  with  the  sufferers. 
To  its  study  and  observation,  Dr.  Clendinnen  devoted  himself  assiduously 
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and  constantly,  and  although  suffering  for  some  days  with  the  premoni- 
tory symptoms,  he  passed  the  night  of  the  2 1st  of  December  at  the  bed- 
side of  a  patient,  and  was  engaged  at  the  Charity  Hospital  the  greater 
part  of  the  22d.  On  his  return  home,  he  was  seized  with  the  graver 
symptoms,  and  despite  the  best  professional  assistance,  sank  under  the 
attack  on  the  morning  of  the  23d. 

Devoted,  conscientious  and  self-sacrificing  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
his  death  is  the  strongest  commentary  upon  the  rule  he  had  adopted  and 
ever  pursued  :  "  Whatever  of  peril  arises,  the  enemy  must  be  calmly 
met.  I  must  perform  my  duty  to  those  who  confide  themselves  to  my 
care." 

Thus  in  the  midst  of  life,  with  a  mind  richly  stored  with  professional 
knowledge  and  a  heart  filled  with  tenderness  to  his  kind,  of  manners  and 
address  courteous  and  winning,  and  calculated  by  early  education  and 
later  cultivation  to  command  and  secure  esteem  and  respect,  he  fell  a 
victim,  lamented  by  many  friends,  to  the  ardor  and  zeal,  in  profes- 
sional pursuits,  which  from  his  earliest  entrance  upon  his  manly 
career  had  so  strongly  marked  him  :  adding  another  to  the  many  martyrs 
who,  in  different  epidemics,  have  sunk  beneath  the  weight  of  their  pro- 
fessional labors.  To  science  he  devoted  his  health  and  his  life,  and  in 
the  prosecution  of  it  he  has  gone  down  to  his  early  grave  ;  leaving  to 
those  who  knew  and  loved  him  the  blessings  of  his  memory  and  his 
example.  M. 

Baltimore,  March,  1849. 


MORBID  SENSIBILITY  OF  THE  EYES  FROM  DECAYED  TEETH. 

Dr.  Hays,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  College,  remarked  that  he 
had  seen,  within  a  few  years,  some  curious  cases  of  exalted  sensibility 
of  the  retina,  from  a  cause  which  he  believes  has  not  been  suspected  of 
such  an  effect,  viz.,  irritation  of  the  dental  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of 
nerves.  These  cases  much  interested  him,  and  if  the  College  had  no- 
thing better  to  occupy  their  attention,  he  would  present  a  verbal  sketch 
of  them  ;  he  had  not  prepared  any  written  history  of  the  cases,  having 
no  previous  intention  of  submitting  them  at  this  meeting. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  a  gentleman,  the  Cashier  of  a  bank  in  North 
Carolina.  At  the  great  fire  in  Wilmington,  he  had  suffered  considerable 
fatigue  and  exposure  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank,  and  had,  subsequently,  severely  tried  his  eyes  in  arranging  the 
documents  which  were  rescued  from  the  flames.  He  soon  experienced 
great  intolerance  of  light.  For  this  he  was  treated  by  the  physicians 
in  his  vicinity,  but  with  only  temporary  relief.  He  subsequently  visited 
Virginia,  and  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  for  medical  advice  ;  but  from  none 
of  the  remedies  or  plans  of  treatment  employed  in  his  case,  did  he  ex- 
perience the  slightest  permanent  benefit  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  intolerance 
of  lio-ht  increased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  exposure  to  light  perfect 
torture.  Dr.  Hays  was  written  to.  Believing  the  case  to  be  one  for 
which  it  was  not  possible  to  prescribe  judiciously  until  he  was  enabled 
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to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  it,  he  requested  that  the  gentleman 
should  be  brought  on  to  Philadelphia  ;  but  his  friends,  in  reply,  suggested 
that  this  would  scarcely  be  possible,  in  consequence  of  the  excessive 
photophobia  under  which  the  patient  labored,  rendering  the  slightest  de- 
gree of  light  intolerable.    Dr.  Hays  suggested  that  the  eyes  should  be 
entirely  defended  from  the  access  of  light  by  covering  them  with  a  mask 
of  wadded  silk.    This  suggested  was  adopted.    When  the  gentleman 
reached  the  city,  Dr.  H.  found  him  laboring  under  the  most  aggravated 
degree  of  photophobia.    In  a  room  so  perfectly  dark  that  the  doctor  was 
unable  to  see  any  object  whatever,  to  the  patient,  the  light  reflected  from 
his  own  hands  was  intolerable,  and  that  from  his  shirt  bosom  caused  so 
much  suffering  that  he  was  obliged  to  keep  the  latter  constantly  covered. 
The  colored  nurse,  whom  he  had  brought  on  to  attend  upon  him,  hap- 
pening to  enter  the  darkened  room,  the  light  from  a  white  apron  she 
wore  produced  so  much  suffering  to  the  patient,  that  he  flew  into  a  vio- 
lent passion  at  the  poor  creature,  and  threatened  punishment  should  she 
ever  enter  his  presence  again  similarly  attired.    So  exalted  was  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  retina,  that  in  the  darkened  room,  where  Dr.  H.  could  not 
see  his  hand  held  up  before  him,  the  patient  was  able  to  distinguish  the 
objects  around  him,  even  the  figures  in  the  carpet.    He  was,  at  length, 
persuaded  to  submit  to  an  examination  of  his  eyes,  which  he  bore  with 
great  fortitude.    Dr.  Hays  found  scarcely  a  trace  of  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  or  of  any  other  apparent  disease.    The  stomach  of  the  patient  was 
somewhat  deranged.  This  being  remedied  without  relief  to  the  photophobia, 
the  Dr.  was  induced  to  seek  for  some  other  source  of  irritation,  and,  after 
reflection,  he  was  induced  to  suspect  that  the  teeth,  several  of  which 
were  defective,  but  not  painful,  might  be  the  source  of  the  evil.    At  his 
suggestion  a  couple  were  extracted,  but  without  causing  any  diminution 
of  the  intolerance  of  light.    After  some  eight  or  ten  days,  Dr.  H.  exam- 
ined the  patient's  mouth  himself,  and  upon  striking  one  of  the  lateral  upper 
incisors  nearest  to  the  eye  most  affected,  with  a  key,  the  patient  winced 
as  from  pain,  and  stated  that  he  had  often  experienced  a  disagreeable 
sensation  to  proceed  from  that  tooth.    The  tooth  was  extracted  ;  with 
the  loss  of  the  tooth  a  most  disagreeable  gnawing  or  pinching  sensa  tion  at 
the  back  of  the  eye,  which  had  previously  tormented  him,  ceased.  At 
the  root  of  the  tooth  there  was  found  a  large  abscess,  while  the  perioste- 
um of  the  alveola  was  thickened.    From  this  time  the  morbid  sensibility 
of  the  eyes  rapidly  diminished,  and  the  patient  was  soon  after  sufficiently 
recovered  to  return  home  and  resume  his  duties  as  Cashier  of  the  Bank. 
When  Dr.  Hays  last  heard  from  him,  which  was  last  summer,  after  an 
interval  of  nearly  six  years,  he  was  perfectly  well,  having  had  no  return 
of  the  photophobia. 
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Medical  School,  and  with  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  has  resigned  his 
professorship.  The  correspondence,  which  gives  certainty  to  this  an- 
nouncement, is  copied  below.  It  is  honorable  to  the  parties — showing,  as 
it  does,  to  an  eminent  degree,  feelings  of  mutual  kindness,  respect  and 
friendship.  In  the  meridian  of  professional  life  and  distinguished 
surgical  reputation,  Dr.  Hayward  relinquishes  a  position  of  commanding 
influence,  willing  that  others  should  have  an  opportunity  to  rise  by  their 
efforts,  and  carry  on  the  great  labor  of  surgical  instruction.  Those  who 
have  been  educated  under  his  watchful  eye,  will  cherish  a  remembrance 
of  Dr.  Hayward's  indefatigable  exertions  to  teach  them  the  true  principles 
of  operative  surgery  ;  and  the  great  public  at  large  is  indebted  to  him,  in 
connection  with  his  associates,  far  beyond  its  conception,  for  the  vigilance 
and  care  with  which  these  teachers  have  prepared  a  multitude  of  adroit, 
skilful  operators,  now  scattered  over  the  country,  in  whose  hands  are  liable 
to  be  entrusted  the  lives  of  thousands.  May  his  days,  relieved  from  so  large 
a  portion  of  labor  and  care,  pass  peacefully  on,  devoted,  as  they  will  still 
be,  from  habit  and  principle,  to  ameliorating  the  sufferings  of  humanity, 
to  literature  and  social  intercourse.  The  following  are  the  documents 
alluded  to, 

11  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  March  \0th,  1S49. 
"  My  Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter,  signifying  your  resigna- 
tion of  the  Professorship  of  Surgery  in  the  University.    I  will  lay  it  before 
the  Corporation  at  their  next  stated  meeting,  on  the  last  Saturday  in 
March. 

"  Permit  me  to  express  my  regret,  that  you  should  find  your  engage- 
ments such,  as  to  require  you  to  resign  a  place,  which  you  have  long  filled 
with  so  much  honor  to  yourself  and  advantage  to  the  public. 

"  Accept  the  assurance,  my  dear  Sir,  of  the  sincere  respect  and  regard 
of  your  friend  and  obedient  servant,  .Tared  Sparks. 

"  George  Hayward,  M.D." 

"Boston,  March  28,  1S49. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Your  colleagues  have  learned,  with  much  regret,  your  de- 
termination to  relinquish  the  office  of  Professor  of  Surgery.  Had  not  the 
manner  in  which  this  determination  was  announced  satisfied  them  that 
the  attempt  would  have  been  useless,  they  would  have  desired  to  per- 
suade you  to  continue  still  longer  the  connection  which  has  so  much 
promoted  the  interests  of  the  School.  They  are  not,  however,  willing  that 
it  should  cease  without  an  expression,  on  their  part,  of  the  sense  they  en- 
tertain of  the  services  you  have  rendered  to  the  School,  not  only  as  a  most 
acceptable  and  useful  instructer,  but  also  by  your  zeal  for  its  general  inte- 
rests, your  efficient  influence  in  the  management  of  its  affairs,  and  your 
liberality  in  contributing  to  its  means  of  instruction.  Hoping  that  the  la- 
bors so  long  and  faithfully  performed,  and  the  associations  to  which  they 
led,  may  be  remembered  as  agreeably  by  yourself  as  they  are  gratefully 
by  us,  we  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  friends, 

Walter  Channing, 
Jacob  Bigelow, 
J.  W.  Webster, 
John  Ware, 
J.  B.  S.  Jackson, 
Oliver  W,  Holmes,'1 
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"  At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  President  and  Felloios  of  Harvard  College,  in 
Boston,  March  31,  1849. 

"  The  President  laid  before  the  Corporation  a  communication  from  Dr. 
Hay  ward,  resigning  his  Professorship — whereupon  it  was 

"  Voted,  That  in  accepting  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Hayward  as  Professor 
of  Surgery,  this  Board  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  important  services  render- 
ed to  the  University  by  him,  and  hold  in  grateful  recollection  the  success- 
ful exertions  and  liberal  benefactions  made  by  him  to  raise  the  character 
and  promote  the  interests  of  the  Medical  School. 

"  A  true  copy.       Attest,  James  Walker,  Sec'ry." 


McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — Among  the  many  institutions  for  alle- 
viating the  unhappy  condition  of  the  insane,  the  McLean  Asylum,  Somer- 
ville,  Mass.,  although  not  the  ancestral  one  of  America,  is  deservedly 
placed  in  the  highest  rank.  Age,  the  wealth  it  controls  for  carrying  out 
most  liberally  every  scheme  of  benevolence  that  may  be  suggested  for 
bettering  the  condition  of  the  patients,  and,  finally,  the  character  of  the 
men  who  have  raised  its  reputation  to  a  proud  eminence,  give  a  special 
interest  to  the  transactions  of  the  Asylum.  Dr.  Bell  has  an  original  method 
of  showing  his  opinion  of  the  proper  method  of  making  up  the  annual  reports 
of  these  hospitals  in  bold,  yet  refined  language.  "  The  novelty  of  the 
circumstances  and  results  which  a  few  years  since  gave  an  interest  to  the 
annual  reports  of  hospitals  for  the  insane,  in  a  country  where  they  had  just 
begun  to  be  introduced,  has  passed  away.  The  public  taste,  then  experi- 
encing a  mixed  and  questionable  gratification  from  the  detail  of  the  wild 
and  wonderful,  ever  easily  to  be  pictured  out  in  glaring  colors,  from  the 
materials  at  hand  in  any  household  of  the  insane,  would  now  revolt  from  a 
popular  demonstration  of  what  are  strictly  professional  topics.  It  is  then 
the  happiest  year  for  an  asylum,  not  coveting  the  distinction  of  having  the 
interior  and  private  life  of  its  inmates  exhibited  to  the  world,  however  in- 
teresting or  exciting  may  be  the  developments  of  the  human  mind  in  ruins 
or  disorder,  when  it  has  the  least  to  say  of  its  annual  history  of  events." 
Dr.  Bell  understands  the  machinery  of  a  mad  house,  and  what  is  proper 
to  make  known,  and  what  withhold  from  the  public.  At  the  date  of  the 
last  report,  143  patients  were  under  treatment  ;  and  during  1S48,  153  were 
admitted — giving  a  total  of  316.  Within  the  same  period,  loo  were  dis- 
missed, leaving  161  in  the  Asylum.  Recoveries,  82  ;  much  improved,  14  ; 
improved,  7  ;  not  improved,  25.  Deaths,  23.  From  1837  to  1848,  1696 
were  admitted,  1607  discharged,  1S4  died,  535  were  much  improved,  and 
884  recovered. 

Throughout,  Dr.  Bell's  report  is  a  model  one— being  concise,  clear,  and 
free  from  phantasmagoric  exhibitions. 


Dr.  Van  Dyke's  Valedictory. — This  closing  discourse  to  the  graduates  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  is  in  keeping  with  a  series  of  the 
same  admirable  lectures,  on  similar  occasions,  the  present  season.  Dr. 
Van  Dyke  holds  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  This 
production  shows  that  he  is  no  drone  in  the  hive  of  science;  on  the  con- 
trary, with  an  ardor  that  never  tires,  with  a  buoyant  hope,  he  exhibits  a 
chart  of  duties,  and  shows  how  they  are  to  be  fulfilled,  and  the  certainty  of 
the  reward  that  follows  well-doing. 
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Brown's  Practical  Chemistry. — It  so  happens  that  a  good  book,  like  some 
great  men,  are  overlooked  on  account  of  a  modest,  unpretending  exterior. 
"An  introduction  to  Practical  Chemistry,  including  Analysis,  by  John 
E.  Brown,  Demonstrator  of  Chemistry  in  King's  College,  London,"  is  a 
point  in  case. 

Mr.  Brown's  plan  is  to  teach  the  student  those  processes  employed  in 
analysis.  If  there  is  any  thing  difficult  in  the  science  of  chemistry,  it  is' 
the  commencement.  With  this  volume  before  him,  the  inquirer  into  na- 
ture's secrets  has  in  the  first  chapter,  pneumatic  chemistry  ;  second,  distilla- 
tion ;  third,  glass-working  ;  fourth,  experiments  with  the  blow-pipe  ;  fifth, 
specific  gravity  ;  sixth,  healing  substances  in  gases  ;  seventh,  alkalimetry 
and  acidimptry.  In  Part  II.,  metals,  inorganic  ncids,  organic  acids.  The 
3d,  4th  and  5th  parts  are  rich.  Lastly,  comes  an  Appendix  that  would  be 
very  popular  with  most  manipulating  chemists,  were  it  given  in  a  work"  by 
itself.  As  a  whole,  those  best  acquainted  with  the  science  of  which  the 
book  treats,  will  probably  concur  in  opinion,  that  it  has  strong  claims  upon 
those  who  cultivate  chemistry  methodically  and  with  a  determination  to 
comprehend  its  laws. 


Wheat  Grits. — A  synopsis  of  Dr.  Warren's  arguments  in  favor  of  cracked 
wheat  for  obviating  one  of  the  maladies  peculiar  to  refined  society,  viz., 
dyspepsia,  which  appeared  in  this  Journal  several  weeks  since,  has  been 
extensively  copied  into  the  papers  of  the  day,  and  diffused  over  the  land. 
It  may  be  that  it  has  turned  the  attention  of  flour  manufacturers  to  the 
matter  of  preparing  the  grits  more  econcmically,  that  all  persons  suffering 
from  indigestion  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  this  new  remedy. 
Messrs.  S.  and  S.  Jackson  &  Co.,  No.  22  Long  Wharf,  have  the  agency 
for  the  sale  of  an  excellent  article,  put  up  in  small  packages  and  boxes. 
Second-hand  dealers,  grocers,  and  especially  families,  will  be  sure  of  hav- 
ing the  very  best  kind  of  prepared  wheat,  by  sending  to  that  store.  Phy- 
sicians in  the  country  may  confer  a  favor  on  their  patients  by  disseminating 
this  information. 


Dr.  Sinilie's  Seton  Needle. — Below  is  a  drawing  of  a  seton  needle,  in- 
vented in  1S44  by  E.  R.  Smilie,  now  extensively  used  in  hospital  and 
general  surgical  practice. 


The  following  is  the  original  description  : — It  is  like  the  old  instrument 
at  the  point,  but  has  an  eye.  for  carrying  the  tape  towards  the  point,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  usual,  at  the  stump  extremity.  Ii  has  a  handle,  by 
which  the  lancet-shaped  blade  is  forced  through,  the  skin — and  the  thread 
being  taken  hold  of  by  the  fingers,  the  needle  is  withdrawn.  We  invite 
for  it  the  inspection  of  the  profession. 
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Medical  Miscellany.-— At  the  recent  termination  of  (he  lecture 
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Buffalo  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity. — As  its  title  imports,  this 
hospital  is  placed  under  the  executive  management  of  the  Sisters  of  Cha- 
rity. The  sister  superior,  or,  as  she  is  called,  the  sister  servant,  has  the 
direction  of  the  interior  affairs  of  the  Institution.  Associated  with  her,  for 
ministration  to  the  necessities  and  comfort  of  the  sick,  are,  at  present,  four 
sisters  of  the  order.  The  fact  that  the  services  of  these  intelligent,  edu- 
cated, and  pious  sisters  are  bestowed  without  compensation,  conduces 
greatly  to  the  economy  of  the  Institution  ;  but  aside  from  this,  the  same 
capabilities  and  fidelity  could  not  be  purchased  by  any  pecuniary  conside- 
ration. No  salary,  however  great,  could  afford  a  substitute  for  motives 
derived  from  the  religious  obligations  which  actuate  these  devoted  females 
to  consecrate  their  lives  to  the  offices  of  charity.  The  general  affairs  of 
the  hospital,  exclusive  of  the  interior  details,  are  under  the  control  of  a 
board  of  directors,  acting  in  con  junction  with  the  Bishop  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  the  diocess  of  Buffalo.  By  the  philanthropic  efforts 
of  the  latter,  the  Institution  has  been  created.  It  is  a  Catholic  Institution, 
in  the  denominational  sense  of  that  term  ;  but  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  Ca- 
tholic in  a  broader  sense  than  when  the  term  is  applied  to  designate  a  par- 
ticular denomination  of  Christians.  It  is,  in  other  words,  in  no  manner 
exclusive.  It  extends  relief  to  the  sick  of  all  creeds,  and  of  no  creed,  mak- 
ing no  discrimination  on  the  score  of  religious,  or  non-religious  professions. 
Patients  are  always  at  liberty  to  elect  their  own  spiritual  counsellors,  and 
every  facility  is  afforded  for  the  gratification  of  their  wishes  in  this  respect. 
We  can  testify  to  a  degree  of  delicacy  and  unobtrusiveness  in  this  particu- 
lar, which  should  satisfy  the  most  fastidious,  if  not  the  most  uncharitable. 
Funeral  services,  in  cases  of  deaths,  are  also  performed  by  clergymen  of 
any,  and  all  denominations. 

Medical  and  surgical  services  are  furnished  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  are  gratuitously  rendered. 

Clinical  instruction,  as  one  of  the  beneficent  purposes  of  public  institu- 
tions of  this  character,  not  least  in  importance,  enters  into  the  enlightened 
policy  with  which  this  hospital  is  conducted.  Students  in  attendance  at 
the  Medical  College  are  permitted  to  visit  the  wards  in  company  with  the 
attending  surgeon  and  physician  at  stated  periods,  on  payment  of  a  small 
fee,  for  the  benefit  of  the  hospital.  Clinical  lectures  at  the  bedside,  how- 
ever, are  not  permitted,  and,  as  we  think,  with  great  propriety.  To  com- 
ment at  length  on  the  diagnosis,  pathology,  prognosis,  etc.,  of  cases,  in  the 
hearing  of  the  patient,  is  a  custom  which  is  revolting  to  humanity,  and 
should  always,  in  our  humble  opinion,  be  interdicted. 

This  Institution  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  August, 
1848.  Up  to  the  22d  of  August,  two  patients  only  had  been  received. 
Inclusive  of  these,  from  the  22d  August  to  the  21st  February,  1849  (inclu- 
sive), the  number  of  patients  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

Of  the  whole  number,  sixty-one  were  charity  patients.  For  sixty,  com- 
pensation was  received,  generally  at  the  minimum  rates  prescribed  by  the 
regulations  of  the  Hospital. 

Nativity. — Americans,  37;  Irish,  43;  Germans,  19;  Canadians,  3; 
English,  2;  Scotch,  1  ;  French,  1  ;  Unknown.  13. — Total,  121. 

Results. — Recovered,  60;  improved,  26;  not  improved,  1;  absconded, 
1;  died,  15;  remaining,  18. 

The  Directors  are  grateful  to  Providence,  and  to  a  charitable  public,  for 
having  been  enabled,  thus  far,  to  carry  on  an  Institution,  which,  although 
yet  in  its  infancy,  they  have  reason  to  believe  has  saved  the  lives  of  many. 
— Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  A  DISSERTATION  ON  THE  THEORY  OF  CHOLERA 
— ASIATICA  EPIDEMICA. 

Read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  by  John  Dawson,  M.D.,  Member 
of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  "Northern  Medical  Association, 
and  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

I. — We  come  now  to  a  consideration  of  the  cause  of  cholera. 

( a)  The  efficient  cause,  or  promoter  of  this  disease,  we  conceive 
to  be  purely  atmospherical,  aerial,  or  gaseous.  "  The  air,"  it  has  been 
very  appropriately  and  philosophically  expressed,  "  is  a  very  heteroge- 
neous mixture,  being  rilled  with  vapors  of  all  kinds."  The  experiments 
hitherto  made  to  detect  the  presence  of  any  new  combination  of  particles, 
or  extraneous  matters,  in  the  air,  supposed  to  be  impregnated  with  some 
deleterious  agent,  have  been  wholly  unsatisfactory.  Shall  we  thence 
conclude  that  anything  of  this  nature  is  improbable  ?  Because  the  eye 
of  an  investigator  does  not  now  see  it,  or  appreciate  it.  therefore  is  it  im- 
possible and  utterly  denied  ?  As  well,  perhaps,  might  we  dispute  the 
existence  of  a  spirit  in  man,  because  we  cannot  clearly  distinguish  it. 

(b)  Speculations  have  already  been  advanced  by  medical  men  in 
India  and  in  Europe,  to  the  effect  that  it  is  attributable  to  a  deficiency 
of  oxygen  and  an  increase  of  nitrogen  and  carbonic  acid.  It  may,  or  it 
may  not,  be  so.  But,  admitting  to  some  extent  the  correctness  of  this 
supposition,  the  greater  probability  in  our  estimation  is,  that  there  is  a 
peculiar,  special  or  extraordinary  arrangement  of  aeriform  fluids,  effected 
by  laws  governing  chemical,  electrical  and  magnetical  action  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  whereby  a  new  mixture  is  introduced,  or  produced,  within 
a  given  space,  in  remote  tropical  regions  of  Asia.  These  agencies  are 
constantly  operating  in  the  great  laboratory  of  the  atmosphere,  and  are 
doubtless  influenced  by  the  opposite  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  by  dry- 
ness and  moisture,  by  the  ordinary  elasticity  and  compressibility  of  gases, 
by  molecular  forces  and  affinities,  acting  and  re-acting  between  the  simple 
elementary  particles  themselves. 

(c )  Now,  the  question  arises,  is  there  any  potency  or  power  in  these 
causes  or  agencies,  so  to  affect  the  constituents  of  the  air  as  to  alter  or 
change  them  in  any  degree  ? 

(d)  Experimental  chemists  usually  put  down  results  ascertained  in 
the  laboratory.    But  the  room  of  an  investigator,  and  a  position  five, 
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six  or  ten  miles  above  the  surface  of  the  earth,  are  very  dissimilar  in 
character,  which  may  so  modify  results  as  to  sanction  some  difference  on 
that  account.  A  chemical  result  derived  in  one  place,  by  agencies  which 
may  be  appreciated  by  the  senses,  or  tests  that  are  employed,  may  be 
entirely  different  under  another  class  of  circumstances,  which  cannot  be 
exactly  known.  Farther,  all  the  exciting,  disturbing,  or  deranging  in- 
fluences are  not  and  cannot  be  precisely  identical  in  the  two  situations. 
The  most  virulent  poisons,  when  analyzed,  are  found  to  be  identical  in 
their  elementary  components  and  equivalents,  with  some  of  the  most 
cherished  nutritious  articles  in  common  use.  In  this  case,  the  molecular 
arrangement  between  the  particles  composing  the  masses,  being  different, 
constitutes  the  wide  dissimilarity  in  their  inherent  virtues  and  effects. 

(e)  With  this  distinction  understood,  we  can  trace  more  clearly  the 
action  of  electricity  on  simple  gaseous  substances,  so  as  to  produce  new 
combinations  or  arrangements  between  them.  The  decomposition  of 
water  can,  of  course,  be  effected  by  this  agency,  whereby  that  useful 
compound  is  dissolved  into  its  two  primary  gaseous  forms.  Certain 
bodies  embraced  in  the  organic  as  well  as  the  inorganic  divisions  of  na- 
ture, may  be  made  to  exhibit  the  phenomena  of  magnetism  by  the  influ- 
ence of  electrical  currents.  We  mean  by  this  observation,  that  the 
operations  of  electricity  and  magnetism  are  precisely  identical  in  some 
respects.  These  are  established  facts  according  to  the  present  received 
systems  of  the  electrical  and  electro-magnetical  sciences. 

Recognizing  then  the  air,  as  we  find  it,  to  be  a  compound  of  definite 
proportions  or  equivalents,  of  boundless  atoms,  consisting  of  nitrogen, 
oxygen,  carbonic  acid,  and  other  principles,  or  elementary  constituents, 
occasionally  existing  in  it  to  a  limited  extent  (as  for  instance,  one  of  the 
components  of  water,  viz.,  hydrogen  found  in  vapors,  a  trace  of  free  am- 
monia, which  could  readily  be  formed  by  the  union  of  nitrogen  and  hy- 
drogen), we  have  the  subtle  forces  of  electricity  and  electro-magnetism, 
and  the  inherent  chemical  powers  of  gaseous  substances,  to  effect,  by  an 
active  conjunction  of  atoms,  any  specific  change  to  a  circumscribed  limit, 
in  the  ordinary  physical  arrangement  of  the  atmosphere.  This  altera- 
tion may  and  does  take  place,  we  believe,  and  the  result  is  the  elimina- 
tion of  an  indefinite  amount,  or  bulk,  of  a  pernicious  gaseous  matter, 
which  is  inimical,  under  certain  favoring  conditions,  to  human  life. 
Having  thus  been  generated,  we  suppose  it  to  possess  qualities  or  pro- 
perties of  inherent  molecular  affinity  or  attraction,  somewhat,  perhaps, 
of  an  electro-magnetic  character,  precluding  its  ready  or  easy  admixture 
with  the  surrounding  volume  of  atmosphere  pressing  against  it.  This 
poisoned  air  then  travels  in  veins,  layers  or  strata,  to  use  a  geological 
term — moving  at  a  fixed  rate,  or  remaining  stationary  for  a  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  varying  state  of  the  air,  to  the  velocity  or  comparative  rest 
of  the  exterior  currents,  but  not  susceptible  of  commingling  or  readily 
mixing  with  them,  though  capable  of  division  into  lesser  portions,  and 

that  these  a£crlomerate  masses  move  nearer  or  farther  from  the  earth's 

.... 
surface,  in  proportion  to  the  existing  density  or  rarity  of  the  superincum- 
bent innoxious  air. 

II. — Might  we  not  here  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  if  watery  vapors 
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can  be  carried  through  the  air  from  one  distant  point  to  another,  as  in 
the  instance  of  incipient  showers  of  rain,  or  the  elements  of  water  drawn 
up  from  the  ocean  to  a  cloud,  by  the  visible  phenomenon  of  a  water 
spout,  and  conveyed  away  to  a  distance,  why  is  it,  it  may  be  inquired, 
either  improbable,  or  impossible,  that  any  analogous  aerial,  or  peculiar 
gaseous  compound,  should  not  also  be  transmitted  along  the  same  com- 
paratively unobstructed  highway  ?  On  these  grounds,  therefore,  we  in- 
fer, that  its  movements  are  similar  to  those  of  clouds,  containing  the 
elementary  constituents  of  water,  which  float  through  the  air,  while  por- 
tions may  occasionally  be  thrown  down,  or  precipitated,  but  not  absorbed 
by  the  ground,  as  in  the  case  of  water. 

III.  — In  short,  it  is  neither  unphilosophical  nor  irrational  to  conjecture 
that  the  injurious  compound  of  gaseous  matter,  which  occasions  the 
disease,  prepared  or  separated  from  the  elementary  bodies  previously 
described,  proceeds  in  its  peregrinations,  as  an  invisible  cholera  cloud,  after 
the  similitude  of  veins,  or  layers,  here  resting  on  the  bosom  of  the  earth, 
and  there  rising  upwards,  as  the  exterior  currents,  or  volumes  of  atmos- 
pherical air — their  weight,  pressure  or  force,  being  duly  considered — 
iavor  its  course  in  one  or  the  other  direction.  And  in  its  progress,  or 
transit  from  country  to  country,  it  is  probably  split  up,  divided  and  sub- 
divided by  means  of  mountains,  lofty  hills  or  forests,  or  other  obstructions, 
which  it  might  perchance  encounter.  Ultimately,  the  "  cholera  cloud  " 
(a  name  we  have  given  it  for  want  of  a  better)  and  its  several  fragments 
get  decomposed,  neutralized,  or  lost,  so  to  speak,  at  particular  spots  as 
yet  undetermined,  by  the  surrounding  particles  of  pure  air,  when  favora- 
bly arranged,  and  sufficiently  concentrated  within  a  given  space,  for  the 
accomplishment  of  that  specific  change.  After  the  fashion  in  which  it 
was  originally  generated,  electrical  action,  besides  some  influences  per- 
taining to  sudden,  excessive  and  violent  atmospherical  changes,  as 
heavy  rains,  storms,  &lc,  doubtless  aid  in  this  purifying  process  and 
result. 

IV.  — Considering  the  fickleness  hitherto  observed  in  the  movements 
and  manner  of  development  of  the  disease,  by  its  suddenly  breaking  out 
in  one  place,  and  not  in  another;  by  its  presenting  itself  in  one  spot, 
subsiding  altogether  and  then  returning  ;  by  its  passing  one  particular 
town,  city  or  village,  or  series  of  them,  and  appearing  in  others,  which 
might  seem  to  be  out  of  its  ordinary  or  expected  track,  we  believe  some 
hypothesis  like  that  adopted  in  this  theory,  would  alone  account  for  all 
the  irregularities  indicated. 

V.  — With  one  general  remark  respecting  the  peculiarities  of  the  at- 
mosphere, we  will  quit  this  section  of  our  subject.  The  most  indifferent 
spectator  must  feel  convinced  of  the  fact,  by  one  moment's  reflection, 
that  certain  atmospherical  phenomena  are  among  the  most  striking  and 
vivid  of  nature's  operations  and  works.  Who,  that  looks  abroad  on  a 
summer's  day,  on  the  beautiful  blue  arch  of  heaven,  adorned  with  its  sil- 
very hues,  and  radiant  with  glittering  sunbeams,  and  then  suddenly  be- 
holds the  whole  scene  changed  into  one  that  is  dark,  yet  magnificent  with 
stormy  splendor,  and  does  not  realize  that  those  elementary  things,  which 
are  in  commotion  before  him,  and  which,  in  some  respects,  he  sees,  he 
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hears  and  feels,  are  capable  of  assuming,  under  the  force  possibly  of  irregu- 
lar laws,  in  remote,  unwholesome  regions  of  the  air,  forms,  shapes  and 
character,  that  might  palsy  his  heart's  blood,  and  destroy  his  being  ? 
He  scans,  with  thoughtful  eye,  the  massy  clouds,  now  spreading  their 
vapory  wings  both  far  and  high,  forbidding  oft  even  the  very  entrance 
of  a  ray  of  light.  They  are  black  and  charged  with  an  imponderable 
element.  Presently  he  sees  the  flashing  fires  of  electricity,  and  hears  its 
thundering  peals,  and  yet,  perhaps,  the  custom  is  to  say,  it  were  a  thing 
incredible,  that  out  of  that  boundless  store  of  varied  atoms,  an  arrange- 
ment, combination,  modification,  or  change  could  take  place,  whereby 
there  was  produced  a  given  volume  of  an  injurious  mixture,  possessing  a 
deadly  power  over  the  human  system,  and  working  death  to  millions  of 
mankind  !    It  is  no  fiction.    The  picture  is  true  to  life  ! 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  last  volume  of  your  Journal,  Dr.  George  O.  Jarvis  has  de- 
tailed an  account  of  an  operation  performed  by  him  with  his  "  adjuster," 
so  called,  followed  by  remarks,  in  which  he  attempts  to  make  it  appear 
that  his  principle  of  operating  is  new,  an  invention  of  his  own,  never 
known  or  used  before  his  time  ;  and  that  his  machine  is  the  only  means 
now  in  existence  proper  to  be  used  in  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  dis- 
locations. I  have  also  read  in  several  former  numbers  of  the  Journal 
various  notices  of  this  apparatus,  some  having  Dr.  Jarvis's  proper  sig- 
nature, and  others  without  it,  of  which  he  might  or  might  not  be  the 
author  ;  all  tending  to  extol  the  proprietor  and  recommend  the  machine 
as  a  sine  qua  non'm  the  proper  treatment  of  fractures  and  dislocations. 
The  "  adjuster  "  has  been  advertised  for  several  years,  and  I  believe  great 
numbers  have  been  sold,  and  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  anything  in 
your  pages  calling  in  question  the  merits  which  its  proprietor  claims  for 
it.  In  the.  last  number  of  the  Journal  it  is  stated  that  George  Kellogg, 
Esq.,  of  Derby,  Conn.,  has  compiled  a  treatise  illustrating  the  benefits 
of  Dr.  Jarvis's  surgical  adjuster. 

I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr.  Jarvis,  nor  do  1  know  what 
reputation  his  apparatus  may  sustain  abroad ;  but  for  myself  I  am  not 
ready  to  believe  that  it  exhibits  the  discovery  or  application  of  any  new 
principle,  or  that  it  is  the  only  or  even  the  best  means  proper  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  dislocations.  Ample  time  has 
been  allowed  for  its  trial  ;  and  if  it  is  all  that  the  proprietor  represents 
it  to  be,  its  merits  ought  by  this  time  to  be  so  well  known  as  to  render 
further  puffs-  unnecessary.  The  subject  is  certainly  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  deserve  investigation  ;  and  if  this  contrivance  is  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  profession,  let  it  be  acknowledged — if  not,  let  it  be 
known. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  inquire  what  philosophical  or  mechanical 
principle  has  been  for  the  first  time  applied  in  the  use  of  this  machine. 
Extension  and  counter-extension  have  always  been  the  principal  means 
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employed  in  the  reduction  of  dislocations.  When  the  contraction  of  the 
muscles  which  confine  the  limb  in  its  abnormal  situation  has  been  over- 
come by  these  means,  the  proximal  extremity  of  the  dislocated  bone  is 
moved  laterally  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  allow  the  muscles,  when 
the  traction  is  discontinued,  to  carry  the  bone  back  to  its  normal  situa- 
tion. Various  appliances  have  been  employed  by  different  individuals, 
at  different  times  ;  muscular  force  and  every  mechanical  power  has  been 
tried,  all  for  the  same  purpose,  and  upon  the  very  same  principle.  But 
Dr.  Jarvis  tells  us  that  his  machine  enables  the  muscles  to  assist  in  the 
reduction.  Have  not  the  muscles  always  assisted  in  restoring  the  limb  to 
its  normal  position,  when  extension  and  counter-extension  have  been 
made  by  other  means  ?  What  but  the  action  of  the  muscles  ever  forces 
the  dislocated  head  of  a  bone  back  to  its  socket  ?  But  Dr.  Jarvis  tells 
us  that  his  machine  acts  upon  true  philosophical  principles,  by  applying 
the  force  in  the  line  of  the  axis  of  the  limb.  So  do  various  other 
means  ;  and  if  some  do  not  act  precisely  in  the  line  of  the  axis  of  the 
dislocated  portion  of  a  limb,  it  may  be  sufficiently  near  for  any  practical 
purpose  ;  and  indeed  there  are  very  many  instances  in  which  such  an 
application  of  power  would  be  injurious.  The  head  of  a  dislocated 
bone  may  be  entangled  in  ligaments  and  muscles,  from  which  it  must 
be  disengaged  by  other  means  ;  and  besides,  the  line  of  the  axis  of  the 
dislocated  portion  of  a  limb  is  not  always  parallel  with  the  axis  of  the 
muscles  whose  contraction  is  to  be  overcome.  But  if  it  were  necessary 
that  the  force  applied  should  always  operate  in  the  exact  line  of  the 
shaft  of  the  bone,  Jarvis's  one-machine  for  all  sorts  of  dislocations  and 
fractures,  in  subjects  of  all  ages  and  sizes,  will  not  accomplish  the  object. 
In  the  reduction  of  fractures  and  dislocations,  that  method  is  best 
which  requires  the  least  use  of  force  ;  and  for  this  purpose  different 
cases  often  require  different  means.  It  is  acknowledged  that  his  ma- 
chine will  enable  a  single  individual  to  use  immense  force  of  extension 
and  counter-extension,  and  some  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  its  value 
was  in  proportion  to  its  power.  This  might  be  true  of  a  machine  for 
raising  rocks,  but  is  not  true  in  this  case.  It.is  not  so  much  an  increase 
of  power  that  is  wanted  in  this  department  of  surgery,  as  a  knowledge 
of  the  best  means  to  dispense  with  its  use.  Irreparable  mischief  has 
often  been  done  by  the  application  of  too  great  force  in  attempts  at  re- 
duction ;  anatomical  cabinets  abound  with  many  sad  examples  of  this 
kind.  The  shoulder  had  better  remain  dislocated,  and  allowed  to  ac- 
commodate itself  to  its  new  position,  by  which  it  will  in  time  acquire  a 
tolerable  degree  of  usefulness,  than  to  be  reduced  by  a  force  that  lace- 
rates its  ligaments,  paralyzes  its  muscles,  and  renders  the  limb  ever 
afterwards  powerless.  From  these  considerations  the  most  skilful  sur- 
geons have  ever  been  cautious  and  sparing  in  the  use  of  force ;  and 
therefore  bleeding,  warm  baths  and  nausea  have  long  been  in  use  to  pro- 
duce relaxation,  and  render  the  least  possible  force  necessary — and  now 
ether  and  chloroform  are  employed  for  the  same  purpose.  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  whose  experience  in  this  department  of  surgery  has  never  been 
surpassed,  always  had  recourse  to  more  or  less  of  these  means  in  every 
difficult  dislocation.    Universal  experience  confirms  the  wisdom  of  this 
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practice,  and  shows  that  all  recent  dislocations  may  by  such  means  be 
generally  reduced  without  difficulty. 

In  dislocations  of  the  shoulder,  Dr.  Jarvis  seems  to  suppose  that  the 
capsular  ligament  is  ruptured  longitudinally,  and  'that  the  head  of  the 
humerus  passes  through  the  slit,  which  soon  closes  up  and  shuts  the  head 
of  the  bone  out  of  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  hinders  a  reduction  by  ordi- 
nary means  ;  and  that  by  the  use  of  his  apparatus,  the  muscles  of  the 
arm  are  made  to  drive  the  head  of  the  bone  back  again.  Another  longi- 
tudinal slit  is  made,  and  "  all  is  right."  This  specious  hypothesis  is  un- 
true in  fact,  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences.  The  anatomy  of  the 
part,  as  well  as  post-mortem  examinations,  show  that  such  is  not  the  case, 
and  that  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  not  likely  thus  to  suffer  occlusion. 
The  capsular  ligament  is  more  likely  to  be  torn  from  its  attachments 
than  separated  in  its  centre ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  the  head  of  the  hu- 
merus should  by  such  means  be  entirely  shut  out  from  its  cavity — and 
even  if  such  a  case  should  occur,  nothing  but  dissection  could  show  it, 
and  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  blunt  head  of  that 
bone  could  by  such  means  be  made  to  pierce  the  ligament,  to  use  the 
language  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  "  as  an  arrow  does  a  board."  If  the  ligament 
intervened  between  the  head  of  the  humerus  and  the  glenoid  cavity,  it 
would  be  pressed  against  a  surface  but  slightly  concave  ;  the  scapula  being 
loose  would  recede  from  the  force  of  the  blow,  and  the  ligament  being 
elastic  would  yield  to  the  pressure,  without  the  possibility  of  a  longitu- 
dinal division.  There  is  no  doubt  but  by  long-continued  and  violent  ex- 
tension, and  by  using  the  arm  as  a  lever,  the  ligament  may  be  torn  from 
its  attachments,  and  by  such  means  the  head  of  the  bone,  being  thus 
set  at  liberty,  might  be  carried  into  or  near  its  normal  situation.  But 
all  experience  proves  that  a  permanent  dislocation  is  preferable  to  the 
risk  of  such  an  operation. 

Dr.  Jarvis  is  the  patentee  proprietor,  and  claims  to  be  the  inventor, 
of  this  instrument,  which  he  has  named  "  adjuster."  Now  let  me  ask 
what  p;irt  of  this  apparatus  has  he  a  right  to  claim  as  his  original  in- 
vention ?  Not  the  double-inclined  plane,  certainly,  because  this  has  been 
in  general  use  for  a  long  time.  The  fracture  shoe  is  also  an  old  affair, 
and  not  really  worth  more  than  any  other  old  shoe,  unless  a  pair  of  them 
might  be  needed  for  some  masquerade  ball.  But  the  rack-bar  and 
pinion  wheel  seem  to  be  the  grand  arcana,  the  body  and  soul  of  the 
whole  apparatus  ;  and  these  were  invented  and  used  by  M.  Belloq  in 
France  more  than  a  century  ago  !  It  may  be  that  the  rack  and  pinion 
of  Belloq  were  not  so  nicely  wrought,  so  finely  polished,  or  so  judiciously 
applied  ;  but  the  principle  upon  which  they  operated  was  the  same.  It 
is  possible  that  some  of  the  forks,  perhaps  that  for  the  elbow,  may  be 
original  ;  for  I  presume  that  nobody  ever  saw  anything  exactly  like  it 
before. 

I  do  not  say  that  this  apparatus  is  worth  nothing  at  all ;  but  I  do  say 
that  very  little  if  any  part  of  it  is  the  original  invention  of  Dr.  Jarvis, 
and  that  it  is  not  by  any  means  indispensable  in  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures and  dislocations.  What  if  he  has  succeeded  in  reducing  disloca- 
tions which  had  resisted  some  other  means  in  the  hands  of  some  other 
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men  ?  This  is  no  just  argument  against  all  other  means  and  all  other 
men  ;  for  other  men  and  other  means  not  employed  might  have  suc- 
ceeded as  well  or  better. 

One  great  reason  why  attempts  to  reduce  grave  luxations  so  often  fail, 
is  because  the  force  is  too  rashly  applied,  and  too  soon  abandoned.  Dr. 
Jarvis  applies  the  force  gradually  and  steadily  for  a  long  time  ;  muscu- 
lar contractions  and  tendinous  rigidity  are  slowly  overcome,  but  they 
yield  by  degrees  to  continued  force,  and  at  length  the  object  is  attained. 
And  this  patient,  determined  perseverance,  is  the  secret  of  his  success, 
especially  in  old  cases.  In  the  getting  up  and  distribution  of  this  appa- 
ratus, Dr.  Jarvis  has  shown  a  laudable  perseverance.  The  Adjuster 
seems  to  have  been  his  "  one  idea."  With  it  he  has  traversed  the 
globe,  and  exhibited  this  specimen  of  yankee  ingenuity  to  the  savans 
of  Europe,  who  no  doubt  regarded  it  as  a  curiosity ;  but  I  think  he  is 
much  mistaken  if  he  regards  English  urbanity  and  French  courtesy  as 
so  many  evidences  in  favor  of  his  machine.  I  am  aware  that  he  ex- 
hibits a  proud  array  of  splendid  testimonials,  and  that  he  received  a 
gold  medal  from  the  hand  of  Prince  Albert.  Yet,  after  all,  1  am  obliged 
to  regard  this  patented  one-remedy  for  fractures  and  dislocations  of  all 
kinds,  as  belonging  to  the  great  family  of  yankee  humbugs,  which  has 
now  become  very  large.  I  entertain  a  strong  aversion  to  whatever  is  pa- 
tented in  medicine,  whether  therapeutical  or  surgical,  and  1  am  confident 
that  in  many  instances  the  principal  value  of  the  article  consists  in  the 
fact  that  it  is  patented. 

Although  the  members  of  our  profession  are  generally  pretty  well 
supplied  with  the  adjuster,  yet,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  is  but  little  used 
in  hospital  or  private  practice.  Many  a  purchaser  would  be  glad  to  dis- 
pose of  it  at  a  large  discount,  and  for  various  reasons  1  am  satisfied  that 
it  can  never  go  into  extensive  use.  Many  a  young  graduate,  fascinated 
with  the  exhibition  of  so  much  polished  machinery,  so  nicely  packed 
in  its  mahogany  box,  and  enchanted  by  the  gorgeous  catalogue  of  high 
testimonials,  collected  by  the  proprietor,  has  been  led  to  suppose  that  his 
very  first  object,  after  paying  for  his  diploma,  should  be  to  purchase  Dr. 
Jarvis's  Surgical  Adjuster ;  thinking,  perhaps,  that  the  possession  of  this 
would  contribute  to  his  reputation  as  a  surgeon,  about  as  much  as  a  tour 
to  Europe.  It  is  time,  I  think,  that  this  mistake  was  corrected,  and  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  who  are  the  principal  purchasers, 
and  who  are  often  illy  able  to  pay  this  tax,  should  be  informed  that 
they  may,  without  disparagement  to  themselves  or  injustice  to  their  pa- 
tients, wholly  dispense  with  this  apparatus. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  asked,  what  other  means  shall  be  employed  ?  I 
am  not  now  giving  a  lecture  upon  the  treatment  of  fractures  and  disloca- 
tions, nor  shall  I  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  different  methods.  Some  diversity  of  treatment  is  observed 
in  hospital  and  private  practice,  and  eminent  operators  are  often  partial 
to  their  own  peculiar  means.  The  January  number  of  the  London  Lan- 
cet, which  is  certainly  very  high  authority,  contains  engravings  showing 
that  the  methods  now  employed  there  in  dislocations  of  the  hip  and 
shoulder,  are,  with  slight  variations,  the  same  that  were  used  by  Sir 
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Astley  Cooper,  recommended  by  Fergusson  and  others,  and  now  in  gene- 
ral use  throughout  Great  Britain,  France  and  America.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  means,  the  surgeon  may  see,  on  the  counter  at  Mr.  Bur- 
nett's, 33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  an  apparatus  similar  to  one  that  I  have 
used  for  many  years,  which  I  think  has  all  the  advantages  that  belong 
to  the  adjuster,  whilst  it  is  much  more  simple,  lighter  and  cheaper,  is 
less  liable  to  injury  from  use,  and  can  be  worn  if  necessary  with  less 
inconvenience.  As  this  instrument  is  offered  freely  for  public  inspection, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  describe  it,  nor  shall  I  have  the  arrogance 
to  assert  that  this  is  better  than  anything  else.  Physicians  and  surgeons 
can  examine  it  for  themselves,  and  judge  of  it  as  they  think  proper.  I 
will  only  say  that  such  is  the  apparatus  which  I  have  used  for  many 
years,  and  always  to  my  entire  satisfaction  ;  it  can  be  adapted  to  a  great 
variety  of  cases,  and  is,  I  think,  worth  much  more  than  Jarvis's  adjuster, 
although  it  will  not  cost  much  more  than  one  quarter  the  price  demand- 
ed for  his.  It  is  not  and  will  not  be  patented.  Jf  the  plan  is  worth 
anything,  it  is  free  to  all  who  may  see  fit  to  use  it.  The  specimen  seen 
at  Mr.  Burnett's  was  manufactured  by  Mr.  George  B.  Foster,  of  this 
place,  who  will  furnish  others,  if  required,  at  a  reasonable  price  ;  or 
any  surgeon  can  employ  his  own  favorite  machinist.  It  can  be  used 
by  any  competent  surgeon,  without  a  volume  of  lectures  and  directions, 
and  it  will  not  be  found  necessary  to  use  two  instruments  at  the  same 
time,  as  Dr.  Jarvis  recommends  in  dislocations  of  the  elbow. 

Taunton,  March,  1849.  Dan  King. 


A  RFPORT  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  AND  EXAMINATIONS  OF  FOUR 
SAMPLES  OF  SARSAPARILLA. 

MADE  BY  REQUEST  OF  MESSRS.  EDWARD  BRINLEY  &  CO..  BOSTON. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  samples,  which  were  the  subjects  of  experiment,  were  purchased  by 
myself  from  Messrs.  Carleton  h  Hovey,  of  Lowell,  and  are  such  as  are  sold 
by  the  most  respectable  apothecaries.  They  are  compounds  of  medicinal 
roots  and  barks,  with  sweet  syrups,  alcohol  and  volatile  oils.  Strictly, 
their  relative  values  are  respectively  as  the  quantity  of  extract  of  sarsapa- 
rilla in  each  sample  ;  but  as  compound  medicines,  they  may  have  curative 
powers,  not  dependent  on  the  presence  of  sarsaparilla.  In  the  experi- 
ments, no  exact  weight  of  sarsaparilla  could  be  separated,  but  an  approxi- 
mative result  was  obtained  by  using  equal  weights  of  the  dry  extract 
from  each,  and  relying  on  only  one  character  of  sarsaparilla. 

1st.  Sands' s  Sarsaparilla,  prepared  and  sold  by  A.  B.  h  D.  Sands, 
New  York. 

A  clear  light-brown  fluid,  having  the  odor  of  winter  green  ;  an  aro- 
matic, with  bitter  taste.  33  ounces  were  contained  in  each  bottle.  The 
fluid  has  a  sp.  gr.  compared  with  water  of  1.1014.  In  100  parts  of 
the  fluid,  35^;  of  solid  matter  dried  at  180°  F.,  existed.  From  100 
parts  of  the  fluid  16^  of  absolute  alcohol,  or  about  35  per  cent,  of 
proof  spirit,  were  obtained.    The  dried  extract  contained  no  metallic 
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compound,  but  consisted  mostly  of  sweet  syrup,  extracts  of  bitter  and 
aromatic  substances,  with  sarsaparilla.  The  preparation  has,  in  some 
respects,  the  character  of  a  tincture,  as  water  does  not  give  a  clear  fluid 
with  its  extract. 

2d.  Old  Dr.  Townsend's  Compound  Syrup  of  Sarsaparilla,  New 
York. 

This  was  a  clear  dark-brown  syrup,  having  a  sp.  gravity  of  1.095. 
Odor  of  winter  green,  and  a  taste  of  aromatics,  with  slightly  bitter  sub- 
stances. About  30  oz.  are  contained  in  each  bottle.  100  parts  contain 
35  parts  of  extract  dried  at  180°  F.,  and  this  consists  of  sugar,  syrup,  ex- 
tract of  roots  or  barks,  and  probably  senna,  with  sarsaparilla.  100  parts 
afforded  8^  pure  alcohol,  or  about  18  of  proof  spirit.  No  metallic 
compounds  could  be  detected. 

3d.  Dr.  Townsend's  Sarsaparilla,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  nearly  black  bot- 
tles. This  syrup,  when  received,  exhibited  a  slight  degree  of  fermenta- 
tion. Placed  in  a  warm  stove  at  90°  F.,  it  fermented  ;  the  alcohol  and 
molasses  passed  into  acetic  acid,  or  vinegar.  It  was  a  turbid,  dark-brown 
fluid,  with  odor  of  winter  green.  Its  taste  sweet,  with  a  slight  earthy 
impression.  Each  bottle  contains  30  oz.  of  the  fluid.  100  parts  of  the 
fluid  afford  23 /0  parts  of  extract,  dried  at  ISO0  F.  This  extract  is 
composed  of  molasses,  extract  of  roots,  or  barks,  and  probably  senna 
with  sarsaparilla.  The  proportion  of  molasses  is  large,  and  no  sugar 
could  be  detected.  Excepting  this  variation,  the  general  properties  were 
those  of  No.  2.  100  parts  afforded  lliparts  pure  alcohol,  or  about 
25  parts  of  proof  spirit. 

4th.  Corbet? s  Shakers'  Compound  Concentrated  Syrup  of  Sar- 
saparilla. 

The  samples  were  a  clear  brown  syrup,  having  the  odor  of  mixed  oils 
of  sassafras  and  winter  green  ;  taste  sweet,  with  the  acrid  and  bitter  of 
sarsaparilla.  The  fluid  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  1.1968.  12  oz.  were  contained 
in  each  bottle.  100  parts  afforded  about  5  of  pure  alcohol,  or  11  per 
cent  of  proof  spirit.  100  parts  were  reduced  to  55  parts,  dried  at  180° 
F.  This  extract  was  quite  compound  in  composition,  and  afforded  sugar, 
extracts  of  roots  or  barks,  iodide  of  potassium  and  compounds  of  mag- 
nesia, sassafras  and  sarsaparilla.  The  odor  denoted  that  the  ingredients 
had  been  used  from  a  fresh,  or  well-preserved  state.  No  metallic  taint, 
or  compound,  existed  in  it.  At  my  request,  the  formula  for  this  prepa- 
ration was  placed  in  my  hands,  and  with  this  for  a  guide,  it  was  easy  to 
learn  that  a  strict  adherence  to  its  terms  had  been  complied  with  by  the 
proprietor  ;  indeed,  few  preparations  of  a  compound  character  exist, 
where  so  much  skill  and  knowledge  are  shown  in  the  selection  of  the . 
substances  and  mode  of  combining  them. 

The  study  of  the  medicinal  effects  of  all  these  compound  solutions 
containing  sarsaparilla,  belongs  to  the  practitioner  ;  and  in  this  instance 
every  facility  has  been  offered  to  some  of  our  most  accurate  observers, 
and  on  their  high  estimate  of  its  value,  1  am  disposed  to  rely. 

I  have  alluded  to  one  mode  of  approximating  to  the  relative  propor- 
tions of  sarsaparilla,  in  the  different  compounds  compared.    By  this  I 
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find  equal  weights  of  the  dried  extracts,  from  the  above-named  prepara- 
tions, to  afford  indications  thus  : — 

Corbett's  80. 

Sands's  62. 

Old  Dr.  Townsend's       -  50. 
Dr.  Townsend's        -  44. 
I  give  these  as  the  only  determinations  I  have  been  able  to  make,  and 
they  may  not  prove  to  be  strictly  accurate.  Respectfully, 

8th  March,  1849.  Aug.  A.  Hayes,  State  Assayer. 


TREATMENT  OF  MALARIOUS   DISEASES  AT  THE  WEST. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical  Journal.— Continued  from  p.  164.] 

Pip erin e  has  been  a  favorite  with  a  few  physicians  ;  but  it  is  only  adapt- 
ed to  some  forms  of  interniittents,  and  is  very  uncertain  in  its  curative 
properties.  As  an  adjuvant  in  the  latter  stages  of  fever,  where  great 
torpor  of  the  circulation  prevails,  it  may  be  a  good  addition  to  a  prescrip- 
tion, but  can  never  hold  any  rank  at  all  with  quinine  in  the  essential 
qualities  of  a  febrifuge. 

Salacine  has  been  quite  extensively  tried  ;  but  its  uncertainty  and  the 
large  doses  required,  place  it  much  lower  in  the  scale  of  remedies  now 
than  its  advocates  had  any  conception  of  when  it  was  first  introduced 
into  practice.  On  the  score  of  economy,  it  is  not  likely  to  supersede 
quinine,  if  it  were  as  efficacious  a  remedy.  Salacine  will  figure  most,  I 
apprehend,  in  adulterating  quinine  ;  and  western  physicians  may  thank 
their  fortune,  and  western  patients  too,  for  that  matter,  if  no  worse 
substance  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

Strychnine  has  within  a  few  years  been  employed  in  the  West,  in  the 
treatment  of  intermittent  fever.  But  the  opinions  regarding  its  use  are 
quite  contradictory  ;  some  having  great  confidence,  and  are  generally 
successful,  if  we  are  to  credit  their  reports,  while  quite  the  reverse  is  the 
testimony  of  others.  One  thing  is  quite  certain — it  is  too  dangerous  a 
medicine  for  every-day  use,  and  if  it  does  not  kill  some  patients  outright, 
it  may  produce  effects  far  worse  than  the  disease  for  which  it  is  given. 

Arsenic  has  been  quite  extensively  employed,  from  time,  to  time,  es- 
pecially when  it  was  difficult  to  procure  quinine  ;  but  it  only  answers  in 
a  limited  range  of  treatment,  and  is  admissible  only  in  the  intermittent 
form  of  malarious  diseases.  In  some  cases  of  neuralgia,  or  headache 
of  a  malarious  origin,  it  has  been  found  serviceable;  but  its  long-con- 
tinued employment  is  apt  to  derange  the  digestive  organs,  and  induce 
dropsy  and  cachexia.  And  in  the  hands  of  a  rash  practitioner,  it  may 
make  a  most  unpleasant  and  even  a  fatal  dose. 

These  are  the  principal  and  most  common  articles  prescribed  in  the 
West  for  *  fevers.  But  as  they  are  continually  relapsing,  after  being 
broken  up,  it  is  quite  advisable  that  some  medicine  shall  be  fixed  upon, 
not  only  to  arrest  the  fever,  but  to  prevent  a  return.  1  have  already  men- 
tioned the  method  of  giving  quinia  at  stated  periods  after  its  first  exhibi- 
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tion,  but  it  will  not  always  prevent  its  return.  Some  medical  men  pre- 
fer Peruvian  bark,  either  in  powder,  decoction  or  tincture  ;  while  others 
prefer  the  extract  of  cinchona.  It  is  found,  on  experience,  that  the 
bark,  in  substance  or  extract,  is  a  far  better  tonic  than  quinine,  and 
therefore  better  to  brace  the  system  against  relapses  ;  while  it  is  far  in- 
ferior to  quinine  in  arresting  the  fever. 

From  the  universal  prevalence  of  fever  throughout  the  West,  physi- 
cians there  become  very  skilful  in  its  treatment  ;  and  it  is  a  most  fortu- 
nate thing  that  this  is  the  case — for  should  the  fevers  be  as  protracted* 
and  tedious  as  are  some  of  the  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers  of  the  East, 
there  would  not  be  medical  men  enough  to  attend  to  a  tithe  of  the 
cases  which  happen  almost  annually  throughout  the  broad  West.  One 
physician  informed  me  that  he  saw  and  prescribed  for  6500  patients 
with  fever  in  one  year,  and  that  in  a  country  practice  in  a  circle  of  30 
miles,  and  three  fourths  of  the  cases  occurred  within  the  months  of  Au- 
gust, September  and  October — the  visits  averaging  one  and  a  half  to  each 
patient.  In  this  time  he  dealt  out  to  these  patients  150  ounces  of  sul- 
phate of  quinine,  at  a  cost  of  $375,00,  or  at  the  rate  of  $2,50  per 
ounce.  But  this  was  nearly  the  whole  cost,  or  at  least  was  a  great  pro- 
portion. The  next  most  expensive  article  was  morphine,  which  amount- 
ed to  24  drachms,  or  three  ounces,  at  $'3,75  the  ounce,  amounting  to 
$10,75.  The  next  on  the  list  was  extract  of  Peruvian  bark,  at  50 
cents  the  ounce,  10  ounces — $5,00.  Salacine,  four  ounces,  at  $1,50 
per  ounce — $6,00.  Pipeline,  two  ounces,  at  $1,50.  Turkey  rhubarb, 
two  pounds,  $2,50,  or  $  1,25  per  pound.  Aloes  succotine  one  pound, 
ipecac,  one  and  a  half  pound,  calomel  one  quarter  of  a  pound,  blue 
mass  one  and  a  half  pound.  A  few  other  unimportant  articles  made  up 
the  medicines  used  in  the  treatment  of  these  6500  cases  of  fever.  A 
country  practice  at  the  West  is  entirely  different  from  one  at  the  East, 
for  the  physician  is  expected  to  furnish  all  the  medicines  which  he  pre- 
scribes for  his  patient,  even  to  the  castor  oil  and  Epsom  salts,  and  must 
carry  it  with  him  ready  to  dispense  at  once.  In  the  cities  and  large  vil- 
lages this  practice,  of  course,  is  not  in  vogue.  The  small  quantity  of 
calomel  on  the  above  list  will  strike  many  with  astonishment,  especially 
those  who  have  considered  western  physicians  as  particularly  expert  in 
its  prescription.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the  small  quan- 
tity used  in  this  particular  instance  is  by  any  means  the  ordinary  quan- 
tity in  such  cases.  There  are  those  who  yet  use  this  article  very  freely, 
too  much  so  for  their  patients'  good,  no  doubt.  But  still  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  its  use  is  much  less  now  than  it  was  a  few  years  since,  and 
restricted  to  a  rational  and  better-understood  pathology.  And  what  is 
strange,  yet  perfectly  consistent  with  quackery,  those  who  clamor  the 
most  loudly  against  its  employment,  probably  deal  out  the  most,  but  do  it 
in  disguise.  These  empirics  have  the  greatest  number  of  sloughino-  gums, 
cheeks  and  lips,  all  the  while  protesting  against  the  use  of  calomel.  What 
I  assert  can  be  most  amply  proved  by  the  testimony  of  great  numbers  of 
the  most  respectable  witnesses. 

Cathartics  of  any  description  are  more  seldom  employed  by  the  judi- 
cious and  educated  physician  than  formerly.    They  are  restricted  to 
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those  cases  where  costiveness,  or  an  over-loaded  stomach  and  bowels,  im- 
periously demand  their  administration,  and  are  not  used  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  something.    Most  of  the  physicians  who  are  celebrated 
in  the  treatment  of  malarious  complaints,  are  careful  to  preserve  the 
mucous  membranes  of  the  alimentary  canal  intact ;   for  experience 
teaches  that  those  cases  which  are  not  broken  up  by  quinine  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  fever,  owe  their  continuance,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  to 
an  acute,  sub-acute  or  chronic  form  of  gastro-enteritis,  and  brought  on 
probably  by  injudicious  emesis  or  catharsis,  or  both.    Emetics  are  as  per- 
nicious as  cathartics,  especially  when  lobelia  or  tartrate  of  antimony  is  em- 
ployed, and  cases  of  their  use  are  too  numerous  to  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  the  public,  who  estimate  correctly  their  true  value.    I  am  not  con- 
demning emetics  or  cathartics  in  total,  in  malarious  fevers  ;  but  the  cases 
are  extremely  rare  where  they  do  good,  and  generally  they  do  decided 
harm.    Tartrate  of  antimony  should  never  be  used  as  an  emetic,  or 
even  in  small  doses,  where  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  are  inflamed.    But  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  there  is  a 
class  of  practitioners  who  not  only  use  tartrate  of  antimony,  as  an  emetic 
in  fever,  but  also  combine  it  with  some  cathartic  medicine,  as  aloes, 
jalap,  calomel,  &c,  making  the  most  villainous,  death-dealing  compound 
which  ingenuity  can  devise.    Of  all  the  medicines  which  the  physician 
uses,  the  most  pernicious  is  probably  that  once  popular  compound,  calo- 
mel and  jalap.    It  seems  strange  that  in  these  days,  with  the  light  of  pa- 
thology strongly  shining  on  us,  a  living  specimen  of  this  barbarous  prac- 
tice can  be  found  in  the  land.    Yet  it  is  nevertheless  true,  and  their 
number  is  quite  too  many.    I  know  of  but  one  or  two  instances  where 
this  composition  is  used  with  any  show  of  plausibility,  and  that  is  in 
some  forms  of  dropsy — anasarca,  for  instance — and  perhaps  some  cases 
of  ascites.    But  its  use  in  fever,  or  to  relieve  a  foul  stomach,  though  it 
may  operate  to  our  heart's  content,  is  anything  but  judicious.  True, 
patients  live  through  it,  and  may  even  get  relief  when  oppressed  with 
bile  or  foul  substances  in  the  prima  viae  ;  but  wo  unto  him  if  the  mu- 
cous membranes  are  in  an  irritable  and  inflamed  state,  for  it  cannot  fail 
of  aggravating  the  disease.    With  all  due  deference  to  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  1  must  be  permitted  to  give  it  as  my  humble  opi- 
nion that  the  ten  grains  of  calomel  and  fifteen  of  jalap  have  done  infi- 
nitely more  harm  than  good,  not  to  mention  the  bloodletting  which  pre- 
ceded the  administration  of  his  favorite  compound.    Rush's  practice  was 
probably  successful  in  the  day  when  he  used  it ;  but  I  question  whether 
it  was  more  so  than  Wistar's  and  Physick's  who  pursued  a  far  different, 
and  in  my  opinion  more  judicious  practice.    Contemporary  practitioners 
give  VVistar,  Physick  and  others,  who  treated  fever  in  a  different  manner, 
an  amount  of  success  which  left  Rush  and  his  followers  far  in  the  rear. 
But  the  modesty  of  Wistar  and  his  advocates  was  as  admirable  a  trait 
in  their  characters  as  was  the  excellence  of  their  treatment ;  while  the 
loud  and  sounding  praises  of  Rush  and  his  followers  were  trumpeted  forth 
with  an  energy  only  equalled  by  the  activity  and  perseverance  of  their 
treatment.    If  men  had  simply  imitated  Rush,  and  had  applied  his  ge- 
nius and  his  discrimination  in  practice,  we  might  not  have  to  complain 
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of  so  many  failures  or  disasters  in  treating  fever  ;  but  the  fact  is,  a  man 
of  ardent  and  impetuous  temperament  sometimes  adopts  the  dogmas  of 
another,  who,  perhaps,  is  of  like  or  similar  disposition,  and  now  he  ap- 
plies his  whole  energies  to  his  doctrines  and  principles,  and  very  often, 
for  want  of  ballast  or  judgment,  will  go  far  beyond  the  most  liberal 
construction  of  his  prototype.  Many  a  physician  has  out-Rushed  Rush 
himself  in  bloodletting  and  purgatives,  when  he  supposed  he  was  only 
imitating  his  beau  ideal  of  perfection  in  practice.  But  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  late  years,  I  am  convinced  that  our  brethren  in  the  West,  as  a 
general  thing,  treat  fever  most  judiciously,  and  that  the  charge  of  giving 
calomel  in  exorbitant  doses  and  without  sufficient  indications,  is  unfound- 
ed. In  truth,  I  believe  there  is  more  of  this  drug  given  at  the  East, 
comparatively  speaking.  The  use  of  cathartics  is  also  given  at  the  West 
with  a  more  enlightened  pathology,  and  with  a  discrimination  which 
did  not  mark  their  exhibition  a  few  years  ago.  The  caution  with  which 
most  physicians  use  tartrate  of  antimony,  argues  favorably  of  better  times 
to  come,  for  a  more  pernicious  article  can  scarcely  be  given  in  fever. 
And  yet  it  is  capable  of  being  made,  under  proper  restrictions,  a  very 
valuable  agent  in  certain  diseases. 

Bad  as  tartrate  of  antimony  is  in  fever,  there  is  one  article  in  use  at 
the  West,  which  is  worse,  if  possible,  than  antimony.  I  allude  to  lo- 
belia. But  its  use  is  confined  almost  wholly  to  empirics,  though  occa- 
sionally used  by  some  wiseacre  who  thinks  himself  capable  of  prescribing 
for  his  own  family.  Thomsonism  is  getting  out  of  date,  and  it  is  rare  to 
find  a  genuine  one  now-a-days.  And  as  it  regards  homoeopathy,  the 
West  is  a  field  where  it  can  never  reap  many  laurels.  The  rea- 
sons are  obvious  :  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  are  not  enough  purely 
imaginary,  to  be  cured  by  the  mere  shadow  of  nothing.  Such  practi- 
tioners may  pick  up  the  odds  and  ends  of  what  the  regular  physician  is 
abundantly  tired  of  prescribing  for  ;  but  they  will  be  compelled  to  emi- 
grate to  more  favored  climes,  unless  by  some  process  they  can  continue 
to  live  on  aliment  analogous  to  their  refined  and  attenuated  princi- 
ples. To  treat  successfully  the  diseases  of  the  West,  physicians  are 
compelled  to  employ  medicines  of  more  than  hypothetical  efficacy. 

There  is  one  class  of  affections  which  are  exceedingly  prevalent  in 
the  West,  and  that  is  diseases  of  females.  Leucorrhoea,  prolapsus  uteri 
and  abortion,  are  very  common.  Pregnant  females  are  more  liable  to 
miscarry  than  at  the  East.  Repeated  attacks  of  remittent  and  intermit- 
tent fever  predispose  the  women  to  part  with  the  contents  of  the  uterus; 
and  then  the  relaxation  which  follows,  predisposes  to  leucorrhoea,  which 
in  turn,  by  still  further  relaxing  the  parts,  brings  on  displacement  and  all 
its  concomitant  train  of  evils.  Consumption  is  getting  more  prevalent,  as 
the  country  grows  older.  It  was  formerly  quite  rare  for  a  person  to  die 
of  phthisis  pulmonalis  of  western  origin  ;  but  within  a  very  few  years 
this  disease  has  been  quite  prevalent,  and  is  steadily  on  the  increase. 

Respectfully  yours,    A.  B.  Shipman. 

Indiana  Med.  Coll.,  Laporte,  Jan.  30,  1849. 
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SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS. — NO.  IV. 

NATHANIEL    CHAPMAN,  M.D. 

[Concluded  from  page  219.] 


"  Souls,  truly  great,  dart  forward  on  the  wing 
Of  just  ambition,  to  the  grand  result." 
"  Our  hearts  ne'er  how  but  to  superior  worth  3 
Nor  ever  fail  of  their  allegiance  there." 
"  Each  man  makes  his  own  stature,  builds  himself." — Young. 


The  personal  appearance  of  Dr.  Chapman  is  peculiar,  and  would,  espe- 
cially in  conversation,  be  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  a  stranger. 
About  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  high,  with  a  well-proportioned  per- 
son ;  his  head,  in  walking,  erect,  and  since  he  hurt  his  elbow  joint  by  a 
fall,  a  few  years  ago,  his  left  arm  bent ;  walking  with  a  short,  meditative 
step  ;  dressed  in  black  cloth  generally,  with  a  white  cravat  and  a  face 
sadly  marked  by  wrinkles  ;  an  eye  restless  as  the  lightning's  flash,  under 
a  beetling  brow  of  peculiar  construction.  The  internal  angle  of  the  lat- 
ter rises  and  falls,  particularly  when  about  to  say  some  witty  thing,  to  a 
surprising  extent.  His  hair  is  now  becoming  quite  gray,  is  worn  short, 
and  forms  a  small  bunch  in  the  middle  of  a  high  and  noble  forehead. 
Phrenologically,  his  approbativeness  is  larger  than  his  self-esteem,  his 
firmness  quite  prominent,  while  his  reverence  and  mirthfulness,  the  latter 
peculiarly  so,  are  well  developed.  His  broad  brow,  and  length  of  line 
from  this  to  the  ear,  indicate  large  perceptive  faculties.  Of  his  reflective 
organs,  comparison  is  much  the  larger.  Ideality  and  imitation  are  full. 
But  why  dwell  on  what  thousands  all  over  our  country  are  so  familiar 
with  ?  The  back  of  his  neck  is  broad  and  erect.  His  mouth  is  large, 
and  his  teeth  have  now  decayed  away  so  much,  that  the  lips  and  cheeks 
begin  to  fall  in. 

In  conversation,  he  is  affable,  polite,  and  the  polished  Virginia  gentle- 
man of  the  old  school.  He  evidently  retains  a  strong  affection  for  his 
native  State.  His  family  is  Scotch,  and  hence,  perhaps,  those  traits  of 
decision  and  shrewdness  which  are  common  to  him,  with  others  of  our 
Philadelphia  physicians  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  their  pro- 
fession. Almost  any  market  day,  Professor  C.  may  be  seen  going  seri- 
ously down  through  the  market,  for  a  mile,  pricing  the  various  articles, 
and  joking  with  the  huckster-women.  His  strong  social  powers,  and  love 
of  mirth  and  humor,  induce  him,  at  least  twice  a  week,  to  take  this  tour. 
His  servant  drives  his  carriage  slowly  along  the  street,  keeping  his  eye 
upon  his  master,  and  collecting  the  marketing  as  it  is  purchased.  Many 
laughable  jokes  have  occurred  to  Dr.  C.  in  these  promenades.  To  the 
many  alumni  of  the  University,  I  need  only  refer  to  that  of  the  fowl ; 
by  which  one  of  the  doctor's  colleagues,  whose  moral  character  is  irre- 
proachable, was  for  a  time  in  a  very  doubtful  position.  In  consultation 
with  a  physician  one  day,  in  a  case  where  a  lady  was  very  ill,  every 
thing  had  been  done  that  could  be  done,  almost,  but  she  had  still  become 
worse.  The  Doctor,  not  knowing  exactly  what  to  do,  walking  hastily 
up  and  down  the  room  for  a  few  minutes,  then  taking  out  his  snuff-box, 
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rapping  it,  and  taking  a  pinch  of  snuff  in  his  peculiar  way,  he  stood  by 
the  bed-side,  and  in  a  quick,  sharp  tone  of  voice  said,  "  Madam  !  do  you 
like  buttermilk  ?"  The  lady  replied,  in  a  weak  voice,  that  she  was  not 
averse  to  buttermilk.  "  Then,"  said  he,  "  drink  buttermilk — drink  but- 
termilk, and  you  will  soon  be  better;"  and  turning  upon  his  heel,  took 
the  other  doctor  by  the  arm  and  walked  out  of  the  house.  Happily,  the 
buttermilk,  or  something  else — perhaps  the  vis  medicatrix  nature — soon 
restored  the  woman  to  health.  We  would  be  glad  to  add  many  other 
anecdotes,  puns,  he.  of  Dr.  C. ;  but  most  of  us  know  that  these  will  not 
bear  printing. 

When  Rush  left  the  stage  of  action,  and  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  mantle  of  popularity  fell  upon  Dr.  Physic  and  Dr.  Chapman. 
Dr.  Physic  has  passed  away,  and  Dr.  C.  has  heretofore  borne  it  alone. 
But  the  world  rolls  on  ;  even  he,  the  wit  among  the  wittiest,  the  urbane 
among  the  polite,  the  eloquent  among  the  eloquent,  and  the  great  medi- 
cal authority  of  Philadelphia,  is  passing  away.  Age,  although  it  has  not 
yet  dimmed  his  eye,  has  dampened  his  energies,  and  "  garrulous  old  age  " 
is  beginning  to  spread  its  lethic  mantle  over  his  body  and  mind  ;  and  ere 
long  the  following  lines  of  Burns  on  Mathew,  with  the  little  change 
made,  will  be  applicable  to  Professor  C. 

"  If  thou  at  friendship's  sacred  ca' 

Would  life  itself  resign,  man  ; 
Thy  sympathetic  tear  maun  fa", 

For  C  was  a  kind  man. 

"  If  thou  art  staunch  without  a  stain, 

Like  the  unchanging  blue,  man  5 
This  was  a  kinsman  o7  thy  ain, 

For  C  was  a  true  man. 

"  If  thou  hast  wit,  and  fun,  and  fire, 

And  ne'er  guid  wine  did  fear,  man  3 
This  was  thy  billie,  dam,  and  sire, 

For  C  was  a  queer  man/' 

Cato. 


PHYSICIANS— THEIR  PHILANTHROPY  AND  ITS  REWARD. 

FROM  AN  "ESSAY  ON  PHYSICIANS." 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  is  of  physicians  as  philanthropists,  I  would  now  speak.  There  is  no 
other  class  of  men  that  perform  so  many  deeds  of  mercy  and  beneficence, 
unstimulated  by  hope  of  reward.  Like  angel  visitants,  unseen  by  the 
world,  they  penetrate  the  dark  abodes  of  sin  and  suffering,  bringing  balm 
with  their  presence — the  balm  of  physical  relief  and  kindly  words. 
Without  money  or  price,  through  storm  and  darkness,  worn  by  fatigue 
and  anxiety,  with  no  eye  to  witness,  save  the  Great  Physician's,  they  go, 
on  errands  of  charity,  to  the  obscure  of  earth.  Compared  with  their's, 
what  is  the  benevolence  of  him  who  gives,  from  his  abundant  treasures, 
hundreds  and  thousands  to  some  praiseworthy  object  ?  "  He  opens  his 
hand,  and  they  are  satisfied."  But  for  this  wealthy  donor,  where  is  the 
toil,  anxiety  and  sacrifice  of  repose  and  quiet,  which  are  inseparable  from 
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the  physician's  charities  ?  And  where  is  the  generous  acknowledgment 
from  the  gratified  public  ?  The  good  name,  so  nobly  earned  by  both, 
why  shares  not  the  physician  equally  with  the  other  ?  Verily,  fame,  thou 
art  unjust.  Multitudes  have  passed  away,  and  multitudes  of  this  pro- 
fession still  remain,  who  are  as  genuine  philanthropists  as  was  Howard. 
Yet,  who  remembers  that  daily  these  are  abroad,  "  taking  the  gauge  and 
dimensions  of  misery,"  familiar  with  "  dungeons  and  hospitals,"  meeting 
disease  and  death  in  their  most  appalling  forms — who  knows  this,  and 
from  whose  hand  comes  their  reward  of  merit  ? 

Not  alone  in  such  acts,  is  the  benevolence  of  the  profession  demonstrat- 
ed. Not  a  few  have  devoted  time  and  talents,  from  early  manhood  to 
old  age,  halting  only  with  tottering  reason,  and  have  sacrificed  all  to  the 
investigation  of  causes  and  treatment  of  some  particular  malady  ;  but  the 
result  of  their  labors  is  appreciated  only  when  the  untiring  authors  are 
removed  far  from  human  commendation,  and  those  who  share  the  relief, 
know  not  to  whom  their  gratitude  belongs.  How  many  have  thus  labor- 
ed for  the  good  of  the  race  :  if  without  timely  praise,  not  without  some 
pure  enjoyment.  Aside  from  the  interest  of  the  subject,  there  is  a  plea- 
sure in  relieving  distress,  that  not  even  angels  may  know,  belonging  only 
to  those  who  have  earned  the  power ;  and  to  them  it  is  more  valuable 
than  fleeting  praise. 

Society  is  a  wonderful  paradox,  noted  for  contradictions  ;  while  pro- 
fessing to  reward  merit  in  every  condition,  to  seek  the  wisdom  of  the 
wisest  in  framing  acts  for  the  public  good,  it  is  strangely  blinded  to  the 
worth  of  individuals.  While  presumptive  insolence  and  pettifogging 
prevail  to  draw  masses  to  their  opinions,  and  through  them  obtain  promo- 
tion, how  many  physicians,  as  skilful  "  to  guide  the  State  "  as  in  healing, 
are  never  in  the  course  of  life  called  to  any  post  of  honor,  out  of  the  pale 
of  their  own  profession.  Physicians  are  men,  and  have  interests  in  com- 
mon with  others,  beyond  their  professional  relations.  And  though  ap- 
plause is  not  their  object  in  their  benevolent  acts,  it  is  an  invaluable  spur 
to  diligence,  to  which  few  are  insensible,  and  which  the  public  should 
freely,  yet  in  justice  bestow.  It.  will  not  be  denied  that  civic  honors  are 
bestowed  less  frequently  on  the  medical  profession  than  on  others  ;  in- 
deed, there  is  a  strange  inequality  in  the  allotments.  From  this  fact  it  is 
deduced,  that  if  the  professed  design  of  our  government  and  institutions 
is  honest,  in  honoring  those  to  whom  honor  is  due,  or  in  proportion  to  the 
good  done  the  community,  then  there  has  been  a  great  failure  in  discrimi- 
nation. We  can  account  for  this  fact  by  glancing  at  the  different  stand- 
ards of  merit.  At  the  present,  the  mania  is  for  elevating  those  who  have 
served  their  country  as  military  heroes,  or  men  of  words,  rather  than 
those  who  have  watched  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  the  quiet  walks 
of  life.  Again,  it  is  allowed  that  learning,  mental  discipline,  cool  judg- 
ment and  integrity  are  among  the  qualities  requisite  to  our  legislators  ; 
none  will  deny,  the  profession  in  question  can  furnish  at  least  as  many 
men  of  this  stamp  as  can  be  gleaned  from  military  ranks  or  any  other, 
since  the  daily  duties  of  physicians  demand  the  culture  and  exercise  of 
these  qualifications.    Let  society,  then,  look  on  its  physicians  more  in  the 
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light  of  public  benefactors,  and  permit  them  to  share  equally,  at  least,  its 
trust  and  honors  :  and  by  future  treatment  show  that  medicine  is  no  long- 
er regarded  as  the  "  ne  plus  ultra  "  of  a  physician's  knowledge  ;  or  its 
practice,  his  impassable  sphere.  Clio. 
Rockville,  Ct.,  April  14,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    APRIL  25,  1849. 


Delegates  to  the  Medical  Association. — As  requested  in  the  advertise- 
ment which  is  inserted  to-day,  delegates  are  urgently  requested  to  call  on 
the  committee  of  arrangements  and  record  their  names,  residences,  and 
lodgings  while  in  the  city,  immediately  on  their  arrival.  Such  a  course 
will  facilitate  business,  and  enable  friends  to  find  each  other  readily.  On 
no^account  should  it  be  neglected. 


Epidemic  Cholera. — Society  becomes  familiar  with  a  pestilence,  as  it 
does  with  moral  evils  which  cannot  be  wholly  overcome.  The  most  desolat- 
ing epidemics,  which  at  first  spread  consternation  through  the  land,  soon 
lose  some  of  their  terrors,  and  the  most  timid  people  become  so  familiar 
with  death,  as  to  neglect  precautionary  measures  perfectly  within  their 
control.  Cholera  has  been  ringing  in  the  ears  of  all  nations  till  a  degree  of 
indifference  now  characterizes  the  public  sentiment,  instead  of  the  fear  and 
trembling  which  at  one  time  were  impressed  on  every  countenance.  Fear- 
ful, indeed,  have  been  the  onward  marchings  of  that  mysterious  disease. 
No  specific  remedy  is  yet  placed  within  our  reach  ;  and  it  is  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  men  of  distinguished  attainments  in  medicine,  that  the  laws  by 
which  it  is  governed  are  now  no  better  understood  than  when  the  story 
of  its  desolations  in  Asia  was  first  promulgated.  Still,  out  of  the  vast  ac- 
cumulation of  treatises  that  have  been  written,  heralding  the  experience  of 
individuals,  the  theories  and  speculations  of  philosophers,  and  the  results  of 
medications  in  different  countries,  it  would  be  a  phenomenon  indeed  if  some- 
thing had  not  been  achieved  calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
victims,  and  raise  an  expectation  of  an  ultimate  triumph  of  science  over 
the  insidious  devastations  of  this  modern  plague. 

These  reflections  are  called  forth  by  an  examintion  of  a  small  but  sterl- 
ing essay  on  "Epidemic  Cholera,  its  history,  causes,  pathology  and  treat- 
ment, by  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence, at  Geneva  College  and  the  University  of  Buffalo."  When  the 
cholera  appeared  at  Montreal,  in  1831,  the  author,  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Health  of  Utica,  visited  that  city,  and  prepared  and  presented  an  ad- 
dress on  the  subject.  When  it  afterwards  existed  at  Albany  and  New 
York,  he  was  again  sent,  by  the  municipal  authorities,  to  investigate  its 
nature.  The  work,  therefore,  is  the  result  of  sytematic  inquiry,  and  is 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  faculty.  In  common  with  most  writers  on  the 
subject,  Dr.  Coventry  says  we  should  attend  to  the  first  premonitions  of 
the  disease.  At  that  time  it  is  cured  with  almost  certainty  ;  but  if  per- 
mitted to  go  until  the  vital  powers  are  paralyzed,  medicine  has  no  effect,  and 
is  useless." 
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Cincinnati  Commercial  Hospital. — The  following  note  was  received 
from  J.  R.  Buchanan,  M.D.,  one  of  the  professors  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute,  Cincinnati. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  statement  (March  28)  that  11  Students  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  sought  admission  to  the  Commercial  Hospital  of  Cincin- 
nati, upon  equal  terms  with  those  of  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  but  the 
Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  so  admitted,"  is  materially  incorrect. 

There  is  no  legal  restriction  upon  the  admission  of  medical  students  of 
any  school  to  the  Commercial  Hospital.  The  authorities  of  that  institu- 
tion have  heretofore  chosen  to  exercise  their  power ,in  admitting  the'  stu- 
dents of  one  school  only,  and  excluding  others  who  constitute  a  majority 
of  those  in  the  city.  This  inequality  the  Legislature  had  attempted  to 
remedy  by  a  statute  passed  in  1839,  which  gave  an  equal  right  of  admis- 
sion to  the  different  classes  of  students.  As  the  Trustees  refused  to  obey 
this  law,  and  admit  the  students  who  applied,  a  writ  of  mandamus  was 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  their  obedience.  In  the  trial  of  the 
case,  however,  a  new  construction  was  given  to  the  law  by  the  Judge,  con- 
trary to  the  general  opinion  of  both  the  legal  and  medical  professions.  By  this 
construction,  the  act  in  question  was  regarded  as  limited  in  its  operation  to  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  old  Cincinnati  College,  and  as  entirely  null  at 
the  present  time.  Hence  the  court  would  not  enforce  the  act,  but  left  the 
Trustees  to  exercise  their  own  discretion.  This  view  of  the  case  had  not 
even  been  alluded  to  by  the  learned  counsel  who  argued  the  matter  on  both 
sides,  and  caused  some  surprise  when  the  decision  was  given.  Hereafter, 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  this  system  of  favoritism  will  be  abolish- 
ed, and  all  students  admitted  upon  equal  terms  after  the  present  year. 

Cincinnati,  April  9,  1849.  J.  R.  B. 


Norfolk  County  Medical  Meeting. — The  convention  of  the  physicians 
of  Norfolk  County  met  at  Temperance  Hall  in  Dedbam.  Present,  Drs. 
Alden,  of  Randolph;  Storer,  Walpole ;  Cushing,  Dorchester ;  Bartlett, 
Roxbury ;  Gibbens,  Weymouth;  Woodward,  Quincy ;  Stimpson,  Ded- 
harn  ;  (Jotting,  Roxbury  ;  Ware,  Milton  ;  Dickerman,  Medfield  ;  Mann, 
Foxboro' ;  Winship,  Roxbury  ;  Faulkner,  do.  ;  Flint,  do.  ;  Wight.  Dedham  ; 
Miller,  Dorchester ;  Whitney,  Dedham;  J.  B.  Walker,  East  Stoughton; 
E.  Jarvis,  Dorchester.  The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Alden. 
Dr.  Alden  was  elected  President,  and  Dr.  Jarvis  Secretary.  Dr.  Alden 
then  proposed  the  question  of  forming  a  county  medical  society.  On  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  Bartlett,  of  Roxbury,  voted  tbat  a  committee  be  chosen  to  take 
into  consideration  the  expediency  of  forming  a  district  society  ;  also  to 
confer  with  the  Suffolk  District  Society  in  regard  to  the  union  of  the  phy- 
sicians of  Norfolk  with  the  Society  of  Suffolk,  and  to  report  at  a  future 
meeting,  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  by-laws.  Voted,  that  this  commit- 
tee consist  of  five,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Chair.  The  President  nominat- 
ed Drs.  Stimpson,  Bartlett,  Cotting,  Miller  and  Jarvis,  who  were  chosen. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Mann,  of  Dedham,  voted,  to  elect  a  committee  who 
shall  nominate  a  board  of  counsellors  to  be  elected  by  the  State  Society  at 
the  next  annual  meeting.  Drs.  Stimpson,  Cushing  and  Storer  were  elected. 
Dr.  Alden  retired,  and  Dr.  Stimpson  was  appointed  to  take  the  chair.  Dr. 
Stimpson  then  reported,  for  the  committee  of  nomination — Drs.  Storer; 
Appleton  Howe ;  Simeon  Tucker,  Stoughton  ;  Henry  Bartlett ;  Ebenezer 
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Woodward  ;  S.  Salisbury,  Med  way  ;  Jona.  Ware;  Edward  Jarvis  ;  D.  P. 
Wight,  Dedham.  Adjourned.        Edward  Jarvis,  Secretary. 


Vital  Dynamics. — Dr.  Dowler's  curious  and  instructive  researches  upon 
vital  dynamics  of  civil  government,  which  first  appeared  in  the  New  Or- 
leans Medical  Journal,  display  great  learning  and  patience.  Only  100 
copies  were  published  in  a  pamphlet  form.  Those  who  have  the  good  luck 
to  possess  one  should  keep  it  as  a  treasure,  for  it  will  by-and-by  be  valued 
far  beyond  its  present  worth,  highly  as  it  is  now  estimated. 


Paronychia. — In  the  Bulletin  de  l'Academie  de  Medecine  de  Belgique, 
1848,  there  is  a  suggestion  of  Dr.  Henroz,  concerning  the  means  of  di- 
minishing the  distressing,  throbbing  pain  of  this  affection.  He  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  trials  upon  himself,  in  annulling  the  pain  of  a  whitlow,  by  skil- 
fully compressing  the  brachial  artery  between  two  little  splints.  The  au- 
thor adds,  that  moderate  pressure  of  the  radial  artery  near  the  wrist  will 
suffice,  when  the  inflammation  has  attacked  either  the  thumb,  index  or  mid- 
dle finger;  whilst  compression  of  the  ulnar  will  allay  the  pain  in  the  ring 
and  little  fingers. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Twenty-one  students  of  medicine  took  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  the  spring- 
commencement  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine  ;  ad  eundem,  H.  L.  Bird,  M.D.,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  E.  R.  Smilie,  M.D.,  Boston.  Hon.  degrees  were  conferred  on  Dr.  W.  L.  Richard- 
son, of  Mass.,  Dr.  Ira  Warren,  of  do.,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Gaston,  of  Peun. — The  erection  of  a  hy- 
dropathic college  is  contemplated  in  the  city  of  New  York.  An  anti-tobacco  society,  recently  or- 
ganized, is  now  in  full  blast  in  the  same  city,  R.  T.  Trail,  M.D.,  being  president. — Dr.  W.  J. 
McKain,  of  Camden,  S.  C,  has  been  fighting  a  duel. — In  the  year  1848  there  were  3079  sick 
emigrants,  chiefly  Irish,  thrown  upon  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  which 
brought  them  ;  and  out  of  that  number,  1002  died.  Emigration,  and  consequently  sickness  on 
ship-board,  will  probably  increase  enormously  the  present  summer. — Daniel  Smith  is  President 
of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. — An  old  man  in  Havana,  120  years  old,  recently  ap- 
plied for  a  license  to  fish. — Dr.  Thomas  M.  Foote,  of  Buffalo,  has  the  offer  of  Charge  d'Affaires 
to  Bogota,  say  the  papers. — In  imitation  of  the  National  Medical  Association,  the  steamers,  lo- 
belia people,  and  all  anti-regulars,  propose  to  hold  a  gieat  national  convention  at  Cincinnati  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  July  next. — Mobile  papers  complain  of  the  unhealthy  state  of  that  city. — An 
Aberdeen  paper  states  that  whilst  the  prayer  book,  together  with  all  the  clothes  of  a  deceased 
cholera  patient,  were  carefully  burnt,  six£l  notes,  found  on  his  person,  were  religiously  preserv- 
ed, they  not  being  contagious  ! — Benjamin  Silliman,  Jr.,  of  New  Haven,  has  been  appointed  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Dr.  Yandell  to  the  Chair  of  Phy- 
siology and  Pathological  Anatomy. — J.  L.  Comstock,  M.D.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  the  author  of 
a  valuable  history  of  the  precious  metals. — Dr.  Harris's  great  dictionary  of  dental  science  has 
just  been  received  in  Boston. — The  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  has  purchased 
the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  old  frame  tenements  at  the  corner  of  Shields  court,  on  the  west 
side  of  Ninth  street,  below  Locust,  and  intend  immediately  erecting  upon  the  site  a  splendid  col- 
lege edifice. 


Married,— Geo.  B.  Twitchell,  M.D.,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  to  Miss  I.  E.  Thayer,  of  Boston. — 
John  H.  Robinson,  M.D.,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  to  Miss  M.  E.  Waite. 


Died, — At  Savannah,  Geo.,  by  suicide,  Dr.  William  Woodruff,  a  native  of  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
— At  Camargo,  Mexico,  of  cholera,  Dr.  F.  K.  Robertson,  of  Spencer,  Mass. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  April  21st,  109. — Males,  49 — females,  60. — ■ 
Of  consumption.  21 — infantile,  7 — measles,  17 — scarlet  fever,  10— lung  fever,  2 — brain  fever,  1 — 
accidental,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  4 — croup,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — marasmus,  1 — scrofula, 
1 — dysentery,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — convulsions,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — dropsy,  5 
— inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — teething,  3 — child-bed,  2 — old  age,  3 — inflammation  of  the  brain, 
1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  3 — influenza,  1 — inflammation  of  the  chest,  1 — 
suffocation,  2 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — puerperal  fever,  1 — cholera  morbus,  J — diabetes,  1. 

Under  5  years,  52 — between  5  and  20  years,  12 — between  20  and  40  years,  25 — between  40 
and  60  years,  12 — over  60  years,  8. 
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Cholera. — The  steamboats  ascending  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries 
are  infested  with  cholera.  Upon  nearly  all  that  have  arrived  at  Louisville 
from  New  Orleans  during  the  last  fortnight,  cases,  some  of  them  fatal,  are 
reported  to  have  occurred.  The  disease  is  prevalent  at  New  Orleans,  but 
not  to  an  extent  to  excite  any  alarm.  The  Nashville  papers  of  the  24th 
March,  mention  several  cases  of  the  epidemic  as  having  appeared  in  that 
city,  but  only  one  death  is  reported.  During  the  week  ending  the  19th  of 
March,  twenty-six  deaths  from  cholera  took  place  in  St.  Louis.  The  epi- 
demic has  made  its  appearance  at  the  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  from  the 
13th  to  the  19th  of  March,  twenty-seven  deaths  from  the  disease  occurred 
among  the  troops  stationed  there.  A  few  cases  have  originated  in  Louis- 
ville, and  some  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  the  disease  within  a  few 
days  ;  but  thus  far  it  has  not  manifested  an  epidemic  tendency,  unless  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  bowel  complaints  may  be  regarded  as  such.  These 
affections,  in  some  instances,  have  been  severe,  but  a  prompt  resort  to  reme- 
dies has  quickly  subdued  them. 

The  pestilence  has  lingered  long  about  Nashville  without  becoming  epi- 
demic, or  spreading  to  the  towns  or  country  around.  Dr.  Buchanan,  in  a 
letter  to  us,  dated  25th  February,  makes  the  following  interesting  state- 
ments respecting  the  disease. 

14  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  had  about  fifty  deaths  here  from  the 
cholera,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  cases,  the  large  proportion  of  which 
were  mild  at  the  commencement.  Indeed,  almost  every  case  gave  timely 
warning  by  some  premonitory  symptom,  which,  among  the  intelligent,  was 
properly  regarded  and  easily  removed;  but  among  the  indigent  and  igno- 
rant, often  ran  on  to  fatal  collapse  before  assistance  was  sought.  In  our 
practice  here,  we  have  found  that  opium  and  diffusible  stimuli  are  the  re- 
medies to  be  relied  on  to  avert  the  disease.  Given  in  time,  they  are  almost 
infallible;  at  least  they  have  proved  sounder  my  own  observation  ;  and 
the  success  attending  the  bold  administration  of  opium,  even  in  almost 
hopeless  cases,  has  been  far  beyond  my  expectation." — Western  Med.  Jour. 

A  Cause  of  Failure  in  the  Cure  of  Cataract. — Dr.  Martinez  mentions 
in  the  Annates  de  Ciruria  (a  Spanish  publication),  that  the  common  prac- 
tice of  enforcing  the  protracted  closure  of  the  eyes  after  the  above  opera- 
tion for  cataract  very  often  leads  to  failure.  He  thinks  that  tnis  measure 
prevents  the  escape  of  the  tears  and  other  liquids,  and  thus  brings  on  inflam- 
mation in  the  organ.  The  author  also  allows  his  patients  to  leave  their 
bed  a  week  after  the  operation,  and  directs  them  to  take  solid  food  the  very 
first  day. — London  Lancet. 

Preservation  of  Corpses  in  Siberia. — M.  Erman,  the  celebrated  geogra- 
pher and  traveller,  mentions,  that  whilst  he  was  at  Beresov,  the  body  of 
Prince  Menchikof,  prime  minister  to  Peter  the  Great,  was  exhumed,  after 
bein£  buried  for  the  space  of  ninety-two  years.  The  coffin  had  been  plac- 
ed in  the  frozen  ground,  and  the  former,  as  well  as  the  body,  were  found 
in  excellent  preservation.  The  shroud  in  which  the  Prince  was  wrapped, 
as  well  as  his  heart,  have  been  sent  to  his  family  as  relics  of  the  deceased, 
— Lond.  Lancet. 


New  Medical  Boohs  in  London. — An  Essay  on  Cerebral  Affections  oc- 
curring more  commonly  in  Infancy  and  Childhood.  By  Valentine  Duke, 
M.D. — Cholera  Gleanings,  a  Family  Handbook.    By  D.  J.  Gillkrest, 
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INTESTINAL  WORMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir; — I  did  intend  publishing  a  "  book  treating  of  verminous 
diseases,"  compiled  from  the  experience  and  writings  of  others,  with  my 
own  noted  observations,  in  this  connection,  for  some  years  ;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  my  name  to  the  long  list  of  contributors  to  that  atonic 
circulation  of  medical  literature,  in  the  form  of  little  books,  so  popular 
with  a  class,  but  to  bring  to  notice  the  frequent  errors  of  diagnosis  in  re- 
lation to  intestinal  worms,  their  signs  and  symptoms,  and,  also,  to  intro- 
duce, either  a  new,  or  a  forgotten  and  unrecorded,  old  plan  of  treatment, 
for  the  destruction  of  these  vermin,  which  I  have  for  some  time  em- 
ployed with  success,  particularly  in  cases  of  tape  worm. 

Although  we  all  know  that  most  of  the  letters  of  thanks,  for  recorded 
cures,  which  are  appended  to  quack  advertisements,  are  "inventions 
of  the  enemy,"  still  we  must  allow  that  some  of  the  advertised  cures 
of  cases  of  different  diseases,  that  "  have  been  given  over  by  some 
of  our  most  eminent  physicians,"  are  in  part  too  true.  We  may  under- 
stand very  well,  that  the  "  nostrum  "  so  puffed,  had  little  or  no  agency 
in  the  cure.  Still  the  eminent  physician's  mistake  in  pronouncing  the 
case  incurable,  must  be  acknowledged,  and  the  grateful  patient,  while  he 
records  his  evidence  in  favor  of  the  cure-all,  also  records  a  weakened 
reliance  in  the  judgment  of  the  eminent  guardians  of  the  public  health 
— the  regular  physicians. 

•  I  have  determined,  for  the  present,  not  to  print  the  "  book  about 
worms,"  although  it  was  proposed,  by  one  of  the  "  trade,"  to  guaran- 
tee me  from  loss  ;  quite  a  temptation  in  these  writing  times,  when  by 
affixing  your  name  to  the  title-page  of  any  medical  book  adapted  for  the 
"  country  trade,"  you  may  also  make  your  reputation  abroad  a  fixed  fact, 
based  upon  the  supposed  knowledge  you  possess  over*  your  professional 
brethren,  on  the  subject  treated  of  in  the  book,  though  perhaps  you  may 
have  only  translated  or  transcribed  the  thoughts  and  acts  of  predecessors, 
and  contemporaries,  not  even  after  the  most  approved  style. 

Still,  I  am  anxious  to  say  something  about  "  worms  ;"  and  if  you  will 
give  the  accompanying  sheets  a  place  in  your  Journal,  my  purpose  may 
be  served  as  well  as  by  publishing  the  book,  my  intentions  may  escape 
the  censure  of  the  captious,  and  the  production  itself  thus  be  shielded 
13 
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from  the  contempt  or  criticism  of  the  reviewer.  I  wish  not  to  enter  the 
field  of  medical  literature  by  the  same  forbidden  gate,  or  over  the  appro- 
priated fence,  with  those  whose  eminent  position  gives  them  better  right 
than  mine  to  illustrate  the  exploded  theory,  or  to  re-decorate  the  columns 
of  ancient  fact  and  experience  with  the  tinselled  touch  of  novelty. 
Boston,  April,  1849.  Your  ob't,       J.  S.  J. 

Writers  who  have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  suhject  of  human 
intestinal  worms,  seem  to  have  failed  in  establishing  any  sound  rules  of 
practice  in  this  department  of  pathology. 

Arguing  from  certain  conclusions,  the  results  of  speculative  theories, 
one  party  maintains  that  grave  organic  diseases  originate  from  the  pre- 
sence and  action  of  worms  in  the  human  digestive  apparatus,  and  that 
the  peculiar  symptoms  of  verminous  development  are  easy  to  be  distin- 
guished, and  the  removal  of  the  enemy  by  drugs  is  equally  easy  and 
certain,  following  specific  rules. 

Others  defend  the  doctrine  which  teaches  that  worms  are  incapable 
of  producing  any  organic  disease,  having  of  necessity  a  fatal  tendency, 
and  repudiate  the  "  forty  and  one  sure  signs,"  so  long  held  to  be  infallible 
proofs  of  "  worm  fevers,"  by  gossips  of  all  genders,  "  in  "  and  "  out 
of  practice,"  considering  them  unworthy  the  dignified  pathognomonic  so 
pertinaciously  claimed  for  them. 

That  patients  have  died  of  unknown  ills,  in  all  times,  no  physician 
doubts ;  that,  in  some  cases,  the  autopsy  has  revealed  worms  in  such  po- 
sitions, as  to  answer  for  a  cause  of  death  in  absence  of  better  proof  to 
the  contrary,  is  true ;  and,  in  less  frequent  cases,  that  worms  have  been 
the  cause  of  sudden  dissolution,  may  be  admitted,  without  descriptions 
of  supposed  lesion,  and  fairly  classed  in  the  physician's  case-book  as  ac- 
cidental deaths. 

The  majority  of  practitioners  admit  the  obscurity  of  worm  cases,  and 
the  difficulty  of  treating  them  successfully,  when  the  diagnosis  is  es-. 
tablished  beyond  doubt ;  and,  it  may  be  needless  to  add,  that  though  most 
physicians  consider  the  danoerous  qualities  of  worms,  overrated,  in  other- 
wise healthy  individuals,  still,  in  some  forms,  their  presence  in  the  human 
alimentary  canal  is  productive  of  much  mental  and  physical  suffering, 
with  a  consequent  train  of  symptoms  calculated  to  mislead  the  investi- 
gator, simulating  the  phenomena  of  well-known  acute  or  chronic  disease* 
and  leading  to  a  plan  of  treatment  often  unnecessary  and  unpleasant  in 
its  results. 

Although  the  inquiry  in  this  direction  promises  no  brilliant  responses, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  subject  is  worthy  of  consideration  and  in- 
vestigation ;  and  if  observation  adds  no  certain  sign  to  the  list  of  symp- 
toms, experience  may  do  something  towards  furnishing  a  safe  remedy  in 
such  cases  as  clearly  come  within  the  rule. 

Worms  are  frequent  causes  of  complaint  to  some  individuals  ;  they 
exist  in  others  for  a  long  time,  without  any  disturbance  to  the  animal 
economy,  or  any  token  of  their  presence  being  made  manifest.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  worms  commonly  met  with  in  practice  are  of  three 
kinds — the  long  round  worm,  the  small  pin  or  thread  worm,  and  the 
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tape  worm.  Of  the  latter  there  are  said  to  be  two  or  more  species. 
Other  worms  are  occasionally  seen,  and  described  elaborately  in  medical 
works.  The  object  of  this  paper  is  principally  to  call  attention  to  the 
tape  worm,  and  some  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  its  treatment  upon  a 
milder  plan  than  has  hitherto  bven  entertained.  Still  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  to  notice  briefly  other  designated  worms,  as  the  proposed  remedy 
has  been  found  useful  in  proved,  and  in  some  suspected  cases,  in  which 
other  treatment  had  been  useless  ;  particularly  is  this  applicable  to  the 
round  worm. 

The  ascaris  vermicula,  or  pin  worm,  is  the  most  annoying  and  con- 
stant inhabitant  of  the  human  bowel  ;  the  most  difficult  to  eradicate,  yet 
often  suddenly  departing,  unattacked  by  drugs  or  treatment  of  any  kind. 
No  age  seems  to  be  a  defence  against  it,  though  children  suffer  in  greater 
proportion  than  adults.  The  intolerable  itching  caused  by  this  worm  is 
so  irritating  to  infants,  that  convulsions  are  frequently  induced  by  it,  as 
the  writer  has  noted  from  his  own  limited  experience. 

Incontinence  of  urine,  troublesome  eruptions  about  the  anus,  and 
chorea,  amono-  other  evils,  have  found  a  cure  in  a  fortunate  removal  of 
these  vermin,  under  the  observation  of  the  writer,  who  remembers  on  two 
occasions  the  embarrassment  experienced  by  several  judicious  medical 
gentlemen,  who  were  called  in  consultation  upon  a  case  of  supposed 
''cerebral  difficulty  "  in  a  child  of  17  months,  a  female,  who  had  had  sud- 
den paroxysms  of  crying  during  a  day  and  night,  at  intervals.  She  was 
unusually  "good  n  attired,"  "laughing  fits"  succeeding  the  "crying 
fits,"  according  to  the  mother's  description,  regularly.  The  child  showed 
no  other  sign  of  disease  when  the  physician  was  called.  The  child's 
agony  was  so  great,  and  her  struggles  so  violent  ancl  eccentric,  as  to  re- 
semble some  forms  of  hysteria  in  adults.  No  examinations  made  by  the 
medical  attendants  could  detect  the  cause  of  the  sudden  accessions  of 
apparent  distress,  with  the  following  evidences  of  ease  and  pleasure  ex- 
hibited by  the  patient  at  intervals.  Leeches  were  applied  at  different 
parts  of  the  body,  principally  ahout  the  head  and  neck  ;  "opiates  and 
antispasmodics  "  were  given,  with  no  effect.  "  Vomiting  and  purging  " 
followed,  with  "  cold  and  warm  baths."  Random  shots  of  all  kinds 
were  fired.  In  short,  "  everything  was  done."  The  retreat  of  the  un- 
discovered enemy  was  as  sudden  as  the  invasion.  The  cerebral  difficulty 
disappeared.  Which  of  the  weapons  of.  the  medical  army  had  won  the 
victory,  was  matter  of  doubt.  One  relied  upon  the  field  and  siege  train 
of  "  cathartics "  ;  another  gave  the  palm  to  the  flying  artillery  of 
"  emetics"  ;  a  third  to  the  "  musquetry  "  of  calomel  charges,  so  often 
directed  at  the  diseases  of  children,  with  deadly  effect ;  while  the  bayo- 
net and  sabre,  in  medical  tactics  represented  by  the  lancet  and  leech, 
were  claimed  as  the  agents  to  whose  power  the  disease  succumbed.  An 
accidental  operation  of  the  nurse,  which  could  hardly  obtain  a  place 
among  the  "  regular  operations  "  of  even  homoeopathic  surgery,  removed 
the  cause,  at  which  act  the  "  cerebral  difficulty  "  vanished  into  a 
"cure." 

A  few  days  afterwards,  an  attack,,  precisely  like  the  former,  was  fol- 
lowed by  symptoms  of  a  like  character,  and  of  increased  severity.  Again 
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was  the  family  physician  baffled,  and  those  associated  with  him  in  con- 
sultation in  this  "  peculiar  case,"  and  some  serious  termination  seemed 
impending.  The  child's  actions  with  her  hands,  and  spasmodic  twisting 
of  her  thighs  and  legs,  led  at  last  to  a  careful  examination  in  the  region 
of  the  anus.  A  large  number  of  pin  worms  were  discovered  escaping  from 
the  bowel,  in  a  state  of  unusual  activity.  This  gave  a  clue  to  the  pro- 
bable source  of  excessive  irritation.  The  removal  of  the  worms,  however, 
did  not  give  the  child  any  permanent  relit1!*;  she  was  nearly  exhausted 
by  the  struggles  and  suffering  of  some  hours,  yet  seemed  to  indicate,  by 
signs  of  unequivocal  satisfaction,  that  the  exploration  was  at  last  going 
on  in  the  right  region.  The  writer,  in  a  vaginal  search,  discovered  two 
of  these  lively  intruders,  frolicking  about  upon  an  inflamed  mucous 
membrane  of  singular  redness  and  excitability.  Their  intentional  re- 
moval terminated  the  case,  as  the  accidental  act  had  done  on  a  former 
occasion  ;  and  the  practitioners  were  rewarded  with  a  smile  of  unusual 
intelligence  from  the  lips  of  so  young  a  patient,  for  their  discovery  of 
the  cause,  and  their  treatment  of  the  "  cerebral  difficulty." 

Some  other  cases,  of  shorter  duration  and  less  suffering,  from  a  similar 
cause,  have  occurred  in  the  practice  of  the  writer,  and  may  have  been 
frequently  met  with  by  physicians,  though  no  recorded  cases  of  this  kind 
have  come  to  my  knowledge.  In  general  terms,  I  am  aware  writers 
have  stated  that  worms  may  be  found  in  the  vagina  and  "  other  parts 
of  the  body."  Searching  the  vagina  for  worms  may  not  always  be  ad- 
vised in  cases  of  convulsions.  It  is  a  trifling  matter,  perhaps,  yet  as  well 
worthy  of  record  and  remembrance,  as  many  other  noted  experiences  ; 
for  without  in  the  slightest  degree  interfering  with  the  professional  repu- 
tation of  "  several  physicians,"  it  is  plain  that  the  best-informed  may 
forget  important  trifles,  which  are  often  of  the  highest  practical  utility. 

It  is  obvious  that  male  children,  though  suffering  in  other  ways  from 
these  worms,  are  not  liable  to  such  an  extreme  and  unique  source  of  "  ce- 
rebral difficulty."  Adult  females,  attacked  in  the  vagina  by  these  worms, 
would  describe  their  sensations  and  escape  the  treatment  of  the  child 
under  similar  circumstances. 

With  regard  to  the  "  lon£  round  worm,"  little  need  be  said — as  for 
the  most  part  it  is  considered  as  rather  a  harmless  inhabitant  of  the  bowel  ; 
and  the  opinion,  out  of  the  profession,  is  that  no  individual  of  the  human 
species,  but.  has,  at  one  time  or  another,  passed  one  or  more  of  these 
worms  in  the  ordinary  way.  The  supposed  symptoms  of  their  presence 
are  well  understood,  and  the  remedies  are  as  numerous  as  are  the  symp- 
toms which  lead  to  their  use. 

Undoubtedly  the  habits  of  an  individual  favor  the  development  of 
worms,  in  number  and  size  in  proportion  to  the  approximation  or  de- 
parture from  the  received  standard  of  health.  It  is  said  that  the  use  of 
some  articles  of  food,  long  persevered  in,  will  generate  them.  This,  pro- 
bably, is  not  true ;  though  it  is  by  some  admitted  that  the  eggs  of  these 
vermin  may  retain  their  vitality,  deposited  in  the  article  so  used,  even 
when  submitted  to  the  high  temperature  of  the  boiling  point — and  grow 
and  thrive  afterwards  in  the  human  bowel,  the  usual  home  of  the  round 
worm  so  frequently  seen. 
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At  times  they  ascend  in  numbers  to  the  stomach — and  from  some 
cause,  probably  the  resistance  of  the  pylorus,  they  endeavor  to  escape 
from  the  irritating  action  of  the  gastric  juice,  by  the  oesophagus,  causing  sen- 
sations of  various  unpleasant,  and  distressing  kinds,  as  the  patient's  attempts 
at  vomiting  are  successful,  or  the  reverse  ;  in  this  way  they  are  frequently 
voided  from  the  mouth — though  the  aid  of  a  physician  is  sometimes 
needed  to  remove  them  from  the  pharynx,  either  from  the  number  col- 
lected together,  making  the  passage  difficult,  or  from  other  causes  which 
the  medical  reader  can  readily  appreciate. 

The  writer  has  noted  several  cases  of  the  escape  of  these  worms  by 
the  mouth,  two  of  which  may  be  recorded,  as  noticeable  from  the  fact  that 
the  diagnosis  was  made  by  the  patient,  that  a  ball  of  worms  was  coming 
up.  The  physician  in  attendance  said,  "  globus  hystericus,"  and  as  the 
patient  was  an  excitable  female,  the  probability  was  in  favor  of  the 
saying.  But,  after  a  while,  it  was  proved  to  be  "  globus  verminosus  " — 
composed  of  six  of  the  "  animals."  In  another  case,  a  ball  of  four 
worms  was  ejected  in  a  perfect  state — and  a  part  of  one  "  worm,"  which 
had  evidently  passed  through  some  of  the  processes  of  digestion. 

The  writer's  experience  does  not  enable  him  to  refer  practically  to  the 
other  species  of  worms  which  are  occasionally  found  in  the  human  body. 

During  the  prevalence  of  "  bowel  diseases,"  three  years  since,  the 
writer  had.  in  his  care  two  cases  of  obstinate  diarrhoea — one  an  adult, 
one  a  child  about  7  years  of  age — at  different  and  opposite  parts  of  the 
city.  At  the  termination  of  the  cases,  the  discharge  from  the  bowels 
contained  probably  thousands  of  small  worms,  about  half  an  inch  in 
length,  many  smaller,  having  the  appearance  of  fruit  worms — the 
body  a  series  of  rings,  and  white,  while  both  extremities  were  black,  or 
nearly  so.    The  patients  immediately  recovered  after  their  discharge. 

The  most  formidable  intruder  upon  man's  machinery  of  nutrition  is 
the  tape  worm  ;  and  here  may  be  noticed  much  difference  of  opinion 
among  writers,  as  to  the  injury  consequent  upon  the  development  of  this 
largest  of  intestinal  worms  in  the  human  intestines.  Some  aver  that  un- 
less extirpated,  a  fatal  result  must  always  follow  the  ravages  of  this  ali- 
mentary pirate  ;  while  others  conclude,  if  he  be  well  fed  he  may  inhabit 
the  bowel  for  years,  with  no  detriment  to  the  owner  of  "  the  house  " 
in  which  he  "  lives,"  and  that  a  plurality  of  tape  worms  may  dwell 
together  without  disturbance  to  themselves  or  the  benevolent  provider  to 
whom  they  owe  their  daily  chyle. 

All  that  has  been  written  upon  the  subject  of  worms,  the  student  of 
medicine  is  familiar  with ;  and  notwithstanding  we  have  treatises  in 
many  works  of  general  practice,  devoted  to  entozoa,  illustrated  by 
drawings  of  every  known  species,  of  the  size  of  life,  to  which  are  added 
specimens  of  microscopic  enlargement,  there  is  no  settled  rule  of  diag- 
nosis or  plan  of  treatment,  much  in  advance  of  ancient  authority.  Worms 
and  cutaneous  diseases  appear  to  be  in  the  same  "  category  ;"  and  per- 
haps there  is  more  connection  between  cutaneous  eruptions  and  verminous 
irritations  than  is  usually  recognized  by  practitioners. 

I  propose  to  offer,  in  general  terms,  a  few  remarks  based  upon  some 
experience  in  that  class  of  intestinal  worms  known  as  tape  worm.  I 
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make  no  pretension  to  any  originality  of  thought,  deep  study  or  peculiar 
attention  to  this  branch  of  pathology  ;  nor  is  it  my  wish  to  record  any 
"  grand  modern  discovery  in  therapeutics,"  as  my  own,  which  after  all 
may  be  as  old  as  the  fame  of  Hippocrates.  The  conclusions  of  the 
present  may  be  only  the  impressions  of  the  past,  conveyed  1o  my  mind 
from  the  lips  or  pens  of  others.  I  am  conscious  of  no  direct  plagiarism 
of  idea  or  fact.  The  suggestions  of  practice  are  of  course  the  results 
of  the  elementary  teachings  of  those  who  once  filled  the  chairs  devoted 
to  the  appropriate  divisions  of  the  theories,  mysteries  and  facts  of  medi- 
cine in  the  medical  school.  To  the  writer  and  teacher  all  credit  is 
given,  and  authority  in  detail  avoided  ;  though  under  obligation  to  the 
texts  of  various  contributors  to  the  present  state  of  knowledge  of  "  ver- 
minous diseases,"  whose  records  are  left  for  the  benefit  of  those  less  com- 
petent to  explore  so  unprofitable  a  mine. 

Upon  the  manner  of  introduction  of  intestinal  worms,  into  the  human 
body,  it  is  useless  now  to  speculate  ;  a  preventive  is  not  sought  for — not 
belonging  to  the  practical.  Means  of  sure  diagnosis  are  desirable.  But 
the  writer  has  nothing  to  add  at  this  time,  in  this  connection,  to  the  signs 
and  symptoms  generally  proclaimed,  and  as  generally  admitted,  to  be 
equivocal  and  obscure. 

But  with  reference  to  the  expulsion  of  tape  worm,  the  result  of  some 
observation  and  experience  may  be  usefully  given,  and  serve  the  pur- 
pose intended,  to  render  the  assaults  of  drugs  upon  the  human  system, 
when  suffering  from  disease,  as  mild  as  possible,  no  matter  by  what  hand 
directed. 

Great  stories  are  on  record  of  the  length  of  some  specimens  of  teniae, 
with  extravagant  methods  of  cure,  often  miraculous  powers  of  diagnosis, 
and  the  aid  of  wonderful  mixtures  and  mysterious  manipulations.  The 
truth  is,  that  in  some  countries  the  tape  worm  is  a  common  subject  of 
medical  treatment.  Yet  there  does  appear  to  be  a  peculiar  personal 
condition  in  which  it  is  developed  and  obtains  the  means  of  rapid  growth. 
So  do  the  remedies  succeed  in  some  cases,  and  fail  in  others.  Remedies 
often  times,  unsuited  to  the  case  prescribed  for,  cause  a  graver  departure 
from  health  than  the  worm  untouched  against  whose  life  the  weapon 
had  been  levelled. 

Repeated  purges  of  scammony,  gamboge,  calomel,  turpentine,  and  the 
like,  or  fierce  drastics,  few  patients,  with  an  unsound  mucous  membrane, 
can  with  safety  bear.  Nor  do  metallic  remedies,  calculated  to  throw  the 
"  vermin  "  from  his  dwelling  place,  promise  a  better  sequel  than  the 
array  of  drugs ;  and  no  remedy  yet  offered — even  that  "  world-famed  " 
of  Mad.  Nouffer — has  met  with  uniform  success.  The  drastic  theory 
still  prevails,  and  is  the  reliance  of  nearly  every  formula  invented  for 
general  use.  The  consideration  of  the  remedies  most  popular  is  dismissed, 
with  the  belief  that  it  is  unphilosophical,  though  successful  many  times, 
thus  to  attack  the  tape  worm  in  his  home. 

Not  by  intuition  did  the  thought  of  opposite  treatment  direct  a  change 
in  experiments  to  be  made.  Induction  and  the  help  of  wiser  counsels 
led  the  way,  and  accident  developed  truth,  in  the  writer's  practice.  I 
had  seen  patients  emaciated  from  long  suffering,  with  undiscovered  disease, 
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but  relying  too  much  on  the  medical  axioms  and  diagnostic  marks  of 
recent  days,  had  been  doomed  to  die  by  men  eminent  and  profound.  The 
expressed  wonder  was.  that  life  had  been  sustained  so  long.  Yet  had 
they  sound  lungs,  healthy  liver,  and  perfect  freedom  from  organic  lesion  of 
any  kind — still  weak,  almost  pulseless,  sinking  ;  the  sputa  of  phthisis,  the 
hectic,  and  the  cough  ;  with  a  circulation  erratic  from  the  central  organ 
to  the  remotest  capillary  chain.  To  these  anomalies  pathological  science 
had  given  only  an  unmeaning  name,  and  too  cautious  therapeutics 
had  banished  such  regimen  as  would  have  done  credit  to  the  teachings 
of  true  hygiene. 

I  had  seen  these  patients  improve  apace  upon  a  diet  generous  and 
rich — and,  one  by  one,  the  symptoms  of  "  incurable  disease"  vanished 
as  the  tonic  drug  had  given  its  aid — the  blood  with  healthy  vigor  tinting 
the  cheek,  where  atony  so  long  had  fixed  its  sallow  stain.  As  time  pro- 
gressed, joints  of  teniae  passed  by  stool,  confirming  suspicions  of  a  cause 
obscure,  and  convincing  the  observer  that  tape  worm  is  not  a  rare 
"  disease." 

It  will  be  observed  that  joints  of  the  worm  came  freest  forth  under  a 
treatment  which  combines  with  a  nutritious  diet,  principally  of  animal 
food,  the  bitter  woods  and  herbs.  Still  greater  numbers  and  more  fre- 
quent discharges  follow  the  liberal  exhibition  of  iron  in  appropriate  forms. 

The  conclusion  arrived  at,  from  the  improvement  in  patients  suffering 
from  tape  worm,  under  a  tonic  treatment,  and  from  a  theory  of  the  habits 
of  the  worm,  and  its  instinctive  efforts  in  search  of  food,  entertained  by 
the  writer,  after  some  thought,  was,  that  a  stimulating  diet  weakened  his 
power  to  retain  his  hold  in  the  intestine,  while  a  vegetable  diet,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  patient  would  suffer  and  lose  strength  and  vigor  un- 
der its  use,  would  cause  the  worm  to  thrive — casting  off  no  joints  or 
parts.  It  seemed  probable,  that  after  a  period  of  compulsive  fasting,  if  a. 
vegetable  preparation  were  offered  to  the. worm,  he  might  be  induced  to 
over-feed,  and  suffer  from  over-feeding,  as  do  human  gluttons  ;  and  that, 
while  in  a  temporary  torpid  state,  if  surrounded  by  fluids  in  large  quan- 
tities, of  low  temperature,  he  might  be  easily  dislodged  from  his  feeding 
place,  before  re-action  should  begin,  and  speedily  evacuated  from  the 
bowel.  An  old  method  of  treatment,  unexplained,  seems  to  give  weight 
to  these  crude  ideas.  Experiments  were  made  with  the  seeds  of  fruits 
and  vegetables,  which  had  acquired  a  common  reputation  for  destroying 
worms,  with  but  partial  success.  Accident  placed  at  the  writer's  dispo- 
sal the  knowledge  of  a  seed,  from  which  at  last  an  emulsion  was  made. 
This,  aided  by  adjunct  remedies,  all  of  harmless  nature,  given  in  fifteen 
cases  of  tape  worm,  has  not  failed  once,  within  twenty-four  hours,  to  ex- 
pel the  worm,  in  most  cases  alive  ;  and  in  some  patients  the  "  disease," 
under  various  names,  had  resisted  all  kinds  of  treatment  for  years,  includ- 
ing all  the  tape-worm  specifics  known  in  practice. 

The  writer  repeats  that  he  makes  no  original  claim  to  its  use.  The  seed 
is  as  common  as  that  of  the  apple  or  the  orange,  and  may  have  been 
used  by  physicians  for  centuries  against  worms,  without  a  record  in  the 
books  which  have  met  the  writer's  eye.  Neither  is  the  philosophy  or  the 
plan  of  treatment  mentioned  in  any  work  on  worms  within  the  know- 
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ledge  of  the  writer — who  believes,  although  in  his  own  practice,  as  yet, 
cases  sufficient  have  not  been  treated  to  entitle  the  preparation  to  the 
name  of  a  "  specific,"  that  no  other  plan  of  treatment  hitherto  proposed 
has  proved  in  every  case  consecutively  more  successful,  rarely  requiring 
a  repetition,  if  the  directions  are  observed. 

Its  peculiar  recommendation,  besides  the  easy  mode  of  administration 
and  operation,  is  its  harmless  nature,  which  commends  its  use  in  doubtful 
cases,  in  which  are  seen  symptoms  of  great  irritation  and  constitutional 
disturbance,  as  well  as  functional  errors,  with  no  organic  lesion,  as  far  as 
careful  examination  and  good  judgment  may  be  able  to  decide. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  elicit  inquiry  into  these  obscure  cases, 
some  of  which  are  of  fatal  severity,  and  find  their  way  into  the  bills  of 
mortality,  particularly  when  children  are  the  victims — as  "  marasmus," 
a  name  usually  given  to  the  effect,  and  not  the  cause,  of  that  waste  of 
chyle,  or  inability  of  the  organs,  on  whose  perfect  action  nutrition  de- 
pends, to  supply  the  blood  with  that  element,  or  principle,  upon  which 
life  and  growth  exist. 

Autopsy  has  often  revealed  the  presence  of  unsuspected  worms,  in  the 
alimentary  canal,  where  no  organic  lesion  was  found  to  account  for  the 
symptoms  and  death  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  as  doubtful  and  obscure  in 
their  origin,  progress  and  termination. 

The  writer  has  no  idea  that  the  proposed  remedy  for  "  worm  diseases  " 
could  have  any  beneficial  effect  upon  diseased  mesenteric  glands,  or  any 
form  of  real  tubercular  deposit ;  but  conceiving  that  many  of  the  formula?, 
considered  as  anthelmintic,  are  injurious  in  their  action  upon  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  and  glandular  apparatus  of  the  bowels,  is  desirous,  when 
an  experiment  is  made  in  suspected  worm  cases,  that  the  remedy  should 
be  mild  and  harmless,  and  he  believes  that  the  emulsion  used  by  him 
and  by  some  of  his  medical  friends,  with  success,  combines  the  qualities 
so  desirable. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  desultory  style  of  this  communication  will 
not  condemn  the  matter,  so  that  it  pass  unheeded  by  those  interested 
in  the  healing  art.  Any  physician  who  may  have  cases  of  teniae,  which 
will  not  yield  to  treatment,  is  invited' to  try  the  emulsion,  that  opportuni- 
ties may  be  had  to  record  success  or  failure,  as  the  event  shall  prove. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  MODE  OF  TREATING  FEVERS. 

[Communicated  lor  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Notwithstanding  the  great  improvement  in  the  practice  of  medicine, 
from  the  days  of  Hippocrates  to  the  present  time,  above  forty  years  ex- 
perience has  convinced  me  that  but  few  physicians  have  employed  the 
best  or  most  proper  method  of  treatment  in  epidemic  and  contagious 
diseases;  particularly  fevers,  termed  remittent,  continued,  inflammatory, 
typhus,  scarlet,  and  such  like — all  of  which  I  believe  stand  in  the  same 
association,  and  are  the  effect  of  actual  poison,  which  being  present  in 
the  system  often  bids  defiance  to  the  lancet,  emetics,  cathartics  or  sudo- 
rifics,  and  the  unhappy  patient  frequently  falls  a  victim  to  its  deadly  grasp. 
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But  the  best  means  that  I  have  found,  for  rescuing  the  patient  from  the 
impending  danger,  is  to  disarm  the  enemy  of  his  deadly  weapon.  For 
this  purpose,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  L  have  employed  the  oil  of 
olives  and  alkali ;  these  being  the  greatest  antidote  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted. The  following  is  my  usual  manner  of  treating  such  disorders. 
1  sometimes,  though  but  seldom,  bleed,  but  generally  cleanse  the  stomach 
by  the  use  of  a  few  grains  of  ipecac,  or  some  other  mild  emetic.  I  then 
direct  the  patient  to  be  rubbed  all ,  over  with  the  oil  daily  during  the 
fever,  using  about  two  ounces  at  each  time.  I  also  direct  the  patient  to 
take  a  tablespoonful  of  a  weak  solution  of  alkali,  mixed  with  a  little  salt- 
petre, once  every  two,  three  or  four  hours,  quieting  the  system  by  employ- 
ing a  few  grains  of  Dover's  powder  occasionally,  and  drink  freely  a  de- 
coction of  Virginia  snake  root  and  valerian,  and  as  much  cold  water  as 
the  patient  wants.  For  regulating  the  bowels,  J  generally  employ  the 
olive  oil,  castor  oil  or  rhubarb,  but  mostly  of  the  former,  a  tablespoonful  of 
which  may  be  taken  every  day  at  the  commencement  of  the  external 
application.  If  the  bowels  are  much  filled  with  morbid  matter,  I  some- 
times add  a  few  grains  of  calomel  to  the  rhei,  avoiding  drastic  purges, 
as  they  not  only  irritate  the  system,  but  are  often  succeeded  by  diarrhoea, 
which  is  sometimes  difficult  to  restrain.  I  regard  quietness,  both  of  body 
and  mind,  of  the  utmost  importance.  An  Old  Practitioner. 

[The  writer  of  the  above  has  given  his  name  to  the  Editor,  and  is,  as 
he  professes  to  be,  an  old  practitioner.  As  such,  he  is  entitled  td  record 
the  results  of  his  practice.  We  think  there  is  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  the  successful  results  in  his  cases  were  more  owins;  to  the  mere  harm- 
lessness  of  his  treatment,  than  to  any  remedial  efficacy  exerted  by  it.] 


CASE    OF    ENLARGED  SPLEEN. 

BY  L.  A.  SMITH,  M.D,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 

J.  H.,  of  this  city,  aged  about  30  years,  of  very  robust  frame,  hardy 
constitution,  and  good  habits,  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1847  received 
a  severe  blow  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  in  consequence  of  being 
thrown  from  his  waggon.  He  suffered  some  pain  for  a  few  days,  but 
soon  resumed  his  business  which  was  very  active  and  laborious. 

During  the  summer  following  he  had  an  attack  of  intermitting  fever, 
which  was  soon  subdued  by  the  usual  treatment.  This  was  followed 
by  symptoms  of  functional  derangement  of  the  loins,  with  dyspepsia,  a 
pallid  countenance,  oedema  of  the  feet  and  legs,  and  a  dull,  heavy,  and 
continuous  pain  in  the  left  side,  where  he  had  received  the  injury.  Be- 
ing myself  absent  from  home,  he  came  under  the  care  of  my  friend  Dr. 
Dougherty,  who  took  care  of  my  patients,  and  who,  on  making  exa- 
mination, detected  a  considerable  tumor  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region, 
the  bounds  of  which  could  be  distinctly  traced.  On  my  return,  Dr.  D. 
and  I  made  a  very  careful  examination  of  the  tumor,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  an  enlargement  of  the  spleen.    With  this  view, 
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we  pursued  the  most  energetic  and  persevering  treatment,  which  our  own 
experience  and  the  best  authors  suggested,  and  comprising  almost  the  whole 
catalogue  of  the  materia  medica,  used  in  such  cases.  The  pain  in  the 
side  and  dyspnoea,  which  was  so  great  sometimes  as  to  prevent  the  pa- 
tient from  lying  down,  continued  unabated  for  some  weeks,  when  he  was 
attacked,  in  consequence  of  exposure  to  cold,  with  pleurisy,  which  called 
for  very  active  treatment,  and  which  was  finally  subdued.  From  this 
time,  he  had  but  little,  if  any,  pain  in  the  side,  and  was  now  confined  to 
the  bed  or  the  house,  till  a  short  time  before  his  death.  The  most  trou- 
blesome symptom  was  dropsical  effusion,  which  was  kept  in  check  by  the 
following  prescription,  which  is  here  inserted,  as  it  proved  of  great  value 
in  this  case  as  well  as  many  others  under  my  own  observation,  and  that 
of  the  friend  from  whom  I  received  it : — R.  Sub.  mur.  hydrarg.,  grs.  x.  ; 
pulv.  digital,  purpur.,  sup.  tart,  potass.,  jalapi,  aa  grs.  iij.  Divid.  in  pulv. 
No.  xij.    One  to  be  taken  every  six  hours. 

During  the  fall,  Mr.  H.,  by  my  advice,  went,  to  New  York,  and  con- 
sulted several  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in  that  city.  One  of  them 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  tumor  was  malignant  in  its  character. 
Others  gave  no  decided  opinion  in  the  case,  but  all  agreed  that  little 
could  be  done  but  to  palliate  the  symptoms.  I  should  have  remarked, 
that  previously  to  his  going  to  New  York,  one  physician  of  eminence  in 
this  vicinity,  who  had  been  called  in  consultation,  pronounced  the  tumor 
an  enlargement  and  thickening  of  the  omentum,  and  advised  extensive 
blistering  to  the  abdomen. 

The  patient  gradually  sank,  and  despairing  of  recovery  he  gave  up 
business,  and  in  the  summer  of  1813  went  to  his  father's  residence  in 
Rahway,  eight  or  ten  miles  distant,  when  he  came  under  the  care  of  Drs. 
Abeinethy  and  Drake,  whose  attention  and  efforts  in  his  behalf  were  in- 
defatigable, but  unavailing.  He  gradually  sank,  and  about  the  middle 
of  October,  died. 

At  his  request,  frequently  expressed  during  his  illness,  I  made  a  post- 
mortem examination,  assisted  by  Dr.  Drake. 

On  making  the  incision  a  large  quantity  of  serum,  not  less  than  ten 
gallons,  was  discharged.  The  viscera  and  cavities  of  the  body  were  en- 
tirely healthy  in  appearance  except  the  spleen,  which  was  so  enlarged 
as  to  occupy  all  the  left  bypochondrium,  extending  into  the  right,  and 
also  below  the  umbilicus  some  inches.  It  slightly  adhered  in  several 
places  to  the  surrounding  parts,  but  was  easily  removed.  It  was  healthy 
in  appearance  and  color,  but  on  being  cut  it  was  found  to  be  more  firm 
in  texture  than  natural,  and  somewhat  resembling  fiesh,  as  it  weighed 
more  than  7|  pounds*  We  cut  into  it  in  several  places,  but  found  no 
symptoms  of  malignancy. 

i  shall  not  take  up  the  room  of  your  valuable  Journal  in  detailing  the 
treatment  in  this  case.  It  comprised  all  that  the  skill  of  several  of  our 
most  distinguished  physicians,  who  were  consulted,  could  suggest. 

Whether  this  disease  was  induced  by  the  injury  mentioned,  or  was 
consequent  upon  the  intermitting  fever,  or  was  independent  of  both 
causes,  1  leave  every  one  to  make  up  his  own  opinion  ;  only  adding  that  I 
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shall  long  remember  the  case  with  interest,  not  only  from  its  intrinsic 
merits,  but  from  having  had  my  own  life,  or  at  least  limb,  brought  into 
imminent  peril  by  a  puncture  of  my  thumb  in  making  the  post-mortem 
examination. — New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 


CASES  OF  OBSTRUCTION    OF  THE    BOWELS,  CAUSED  BY  FAECAL 
ACCUMULATION  IN  THE  RECTUM. 

BY.  R.  B.  T  RAVE  RS,  M.R.C.S.E.,  SURGEON  TO  THE  AG  H  ADA  UNION  DISPENSARY. 

Patrick  Collins,  aged  50.  was  admitted  on  the  evening  of  the  13th 
of  October,  1848,  to  the  Cloyne  Dispensary,  of  which  J  then  had 
charge.  He  has  had  no  evacuation  from  his  bowels  for  eight  days  ; 
he  is  in  great  agony,  suffering  from  violent  bearing-down,  expulsive 
pains  ;  complains  of  great  distention  of  the  rectum,  feeling  as  if  every 
moment  he  was  about  to  have  a  discharge  from  his  bowels,  and  is  con- 
stantly making  ineffectual  attempts  to  evacuate  them.  His  abdomen 
is  swollen,  and  painful  on  pressure  ;  his  features  are  sunken  and  denote 
great  exhaustion  ;  he  is  very  weak,  tottering  as  he  leayes  his  bed  to  go 
to  the  close-stool ;  pulse  120,  small  and  weak,  and  his  body  exhales  a 
most  nauseous  odor. 

On  examining  the  rectum  I  found  the  anus  open,  but  could  not  intro- 
duce my  finger  more  than  an  inch  into  the  gut,  its  entrance  being  ob- 
structed by  a  mass  of  hardened,  closely-packed  fasces.  He  had  taken 
several  doses  of  purgative  medicines,  and  had  injections  administered, 
without  effect,  previous  to  his  admission. 

Having  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  obstruction,  with  the  handle  of  a 
common  pewter  spoon  I  gradually  removed  a  large  quantity  of  hard  fasces 
from  the  rectum  ;  and  having  cleared  out  the  intestine  as  far  as  I  could 
reach,  I  threw  up  two  or  three  pints  of  warm  water,  which  soon  came 
away,  bringing  with  it  a  large  discharge  from  the  bowels.  I  then 
gave  him  one  drop  of  croton  oil,  and  six  grains  of  compound  extract 
of  colocynth,  and  directed  that  his  belly  should  be  well  rubbed  with 
turpentine  liniment. 

14th,  7  o'clock,  A.  M. — His  bowels  have  been  three  times  opened 
during  the  night  ;  pulse  90  ;  belly  soft  and  free  from  pain  on  pressure  ; 
he  complains  of  the  soreness  of  the  rectum  and  anus.  Fomentations 
to  the  anus. 

15th. — Feels  quite  well,  except  for  some  soreness  of  the  rectum  ; 
pulse  80  ;  to  have  an  oil  draught ;  on  the  18th  he  was  discharged  from 
the  hospital. 

On  Wednesday,  October  25,  1848,  I  was  called  to  see  Margaret 
Connor,  aged  65.  I  found  her  in  the  following  state: — she  has  had  no 
evacuation  from  her  bowels  for  the  last  five  days,  and  but  very  little  for 
several  clays  previously  ;  she  complains  of  acute  pain  and  distention  in 
the  rectum,  and  is  constantly  making  ineffectual  efforts  to  evacuate  her 
bowels  ;  she  has  been  unable  to  empty  her  bladder  for  the  last  two  days, 
but  the  urine  dribbles  away  when  she  makes  a  violent  expulsive  effort. 
The  abdomen  is  swollen,  and  tympanitic  on  percussion,  except  in  the 
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hypogastrium,  where  the  enlarged  bladder  gives  a  dull  sound.  Her 
skin  is  hot  and  dry  ;  tongue  dry,  and  covered  with  a  brown  fur ;  coun- 
tenance flushed  ;  pulse  112.  On  examining  the  rectum  I  found  the 
anus  open,  its  edges  thick  and  prominent ;  the  intestine  was  crammed 
with  hardened,  closely-packed  fasces. 

Having  introduced  a  gum-elastic  catheter,  and  relieved  the  bladder  of 
a  large  quantity  of  dark-colored  urine,  I  proceeded  as  in  the  former  case  ; 
and,  having  cleared  out  the  rectum,  1  threw  up  about  a  quart  of  warm 
water,  which  soon  came  away,  bringing  with  it  the  solid  and  gaseous 
contents  of  the  lower  intestine;  I  then  gave  half  a  drop  of  croton  oil, 
and  six  grains  of  extract  of  colocynth  in  a  pill.  At  7  o'clock,  P.  M., 
bowels  twice  copiously  relieved,  and  has  passed  water  ;  complains  of 
great  soreness  of  the  rectum  and  anus.  The  anus  to  be  fomented  with 
cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water,  and  to  be  smeared  with  sweet  oil. 

26th. — Feels  quite  well,  except  for  the  soreness  ;  stupes  to  be  con- 
tinued.   On  the  28th  she  was  able  to  leave  her  bed. 

Patrick  Coughlan,  aged  50,  applied  at  the  Cloyne  Dispensary  on  the 
10th  of  November,  1848.  He  has  had  no  discharge  from  his  bowels  for  ( 
five  days  ;  he  complains  of  violent  pain  in  the  belly,  and  shooting  through 
the  rectum  ;  he  is  constantly  forced,  by  a  feeling  of  distention  in  the  rec- 
tum, to  make  violent  but  ineffectual  expulsive  efforts  to  evacuate  his 
bowels;  his  belly  is  tympanitic,  his  pulse  rapid  and  weak,  and  his  body 
exhales  a  most  offensive  odor.  On  examining  the  rectum,  I  found  the 
anus  widely  open,  its  edges  thick,  and  the  rectum  crammed  with  harden- 
ed fasces.  1  proceeded  in  this  case  as  in  the  two  former,  and  with  a 
similar  result. 

William  Collins,  aged  15,  was  brought  to  the  Cloyne  Dispensary  on 
the  27th  of  November,  1848.  He  has  had  no  discharge  from  his  bow- 
els for  four  days  ;  he  complains  of  great  pain  and  distention  in  the  rec- 
tum, and  feels  a  constant  desire  to  go  to  stool,  but  without  relief ;  he  is 
unable  to  empty  his  bladder,  but  the  urine  dribbles  away  when  he  makes 
a  violent  effort  to  relieve  his  bowels  ;  he  has  taken  several  doses  of  pur- 
gative medicines.  On  examining  the  rectum,  I  found  a  fascal  accumula- 
tion, as  in  the  former  cases,  which  1  treated  in  the  same  way,  and  with  a 
similar  result. 

A  boy,  aged  7,  was  admitted  to  the  Cloyne  Dispensary  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1848  ;  has  had  no  evacuation  from  his  bowels  for  four  days  ; 
he  is  suffering  from  violent  bearing-down,  expulsive  pains  ;  his  pulse  is 
rapid  and  weak,  and  his  tongue  foul.  On  examination  1  found  the  rec- 
tum full  of  hard  fasces,  which  I  proceeded  to  remove  as  in  the  former 
cases,  and  with  like  success. 

These  cases  prove  the  importance  of  exploring  the  rectum  in  all  cases 
of  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  as  mechanical  obstacles  may  exist  in  it, 
which  cannot  be  overcome  by  purgatives  or  enemata,  a  perseverance  in 
the  use  of  which  will  only  increase  the  patient's  danger  and  torment. 

Enemata  are  useless,  as  no  tube  or  pipe  can  be  introduced  through 
the  mass;  and  I.  Jook  upon  purgatives  as  worse  than  useless,  for  the  rec- 
tum, from  its  great  distention,  seems  for  the  time  paralyzed,  and  is  evi- 
dently unable  to  contract  on  its  contents.    The  obstinate  constipation, 
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the  bearing  down,  the  feeling  of  distention  of  the  rectam,  the  constant 
exhausting  ineffectual  efforts,  and  the  faecal  smell,  form  a  group  of  symp- 
toms, which  a  rectal  examination  will  prove  to  depend  on  faecal  accu- 
mulation in  the  gut. 

The  treatment  of  the  affection  is  simple  and  direct.  A  pewter  ta- 
ble-spoon, with  its  handle  a  little  bent,  makes  an  efficient  instrument 
wherewith  to  quarry  out  the  hardened  mass.  After  the  rectum  has  been 
cleared  out,  an  operation  which  may  occupy  an  hour  or  longer,  an  O' 
Beirne's  tube,  well  oiled,  should  be  introduced,  and  two  or  three  pints 
of  warm  water  thrown  up ;  this  will  be  soon  followed  by  a  free  discharge 
from  the  bowels,  which  will  give  immediate  relief.  A  drop  of  croton 
oil,  with  five  or  six  grains  of  the  extract  of  colocynth,  in  a  pill,  should 
now  be  given,  or  an  ounce  or  two  of  castor  oil.  Leeches  and  fomenta- 
tions may  be  necessary  to  relieve  irritation  or  prevent  inflammation  of  the 
rectum.  The  faeculent  matter  in  all  these  cases  consisted  of  potato  skins 
and  undigested  crust  of  Indian-meal  cakes. — Dab.  Jour,  of  Med  Science. 


PATHOLOGICAL  RESEARCHES  INTO  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 

KY  JOSEPH  TOYNBEE,  F.R.S.,  FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS,  ENG. 

This  paper,  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  Feb. 
13,  1849,  contains  the  results  of  915  dissections,  which  are  classified  as 
follows: — Ears  of  persons  know  to  be  deaf,  184  ;  ears  of  persons  sup- 
posed to  be  deaf,  70  ;  ears  in  the  stage  of  incipient  deafness,  358  ;  ears 
in  a  healthy  state,  303.    Total,  915. 

After  some  introductory  observations,  the  author  enters  upon  an  exa- 
mination of  the  state  of  each  of  the  structures  composing  the  organ  of 
hearing.  The  most  frequent  pathological  condition  of  the  membrana 
tympani,  consists  in  a  thickening  of  its  internal  and  middle  layers,  the 
deposit  in  its  substance  of  calcareous  matter,  its  adhesion  with  or  without 
the  presence  of  membranous  bands  to  the  inner  wall  of  the  tympanic 
cavity,  and  the  destruction  of  more  or  less  of  its  substance  by  ulceration. 
In  the  tympanic  cavity,  the  diseases  most  frequently  present  are,  a  thick- 
ened state  of  the  mucous  membrane,  membranous  bands  which  connect 
together  the  ossicula,  deposits  of  mucous,  purulent,  scrofulous  and  calca- 
reous matter.  Anchylosis  of  the  stapes  to  the  fenestra  ovalis  occurred 
in  26  instances.  One  of  the  interesting  results  of  these  dissections  is 
the  rarity  of  disease  in  the  Eustachian  tube  ;  in  the  612  dissections  of 
diseased  ears,  only  21  disclosed  traces  of  disease  in  that  portion  of  the 
organ  of  hearing.  The  author  pointed  out  the  agreement  that  exists 
between  the  diseased  condition  described  and  the  history  and  symptoms 
of  deaf  patients  during  life,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  when  ra- 
tional plans  of  treatment,  founded  upon  pathological  research,  are  fully 
carried  out  by  intelligent  medical  men,  this  branch  of  surgery  will  be 
rescued  from  the  uncertainty  which  at  present  attaches  to  it.  The  au- 
thor concluded  his  paper  by  pointing  out  the  intimate  connection  which 
exists  between  different  parts  of  the  organ  of  hearing  and  the  brain,  its 
membranes  and  other  important  organs. 
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Mr.  Toynbee,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  paper,  was  questioned  by  a 
great  number  of  the  fellows  on  various  points  connected  with  disease  of 
the  ear.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  give  the  questions  and  answers  in 
detail,  but  the  subjoined  epitome  of  the  answers  will  convey  the  entire 
meaning  of  the  author  of  the  paper. 

1.  The  treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  and  thickening  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  lining  the  tympanic  cavity  consists  in  the  use  of  leeches, 
followed  by  an  ointment,  composed  of  a  drachm  of  powdered  cantharides 
to  an  ounce  of  simple  ointment,  or  of  the  tincture  of  iodine,  below  the 
ears,  and  as  near  to  the  tube  as  possible.  To  the  outer  half  or  two- 
thirds  of  the  external  meatus  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  is  to  be  ap- 
plied, every  third  or  fourth  day  ;  the  salt  is  to  be  dissolved  in  water,  and 
its  strength  may  vary  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  drachm  of  the  salt  to  an 
ounce  of  water.  Where  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  fauces  is  thick 
or  relaxed,  astringent  applications  should  be  made.  Small  doses  of  blue 
pill,  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  or  mercury  with  chalk,  should  be  ad- 
ministered, not  with  the  object  of  producing  salivation,  or  any  depression 
of  the  system,  but  to  aid  the  local  applications  in  promoting  absorption. 
Warm  bathing,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  the  avoidance  of  wine  and  stimu- 
lants, and  of  close  and  warm  rooms,  should  be  strictly  enjoined.  Un- 
der this  treatment,  cases  of  deafness,  of  many  years'  standing,  have  been 
cured  or  relieved. 

2.  Catheterism  of  the  Eustachian  tube  is  an  operation  very  rarely 
called  for  ;  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  by  means  of  the  otoscope,  air  is  dis- 
tinctly heard  to  enter  the  tympanic  cavity,  or  there  are  other  unequivo- 
cal symptoms  indicative  of  the  pervious  state  of  this  tube;  practical  ex- 
perience with  the  deaf  quite  agrees  with  the  result  of  the  dissections  of 
the  Eustachian  tube. 

3.  Besides  the  otoscope,  in  order  to  arrive  at  something  like  an  accu- 
rate diagnosis  of  the  nature  of  ear  diseases,  it  is  quite  requisite  to  use  a 
small  lamp  and  a  delicate  silver  speculum.  By  means  of  the  two  latter 
instruments  the  exact  state  of  the  meatus  and  membrana  tympani  can  be 
ascertained.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  latter  structure  is  not  unfre- 
quently  more  concave  than  natural,  a  condition  which  is  produced  either 
by  direct  adhesion  of  the  membrana  tympani  to  the  inner  wall  of  the 
tympanum,  or  through  the  agency  of  membranous  bands,  or  by  a  con- 
traction of  the  tensor  tympani  muscle. 

4.  The  principal  disease  observed  in  the  fenestra  rotunda  consists  in 
the  presence  over  it  of  a  distinct  false  membrane,  which  is  attached  to 
the  margins  of  the  fossa  fenestrae  rotundae  ;  the  latter  fossa  is  often  com- 
pletely filled  up  by  the  thickened  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum. 

6.  Many  deaf  persons,  as  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  patients  in  whom 
there  was  found  to  be  complete  anchylosis  of  the  stapes  to  the  fenestra 
ovalis,  hear  musical  sounds  when  sonorous  vibration  can  be  made  to  act 
upon  the  nervous  expansion,  as  through  the  medium  of  solids. 

7.  My  experience  has  not  been  sufficient  to  indicate  by  the  kind  of 
deafness  the  particular  part  of  the  ear  affected. 

8.  As  a  rule,  I  have  not  found  the  fluids  of  the  labyrinth  deficient  in 
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old  persons,  but  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum  and  the  mem- 
brana  tympani  have  been  the  seat  of  the  disease. 

9.  Some  deaf  persons  hear  better  in  a  noise,  as  in  a  carriage,  than  when 
quiet,  because  the  fluid  of  the  vestibule  is  thrown  thereby  into  a  state  of 
undulation,  and  in  this  state  can  receive  vibrations  of  the  thickened  mem- 
brane of  the  fenestra  rotunda,  which  are  much  less  powerful  than  is  na- 
tural ;  indeed,  supposing  the  views  on  the  physiology  of  the  tympanum 
advanced  by  Mr.  Brooke,  to  be  correct,  and  thus  far  all  my  researches 
tend  to  establish  their  accuracy,  in  those  cases  where  the  stapeis  so  firmly 
fixed  as  not  to  be  able  to  press  upon  the  labyrinthous  fluids,  and  give 
them  a  certain  state  of  tensity,  the  vibration  produced  by  a  carriage  or 
by  a  loud  sound  would  in  some  measure  be  a  compensation. 

10.  In  some  deaf  persons  there  is  an  over-sensibility  of  the  nerves 
of  the  ear,  and  a  loud  sound  or  a  loud  voice  aggravates  the  malady  by 
causing  a  forcible  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  internal  ear,  and  a 
rigid  state  of  the  membrana  tympani. 

11.  Tinnitus  aurium  is  probably  dependent  upon  the  constant  com- 
pression of  the  contents  of  the  vestibule,  and  by  the  pressure  inwards 
of  the  stapes  by  means  of  rigid  bands  of  adhesion,  thickened  base  of  the 
stapes,  he. 

12.  There  are  cases  where  loud  reports  produce  a  rupture  of  the 
membrana  tympani  ;  others,  in  which  the  hearing  becomes  gradually 
dulled,  as  in  the  right  ear  of  sportsmen.  I  have  not  been  able  to  dissect 
any  cases  tending  to  elucidate  the  pathological  condition. — Lon.  Lancet. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.   MAY  2,    18  49. 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society — Suffolk  District. — An  adjourned  meet- 
ing of  the  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  for  Suffolk  District,  including 
Chelsea,  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple  on  Wednesday,  April  25th — 
Dr.  John  Ware  in  the  chair.  Dr.  George  Hay  ward,  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
expediency  of  forming  a  District  Medical  Society,  submitted  the  accom- 
panying report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted.  Drs.  George  Hayward, 
M.  S.  Perry,  and  Charles  Chase  of  Chelsea,  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
petition  the  Counsellors  for  leave  to  form  a  District  Medical  Society.  It 
was  then  voted  to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  Counsellors  for  Suffolk  Dis- 
trict. On  motion  of  Dr.  Storer,  the  Chair  was  requested  to  nominate  a 
committee  of  five,  who  should  retire  and  report  a  list  of  Counsellors  for  the 
consideration  of  the  meeting.  The  Chair  appointed  on  this  committee 
Drs.  Buck,  Otis  of  Chelsea,  Flint,  Shurtleff  and  Morland.  The  committee 
after  consultation,  unanimously  reported  the  names  of  the  following  gentle- 
men, who  were  accepted  by  the  meeting  as  candidates  for  Suffolk  District: 
Drs.  John  Ware,  Geo.  C/Shattuck,  Jacob  Bigelow.  Z.  B.  Adams,  S.  D. 
Townsend,  John  Homans,  Geo.  Hayward,  Wm.  J.  Walker,  John  Jeffries, 
John  C.  Hayden,  D.  H.  Storer,  Samuel  Morrill,  John  D.  Fisher,  C.  G. 
Putnam,  A.  A.  Watson,  M.  S.  Perry,   Ezra  Palmer,  Daniel  Harwood, 
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A.  A.  Gould,  Martin  Gay,  Henry  Dyer,  Chas.  H.  Stedman,  J.  B.  S.Jack- 
son, George  Bartlett,  John  Odin,  J.  B.  Gregerson,  N.  B.  Shurlleff,  H.  I. 
Bowditch.  H.  G.  Clark,  Charles  Chase  of  Chelsea. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  that  the  Secretary  should  cause  the  list  of  Coun- 
sellors selected  by  the  committee  and  accepted  by  the  meeting,  to  be  printed 
as  the  regularly  nominated  ticket  for  this  district,  and  submit  the  same  to 
the  Fellows  on  the  day  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Wm.  J.  Dale,  Secretary. 
The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  a  District 
Medical  Society. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society  residing  in  Suffolk,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  forming  a  Dis- 
trict Society,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  report:  That  they  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  form  such  a  Society  at  as  early  a  period  as 
is  practicable.  The  committee  are  aware,  that  by  the  revised  code  of  By- 
Laws,  which  have  already  been  approved  by  the  Counsellors,  and  which 
will  in  all  probability  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Fellows,  the  formation  of 
such  a  Society  in  each  district  is  made  imperative.  But  these  By-Laws 
cannot,  if  adopted  by  the  Fellows,  go  into  operation  until  there  has  been  an 
alteration  of  the  charter  of  the  Society,  and  this  can  be  made  only  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature.  It  is  too  late  to  obtain  the  passage  of  such  an  act 
at  the  present  session,  and  of  course  another  year  must  pass  before  the  new 
code  of  By-Laws  can  become  operative. 

But  a  District  Society  may  be  formed  under  the  existing  By-Laws.  To 
do  this,  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  Fellows  of  any  district,  who  wish  the  es- 
tiblishment  of  such  a  Society,  to  make  application  to  the  Counsellors,  who 
have  full  power  to  authorize  its  organization.  And  this  course  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  for  adoption.  In  this  way  a  year  might  be  gained 
in  the  formation  of  the  Society. 

It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  for  the  committee  to  state  the  advantages 
which  they  believe  would  result  from  a  measure  that  would  unite  more 
closely  the  members  of  the  parent  society  residing  in  this  district.  It  could 
not  fail,  in  their  opinion,  to  promote  harmony  and  good  feeling  among  them. 
It  would  enable  them  to  act  with  more  concert,  arid  consequently  give  them 
by  a  harmonious  action,  a  greater  degree  of  weight  and  influence  in  the 
Society  at  large,  than  they  now  possess.  By  bringing  the  Fellows  of  the 
Society  residing  in  this  district  more  frequently  together,  and  thus  giving 
a  better  opportunity  than  they  now  enjoy,  for  an  interchange  of  views  and 
opinions  on  topics  of  a  common  interest,  it  would  tend  to  break  down  the 
jealousy  and  ill-feeling  that  too  often  exist  among  the  members  of  our  pro- 
fession. 

The  committee,  influenced  by  these  and  similar  considerations,  would 
therefore  recommend  the  formation  of  a  District  Society  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  By  having  it  organized  before  the  new  code  of  By-Laws  goes 
into  operation,  it  will,  when  that  takes  place,  be  a  more  efficient  agent  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  For  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  a  more  definite  form,  they  propose  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  form  a  District  Medical  Society  for  Suf- 
folk, and  that  measures  be  taken  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect  at  as 
early  a  period  as  is  practicable. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by 

George  Hayward, 
Boston,  April  25,  1849.  In  behalf  of  the  Committee* 
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Wheeler  on  Asiatic  Cholera. — Quite  a  small  treatise  on  the  all-absorbing 
subject  of  cholera,  and  the  best  modes  of  preventing-  and  curing  it,  comes 
from  Dr.  John  Wheeler,  of  New  York.  He  is  a  one-notion  man  ;  his  plan 
is  alleged  to  be  the  only  true  way  of  overcoming  and  subduing  the  pesti- 
lence that  walketh  in  darkness.  Dr.  Wheeler  has  a  secret  remedy,  a 
mighty  agent  for  good,  called  Balm  of  Mascatello,  which  is  a  leviathan 
among  medicines, — so  potent  and  irresistible,  that,  if  all  the  world  would  buy 
it,  why  he  might  retire  with  half  the  gold  in  California.  But  one  would 
suppose  it  quite  useless  to  persuade  people,  possessing  a  grain  of  intelli- 
gence, to  become  patrons  of  nostrums.  There  is  a  great  host  of  persons, 
however,  who  have  an  ungovernable  appetency  for  secret  remedies,  without 
regard  to  their  character  or  the  influence  they  might  exert  on  the  system, 
and  they  would  be  great  consumers  of  mascatello,  provided  the  article  is 
very  dear,  and  Dr.  Wheeler  makes  the  doses  so  small  that  it  is  necessary 
to  repeat  them  often.  While  thanking  the  author  for  a  copy  of  his  pam- 
phlet, we  must  confess  our  inability  to  perceive  its  merits. 


Bellevue  Hospital,  Neiv  York. — A  report  for  the  past  year,  by  D.  M.  Reese, 
M.D.,  LL.D.,  exhibits  the  great  medical  business  of  the  institution.  Dr. 
Reese  is  assisted  by  two  consulting  physicians  and  two  surgeons,  besides  six 
visiting  physicians  and  six  visiting  surgeons,  and  there  are  residing  with  him 
on  the  premises  eight  assistant  physicians.  Whole  number  of  patients  on 
hand,  Jan.  1st,  1848,  535;  from  'that  period  to  Dec.  31st,  3797  were  ad- 
mitted, making  4332  patients  in  one  year.  On  an  average,  there  were  10 
new  admissions  daily.  The  mortality  did  not  much  exceed  14  per  cent., 
says  the  report ;  and  those  who  were  cured,  or  so  relieved  as  to  provide  for 
themselves,  exceeded  72  per  cent.  Ireland,  that  prolific  country,  furnished 
2592  of  the  patients.  From  1827  to  1847,  there  were  received  at  the  alms- 
house hospital,  now  designated  as  Bellevue.  39,206  patients,  30,320  of 
whom  were  discharged,  and  8,277  died.  From  May  20th.  1845,  to  the 
close  of  184S,  there  were  768  births  there. 

Dr.  Reese  has  presented  an  orderly  report,  accompanied  by  tabular  state- 
ments of  peculiar  value.  His  suggestions  and  plain  account  of  the  way 
business  is  transacted,  show  that  he  is  well  fitted  for  the  place.  Very 
few  men  could  manage  the  great  Babel  of  invalids  with  such  facility  and 
order  as  characterize  the  institution  since  it  was  placed  under  his  special 
charge.  There  are  united  in  him,  science,  skill,  benevolence  and  energy. 
Such  men  should  hold  responsible  positions. 


Distortion  of  the  Face  and  Neck. — Dr.  S.  P.  Hullihen,  of  Wheeling, 
Va.,  has  published,  in  a  pamphlet,  the  extraordinary  case  of  an  elongation 
of  the  under  jaw  and  distortion  of  the  face,  caused  by  a  burn,  successfully 
treated.  Not  many  years  since,  this  same  gentleman  made  essential  im- 
provements in  the  hare-lip  operation.  In  this  instance,  the  deformity  was 
of  the  most  painful  character.  The  head  was  drawn  forward  and  down- 
ward, and  the  chin  confined  within  an  inch  of  the  sternum — the  under 
lip  was  so  pulled  down  that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  left  side  came 
far  below  the  chin.  Some  wood  cuts  are  introduced  to  illustrate  the  ap- 
pearance before  and  after  a  restoration.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  than 
that  Dr.  Hullihen  accomplished  a  very  difficult  operation,  with  entire 
success. 
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Suffolk  Medical  District. — A  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  ihe 
25th,  at  the  Masonic  Temple, -as  will  be  seen  on  another  page,  for  the 
nomination  of  Counsellors  of  the  State  Society,  &c.  From  all  accounts, 
there  must  have  been  some  febrile  symptoms  discoverable.  Young  physic 
and  old  prejudices  were  there;  but  harmony  should  characterize  the  medi- 
cal fraternity.  It  is  intimated  that  the  real  trial  of  strength  will  take 
place  on  the  day  of  election — at.  the  annual  meeting.  It  is  far  easier  to 
persuade  than  to  drive  men  into  a  compliance  with  the  views  or  whims  of 
others. 


Homoeopathic  Journal. — Mr.  Clapp's  Quarterly,  commenced  by  the  late 
Dr.  Becker,  a  memoir  of  whose  life  appeared  in  this  Journal  some  months 
since,  bears  on  the  second  number  the  name  of  Dr.  Joseph  Birnstill,  as 
editor,  who  evinces  a  commendable  industry  in  the  translation  of  foreign 
articles.  The  periodical  is  mostly  made  up  in  that  manner.  We  never 
attempt  concealing  our  views  of  homoeopathy,  which  bears  the  same  rela- 
tion to  the  science  of  medicine  that  something  does  to  nothing.  Yet  many 
of  tho<e  who  practise  upon  the  system,  are  persons  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility and  moral  worth.  It  is  the  system  that  is  objectionable.  Dr.  Birn- 
still has  an  opportunity,  with  this  large-sized  Journal,  of  elevating  the 
school  of  practitioners  who  support  it,  and  gaining  for  himself  a  distin- 
guished literary  reputation. 


American  Medical  Association. — As  was  anticipated,  the  delegates  to  this 
£reat  medical  gathering  are  arriving  from  all  sections  of  the  United  States. 
The  session  opened  yesterday,  but  after  our  Journal  had  gone  to  press. 
The  State  Legislature  still  being  in  session,  the  State  House  could  not  be 
had,  and  the  meeting,  therefore,  is  held  at  the  Lowell  Institute,  on  Wash- 
ington street.  This  evening,  the  profession  of  Boston  will  receive  these 
distinguished  medical  strangers  at  the  Revere  House,  Bowdoin  square. 
Next  week  we  shall  commence  chronicling  the  transactions  of  the  Association 
in  the  Journal.  In  the  mean  time,  tha  publisher  has  made  arrangements 
to  issue  a  daily  report  of  the  proceedings,  which  he  proposes  sending, 
without  charge,  to  the  subscribers  of  the  Journal — by  means  of  which  they 
will  be  made  acquainted,  at  the  earliest  moment,  of  the  measures  which 
may  be  proposed  or  adopted  by  the  Association.  Subscribers  to  the  Jour- 
nal who  are  delegates  and  now  in  the  city,  may  receive  these  daily  reports 
by  calling  at  the  Journal  office.  Our  Boston  subscribers,  also,  are  request- 
ed to  call  for  their  copies. 


Effects  of  Chloroform. — Dr.  Warren's  pamphlet,  just  published,  on  the 
effects  of  chloroform  and  of  strong  chloric  ether,  has  appeared  at  a  favorable 
moment.  The  profession  will  be  influenced  at  once  by  such  authority. 
Particulars  will  be  given  in  regard  to  it  hereafter. 


Novel  Suggestion  for  the  Treatment  of  Epilepsy. — The  following  ex- 
tract relates  to  a  matter  which  has  been  written  about  in  the  newspapers  of 
this  country,  but  of  which  we  have  not  before  seen  any  authentic  account. 

"  In  a  recent  sitting  of  the  Academie  de  Medecine  M.  Rouchoux  read,  in 
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his  own  name  and  that  of  M  Falret,  a  report  upon  a  paper  drawn  up  by 
M.  Pereire,  of  Bordeaux,  upon  epilepsy,  treated  by  Varteriotovie  epicra- 
nienne.  It  consists  of  obliterating,  by  subcutaneous  incisions  at  their  origin, 
the  different  arterial  branches,  from  which  the  ramifications  spread  upon 
the  pericranium  in  numerous  capillary  vessels,  and  establish  anastomoses 
with  those  of  the  brain,  after  having  traversed  the  cranium  and  its  mem- 
branes. This  obliteration  prevents  the  blood  not  only  from  arriving  at  the 
encephalon  in  sufficient  quantity  to  produce  congestion,  but  produces  a  kind 
of  atrophy  which  renders  the  return  of  the  fits  impossible.  This  theory 
appears  to  M.  Rochoux  inadmissible  ;  he  does  not  think  that  congestion  de- 
termined to  the  encephalon  is  necessary  for  the  production  of  epilesy,  nor 
does  he  think  that  the  remedy  could  be  employed  to  prevent  the  develop- 
ment of  the  collateral  arteries  and  their  anastomoses." — Psychological 
Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany.  —  Dr.  Francis  Mallory  is  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
7th  District,  Virginia. — There  was  a  large  amount  of  sickness  at  San 
Francisco,  at  the  last  dates.  A  large  number  of  Sandwich  Islanders  had 
died  of  measles. — Twenty  physicians  belong  to  the  household  of  the 
Queen  of  England,  yet  only  about  one  or  two  of  them  are  ever  consulted. 
— Dr.  Lowrie,  formerly  of  New  Jersey,  is  at  Panama,  doing  a  large  busi- 
ness. Physicians  are  pocketing  the  gold  as  it  comes  from  the  diggings. — 
Dr.  S.  Andrew  has  been  elected  mayor  of  Port  Amboy,  N.  J.  Physicians 
appear  to  be  in  request  for  that  office  of  latp — several  having  been  recently 
elected  in  different  cities,  both  here  and  in  England.  —  Dr.  B.  Young,  chief 
clerk  of  the  Navy  Department,  has  sent  in  his  resignation. — Dr.  Henry  W. 
Rivers  has  been  appointed  Hospital  Physician  and  Surgeon,  Marine  Hos- 
pital, R.  I.,  in  place  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Wheaton,  removed. — Dr.  F.  Houghton, 
of  Iowa,  is  to  be  one  of  the  visiters  to  the  West  Point  Military  School. 
— An  absurd  story  is  circulating  in  the  papers,  that  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston, 
opened  the  stomach  of  a  young  woman  last  week,  while  under  the  influ- 
ence of  ether,  and  extracted  a  tape  worm  !  On  the  authority  of  Dr.  War- 
ren himself,  we  can  pronounce  it  whclly  untrue. — A  work  on  cholera  is 
in  press  in  this  city,  and  will  be  published  in  a  few  weeks. 


Notice. — The  article  on  Worms,  in  to-day's  Journal,  in  consequence  of  the  writer  not  having 
had  an  opportunity  to  revise  his  manuscript  and  correct  the  proofs,  contains  many  errors  and  omis- 
sions, which  will  he  corrected  in  a  future  number. 


Married,— Geo.  W.  Holbrook,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  to  Miss  F.  M.  Lawton. 


Died,— At  Charleston,  S.  C,  Dr.  P>.  B.  Strobe],  45. — At  Lexington,  on  Lake  Huron,  Dr. 
Heath,  drowned  in  attempting- to  reach  Port  Huron  in  a  small  boat. — At  Camp  Ring-old,  Texas, 
Dr.  Ravaud  Kearney,  of  New  York,  27. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  April  28th,  80. — ■'Males,  35 — females,  45. — 
Of  consumption,  13 — measles,  13 — scarlet  fever,  5— lung  fever,  4 — typhus  fever,  5 — typhoid  fe- 
ver, 1 — brain  fever,  2 — infantile,  7 — disease  of  the  heart,  4 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — 
dropsy  in  the  head,  2 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  2— accidental,  1 — 
hooping  cough,  1 — colic,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — dysentery,  2 — delirium  tremens,  1 — drowned,  1 — • 
convulsions,  2 — congestion  of  the  bowels,  1 — teething,  1 — haemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  1 — metro- 
peritonitis,]— old  age,  1 — child-bed,  1 — debility,  1. 

Under  5  years,  30 — between  5  and  20  years,  15 — between  20  and  40  years,  18 — between  40 
and  60  years,  12 — over  GO  years,  5. 
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On  'Ether  Glue,  or  Liquor  Constringens  ;  and  its  uses  in  Surgery.  By 
C.  F.  Schoenbein,  M.  D.,  Basle. — In  the  middle  of  December,  1845, 1  dis- 
covered an  organic  compound,  soluble  in  common  ether,  which  in  its  dis- 
solved state  has  ever  since  been  usefully  employed  as  a  surgical  remedy, 
and  introduced  into  our  pharmacopoeias  by  the  distinguished  surgeon  of 
Basle,  Doctor  Jung,  under  the  term,  "  Liquor  Constringens  Schoenbeinii." 
I  had  no  sooner  found  out  the  ethereal  solution,  than  I  recommended  M. 
Jung  to  try  its  surgical  effects,  and  from  very  numerous  experiments  made 
in  our  hospital  and  elsewhere  by  that  gentleman,  it  appeared  that  the  said 
liquor  proved  to  be  the  most  efficacious  in  healing  (1)  chilblains  of  all  class- 
es ;  (2)  wounds  produced  by  fire  ;  (3)  soreness  of  the  skin  of  different  de- 
scriptions; (4)  certain  swellings  of  the  feet,  &c.  To  produce'those  healing 
effects  of  the  liquor,  which  I  propose  to  call  Ether  Glue,  or  Ether  Balm, 
the  suffering  part  of  the  body  is  immediately  to  be  covered  with  the  solu- 
tion by  the  means  of  a  common  pencil,  such  as  is  used  for  painting.  In 
cases  of  exuding  wounds,  the  sore  part  must,  previously  to  that  operation, 
be  covered  by  sticking  plaster.  Some  of  my  children  suffering  much  from 
broken  chilblains,  I  cured  with  the  liquid  in  a  few  days. 

Many  other  Swiss  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  particularly  Doctors 
Miesher  and  Dennue  of  Berne,  fully  corroborated  by  their  experiments  the 
surgical  results  obtained  by  Dr.  Jung,  so  that  the  liquid  has  been  very  fre- 
quently used  these  last  two  years.  Dr.  Jung  communicated  his  results  to 
the  Philosophical  Society  just  two  years  ago,  and  did  more  fully  so  to  the 
Swiss  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  at  a  meeting  which 
took  place  at  Schaffhausen,  eighteen  months  ago.  The  paper  read  by  Dr. 
Jung  was  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Society.  As  there  is  hardly 
any  doubt  that  what  the  Americans  have  lately  called  "Collodion,"  and 
stamped  into  a  new  invention  of  their  own,  is,  in  fact,  nothing  but  the  Li- 
quor Constringens,  known  and  used  in  Switzerland  for  nearly  three  years; 
everybody  must  admit  that  the  priority  of  the  preparation  and  surgical  em- 
ployment belongs  to  Switzerland,  and  not  to  America.  Some  years  ago  I 
sent  to  a  number  of  scientific  friends,  ex.  gr.,  to  Faraday,  Herschel,  Berze- 
lius,  and  Poggendorff,  little  transparent  vessels  made  out  of  the  Liquor  Con- 
stringens, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  my  friends  should  put  their  little  bells 
into  common  ether,  they  would  see  them  readily  dissolved,  yielding  a  fluid 
closely  resembling  the  American  Collodion. 

If  I  did  not  so  thoroughly  dislike  pursuits  about  priority,  I  might  perhaps 
easily  explain  how  it  came  to  pass,  that  an  old  thing  has  been  sent  to  us 
from  America  as  a  new  one. 

To  conclude,  I  may  as  well  mention  that  some  years  ago,  French,  Ger- 
man and  English  newspapers  treated  in  rather  a  vague  and  somewhat  exag- 
gerated manner  of  a  discovery  of  mine,  which  to  them  was  no  less  than  a 
remedy  good  almost  for  everything,  especially  for  healing  quickly  all  sorts 
of  wounds.  There  was  some  truth  in  that  report,  for  it  referred  to  the  ex- 
periments made  by  Swiss  surgeons  on  Ether  Glue,  but  I  did  not  like  to  say 
anything  publicly  about  the  subject,  for  reasons  which  may  be  easily  imag- 
ined.— London  Lancet. 


Berberine  in  the  Calumba  Root. — Dr.  Boedeker  mentions  in  the  Anna- 
len  der  Chemie  unci  Pharmacy,  that  while  engaged  in  the  analysis  of  ca- 
lumba, he  discovered  that  this  root  contains  a  notable  amount  of  berberine, 
as  proved  by  the  identity  of  the  product  with  the  berberine  obtained  from 
berberries  by  a  careful  analysis. — Foreign  Dep.  London  Lancet, 
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DR..  DICK'S   ALPHABETICAL   NOTICES   OF  SUBJECTS  CONNECTED 
WITH   THE  TREATMENT  OF  DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued  from  page  182.] 

Hepatitis  ( concluded). — We  did  not  leave  ourselves  space,  in  our  last 
paper,  to  notice  the  removal  of  hepatic  abscess  by  incision  or  puncture 
through  the  over-lying  abdominal  integuments.  As,  on  the  one  hand, 
this  is  an  operation,  the  indications  for  which  are  often  extremely  ob- 
scure— as,  on  the  other  hand,  its  successful  performance  has  often  saved 
life  that  would  otherwise  have  been  lost,  it  becomes  of  importance  to 
consider  with  care  the  difficulties  likely  to  present  themselves. 

The  formation  of  abscess,  as  a  sequela  of  acute  hepatitis,  is  indicated 
by  a  cessation  of  the  pain  and  inflammatory  disturbance,  such  as  heat,  high 
and  full  pulse,  thirst,  he.  Rigors,  too,  of  course  occur,  and  the  patient, 
for  a  shorter  or  longer  period,  feels  relieved.  We  now,  for  a  time,  at 
least,  intermit  mercury  and  every  other  means,  and  if  the  patient  has 
been  reduced  by  depletion  or  abstinence,  we  order  a  diet  more  or  less 
generous,  and  perhaps  wine.  But  we  know  that  the  danger  is  not 
past,  for  the  abscess  remains,  and  that  if  we  do  not  provide  it  with  an 
exit  it  will  make  one  for  itself.  The  matter  to  be  considered,  therefore,, 
is — shall  we  do  anything,  or  leave  the  case  to  nature  ?  We  have  observed 
already  (last  paper)  that  hepatic  abscess,  left  to  itself,  escapes  by  one  of 
several  ways,  some  of  these  safe,  others,  and  most  of  them,  very  dan- 
gerous. Thus,  hepatic  abscesses  have  been  known  to  work  to  the  con- 
vex surface  of  the  liver,  to  cause  inflammation  of  the  peritoneal  coat  of 
that  organ,  by  which  it  has  become  agglutinated  to  the  under  surface 
of  the  diaphragm  ;  the  inflammation  has  then  continued  up  through  this 
muscle  to  its  pleuritic  coat,  which  has  become  agglutinated  to  the  de- 
pending portion  of  the  right  lung,  and  the  hepatic  abscess  has  been 
finally  discharged,  by  expectoration,  through  the  lung.  We  have  already 
stated,  that  by  similar  continuous  inflammation  and  suppuration  it  has 
penetrated  into,  and  been  discharged  through,  the  stomach,  colon  and 
small  intestines  ;,  or  has  burst  into  the  peritoneum,  a  result  always  mor- 
tal. Its  safest  egress  is  through  the  abdominal  integuments  ;  this  mode 
we  should,  therefore,  seek  to  initiate  or  to  facilitate. 

More  cautious  practitioners  advise  that  we  should,  under  no  circum- 
stances, introduce  a  trocar,  or  lancet,  into  the  region  of  the  liver,  until  a 
14 
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decided  fulness  and  discoloration  of  the  skin  intimate  that  not  only  does 
the  hepatic  abscess  point  at  the  exact  place  indicated  by  these  physical 
signs,  but  that  adhesion  must  be  presumed  to  have  taken  place  between 
the  surface  of  the  liver  and  the  abdominal  walls.  And  if  such  be  in- 
deed the  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  operation. 
But  other  practitioners  advise  an  operation  when  there  is  no  local 
puffiness  or  discoloration,  provided  only  there  be  general  reasons  for  in- 
ferring that  there  is  an  abscess.  A  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Everard,  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Madras  Medical  Journal,  for  1840,  in  which 
the  deputy-inspector  "  thrust  a  trocar  into  the  liver,  through  the  epigas- 
trium, without  waiting  to  make  any  preparatory  operation  to  induce  adhe- 
sions between  the  parts."  The  patient,  a  soldier,  recovered.  Happy 
though  the  result  in  this  case  was,  we  do  not  consider  that  the  operation 
was  justified.  In  two  cases,  with  symptoms  considerably  similar,  the 
operation  was  performed,  and,  though  pus  was  evacuated,  and  though 
neither  any  blood  nor  matter  escaped  into  the  peritoneum,  death  ensued, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  several  other  abscesses  besides  the  one 
discharged. 

M.  Recamier  goes  more  cautiously  to  work  than  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed above.  He  first  introduces  a  canula  of  capillary  fineness,  and 
over  the  puncture  made  by  it  places  a  cupping-glass,  and  having  both 
determined  the  existence  and  site  of  the  abscess,  and  the  nature  of  its 
contents,  introduces  the  trocar. 

Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  recommends  to  incise  the  abdominal  muscles 
(over  an  hepatic  tumor)  down  to  the  peritoneum,  and  to  fill  the  incision 
with  lint.  This  will  provoke  inflammation,  by  which  the  peritoneum 
of  the  abdominal  wall  will  become  agglutinated  to  the  hepatic  perito- 
neum. The  abscess  is  then  to  be  left  to  discharge  itself.  Of  this  plan, 
Dr.  Budd  remarks  that  he  has  tried  it  twice,  "  but  with  very  unsatis- 
factory results."  For  our  own  part,  we  should  think  that  if  the  signs 
of  abscess  were  so  palpable  and  defined  as  to  induce  us  to  adopt  the 
above  method,  we  should  think  ourselves  quite  justified  in  going  further; 
we  should  at  least  have  recourse  to  Recamier's  mode  of  exploration  ; 
nor  can  we  see  any  propriety  in  leaving  to  break  of  its  own  accord  an 
abscess,  to  which  a  slight  puncture  with  a  lancet  or  trocar  would  give 
prompt  exit. 

The  locality  for  puncture  or  exploration  in  hepatic  abscess  is  just  un- 
der the  cartilages  of  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  ribs.  The  colon,  the 
stomach,  the  gall-bladder,  the  larger  hepatic  vessels,  and  the  diaphragm, 
are  thus  avoided.  When  the  abscess  is  in  the  convex  and  upper  part 
of  the  liver,  we  may  get  at  it  more  directly  by  perforating  in  the  inter- 
costal spaces,  and  consequently  transpiercing  the  diaphragm  ;  but  the 
objections  to  operating  there  are  clearly  and  concisely  stated  by  Dr. 
Murray — "  From  not  having  seen  any  patient  recover  where  the  matter 
was  evacuated  in  this  direction  (through  the  diaphragm) — from  finding 
that  the  action  of  the  fibres  of  the  diaphragm  impedes  the  free  discharge 
of  the  matter,  something  like  a  valve — from  observing  that  air  some- 
times enters  the  wound  when  made  there — and  from  considering  that 
the  opening  is  not  so  dependent  through  the  walls  of  the  thorax  as  when 
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made  through  the  abdominal  parietes — I  beg  to  recommend  the  latter 
mode  in  all  cases." 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  mode  of  exploring  and  puncturing  the 
liver,  but  we  must  again  state,  that  we  cannot  consider  that  the  mere 
probability  or  even  certainty  that  an  abscess  exists,  but  the  site  of 
which  is  undetermined,  justifies  the  introduction  of  the  trocar.  A  prac- 
titioner is  expected  not  to  be  rash ;  he  is  not  expected  to  be  omnis- 
cient. There  is  less  objection  to  Recamier's  exploratory  canula,  but 
even  the  use  of  it  is  a  matter  for  the  gravest  forethought. 

Before  concluding,  we  shall  just  observe,  that  even  after  hepatitis 
terminates  in  the  most  favorable  manner — namely,  in  resolution,  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  tumefaction  and  tenderness  remains,  with  bowels  more 
or  less  sluggish,  and  with  pale  stools.  I  have  found  that  the  most  suc- 
cessful, most  simple,  and  least  debilitating  treatment  of  these  sequelae, 
is  the  nitro-chloric  acid  pediluvium  or  semi-cupium,  nightly,  or  on  alternate 
nights.  If  the  pediluvium  alone  is  used,  then  so  much  of  the  two  acids, 
in  equal  quantities,  is  to  be  mixed  in  the  water  of  the  foot-pail  as  to 
give  it  a  decided  pungency,  and  to  cause  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  skin 
of  the  feet.  The  semi-cupium,  or  whole  bath  (for  this  also  may  be 
used),  must  be  milder.  They  may  be  taken  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
or  twenty  minutes.  Colchicum  will  also  be  found  an  efficient  medicine 
in  the  circumstances  described  above,  but  its  depressing  effect  is  a  great 
objection,  at  a  time  when  the  patient's  strength  is  already  greatly  impair- 
ed, and  his  appetite,  which  colchicum  weakens,  already  deficient.  Infu- 
sion of  taraxacum,  with  one  twelfth  of  a  grain  doses  of  potassio-tartrate 
of  antimony,  we  have  also  found  most  efficient  in  removing  irritation  of 
the  liver,  in  reducing  its  enlargement,  and  restoring  its  secretion. 

Hop. — The  hop  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  therapeutic  means 
which  we  owe  to  the  vegetable  kingdom.  It  has  this  peculiarity,  that 
in  any  case  in  which  it  is  indicated  as  a  bitter  tonic,  its  sedative  property 
forms  no  objection  to  its  use.  (Such  at  least  is  the  experience  of  the 
writer,  who  has  much  prescribed  it.)  Few  or  none  of  the  other  bitters 
admit  of  a  like  eulogy.  In  hyoscyamus  and  conium,  the  sedative  ingre- 
dient over-abounds,  or  is  too  powerful,  and  that  prevents  us  from  using 
them  as  tonics.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sedative  property  of  the  hop 
advantageously  modifies  its  tonic  property,  and  thus  enables  us  to  employ 
it  in  cases  in  which  quinine,  and  even  gentian,  from  wanting  such  a  cor- 
rective, prove  too  stimulant,  and  cannot  be  borne. 

In  France  the  hop  is  regarded  as  a  stimulant  tonic,  and  is  greatly 
prized  as  an  anti-strumous  means,  and  doubtless  with  reason.  It  is  also 
used  as  an  anti-scorbutic.  It  unquestionably  adds  to  the  salubrity  of  our 
ales  ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  dangerous  adulterations,  such  as  nux 
vomica,  are  sometimes  substituted  for  it. 

The  active  principle  of  the  hop  consists  of  a  bitter  extract  called  lu- 
puline.  It  is  not  very  energetic.  According  to  a  formula  of  Magendie; 
of  a  powder  consisting  of  two  parts  sugar,  and  one  part  lupuline,  doses  of 
from  three  to  eighteen  grains  may  be  taken  three  times  daily. 

Hyoscyamus  Niger. — This  is  also  a  valuable  agent  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  but  the  range  of  cases  in  which  it  is  useful  is  more  limited 
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than  that  of  the  bop.  On  the  other  hnnd,  it  suits  cases  in  which  the 
hop  would  be  inefficient.  These  are  cases  of  stomachic  irritability, 
whether  nervous  or  vascular,  in  which  a  pretty  powerful  direct  sedative 
effect  is  required.  The  hop  is,  in  such  circumstances,  too  feebly  seda- 
tive, besides  being  tonic  and  slightly  stimulant.  Opium  often  stimulates, 
instead  of  allaying  irritation  ;  and,  besides,  constipates  the  liver,  the  pan- 
creas, and  every  secretion  along  the  mucous  membrane,  and  suspends 
the  functions  of  the  motor  nerves  of  the  peristaltic  muscles,  and  is  hence 
ineligible.  Hyoscyamus  is,  to  a  great  extent,  and  in  most  cases,  free 
from  these  objections.  In  the  school  of  Giacomini,  hyoscyamus  is  reckon- 
ed among  hyposthenizing  cephalic  agents. 

Hypochondriasis. — It  is  usual  for  every  author,  in  treating  of  this  dis- 
ease, to  give,  or  (1  ought  rather  to  say)  to  attempt  to  give  a  catalogue  of 
its  symptoms,  psychical  and  physical  ;  but  this*  is  an  endless  as  it  is  a  use- 
less task.  Hypochondriasis,  at  different  times,  sometimes  at  one  time, 
simulates  the  characters  of  twenty  diseases  ;  so  that  the  singular  distinc- 
tion of  this  disease  among  all  other  maladies  is  to  have  no  distinctive 
traits  and  to  confound  the  symptoms  of  all  diseases  in  one.  In  the  diag- 
nosis, therefore,  of  hypochondriasis,  a  plan  is  to  be  pursued  different 
from  that  which  we  adopt  in  every  other  case.  It  is  usual  for  us  to 
define  what  other  diseases  are  ;  for,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  hav- 
ing peculiar  features,  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  It  being  impossible  to  say 
what  hypochondriasis  is  (for  in  turns,  or  at  once,  it  is  everything)  our 
only  course  is  to  define  what  it  is  not ;  and  this  is  the  method  we  pro- 
pose to  follow.  And  we  can  experimentally  assure  the  reader,  that,  in 
dealing  with  cases  of  hypochondriasis,  this  method  is  at  once  far  the 
simplest,  and  most  practical — at  once  facilitates  our  diagnosis,  and  gives 
a  sure  basis  to  it. 

We  shall  explain  our  meaning  by  a  very  obvious  and  easy  illustra- 
tion : — A  man  presents  himself  to  us  with  an  aspect  more  or  less  dolo- 
rous, but  with  no  unequivocal  marks  of  disease ;  possibly  with  an  appear- 
ance of  very  tolerable  health.  He  unfolds  his  case.  He  has  an  affec- 
tion of  the  heart.  You  inquire  the  symptoms.  He  enumerates  some 
of  them  with  considerable  accuracy.  You  question  him  closer.  "  How 
long  has  the  disease  lasted  ?"  "  Five  years."  "  And  your  sufferings 
have  been  severe  during  that  period  ?"  "  Very."  (You  say  to  your- 
self, sab  silentio,  "  a  somewhat  singular  case  this,  which  has  lasted 
severely  five  years!  ")  "  You  are  sometimes  breathless?  "  "  I  cannot 
say  I  am."  "  You  feel  difficulty  of  breathing,  or  palpitations,  when 
you  exert  yourself  or  walk  up  hill?"  "No!  I  feel  myself  the  better 
for  exercise."  (Singular  again  !)  You  feel  the  pulses  ;  they  are  not 
amiss ;  you  apply  the  stethoscope  to  the  cardiac  region.  There  is  no- 
thing to  justify  suspicion  of  structural  disease.  Perhaps  contractions 
more  or  less  languid,  more  or  less  rapid  ;  but  these  varieties  occur  in  a 
thousand  cases.  You  say  to  yourself,  "  this  man  has  no  heart-disease  ; " 
and  you  hold  some  further  conversation  with  him. 

The  stethoscopic  examination,  the  excitement  of  it,  and  the  talk 
about  his  disease  which  he  has  already  had,  having  warmed  and  quick- 
ened his  ideas,  the  patient  enlarges  his  discourse.    He  now  enumerates 
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symptoms  which  would  lead  you  to  suppose  acute  peritonitis.  You 
place  him  on  his  back  on  a  sofa.  He  bears  pressure  calmly,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  his  pulse  is  neither  hard  nor  rapid.  He  complains  of  feeble 
digestion,  and  want  of  appetite.  You  question  him  ;  you  find  he  makes 
four  meals  a-day  ;  eats  meat  at  breakfast  as  well  as  at  dinner,  and  proba- 
bly, in  addition  to  wine  and  beer,  takes  brandy  or  gin.  He  then  speaks 
of  a  spinal  affection.  You  cause  him  to  undress,  and  you  make  pres- 
sure deep  on  the  lateral  and  on  the  posterior  surfaces  of  the  vertebras. 
He  winces  occasionally  as  you  do  so ;  but  if  you  repeat  and  diversify 
the  order  of  pressure,  you  will  notice  that  the  tender  point  flits  from  the 
occiput  to  the  sacrum,  and  that  if  you  skilfully  manage  meanwhile  to 
absorb  his  attention,  by  some  racking  question  for  the  nonce,  you  may 
pinch  him  blue  without  his  uttering  a  complaint. 

He  thus  goes  on  enumerating  diseases,  or  the  symptoms  of  diseases, 
to  which  you  as  continuously  discern  him  to  have  no  claim,  and  you 
then  reason  thus: — "This  man  has  the  symptoms,  or  apparent  symp- 
toms, of  many  maladies,  yet  none  of  these  maladies  has  he  actually. 
What,  then,  is  the  anomalous  state  or  affection  that  makes  a  man  think 
and  feel  himself  a  victim  of  diseases  from  which  he  is  free  ?  It  is  hy- 
pochondriasis." 

Having  made  this  discovery — one  more  or  less  easy  in  different  cases 
— you  will  show  yourself  to  be  a  tyro  in  medicine,  and  to  be  scant  in- 
deed in  the  knowledge  of  morbid  man,  if  you  tell  the  patient  so.  1 
never  once  saw  good,  and  I  have  seen  harm,  come  from  that  course. 
For  the  truth  is,  hypochondriasis  is  a  real  disease,  as  much  as  ascites  or 
melancholia.  A  harp  may  be  out  of  tune,  though  none  of  its  strings 
are  broken.  The  patient  has,  indeed,  no  cardiac  or  spinal  affection,  nor 
dyspepsia,  at  least  of  the  ordinary  kind  ;  for  if  he  actually  had  one  or 
other  of  these,  his  case  would  be  no  longer  one  of  hypochondriasis.  His 
symptoms  and  despondency  would  be  explicable,  and  present  nothing 
surprising. 

Hypochondriasis,  however  induced  (and  into  its  origin  and  nature  we 
shall  presently  inquire),  is  a  multiform  derangement  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem in  all  its  divisions.  The  organic  and  sentient,  and  in  some  cases 
and  to  some  degree  the  motor  nerves,  are  affected  ;  but  it  is  in  the  two 
former  that  the  disease  chiefly  resides.  No  doubt  (as  we  shall  seek  to 
prove)  the  nervous  derangement  is  consequent  on  a  primary  one  of  the 
blood,  and  the  secreting  functions  ;  but  the  overt  phenomena  of  the  dis- 
ease are  chiefly  or  entirely  confined  to  the  nervous  system.  Morbid  sensi- 
bility (hyperesthesia)  is  the  character  of  the  affection.  As  in  some  cerebral 
states,  sound  and  light,  which  would  be  unremarked  in  the  sane  condition, 
are  perceived  with  a  painful  acuteness  ;  as  in  delirium  tremens,  the  patient's 
morbid  brain  and  fancy  coin  the  drapery  of  a  dressing  gown  into  the  most 
grotesque  or  hideous  phantasms,  and  improve  into  exquisite  melodies,  or 
exaggerate  into  thunder  tones,  the  rustling  of  his  bed-clothes  ;  so  hypo- 
chondriasis, by  a  like  preternatural  excitement  of  the  organic  and  sentient 
nerves,  exalts  into  morbid  sensations  the  simple  and  normal  actions  of 
the  various  viscera.  And,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the  organic  and  sen- 
tient nerves,  we  must  name  a  third  portion  of  the  nervous  system,  as 
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clearly  deranged,  in  function  at  least,  in  every  case  of  hypochondriasis 
— to  wit,  that  portion  of  the  cerebrum  in  which  thought,  whether  ma- 
terial or  immaterial,  resides,  acts  or  manifests  itself.  It  is  necessary  to 
suppose  this  last  complication.  It  is  necessary,  I  repeat,  to  suppose 
either  that  the  mind  is  affected  in  hypochondriasis,  or  what  is  the  same, 
that  it  is  no  longer  accurately  served  by  the  body  or  by  the  senses ;  no 
longer  receives  accurate  reports  from  these,  or  else  is  itself  no  longer  able 
accurately  to  judge  of  the  reports  received.  For  if  we  find  a  man  feel- 
ing or  fancying  himself  to  feel  symptoms  of  a  variety  of  diseases  which 
he  has  not,  and  anticipating  death  and  other  disasters  when  there  is  no 
occasion,  we  must  infer,  not  only  that  his  sentient  nervous  system  is  de- 
ranged, but  that  the  mind  is  so  in  some  degree  also  ;  since  it  has  lost  the 
power  of  discriminating  between  real  circumstances  of  pain  and  danger 
and  imaginary  ones,  and  suffers  equal  uneasiness  and  more  alarm  from  a 
fancied  heart-disease  than  from  a  real  one. 

It  has,  however,  occurred  to  me  that  there  is  another  point  of  view 
under  which,  at  least,  some  hypochondriacal  affections  may  be  regarded. 
I  refer  to  cases  in  which  the  mind,  though  unquestionably  sane,  is  yet 
deceived  as  to  the  site  of  painful  sensations,  and  in  which  the  body  is 
deceived  as  to  its  own  sensations.  The  cases  I  have  in  view  are  those 
in  which,  after  amputation  of  limbs,  patients  perceive,  or  seem  to  per- 
ceive, pains  in  parts  they  no  longer  possess.  Now  if  a  man  has  pseudo- 
sensations  in  regard  to  a  lost  limb,  he  may,  a  fortiori,  have  them  in  regard 
to  any  internal  organ. 

The  causes  of  the  hyperaesthetic  state  of  the  organic  and  sentient 
nerves,  in  hypochondriasis,  are  next  to  be  considered.  To  ascertain 
what  these,  in  general,  are,  we  have  but  to  notice  the  class  of  persons 
chiefly  prone  to  this  disease.  It  is  those  whom  habit,  accident,  or  neces- 
sity, render  sedentary,  and  inattentive  to  the  natural  laws  of  their  physical 
being.  Hypochondriasis  will  be  found  principally  to  choose  its  victims 
among  literary  men  (hence  it  is  sometimes  named  morbus  literatorum), 
musicians,  tailors,  shoemakers — men  who  breathe  long,  at  one  time,  un- 
changed air,  maintain  unchanged  positions  of  body,  follow  too  uniform 
occupations,  have  their  minds  filled  with  too  uniform  ideas.  All,  in  the 
physical  and  intellectual  life  of  such  men,  tends  to  stagnation  ;  and  in 
reality,  hypochondriasis  consists  of  an  undue  venosity  in  the  sanguineous 
systems  of  its  subjects,  along  with  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  conges- 
tion and  remora  in  the  portal  circulation  ;  in  the  circulation,  both  san- 
guineous and  biliary,  of  the  liver ;  and  in  a  deficiency  in  the  decar- 
bonizing function  of  the  organ  just  named,  and  of  the  lungs. — London 
Lancet. 


PUERPERAL  PERITONITIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  a  commission  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Im- 
provement held  by  Drs.  Storer,  Putnam  and  myself,  for  the  purpose  ot 
collecting  facts  and  making  a  report  concerning  the  puerperal  peritoni- 
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tis  which  has  recently  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  Boston  and  vicinity,  a 
number  of  facts  of  some  interest  have  been  collected. 

It  has  happened  now  and  then  that  the  number  has  been  asked  for, 
or  communicated  to  those  of  whom  others  have  been  sought.  A  conse- 
quence has  been,  perhaps  a  natural  one,  that  all  the  cases  referred  to 
have  been  put  to  my  credit.  Thus,  I  was  told  the  other  day  that  I 
had  attended  nineteen  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  and  that  they  all  had 
proved  fatal.  Another  person  gave  a  different  number,  with  the  same 
result,  &c.  &c.  A  medical  friend  told  me  to-day  that,  early  in  practice, 
he  had  a  case  of  fatal  child-bed  fever,  and  seeing  in  the  bills  of  mortality 
that  four  others  were  reported,  he  said  there  had  been  this  number,  to  a 
friend  professional  or  lay,  he  did  not  say  which.  The  first  thing  he  heard,  a 
day  or  two  after,  of  the  matter,  was,  that  he  had  lost  four  cases  of  child-bed 
fever — quite  enough,  as  he  then  thought,  to  kill  any  young  practitioner. 
There  is  no  purpose,  in  such  reports,  to  tell  lies,  or  to  injure  any  one.  It 
grows  out  of  careless  hearing  in  the  first  place,  and  secondly,  out  of 
that  most  natural  tendency  to  exaggeration,  which  so  often  gives  addi- 
tional interest  to  what  we  say.  A  sort  of  reputation  comes  of  it,  which 
cut  how  it  may,  gives  to  the  habit  a  currency  which  really  very  good 
people  are  not  wholly  unwilling  to  be  gratified  by. 

But  to  return  to  myself.  It  so  happens  that  I  have  not  had  a  single 
case  of  this  disease  in  my  practice,  and  so  have  lost  none.  Recoveries 
after  labor  in  my  walks,  have  been  quite  of  an  average  ease  and  rapidity. 
I  have  seen  in  consultation  some  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  and  this  more 
than  once,  but  have  in  no  instance  communicated  the  disease. 

This  statement  is  made  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  my  professional  breth- 
ren. I  may,  in  the  public,  and  professional  mind,  have  the  credit 
not  only  of  having  had  all  the  puerperal  fever,  but  all  the  midwifery 
practice  of  Boston  and  vicinity  ;  an  appropriation  of  the  public  confidence 
to  which,  however  desirable  it  may  seem,  I  have  not  the  least  claim. 
Nay,  if  I  have  not  had  more  midwifery  engagements  than  I  have  had 
of  the  fever  in  my  own  practice,  my  professional  relations  to  medicine 
of  late,  in  one  direction  at  least,  have  been  slight  indeed. 

The  report  referred  to  above  is  in  progress.  The  committee  have 
already  received  very  valuable  communications  concerning  its  objects, 
and  will  be,  I  am  sure,  greatly  obliged  for  further  facts.  On  a  few  points 
they  may  more  particularly  ask  information  : — 

1.  Has  erysipelas  existed  in  the  same  places,  at  the  same  time  with 
puerperal  fever  ? 

2.  Have  physicians  who  have  attended  erysipelas  had  cases  of  puer- 
peral fever  at  the  same  time,  or  near  to  it,  in  their  practice  ? 

3.  Has  the  disease  been  malignant,  or  has  it  been  light  ? 

4.  How  many  cases  have  occurred  in  the  business  of  any  one  physi- 
cian, and  what  has  been  the  mortality -among  them  ? 

5.  Have  measles  and  scarlet  fever  been  rife  ? 

6.  Has  the  fever  been  contagious,  and  to  what  degree  has  contagion 
been  active  ? 

7.  Have  consulted  physicians  communicated  the  disease  ? 

The  postscript  to  my  note,  Mr.  Editor,  may  be  more  important  than 
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the  note  itself.  If  so,  my  correction  of  an  error  of  facts,  in  the  beginning 
of  it.  may  have  a  value  which  otherwise  by  some  may  not  be  felt  to 
belong  to  it.  Very  truly  yours,  he. 

Boston,  April  29,  1849.  W.  Channing. 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  FOR  REVISING   THE  PHARM ACOPCEIA  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  Convention  for  revising  the  Pharmacopoeia,  which  met  in  Wash- 
ington  in  January,  1840,  adopted  the  following  resolutions: — 

"  1.  The  President  of  this  Convention  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1849,  issue  a  notice,  requesting  the  several  incorporated  State  medical 
societies,  the  incorporated  medical  colleges,  the  incorpi  rated  colleges  of 
physicians  and  surgeons,  and  the  incorporated  colleges  of  pharmacy, 
throughout  the  United  States,  to  elect  a  number  of  delegates,  not  exceed- 
ing three,  to  attend  a  general  convention,  to  be  held  at  Washington,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  1850. 

"  2.  The  several  incorporated  bodies,  thus  addressed,  shall  also  be  re- 
quested by  the  President  to  submit  the  Pharmacopoeia  to  a  careful  revi- 
sion, and  to  transmit  the  result  of  their  labors,  through  their  delegates,  or 
through  any  other  channel,  to  the  next  convention. 

"  3.  The  several  medical  and  pharmaceutical  bodies  shall  be  further 
requested  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Convention  the  names  and 
residences  of  their  respective  delegates,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  been 
appointed,  a  list  of  whom  shall  be  published,  under  his  authority,  for  the 
information  of  the  medical  public,  in  the  newspapers  and  medical  jour- 
nals, in  the  month  of  March,  1850. 

"  4.  In  the  event  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  act,  of  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  these  duties  shall  devolve  on  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident ;  and  should  the  Vice  President  also  be  prevented  from  serving, 
upon  the  Secretary  or  Assistant  Secretary,  the  latter  acting  in  the  event 
of  the  inability  of  the  former." 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolutions,  the  undersigned,  having 
been  informed  by  the  President  of  the  late  Convention,  Dr.  Lewis  Con- 
dict,  that  he  would  be  unable,  from  indisposition,  to  perform  the  duty 
assigned  to  him,  gives  notice  to  the  several  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
bodies  enumerated  in  the  first,  resolution,  that  a  Convention  for  revising 
the  National  Pharmacopoeia  will  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  1850.  The  undersigned  also  requests  of  the  seve- 
ral bodies  referred  to,  that  they  will  fulfil  the  wishes  of  the  Convention, 
as  set  forth  in  the  second  resolution  ;  and,  further,  that  they  will  trans- 
mit to  his  address,  on  or  before  the  first  of  March  next,  the  names  and 
residences  of  the  delegates  whom  they  may  appoint,  in  order  that  a  list 
of  them  may  be  published  as  directed  in  the  third  resolution. 

Geo.  B.  Wood,  M.D., 
Philadelphia,  May  I,  1849.       Vice  Pres.  of  the  Convention  o/1840. 


(  277  ) 


INVERTED  UTERUS. 

Read  before  the  Litchfield  (Conn  )  County  Medical  Society,  and  communicated  for  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1845,  Mrs.  H.,  aged  24  years,  was  delivered 
of  her  first  child.  The  labor  was  easy  and  natural.  The  placenta 
was  expelled,  without  interference,  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  birth 
of  the  child.  The  flow  was  rather  copious,  yet  not  enough  to  cause  any- 
alarming  depression  of  the  system.  She  was  very  comfortable  for  about 
fifteen  or  eighteen  hours  after  the  birth,  but  at  the  end  of  this  time,  pains 
of  unusual  severity  for  ".after-pains  "  (said  her  nurse),  came  on  and 
continued  with  great  frequency  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  they  sud- 
denly ceased,  leaving  the  patient  in  a  state  of  great  prostration.  Dr. 
Beardsley,  an  elderly  gentleman  of  the  profession,  was  called  in,  being  my- 
self at  the  moment  out  of  the  village.  On  my  arrival,  a  short  time  after 
the  call  of  Dr.  B.,  I  was  by  him  informed  of  her  symptoms,  and  his 
treatment,  as  follows  : — "  She  was  very  much  exhausted  ;  surface  cold, 
pale,  and  covered  with  a  profuse,  clammy  sweat  ;  a  constant  tendency 
to  faintness,  and  with  a  pulse  so  small  and  frequent  as  to  render  it  diffi- 
cult to  count  it.  I  gave  diffusible  stimulants,  and  employed  thoroughly- 
warm  stimulating  spirituous  embrocations  to  the  skin.  Slight  re-action 
came  on,  and  I  perceive  a  tumor  has  emerged  from  the  vulva  of  a  size 
one  third  larger  than  a  goose  egg,  having  an  uneven  surface,  consisting 
of  little  eminences  at  irregular  distances  from  each  other,  which  I  judged 
to  be  the  inverted  uterus."  We  made  an  effort  to  replace  the  organ. 
Carrying  my  hand  within  the  vagina,  after  having  carefully  inspected  the 
presenting  surface  which  I  found  to  be,  as  I  supposed,  the  womb  inverted, 
the  thumb  was  applied  to  the  fundus,  which  1  was  able  to  carry  within 
the  body  of  the  organ  at  least  two  inches.  When  at  this  point  it  met 
with  unconquerable  resistance,  and  produced  much  uneasiness  to  our  pa- 
tient. Our  efforts  were  suspended,  and  an  opportunity  allowed  for  rest 
Dr.  Beardsley  repeated  the  attempt  at  reduction  ;  but  nothing  permanent 
being  gained,  our  efforts  were  again  suspended. 

The  fore  part  of  the  following  day  Mrs.  H.  was  comfortable,  but  in 
the  afternoon  became  restless,  in  part,  doubtless,  from  retained  urine.  On 
being  raised  up,  she  experienced  increased  sensation  of  pressing  down, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  tumor  had  again  partially  protruded.  She 
being  returned  to  a  recumbent  posture,  the  tumor  was  pressed  from  its 
bearing  on  the  urethra,  and  the  bladder  was  relieved.  A  messenger  was 
despatched  to  New  Haven,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles,  who  returned  with 
Professor  Beers,  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  about  the 
commencement  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  case. 

I  continue  the  story  by  copying  from  a  letter  received  from  Dr.  Beers, 
who,  in  order  to  make  a  connected  history  of  the  case,  transcribes  a  por- 
tion of  a  letter  I  addressed  him,  which  transcript  I  have  given  in  sub- 
Stance  above.  The  Professor  writes  as  follows  : — "  The  foregoing  rela- 
tion of  this  case  was  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Hatch,  in  a  letter 
eight  months  after  its  occurring,  coming  down  to  the  time  when  my 
own  observations  commenced,  which  was  on  the  fifth  day  from  iier  ac- 
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couchement.  The  tumor  was  found  as  above  described  ;  its  size  was 
that  of  a  healthy,  well-contracted  uterus  a  week  after  delivery.  It  mani- 
fested the  elastic,  firm  feel  of  that  organ  ;  had  feeling,  but  was  not  highly 
sensitive  The  patient  bore  continued  and  forcible  pressure  with  but 
little  complaint.  The  abdomen  was  soft,  not  full.  The  uterus  could 
be  felt  when  firmly  pressed  up  above  the  pubis,  and  subsided  into  the 
vagina  when  the  pressure  was  removed.  There  was  no  doubt  of  its  be- 
ing a  case  of  complete  inversion  of  the  uterus.  The  comfortable  state 
of  the  patient — her  anxiety,  with  that  of  her  friends,  and  her  fortitude 
to  bear  any  operation  which  was  deemed  prudent,  induced  the  council, 
with  scarcely  any  expectation  of  success,  to  attempt  its  restoration  by 
mechanical  force,  carried  so  far  as  it  should  be  found  could  be  borne  with 
safety. 

"  For  this  purpose  two  instruments  were  procured,  with  smooth  turned 
heads  like  that  of  a  common  walking  cane,  the  largest  about  two  inches 
in  diameter,  and  the  other  of  about  half  that  size.  The  smaller  was 
most  used,  as  it  was  found  better  to  retain  its  place  on  the  tumor.  The 
head  of  the  staff  was  applied  to  the  centre  of  the  tumor,  which  was  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus  ;  moderate,  continued,  and  at  length  firm  pressure 
was  made  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  pelvis.  The  head  of  the 
instrument  was  indented  an  inch  or  more  into  the  tumor,  and  the  whole 
pressed  so  high  that  it  might  be  felt  above  or  even  with  the  pubis. 
The  inverted  fundus  and  body  of  the  organ  were  pressed  into  the  more 
soft  and  yielding  neck,  so  that  it  could  be  felt  as  in  parturition,  project- 
ing around  the  more  solid  part  of  the  tumor,  giving  flattering  hope  at  one 
time  of  ultimate  success.  This  was  continued  four  or  five  hours.  After 
its  removal  and  several  hours'  rest,  it  was  found  that  no  benefit  was  de- 
rived from  the  operation,  the  part  having  returned  to  the  same  state  as 
before  the  attempt." 

I  am  enabled  to  add,  that  Dr.  St.  John,  of  New  Milford,  was  of  the 
council  in  attendance  on  Mrs.  H.  His  accuracy  in  diagnosis  I  need  not 
speak  of  before  this  audience ;  and  he  authorizes  the  statements  here 
offered.  I  have  introduced  the  account  given  by  the  gentlemen  who 
saw  this  interesting  case,  that  its  true  nature  may  be  thus  thoroughly  es- 
tablished.   I  now  proceed  to  give  its  subsequent  history. 

The  convalescence  of  Mrs.  H.  was  slow,  but  in  four  or  five  weeks  she 
was  able  to  walk  across  her  room,  and  steadily  gaining  strength  there- 
after, was  soon  able  to  ride  out ;  but  ever,  when  in  an  erect  position,  she 
suffered  a  distressing  sense  of  dragging  weight  in  the  pelvic  region,  intimat- 
ing, as  she  thought,  the  necessity  of  taking  a  seat,  after  having  been  on 
her  feet  a  few  moments,  to  prevent  its  escape  from  the  vagina.  She 
often  spoke  of  the  tumor  as  not  sensibly  diminished  in  size,  and  occupy- 
ing a  very  low  position. 

Between  nine  and  ten  months  had  passed  in  this  way,  when  I  was 
informed  that  the  tumor  had  then  lately  so  changed  its  location  that  "she 
knew  not  what  had  become  of  it."  In  the  month  of  February,  1847, 
she  had  a  profuse  menstrual  flow,  the  first  considerable  evacuation  of  the 
kind  she  had  experienced  since  in  this  state  ;  and  in  March  a  second 
irruption,  still  more  abundant,  occurred,  from  which  she  became  conside- 
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rably  reduced.  Nothing  of  the  kind  recurred,  and  she  passed  the  fol- 
lowing spring  and  summer  seasons  in  good  health. 

Early  in  the  winter,  I  think  in  December  last,  I  was  applied  to  for 
my  opinion  as  to  the  question  of  her  pregnancy  ;  and  was  led  to  concur 
wit!)  the  patient  herself  in  the  belief  that  such  was  probably  her  condi- 
tion. No  examination  per  vaginam  was  had.  On  the  23d  of  May 
last,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Mrs.  H.  was  attacked  with  a  severe  chill,  and 
a  spontaneous  rupture  of  the  membranes  immediately  ensued.  Slight 
pains  came  on,  and  recurred  at  very  short  intervals  till  6  o'clock,  P.  M., 
when  she  was  delivered  of  a  boy  whose  weight  was  nine  pounds  six 
ounces.  Very  slight  pains  followed,  at  intervals  of  from  twenty  minutes 
to  two  hours.  There  being  no  considerable  haemorrhage,  I  patiently  but 
watchfully  waited,  while,  as  a  precaution,  perhaps  unnecessary,  I  intro- 
duced the  staff,  spoken  of  by  Professor  Beers,  by  the  side  of  the  cord 
within  the  uterus,  till  it  rested  gently  on  the  fundus  ;  nor  till  6  o'clock 
next  morning,  did  the  placenta  descend,  when  it  lodged  low  in  the  va- 
gina and  was  removed.  She  recovered  rapidly,  and  has  enjoyed  the 
best  of  health  since.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.D. 

Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Ct.,  April,  1848. 


CONJUNCTIVITIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Among  a  number  of  professional  scraps  and  notes  that  have 
accumulated  upon  my  hands,  I  find  the  following  Hindoo  remedy  for 
conjunctivitis,  which  I  brought  with  me  from  the  East  Indies.  From 
the  great  popularity  which  it  has  attained,  among  the  natives  in  southern 
India,  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  having  cured  thousands  in  that  country. 
Would  it  prove  of  equal  advantage  in  the  United  States?  This  needs  to 
be  seen.  I  remain,  yours  most  truly,      John  Dawson. 

Philadelphia,  30th  April,  1849. 

A  Hindoo  Remedy  for  Conjunctivitis. — Take  a  flat,  rusty  piece  of  iron, 
and  a  lump  of  alum  about  the  size  of  a  nutmeg.  The  alum  is  to  be 
melted  on  the  iron  over  a  lamp,  then  add  the  juice  of  half  a  small  lemon, 
or  a  little  juice,  rub  together  and  apply  to  the  lids  while  warm,  morning 
and  evening,  for  three  or  four  days. 

This  composition  is  apparently  the  citrate  of  iron  and  alumina. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   MAY  9,  1849. 


American  Medical  Association. — Since  the  Inst  number  of  the  Journal 
was  issued,  this  great.  American  medical  congress  has  been  in  session, 
accomplished  the   objects  contemplated,  and    the  representatives  have 
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returned  to  their  homes.  The  session  commenced  at  the  Lowell  Institute, 
on  Tuesday,  at  1 1  o'clock'.  We  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  unfavorable 
views  once  entertained  of  the  Association,  by  prominent  professional  gen- 
tlemen ;  but  those  who  are  most  familiar  with  its  brief  history,  its  progress, 
and  the  brilliant  prospects  shadowed  forth  in  the  future,  contemplate  with 
proud  satisfaction  and  delight  the  influences  which  it  is  calculated  to  exert 
on  the  medical  character  of  the  United  Slates.  With  regard  to  the  late 
annual  meeting,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  part  of  any  day's  transac- 
tions might  be  detailed,  of  more  interest  than  another.  Perhaps,  therefore, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  state  the  gratifying  fact,  that  harmony,  order  and 
good  fellowship  eminently  characterized  the  meeting.  There  was  an 
extraordinary  concentration  of  medical  talent  from  a  majority  of  all  the 
States  in  the  Union.  The  delegates  alone  numbered  upwards  of  450. 
The  South,  North  and  West,  with  a  representation  stretching  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  on  the  seacoast,  met  together  for  the  first  lime  in  the  metropolis 
of  frigid  New  England.  We  trust  that  the  distinguished  strangers 
present  discovered  that  our  hearts  were  not  as  hard  as  the  rocks  which  so 
much  astonish  travellers  among  us,  nor  as  cold  as  our  climate  might  indi- 
cate. On  Thursday  the  association  adjourned  from  the  Lowell  Institute 
to  the  State  House.  The  contrast  was  very  striking  between  that  elegant 
structure  and  the  noisy  locality  where  the  session  was  at  first  opened. 
There  were  presented  a  succession  of  important  communications  and 
papers,  from  various  sources  and  on  a  variety  of  topics.  During  the 
debates,  which  were  instructive  and  animated,  some  of  ihe  speakers  evinced 
a  dignity  of  manner  and  forensic  power  that  would  compare  favorably  with 
that  of  the  members  of  the  bar.  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  profound  gratifica- 
tion that  we  record  the  kind  and  respectful  intercourse  that  has  character- 
ized the  proceedings,  from  the  commencement  to  the  termination  of  the 
session.  Of  the  papers  communicated,  we  shall  hereafter  speak  more  fully, 
as  circumstances  and  convenience  render  expedient. 

Of  the  reception  of  the  delegates  by  the  faculty  of  Boston,  at  the  Revere 
House,  on  Wednesday  evening,  nothing  more  is  demanded  than  to  say  that 
the  impression  was  general  that  the  welcome  was  warm  from  the  heart. 
Some  of  the  addresses  on  that  memorable  occasion  were  admirable.  Those 
of  Drs.  Mitchell  of  Philadelphia,  Johnson  of  St.  Louis,  and  Bond  of  Balti- 
more, were  in  excellent  tasie  and  to  the  point.  Dr.  Bigelow  of  Boston, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Reception,  one  of  the  best  presiding  officers 
in  the  corps  medical,  was  particularly  happy  in  drawing  out  sentiments 
from  those  whom  all  were  delighted  to  hear. 

Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  was  elected  President  for  the  coming 
year,  and  the  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  May,  1850,  at  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Our  readers  have  probably  all  received,  through  the  extra  sheet  sent  them 
from  this  office,  a  more  minute  account  of  the  proceedings  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  session.  As  was  mentioned  in  last  week's  Journal,  it 
was  intended  to  forward  to  subscribers  a  daily  report  of  the  doings  of  the 
Association.  This  was  done  only  in  part,  it  being  found  impracticable 
fully  to  carry  out  the  proposed  plan.  As  the  report  sent  was  not  in  a  form 
to  preserve,  portions  of  it  will  be  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  Journal, 
that  permanent  record  may  be  made  of  the  more  important  doings  of  the 
Association.  We  this  week  insert  the  addresses  of  Dr.  Warren  of  Boston, 
and  Dr.  Stevens  of  New  York,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  as  furnished 
by  our  reporter,  and  some  of  the  resolutions  passed.    Dr.  Warren  remarked  • 
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To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Gentlemen: — The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  have  appointed  a 
commission,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  organ,  to  express  their 
gratification  at  your  arrival  in  this  city.  They  viewed  with  great  pleasure 
your  determination  to  convene  in  this  distant  region;  highly  estimating  as 
they  do  the  importance  of  bringing  together  the  experience  and  learning  of 
practical  physicians,  in  order,  by  an  union  of  opinion,  to  arrive  at  those 
improvements  which  are  the  great  objects  of  your  labors.  From  the  South, 
the  West,  the  Centre  and  the  East,  quitting  the  interesting  scenes  of  prac- 
tice and  devoting  yourselves  to  the  public  good,  vou  have  assembled  here 
for  the  great  purpose  of  improvement.  We  congratulate  you  on  your 
arrival:  we  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  public  on  your  presence  here, 
and  we  bid  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  shores  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Gentlemen,  by  a  harmonious  union  you  have  been  enabled  to  commence 
the  work  of  medical  improvement.  You  have  already  entered  on  the  paths 
which  lead  to  the  advancement  of  medical  education  and  of  hygiene — to 
the  purification  of  the  Materia  Medica,  and  to  valuable  contributions  to 
therapeutical  science.  By  a  continuance  of  the  same  harmony  of  action, 
you  may  have  >he  pleasure  of  seeing  the  labors  you  are  this  dav  to  resume, 
extend  their  influence  over  the  vast  country  between  the  great  Northern 
Lakes  and  the  Southern  Seas,  between  the  rocky  shores  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  the  golden  vallies  of  the  Pacific. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Alexander  H.  Stevens, 
of  New  York,  President  of  the  Association,  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
Delegates  and  Members  of  the  American  Medical  Association  : 

It  is  my  duty  to  declare  that  your  session  is  now  open.  As  I  look 
around  and  note  the  number  and  character  of  those  who  compose  this  body, 
and  mark  the  zeal  by  which  it  is  animated  in  the  philanthropic  cause, 
which,  from  the  remotest  part  of  our  wide-spread  country,  has  brought  here 
the  most  eminent  members  of  our  vocation,  I  feel  proud  of  my  profession, 
and  thank  God  that  I  too  am  a  physician. 

In  Divine  Providence,  our  gratitude  is  due  for  permitting  us  once  more 
to  assemble  in  order  to  consult  together  on  the  means  by  which  our  united 
efforts  may  best  advance  our  common  calling. 

Our  previous  meeting,  Gentlemen,  was  held  in  the  city  where  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution  was  first  put  into  operation  ;  the  second,  near  the  hall  from 
which  issued  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence;  and  the  third,  at 
the  base  of  the  monument  of  Washington.  Here  we  are  assembled  in  the 
land  colonized  by  Carver  and  by  Winthrop,  abounding  in  true  wealth 
beyond  even  the  golden  dreams  of  Cortez  and  Pizarro  :  not  in  material 
riches  alone,  but  in  all  riches  that  constitute  and  create  not  only  national 
wealth  but  national  greatness,  and  all  that  offer  the  surest  guarantees  of 
their  duration  and  increase. 

We  are  in  New  England — the  great  Normal  school  of  American  educa- 
tion. In  the  city  of  Boston,  its  ancient  capital,  the  focus  of  American 
enterprise,  the  native  city  of  Franklin,  the  last  residence  of  Bowditch. 
Here  lived  and  preached  and  wrote  the  American  Plutarch,  Cotton  Mather. 
Coming  down  to  later  times,  here  is  Faneuil  Hall,  and  the  Boston  Common, 
and  the  Old  South  meeting  house,  all  famous  in  our  revolutionary  annals. 
Near  at  hand  is  the  scene  of  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  and,  above  all,  here  is 
Bunker  Hill,  where  was  fought  the  first  great  battle  of  our  independence. 
A  noble  column,  immortalized  bv  American  eloquence,  commemorates  the 
event,  and  marks  the  spot  where  fell  the  revolutionary  leader — the  first 
Warren.    *       *       *  ^ 
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Since  the  last  meeting  of  this  association,  medical  societies  have  been 
formed  in  almost  all  of  the  States  in  which  they  had  not  previously  existed. 
In  New  York,  the  influence  of  medical  men,  derived  in  part  from  this  and 
other  associations,  has  rescued  city  and  State  hospitals  from  political  man- 
agement. Much  to  the  advantage  of  the  sick,  the  legislature  has  for  the 
first  time  published  the  transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Societies.    *  * 

The  present  age  is  peculiarly  an  age  of  associated  effort,  and  associated 
effort  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  genius  and  the  habits  of  our  people. 
This  congress  of  physicians  is  convened  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  federal 
and  republican  system  of  government.  If  I  rightly  appreciate  its  mission, 
it  is  to  accomplish  for  medicine  what  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution 
of  these  States  achieved  for  civil  and  religious  liberty — to  raise  it  to  its 
true  position,  remove  its  abuses,  restore  it  to  its  pristine  dignity,  and,  in 
fine,  to  bring  it  back  to  the  Hippocratic  order. 

If  I  do  not  err,  a  republic — and  above  all,  a  republic  where,  as  we 
believe,  human  life  has  its  highest  value — is,  in  many  respects,  best  adapted 
to  foster  and  develope  medical  science  and  medical  art  in  the  highest  per- 
fection. Medicine  looks  upon  man  in  reference  to  his  moral  and  physical 
condition.  This  is  in  accordance  with  our  republican  feelings.  More- 
over, in  a  monarchy,  where  exist  an  effeminate  court,  or  an  hereditary  aris- 
tocracy, or  military  nobility,  not  only  is  the  social  position  of  our  profession 
lowered,  but,  forgetting  its  true  objects,  it  is  tempted  to  pander  to  the  vices 
and  the  follies  of  the  great.  But  not  from  the  form  of  our  government 
alone  is  our  country  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  carrying  of  our  science  and 
our  art  to  their  highest  perfection  ;  we  are,  and  ever  have  been,  free  from 
many  usages  originating  in  the  dark  ages,  and  which  elsewhere  impede 
the  progress  of  medicine  and  lower  the  morality  of  the  members  of  the 
profession.  Our  physicians  here  are  not  obliged,  as  in  England,  to  resort 
to  indirect  modes  of  obtaining  remuneration  for  their  professional  visits. 
Our  medical  men,  moreover,  are  familiar  with  the  external  qualities  of 
medicines,  and  are  not,  as  in  England,  dependent  upon  apothecaries  for 
instruction  and  for  patronage.    *        *        *        *  * 

On  Friday,  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  day  previous,  the 
subject  of  medical  education,  reported  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  may 
be  found  on  the  last  page  of  to-day's  Journal. 

The  following  resolutions  were  also  passed,  together  with  the  usual 
votes  of  thanks. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bond,  of  Baltimore,  Resolved,  That  this  Association 
recommend  the  encouragement  of  private  medical  institutions,  strongly 
advising  that  dispensary  practice  be  made,  as  far  as  practicable,  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  means  of  instruction. 

Dr.  Evans,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following:  Whereas,  merit  should 
be  the  test  by  which  one  individual  is  preferred  to  another,  and  whereas 
the  places  of  profit  and  honor  in  our  profession  should  be  open  to  the  com- 
petition of  all,  in  order  that  the  best  selections  may  be  made  therefrom — 

Resolved,  That  trustees  and  others  exercising  the  office  of  appointing 
Professors  in  Medical  Schools  be  requested  to  adopt  the  system  of  concours, 
or  public  trials,  among  the  means  resorted  to  for  calling  out  the  talents  of 
the  profession,  and  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  applicants.  Adopted. 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  called  up  his  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
Dr.  Ware's  paper.    It  is  as  follows: 

Whereas,  a  document  prepared  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard 
University,  and  appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical  educa- 
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tion,  contains  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  limitation  of  the  courses  of  medi- 
cal instruction  in  the  schools  to  four  months;  and  whereas  this  document 
has  been  referred,  alon?  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical 
education,  to  the  publishing-  committee,  and,  if  it  be  not  mistaken  by  the 
public  as  a  representation  of  the  views  of  this  Association,  may  at  least 
have  the  effect  of  contradicting  those  views,  unless  they  are  properly  sup- 
ported, therefore 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare,  at  leisure,  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  and  arguments  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  courses  to  six  months,  and  that  the  statement  thus  pre- 
pared be  printed  in  the  forthcoming  volume  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Association. 

After  a  brief  discussion,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Drs.  Wood, 
Jackson,  and  Atlee,  all  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  as  the  committee. 
The  Association  adjourned,  sine  die,  on  Friday  evening. 


Surgery  in  Harvard  University. — Three  weeks  since,  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Hayward,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College, 
was  noticed  in  the  Journal,  and  to-day  we  are  enabled  to  announce  the 
appointment  of  his  successor.  The  Trustees  of  the  University  have 
selected  Dr.  Henry  Jr  Bigelow,  of  this  city,  to  fill  this  important  chair. 
Since  surgery  has  been  taught  in  New  England,  no  one  has  ever  come 
before  the  public,  as  one  of  its  professed  teachers,  so  young  in  years 
as  Dr.  Bigelow.  He  has  been  preceded  by  men  of  strong  powers  and 
matured  experience,  who  have  given  a  character  and  even  a  glory  to  the 
professional  name  of  Boston.  The  advantages  he  has  had  for  qualifying 
himself  for  the  eminent  position  to  which  he  has  been  elected,  the  genius 
he  has  manifested  for  imparting  instruction  in  that  particular  department 
of  medical  science,  together  with  his  well-known  readiness  and  tact  in 
the  manipulations  of  surgery,  justify  the  expectation  of  an  honorable  and 
useful  career  in  the  responsible  chair  offered  for  his  acceptance.  Wish- 
ing Dr.  Bigelow  a  long  life  of  health  and  distinguished  usefulness,  we 
congratulate  him  on  the  flattering  attention  he  has  received  by  this  nomi- 
nation, and  trust  that  future  chroniclers  will  refer  with  as  much  pleasure 
to  his  professorial  success,  as  we  do  now  to  his  appointment. 


Acid  Springs. — At  Alabama,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  a  peculiar  mineral 
water  flows  out  of  the  ground,  that  cannot  be  otherwise  than  interesting 
to  invalids  and  medical  men.  A  few  bottles  were  on  the  table  for  exa- 
mination, during  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
which  attracted  considerable  attention.  On  the  authority  of  Dr.  S.  P. 
White,  who  read  a  paper  on  the  Alabama  springs,  in  December  last,  before 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  water  is  deserving  of  imme- 
diate notice  from  high  places. — "  The  class  of  diseases  to  which  they  are 
more  particularly  adapted,"  he  says,  "  are  chronic  affections  of  the  di- 
gestive and  urinary  organs,  and  some  of  the  cutaneous  diseases,  chronic 
dyspepsia,  chronic  diarrhoea,  chronic  dysentery,  chronic  diuresis,  chronic 
cystitis,  diabetes,  cases  of  passive  hemorrhage,  such  as  purpura  hemor- 
rhagica;  and  the  colliquative  sweats  of  hectic  fever.  The  water  may 
be  also  used  with  advantage,  he  says,  in  cases  of  low  typhoid  fevers  ;  in 
convalescence  from  protracted  fevers,  to  excite  the  appetite  and  promote 
digestion;  in  diarrhoeas,  particularly  such  as  are  dependent  on  a  relaxed 
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or  ulcerated  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines.  In  calcu- 
lous affections,  or  lithiasis  attended  with  phosphatic  sediments,  it  is  the 
suitable  remedy,  being  preferable  to  muriatic  acid,  as  being  more  solvent, 
and  less  apt  by  continued  use  to  disorder  the  stomach.  In  febrile  disease* 
it  can  be  used,  properly  diluted,  as  a  refrigerant  to  diminish  thirst  and 
preternatural  heat.  In  skin  diseases — in  those  forms  of  dyspepsia  connected 
with  an  alkaline  condition  of  the  stomach,  in  pyrosis  or  water-brash,  it 
will  prove  better  than  hydrochloric  acid.  In  cases  of  colica  pictonmn, 
and  other  injurious  consequences  arising  from  the  action  of  lead,  this 
water  will  prove  to  be  an  admirable  antidote  ;  in  chronic  pharyngitis, 
laryngitis,  chronic  mucous  diarrhoea  and  humid  asthma,  chronic  ophthal- 
mia, as  a  gargle  in  ulcerated  sore  throats,  in  cases  of  salivation,  and  in 
leucorrhcca  and  gleet,  also  the  piles. 

Lever  Truss. — There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  new  modes  of  constructing 
trusses.  Twenty  years  ago  it  was  generally  conceded  that  inventors 
had  got  to  the  end  of  the  warp,  and  nothing  more  could  be  introduced 
that  would  supersede  the  last  invention  !  However,  human  ingenuiiy  is 
not  to  be  forestalled  in  that  manner;  and  from  that  period  to  this,  the 
patterns,  growing  better  all  the  while,  are  now  positively  almost  beyond 
enumeration.  Recently  an  entirely  new  thing,  never  before  fabricated  or 
even  suggested,  has  taken  us  by  surprise,  under  the  name  of  lever  truss. 
They  are  all  levers,  as  to  that  matter,  but  this  has  a  certain  long,  curved, 
brass  perineal  wire,  unlike  past  patterns.  Its  pads  are  singularly  con- 
structed, and,  best  of  all,  they  actually  work  quite  as  well  in  practice  as  in 
theory.  Being  manufactured  in  New  York,  very  cheaply,  with  the  avow- 
ed intention  of  fitting  the  price  to  the  purse  of  the  poorer  applicants,  the 
instrument  will  certainly  be  in  demand.  A  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  new  principle, 
and  that  circumstance  is  a  consideration,  as  the  Academy  would  not 
sanction  an  inferior  article. 


Dictionary  of  Dental  Science. — Within  the  recollection  of  even  young 
men.  dentistry  has  assumed  a  character  and  importance  which  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  operators  of  the  last  century.  It  now  has 
a  literature  as  well  as  science,  the  foundation  on  which  all  success  in  the 
manual  part  of  this  branch  of  surgery  depends.  Dentistry  has  become, 
not  only  exceedingly  respectable,  because  gentlemen  of  standing  in  the 
community  have  identified  themselves  with  its  practice,  but  such  marked 
advances  and  improvements  have  followed,  that  the  people  recognize  the 
claims  of  dental  operators,  and  willingly  accord  to  them  the  honors  due 
to  genius,  mechanical  skill,  and  scientific  attainments.  Writers  have  be- 
come quite  numerous  in  the  various  departments  of  dentistry.  Some  of 
them  treat  of  the  anatomy  of  the  mouth  ;  others  descant  on  the  diseases 
peculiar  to  that  region  ;  while  some,  with  an  ardor  that  never  becomes 
weary,  explain  the  processes  of  dentition.  Lastly,  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  teeth,  plate  work,  filling,  &c.  &c,  has  exercised  a  class  of  me- 
chanical minds  and  hands,  producing  extraordinary  results,  and  changing 
the  whole  system  of  old-school  dentistry  to  a  beautiful  and  truly  useful, 
and,  in  fact,  indispensable  profession. 

On  receiving  "  A  Dictionary  of  Dental  Science,  Biography,  Bibliography 
and  Medical  Terminology,  by  Chapin  A.  Harris,  M.D.,"  &c,  a  large  oc- 
tavo of  7S0  pages,  we  were  very  naturally  confirmed  in  the  idea  that  there 
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was  much  to  be  learned,  and  much,  too,  that  was  worth  learning-,  on  the 
subject  of  dentistry.  This  is  the  only  work  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  it  is 
presumed,  and  one  is  almost  tempted  to  believe  there  will  never  be  another, 
since  whatever  belongs  to  the  subject  is  here  brought  into  an  elaborate  al- 
phabetical arrangement,  as  convenient  as  could  be  desired  for  reference. 
Dr.  Harris,  the  laborious  author,  must  be  a  man  of  intense  industry  and 
activity,  to  bring  out  so  many  excellent  volumes  as  now  bear  his  name, 
and  which  are  unhesitatingly  received  by  the  dental  fraternity,  as  the 
latest  and  best  authority.  This  dictionary  is  a  valuable  reference  for  the 
medical  profession  also;  and  may  be  resorted  to  with  profit  in  regard  to  a 
variety  of  diseases  for  which  they  are  consulted.  It  is  creditable  to  this 
country  that  such  advances  have  been  here  made  in  operative  dentistry, 
and  that  the  best  books  extant,  explanatory  of  the  intricacies  of  the  art, 
and  perhaps,  also,  the  best  operators,  belong  to  the  United  States. 


Maternal  Management  of  Children. — This  is  no  ordinary  performance. 
It  contains  instructions  which  are  needed  in  the  responsible  office  of  rear- 
ing children,  beset  as  they  are  at  every  point,  from  the  day  of  birth,  by  the 
shafts  of  disease.  Thomas  Bull,  M.D.,  the  author,  appears  to  be  in  high 
repute  in  England,  for  the  service  he  has  rendered  in  the  production  of 
ihis  judiciously-written  volume.  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  furnished  an  American,  from  the  third  London  edition,  at  a 
price  which  allows  persons  in  very  humble  circumstances  to  have  a  copy. 
The  physical  mangement  of  children  in  health  and  disease  demands  intel- 
ligence which  is  far  from  being  universal  in  any  community.  How  me- 
lancholy and  vast  is  the  loss  of  infantile  life,  and  simply  for  the  want  of  a 
little  elementary  knowledge  of  the  way  of  doing  that  which  nature  de- 
mands for  the  preservation  of  young  children.  Mothers  will  be  especially 
benfited  by  the  study  of  this  excellent  book.  We  can  devise  no  readier 
method  of  having  it  reach  the  family  fire-side,  than  for  physicians  to  re- 
commend it  in  their  intercourse  with  families.  It  is  not  specially  de- 
signed for  the  study  of  medical  gentlemen  ;  the  sphere  of  its  influence  must 
be  in  the  nursery.  A  more  acceptable  present  could  not  be  made  to  a 
young  mother. 


Anaesthesia  in  Midwifery. — Messrs  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadel- 
phia, have  furnished  the  medical  public  with  a  volume  which  contains  the 
substance  of  the  several  essays,  written  at  different  times,  by  the  celebrated 
Professor  Simpson  of  Edinburgh.  Many  of  them  first  appeared  in  the 
medical  journals  of  that  city,  and  to  these  have  been  added  the  verbal 
statements  of  the  author  in  regard  to  anaesthetic  agents,  at  some  of 
the  medical  societies  of  the  city.  They  have  now  been  concentrated  in  a 
single  octavo,  of  248  pages,  under  the  title  of  "  Anaesthesia,  or  the  em- 
ployment of  Chloroform  and  Ether,  in  Surgery,  Midwifery,  &c,  by  J.  Y. 
Simpson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  &c."  As  the  various  essays  and  communications 
which  go  to  make  up  this  work,  were  noticed  at  the  period  of  their  ap- 
pearance, it  would  be  a  waste  of  words  to  dwell  on  any  of  them  now. 
Professor  Simpson  is  regarded  as  authority  not  to  be  questioned,  and  an 
embodiment,  therefore,  of  his  experience,  opinions  and  suggestions,  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  well  received.  The  advantage  to  be  realized  from 
this  publication,  is  that  of  having  the  whole  matter  brought  under  the  eye 
in  a  single  book. 
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Letters  on  Cholera. — A  series  of  letters,  that  first  appeared  in  the  Stand- 
ard and  Reformer,  at  Knoxville,  Term.,  on  the  cholera,  and  approvingly 
noticed  in  this  Journal,  are  collected  and  published  within  covers,  and  dedi- 
cated to  H.  V.  M.  Miller,  M.D.,  one  of  the  faculty  of  Memphis  Medical 
College.  The  author,  a  man  of  strong  powers,  is  Frank  A.  Ramsey,  M.D., 
a  professor  in  the  same  institution.  There  are  six  letters,  embracing  all 
that  could  be  gathered,  by  a  person  of  great  industry  and  intelligence,  in  re- 
gard to  that  disease. 


Delegates  to  the  late  Medical  Meeting. — From  the  printed  document 
which  was  prepared  with  a  great  deal  of  care  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  we  gather  the  following  facts  respecting  the  delegates.  The 
whole  number  reported  to  the  Secretary  by  the  various  Schools,  Societies, 
&c,  in  the  country,  in  season  to  be  entered  in  the  printed  list,  was  6-10.  As 
already  mentioned  in  our  report  of  the  proceedings,  the  number  actually 
present  was  about  450.  The  printed  list,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of 
returns,  does  not  show  this  number  to  be  present ;  but  probably  the  pro- 
portion of  the  latter  to  the  number  appointed  may  be  correctly  ascertained 
by  the  following  statement  obtained  from  that  list.  In  the  State  of  Maine, 
there  were  3  appointed,  all  present ;  New  Hampshire,  41,  present  30  ;  Ver- 
mont, 71,  present  26  ;  Massachusetts,  153,  present  124  ;  Rhode  Island,  13, 
present  12;  Connecticut,  42,  present  24;  New  York,  89,  present  49; 
Pennsylvania,  45,  present  28;  New  Jersey,  4,  present  2;  Delaware,  11, 
present  4;  Maryland,  74,  present  10  ;  District  of  Columbia,  2,  present  0  ; 
Virginia,  25,  present  5;  South  Carolina,  22,  present  6  ;  Georgia,  9,  present 
4;  Alabama,  16,  present  5  ;  Ohio,  9,  present  2  ;  Illinois,  6,  present  0  ;  In- 
diana, 3,  present  2;  Iowa,  1,  present  1. 


Treatment  of  Hemorrhage  after  the  Extraction  of  Teeth. — We  are  ad- 
vised by  practical  writers  to  use  in  such  a  case  divers  astringent  gargles, 
plugging  the  socket  with  lint,  dipped  in  alum  lotion,  or  with  putty,  or  even 
to  replace  the  tooth  itself.  A  Dr.  Soirac,  of  Paris,  has  lately  succeeded  in 
arresting  such  haemorrhage,  which  happened  thirty-six  hours  after  the 
operation,  by  filling  the  socket  with  wax,  and  slightly  compressing  it. 
This  simple  method  is  rather  less  complicated  than  the  means  which  M. 
Roux  was  on  the  eve  of  using  in  an  analogous  case.  He  was  preparing  to 
tie  the  carotid  for  a  haemorrhage  of  this  description  !  but  the  patient  refused 
to  submit,  and  left  the  hospital.  M.  Cloquet  once  succeeded  in  arresting 
the  loss  of  blood  after  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  by  placing  in  the  socket 
a  piece  of  gentian  root,  cut  into  the  shape  of  the  tooth  ;  this  kind  of  stop- 
per, by  swelling  up,  effected  sufficient  pressure  on  the  vessels  to  arrest 
all  haemorrhage.  Collodion  would  doubtless  prove  a  valuable  agent  for 
the  same  purpose. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Graduates,  1849. — The  number  of  graduates  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  190;  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  New  York,  39  ;  Harvard  University,  25 ;  Medical 
Department  University  of  the  city  of  New  York  134  ;  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  188;  Medical  Department  Pennsylvania  College,  36;  Philadel- 
phia College  of  Medicine,  21  ;  University  of  Maryland,  64  ;  Medical  Col- 
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lege  of  Georgia  (Augusta),  36;  Medical  Department  Transylvania  Col- 
lege (Lexington),  46  ;  Medical  Department  University  of  Louisville,  81; 
Medical  College  of  Ohio  (Cincinnati),  50  ;  Rush  Medical  College  (Chi- 
cago), 18;  Medical  Department  University  of  Missouri  (St.  Louis),  38; 
Starling  Medical  College  (Columbus,  0.),  50.—  Medical  News. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Foote,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  accepted  the 
appointment  of  Charge  d 'Affairs  to  Bogota. — A  mob  spirit  has  been  threat- 
ening the  destruction  of  the  Quaker  lunatic  asylum  at  Frankford,  Penn. 
It  grew  out  of  the  H  inch  man  case — a  sane  man  having  been  boxed  up  so 
that  his  temporal  affairs  might  be  managed  by  some  one  else.- — A  board  of 
medical  officers  of  the  army  has  been  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
(Drs.  Wheaton,  De  Camp  and  M'Lauren),  to  select  a  site  for  a  marine 
hospital  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. — Green  tea  is  represented  to  have  been 
forbidden  during  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera,  somewhere  South. — Dr. 
Dunlap,  Postmaster  of  Indianapolis,  has  been  removed. — Dr.  McNabb, 
who  was  held  to  bail  in  $3000  to  appear  at  court,  at  Amherst,  N.  H.,  on 
the  charge  of  causing  the  death  of  a  female,  did  not  appear — he  is  said  to 
have  gone  to  California. — Measles  is  still  exceedingly  prevalent  in  the 
northern  part  of  Vermont,  but  not  very  fatal. —  Dr.  J.  Hope,  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  has  been  fighting  a  duel. — A  death  has  just  been  announced  at 
Cincinnati,  by  chloroform,  administered  by  a  physician,  who  was  to  have 
performed  an  operation. — The  annual  cost  of  maintaining  criminals  in  the 
gaols  of  England  is  upwards  of  £400,000. — The  Scottish  Temperance 
Review  calculates  that  Dundee  spends  yearly  on  drink  about  £200,000 ; 
while  £7000  will  more  than  cover  its  expenditure  for  all  religious,  educa- 
tional, and  benevolent  objects  put  together. — The  Positivo  of  Rome  states 
that  the  prisons  of  the  holy  office  have  been  visited  by  the  authorities,  and 
the  prisoners  set  at  liberty.  Among  them  was  a  bishop  of  Egypt,  con- 
demned under  Leo  XII.,  whose  legs  were  nearly  paralyzed  from  the  length 
of  his  confinement. — The  cholera  in  Glasgow  has  destroyed  1900 
persons  since  the  11th  November  last,  out  of  a  total  number  of  about  5000 
cases. 


To  Correspondents. — A  communication  from  Dr.  M.  L.  North,  and  one  from  S.  R.,  have 
been  received. 


Married, — In  New  York,  Dr.  R.  A.  Cameron  to  Miss  J.  A  Porter. — Henry  Sargent,  M.D., 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  D.  Whitney.— At  Wayland,  Mass.,  Ira  Perry,  MD.,  of  East 
Weymouth,  to  Miss  Joanna  Bullard,  of  Wayland. — In  Abington,  Mass.,  Dr.  Charles  A.  King,  of 
A.,  to  Miss  Anna  H.  Shaw,  of  Carver. 


Died, — At  Roseville,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Cyrus  Perkins,  M.D.,  formerly  Professor  of  Anato- 
my and  Surgery  at  Dartmouth  College,  N.  H.,  70. — At  New  York,  by  dividing  the  femoral  artery 
with  a  razor,  voluntarily,  Dr.  Charles  G.  Chapman. — At  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Joseph  Hubbard  Graves, 
M.D.,  29. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  May  5th,  83. — Males,  49 — females,  34. — 
Of  consumption.  4 — measles,  8 — scarlet  fever,  5— typhus  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  1 — slow  fever,  1  — 
erysipelas,  4 — debility,  6 — drowned,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — infantile,  4— -poison,  1 — inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — croup,  3 — convulsions,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — 
marasmus,  1 — congestion  of  the  lungs,  1 — dysentery,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — intemperance, 
1 — child-bed,  1 — cyanosis,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — dropsy,  1 — old  age,  1 — tumor,  1 — un- 
known, 1. 

Under  5  years,  40 — between  5  and  20  years,  11 — between  20  and  40  years,  20 — between  40 
and  60  years,  8 — over  GO  years,  4. 
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Report  on  Medical  Education. — Dr.  Stevens,  chairman  of  a  Special 
Committee  appointed  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, submitted  the  following  report  and  re>o!u  ions,  which  were 
adopted  :  — 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions  offered  by  the 
standing  committee  on  medical  education,  the  letter  of  Dr.  John  Watson, 
of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  &c,  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  several  documents  mentioned,  and  have 
agreed  to  recommend  to  the  association  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Association  reiterate  their  approval  of  the  reso- 
lutions, in  reference  to  medical  education,  adopted  by  the  Convention  which 
met  in  Philadelphia  in  May,  1847,  and  contained  in  pages  73  and  74  of 
the  published  proceedings  of  that  Convention. 

i2.  Resolved,  Tbat  the  attention  of  medical  colleges  be  again  directed  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  Preliminary  Education,  adopted  by 
the  Medical  Convention  of  1847,  and  that  they  be  advised  to  require  from 
the  students,  in  all  instances,  certificates  of  due  preliminary  acquirement 
prior  to  graduation. 

3.  Resolved,  That  physicians  generally,  throughout  the  Union,  be  ad- 
vised and  requested  to  require  of  those  wishing  to  become  their  pupils, 
evidence  of  a  proper  general  education,  before  admission  into  their  offices. 

4.  Resolved,  That  this  Association  does  not  sanction  or  recognize  "col- 
lege clinics  "  as  substitutes  for  hospital  clinical  instruction,  and  that  the 
medical  colleges  be  again  advised  to  insist,  in  all  instances  when  it  is 
practicable,  on  the  regular  attendance  of  their  pupils,  during  a  period  of  six 
months,  upon  the  treatment  of  patients  in  a  well-conducted  hospital,  or 
other  suitable  institution  devoted  to  the  reception  and  cure  of  the  sick. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  adopted  May  4th,  1S47,  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
to  the  physicians  of  those  States  in  which  State  Medical  Societies  do  not 
exist,  that  they  take  measures  to  organize  them  before  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  this  Association. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  State  Societies  be  recommended,  after  they  shall 
have  been  organized,  to  recognize  as  regular  practitioners  none  who  have 
not  obtained  a  degree  in  medicine,  or  a  license  from  some  regular  medical 
body,  obtained  after  due  examination. 

7.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  the  various  schools  of 
medicine  to  meet  at  Cincinnati  before  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association, 
and  present  a  plan  for  elevating  the  standard  of  practical  education. 


On  the  external  use  of  Iodine  in  Croup. — Dr.  Willige  speaks  of  having 
had  remarkable  success  in  the  treatment  of  urgent  cases  of  croup  by  the 
external  application  of  iodine  to  the  larynx  and  trachea.  He  recommends 
that  tincture  of  iodine  should  be  smeared  with  a  feather  over  the  front  part 
of  the  neck,  corresponding  to  the  larynx  and  trachea  and  their  immediate 
neighborhood ;  and  that  this  should  be  repeated  several  times,  with  inter- 
vals of  about  four  hours,  until  redness  and  irritation  of  the  skin  is  induced. 
In  most  cases  this  is  followed  by  subsidence  of  the  distress  of  breathing,  of 
the  spasms  of  the  glottis,  and  of  the  other  bad  symptoms.  He  mentions  the 
particulars  of  three  cases  in  which,  by  this  means,  he  succeeded  in  averting 
impending  death. — Lond.  Med.  Gaz. 
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SMALLPOX  AND  VACCINATION. 

A  Letter  from  Archibald  Welch,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut, 
to  M.  L.  North,  M.D.,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Your  report  of  the  discussion  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  smallpox 
and  varioloid  [see  page  109],  was  a  very  interesting  document.  It  is 
not  only  valuable  to  the  profession,  but  the  views  and  information  com- 
municated to  the  faculty  ought  to  be  read  by  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. That  smallpox,  and  its  accompanying  disease,  varioloid,  have 
been  within  the  last  few  years  alarmingly  on  the  increase,  is  too  well 
known  to  be  questioned.  The  causes  and  the  remedy  are  not  suffi- 
ciently understood  by  those  who  are  deeply  interested  in  this  matter. 

During  the  months  of  March  and  May,  1348,  thirteen  cases  of  small- 
pox and  varioloid  occurred  in  the  village  of  Wethersfield,  where  I  was 
then  in  practice.  Six  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Connecticut  State  Pri- 
son, the  medical  department  of  which  was  then  under  my  care.  The 
first  was  a  convict  who  had  never  been  vaccinated,  and  had  been  in 
prison  eight  years.  This  case  was  followed  by  five  of  varioloid,  more 
or  less  severe.  I  allude  to  these  facts  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the 
following,  which  go  to  disprove  the  popular  and  long  cherished  opinion 
that  the  protective  influence  of  the  vaccine  disease  is  eradicated  from 
the  system  in  a  few  years  after  vaccination.  As  soon  as  I  discovered 
that  one  of  the  convicts  had  smallpox,  I  vaccinated  all  in  the  institu- 
tion (to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred),  except  one  or  two  who  had 
previously  had  smallpox,  and  two  insane  convicts.  All  had  been  more 
or  less  exposed  to  the  disease,  but  nearly  all  of  them  had  been  vacci- 
nated. I  noted  the  name,  age,  and  time  of  vaccination  of  each  indi- 
vidual. The  time  which  had  elapsed  since  vaccination,  varied  from  two 
to  forty  years.  Those  who  had  been  vaccinated  thirty  and  forty  years 
ago,  were  no  more  susceptible  of  the  vaccine  disease  than  those  in  whom 
the  virus  had  been  inserted  within  the  last  five  or  ten  years — in  fact,  I 
could  discover  no  difference  in  regard  to  susceptibility  ;  from  which  I 
infer  that  the  degree  of  protection  which  the  system  receives  from  one 
vaccination  (whatever  the  amount  may  be)  is  retained  during  life.  That 
one  vaccination  will  effectually  protect  the  system,  in  all  cases,  against 
smallpox,  I  have  never  believed. 
15 
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In  1310, 1  was  vaccinated,  and  had  the  disease  in  a  genuine  form.  In 
1836,  for  the  first  time  after  my  vaccination,  I  had  a  case  of  severe 
confluent  smallpox  under  my  care.  I  then  re-vaccinated  myself,  and . 
suffered  as  much  from  the  local  inflammation,  and  from  fehrile  symptoms, 
as  in  the  first  instance.  Whenever  I  have  been  exposed  to  the  disease 
since  that  time,  I  have  re-vaccinated  myself,  until  the  susceptibility  to  re- 
ceive the  disease  is  entirely  eradicated. 

From  careful  observation  on  this  subject,  X  am  confident  that  re-vac- 
cination, repeated  until  no  impression  can  be  made  upon  the  system,  will 
effectually  and  certainly  prevent  the  smallpox.  1  am  aware  that  in 
consequence  of  recommending  re-vaccination,  we  render  ourselves  liable 
to  be  accused  of  being  influenced  by  motives  of  self-interest ;  but  while 
we  are  confident  that  this  is  the  only  safe  course,  is  it  not  our  duty  to 
enlighten  our  employers  on  this  important  subject,  and  thus  prepare  the 
way  to  exterminate  a  very  loathsome  and  dangerous  disease  ?  It  is  not 
only  important  that  we  should  urge  upon  our  friends  the  importance  of 
re-vaccination,  but  also  the  importance  of  having  it  performed  by  respon- 
sible persons,  and  in  no  instance  with  the  virus  of  a  second  vaccination. 

I  am  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

Hartford,  April  28,  1849.  Archibald  Welch. 


A  COMMON-SENSE  TALK  ABOUT  "  SHIP  FEVER." 

BY  A.  C.  CASTLE,  M.D.,  NEW  YORK. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

"  They  tell  us  that  good  fortune  and  evil  fortune 

Come  to  all  things  alike  in  this  world  of  time. 

Thou  seest  two  bricks  baked  together, 

Baked  from  the  same  clay  and  furnace ; 

One  shall  be  laid  on  the  top  of  a  minaret, 

And  the  other  at  the  bottom  of  a  well !" — Eastern  Poet. 


From  the  recent  unnecessary  alarm  propagated  with  regard  to  the  im- 
portation of  "  ship  fever,"  "  Asiatic  cholera,"  &c.  •fee. ;  and  it  having 
been  my  fortune,  during  my  peregrinations  over  a  large  surface  of  the 
earth,  to  witness  the  modus  operandi  of  emigrant  agents  in  Europe ;  and 
having  had  ocular  evidence  of  the  management  and  results  of  the 
gatherings  and  concentration  of  large  numbers  of  human  beings  on  ship 
board,  I  may,  perchance,  from  these  circumstances,  be  permitted  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  several  phenomena  which  I  conceive  to  be  the 
exciting  and  the  proximate  cause  of  "  ship  fever,"  in  whatever  form, 
shape  or  type  it  may  present  itself  or  be  named. 

The  numerous  arrivals,  during  the  last  two  years,  of  vessels  from 
European  ports,  laden  with  disease,  pestilential  human  misery  and  filth, 
have  naturally  enough  filled  the  philanthropic  heart  with  pain,  being  at 
the  same  time  the  source  of  much  concern  to  the  citizens  of  the  At- 
lantic "  ports  of  entry,"  as  well  as  a  fruitful  cause,  among  interested 
persons,  for  sounding  the  tocsin  of  alarm.  These  arrivals  have  been, 
indeed,  a  perfect  windfall  to  newspaper  paragraphists,  furnishing  them 
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with  materials  for  tales  of  horror,  and  deprecatory  remarks  upon  the 
whole  " :  system  "  (!)  of  emigration,  generally  accompanied,  however, 
with  an  apology  for  the  humanity  and  experience  of  Capt.  Glycypicross 
in  particular,  and  a  puff  general  for  the  splendid  arrangements  and  ac- 
commodations of  his  good  ship  "  Senectus  "  ! 

With  many  exceptions,  the  great  mass  of  "  steerage  passengers  "  are 
composed  of  the  poorest  and  worst  fed  of  the  various  European  pea- 
santry, and  worn  out  or  hapless  artizans  of  manufacturing  districts,  many 
of  whom,  by  asking  alms  or  stinting  themselves  of  a  portion  of  the  pit- 
tance from  their  daily  earnings,  scarcely  sufficient  to  purchase  for  them 
the  coarsest  food,  are,  at  last,  enabled  to  pay  the  amount  demanded  for  a 
passage  in  the  steerage  to  the  "  land  of  promise,"  America  !  and  to 
purchase  what  they  conceive  to  be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provision 
for  the  voyage — very  cheap,  and  consequently  very  indifferent  and  of 
very  doubtful  quality.  The  German  emigrant,  procures  dried  or  smoked 
sausage  meats,  made  and  prepared — from  what,  Heaven  and  the  manu- 
facturer of  them  alone  can  tell ;  which  with  the  other  dried  meats  that 
water  will  not  soften,  nor  any  known  natural  function  digest,  sour  bread, 
and  similarly  laid-in  "  luxuries,"  par  excellence,  make  up  their  prepara- 
tions for  crossing  the  Atlantic.  The  Irish  emigrant  provides  for  his 
"  inward  man  "  a  quantity  of  potatoes  and  a  small  net  to  boil  them  in 
(there  being  generally  fifteen  or  twenty  nets  employed  in  the  pot  at  the 
same  time).  The  more  affluent  add  to  these  some  smoked  herrings  or 
dried  cod-fish,  and  sometimes  a  ham  !  The  English  and  Scotch  arm 
themselves  with  oatmeal,  ship-biscuit,  and  bacon. 

The  "  runners  "  and  ship  agents  having  procured  a  cargo,  or  sufficient 
number  of  such-like  wretched  people,  by  placards  offering  fourteen  to 
sixteen  shillings  per  diem,  which  the  credulity  of  their  victims  believes 
to  be  shillings  sterling,  and  other  outrageously-false  promises,  and  the 
most  specious  exhibitions  of  the  advantages  to  be  attained  by  emigration 
to  the  United  States,  they  are  hurried  on  board  the  good  ship  "  Dread- 
naught,"  Capt.  Tukemin,  or  are  "  shipped  "  on  board  the  A  No.  1 
coppered  and  copper-fastened  barque  "  Somerset,"  Capt.  Carryall.  The 
ship  is  hauled  into  the  stream  (middle  of  the  river).  The  passengers  ! 
(Heaven  save  the  mark)  are  huddled  in  a  heap,  like  cattle  on  board  of 
an  Irish  steamboat  for  a  Liverpool  market.  A  line  is  made  fast  across 
the  vessel's  "  mid-ships,"  or  near  the  mainmast,  and  the  captain,  mate 
or  agent,  proceeds  to  call  the  roll  of  each  integral  portion  of  the  crowd- 
ed mass  of  human  beings,  in  order  to  ascertain  who  is  on  board,  and  if 
the  passage  money  be  paid,  and  to  assign  to  the  several  portions  of 
them,  their  berths — which  often  elicits  the  most  amusing  scenes. 

In  this  manner  are  two  or  three  hundred  human  beings  passed  down 
the  "  after  hatch  "  to  their  berths  between  decks.  These  berths  con- 
sist of  bunks  made  from  rough  or  second-hand  boards,  nailed  tempora- 
rily together  for  the  voyage  only — each  bunk  being  about  six  feet  long, 
three  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  high.  They  extend  the  whole,  length 
of  the  deck  in  two  tiers,  one  above  the  other,  and  facing  this  line  are  two 
corresponding  tiers.  Of  course  the  opposite  side  of  the  vessel  furnishes 
the  same  accommodations.   Between  these  double  rows  or  lines  of  berths, 
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beds,  &c,  are  the  avenues  or  passages  lo  permit  the  passing  from  the 
fore  to  the  after  part  of  the  deck,  and  vice  versa,  affording  a  space 
of  about  six  to  nine  feet  wide,  and  six  feet,  more  or  less,  high.  In 
these  passages  are  numerous  boxes,  bags,  and  mysterious-looking  vessels, 
which,  with  some,  answer  the  diversified  purposes  of  chamber,  cooking 
and  parlor  utensils.  Dangling  inside  the  berths  are  objects  which  re- 
semble ancient  Indian  relics,  adorned  with  hieroglyphic  carvings,  which 
upon  being  closely  inspected  by  the  curious,  are  found  to  consist  of  what 
once  had  been  tongues  or  hams,  which  with  chains  of  sausage  meat  bob 
out  of  the  berth,  at  every  lurch  of  the  ship  to  leeward.  Some  have 
their  provisions  locked  up  with  their  rags  of  clothing  ;  and  others,  to  se- 
cure their  provision  from  the  depredatory  attacks  of  midnight  marauders, 
secrete  them  (as  I  have  known  them  to  do)  away  between  their  bed- 
clothing,  such  as  it  is. 

Five  times  out  of  ten,  an  emigrant  ship,  leaving  port,  does  so  with  the 
evening's  tide,  either  enveloped  in  a  misty,  damp  atmosphere  or  in  a 
mizzling  rain.  The  passengers  are  kept  penned  on  deck,  exposed  to 
these  noxious  atmospheric  influences,  whilst  answering  to  their  names  ; 
and  if  they  are  not  "  wet  through,"  they  are  sufficiently  moistened  to 
render  them  not  only  uncomfortable,  but  wretched  and  miserable.  In 
this  plight,  they  are  unable,  even  when  they  possess  sufficient  clothing, 
to  exchange  their  damp  or  wet  clothes  for  dry  ones  ;  and  in  this  con- 
dition they  hang  and  lie  about  the  steerage,  until  all  the  passengers  are 
passed  down.  When  they  get  their  bedding  from  the  deck — referring, 
of  course,  to  the  very  many  who  ship  themselves  at  the  last  day  previous 
to  the  ship's  departure — their  bedding  all  damp  or  wet,  and  in  their 
own  damp  clothing,  they  "  turn  in  "  the  best  way  they  can.  Pros- 
trated, both  mentally  and  physically,  and  their  sufferings  made  still 
worse  by  the  moanings  of  maternal  solicitude,  and  the  crying  of  children, 
combined  with  sea-sick  wretchedness  (and  remember  that  this  scene  refers 
to  as  fine  a  ship  as  ever  graced  the  bosom  of  the  ocean)  the  wretched  com- 
pany pass  the  first  night  at  sea.  Each  passenger  is  now  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  about  seventy  cubic  feet  of  atmosphere,  which,  in  accordance  with  the 
experiment  made  upon  respiration  by  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  would  be 
exhausted  as  a  proper  healthy  medium  of  respiration  in  less  than  one 
hour.  In  addition  to  the  absorption  of  the  oxygen  and  elimination  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  from  the  lungs  during  respiration,  as  well  as  carbonic 
acid  from  the  pores  of  the  skin,  we  have  a  putrid  evaporation  from 
the  damp  filthy  clothing ;  combine  with  these,  the  putrid  exuvia  of  their 
unwashed  flesh,  for  more  than  half  of  the  passengers  arrive  at  their  port 
of  destination  in  the  same  clothing  in  which  they  embarked,  and  which 
have  not  even  for  a  single  moment  been  removed  from  their  bodies. 
Their  limited  quantity  of  drinking  water,  their  spiced,  salt  and  dried  food, 
the  numerous  vermin  covering  their  bodies,  not  only  must,  but  they  do, 
by  their  combined  influences,  produce  the  most  direful  effects  upon  the 
system,  -especially  the  whole  digestive  canal,  producing  such  a  revolution 
in  its  functions  as  almost  to  stop  their  action  altogether.  The  first 
symptom  presenting  itself  we  find  to  be  costiveness,  or  torpid  action 
of  the  bowels,  frequently  from  three  to  ten  days  passing  without  any 
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desire  for  defecation.  The  kidneys  are  similarly  affected  after  a  few 
days,  micturition  not  being  more  frequent  than  once  in  twenty-four  to 
thirty-six  hours.  By  this  sluggish  action  of  the  digestive  functions,  in* 
testo-sulphuretted  and  carburetted  gases  are  engendered,  with  ammoniacal 
exhalations  from  the  skin  ;  biliary  re-action  takes  place,  with  a  constant 
febrile  excitement,  cold  damp  skin  and  faecal  or  stercoraceous  odor  of  the 
breath,  superinducing  such  action  in  the  animal  economy  as  to  produce 
the  germ  or  the  proximate  cause  of  disease  itself,  upon  the  salient  points 
of  the  weakened  citadel,  which  require  but  the  slightest  re-action  for  an 
exciting  cause  in  the  production  of  the  milder  types  of  ship  fever  and 
ship  diarrhoeas. 

But  we  have  other  exciting  causes  of  great  and  overwhelming  po- 
tency, destructive  to  health  and  life,  in  which  re-action  does  not  take 
place;  wherein  the  system,  like  a  vessel,  tremulous  under  the  electric 
blast,  slowly  yields  to  the  fatal  shock,  till  at  length  with  a  heavy,  slug- 
gish plunge  she  disappears  forever  in  the  foaming  surge.  At  meridian 
or  at  sunset,  the  ship's  carpenter,  if  faithfully  performing  his  duty, 
"  sounds  the  pumps,"  and  reports  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  three,  five, 
or  seven  inches  of  water  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  the  well  of  the  pump. 
In  merchant  vessels  this  is  done,  perchance,  once  per  week,  or  after  en- 
countering a  gale  of  wind.  If  the  vessel  make  but  little  water,  it  is  con- 
sidered of  no  consequence  so  far  as  the  safety  of  the  vessel  or  damage 
likely  to  be  done  to  the  cargo  extend.  The  captain  may  possibly 
once  or  twice,  but  most  frequently  not  until  the  vessel  arrives  at  her  port 
of  destination,  order  the  "pump  brakes"  to  be  rigged  and  the  "bilge 
water  "  pumped  up — an  unctuous,  oily,  black,  thick,  muddy  water,  the 
stench  from  which  is  intolerable,  sometimes  emitting  simply  gaseous 
odors,  at  other  times  so  filthy  is  it  that  none  but  "  night-men  "  employ- 
ed to  empty  "  sinks  "  could  withstand  its  disgusting  fetor.  After  pump- 
ing till  the  pumps  have  "  sucked,"  i.  e.  drawn  air,  the  brakes  are  un- 
rksfed,  and  there  still  remain  some  two  or  three  inches  of  this  execra- 

BO  7 

ble  filth  in  the  ship's  bottom. 

It  will,  in  all  probability,  be  asked,  how  are  these  gases  and  filthy  wa- 
ters and  odors  collected  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  ?  The  question  is 
easily  answered  and  explained.  All  vessels,  to  a  certain  extent,  are  sub- 
ject to  leakage,  of  course  comparatively  small,  to  the  size  and  bulk  of 
the  craft — but  large  in  its  mischievous  effects  upon  health  and  t life.  A 
portion  of  this  water  is  absorbed  from  the  carburetted  muddy  fluid  ex- 
isting in  all  docks  in  which  ships  are  moored  ;  the  wood  not  only  becomes 
saturated  with  it,  but  ever  after  presents  a  basis,  upon  the  presence  of 
the  accidental  material,  for  a  new  regeneration  of  this  gas  ;  and  these 
materiel  are  constantly  presenting  all  the  essentials,  not  only  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this,  but  other  gases  equally  noxious  and  inimical  to  health 
and  life — such  as  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  carbonic  acid  gas.  These 
gases  are  mostly  produced  from  the  decomposition  and  new  combination 
of  collections  of  those  articles  on  board,  either  from  breakage,  leakage, 
or  portions  escaping  from  cargoes  in  bulk,  such  as  bituminous  coal  or  tar, 
pitch,  turpentine,  acids,  alkalies,  drugs,  barilla,  metals,  wines,  spirit, 
salt,  he.  he,  which  pass  into  the  ship's  bottom  between  the  "  casing" 
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and  the  "  sheathing."  In  connection  with,  and  adding  to  their  power  of 
decomposition,  is  the  electro-galvanic  action  of  the  ship's  copper  sheath- 
ing, and  the  iron  holts,  he.  in  the  wood  work.  Thus  is  hydrogen  gas  evolv- 
ed, which  combining  with  the  carbon  of  the  coal,  will  generate  a  large  quan- 
tity of  what  miners  term  "  fire  damp."  Other  chemical  decompositions 
produce  their  noxious  influences.  Add  to  these,  the  various  and  multi- 
tudinous spittings  of  food  upon  the  enclosed  and  confined  berth  deck,  the 
accidents  of  children  and  sea-sickness,  the  mouldering  of  provisions  and 
clothing  from  dampness,  the  thick  collected  and  encrusted  matter  on  the 
berth  deck,  all  putrefying  and  sending  forth  their  vicious  exhalations, 
with  no  outlets  but  the  three  (fore,  main  and  after)  "  hatchways,"  and 
the  wonder  is,  not  how  ships  become  sailing  pest  houses,  but  how  so  few 
are  affected,  and  how  so  many  ships  escape  disease  altogether.  As  to 
identifying  the  various  gases  or  atmospheres,  or  giving  them  name  and 
place,  it  would  almost  amount  to  an  impossibility.  Sufficient,  however, 
is  it  for  my  purpose  to  expose  their  nature  and  deleterious  effects  upon 
the  health  and  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  creatures  exposed  to  their 
influence. 

If  these  phenomena,  although  daily  demonstrated,  do  escape  the  un- 
observant or  unprepared  minds  of  seafaring  men,  while  engaged  in  the 
(to  them)  more  important  object  of  studying  the  abstract  meteorological 
phenomena  of  the  clouds  and  the  winds,  upon  the  ship's  course,  it  must 
strike  the  observant  and  philosophic  mind  that  to  these  several  combina- 
tions, in  connection  with  the  vitiation  of  the  system  and  the  deranged 
functions  of  the  whole  animal  economy,  we  must  look  for  the  exciting 
causes  of  the  several  diseases .  under  the  vague  nomenclature  of  "  ship 
fever,"  "  Asiatic  cholera,"  &c.  &tc.  Should  a  storm  overtake  the  vessel, 
requiring  the  closing  of  the  hatchways,  these  pent-up  poisons  immediately 
produce  their  effects  upon  the  "  battened  down  "  living  mass  of  human 
beings  ;  and  now,  when  the  system  requires  most  the  vis  vita  to  combat 
disease,  the  little  they  possess  is  utterly  destroyed  by  want  of  nourish- 
ment, for  in  eight  times  out  of  ten  the  vessel  "  ships  "  so  much  water 
or  spray  as  to  put  out  the  fire  by  which  the  steerage  passengers  cook 
their  food.  Or  if  the  fire  be  not  extinguished,  their  clothing  is  thoroughly 
wetted  whilst  attending  to  their  petite  culinary  preparations,  so  that  they 
are  either  compelled  to  descend  "below"  in  this  plight,  or  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  fire,  they,  to  the  best  of  their  abilities  and  appetites,  eat 
their  food  uncooked.  (I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  ever  yet,  under  such 
circumstances,  had  the  privilege  of  using  the  fire  in  the  ship's  caboose.) 
Disease  now  soon  makes  its  appearance  among  the  passengers,  more  par- 
ticularly amongst  the  children  and  the  aged,  they  quickly  becoming 
exhausted.  Application  is  then  made  to  the  captain  to  prescribe  for  the 
following  symptoms : — pallid  sunken  countenance,  with  a  dead  glassy  or 
a  wild  glaring  expression  of  the  eye ;  cold  perspiration  on  the  forehead, 
staggering  gait,  and  tremulous  limbs ;  intense  headache ;  pulse  small. 
Or  we  find  a  high  febrile  excitement,  tremors  of  the  muscles,  sickness  or 
nausea  at  the  stomach,  a  weak  but  bounding  pulse,  generally  intermit- 
tent about  every  third  beat.  The  constant  disinclination  to  go  to  stool 
at  sea,  produces  a  fixed  habit  of  torpor  of  the  bowels,  which  are,  as  it 
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were,  almost  hermetically  sealed  up.  If  these  symptoms  be  not  immedi- 
ately combated,  the  fever  and  prostration  are  increased,  re-action  takes 
place  upon  the  internal  organs,  and  congestions  and  diarrhoeas  supervene, 
with  chills,  or  the  debilitas  febrilis  and  colliquative  sweaty  exudations 
from  the  skin,  with  severe  burning  pains  in  the  head  and  in  the  region  of 
the  eye-balls.  In  children  and  old  people,  these  symptoms  speedily  ter- 
minate in  convulsions  or  violent  spasms,  and  death — the  post  mortem 
appearance  presenting  effects  very  similar  to  those  resulting  from  malig- 
nant cholera. 

Upon  the  first  symptoms  making  their  appearance,  a  dose  of  calomel 
and  jalap  and  an  injection  of  warm  sea-water  should  be  administered,  to 
evacuate  and  cleanse  the  prima  via,  followed  by  a  gentle  diaphoretic. 
Whatever  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  may  be,  and  notwithstanding  the 
apparent  necessity  in  many  cases  of  an  antiphlogistic  treatment,  the 
highly  important  fact  is  never  for  an  instant  to  be  lost  sight  of,  that  the 
system  at  all  hazards  must  be  supported.  We  have  the  proofs  that  ca- 
lomel and  opium  kills  them,  or  rather  that  they  die  under  its  exhibition. 
Wo  worse  results  could  possibly  take  place — to  use  a  sailor's  parlance — 
if  the  patient  were  treated  on  the  other  "  tack."  After  the  bowels  have 
been  cleared  of  their  vitiated  contents,  wine  sangaree,  diluted  brandy, 
beer  or  porter  possets,  may  be  given,  with  oatmeal  or  any  other  nourish- 
ing gruel ;  and  in  addition,  by  all  means  the  great  desideratum,  a  pure 
atmosphere.  When  diarrhoea  has  complicated  itself  with  the  feverish 
excitement,  or  prostration,  as  the  case  may  be,  one  or  two  doses,  at  most, 
of  castor  oil  should  be  administered  ;  after  which,  port  wine  sangaree 
spiced — beer  posset  well  diluted  and  moderately  spiced,  with  small  but 
repeated  doses  of  the  tincture  of  catechu  in  weak  gruel.  A  most  impor- 
tant auxiliary  to  these  treatments  is  a  sea-water  bath,  natural  temperature, 
after  which,  friction  with  sail  canvass  upon  the  skin.  With  these  indica- 
tions, cleanliness,  and  proper  sanitary  measures,  the  arrest  of  the  disease 
will  be  speedily  effected. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  proximate  causes  of  ship  diseases 
are  the  same  phenomena  as  superinduce  Asiatic  cholera,  typhus  fever, 
&c.  he,  viz. — the  non-electric  and  carbonized  state  of  the  blood,  caused 
by  the  inhalations  of  an  atmosphere  inimical  to  life — which  state,  if  the 
vitality  of  the  blood  be  not  destroyed  beyond  the  power  of  a  re-action  of 
its  stimulating  properties,  a  removal  from  the  spot,  i.  e.  the  steerage,  al- 
most certainly  cures.  Hence  we  find  few — if  any? — of  the  cabin 
passengers,  with  a  purer  atmosphere,  stern  windows  or  "  ports,"  bull's-eye 
port  holes  to  their  berths,  admitting  the  fresh  sea  breeze  into  their  clean 
state  rooms,  airing  and  refreshing  their  bedding,  with  a  fine  large  sky-light 
to  permit  the  egress  of  foul  air,  and  admitting  the  sun's  rays — an  impor- 
tant item  not  to  be  lost  sight  of — to  act  upon  and  stimulate  the  pores  of 
the  skin,  and  with  good  diet,  wines,  porter,  he.  he.  are  similarly  affect- 
ed. To  these,  and  the  large  square  gun  ports,  and  the  sanitary  discipline 
adopted,  are  the  crews  of  ships  of  war,  consisting  of  900  or  1000  men, 
indebted  for  their  immunity  from  disease  and  infection.  How  is  it  that 
ships,  sailing  eastward,  never  carry  into  European  ports  "ship  fever"  or 
u  Asiatic  cholera  "  ?    Because  the  few  beings  forming  the  crews  and  offi- 
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cers  have  ample  space,  atmosphere,  and  good  provisions  ;  and  they  are 
exposed  on  deck  every  other  four  hours,  with  proper  clothing;  and  if 
sickness  overtake  them  from  the  gases  of  the  bilge  water,  inhaled  when 
their  "  watch  "  is  below,  it  is  of  that  mild  type  that  readily  yields  to  simple 
treatment.  It  generally  happens  with  the  unfortunate  steerage  passen- 
gers— who,  broken-spirited  by  abject  poverty  and  gaunt  want,  humbled 
into  the  very  dust  by  ignorance  and  an  instinctive  sense  of  their  own 
degradation — that  they  are  fearful  of  applying  upon  the  first  appearance 
of  the  symptoms  which  I  have  shown  to  exist,  lest  they  receive  a  rebuff, 
or  from  a  more  amiable  trait  in  their  character,  that  of  giving  unnecessary 
trouble — hoping  that  the  symptoms  will  disappear,  from  their  being  merely 
temporary.  Thus  we  find  suddenly  some  morning,  that  the  captain  is 
called  upon  to  exercise  his  medical  skill  *  on  a  sick  passenger.  The 
captain  knows  that  opium  is  good  for  relieving  pain,  for  he  has  heard  so  ; 
and  that  calomel  is  excellent  for  a  sick  stomach,  for  he  has  taken  it  him- 
self for  its  cure,  and  the  pamphlet  in  the  medicine  chest  recommends  it ; 
so  he  combines  the  two,  and  gives  them  to  the  patient.  After  a  few 
hours,  he  finds  the  patient  more  feverish,  more  restless,  with  more  head- 
ache, and  vomiting  and  purging.  He  repeats  the  dose,  and  the  next 
messenger  informs  him  that  the  patient  is  in  a  state  of  collapse,  and  dying. 
H  Here 's  a  misfortune  !  "  exclaims  the  captain  :  "  We  shall  be  put  into 
quarantine,  and  be  detained,  God  knows  how  long !  We've  got  the  cho- 
lera on  board."  Echo,  with  a  hundred  tongues,  repeats,  "We've  got 
the  cholera  on  board."  Fortunately,  as  the  newspaper  paragraphist  has 
it,  the  captain  was  a  man  of  much  "  experience  "  !  being  one  of  our 
oldest  "salts,"  he  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  120  times — his  medical 
library  no  doubt  consisting  of  the  said  pamphlet  in  the  medicine  chest, 
and  a  newspaper  wrapper  stating  Townsend's  wonderful  cures  with  his 
sarsaparilla  ;  his  field  of  observation  and  experience,  generally  a  healthy 
crew  and  comfortable  cabin  passengers  on  the  wilderness  of  the  waters, 
within  the  field  of  his  telescope.  Another  passenger  sickens,  with  simi- 
lar symptoms  and  violent  spasms.  Nothing  is  so  good  for  the  cholera  as 
calomel  and  opium  ;  the  doses  are  repeated,  and  the  patient  dies.  An- 
other case — and  another — and  another  ;  and  "  the  cry  is  still  they  come." 
Calomel  and  opium  are  still  administered,  and  u  the  last  scene  of  this 
strange,  eventful  history  "  is  the  yawning  wave  upon  each  to-morrow, 
receiving  its  victim  to  "  experience  "  ! 

The  question  presenting  itself,  is,  how  is  this  to  be  prevented  ?  I  an- 
swer, by  philanthropists  taking  the  matter  in  hand,  and  constructing  emi- 
grant vessels  especially  for  the  accommodation,  comfort  and  health  of  the 
emigrant — so  constructed  that  a  free  ventilation  can  at  all  times  be 
secured  throughout  all  parts  of  the  vessel — especially  the  berth  deck,  or, 
as  it  is  termed,  the  steerage  ;  by  the  introduction  of  several  port  holes, 

*  One  of  our  most  respectable  sea  captains  and  highly  educated  gentlemen,  lately  sailing  from 
this  port,  Capt.  F.  A.  DePeyster,  formerly  of  the  packet  ship  Columbus,  but  now  Superintendent 
of  that  excellent  Institution,  "  The  Sailor's  Snug  Harbor,"  says  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Wheeler,  ocu- 
list, of  this  city,  "  Your  Balsam  of  Moscatelle  (the  Moscatel  wine  spiced). — I  feel  great  pleasure 
in  testifying  to  its  great  efficacy,  it  having  afforded  immediate  relief,  not  only  to  the  Count  D'- 
Otranto  and  myself,  but  also  to  several  of  my  crew,  who  were  violently  attacked  wilh  the  diarrhoea 
and  spasmodic  cholera."  In  all  probability,  had  Capt.  DePeyster  administered  calomel  and  opw 
urn  instead  of  tonics,  his  ship  would  have  arrived  with  the  cholera  or  ship  fever  on  board. 
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with  bow  and  stern  ports — "  hammock  nettings,"  if  not  for  the  stowage 
of  beds,  at  least  the  bed  clothing — the  berths  fixed  and  trellised,  so  that  a 
free  passage  of  air  can  be  transmitted  throughout  the  whole,  and  facilities 
secured  for  washing  the  decks  beneath  the  berths.  It  is  true  that  we 
have  funnels  and  tubes  in  some  of  our  magnificent  packets  !  so  construct- 
ed as  to  cause  a  draught  of  air  to  pass  between  the  casing  and  the  sheath- 
ing. To  the  emigrant  ship  these  funnels  and  tubes  should  be  added, 
with  bilge  pumps,  both  for  pumping  clean  water  into  the  bottom  of  the 
vessel,  and  pumping  out  the  last  drop  of  the  foul  water — for  with  a  con- 
taminating sink-pool  left,  it  would  be  the  same  as  a  house,  without  ven- 
tilation, built  on  a  filthy  ditch,  and  tenanted  by  two  or  three  hundred 
poor,  badly  fed,  impoverished  human  beings. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  suggestions,  without  entering  into  the 
detail,  of  what  might  be  done,  for  these  unfortunate  immigrants.  It  is 
not  our  province  to  speculate  upon  their  earthly  tribulations,  but  we  can 
raise  our  voice  against  every  worn-out  ship  or  cast-off  packet  being 
brought  to  this  "  base  purpose  at  last  "  —  hoping  that  we  thereby  may 
prevent  the  periodical  hue  and  cry  of  ignorance  and  interest,  that  "  the 
cholera  has  arrived  !  " 

JSew  York,  March  1,  1S49. 


CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — Whilst  looking  over  the  Journal  of  April  11th,  I  no- 
ticed an  account  of  some  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  by  A.  Stone, 
M.D.,  of  Auburn,  Mass.  This  account  reminded  me  of  some  cu- 
rious cases,  occurring  between  the  25th  of  December,  1847,  and  the 
middle  of  January,  1848,  in  which  the  same  diagnosis  was  made.  This 
and  the  expression  of  Dr.  S.,  "  that  we  should  repose  some  confidence 
in  liberal  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  administered  immediately 
on  the  development  of  the  disease,"  lead  me  to  the  following  sketch 
from  my  note-book,  which  I  had  intended  sending  you  at  the  time  the 
cases  occurred.  You  are  of  course  aware  that  the  spring  and  fall  ma- 
larial diseases  of  our  latitude,  call  often  for  the  liberalise  of  quinine; 
and  I  may  mention,  that  in  many  obscure  cases,  the  administration 
of  the  remedy  will  serve  as  a  touch-stone,  define  the  disease,  and  prove 
highly  beneficial. 

The  cases  of  which  I  speak,  were  three  in  number,  and  confined  to 
colored  servants.  Before  being  called  to  the  cases,  I  had  heard  of  sud- 
den deaths  from  perfectly  inexplicable  causes. 

Two  of  the  cases,  which  were  my  own,  occurred  in  colored  boys,  be- 
tween 14  and  18  years  of  age,  and  the  disease  in  both  commenced  with 
slight  chill  and  bilious  vomiting.  Unconsciousness  with  convulsions  soon 
supervened,  and  the  head  was  strongly  thrown  backwards,  with  great  tense- 
ness and  rigidity  of  the  posterior  cervical  muscles.  In  one  case,  and  whilst 
transferring  him  from  bed  to  a  warm  bath,  the  convulsions  were  ex- 
tremely violent,  and  the  tendency  to  opisthotonos  could  not  be  restrained 
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by  several  powerful  attendants.  The  bowels  were  very  costive,  and  the 
unconsciousness  in  one  case,  in  spite  of  the  most  energetic  treatment, 
lasted  for  three  days,  the  head  being  thrown  far  back  and  rigidly  retained 
in  that  position.  The  pulse  at  the  wrist  was  small,  the  heart's  action 
rapid  and  feeble,  extremities  cold  and  clammy,  and  when  answers  could 
be  obtained,  great  pain  complained  of  at  the  scrobiculus  cordis  and  nuchas. 

At  the  moment  of  seeing  the  first  case,  which  was  a  very  powerful 
boy  of  18,  thus  attacked  whilst  in  perfect  health,  hot  baths  were  pre- 
scribed, venesection  liberally  used,  and  calomel  in  full  doses.  The  con- 
vulsions ceased  for  a  time  under  this  treatment,  though  the  neck  remain- 
ed rigidly  fixed  ;  and  as  there  was  apparent  periodicity  in  their  returns, 
I  resolved  to  administer  large  doses  of  quinine,  in  which  resolution  I  was 
confirmed  by  my  friend  Dr.  Wotherspoon,  U.  S.  A.,  who  was  accustom- 
ed to  congestive  malarial  diseases.  The  constipation  was  extremely 
obstinate,  unyielding  to  enemata,  soap  suppositories,  and  even  the  long 
rectum  tube  of  O'Bierne.  Iced  bladders  were  applied  to  the  head, 
and  blisters,  from  the  nucha?  to  the  sacrum,  replaced  frictions  with  the 
hot  spirits  of  turpentine  and  sinapisms.  In  spite  of  the  energetic  treat- 
ment, the  convulsions  returned  with  periodicity,  and  the  head  seemed 
to  be  thrown  still  further  back  at  each  access.  The  quinine  was  there- 
fore solely  relied  upon  ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  elder  boy,  I  administered 
one  hundred  grains  of  the  sulphate,  with  a  goodly  quantum  of  capsicum, 
in  twelve  hours  ;  whilst  in  the  same  period  the  younger  took  eighty 
grains.  When  under  the  free  action  of  the  quinine,  as  indicated  by  the 
clammy  condition  of  skin,  which  it  produces  in  full  doses,  the  circulation 
became  freer  and  fuller,  and  the  rigidity  of  the  neck  yielded.  It  was 
requisite  to  revert  to  the  quinine  again  on  the  2d  and  3d  mornings,  as 
there  was  every  indication  of  a  return  of  the  alarming  symptoms  ;  the 
quantity  required  was,  however,  not  more  than  a  dose  of  fifteen  grains 
on  each  occasion.  In  both  cases  the  rigidity  of  the  neck  was  not  per- 
fectly relieved  for  several  days,  and  the  recovery  was  slow  and  doubtful. 

A  third  case,  which  I  saw  with  a  friend,  the  week  afterwards,  im- 
proved rapidly,  almost  marvellously,  under  scruple  doses  of  quinine. 
The  termination  of  this  case  was,  however,  fatal,  but  rather,  as  we  were 
led  to  believe,  from  the  improper  use  of  opiates  by  his  negro  nurse. 

Several  cases  were  said  to  have  occurred  during  the  same  month,  and 
were  fatal ;  in  fact,  two  cases  were  reported  to  me  as  having  died  in  the 
first  access. 

About  the  same  time,  I  saw  with  Dr.  Penn,  of  Bladensburg,  Mary- 
land, and  Prof.  May,  a  man  with  idiopathic  tetanus,  in  whom  there  was 
a  great  similarity  of  symptoms.  The  paroxysms  which  affected  all  the 
muscles  were  more  frequent  and  tetanic  in  character,  and  consciousness 
was  preserved.  From  many  points  of  resemblance  I  urged  the  free  use 
of  quinine  as  in  my  cases,  but  the  condition  of  the  stomach  was  such, 
that  no  internal  remedy  was  of  avail — there  was  constant  ejection  of 
matter  almost  like  that  of  vomito.  Letheon  alone  was  available,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  arresting  the  paroxysms  from  half  to  an  hour  and  a  half. 
This,  like  the  morphine,  already  used  in  immense  doses*  failed,  and  Dr. 
May  informed  me  that  he  died  after  a  protracted  struggle. 
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A  few  weeks  after  this,  Dr.  Wotherspoon  brought  me  from  the  Sur- 
geon General's  office,  U.  S.  A.,  an  extract  from  the  report  of  a  Surgeon 
stationed  at  a  western  post,  who  had  seen  an  unusual  number  of  congestive 
cases  at  the  same  period  : — "  These  followed  generally  an  attack  of  in- 
termittent, when  the  previous  symptoms  could  be  learned  from  the 
patient ;  but  too  often  they  were  brought  into  the  hospital  in  a  state  of 
insensibility,  or  convulsions,  from  which  they  often  never  roused.  And  a 
very  peculiar  symptom  attended  most  of  these  cases — a  stiffness  of  the 
neck,  which  caused  the  head  to  be  thrown  back,  and  the  convulsions 
were  of  a  decidedly  tetanic  character,  with  a  sickening  personal  odor, 
almost  intolerable.  In  all  cases,  where  these  symptoms  existed,  the  at- 
tack proved  fatal.  Mortality,  nine  out  of  eleven.  Treatment — depletion 
and  opium.  Bleeding  was  inadmissible,  as  generally  the  patient  became 
at  once  so  prostrated,  that  the  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt." 

I  was  unable  to  find  whether  quinine  had  been  used  in  these  cases. 
It  is  well  understood  in  our  region,  however,  that  it  is  the  only  remedy 
in  malarial  congestive  diseases,  and  must  be  used  at  once  and  decisively. 

I  would  refer  to  the  recent  work  of  Tardieu,  Pathologie  Medicale, 
Paris,  1848,  article  "  Fievre  Intermittente  pernicieuse."  He  describes 
almost  the  same  symptoms,  and  denominates  the  disease  as  the  meningic 
or  tetanic  form  of  the  fever.  The  treatment  is  quinine  and  in  large 
doses. 

During  the  last  winter,  influenza  was  epidemic  ;  and  at  the  suggestion 
of  some  army  friends  I  was  induced  to  use  the  same  remedy  freely. 
The  administration  of  fifteen  grains  at  the  onset,  would  relieve,  in  a 
single  night,  the  coryza,  headache,  and  unpleasant  febrile  condition. 
The  peculiarity  in  the  treatment  was,  that  if  not  given  on  the  first 
appearance  of  the  influenza,  the  remedy  was  of  much  less  avail. 

I  would  also  refer  to  the  various  papers  from  army  surgeons  in  regard 
to  the  benefits  derived  from  the  free  use  of  quinine  in  congestive  diseases. 

Truly  Yours, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  1st,  1849.  Rob't  King  Stone. 


AMERICAN   MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  ] 

This  body  assembled  in  Boston,  Tuesday,  May  1st,  and  closed  its  ses- 
sion on  Friday  evening  following.  It  was  composed  of  delegates  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  They  came  from  far  and  near,  and  in  numbers 
to  represent  character,  manners,  intellect  and  culture.  The  far  South, 
and  the  remoter  West — the  East  and  the  North — came  here  on  solemn 
pilgrimage,  in  behalf  of  good  science,  and  in  fair  union  and  open 
discussion  to  report  in  numbers  and  individually  the  progress  of  the  pro- 
fession the  year  past,  and  to  do  what  might  best  be  done  to  promote  its 
future  prosperity.  And  why  this  ?  Not  for  itself  alone,  nor  chiefly,  nor  for 
personal  interest,  or  professional  fame,  did  this  great  body  assemble  here, 
may  we  not  say  from  distant  lands,  to  consider  and  make  known  its  im- 
portant objects  and  plans.     There  were  elements  in  the  life  of  this 
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body,  and  which  gave  to  it  its  truest  and  highest  vitality,  which  were 
every  hour  recognized,  and  which  every  day  declared.  These  were 
the  public  relations  of  medicine — its  connections  with  society,  and  the 
individual,  and  in  what  way  its  duties,  proceeding  from  these  relations, 
could  he  best  accomplished. 

For  these  ends  committees,  composed  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  profes- 
sion, from  various  portions  of  the  country,  in  working  numbers,  and 
which  might  best  represent  the  whole,  made  elaborate  reports  on  what  had 
been  done  during  the  past  year  in  medicine,  and  on  measures  which  would 
best  promote  its  widest  interests.  These  reports  were  read  publicly  by 
the  chairmen  of  the  several  committees,  and  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  publication  to  be  printed  in  the  forth-coming  volume  of  the 
Association's  Transactions.  These  reports  are  of  great  value.  They 
relate  to  medical  literature,  to  science,  and  to  practice,  and  in  manner 
are  so  comprehensive,  and  still  in  such  detail,  as  to  give  important  infor- 
mation, and  so  form  a  most  useful  summary  of  what  the  medical  press 
has  done  for  the  past  year.  All  this  being  in  immediate  connection 
with  what  has  been  done  in  preceding  years,  presents  to  each  member 
of  the  Association  a  work  of  great  value  for  reference,  and  a  critical  notice 
of  the  worth  of  what  has  been  published  during  its  existence. 

The  report  on  Education  excited  much  interest.  It  was  a  masterly 
exhibition  of  the  claims  of  medicine  on  the  whole  mind  and  heart  of  the 
student,  what  medicine  is,  and  how  he  who  means  to  practise  it  may 
have  preparation,  the  best  preparation,  for  what  it  demands.  It  dwelt 
upon  the  time  which  such  a  profession  imperatively  requires,  in  view 
of  its  whole  responsibleness,  and  demanded  that  the  time  of  study 
should  be  sufficient  for  the  highest  culture.  A  question  of  great  interest 
was  the  length  of  time,  especially  of  lecture  terms,  which  would  best  secure 
such  culture.  The  public  interest  in  this  question  stood  out  in  bold  re- 
lief. To  add  two  months  to  the  present  lecture  terms  of  four,  making 
in  short  the  time  half  a  year  for  a  course  of  lectures,  was  at  once  to 
add  greatly  to  the  professor's  labors,  without  any  proposed  additional 
emolument.  It  was  also  greatly  to  increase  the  time  of  the  student's 
public  work.  But  you  saw  in  the  discussion  that  these  considerations 
had  no  undue  weight.  They  deserved  thought,  indeed,  and  were 
carefully  treated.  But  the  great  matter  of  deliberation  was  as  to  the 
practical  workings  of  the  addition  to  the  lecture  term.  It  was  quite  cu- 
rious here  to  observe  how  different  had  been  these  workings  in  different 
regions.  In  the  South  and  West,  where  the  trial  has  been  made,  it 
would  not  seem  that  the  success  had  been  great.  In  the  North  and 
East  the  experiment  has  not  been  made.  There  was  some  reason- 
ing offered  as  to  what  the  workings  might  be.  It  was  based  on 
what  actually  occurs  now  in  the  operation  of  the  four  months,  or  seven- 
teen weeks'  system.  It  is  this.  The  classes  begin  to  separate  before 
the  term  closes,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  seventeen  weeks  there  is  an 
obvious  diminution  of  numbers,  or  attendance,  or  of  both.  It  was  ob- 
served that  at  the  West  and  South,  where  the  term  has  been  lengthen- 
ed, the  same  thing  the  more  strikingly  occurs,  so  that  it  is  rather  a  formal 
than  a  real  increase  of  time,  those  mainly  remaining  who  are  candidates 
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for  degrees,  and  who  remain  because  of  the  inconvenience  and  expense  of 
going  home  and  returning  for  examination.  There  may  seem  to  be  an 
argument  for  lengthening  the  term,  even  if  many  leave  before  it  end. 
The  candidates  for  degrees  would  pretty  certainly  be  gainers,  and  it 
possibly  might  be  that  four  if  not  five  out  of  the  six  months  of  study 
would  be  appropriated  by  the  whole  class,  and  so  upon  the  whole  an 
important  addition  would  be  made  to  the  means  of  instruction. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  workings  of  the  lengthened  term  South  and  West, 
and  the  reasoning  concerning  its  probable  operation  East  and  North.  The 
defence  of  the  change  came  from  one  of  the  Middle  States.  These  are  the 
great  centres  of  medical  teaching.  The  schools  are  very  numerous,  the  fa- 
culties full  and  highly  respectable,  and  the  classes  very  large.  Every- 
thing would  seem  to  favor  the  trial  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  lecture 
term  in  these  large  medical  educational  communities,  and  the  result  of 
such  trial  might  have  an  important  influence  on  the  general  medical 
instruction.  From  the  animated  discussion,  and  from  the  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  subject,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  fair  experiment  will  be 
made,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  result  will  be  felt  by  the  whole 
profession.  None  who  attended  at  all  to  the  discussion  could  have  left  it 
with  any  other  feelings  than  those  of  sincere  pleasure  at  the  intellectual 
power  called  forth,  and  the  excellent  spirit  in  which  very  opposite  views 
were  presented.  It  was  obvious  that  the  highest  interest  of  the  profes* 
sion,  namely,  the  public  relations  of  the  plan  proposed,  gave  heart  and 
life  to  all  that  was  said,  and  to  what  was  proposed  and  adopted.  The 
further  consideration  of  the  changes  proposed  will  form  important  mat- 
ter for  future  meetings  of  the  Association.  Its  former  recommenda- 
tion of  the  lengthened  terms  remains  for  the  action  of  medical  schools. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  allusion  was  made  to  a  paper  commu- 
nicated by  Prof.  John  Ware,  of  Harvard  University,  to  the  committee 
on  education,  agreeably  to  a  request  made  by  the  committee  to  the 
medical  faculty  of  that  University,  on  the  subject  of  extending  lecture 
terms,  and  which  contained  the  opinions  of  the  faculty  on  that  point, 
which  paper  had  been  ordered  to  be  appended  to  the  report  on  educa- 
tion. Dr.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  called  up  a  resolution  which  he  had 
before  offered  on  the  subject  of  Dr.  Ware's  paper.    It  was  as  follows: 

"  W7hereas  a  document  prepared  by  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard 
University,  and  appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medical  edu- 
cation, contains  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  limitation  of  the  courses  of 
medical  instruction  in  the  schools  to  four  months  ;  and  whereas  this  docu- 
ment has  been  referred,  along  with  the  report  of  the  committee  on  medi- 
cal education,  to  the  publishing  committee,  and,  if  it  be  not  mistaken  by 
the  public  as  a  representation  of  the  views  of  this  Association,  may  at  least 
have  the  effect  of  contradicting  those  views,  unless  they  are  properly  sup- 
ported, therefore 

u  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare,  at  leisure,  a 
statement  of  the  facts  and  arguments  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor 
of  the  prolongation  of  the  courses  to  six  months,  and  that  the  statement 
thus  prepared  be  printed  in  the  forthcoming  volume  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  Association. 
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After  a  brief  discussion,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Drs.  Wood, 
Jackson  and  Atlee,  all  of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  as  the  com- 
mittee." 

It  has  been  thought  that  this  resolution,  as  it  is  to  appear  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Association,  will  bear  upon  it  the  endorsement  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. It  is  obvious  that  it  will  do  this  no  more  than  will  Dr.  Ware's 
paper,  which  we  have  seen  has  been  appended  to  the  report  on  educa- 
tion. They  simply  state  the  opinions  of  members  of  medical  faculties 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  and  for  which  the  Association  is  in 
no  sense  responsible. 

The  Association  held  its  meetings  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at  the 
Lowell  Institute,  by  invitation  of  the  Trustees  of  that  noble  and  munifi- 
cent endowment.  Was  it  not  a  grateful  recognition  of  the  importance 
of  the  object,  and  of  the  claims  of  the  Association  to  enlightened  regard, 
that  the  doors  of  this  Institute  should  have  been  so  freely  and  so  libe- 
rally opened  to  its  sessions  ?  Was  it  not  a  re-union  of  science  and  of 
objects,  in  which  the  spirit  and  the  act  of  the  author  of  the  Institute 
had  laid  its  permanent  foundations,  which  now  had  life  and  power,  and  for 
which  he  will  be  held  in  honored  and  everlasting  memory  ? 

The  House  of  Representatives  which  was  in  session  rose  on  Tuesday, 
and  gave  its  Hall  to  the  Association  for  the  two  last  days  of  its  session. 
It  was  fitting  that  a  meeting  of  such  men  for  such  purposes  should 
have  such  an  expression  of  the  public  regard  and  confidence,  and  that  the 
place  for  discussing  and  determining  the  most  important  questions  of 
public  policy,  should  receive  into  its  walls  the  conservators  of  the  public 
health. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  Association  was  received  by  Dr.  Hayward, 
and  by  Dr.  Homans.  Besides  these  reunions,  the  Association  was  re- 
ceived by  our  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  same  with  the  above,  an  act  of  hospitality  as  un- 
expected as  it  was  generous  and  gratifying.  In  a  vote  of  thanks  at  the 
close  of  the  session,  in  which  were  comprehended  the  various  sources 
of  gratification  and  interest  which  had  been  so  freely  opened  to  the  As- 
sociation, the  visit  to  the  University  had  distinct  place.  The  hospitality, 
the  ancient  and  present  hospitality  of  old  Harvard,  was  extended  to  the 
Association  after  a  manner  which  exited  its  special  remembrance.  They 
felt  deeply  grateful  that  they  had  stood  at  its  open  doors  and  been  wel- 
comed to  its  treasures  of  science  and  good  learning.  Their  visit  to  its 
halls  connected  their  mission  here  with  what  is  alike  venerable  for  its 
age,  and  important  for  its  daily  and  ever  present  agencies ;  and  drew  the 
links  of  that  chain,  the  commune  vinculum,  closer,  by  which  all  true 
science  binds  as  in  one,  all  those  who  are  sincerely  devoted  to  it,  and  to 
its  highest  interests. 

A  word  for  the  "  Revere  House."  The  session  there  was  wholly 
successful,  "  and  no  mistake."  Here  the  delegates  came  together,  and  in 
entire  freedom  passed  the  hours.  The  "  orders  of  the  day  "  were  not 
taken  from  the  table.  "  The  rules  "  were  all  suspended.  The  speak- 
er's "hammer"  fell  not  when  the  "ten  minutes"  were  up.  There 
were  no  calls  to  "  order,"  for  disorder  had  no  place  at  this  session.  Men 
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spoke  as  they  were  moved.  Not  by  inward  movement  either  did  they 
speak,  but  by  the  stronger  word  of  the  "  master  of  the  feast."  There 
was  not  a  chair  on  the  floor,  but  how  universal  the  good  cheer.  There 
was  indeed  a  forum,  a  modest  little  ottoman,  upon  which  those  were  to 
stand,  not  sit,  who  might  speak  to  the  great  auditory.  And  speak  they 
did.  His  Honor,  J.  P.  Bigelow,  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  a  very  appro- 
priate speech,  gave  the  welcome  of  the  city  to  the  delegates  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  courtesy  of  the  hour  next  called  upon  those  who  had 
come  the  farthest  to  the  great  business  of  the  Association.  We  had  the 
eloquence  of  the  South  full  and  earnest,  pouring  itself  generously  forth 
in  grateful  sense  of  the  good  time  that  had  come,  and  was  so  fast  flying 
away,  and  in  assurances  of  long  and  grateful  memory.  The  far  West 
took  the  platform,  and  spoke  its  firm  and  eloquent  word.  The  Middle 
States  were  fully  represented  there.  Gallantry  was  not  left  out  of  the  even- 
ing ;  and  one  said  that  at  last  he  had  learned  the  true  power  of  the 
North.  It  was  in  the  women.  Yes,  said  he,  in  the  women.  A  num- 
ber of  us,  he  continued,  got  into  an  omnibus,  and  in  that  omnibus  he 
had  learned  New  England's  power.  He  and  others  were  strangers. 
They  had  come  from  more  than  a  thousand  miles  off.  As  they  were 
driven  along,  they  asked  of  places,  houses,  he.  A  lady,  she  was  a  lady, 
said  he,  saw  that  we  were  strangers,  and  were  inquisitive  ones,  too,  and 
at  once  began  to  tell  us  all  we  most  wanted  to  know,  and  after  a  manner 
so  intelligible,  so  lady-like,  so  truly  grateful,  that  we  at  once  saw  the  whole 
secret  of  New  England  power.  "  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is,  in  the 
women." 

Do  not  say  that  such  recitals  are  beneath  the  dignity  of  Science. 
The  most  dignified  of  all  the  sciences  is  humanity,  and  its  expression 
cannot  but  be  ever  honored.  The  anecdote  gives  occasion  for  a  remark, 
which  shall  end  this  "  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  "  concerning  one 
of  the  most  important,  if  not  the  most  important,  meetings  ever  held  in 
our  city.  The  remark  is  this,  that  this  Association  had  its  great  interest, 
and  will  have  its  true  influence,  in  its  moral  poiver.  Men  of  large  cul- 
tivation, the  first  men  of  a  liberal  profession,  numbering  hundreds,  coming 
from  all  parts  of  a  great  Continent,  showed  how  widely  spread  are  the 
means  of  excellent  intellectual  and  moral  development.  They  showed 
how  worthy  of  our  reverence  was  a  nation,  so  simple  in  the  machinery 
of  its  government,  and  so  noiseless  in  its  movements,  that  you  hardly 
know  that  you  are  governed  at  all,  and  which  without  an  effort  almost, 
provides  daily  culture,  wherever  is  a  society  capable  of  cultivation. 
Above  all,  the  meeting  showed  how  harmonious  are  the  movements  of 
the  many  who  are  associated  for  important  purposes,  in  whom  courtesy 
and  wisdom  have  true  place,  and  in  whose  action  the  present  and  the  per- 
sonal divide  impartially  every  interest  with  the  coming  time.        W.  C. 

May  10th,  1849. 

The  following  extract  from  the  card  of  the  committee  of  arrangements 
will  show  just  how  the  time  of  the  Association  might  be  appropriated  in 
the  recess  of  its  sessions. 

"  The  Association  will  assemble  at  10  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  morning, 
May  1st. 
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"  On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  at  8|  o'clock,  the  members  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  house  of  Dr.  Warren,  No.  2  Park  street,  and  of  Dr.  Bige- 
low,  Summer  street,  opposite  Trinity  Church. 

"  On  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  a  collation  will  be  given  at  the  Re- 
vere House,  Bowdoin  square,  by  the  physicians  of  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen  will  receive  a  card  of  admission  to  this  collation,  with  their 
card  of  membership,  which  they  will  please  show  at  the  door.  They  will 
enter  at  the  side  door  on  Bulfinch  street. 

"  On  Thursday  evening,  at  8J  o'clock,  the  members  will  be  received 
at  the  houses  of  Dr.  Hay  ward,  16  Pemberton  square,  and  of  Dr.  Ho- 
mans,  Tremont,  corner  of  Winter  street. 

"  The  card  of  membership  will  entitle  gentlemen  to  admission  to  va- 
rious public  and  private  institutions,  as  expressed  on  the  card.  The 
following  directions  will  aid  them  in  finding  such  of  them  as  they  may 
desire  to  visit.  The  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  which  contains  the 
Warren  Museum,  is  in  North  Grove  street.  The  Hospital  is  near  it,  at 
the  corner  of  Blossom  and  Allen  streets  ;  entrance  on  Blossom  street. 
The  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  is  in  Bowdoin  square,  nearly  opposite  the 
Revere  House.  The  building  of  the  Natural  History  Society  is  in  Mason 
street,  which  runs  from  West  street,  parallel  to  Tremont  street,  near  the 
Common.  The  Museum  of  the  Society  for  Medical  Improvement  is 
at  No.  33  Tremont  Row.  The  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  are  in 
the  building  of  the  Savings  Bank,  on  the  northerly  side  of  Tremont 
street.  The  Boston  Museum  adjoins  the  Savings  Bank.  Faneuil  Hall 
fronts  on  Merchants'  Row,  which  may  be  entered  from  State  street. 
The  Latin  and  High  Schools  are  in  Bedford  street,  near  Washington. 
The  other  public  schools  are  distributed  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 
During  school  hours  members  can  obtain  admission  by  presenting  their 
card  to  any  of  the  teachers.  Harvard  University  stands  about  three 
miles  from  the  city,  in  Cambridge.  It  may  be  visited  on  Wednesday, 
from  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  1,  P.  M.  At  the  Library,  gentlemen  may 
obtain  directions  for  finding  the  various  objects  of  interest  connected 
with  the  institution.  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  is  about  a  mile  beyond 
the  University.  The  Cambridge  omnibuses  start  every  ten  minutes, 
from  Brattle  street,  passing  through  Court  street  and  Bowdoin  square. 
The  McLean  Asylum  for  the  Insane  is  in  Somerville.  The  State  Pri- 
son, Bunker  Hill  Monument,  and  the  Navy  Yard,  are  in  Charlestown. 
Omnibuses  run  several  times  in  the  hour  from  Brattle  street.  The  insti- 
tutions for  the  city  poor — the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  the  Asylum  for  the 
Blind,  are  in  South  Boston.  Omnibuses  run  several  times  an  hour  from 
Cornhill.  Hacks  and  cabs  may  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  Public 
carriages  are  distinguished  by  numbers,  and  each  driver  has  this  number 
on  his  cap.  The  regular  fare  is  25  cents  for  any  distance  within  the  city, 
and  one  dollar  by  the  hour.  For  all  expeditions  out  of  the  city,  a  regu- 
lar agreement  should  be  made  in  advance.  In  the  Merchants'  Exchange, 
on  the  South  side  of  State  street,  gentlemen  will  find  the  latest  papers 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The  Post  Office  is  in  the  basement  of  the 
same  building." 
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Boston  Medical  Association. — On  Monday,  of  last  week,  was  held  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  associated  physicians  of  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing-  a  Standing  Committee,  Secretary,  &c.  Rumor  says  there  was  a 
manifestation  of  the  fact  that  there  are  two  sides  to  every  question.  It  so 
happens  that  a  little  of  the  leaven  of  discord  occasionally  shows  itself  in 
places  where  it  should  be  excluded.  A  new  set  of  men  are  rapidly  ad- 
vancing upon  the  medical  stage,  who  are  restless  under  the  old  system  of 
discipline  which  has  prevailed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Not  having 
been  present  at  the  meeting,  it  is  not  possible  to  particularize,  but  it  has 
been  intimated  that  an  unusual  degree  of  warmth  characterized  the  occa- 
sion. Dr.  Buck  presided.  The  names  of  officers  would  have  been  given 
in  full,  had  they  been  furnished.    Dr.  Blake  was  elected  Secretary. 


Hartford  County  [Conn.)  Medical  Society. — The  annual  meeting  oc- 
curred on  the  19th  of  April,  at  Hartford — Dr.  A.  Welch  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Wm.  S.  Pierson  read  a  memoir  of  the  late  Elijah  F.  Reed,  M.D., 
of  South  Windsor,  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Risley  a  dissertation  on  the  subject  of 
drowning. 

Interesting  remarks  were  made,  and  important  facts  stated  by  many  of 
the  members  present,  showing  that  smallpox  and  varioloid  are  every  year 
becoming  more  prevalent  among  us,  and  that  this  is  owing,  not  to  the 
failure  of  the  vaccine  disease,  when  genuine,  to  afford  protection,  but  to  its 
entire  neglect  in  many  instances  ;  and  to  the  fact  that  vaccination  is  often 
performed  by  parents  and  others,  ignorant  of  its  true  character,  imperfectly  ; 
not  unfrequently  making  use  of  spurious  and  impure  matter,  taken  from 
the  arms  of  persons  who  have  been  re-vaccinated,  or  from  others  at  an  im- 
proper stage  of  the  disease.  It  is  true  that  matter  obtained  in  this  way, 
will,  if  inserted  in  the  arm,  cause  a  sore,  and  oftentimes  a  bad  one,  but 
one  that  affords  only  very  inadequate  if  any  security  against  smallpox.  It 
was  regarded  as  the  duty  of  the  medical  faculty  to  give  information  on  this 
important  subject,  and  to  caution  people  against  trusting  to  ignorant  and 
irresponsible  persons,  to  vaccinate  either  themselves  or  their  families. 

Drs.  G.  A.  Moody  and  G.  Lee  were  appointed  dissertators  for  the  next 
meeting.  Drs.  E.  K.  Hunt,  A.  L.  Spalding,  Eli  Hall,  Thomas  Miner  and 
Seth  L.  Child  were  chosen  Fellows. 


Medico- Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia. — In  February  last,  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  an  institution  with  this  name,  was  adopted — 
and  with  this  notice,  we  acknowledge  a  copy  of  the  doings  of  the  College, 
together  with  a  catalogue  of  the  officers  and  members.  The  objects  set 
forth  in  the  constitution,  are  the  dissemination  of  medical  knowledge — the 
defence  of  the  rights,  and  the  preservation  of  the  repute  and  dignity  of  the 
medical  profession.  From  all  we  can  gather  in  regard  to  this  infantile  or- 
ganization, it  contains  the  germ  of  a  great  and  influential  institution.  Its 
members  must  necessarily  be  men  whose  position,  as  doctors  of  medicine, 
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gives  them  a  claim  to  consideration.  In  short,  the  elements  of  thrift  are 
perceptible  in  the  scheme  of  operations  ;  and  if  the  intentions  of  the  found- 
ers are  fully  carried  out,  the  highest  expectations  of  its  friends  will  be  re- 
alized.   James  Bryan,  M.D.,  is  president. 


Trismus  Nasceiitium. — A  pamphlet  containing  further  observations  on 
this  disease,  with  cases  illustrating  its  etiology  and  treatment,  by  J.  M. 
Sims,  M.D.,  is  acknowledged.  It  is  a  re-print  from  the  American  Journal 
of  July,  of  last  season  ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  an  acceptable  memorandum 
of  the  results  of  Dr.  Sims's  careful  investigations.  He  has  few  or  no 
superiors  in  the  closeness  and  accuracy  with  which  he  pursues  a  train  of 
investigations.  There  is  a  knot  of  very  energetic  medical  inquirers  at 
Montgomery,  in  far-off  Alabama,  who  have  exhibited,  on  repeated  occa- 
sions, an  ability  and  a  persevering  determination  to  enrich  the  medical 
literature  of  the  country.  It  will  be  inexcusable  in  them  to  relax  in  their 
efforts,  since  their  reputation  is  fully  established  as  accomplished,  learned 
writers. 


Dr.  Gardette's  Valedictory. — This  is  one  of  those  excellent  farewell 
discourses,  now  so  common  at  the  close  of  lecture  terms  at  the  medical 
colleges.  They  are  none  the  less  valuable  or  instructive  because  it  has 
become  fashionable  to  give  them.  On  the  occasion  of  graduating  a  body 
of  young  men,  who  are  to  wend  their  way  into  the  stranger  world,  to 
take  upon  themselves  new  and  untried  responsibilities,  it  is  an  encourag- 
ing attention  on  the  part  of  their  instructers  to  give  them  parting  advice 
and  wholesome  admonitions.  The  author  quotes  Cicero's  advice  in  re- 
gard to  an  oration — which  he  thought  should  be  commenced  in  the  middle, 
and  worked  out  towards  both  ends.  He  has  beautifully  accomplished  the 
intention  of  interesting  and  benefiting  those  whom  he  addressed.  At  the 
Baltimore  Dental  College,  from  which  this  valedictory  comes,  some  very 
excellent  things  have  been  said  of  late.  The  following  is  a  specimen  of 
Dr.  G.'s  style  of  addressing  the  graduates  : — "  Heaven,  in  dividing  its 
gifts  of  good  and  evil  on  earth,  has  allotted,  it  would  seem,  an  undue 
share  of  suffering  to  women,  from  those  delicate  organs  of  which  you  will 
have  the  care.  Her  teeth-afflictions,  and  her  gratitude  for  relief  from 
them,  make  her  especially  your  friend  ;  in  her  bright  smiles  and  warm 
words  of  praise,  you  will  find  compensation  for  the  indifference  or  injus- 
tice of  men." 


Obstetric  Air  Tractor. — A  new  instrument,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
foot  of  some  of  the  small  animals,  seems  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of  being  gene- 
rally used  in  difficult  labors.  A  disc  is  applied  to  the  head  of  the  child, 
which  holds  on  by  exhausting  the  air  with  a  piston,  and  thus  the  operator 
can  draw  with  all  the  force  necessary,  in  most  cases,  to  bring  the  birth  to 
completion.  There  is  no  imagining  where  the  progress  of  invention,  with 
reference  to  relieving  humanity  from  contingencies  to  which  it  is  incident, 
will  terminate.  Professor  J.  Y.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  is  the  reviver, 
if  not  the  inventor,  of  this  instrument.  He  is  a  master  spirit  in  our  day, 
whose  name  is  destined  to  be  classed  in  the  catalogue  of  illustrious 
benefactors  of  man,  in  the  yet  to  be  written  history  of  this  century. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Another  bequest  of  $5000,  for  the  purchase  of 
free  beds,  has  been  made  to  the  Mass.  Genera  J  Hospital. — At  St.  Charles, 
111.,  Dr.  Richards  and  his  students  were  mobbed — accused  of  stealing  a 
dead  body.  He  was  wounded  badly  in  the  face  by  a  stone,  and  appre- 
hensions for  his  recovery  are  expressed. — Excessive  acquisitiveness  is  a  dis- 
ease now  influencing  whole  multitudes  who  are  on  their  way  to  California. 
To  such  excess  has  it  been  manifested  in  two  persons,  that  they  have  been 
placed  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Philadelphia. — A  single  kernel  of  the 
cubera  tanghin,  a  tree  growing  in  Madagascar,  eastern  coast  of  Africa, 
containing  less  than  a  cubic  inch  of  substance,  is  sufficiently  poisonous  to 
destroy  twenty  men.  It  is  probably  the  fruit  of  the  saucy-bark  tree,  used 
by  the  natives  to  detect  witches. — In  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  during  the 
year  1848,  there  were  633  births,  418  marriages,  and  466  deaths. — There 
is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  second  Wednesday  of  June.  Dr.  Joslin  is  to  deliver  the 
opening  address. — The  smallpox  was  raging,  at  the  last  accounts,  at  Hong 
Kong/China. — The  U.  S.  Sloop  of  War  Preble  had  sailed  for  home,  but  was 
obliged  to  put  back  on  account  of  the  cholera  breaking  out  amflng  the  crew. 
— M.  Hommaire  de  Hell,  an  eminent  French  naturalist,  r lately  died  at 
Ispahan,  while  on  a  scientific  mission  in  Persia,  under  the  direction  of 
the  French  government.  He  was  scarcely  35  years  of  age. — On  ac- 
count of  the  prevailing  sickness  and  mortality  throughout  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  the  king,  in  council,  was  pleased  to  appoint  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  6th,  as  a  day  of  fasting.  Both  the  foreignand  native  popu- 
lation are  suffering  under  wide-spread  epidemics — measles,  hooping 
cough  and  influenza.  Among  natives  the  mortality  is  very  great,  not 
only  at  Oahu,  but  also  on  the  other  islands. — A  new  medical  journal 
is  about  to  be  published  at  Lexington,  Ky.  It  will  be  edited  by  Prof.  E. 
L.  Dudley,  and  be  conducted  under  the  general  supervision  and  direction 
of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Transylvania  University. — Dr.  F.  C.  Stewart, 
of  New  York,  was  recently  appointed  Physician  to  the  Marine  Hospital, 
and  Drs.  John  W.  Sterling,  John  S.  Vandevoort,  Wm.  P.  Buel,  and  J.  S. 
Telchamp,  as  Assistant  Physicians.  The  Physician  has  a  salary  of  $5000 
or  $6000  ;  and  the  Assistants  $1200  each  per  annum.  The  duties  of 
the  Health  Officer  are  hereafter  to  be  restricted  entirely  to  the  business  of 
boarding  and  examining  vessels  as  they  arrive  in  port. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Jewett  on  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis,  Dr.  Skinner  on  Domestic 
Medicines,  Dr.  Morton  on  the  Construction  of  Gold  Plates  in  Dentistry,  Dr.  Williams's  Lecture  on 
Cholera,  Cato's  "  Sketches  "  No.  V.,  and  Mr.  Manning's  Report  of  a  Trial  for  Malpractice,  have 
been  received. 


Married,— -In  Boston,  John  A.  Stevens,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.  W.  M'Alister.— At  Washington,  D. 
C,  Robert  K.  Stone,  M.D.,  to  Miss  M.  F.  Ritchie. 


Died, — At  Forestville,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  J.  Orton,  by  suicide.  He  took,  says  the  paper,  "  three 
ounces  of  aqua  fortis." — At  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  quite  suddenly,  of  erysipelas  of  the  head,  Dr. 
Roberts,  a  highly  promising  physician. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending;  May  12th,  78. — Males,  45 — females,  33. — 
Of  consumption.  5 — measles,  2 — infantile,  1 — scarlet  fever,  3— typhus  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  2-— 
marasmus,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — teething,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1— dis- 
ease of  the  bowel's,  1 — disease  of  the  lungs,  1 — drowned,  2 — dysentery,  2 — croup,  1 — accidental, 
1 — old  age,  4 — pleurisy,  1 — smallpox.  1 — scrofula,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — hives,  1 — hooping 
cough,  1 — qnincy,  1— -tumor,  1 — debility,  1 — convulsions,  2 — intemperance,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  35 — between  5  and  20  years,  10 — between  20  and  40  years,  15 — between  40 
and  60  years,  11 — over  60  years,  7. 
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Large  Biliary  Concretion. — Mr.  W.  H.  Partridge  gives  the  following 
particulars  : — "  An  old  gentleman,  aged  78,  tall  and  thin,  and  of  good  gene- 
ral health,  was  attacked  by  jaundice  and  frequent  vomiting,  and  had  severe 
fixed  pain  in  the  region  of  the  gall-bladder.  The  attack  lasted  three  weeks, 
after  which  some  amendment  took  place,  and  ultimately  bile  was  passed  by 
the  bowels.  Two  months  afterwards,  obstinate  and  insuperable  constipation 
came  on,  accompanied  by  vomiting  of  stercoraceous  matter,  followed  in  a 
few  days  by  exhaustion  and  death. 

"  On  making  a  post-mortem  examination,  all  the  parts  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  gall-bladder,  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach,  duodenum,  pan- 
creas, and  colon,  were  closely  and  firmly  adherent  to  each  other,  and  to  the 
concave  surface  of  the  liver.  No  trace  of  a  gall-bladder  could  be  disco- 
vered. A  large  biliary  concretion  was  found  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum, 
a  little  above  the  csecal  valve,  and  though  but  loosely  embraced  by  the  gut, 
was  manifestly  sufficient  to  account  for  the  fatal  obstruction.  In  figure  it 
was  somewhat  pyriform,  exactly  resembling  the  gall-bladder,  having  also  a 
curved  tapering  process,  corresponding  to  the  cystic  duct;  in  length  it 
measured  thme  inches  and  a  half;  in  the  circumference  of  its  large  portion, 
four  inches.  The  texture  was  light ;  weight,  seven  drachms  and  one  scru- 
ple."— Provincial  Journal. 


Mesmerism  in  Holland. — The  supreme  court  of  the  Netherlands  has 
just  given  a  verdict  which  runs  pretty  nearly  as  follows  : — "  A  magnetiser 
who  employs  a  person,  who,  during  sleep,  points  out  remedies  to  the  pa- 
tients who  come  for  advice,  exercises  medicine  illegally,  when  unprovided 
with  a  diploma."  u  It  is  no  excuse  for  him  to  be  paying  for  a  license  as  a 
magnetiser."  The  courts  of  Liege  and  Brussels  have  done  more  still  ; 
they  have  found  a  verdict  against  a  magnetiser  for  administering  magnetis- 
ed water. — Belgique  Judiciaire. 


The  Cholera  in  France. — At  Raches,  a  village  situated  near  Douai,  the 
cholera  is  making  sad  havoc.  Up  to  the  15th  of  February,  there  had  been 
27  cases  and  9  deaths  in  this  little  place.  Letters  from  St.  Lo,  of  the  19th 
of  February,  state  that  the  disease  has  been  reigning  for  the  last  six  weeks 
at  Dieppe  ;  from  the  city  it  is  now  spreading  into  the  suburbs.  A  mother 
who  was  nursing  a  child  stricken  with  the  cholera,  died  of  the  disease 
soon  afterwards. — London  Lancet. 


Introduction  of  Steam  into  the  Practice  of  Dentistry. — A  friend  called 
in  our  office  a  few  days  since,  and  gave  us  the  following  : — On  his  way  up 
the  river,  business  look  him  across  the  river  from  Louisville,  where  he  met 
an  itinerating  steam  dentist.  He  was  prepared  with  a  small  furnace  and 
boiler.  To  the  latter  a  flexible  pipe  was  attached,  which,  when  a  patient 
presented  himself  with  an  aching  tooth,  or  wished  a  nerve  removed,  was 
introduced  into  the  cavity  of  the  tooth  ;  some  roots  or  herbs,  in  flavor  like 
garlic,  were  put  into  the  boiler  with  water  or  some  fluid.  The  furnace  was 
then  heated  up — puff,  pufT,  goes  the  steam,  and  with  a  hiss  out  jumps  the 
nerve — all  done  without  pain — rights  sold  for  the  use  of  the  invention  on 
moderate  terms,  &c.  &c.  Our  informant  happened  to  have  an  aching 
tooth,  which  he  put  under  treatment ;  but,  unfortunately  for  the  steam  doc- 
tor, the  nerve  had  long  since  departed,  and  the  garlic  vapor  could  not 
restore  it  nor  relieve  the  pain.  Somewhat  mortified,  and  feeling  rather 
foolish,  he  sloped. — Dental  Register  of  the  West. 
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The  careful  consideration  of  the  public  is  requested  to  the  following 
exposition  of  facts,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  medicine  as  the  busi- 
•  ness  is  now  carried  on  throughout  the  country.  That  gross  and  inju- 
rious fraud  and  deception  are  constantly  practised  upon  the  community 
by  the  various  nostrum  venders  of  the  day,  is  plainly  visible  on  the 
face  of  their  own  publications,  which  are  thrown,  broad  cast,  into  every 
family,  containing  the  most  inconsistent  and  extravagant  statements  and 
recommendations  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  can  possibly  devise.  Each 
one  claims  the  discovery  of  some  new  and  wonder-working  compo- 
sition, derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom  ;  possessing  the  strange  pro- 
perty of  curing  all  and  every  kind  of  disease,  of  whatever  organ,  or 
from  whatever  cause  excited.  For  illustration,  by  one  class  we  are  told 
that  all  diseases  arise  from  impurity  of  the  blood,  and  that  their  pills  are 
the  only  article  in  the  world  possessing  the  power  of  purifying  that 
vital  fluid  ;  of  course  they  are  the  only  safe  remedy  for  all  possible 
kinds  and  forms  of  disease.  A  moment's  reflection  will  satisfy  any  atten- 
tive mind,  that  the  doctrine  here  advanced  is  utterly  false.  Instead  of 
impurity  of  the  blood  being  the  cause  of  all  diseases,  it  can  never  be 
the  cause,  but  is  always  the  consequence  of  disease,  either  functional 
or  organic,  affecting  some  one  or  more  of  the  various  organs  concerned 
in  secreting  or  circulating  that  important  fluid  ;  for  while  all  such  organs 
maintain  perfectly  healthy  action,  the  blood  can  no  more  become  impure, 
than  a  good  and  perfect  distillery,  operating  on  the  proper  material, 
could  fail  to  produce  a  good  article  of  any  of  the  various  oils  procured 
by  distillation.  The  doctrine,  then,  which  is  here  taught,  and  which 
forms  the  basis  on  which  such  pills  are  palmed  off  upon  the  public,  is 
utterly  and  entirely  false.  The  community  are  taught  to  believe  an 
error  in  principle,  which  leads  to  error  and  consequently  injury  in  practice. 

By  another  class  we  are  told  that  their  plasters  are  rare  compounds, 
possessing  the  singular  property  of  acting  as  a  stimulating  and  strength- 
ening plaster  when  wanted  for  that  purpose,  and  still  strangely  mild, 
soothing  and  all-healing,  when  applied  to  the  raw  and  tender  surface 
of  a  large  burn  or  scald,  or  to  the  surface  of  the  most  irritable  ulcer; 
of  course  they  are  called  all-healing,  and  directed  to  be  used  in  all  pos- 
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sible  cases.  What  person  of  common  sense  and  observation  can  believe 
this  ?  Does  not  the  simple  fact  that  they  are  sufficiently  active  and 
stimulating  to  render  them  of  any  value  for  the  purpose  of  a  stimulat- 
ing and  strengthening  plaster,  afford  conclusive  proof  that  they  cannot 
be  used  with  impunity  in  burns,  scalds,  wounds  and  irritable  sores,  which 
positively  require  the  most  mild,  soothing  and  healing  applications. 

Another  class  tell  us  that  all  diseases  arise  from  suppressed  perspira- 
tion, and  that  their  all-healing  ointments,  when  applied  to  the  surface 
of  the  body,  will  open  the  pores  and  thus  eradicate  all  kinds  of  disease. 
Who  can  believe  that  a  small  box  of  almost  inert  ointment,  applied  to 
the  surface  of  the  body,  will  at  once  be  a  sovereign  remedy  for  inflam- 
mations of  the  brain,  lungs,  bowels,  and  all  the  various  forms  of  disease 
produced  by  all  the  various  causes  which  operate  on  the  human 
system  ? 

So  wide,  varied  and  extensive  is  the  range  of  quackery,  that  in  con- 
sidering its  follies  and  impositions,  one  hardly  knows  where  to  begin  or 
where  to  end.  A  few  only  of  the  multitude  can  be  here  even  hinted  at. 
Homoeopathic,  hydropathic,  electro-magnetic,  botanic,  mesmeric  and  In- 
dian, all  come  in  for  a  share,  each  claiming  infallibility,  and  discarding 
every  principle  of  philosophy  and  chemistry  known  by  scientific  men  to 
have  been  for  ages  well  established  and  incontrovertible.  Look  at  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  founders  of  homoeopathy.  The  danger  to 
the  community  from  this  form  of  quackery  is  rather  negative  than  posi- 
tive— the  neglect  to  do  what  may  be  needed,  rather  than  doing  a  posi- 
tive injury,  as  any  medicine  administered  in  infinitesimal  doses  can 
neither  do  good  nor  hurt.  What  sane  man  can  possibly  make  himself 
believe  that  the  smaller  the  dose  of  any  given  medicine,  the  more 
powerful  will  be  the  effect — the  more  it  is  diluted,  the  stronger  it  be- 
comes ?  On  this  principle,  should  a  lady  mix  a  teaspoonful  of  salaeratus 
with  a  whole  barrel  of  flour,  instead  of  a  small  mass  for  a  batch  of  bis- 
cuit, the  whole  would  become  at  once  a  strong  and  concentrated  al- 
kali. Who  does  not  know  that  if  he  takes  thirty  drops  of  laudanum,  he 
will  feel  the  effects  of  the  opium  ?  but  who  would  expect  to  feel  as  much 
from  taking  only  one  drop?  And  still  more  strange  would  it  be  that 
any  effect  could  be  felt  from  one  millio:  Lh  part  of  a  drop.  Such  is 
homoeopathy,  as  far  as  the  proportion  and  administration  of  medicine  is 
concerned.    Believe  it  who  can  ? 

Hydropathy  is  of  a  still  more  recent  date  ;  or  rather  the  revival  of  an 
old  and  long  since  exploded  system,  and  will  probably  never  exten- 
sively affect  the  community,  as  the  expense  of  attending  a  hydropa- 
thic infirmary  is  too  great  to  be  met  by  persons  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances ;  most  persons,  likewise,  who  are  sick  enough  to  need  medi- 
cine, are  too  sick  to  go  to  a  distance,  and  there  are  but  few  who 
relish  the  packing  in  sheets  dipt  in  cold  water,  well  enough  to  follow 
it  long. 

Since  scientific  physicians  have  discovered  that  there  are  certain  cases 
of  loss  of  nervous  power,  causing  palsy,  which  may  be  essentially  im- 
proved by  the  application  of  electro-magnetism,  there  has  sprung  up  a 
new  race  of  doctors,  calling  themselves  electro-magnetic.    We  now  find 
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their  signs  out,  and  their  flaming  handbills  posted  up  in  almost  every 
village,  and  medicine  neatly  bottled  up,  claiming  to  be  highly  charged 
with  galvanism  ;  so  that  the  sick,  by  swallowing  lightning  by  the  spoon- 
ful, can  find  at  once  a  safe  and  speedy  cure  for  all  their  ills.  The  idea 
of  administering  galvanism  by  magnetizing  medicines,  and  sending  them 
about  the  country,  is  so  grossly  absurd,  that  I  should  not  have  deemed 
it  necessary  even  to  allude  to  this  order  of  quacks,  had  I  not  recently 
seen  upon  signs  in  several  of  our  cities,  in  flaming  letters  of  gold,  "  Elec- 
tro-magnetic Doctor."  On  inquiry,  I  learnt  that  they,  too,  had  found 
their  dupes. 

The  botanic  class  is  by  far  the  most  extensive,  and  embraces  almost 
the  entire  range  of  nostrum  venders.  All  these  do  what  they  can  to  im- 
press the  public  mind  with  the  belief  that  all  medicines  are  unsafe  un- 
less derived  from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and  that  what  they  please  to  call 
apothecary  medicines  should  never  be  used.  Now  who  does  not  know 
that  the  most  powerful  and  suddenly  fatal  of  all  poisons  are  vegetable 
in  their  origin.  Many  more  deaths  occur  yearly  from  poisoning  with 
vegetable,  than  with  mineral  poisons.  It  is  also  well  known  that  a  large 
part  of  all  the  medicines  used  by  the  regular  physicians  is  vegetable. 
The  only  hope  of  this  class  of  quacks,  is  from  keeping  the  fears  of  the 
credulous  constantly  excited  in  regard  to  apothecary  medicines.  Thus 
you  will  find  every  pill  box,  and  every  phial,  carefully  marked  purely 
vegetable — as  much  as  to  say,  all  is  safe.  For  my  part  I  can  see  but 
little  difference  between  being  poisoned  with  arsenic,  and  strychnine — the 
former  a  mineral,  the  latter  a  vegetable  product.  The  truth  is,  that 
good,  safe,  and  valuable  medicines,  are  derived  from  the  mineral,  vege- 
table and  animal  kingdoms.  But  all  medicines,  from  whatever  source 
derived,  should  be  used  only  in  such  cases  and  for  such  diseases  as  they 
are  found  to  be  well  adapted  to  cure. 

Mesmerism  has  had  its  brief  day  of  glory,  and  departed,  ft  burst 
upon  the  world,  like  a  flaming  meteor,  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country  ; 
hosts  of  lecturers  were  seen,  with  their  high-sounding  pretensions  ;  the 
sick  in  multitudes  attended  ;  the  clairvoyant  was  sent  to  explore  the  inner 
organs  of  the  invalid,  and  revenl  the  remedy.  But  in  a  few  brief  years, 
the  glowing  light  of  mesmerism  has  passed  away,  and  left  its  advocates 
and  those  it  had  deceived  in  utter  darkness  and  dismay. 

But  the  most  strange  of  all  is  the  unaccountable  charm  which  the 
name  of  Indian  possesses  over  the  minds  of  many,  even  in  a  civilized 
and  christian  community.  Does  the  civilized  world  go  to  the  rude,  un- 
cultivated and  ignorant  savage  to  learn  the  arts,  the  sciences,  law  or 
divinity  ?  Would  you  go  there  to  procure  a  man  to  manage  your  farm, 
your  mechanic's  shop,  your  factory,  to  build  your  rail  roads,  or  to 
teach  you  philosophy,  astronomy,  anatomy,  physiology  or  chemistry  ? 
If  not,  why  go  there  for  help  and  advice  when  the  human  system,  that 
most  delicate  and  complicated  of  machinery,  is  out  of  order  ?  Can  it  be 
possible  that  a  race  of  beings  so  grossly  ignorant  as  to  be  excluded 
from  participation  in  every  other  kind  of  business  amongst  civilized  men, 
should  be  wise  in  the  healing  art  !  The  fact  is  well  known  that  the  In- 
dians know  but  little  in  regard  to  the  powers  or  virtues  of  even  the  most 
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simple  vegetables,  and  but  little  if  anything  of  the  nature  and  cause 
of  disease.  Their  medicine-men,  as  they  are  called,  use  but  little  medi- 
cine of  any  kind.  Their  only  resort  is  to  charms,  spells  and  incanta- 
tions, amulets,  and  consecrated  medicine  bags.  Such  superstitions  are  their 
chief  reliance.  Yet  men  in  our  own  civilized  country  will  gravely  tell 
us  that  they  have  been  for  months  or  years  amongst  the  Indians,  and 
have  there  learned  medical  science.  How  many  kinds  of  Indian  vege- 
table pills  have  been  thrown  out  before  the  public,  with  flaming  show 
bills,  rendered  attractive  by  pictures  of  the  rude  man  of  the  forest,  in 
Indian  costume,  with  the  recently-gathered  herbs  in  his  hand.  Such 
pills  claim  to  be  pure  Indian  medicine,  such  as  the  red  man  of  the 
forest  uses,  and  most  of  them  claim  to  be  a  safe  and  infallible  cure  for 
all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  Most  surely  if  Indian  doctors  and  Indian 
medicine  venders  know  anything  of  the  business  they  are  in,  they  owe 
it  to  their  association  with  civilized  society,  and  not  to  the  Indian  race. 

The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  facts  which  are  plainly  visible  on  the 
face  of  the  medicine  traffic,  as  it  now  stands  before  the  public.  What 
can  be  more  evident,  than  that  the  man  who  recommends  a  given  medi- 
cine for  the  cure  of  diseases,  directly  opposite  in  their  nature  and  causes, 
is  either  grossly  ignorant  of  the  properties  of  medicines  and  of  their  effect 
on  the  human  system,  or  else  that  he  designs  to  deceive.  One  or  the 
other  must  of  necessity  be  true.  That  many  of  the  medicines  before 
the  public  are  prepared  by  men  wholly  unacquainted  with  medical 
science,  is  abundantly  evident,  from  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are  per- 
sons claiming  the  venerable  title  of  Rev.,  and  many  are  persons  who 
palm  themselves  off  upon  the  public  under  the  assumed  title  of  Dr., 
when  it  is  well  known  that  they  have  never  devoted  a  single  moment  to 
the  study  of  medicine  in  any  of  its  numerous  branches.  To  suppose 
that  such  persons  are  qualified  to  prepare  and  prescribe  medicine  judi- 
ciously, is  to  suppose  that  any  other  men  in  the  community,  of  similar 
occupation  and  education,  can  do  the  same.  For  the  past  twenty-six 
years  my  time  and  energy  have  been  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the 
study  and  practice  of  medicine  in  all  its  various  departments.  For 
years  past  1  have  witnessed,  with  feelings  of  regret,  the  evils  thrown 
upon  society  by  the  injudicious  and  often  unnecessary  use  of  patent  medi- 
cines ;  the  sick  man  often  taking  an  article  in  no  way  adapted  to  his 
necessities,  and  the  well  one  often  taking  it  to  keep  himself  so. 

The  question  may  be  here  raised,  to  whom  does  all  this  wrong  be- 
come chargeable  ?  The  first  and  foremost  in  the  wrong  in  this  case  are 
certainly  the  men  who  deceive  by  false  doctrine,  or  by  pretensions  above 
what  simple  facts  will  warrant.  The  deceived,  when  no  influence  is 
used  to  prevent  them  from  being  deceived,  by  presenting  the  truth  to 
the  mind,  are  certainly  not  to  be  blamed.  I  would  here  ask,  has  the 
medical  profession  done  its  duty  to  the  public  in  this  matter  ?  When 
error  and  fraud  have  been  posted  up  in  every  village  in  the  land,  and 
physicians  have  witnessed  their  withering  influence  in  the  many  cases 
which  have  fallen  under  their  observation,  what  effort  have  they  made 
to  correct  public  sentiment,  and  to  spread  out  light  and  truth  before 
the  mind  ?    It  is  true  that  here  and  there  a  worthy  member  of  the  pro- 
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fession  has  ably  addressed  his  brethren,  and  forcibly  exposed  the  wrong 
and  evils  of  quackery,  through  the  medical  journals  ;  and  the  theme  of 
quackery  has  formed  the  thread  of  discourse  in  many  of  the  introductory 
lectures  delivered  in  our  medical  schools.  But  what  effect  can  all  this 
have  on  the  mass  of  public  mind  who  never  attend  medical  lectures  or 
read  medical  journals  ?  My  belief  is,  that  truth  is  powerful  and  will  pre- 
vail. Let  the  truth  in  regard  to  medical  science  be  faithfully  and  per- 
severingly  spread  out  before  the  public,  and  thrown  into  every  family,  to 
go  side  by  side  with  the  vaunting  and  truthless  publications  of  those 
who  are  evidently  ignorant  or  intend  to  deceive,  and  I  am  willing  to  risk 
the  decision  of  the  question  to  the  judgment  of  an  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous community. 

It  ever  has  been  the  case  that  the  public  will  have  some  form  or 
other  of  domestic  medicines,  to  which  they  can  resort,  without  in  every 
case  calling  a  physician.  Now  unless  physicians  themselves  prepare 
such  medicines,  in  a  good  and  convenient  form  for  administration,  accom- 
panied with  suitable  directions,  we  cannot  think  it  strange  that  the  multi- 
tude should  seize  upon  such  as  are  offered,  especially  as  they  are  recom- 
mended and  urged  upon  them  by  almost  every  merchant  with  whom  they 
deal.  The  facts  are,  that  the  influence  of  the  press,  and  the  influence 
and  interest  of  the  men  of  trade,  are  all  enlisted  in  favor  of  quackery. 
Now  the  question  is,  shall  the  physicians  of  the  country  stand  silently 
by,  and  see  the  game  of  deception  played  off,  and  quietly  surrender  the 
whole  field  to  the  occupancy  of  quackery  ;  or  shall  they  themselves  en- 
gage in  that  most  difficult  and  laborious  part  of  professional  labor,  and 
prepare  and  furnish  to  the  public  good  and  efficient  medicines,  honestly 
and  faithfully  recommended,  with  plain  directions  for  their  proper  use  ? 
This  course  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  as  the  only  one  which  at  the  pre- 
sent time  can  be  successfully  adopted  to  combat  medical  error  and 
delusion.  I  hope  yet  to  see  the  time  when  the  various  boasted  nos- 
trums which  now  crowd  the  shelves  of  all  our  apothecaries  and  stores, 
will  give  place  to  medicines  prepared  by  men  of  science  and  medical 
experience,  and  directed  to  be  used  each  in  its  proper  place  and  order. 
When  this  shall  be  done,  then  shall  I  believe  that  physicians  have 
faithfully  and  honorably  discharged  to  the  public  the  high  and  responsi- 
ble duties  of  their  station  as  conservators  of  the  public  health. 

Brownington,  Vt.,  May  7,  1849.  J.  F.  Skinner,  M.D. 


SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS. — NO.  V. 

CHARLES  D.  MEIGS,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  OBSTETRICS  AND  THE  DISEASES 
OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN  IN  JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 


"  Bv  learning'  and  fair  science  crowned, 
Behold  him  now  full  fraught  with  wisdom's  lore, 
The  laws  of  nature  anxious  to  explore, 

With  depth  of  thought  profound." — Antigore,  Sophocles. 

There  is  something  in  the  contemplation  of  genius  and  successful  in- 
dustry, which  is  well  calculated  to  soothe  and  elevate  the  soul  in  mo- 


314 


Sketches  of  Eminent  Living  Physicians. 


merits  of  sorrow  and  despondency.  Man,  in  his  little  career  and  puerile 
vanities,  often  disgusts  us  with  the  weakness  and  fickleness  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  the  evanescent  duration  of  his  fame  or  life  ;  but  the  contempla- 
tion, particularly,  of  acknowledged  talent  and  moral  worth,  is  at  once 
grateful  and  ennobling.  Some  men  are  famous,  because  they  have  been 
born  so  ;  others  are  distinguished  by  a  "  fortuitous  concourse  "  of  cir- 
cumstances ;  while  others,  by  the  unceasing  efforts  of  their  own  innate 
energies,  move  steadily  onward,  to  dignity  and  renown.  Of  the  latter 
description  are  many  of  the  most  influential  minds  in  our  profession  and 
the  republic.  The  senate,  the  bar,  and  the  pulpit,  teem  with  this  spe- 
cies of  native  genius  ;  and  medicine,  although  offering  fewer  opportuni- 
ties for  popularity  among  the  masses,  yet  boasts  among  its  ranks  some 
of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  our  country. 

Charles  D.  Meigs  was  born  in  1792,  in  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  where 
his  parents  had  emigrated  from  the  East  on  account  of  the  ill  health 
of  the  father.  Some  time  after  this,  the  family  removed  to  Athens,  Geo., 
where  the  elder  Meigs  had  charge  of  a  literary  college.  We  have  been 
able  to  collect  but  few  anecdotes  of  the  early  history  of  Dr.  M.  In  a 
new  country,  as  Georgia  was  at  that  time,  the  wild  sports  of  the  chase, 
and  other  rustic  employments,  would  most  likely  occupy  an  ardent  and 
most  mobile  boy.  Riding  on  the  half-tamed  horses  of  the  wilds,  without 
saddle  or  bridle,  a  le  Mazeppa,  seems,  according  to  his  own  testimony, 
to  have  been  his  favorite  employment.  Sitting,  as  he  graphically  de- 
scribes it,  on  the  margin  of  lake  or  river,  watching  the  spray-drops, 
listening  to  the  carol  of  the  birds,  or  snaring  the  wary  trout,  would 
scarcely  comport  with  a  temperament  which  is  emphatically  sanguine. 
Nevertheless,  there  might  be  beauty  in  the  flowers,  grandeur  in  the 
forest,  or  delight  in  the  thunder  storm,  for  one  who  revels  as  he  does  in 
variety  and  beauty.  He  not  unfrequently  complains  of  early  mental 
training — that  he  was  suffered  to  roam  at  large,  and  follow  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  hour ;  and  most  of  his  readers  and  admirers  will  admit  that 
there  is  some  foundation  for  the  complaint. 

As  is  often  the  case,  in  our  new  countries,  young  Meigs,  after  a  short 
time  of  reading  and  study,  began  to  practise  the  noble  art  of  healing  ;  and, 
if  we  are  informed  rightly,  without  that  which  not  unfrequently  promises 
more  than  it  can  substantiate,  a  diploma.  After  practising  in  this  way 
for  several  years,  he  came  to  Philadelphia  to  perfect  his  medical  educa- 
tion ;  and  in  the  year  1817  took  the  degree  of  doctor  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  Philadelphia,  also,  he  took  another  degree,  for  it 
was  here  he  found  one  of  the  fair  daughters  of  the  city  of  brotherly 
love,  too  attractive  to  be  left  behind.  She  belonged  to  one  of  our 
most  respectable  families.  He  wooed  and  won  her,  and  took  her  to  his 
forest  home — where,  however,  she  pined  for  the  dear  quiet  home  of  her 
girlhood,  and  her  young  but  ambitious  husband  was  induced  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  and  try  his  fortune  among  the  great  masters  of  the  time. 
The  doubts  of  success  yielded  to  affection,  and  the  trial  was  made. 
Has  he  ever  regretted  it  ?  Reader,  shouldst  thou  ever  visit  our  staid 
city,  be  sure  to  mark  a  neat,  open  carriage,  with  a  span  of  splendid  bays, 
dancing  along  like  rein-deer,  guided  as  if  not  guided  by  the  delicate  man- 
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agement  of  a  light  figure  which  sits  erect  (seeing  everything  and  every 
body)  behind  them.  This  is  Dr.  Meigs  ;  the  wild  sportsman  of  tn"  Geo  Ja 
forests  now  amuses  himself  by  daily  practising  the'  «  rubans  "  in  a  l  a  Se 
city,  before  the  admiring  eyes  of  the  citizens.  His  fine  dwelling  in 
Che  nut  street  above  10th  ;  his  sons  and  daughters,  who  grow  around 
him  hke  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  in  honor  and  love  ;  his  tholanTls  of  ad- 
rnmng  pupils  from  the  varied  climes  of  the  world  ;  his  splendid !  practice 
among  the  nch,  the  gay,  and  the  fashionable-are  these,  things  which 

m8t  "IhhT1        hrwhmuhe  0P-e°  his  numble  oE 

m  Hth  street—  without  a  second  coat  to  his  back  "  ?    I  trow  not  •  and 

chi  M  har|  0raS,10nally  yerS  f°r  the  Wilds  °f  hi*  boyhood,  it  mu'stanbe 

In  lS  Jffi  H  n°PM°  ftiends  Which  greet  him  on  — 7 
m.mr       K  '  ^le'gS  engaged  witl1  a  band  °f  spirited  writers 

many  of  whom  are  now  the  great  lights  in  medicine,  in  editing  a  medical 

SrLedSt1  retC'^  ******  CaS6S>  ^nslationsSand  edd£ 
tin rim r  Z  tt  /  Sri'fiC  P?'  6Ven  the"-how  m«ch  more  freely 

during  the  last  four  years  !  A  work  on  phrenology,  and  two  laree  ones 
on  obstetncs-an  original  work  on  midwifery-letters  to  tl  I  [Ton  the 
peases  of  women  and  children,  and  articles  on  cyanosis,  ch  oromm, 

mL  ,l"tlW  7  ^  Pn  ',ke!  Perennial  fo«ntai,  and  literal^  a^ 
I    ,  a      n(    t"g)  W°Hd     and  his  wife  "  rea*  1^™- 

Dointed  bv  thl'r  ngS'  WJtn?fS.'  Gerhard>  Hoilsto"  and  R"an,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Col  ege  of  PhySIC,ans,  to  act  in  concert  with  a  similar 

ecention  of  «  P  °'  buddalg  and  ™nducting  a  hospital  for  the 
reception  of  "indigent  partur.ent  married  females."  This  Hosoital 
wh,ch  ,s  termed  the  "Preston  Retreat,"  stands  in  the  no th wTra 

on  L  of  ,h  '  e"CaSed  Vthr  marWe  and  fronted  wi'b  nob  e  ma  b  e 
p. liars  of  the  done  order.  It  forms  a  bright  ornament  to  the  city  and  a 
splendid  monument  to  the  memory  of  "the  benevolent  founder'  The 
cr,s,s  ,„  trade,  m  1837,  however,  so'reduccd  the  value  of  stocks  in  which 

or  «i  a°ny  r  i^irrf that  the  bui,ding  °f  the  h— 

moie  than  the  available  funds,  and  consequently  it  is  not  vet  nn» 
the  reception  of  patients.    In  the  prosecuL  of  the  du  i/s  of  This  an 
pomtment  (he  was  chairman  of  the  committee),  Dr.  M  corresponded 

A*  5lP:SR0bStT'Cal  aUllrkieS  ln  Eu'°Pe  i  and  throng  r  heP  aS 
(Dr.  James  Bryan)  appointed  to  visit  the  various  lying-in  hospitals  of  the 
old  world  obtained  all  the  information  necessary  to  the  task  P  fis  per- 
haps, unfortunate  that  the  plan  of  Dr.  Meigs,  viz.,  to  build  a  small'  no 
t.on  of  the  house  first,  and  fill  it  with  patienfs  gradually  and  el  Jtl  e 

Som?S  000  Sh  38         WCTe  demanded>  WaS  "0t  A  t 

some  $80,000  have  been  spent,  and  ten  years  have  passed  away  wi.h 

out  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the  testator.  P  7 

matewkhS,Lby.       C°rT  P°ndenCe  a"d  °ther  means-  has  become  inti- 

^^^^ny{P^T  &c:°Mins  °hf  Dub,in' 
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DEATH    FROM   FRACTURE    OF    THE    CRANIUM.— FOR    ALL  WHO 

WILL  TEACH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  design  of  the  following  communication  is  to  present  a  faithful 
account  of  the  cause,  treatment,  progress  and  termination,  of  the  case 
under  consideration,  with  a  view  to  solicit  the  opinions  of  those  of  your 
correspondents,  who  are  pleased  to  offer  them,  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  the  treatment  pursued,  and  to  obtain  their  suggestions  as  to  the  one 
that  should  have  been  adopted  ;  feeling  assured  that  this  case  affords  at 
least  a  small  opportunity  for  such  suggestions.  Be  it  understood  that  in 
presenting  this  communication  I  have  no  invidious,  vindictive  or  evil  de- 
sign, but  only  desire,  by  eliciting  the  opinions  of  the  experienced  in  these 
matters,  to  make  it  a  source  of  instruction  to  those  who,  like  myself,  are 
preparing  themselves  for  the  arduous  duties,  and  posting  themselves  for 
the  emergencies  into  which  their  avocation  as  practitioners  of  medicine 
is  likely  to  call  them.  In  order  to  avoid  a  charge  with  the  former,  while 
at  the  same  time  it  will  not  defeat  in  the  least  the  latter  design,  I  shall 
omit  the  names  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned,  merely  stating  facts  as 
they  occurred  ;  and  if  you  deem  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  Journal, 
you  will  oblige  much  by  inserting  it. 

On  the  7th  inst.,  M.  N.,  a  young  man  aged  25,  of  strong  constitution 
and  vigorous  health,  while  engaged  in  sawing  wood  was  struck  by  a 
billet,  thrown  with  considerable  velocity,  in  the  left  supra-orbital  re- 
gion, about  an  inch  and  a  half  above  and  a  little  inward  from  the  outer 
angle  of  the  orbit,  contusing  and  lacerating  the  scalp  but  slightly  at  that 
point.  A  depression  of  the  walls  of  the  cranium  was  produced,  extend- 
ing from  the  external  wound  inward,  along  and  above  the  supra-orbital 
ridge  to  about  an  inch  from  the  mesial  line.  This  depression  varied  in 
depth  from  two  to  three  lines. 

A  physician  was  called,  who  upon  examination  decided  that  nothing- 
was  to  be  done  but  dress  the  external  wound,  which  he  did  by  adjusting 
the  edges  of  the  lacerated  scalp,  and  securing  them  by  strips  of  adhe- 
sive plaster.  No  operation  by  trephining  was  deemed  necessary  by  him, 
as  in  his  opinion  the  external  table  alone  was  injured,  and  the  depression 
produced  by  the  external  table  having  been  sunken  into  the  frontal  sinus. 
Re-action  came  on  in  a  few  hours,  attended  by  alternate  fits  of  delirium 
and  coma. 

On  the  8th,  returning  to  his  patient,  he  found  him  delirious,  talking 
constantly  and  incoherently,  rolling  of  the  head,  jactitation  and  great 
restlessness,  so  great  as  occasionally  to  require  restraint  ;  these  alternat- 
ing with  low  muttering  delirium  and  deep  coma,  constipation  and  much 
arterial  excitement.    Prescribed  mild  cathartic. 

On  the  9th,  symptoms  becoming  more  grave,  the  doctor  was  sum- 
moned to  the  patient,  who  still  remained  delirious  and  comatose  as  before, 
high  vascular  excitement,  and  constipation.  He  now  concluded  to  bleed 
the  patient,  in  which  attempt,  however,  he  was  but  partially  successful,  as 
but  little  blood  could  be  induced  to  flow.  He  cupped  him  also  on  either 
temple,  gave  active  cathartics,  and  prescribed  laxative  enema. 
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On  the  10th,  the  mental  and  physical  derangement  increasing,  at  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  the  patient  a  very  intelligent  and  experienced 
physician  was  called  in  consultation,  who  decided  that  an  operation  at 
that  time  for  removing  the  cause  of  irritation  from  the  brain  would  pro- 
bably hasten  the  death  of  the  patient,  which  was  then  evidently  near  at 
hand  ;  and  with  the  advice  to  move  the  bowels  if  possible,  he  left  him, 
not  doubting  that  in  all  human  probability  his  term  of  earthly  pilgrimage 
was  very  near  to  a  close. 

On  the  11th,  nothing  more  having  been  done,  he  died,  having  lain 
ten  or  twelve  hours  in  deep  coma. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  fifteen  hours  after  death.  The  left  eyelid 
and  parts  about  it.  considerably  ecchymosed.  The  depression  of  the 
cranium  about  the  seat  of  injury  very  apparent  to  the  extent  before 
stated.  On  laying  aside  the  scalp,  the  external  table  was  found  commi- 
nutely  fractured,  from  about  an  inch  of  the  mesial  line  outward,  both 
up  and  down,  including  the  supra-orbital  ridge  and  all  of  the  external 
angular  process  of  the  frontal  bone,  partially  severing  it  from  the  frontal 
process  of  the  malar  bone,  and  upwards  an  inch  above  the  external 
lesion.  The  external  table  being  removed,  the  internal  one  was  found 
fractured  to  a  still  greater  extent,  as  usually  occurs.  From  the  superior 
line  of  fracture,  a  portion  of  this  table  was  depressed,  that  is  to  say,  its 
inferior  edge  was  depressed  while  its  superior  edge  retained  its  natural 
position  nearly.  A  little  lower,  two  fragments  of  the  comminuted  plate 
were  found  thrust  through  the  dura  mater  into  the  sac  of  the  arachnoid 
membrane.  The  remaining  pieces  were  not  greatly  displaced.  The 
two  fragments,  it  may  be  well  to  state,  were  about  three  eighths  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  of  irregular  form.  Proceeding  downward,  the  or- 
bital plate  of  the  frontal  bone  was  found  broken  into  a  number  of  pieces, 
and  one  of  them,  a  piece  half  an  inch  long  by  one  quarter  broad,  was 
thrust  nearly  its  whole  length  through  the  membranes  into  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  The  remainder  of  the  fragments  were  not  badly  displaced, 
save  being  some  considerably  depressed,  as  was  all  of  the  cranium 
about  the  seat  of  injury.  The  vessels  of  the  brain  and  membranes 
were  deeply  engorged  with  dark  grumous  blood,  giving  the  whole  brain 
a  much  darker  color  than  natural.  All  appearances  evinced  it  to  have 
been  the  seat  of  violent  inflammation. 

Having  now  stated  the  cause,  treatment,  progress  and  termination 
of  this  case,  together  with  the  post-mortem  appearances  and  condition, 
also  the  appearances  immediately  after  the  injury,  you  have  sufficient 
premises  for  founding  a  conclusion  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment  that 
this  case  required.  Those  whom  experience  has  made  wise,  will,  I  trust, 
grant  my  request  by  giving  their  opinion  through  the  Journal,  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tyro  who  requests,  but  for  all,  and  for  the  patients 
they  perchance  may  have.  S.  R.,  Medica«l  Student. 

Lyons,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  2\st,  1849, 
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PROSECUTION  FOR  MAL  PRACTICE. 

BY    WALTER    K.  MANNING,  ESQ. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  ] 

Supreme  Court  at  Lowell — Francis  Conant,  vs.  Peter  Manning.  This 
was  an  action  against  Dr.  Manning,  of  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  a  surgeon  of 
very  respectable  standing,  for  an  alleged  want  of  skill  and  care  in  the 
reduction  and  cure  of  a  dislocation  of  the  plaintiff's  thigh.  It  appeared 
in  evidence  that  on  the  27th  of  December,  1847,  Mr.  Conant,  who  lives 
in  Stow,  was  driving  an  ox  team  with  a  load  of  wood  upon  a  sled,  in  the 
town  of  Lunenburg,  and  fell  under  his  oxen,  and  the  load  passed  over 
him.  He  was  severely  bruised  ;  and  it  was  found  that  his  lower  jaw 
was  fractured  on  each  side,  and  his  thigh-bone  dislocated  ;  that  Dr.  Man- 
ning was  called  immediately,  and  after  great  exertion,  for  several  hours, 
the  limb  was  reduced,  and  the  usual  measures  were  adopted  to  retain  the 
limb  in  its  place.  But  it  was  ascertained  that  the  dislocation  was  ac- 
companied with  a  very  considerable  fracture  of  the  socket,  and  that  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  keep  the  head  of  the  bone  in  its  place.  Mr. 
C.  continued  upon  his  bed  three  or  (bur  weeks,  and  then  began  to  move 
about  the  house  on  his  crutches.  He  then  became  very  impatient,  and 
was  desirous  of  returning  home  ;  but  being  admonished  by  the  Dr.  of  the 
danger  of  leaving,  be  was  induced  to  remain  until  the  15th  of  February, 
1348,  when,  against  the  advice  of  Dr.  M.,  he  left  and  returned  home. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  he  returned  to  Lunenburg  to  see  the  Dr.,  assuring 
him  that  his  limb  was  doing  well,  and  that  he  was  much  better,  and  in- 
deed had  found  the  belt  prescribed  by  the  Dr.  unnecessary,  and  bad  laid 
it  aside.  Dr.  M.  then  examined  him,  and  found  that  his  limbs  were 
nearly  of  the  same  length,  and  that  he  had  considerable  use  of  the  limb 
that  had  been  dislocated.  He  returned  home,  leaving  the  impression 
upon  the  mind  of  the  Dr.  and  all  who  saw  him,  that  he  was  doing  as 
well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  though  Dr.  M.  urged 
upon  him  the  importance  of  resuming  the  belt. 

On  the  2*2d  of  March,  having  been  advised  by  his  family  physician  to 
apply  for  aid  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  after  an  examina- 
tion by  the  surgeons  of  that  institution  Mr.  C.  was  subjected  to  a  severe 
operation  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  condition  of  his  limb.  The 
operation  was  in  a  measure  successful  ;  he  had  a  better  use  of  his  limb 
than  before.  But  an  entire  restoration  has  not  been  attained,  nor  was  it 
expected  by  the  surgeons  at  the  hospital  ;  the  limb  remaining  more  than 
two  inches  shorter  than  before  the  injury. 

The  plaintiff  introduced  witnesses  who  testified,  that  while  he  remain- 
ed under  the  care  of  Dr.  M.,  the  latter  told  him  frequently  that  he  "  was 
getting  along  well,"  that  "all  was  right,"  &c.  His  counsel  contended 
that  the  surgeop  had  misrepresented  his  condition,  and  that  he  had  there- 
by suffered  damage.  Several  surgeons  of  the  hospital  were  called  as 
witnesses,  who  testified  that  the  case  of  Mr.  C.  was  most  difficult — both 
to  understand  and  to  manage  ;  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  under 
any  treatment  the  limb  could  be  restored,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
shown  in  the  case  that  indicated  either  want  of  skill  or  want  of  care  in 
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Dr.  Manning.  One  of  those  gentlemen,  who  had  been  present  and  heard 
the  whole  testimony,  and  who  had  been  notified  that  his  opinion  would 
be  called  for,  gave  his  opinion  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  fault  on  the 
part  of  Dr.  Manning,  but  that  the  case  had  been  treated  by  him  as  well 
and  as  successfully  as  it  could  have  been  treated  under  the  circumstances. 
It  was  admitted  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  that  there  was  no  fault 
or  want  of  skill  in  reducing  and  curing  the  fracture  of  the  jaw,  nor  in 
reducing  or  subsequent  treatment  of  the  hip,  but  it  was  contended  that 
the  Dr.  had  misrepresented  the  condition  of  his  patient.  The  jury  re- 
turned a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $362,50  ! !  !  !  The  defendant  being 
dissatisfied  with  this  result,  made  a  motion  at  once  for  a  new  trial,  on  the 
ground  that  the  verdict  was  manifestly  against  the  weight  of  evidence, 
and  moved  the  judge  who  held  the  court  (Mr.  Justice  Dewey),  that  the 
evidence  might  be  reported  and  submitted  to  the  whole  court  for  that 
purpose,  which  motion  was  sustained  by  the  court. 

E.  R.  Hoar,  for  the  plaintiff;  G.  F.  Farley  and  George  Bancroft  (of 
Suffolk),  for  the  defendant. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  the  foregoing  case  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary character,  and  interesting,  if  not  alarming  to  the  whole  pro- 
fession ;  hut  as  it  will  probably  be  again  submitted  to  a  jury,  propriety 
forbids  any  comment  upon  its  merits. 


ADAPTATION  OF  GOLD  PLATES  TO  TH K  ROOF  OF  THE  MOUTH. 

BY  W.  T.  G.  MORTON,  M.  D. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

In  order  that  the  subject  of  this  article  may  be  fully  comprehended,  and 
its  importance  duly  appreciated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  few  pre- 
liminary remarks  on  the  principles  of  pneumatics  ;  without  these,  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  explain  the  phenomena  of  atmospheric 
pressure. 

Atmospheric  air  may  be  considered  as  a  permanent,  elastic  fluid  ;  al- 
though, from  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Perkins,  it  appears  that  common 
air  may  be  reduced  to  a  liquid  by  great  pressure.  The  invisible,  transpa- 
rent fluid  which  we  call  air,  whose  ultimate  particles  seem  destitute  of 
cohesion,  readily  yields  to  pressure,  within  certain  limits  ;  unlike  liquids, 
the  particles  of  air,  though  indestructible,  will  contract  and  expand  under 
the  influence  of  pressure,  independently  of  temperature. 

Another  remarkable  property  of  air,  is  its  elasticity,  in  virtue  of  which 
it  regains  its  original  bulk  when  any  compressing  force,  to  which  it  has 
been  subjected,  is  removed,  the  non-cohesion  of  its  particles  and  their 
repulsive  power  giving  it  a  tendency  to  expand  again  in  all  directions  the 
moment  the  pressure  is  taken  off. 

It  was  not  till  the  time  of  Galileo  that  experiments  were  instituted  to 
show  that  air  was  as  much  a  material  fluid  as  water,  only  much  less 
dense  ;  he  concluded  that  air  makes  a  definite  pressure  upon  every  object 
on  the  surface  of  our  globe.  Torricelli  and  Pascal  proved  that  this  was 
occasioned  by  its  weight,  and  from  this  they  deduced  the  height  of  the 
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atmosphere.  It  was  afterwards  analyzed,  and  found  to  be,  not  an  ele- 
mentary body,  as  the  ancients  supposed,  but  a  compound  of  nitrogen  and 
oxygen.  Like  solids  and  liquids,  air  has  weight,  which  may  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  balance  ;  a  cubic  foot  of  air  weighs  about  an  ounce  and  a 
quarter.  Its  specific  gravity  is  1,  it  being  taken  as  the  standard  of  com- 
parison in  rinding  the  specific  gravity  of  gases.  Like  all  ponderable 
matter  it  must,  therefore,  produce  a  pressure  in  proportion  to  its  mass  ; 
every  thing  at  the  surface  of  the  earth  must  sustain  a  pressure  from  the 
atmosphere  above,  equal  to  a  column  of  ivater  about  thirty-four  feet  in 
height,  or  a  column  of  mercury  thirty  inches  high  and  one  inch  square  at 
the  base  ;  this  is  about  fifteen  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Supposing  the 
human  body  to  contain  2000  square  inches,  the  atmospheric  pressure 
upon  its  surface  would  be  30,000  pounds.  This  immense  pressure  is  not 
perceptible,  as  it  acts  equally  in  all  directions  ;  it  is  only  when  this  equi- 
librium is  destroyed,  by  removing  the  pressure  in  one  direction,  that  the 
weight  of  the  atmosphere  becomes  evident :  all  the  cavities  of  the  body 
are  filled  either  with  air  or  denser  fluids,  which  counteract  the  pressure  of 
the  external  air. 

The  pressure  of  the  air,  arising  from  its  weight  and  elasticity,  is  the 
cause  of  a  great  number  of  natural  phenomena  ;  man,  also,  lias  turned 
his  knowledge  of  its  properties  to  great  advantage  in  many  operations  of 
science  and  art.  One  of  the  most  ingenious,  happy,  and  useful  applica- 
tions of  this  knowledge  is  in  the  adaptation  of  artificial  teeth.  This 
department  of  dental  science  has  now  arrived  at  great  perfection,  and 
nowhere  is  it  better  understood,  or  more  scientifically  pursued,  than  in 
this  city. 

The  proper  insertion  of  artificial  teeth  is  an  operation  undertaken  by 
many  dentists,  but  accomplished  by  few.  Every  practitioner,  acquainted 
with  the  surgery  of  the  mouth,  must  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  ob- 
serve the  inconveniences,  and  often  serious  injury,  caused  by  the  unskilful 
application  of  artificial  teeth. 

The  honor  of  first  applying  teeth  on  the  atmospheric  principle  belongs 
to  Mr.  Gardette,  of  Philadelphia.  He  made  use  of  an  ivory  plate,  which 
was  with  difficulty  fitted  with  sufficient  exactness  to  exclude  the  air,  and 
consequently  would  drop  out  from  the  slightest  causes.  A  gold  plate 
was  afterwards  substituted,  which  could  be  fitted  with  greater  accuracy, 
and  which  adhered  more  firmly  ;  but  it  was  very  difficult  to  ensure  com- 
plete success  by  this,  either  from  the  want  of  perfect  adaptation,  or  changes 
in  the  alveolar  ridge  after  insertion,  which  would  allow  the  introduction 
of  air  and  cause  the  apparatus  to  drop. 

In  the  old  method,  however  accurate  the  fitting  of  the  plate,  adhesion, 
sufficient  to  answer  the  ordinary  purposes  of  mastication  and  articulation, 
could  not  be  depended  on.  In  some  cases  a  partial  success  was  obtain- 
ed, but  the  best  set  would  not  adhere  with  much  tenacity  at  first ;  it  was 
necessary  to  wear  it  some  time  before  the  adhesion  would  be  comfortably 
firm. 

Aware  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  old  plates,  and  anxious  to  remedy 
them  if  possible,  I  instituted  a  series  of  experiments,  the  results  of  which 
are  given  below.    After  much  labor,  I  have  succeeded  in  making  a  plate; 
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retained  by  a  new  modification  of  atmospheric  pressure,  in  which  the  in- 
conveniences of  slight  adhesion  and  the  consequent  discomforts  are  com- 
pletely obviated.  Its  operation  has  been  witnessed  by  several  scientific 
gentlemen,  and  its  success  has  been  already  demonstrated  in  many  diffi- 
cult cases  in  this  city. 

The  advantages  of  my  improvement  are — that  the  degree  of  adhesion 
is  nearly  as  great,  whatever  the  size  or  shape  of  the  alveolar  ridge — that 
the  adhesion  is  more  perfect  and  instantaneous,  being  as  great  at  the  mo- 
ment of  introduction  as  at  any  subsequent  period — that  the  adhesion  is 
much  greater  than  by  the  old  method.  The  experiment  of  attaching 
considerable  weights  to  my  plates  has  been  made  ;  they  have  borne  with 
ease  a  weight  of  ten  pounds,  and  more  might  have  been  added,  were  it 
not  for  the  fear  of  irritating  the  patient's  mouth.  This  approaches  very 
nearly  the  fifteen  pounds  of  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  on  every 
square  inch  of  the  surface.  Finally,  these  sets  may  be  inserted  and  re- 
tained in  many  cases  where  it  would  be  impossible  by  the  old  method. 

As  this  paper  has  already  reached  a  considerable  length,  we  will  defer 
to  a  future  period  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  modus  operandi. 


HYDROCEPHALUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Should  you  think  the  following  case  of  sufficient  interest  to  pre- 
sent to  your  readers,  it  is  at  your  disposal. 

The  subject  of  the  case  was  Susanna  G.,  of  this  city,  a  littl  girl 
about  11  years  of  age,  who  died  the  18th  of  April  last.  Dr.  Tharpe, 
whose  patient  she  was,  called  upon  me  to  assist  him  in  the  post-mortem. 

The  head  presented  a  greatly  enlarged  appearance.  The  cranial 
bones  were  remarkably  thin,  flexible,  and  almost  diaphanous.  The  dura 
mater  adhered  so  strongly  to  the  interior  of  the  cranial  vault  as  to  require 
considerable  force  in  its  separation.  A  slight  incision  in  the  cerebrum 
opened  into  a  large  cavity,  from  which  was  discharged  not  less  than  one 
quart  of  fluid  of  clear  serum  or  water. 

On  examining  this  cavity  it  was  found  to  occupy  the  whole  interior 
of  both  hemispheres  of  the  cerebrum.  The  lateral  ventricles  in  each 
were  all  thrown  into  one — their  original  form  completely  destroyed,  and 
the  three  so  communicating  and  running  together,  and  then  expanding 
outwardly  in  every  direction,  except  the  base,  as  to  present  the  enormous 
cavity  just  mentioned.  The  whole  superior  and  lateral  portions  of  the 
hemispheres  composing  the  walls  of  this  cavity,  were  quite  thin,  so  that 
at  some  points  the  substance  of  the  brain  seemed  to  be  almost  entirely 
wanting,  and  nothing  left  but  the  meninges  to  form  the  walls  of  the 
ventricles.  The  interior  lining  of  this  cavity  consisted  of  a  strong  mem* 
brane,  everywhere  covered  with  an  immense  number  of  injected  capilla- 
ries. This  membrane,  so  firm  and  dense,  was  doubtless  the  reflected 
portion  of  the  tunica  arachnoidea  lining  the  ventricles,  and  become  thick- 
ened from  inflammation  and  the  effusion  of  coagulable  lymph. 

The  cerebellum  presented  a  somewhat  similar  appearance — to  wit,  a 
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large  cavity  occupying  both  hemispheres,  filled  with  a  similar  fluid,  but 
containing  in  addition  a  quantity  of  purulent  matter.  This  cavity  was  also 
but  one  for  both  hemispheres  of  the  lesser  brain,  and  seemed  to  be  form- 
ed by  the  expansion  laterally  and  inwardly  of  the  fourth  ventricle.  In 
the  natural  state,  it  will  be  recollected  there  is  but  a  small  space. 

Remarks. — The  above  case  presents  a  practical  truth,  exceedingly 
curious  and  interesting  to  the  physiological  and  philosophical  inquirer,  as 
all  the  symptoms  so  completely  upset  and  contradict  what  we  generally 
look  for  and  expect  in  such  a  state  of  things.  For  instead  of  finding  the 
intellect  impaired,  and  the  senses  disturbed,  the  attending  physician  in- 
forms me  that  on  the  contrary  nothing  of  the  kind  occurred  till  within  a 
very  short  time  of  her  death,  when  the  pupils  became  dilated,  and  there 
were  spells  of  occasional  screaming.  There  was  also  at  this  late  period 
intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  and  some  delirium,  from  which,  however, 
she  was  readily  aroused,  and  became  rational. 

But  the  question  comes  upon  us  with  all  its  force,  and  most  especially 
in  its  phrenological  aspect — how  was  it  possible  for  the  brain  to  undergo 
such  a  loss  of  substance,  and  sustain  such  an  immense  weight  of  pressure 
from  the  quantity  of  fluid  present,  and  that  for  so  long  a  time  (for  it  seems 
that  the  enlargement  of  the  head  was  noticed  soon  after  birth,  and  observed 
to  steadily  increase,  to  such  a  degree,  in  fact,  that  the  fontanelles  were 
not  closed  till  about  the  eighth  year) — we  say  the  question  is,  how 
could  the  brain  and  nerves  endure  all  this  pressure,  and  not  manifest 
any  disturbance  in  the  mind  and  senses,  so  as  to  present  symptoms, 
which  would  at  once  direct  the  attention  of  both  physician  and  parents 
to  the  ravages  already  existing,  and  constantly  going  on  to  the  day  of 
her  death  ?  With  the  exception  of  the  enlargement  of  the  head,  there 
was  nothing  to  excite  any  suspicion  of  the  true  state  of  things,  and  of  the 
character  of  that  fell  destroyer  which  swept  her  into  an  early  grave. 

The  practical  inference  we  draw  from  the  above,  seems  to  be,  that  as 
the  brain  is  capable  of  undergoing  so  great  a  loss  of  structure,  and  sus- 
taining so  great  a  pressure  from  fluid,  without  making  any  report  of  such 
fatal  changes,  the  physician  should  give  the  strongest  heed  to  apparently 
the  most  trivial  complaint  in  the  brain,  and  be  inclined  to  suspect  an 
incipient,  lurking  inflammation — which,  as  in  the  above  case,  might,  un- 
attended to,  run  to  a  fatal  termination. 

I  neglected  to  mention  that  this  child  was  never  able  to  use  her  lower 
extremities,  either  in  walking  or  standing.  It  did  not  seem  to  be  paralysis, 
as  she  could  move  them  in  the  bed,  but  simply  an  inability  to  sustain  the 
weight  of  the  body.  She  had  the  free  use  and  strength  of  her  arms,  and 
her  general  health  was  good.  Yours  respectfully, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  12th,  1849.  VV.  R.  Handy. 
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REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  RECOVERY  FROM  A  GUN-SHOT  WOUND  OF 

THE  HEAD. 

BY  DAVID   RICK,  M.I). 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  ] 

Henry  W.  Richardson,  aged  14,  son  of  Francis  Richardson,  of  Leve- 
rett,  on  the  28th  of  Sept.  last,  received  a  severe  gun-shot  wound  in  his 
head.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  was  traversed 
by  the  ball,  but  the  boy  has  now  quite  recovered.  I  deem  the  case  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  reported,  being  in  my  opinion  a  rare  and  in- 
teresting one.  The  circumstances  connected  with,  and  leading  to,  the 
accident,  are  as  follows  : — 

George,  an  elder  brother,  was  in  the  house  loading  a  rifle,  preparatory 
to  firing  at  a  target,  at  some  distance,  through  an  open  window.  Henry 
was  at  the  barn  unloading  a  cart,  and  not  being  aware  of  danger,  ran 
to  the  house,  in  a  foot-path  leading  directly  by  the  window  from  which 
George  was  about  to  fire  his  rifle.  He  passed  by  it  just  as  the  piece  was 
discharged,  the  ball  entering  his  head  when  within  two  feet  of  the  muz- 
zle. He  fell  lifeless,  and  was  supposed  to  be  quite  dead  for  nearly  an 
hour.  He  was  carried  into  the  house  and  laid  upon  a  bed.  I  saw  him 
for  the  first  time  in  the  evening,  about  four  hours  after  the  accident.  I 
found  him  comatose,  extremely  pallid,  the  whole  surface  of  his  body  and 
extremities  cold  and  clammy,  pulse  hardly  perceptible,  and  the  breathing 
discernible  only  by  close  observation.  1  found  that  the  ball  had  passed 
directly  through  his  head,  as  considerable  portions  of  brain  were  hanging 
both  at  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  shot.  I  proceeded  to  shave  the 
hair  from  around  the  external  wounds,  and  to  apply  a  temporary  dressing, 
supposing  that  the  lad  would  probably  die  before  morning ;  but  on  visit- 
ing him  again  at  sunrise,  1  found,  much  to  my  surprise,  that  he  was  still 
alive,  and  that  the  powers  of  life  had  considerably  rallied.  I  removed 
the  dressings,  examined  the  wounds  more  accurately,  and  removed  seve- 
ral comminuted  fragments  of  bone,  with  shreds  of  membrane  and  brain, 
that  hung  from  the  injured  parts  in  view. 

He  remained  entirely  unconscious  for  six  days  after  the  injury.  The 
left  side  of  the  body  was  completely  paralyzed  up  to  this  time.  On  the 
seventh  day,  the  swelling  of  the  scalp  having  subsided,  I  ascertained,  on 
examination,  that  the  skull  was  considerably  fractured  and  broken  up, 
at  the  place  of  exit  of  the  ball.  I  made  a  crucial  incision  through  the 
scalp  at  this  place,  dissected  up  the  corners,  and  removed,  with  an  in- 
strument, several  pieces  of  bone  that  had  been  partially  broken  off  from 
the  skull  by  the  force  of  the  shot,  and  were  making  some  pressure 
upon  the  brain. 

From  this  time  the  boy  evidently  began  to  amend.  His  bowels  were 
easily  moved  by  cathartics  ;  whereas  before,  there  had  been  but  little  ac- 
tion, and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  a  stool  could  be  procured.  His 
pulse  and  breathing  assumed  a  more  favorable  aspect,  and  gradually  be- 
came natural.  He  had  an  evident  relish  for  food,  and  began  to  talk. 
The  paralyzed  portion  of  his  body,  from  this  time,  rapidly  regained  its 
normal  action.    In  four  weeks  from  the  accident  the  wounds  had  con> 
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pletely  healed,  and  the  boy  could  walk  about  the  house,  and  converse 
with  his  friends,  although  there  was  as  yet  but  little  strength  in  the  left 
side  of  his  body. 

The  only  dressing  applied,  through  the  whole  course  of  treatment,  was 
simply  strips  of  linen,  secured  over  the  wound  with  adhesive  plaster. 
These  were  changed  as  often  as  they  became  loosened.  The  head  was 
wet  freely  with  brandy  and  water,  and  a  solution  of  sugar  of  lead.  The 
bowels  were  kept  open  with  castor  oil  and  a  decoction  of  senna.  The 
diet  consisted  entirely  of  fluids  for  the  first  fortnight ;  after  that,  he  was 
allowed  more  nutritious  food. 

The  anatomical  facts  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the  injury  are  as  follows. 
The  ball  (sixty-seven  weighing  one  pound)  entered  the  head  in  the  right 
temple,  about  one  inch  above  and  in  front  of  the  ear,  passing  through  the 
lower  part  of  the  frontal  suture,  a  little  above  its  junction  with  the  sphe- 
noid bone,  and  passed  out  at  the  back  part  of  the  head,  through  the  lamb- 
doidal  suture  of  the  same  side,  a  few  lines  below  its  apex  The  dis- 
tance from  one  wound  to  the  other  was  about  five  inches  and  five  eighths. 
These  measurements  show  that  the  ball  must  have  traversed  nearly  or 
quite  five  inches  of  the  substance  of  the  brain.  The  boy  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time  quite  well,  although  he  has  some  peculiarities  that  he  did  not 
have  before  the  injury.  He  has  a  slight  stoop  in  his  shoulders,  and 
goes  with  his  head  down  more  than  formerly,  and  is  more  inclined  to 
mirthfulness. 

Leverett,  Mass.,  May  1st,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   MAY   2  3,    184  9. 


Remedy  for  Quackery. — By  referring  to  a  communication  from  Dr. 
Skinner,  of  Vermont,  in  to-day's  Journal,  it  will  be  perceived  that,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whole  profession,  he  laments  the  mighty  evil  of  quackery, 
which  neither  legislation — appeals  to  reason — nor  the  baneful  results  on 
society  of  an  almost  universal  patronage  of  nostrums,  has  in  the  least  de- 
gree corrected  or  diminished.  He  therefore  proposes  an  entirely  new  sys- 
tem of  operations  to  counteract  this  national  disgrace  and  injury  to  the 
people — viz.,  by  supplying  them  with  medicines,  in  a  popular  form,  which 
are  in  themselves  useful.  Medicine  mongers,  he  suggests,  may  be  driven 
from  the  ground  in  this  way,  and  in  no  other.  Agents,  and  all  others 
deriving  advantage  from  the  immense  trade  in  nostrums  now  carried  on 
throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  country,  would  prefer  to 
sell  articles  from  a  responsible  source  ;  but  if  physicians  of  acknowledged 
standing  will  not  furnish  them,  they  will  traffic  in  such  as  are  provided, 
whether  good  or  bad,  because  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  popular  medi- 
cines, it  being  part  and  parcel  of  the  American  character  to  be  constantly 
dabbling  in  supposed  remedies  for  all  kinds  of  diseases.  Whether  Dr. 
Skinner  will  be  countenanced  in  his  project  by  his  brethren,  we  are  unable 
to  determine.    Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  we  are  not  justified  in  doing 
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wnong,  that  good  may  follow.  To  his  high  and  honorable  bearing,  emi- 
nent professional  abilities,  and  philanthropy,  we  can  bear  testimony.  It 
would  be  gratifying  to  have  the  opinion  of  our  correspondents  upon  this 
novel  proposition. 


Gold  Plate  Work  in  Dentistry. — Those  who  are  interested  in  the  on- 
ward progress  of  the  mechanical  part  of  dentistry,  will  read  the  communi- 
cation from  Dr.  Morton,  in  the  Journal  of  to-day,  with  much  satisfaction. 
We  recently  examined  a  specimen  of  the  beautiful  philosophical  contri- 
vance referred  to,  by  which  a  plate,  fitted  to  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  actually 
sustained  a  weight  of  ten  pounds,  by  the  mere  pressure  of  the  atmos- 
phere. If  it  is  an  old  principle,  it  is  certainly  a  very  admirable  one,  which 
in  this  particular  application  commends  itself  at  sight.  If  our  operators 
would  obviate  the  swaying,  sliding  movement  which  the  tongue,  in  an 
imperfect  cast  of  the  region,  gives  to  an  upper  set  of  artificial  teeth,  they 
would  at  once  be  influenced  by  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  article. 
Dr.  Morton  deserves  the  thanks  of  practitioners  and  the  public  for  this 
improvement  in  the  practice  of  dentistry. 


New  Tourniquet. — Daniel  Huntington,  M.D.,  of  Rochester,  Vt.,  has 
invented  a  curious  little  instrument  for  restraining  bleeding  vessels,  which 
would  be  an  excellent  tourniquet  under  any  circumstances.  The  idea  is 
to  use  a  pocket  handkerchief,  a  ribbon,  or  a  cord,  instantly,  if  necessity 
requires.  It  is  really  a  beautiful  winch,  which  with  a  rachet  wheel  and 
dog,  holds  a  grip  which  would  be  equal  to  all  emergencies.  While  it 
combines  all  the  advantages  to  be  found  in  any  and  all  the  known  kinds  of 
tourniquets, *it  is  far  more  simple  than  any  of  them  in  point  of  construction, 
cheap,  and  yet  powerful  and  certain  in  its  action.  Should  Dr.  H.  cause 
his  new  instrument  to  be  manufactured  for  use  beyond  his  own  practice, 
we  hope  that  surgeons  will  not  only  give  it  a  fair  trial,  but  also  announce 
their  opinions  to  their  professional  brethren. 


Chemical  Analysis. — Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Philadelphia,  pub- 
lishers whose  names  are  familiar  to  students  in  every  department  of  human 
knowledge,  have  sent  abroad  an  uncommonly  well-proportioned  volume, 
as  rich  in  matter  as  it  is  inviting  in  external  appearance,  on  "  Chemical 
Analysis — qualitative  and  quantitative,  by  Henry  M.  Noad,  with  numerous 
additions  by  Campbell  Moffatt,  a  practical  chemist,  with  illustrations." 
Those  who  have  been  familiar  wiih  the  leading  objects  of  this  Journal, 
will  recollect  that  on  the  subject  of  chemistry  we  have  uniformly  and 
habitually  insisted  that  the  science  of  chemistry  is  culpably  neglected  in 
many  of  the  schools.  Lectures  are  given,  to  be  sure,  but  the  faculties 
do  not  sufficiently  insist  upon  a  thorough  system  of  reading  and  study 
upon  this  essential  branch  of  a  medical  education.  Unless  the  chair  hap- 
pens to  be  filled  by  a  man  of  very  commanding  reputation,  the  students 
quite  turn  their  hacks  upon  the  laboratory.  When  brilliant  experiments  are 
exhibited,  an  attendance  is  expected  ;  but  otherwise,  the  seats  are  as  empty 
as  though  a  contribution  of  money  was  contemplated.  We  have  viewed 
this  state  of  things  with  astonishment,  especially  when  the  fact  is  acknow- 
ledged that  a  medical  practitioner  should  be  minutely  familiar  with  phar- 
maceutical chemistry,  at  least.  It  would  be  a  curious  spectacle  to  witness 
the  examination  of  some  individuals  on  this  important  but  neglected  sub- 
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ject,  when  about  to  be  admitted  to  a  degree  in  medicine.  There  are 
books  prepared  for  giving  an  insight  into  the  leading  principles  of  che- 
mistry, in  which  all  extraneous  and  useless  speculations  are  avoided,  and 
those  facts  are  both  presented  and  systematically  arranged  which  facilitate 
the  labors  of  medical  students  who  do  not  happen  to  be  particularly  in 
love  with  what  they  are  pleased  to  denominate  a  dull,  unprofitable  pursuit. 
The  book  before  us  is  of  this  class,  and  is  well  calculated  to  create  and 
sustain  an  interest  in  chemical  studies.  All  the  soporific  qualities  are  hap- 
pily extracted,  so  that  one  need  not  be  afraid  to  encounter  its  pages  with 
open  eyes,  in  full  expectation  of  becoming  wise  just  in  proportion  to  his 
individual  efforts  to  master  the  author's  profound,  excellent  and  elegant  re- 
searches. Medical  students  should  avail  themselves  of  this  admirable 
guide,  if  they  have  a  particle  of  ambition  to  sustain  themselves,  in  the  de- 
partment of  chemistry,  as  accomplished  physicians. 


Practical  Compendium  of  Midwifery. — A  course  of  lectures,  by  the 
late  celebrated  Robert  Gooch,  M.D.,  delivered  by  him  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  on  the  diseases  of  women  and  infants,  prepared  for  publication 
by  George  Skinner — a  fourth  American  edition — is  fresh  from  the  press  of 
Messrs.  Barrington  &  Haswell,  Philadelphia.  There  need  nothing  be  said 
in  regard  to  the  writings  of  the  lamented  author.  His  fame  is  extensive  ; 
for  wherever  civilization  and  science  have  been  introduced,  there  the  name 
and  character  of  Dr.  Gooch  are  known.  Those  who  desire  to  be  taught, 
could  not  go  to  a  more  worthy  source  for  instruction.  Messrs.  Ticknor  & 
Co.  have  this  book  on  sale. 


Dr.  Lee's  Valedictory. — An  unusual  accumulation  of  papers,  pamphlets, 
books,  (Sec,  has  prevented  a  notice  of  a  valedictory  discourse  to  the  gra- 
duating class  of  the  Geneva  Medical  College,  by  C.  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  the 
Professor  of  Pathology  and  Materia  Medica.  A  gentleman  of  his  expe- 
rience, literary  reputation  and  capacity,  would  not  be  likely  to  fail,  on  any 
occasion,  to  meet  the  expectation  of  the  public.  In  no  former  publication 
of  a  similar  character,  has  Dr.  Lee  been  more  happy  than  in  this.  It  is 
neither  prosy  nor  verbose,  but  abounds  in  most  excellent  suggestions,  and 
is  redolent  with  words  of  wisdom. 


The  American  Medical  Association. — The  officers  of  the  Association, 
chosen  at  the  last  meeting,  were  as  follows  : — Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of 
Massachusetts,  President ;  Drs.  J.  P.  Harrison  of  Ohio,  H.  H.  Maguire 
of  Virginia,  A.  Flint  of  New  York,  and  R.  S.  Stewart  of  Maryland,  Vice 
Presidents  ;  Drs.  A.  Stille  of  Pennsylvania,  and  H.  I.  Bowditch  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Secretaries ;  Dr.  Isaac  Hays  of  Pennsylvania,  Treasurer. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees : — Medical  Sciences,  Dr.  Ware,  of  Boston;  Practical  Medicine, 
Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia;  Surgery,  Dr.  R.  D.  Mussey,  of  Cincin- 
nati; Obstetrics,  Dr.  Prioleau,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  Medical  Education, 
Dr.  Roby,  of  Maryland;  Medical  Literature,  Dr.  A.  Stille,  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  Committee  of  Publication,  Dr.  I.  Hays,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Indige- 
nous Medical  Botany,  Dr.  E.  Ives,  of  New  Haven;  Forensic  Medicine, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Stevens,  of  N.  York;  Hygiene,  Dr.  J.  M.  Smith,  of  N.  York. 
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Medical  Miscellany— Died  at  New  Orleans,  Antoinette  Maxen,  a  color- 
ed woman,  at  the  ag;e  of  135  !— Dr.  Aaron  Young,  Jr.,  of  Bangor,  Me., 
is  to  take  charge  of  the  department  of  the  natural  sciences  in  the  Normal 
Institute. — Thomas  Hunt,  M.D.,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Physiology, 
Pathology  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Louisiana. — 
Dr.  David  Harlan  goes  out  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Plymouth,  ordered 
to  the  Pacific,  and  Frank  M.  Grinnel  Assistant  Surgeon. — A  new  and 
curiously-constructed  tooth  brush  has  been  sent  out  from  England,  which 
may  be  had  at  Almy's,  corner  of  Howard  and  Court  streets,  which  is  highly 
recommended  by  Dr.  Hitchcock.  The  bristles  are  so  arranged  that  the 
teeth  can  be  brushed  on  the  inner  side,  and  thus  dislodge  all  offending 
panicles. — Cholera  is  gaining  at  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati.  Several  cases 
appeared  last  week  in  New  York.  Its  apparently  non-contagious  charac- 
ter neither  allays  public  alarm,  nor  lessens  its  melancholy  mortality. 
While  two  classes  of  physicians  are  disputing  in  regard  to  its  contagious- 
ness, the  mighty  plague  sweeps  onward,  paying  no  respect  to  either. — 
The  sum  paid  for  advertising  by  some  of  the  dealers  in  patent  medicines 
in  New  York,  is  almost  incredible.  The  editors  of  the  New  York  Sun 
state  that  Dr.  Townseud  has  paid  them  ten  thousand  dollars  within  the 
last  four  years  for  advertising;  and  Sands's  great  sarsaparilla  establish- 
ment in  that  cit]  ,  expends  annually  some  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  in 
advertising  in  d  fferenl  papers  through  the  country.  The  amount  paid  by 
Dr.  Townsend  for  advertising  during  the  last  four  years  is  said  to  be  over 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Large  sums  are  also  expended  in  engaging 
the  services  of  individuals  to  write  their  advertisements. — By  the  recent 
proposed  modification  of  the  laws  and  by-laws  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  the  annual  meeting,  should  the  modification  be  adopted,  is 
to  be  held  hereafter  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  June — in  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal towns  or  cities  of  the  Commonwealth.  This  season  the  Society  will 
meet  in  Boston  and  dine  at  Faneuil  Hall,  May  31st. 


To  the  Editor.  Dear  Sir, — My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Elizur  Smith,  Esq.,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  the  regular  receipt 
of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  from  the  opening  of  the  last  session  to  its  close. 

Lee,  May  1th,  1819.  Asa  G.  Welch. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Maltocks's  paper  on  New  Remedies  and  New  Treatment,  has 
been  received. 


Erratum.— Page  302,  line  4,  for  "  this  resolution/'  read  this  statement. 


Married,  — In  Boston,  Samuel  Parkman,  M.D.,  to  Miss  M.  E.  Dwight— Horatio  S.  Smith, 
M  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  L.  D.  Munroe.— At  Sorel.  Canada,  Edward  Q.  Sewell,  M.D., 
to  Miss  S.  Hayden. 


Died,— Tn  Bath,  Me.,  Dr.  John  Stockbridge,  69.— At  Waterville,  Me.,  Dr.  Moses  Appleton, 
76.— At  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Dr.  Reuben  M.  Woodruff,  38.— At  Charleston,  S.  C,  Dr.  Frederick, 
Howes,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  25.— At  Thomaston,  Me.,  by  suicide,  Dr.  V.  P.  Coolidge,  the  murderer 
of  Matthews. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— fox  the  week  ending  May  19th,  65.— Males,  30— females,  35.— 
Of  consumption,  9— measles,  9— scarlet  fever,  11— typhus  fever,  2— lung  fever,  3— inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — accidental,  3 — erysipelas,  4 — child-bed,  2  

marasmus,  ] — scrofula,  1 — throat  distemper,  ] — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— cholera  infantum,  1  

convulsions,  1 — dysentery,  1 — debility,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — old  age,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — paralysis, 
1 — drowned,  1— disease  of  the  brain,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — teething,  1 — infantile,  1 — 
unknown,  1. 

Under  5  years,  36— between  5  and  20  years,  11— between  20  and  40  years,  6— between  40 
and  60  years,  6 — over  60  years,  6. 
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Addendum  to  Dr.  Bowler's  Paper  on  Vital  Dynamics. — I  beg  leave  to 
add  the  following  note,  hoping  that  it  may  attract  the  attention  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  If  that  distinguished  and  patriotic  medi- 
cal Congress  should  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  an  improved 
method  of  taking  the  decennial  census,  and  should  recommend  as  expedi- 
ent, the  adoption,  in  connection  with  other  nations,  of  one  method  for  all, 
as  far  as  may  be  convenient,  great  advantages  would  result  to  the  science 
of  political  economy  and  vital  statistics.  The  mutual  interests  of  nations 
as  well  as  the  interests  of  science,  require  that  statistical  methods  should 
be  identical  or  similar  ;  otherwise  numerical  comparisons  must  be  very  un- 
satisfactory, nay,  almost  impossible,  as  every  honest  inquirer  must  admit. 

Had  the  different  nations  that  cultivate  statistical  science,  adopted  the 
same  methods,  the  same  points  of  departure,  and  the  same  aims,  numerical 
comparisons  would  not  be,  what  they  are  now,  very  unsatisfactory,  because 
uncertain.  Each  nation  has  not  only  a  different  process  and  a  different 
time,  but  often  a  different  object,  in  periodical  enumerations,  according  as 
the  military,  industrial,  or  other  interest  sways  the  government.  Even,  in 
the  same  country,  one  annual  or  decennial  census  differs,  sometimes,  es- 
sentially in  its  classification  from  that  by  which  it  was  preceded  :  for  ex- 
ample, the  census  of  the  United  States  for  1800,  reckons  all  persons  under 
sixteen  years  of  age  as  one  class.  In  the  next  decennial  enumeration,  this 
class  is  divided  into  one  and  a  fraction,  and  ten  years  after  into  three  and  a 
fraction.  In  1800,  and  in  the  two  succeeding  decennial  periods,  all  persons 
aged  45  and  over,  form  but  one  class;  while  in  1S30,  this  class  undergoes 
six  decimations,  and  in  no  census  are  any  persons  reckoned  as  exceeding 
one  hundred  years,  though  some  survive  that  age  from  ten  to  forty  years, 
particularly  in  the  South.  In  every  census  the  black  race  is  classified  in  a 
manner  wholly  different  from  the  white,  while,  in  both,  births  and  deaths 
are  entirely  omitted.  Hence  several  of  the  important  elements  of  vital 
statistics  can  never  enter  into  our  calculations. 

A  registry  of  births,  deaths,  and  ages,  is  required  in  order  to  solve 
many  vital  problems.  For  example,  is  the  comparative  mean  duration  of 
life  in  New  Orleans,  Paris,  London,  or  St.  Petersburg,  a  question  to  be 
solved  ?  Is  not  this  question  one  of  simple  arithmetic  ?  Suppose  the  creo- 
lized  population  of  New  Orleans  to  be  only  100,000 — exclude  from  this 
reckoning  immigration  and  emigration — suppose  the  births  to  be  annually 
4,000,  and  the  deaths  the  same — then  the  population  will  be  stationary,  and 
the  mean  duration  of  life  will  be  exactly  twenty-five  years,  however  much 
individual  ages  may  vary  from  each  other.  Hence,  by  using  the  births  or 
deaths  for  a  divisor,  the  quotient  will  be  the  average  or  mean  life  of  the 
entire  population.  But  this  will  be  an  erroneous  method,  if  in  our  popu- 
lation, the  births  be  as  above,  4,000,  while  the  deaths  are  only  2,000  year- 
ly : — for,  in  this  case,  the  mean  life  will  be  doubled,  or  at  least  greatly 
augmented.  When  the  ratio  between  the  births  and  deaths  differs  consi- 
derably, the  mean  of  the  two  will  serve  as  a  divisor  in  the  obtainment  of 
the  mean  life,  with,  at  least,  an  approximative  certainty.  If  the  unaccli- 
mated  portion  of  New  Orleans  be  reckoned  at  one-fourth  of  the  entire 
population,  this  fourth  will  probably  furnish  the  half  of  the  annual  mortality, 
and  consequently  the  mean  length  of  life  among  the  Creoles  will  be  greatly 
diminished.  Thus,  if  the  mean  life  of  Creoles  be  45,  while  that  of  strangers 
is  only  25,  the  average  of  life  in  New  Orleans  will  be  only  35,  that  is,  Cre- 
ole life  will  be  shortened  ten  years  by  the  doctrine  of  averages,  which,  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  extent,  actually  happens. — N.  Orleans  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal. 
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CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Though  not  authorized  by  any  autopsical  observation  of  my  own,  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  applying  the  above  appellation  to  an  epidemic 
which  has  prevailed  in  this  vicinity  for  a  few  weeks  past.  The  term 
implies  a  pathological  condition  denoted  by  the  phenomena  which  the 
disease  has  presented,  and  which  very  nearly  correspond  with  those  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Stone,  in  his  paper  in  the  Journal,  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject. Since  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  this  epidemic  has  made  its 
appearance  in  different  parts  of  this  and  the  adjoining  counties ;  pre- 
senting an  assemblage  of  symptoms,  and  exhibiting  a  degree  of  fatality, 
not  common  to  any  disease  that  has  heretofore  prevailed  among  us. 
Those  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  notice,  have  occurred  within  a 
circuit  of  two  or  three  miles,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  little  village  of 
Dresserville,  about  five  miles  from  me ;  a  hitherto  healthy  locality,  and 
one  which  has  enjoyed  a  remarkable  immunity  from  the  ordinary  epi- 
demics of  our  country. 

The  abruptness  of  the  attack,  the  almost  undeviating  uniformity  of 
the  symptoms  which  usher  it  in,  and  the  frightful  rapidity  with  which 
fatal  cases  have  hurried  to  a  termination,  all  seem  to  mark  the  disease  as 
distinct  from  any  with  which  we  have  been  practically  acquainted. 
The  patient,  from  health,  or  perhaps  slight  indisposition,  is  suddenly 
seized  with  pain  in  the  head  and  joints,  attended  with  rigors  more  or 
less  severe  ;  the  extremities  immediately  become  cold,  the  countenance 
livid  and  death-like,  the  eyes  wild  and  staring ;  vision  imperfect ;  pulse 
small,  rapid  and  irregular;  tongue  pale,  and  covered  with  thin  white  fur; 
great  restlessness,  spasms,  and  early  manifestations  of  sensorial  dis- 
turbance, confusion  of  the  intellect  or  actual  delirium,  and  in  some  in- 
stances convulsions,  stupor,  and  death  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
Generally,  however,  this  state  has  been  tardily  succeeded  by  re-action  ;  the 
face  becomes  flushed,  the  eyes  suffused  and  sparkling,  seeming  to  pro- 
trude from  their  sockets ;  the  respiration  hurried  ;  pulse  at  times  tolerably 
full  and  hard,  but  thready  and  intermitting  during  the  paroxysms.  The 
patient  becomes  more  restless  and  unmanageable,  tosses  about  upon  the 
bed,  throws  himself  backward  and  forward,  grates  the  teeth,  complains 
of  the  head  or  back,  talks  incoherently ;  and  as  the  disease  advances, 
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convulsions  or  paroxysms  of  furious  delirium  occur,  alternated  by  inter- 
vals of  somnolency,  during  which  the  patient  lies  apparently  insensible, 
with  the  eyes  turned  upward,  and  a  constant  twitching  of  the  muscles 
of  the  face  ;  groans  occasionally,  calls  the  name  of  some  friend,  or  per- 
haps mutters  an  indistinct  complaint.  In  some  cases,  the  symptoms  have 
at  times  seemed  to  abate  ;  the  skin  become  moist,  the  pulse  more  free 
and  full,  with  a  return  of  reason,  and  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
general  appearance  ;  when,  all  at  once,  the  aspect  of  the  case  would 
change,  the  symptoms  resume  their  former  severity,  and  go  on  increas- 
ing until  the  vital  energies  become  exhausted  and  the  patient  sinks. 
Muscular  prostration,  however,  has  not  been  very  conspicuous — the 
patients,  in  some  instances,  being  able  to  get  up  and  walk  about,  almost 
to  the  last. 

The  pain  in  the  head,  back  of  the  neck,  and  one  or  more  of  the 
joints  of  the  extremities,  together  with  delirium,  and  a  remarkable  pro- 
trusion of  the  eyes  when  re-action  has  taken  place,  have,  I  believe,  been 
constant  symptoms  in  all  severe  cases.  The  stomach  has  sympathized 
but  little  ;  the  bowels,  though  readily  moved  by  laxatives,  have  mani- 
fested no  tendeney  to  diarrhoea.  Paucity  of  urine,  with  retention  in  the 
latter  stage,  have  also  been  prominent  symptoms.  In  two  cases  strabis- 
mus and  double  vision  have  been  present,  at  intervals,  from  the  com- 
mencement through  the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  With  two  or 
three  exceptions,  the  subjects  have  been  children  or  youths  with  sangui- 
neo-athletic  temperament. 

In  the  case  of  one  lady,  of  nervous  temperament  and  feeble  constitu- 
tion, whom  I  saw,  with  her  physician,  on  the  second  day  of  her  disease, 
no  re-action  had  taken  place.  I  was  informed  that  she  had  convulsions 
on  the  preceding  day,  and  the  vital  energies  seemed  prostrated  as  it 
were  by  a  sudden  shock.  The  countenance  was  livid,  the  surface 
covered  with  cold  clammy  perspiration  ;  the  pulse  feeble,  fluttering  and 
irregular,  with  great  muscular  prostration  and  constant  muttering  deli- 
rium. Diffusible  stimuli  were  administered  freely,  but  with  no  avail. 
She  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  attack. 

In  the  case  of  a  little  boy,  also,  whom  I  was  called  to  visit  a  short 
time  before  he  died,  there  was  no  re-action.  He  was  seized  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening  with  shivering,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  pain  in  the 
head,  &c,  soon  became  delirious,  and  was  now  in  a  state  of  partial  in- 
sensibility, surface  and  extremities  cold,  pulse  feeble  and  intermitting, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  pupil,  which  was  permanently  contract- 
ed, his  appearance  was  like  that  of  one  suffering  from  concussion  of  the 
brain.  In  this  case,  death  took  place  in  about  twenty  hours  from  the 
attack. 

The  disease  has  observed  no  marked  crisis  or  stated  duration,  nor  has 
any  case  assumed  a  decidedly  typhoid  character.  Some  have  been 
protracted  in  consequence  of  relapses  from  the  effect  of  cold  ;  in  these 
there  have  been  periodical  remissions  and  exacerbations,  closely  simulating 
the  tertian  type  of  intermittents.  Generally,  however,  those  that  have 
terminated  favorably,  have  convalesced  pretty  soon,  with  copious  dia- 
phoresis, and  a  gradual  abatement  of  the  symptoms. 
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Such  have  been  the  general  features  of  this  malady,  which  lias  doubt- 
less displayed  less  virulence  and  been  attended  with  less  fatality  in  this, 
than  in  many  other  places.  The  same  inexplicable  circumstances,  how- 
ever, that  have  attended  it  elsewhere,  have  been  present  here.  It  has 
confined  itself  to  a  narrow  circuit,  and  that,  too,  in  a  section  where  there 
are  no  apparent  physical  causes  that  have  not  existed  for  years  ;  none 
that  are  not  found  in  almost  any  part  of  the  surrounding  country.  That 
it  is  the  result  of  some  meteorological  influence,  we  cannot  doubt,  if  we 
will  compare  its  characteristics  with  those  of  our  common  miasmatic 
diseases.  But  why  it  should  so  suddenly  appear,  without  a  visible  cause, 
and  why  an  aerial  poison,  so  active  in  its  nature,  should  not  diffuse  itself 
over  a  greater  extent  of  territory,  are  problems  as  difficult  of  solution  as 
are  many  of  the  phenomena  of  our  intermitting  fevers.  Why  these 
should  affect  the  animal  economy  in  the  precise  manner  they  do,  lying 
as  it  were  ambushed  in  the  system  for  months,  and  then  suddenly  breaking 
forth,  and  displaying  so  strict  an  observance  of  those  laws  which  regulate 
their  periodicity  and  succession  of  stages,  has  never  yet  been  satisfacto- 
rily explained. 

As  was  intimated  at  first,  no  post-mortem  examinations  have  been 
made  ;  yet  the  symptoms  have  most  unequivocally  denoted  disease  pri- 
marily located  in  the  nervous  system.  In  no  instance  have  there  been 
evidences  of  inflammation  in  any  of  the  abdominal  or  thoracic  viscera  ; 
and  in  some,  death  has  occurred  even  before  the  development  of  inflam- 
matory action  in  any  part.  Here,  of  course,  the  extinction  of  life  has 
not  resulted  from  the  shock  of  pain,  or  from  structural  lesion  of  any  vital 
organ  ;  but  from  mere  suspension  of  nervous  power — a  withdrawal,  as  it 
were,  of  the  stimulus,  and  consequent  arrest  of  the  whole  play  of  sympa- 
thetic influences  concerned  in  the  operations  of  life.  That  death  may 
result  from  lesion  of  those  forces  that  animate  the  living  structures,  as 
well  as  from  lesion  of  organization,  has  long  been  an  axiom  with  the 
physiologist.  Indeed,  when  organic  lesions  occur,  they  are  mere  subsidi- 
ary events  in  the  development  of  the  more  immediate  causes  of  disso- 
lution. 

That  this  disease,  then,  is  produced  by  some  morbific  agent,  acting 
directly  upon  the  cerebro-nervous  system,  we  cannot  doubt.  But  the 
probable  origin,  the  peculiar  properties,  and  the  modus  operandi  of  this 
agent,  are  speculative  points,  upon  which  the  purposed  limits  of  this  arti- 
cle will  not  permit  me  to  enter.  That  it  should  act  thus  specifically  upon 
the  system,  uniformly  invading  the  same  structures,  and  producing  the 
same  train  of  phenomena,  is  not  more  remarkable  than  that  a  narcotic 
should  invariably  exert  a  sedative  influence  upon  the  nervous  system  ;  or 
that  ergot  should  act  energetically  upon  the  gravid  uterus,  without  per- 
ceptibly affecting  any  other  organ,  even  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  mem- 
brane, with  which  it  is  in  immediate  contact.  These  facts  have  become 
so  familiar,  that  they  cease  to  excite  our  surprise,  and  we  know  that 
remedial  and  morbific  agents  are  controlled  by  similar  laws. 

A  question  of  far  more  practical  importance  than  the  foregoing,  suggests 
itself,  viz. — What  is  the  treatment  best  calculated  to  arrest  this  malady  ? 
On  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease,  some  cases  have  fallen  into  the 
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hands  of  quacks  of  different  orders,  but  the  elements  becoming  too 
boisterous  for  such  mariners,  they  have  fled  like  birds  before  a  tempest, 
leaving  the  subsequent  management  to  those  whose  motto  is,  "  However 
fierce  the  storm,  stand  fast  to  the  helm  and  brave  the  fury  of  the  shock." 

The  first  three  cases  that,  occurred,  terminated  fatally  within  60  hours 
after  the  attack.  One  of  these  was  treated  by  a  Thomsonian.  With 
the  other  two,  venesection  was  practised  to  some  extent,  and  though  the 
condition  of  the  pulse  and  other  symptoms  seemed  to  indicate  the  mea- 
sure, according  to  the  judgment  of  their  attendant,  it  produced  but  slight, 
temporary  relief,  and  was  soon  followed  by  rapid  prostration  and  death. 
I  am  informed  that  similar  unfavorable  results  have  followed  active  de- 
pletion, either  sanguineous  or  otherwise,  wherever  it  has  been  practised. 
Whether  the  employment  of  the  means  and  the  unfortunate  terminations, 
have  been  mere  concomitant  circumstances,  or  whether  they  have  borne 
the  relation  of  cause  and  effect,  we  are  not  permitted  to  decide.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  relation  is  so  apparent,  that  the  idea  now  prevails,  to  a 
dangerous  extent,  that  the  use  of  the  lancet  in  this  disease  is  the  sure 
harbinger  of  destruction.  So  strong  is  this  prejudice  with  the  non-pro- 
fessional, that  a  practitioner  of  equivocal  decision,  and  limited  claim  upon 
the  confidence  of  his  patients,  would  scarcely  be  permitted  to  employ 
this  important  remedy,  even  were  it  indispensably  requisite.  That  it 
may  be  sometimes  indispensable,  and  often  beneficial,  in  this  as  well  as 
in  other  diseases,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  Yet  upon  a  careful  conside- 
ration of  the  circumstances  and  peculiar  tendencies  of  the  complaint,  we 
shall  place  less  reliance  upon  it  than  we  might  at  first  be  disposed  to  do. 
True  the  manifest  cerebral  disturbance,  a  predominant  feature  in  almost 
every  case,  would  seem  to  call  for  the  abstraction  of  blood,  as  one  of  the 
principal  means  of  affording  relief ;  but  as  has  been  very  justly  observed, 
the  symptoms  are  those  of  some  powerful  sedative  operating  upon  the 
nervous  system  and  paralyzing  sensation.  Re-action  has  generally  been 
slowly  and  imperfectly  developed,  fatal  cases  having  sunk  under  the 
effects  of  mischief  apparently  sustained  prior  to  its  occurrence.  Conges- 
tion, or  inflammatory  action  if  present,  are  only  symptoms  denoting 
that  the  insidious  foe  has  previously  made  his  assault  upon  the  citadel 
of  life. 

With  these  views,  corroborated  by  the  result  of  what  experience  op- 
portunity has  afforded,  we  have  been  led  to  adopt  that  plan  of  treat- 
ment calculated  to  equalize  the  circulation,  and  restore  the  sensitive 
power  of  the  nerves,  with  the  least  possible  expenditure  of  the  vital  ener- 
gies. For  this  purpose,  mild  stimulating  and  tepid  drinks,  warm  pedilu- 
vium,  and  external  revulsive  applications,  are  our  main  reliance  until 
re-action  is  established,  which  is  afterwards  controlled,  as  far  as  possible, 
by  a  prompt  contra-stimulant  plan.  Laxatives,  mercurials,  nauseating, 
and  the  ordinary  febrifuge  remedies,  and  sedatives,  have  been  used  accord- 
ing to  the  indications.  Counter-irritants  have  been  used  with  great  free- 
dom. In  most  instances,  active  sinapisms  or  vesicants  have  been  applied 
to  the  epigastrium,  spine  and  extremities,  and  continued  while  the  symp- 
toms appeared  to  demand  them. 

But  as  I  designed  to  say  little  of  the  treatment  at  this  time,  I  shall 
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speak  more  fully  upon  the  subject,  illustrating  it  with  notes  of  cases,  in  a 
future  communication,  should  the  disease  continue  to  prevail. 

Summer  Hill,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1849.  H.  O.  Jewett. 


SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS —NO.  VI. 
CHARLES    D.   MEIGS,   ESQ,.  M.D. 
[Concluded  from  page  315.] 

In  1832,  when  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  were  daily  receiving  accounts 
of  the  horrid  ravages  of  that  dreadful  epidemic,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  in 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  the  councils  appointed  three  physicians  to  go 
to  the  scene  of  desolation,  and  examine  the  nature  of  the  disease  ;  and, 
if  possible,  find  some  remedy  or  palliative,  for  its  treatment,  ere  it  should 
reach  us.  The  individuals  selected  were  Drs.  C.  D.  Meigs,  Richard 
Harlan  (peace  to  his  ashes  !),  and  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson.  These  gentle- 
men repaired  to  Quebec  and  other  places  where  the  disease  was  most 
rife,  and  attentively  examined  it,  in  all  its  details.  Their  report  was 
followed  by  the  adoption  of  the  most  stringent  regulations  for  the  promo- 
tion of  cleanliness  and  comfort,  in  all  the  remote  and  public  places  in  our 
city.  This,  with  the  confidence  infused  into  the  people,  and  city  officers, 
were  no  doubt  among  the  greatest  means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  the 
disease  on  its  way  South.  The  mildness  of  its  attacks  among  us,  may 
most  probably  be  accounted  for  in  this  way.  On  the  first  appearance  of 
the  disease,  houses  were  set  apart  and  furnished  with  all  the  appliances 
of  hospitals,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  most  distinguished  of  our 
physicians.  Dr.  Meigs,  then  lecturer  on  obstetrics  in  the  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, was  appointed  to  superintend  one  in  Cherry  street,  above  Fifth, 
in  the  session  room  of  the  third  Presbyterian  church.  Dr.  Meigs's  favo- 
rite prescription,  in  addition  to  venesection  and  the  application  of  heat  to 
the  extremities,  was  Dr.  Hope's  camphor  mixture,  with  which,  with  his 
usual  enthusiasm,  he  hoped  to  cure  most  of  the  cases — but,  alas !  the 
final  counting  up  of  the  cases,  after  the  disease  had  left  us,  showed  that 
the  injection  of  salt  and  water  or  blood  into  the  veins  (Drs.  Jackson  and 
Horner),  the  chicken  water  practice  (Dr.  Parrish),  and  the  eclectic 
modes  of  practice  (Dr.  Chapman  and  others),  all  resulted  in  about  the 
same  thing.    In  the  long  run,  the  mortality  was  about  the  same. 

Dr.  M.  never  for  a  moment  relaxed  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  huma- 
nity. Night  after  night,  and  day  after  day,  saw  him  devoting  the  whole 
of  his  energies,  and  bringing  the  resources  of  his  well-stored  mind,  to  bear 
upon  the  disease.  A  severe  fit  of  sickness,  from  total  prostration,  was 
the  consequence  ;  and  his  valuable  life  was  well  nigh  sacrificed  in  his 
efforts  to  defend  the  citizens  from  the  disease. 

This  devotion,  indeed,  to  his  profession,  is  exemplary.  As  accoucheur 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  lecturer  on  obstetrics  in  a  summer  associa- 
tion (with  the  lamented  Dr.  Parrish  and  his  compeers),  and  as  professor 
in  the  Jefferson  College,  his  labors  have  been  unremitting.  As  might  be 
inferred  from  his  writings,  his  attention,  in  spite  of  all  this,  has  been  con- 
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tinunlly  directed  to  polite  literature.  One  of  the  best  linguists  of  our 
city,  he  is  familiar  with  the  polished  and  classical  writers  of  Italy,  Ger- 
many, France  and  England.  Tins  portion  of  his  acquirements,  thus 
exhibited,  is  not  perhaps  lor  the  good  of  our  mother  tongue  ;  yet,  to  the 
young  medical  man  it  is  invaluable,  as  affording  him  glimpses  of  those 
mines  of  happiness  which  he  may  work  out  in  the  intervals  of  leisure 
which  he  must  necessarily  enjoy  in  the  early  years  of  his  practice.  Two 
of  his  favorite  productions,  before  the  public,  have  reference  to  the  Au- 
gustan age  of  Roman  literature.  Of  these  he  may  well  be  proud.  They 
were  delivered  before  one  of  the  most  polished  of  Philadelphia  audiences. 
These  lectures  were  written  in  accordance  with  the  well-known  rules  of 
Horace,  which  he  is  so  fond  of  quoting — 

"  Omne  tulit  punctum  qui  miscnit  utile  dulei, 
j,  Lcctorem  delectando  paretuque  monendo." 

His  style  of  lecturing  may  be  called  dramatic.  A  strong  vein  of  mirth- 
fulness,  which  is  occasionally  broken  into  by  deep  pathos,  and  brilliant 
scintillations  of  the  most  classic  wit,  enchain  the  attention  of  the  delight- 
ed hearer,  and  cause  the  hour  of  his  lecture  to  be  considered  the  shortest 
of  the  twenty-four.  l\o  man  knows  better  than  he,  when  and  how  to 
throw  into  the  dry  details  of  science  and  learning,  the  spirit-moving  power 
of  anecdote,  accompanied,  not  unfrequently,  with  the  enlivening  influence 
of  graphic  description.  Obstetrics,  under  his  hand,  becomes  a  beautiful 
garden,  whose  mazes  are  embellished  with  flowers  from  every  clime ;  and 
so  arranged,  that  although  the  exotics  and  indigenous  plants  strew  every 
path,  yet,  by  their  ever  varied  distribution  and  arrangement,  nothing 
palls  upon  the  taste,  nor  fatigues  the  eye.  Without  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  studied  oratory,  he  displays  all  the  graces  of  private 
conversation  with  the  most  finished  diction  and  eloquent  periods  of  com- 
position. 

His  entrance  into  the  lecture  room,  is  that  of  an  easy  and  polite  visiter 
to  a  lady's  parlor.  His  gestures  are  simple,  unstudied,  and  (proof  of  their 
truthfulness)  never  strike  the  listener  as  theatrical  or  artificial.  His  ima- 
gination bodies  forth  his  illustrations  at  once  beautiful  and  chaste,  and  his 
voice,  which  is  not  strong,  is  yet  clear  and  distinct.  His  playfulness  of 
manner,  general  simplicity  and  unafFectedness  of  style,  produce  a  naivete 
which  is  very  winning.  At  one  time,  he  exhibits  all  the  simplicity  of  a 
young  girl  ;  at  another,  the  dignified  port  of  the  gentleman  ;  and  again, 
the  tedious  whinings  of  the  poor  invalid  female.  The  lecture  room 
gradually  fills,  before  the  hour  of  lecture,  until  it  is  entirely  full,  of  an 
audience  at  once  ready  to  smile,  laugh  or  weep,  at  the  bidding  of  the 
accomplished  teacher. 

"  Hark,  his  hands  the  lyre  explore- 
Bright  eyed  fancy  hovering  o'er, 
Scatters  from  her  pictured  urn, 
Thoughts  that  breathe  and  words  that  burn." 

The  truth  is,  that  Dr.  M.,  in  spite  of  many  peculiarities  which  would 
damn  any  other  man  to  eternal  silence,  has  risen  among  us  like  a  rocket, 
and  soars  above  all  opposition.  May  he,  as  he  undoubtedly  will,  still 
keep  his  envied  ascendancy,  and  not,  like  the  aforesaid  rocket,  fall  to  the 
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ground  in  the  form  of  a  dry  stick.  Health  and  long  life  to  him — as  a 
good-hearted  and  accomplished  gentleman,  and  one  who  honors  his  pro- 
fession quite  as  much  as  it  honors  him.  Cato. 


THE  SURGICAL  ADJUSTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  your  Journal  of  April  23d,  I  find  an  attack  on  me  and  my 
instrument,  the  adjuster,  by  one  Dan  King;  and  to  which,  through  the 
same  periodical  in  which  such  attack  is  made,  I  beg  leave  briefly  to  reply. 
I  should  have  done  so  immediately,  on  its  first  appearance,  but  I  was 
quite  unwilling  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  meeting  that  august  body — that 
host  of  our  profession — the  American  Medical  Association,  lately  con- 
vened in  your  goodly  city  of  Boston.  And  no  one,  I  am  sure,  will 
blame  me  for  preferring  to  allow  the  article  of  Dr.  King  to  lie  on  the 
shelf  for  a  time,  while  I  could  join  with  those  who,  as  1  had  anticipated, 
and  much  to  my  satisfaction,  1  found  to  be  universally  as  good-natured 
and  quite  as  intelligent  on  medical  matters  as  even  Dr.  King  appears 
to  be.  In  fact,  1  must  confess  I  do  not  well  see  how  any  one  could  be 
otherwise  than  good-natured  under  such  kind  treatment  as  we  received  in 
that  magnanimous  city.  And  I  could  not  but  think  how  much  it  might 
have  benefited  the  author  of  that  article  to  have  caught  a  little  of  the 
spirit  of  that  assembly,  before  writing  his  philippic.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  profession,  I  believe,  which  so  much  disturbs  its  members,  as  igno- 
rance, falsehood,  and  an  unkind  temper.  When  we  see  any  one  of 
these  manifested  in  a  member,  we  almost  feel  instinctively  called  upon  to 
administer  reproof ;  but,  layman "  as  1  am,  I  forbear  the  exercise  of 
such  high  functions.  I  do  not  say  that  Dr.  King  has  been  guilty  of 
any  one  of  them.  My  business  is  not  to  accuse,  but,  in  self-defence,  to 
lay  the  matters  referred  to  in  his  communication  fairly  open  to  your  readers. 
If,  on  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  the  subject,  they  shall  find  any  one 
or  all  of  those  offences  committed  by  him,  they  will  deal  with  the  offender 
as  high-minded  and  honorable  men  shall  think  meet  and  proper. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  dissect  and  examine  all  the  assertion  in  Dr.  King's 
conglomerate  article.  The  chief  points,  however,  and  those  which  seem 
to  call  for  special  attention,  I  shall  endeavor  to  notice. 

The  first  one,  then,  is  that  the  adjuster  does  not  "  exhibit  the  dis- 
covery or  application  of  any  new  principle  "  in  surgery  ;  and  on  page 
234,  Dr.  King  says — "  Now  let  me  ask  what  part  of  this  apparatus  has 
he  [Dr.  Jarvis]  a  right  to  claim  as  his  original  invention  ?  Not  the 
double  inclined  plane  certainly,  because  this  has  been  in  general  use  for 
a  long  time.  The  fracture-shoe  is  an  old  affair,  and  not  really  worth 
more  than  any  other  old  shoe,  unless  a  pair  of  them  might  be  needed  for 
some  masquerade  ball.  But  the  rack-bar  and  pinion  wheel  seem  to  be 
the  grand  arcana,  the  body  and  soul  of  the  whole  apparatus  ;  and  these 
were  invented  and  used  by  M.  Belloq  in  France  more  than  a  century 
ago  !  It  may  be  that  the  rack  and  pinion  of  Belloq  were  not  so 
nicely  wrought,  so  finely  polished,  or  so  judiciously  applied ;  but  the 
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principle  upon  which  they  operated  was  the  same."  Again,  he  says, 
"  1  do  not  say  that  this  apparatus  is  worth  nothing  at  all,  but  I  do  say 
that  very  little  if  any  part  of  it  is  the  original  invention  of  Dr.  Jarvis. 

In  reply  to  all  this,  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  the  reader's  notice  an 
article  in  the  Archives  Generates  de  Medecine,  4  Serie,  Tom.  XI. 
Aout,  1846.  The  article  in  question  was  written  by  that  indefatigable 
and  accomplished  student,  Dr.  Stout,  than  whom  few  are  better  qualified 
to  give  the  subject  that  thorough  investigation  which  its  importance  de- 
mands ;  and  most  faithfully  has  he  performed  his  task,  as  the  reader  will 
see.  He  examines  the  whole  history  of  this  department  of  instrumental 
surgery,  from  the  days  of  Hippocrates  to  the  time  in  which  he  wrote. 
He  divides  its  history  into  three  periods  ;  giving  to  each  all  the  improve- 
ments, or  attempted  improvements  which  were  material,  together  with  the 
names  of  their  authors.  As  the  third  and  last  period  may  be  presumed 
to  cover  the  whole  ground  in  question,  I  shall,  in  quoting,  confine  myself 
to  that,  while  I  would  recommend  to  the  attention  of  the  reader  the 
entire  article.    I  quote  from  that  Journal,  page  410. 

"  III.  From  the  days  of  J.  L.  Petit,  1750,  to  1846. 

"  The  third  period  opens  a  new  era.  The  appearance  of  J.  L.  Petit 
began  a  revolution  in  the  therapeutics  of  fractures  and  luxations. 
Skill  took  the  place  of  blind  force.  Anatomical  knowledge  and  its  scien- 
tific application  were  now  to  supply  the  defects  of  instruments  too  badly 
combined  to  be  of  practical  utility.  The  French  have  the  honor  of  giving 
the  first  spring  to  this  progressive  reform.  Sanson  attributes  to  Pott  the 
origin  of  these  ideas,  but  the  first  suggestion  evidently  emanated  from 
Petit,  who  preceded  Pott  several  years,  and  by  his  opponents — Pott, 
Bottcher  and  Bell — perceiving  their  value,  were  they  developed  :  and 
the  great  influence  of  their  work,  especially  of  Pott's,  soon  extended 
them  everywhere  in  England  and  Germany. 

"  By  that  influence  were  discarded  from  therapeutics  all  the  mechanical 
apparatus  which  till  that  time  had  been  considered  the  indispensable  fur- 
niture of  the  surgeon.  This  exclusion,  however,  was,  as  we  shall  see, 
carried  too  far.  The  new  ideas  were  applicable  only  to  luxations  the 
most  recent  and  easiest  of  reduction.  For  others,  it  was  still  necessary  to 
resort  to  power-augmenting  instruments.  Thei;  "  eal  progress  was  shown 
in  the  designation  of  their  place,  as  to  the  order  of  their  employment  and 
the  limitation  of  their  use  to  difficult  cases.  But  are  not  these  difficult 
cases  sufficiently  numerous  to  render  these  instruments  indispensable  ? 
Petit  himself  constantly  had  recourse  to  the  moufle*  (pully),  and  seems 
to  have  been  the  inventor  of  an  apparatus  for  luxations  of  the  arm.  His 
fork  is  an  evident  improvement.  But  his  principle,  the  moufle  (pully), 
set  in  motion  by  a  treuil  (axle),  the  most  powerful  principle  in  mechanics, 
shows  to  what  extent  the  reformer  had  proceeded  in  search  of  a  suitable 
force. 

"  Pott  made  use  of  the  moufle.  In  1785,  Van  Husson  proposed  ano- 
ther apparatus  for  the  arm — a  treuil  a  deux  roues  engrenees  (an  axle 


*  Although  the  word  "moiifle"  may  be  correctly  rendered  mitten,  still  if  we  consult  our  author 
on  page  409,  we  shall  see  that  he  uses  that  term  synonymously  with  "  trochlea  mechanica  "  (pully), 
which  term  is  therefore  intended  to  mean  the  same  thing.  Jarvis. 
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with  two  wheels  interlocked),  with  the  point  of  counter-extension  against 
the  breast.  Mahler  invented  a  vis-a-mauivelle  (screw)  for  the  same 
object ;  several  others  employed  the  same  principle,  with  the  same 
object,  as  Bavaton  and  Hagen.  Then  followed  the  apparatus  of  Menel 
and  the  axle  apparatus  of  Schneider  (d  treuil),  with  fixed  points  in  the 
apartment,  which  were  very  favorably  received  in  Germany. 

"In  1801,  Brunninghausen  constructed  an  apparatus,  which  differed 
from  others  in  its  employing  la  vis  continuelle  (the  endless  screw).  The 
principal  merit  of  this  instrument  consisted  in  its  easy  application  in  every 
place,  and  in  its  leaving  free  the  movements  of  the  arm.  It  was  appli- 
cable, however,  only  to  one  kind  of  accident. 

"In  1810,  Freytag  and  Warneck,  one  with  a  vis,  the  other  with  a 
treuil,  succeeded  no  better.  The  arm  then  seemed  to  be  neglected  for 
the  thigh,  and  numerous  methods  were  proposed  for  the  treatment  of 
the  latter  limb.  In  fact,  it  is  the  most  difficult  problem  of  this  branch  of 
therapeutics,  which,  after  the  attempts  of  Lafay,  Belloq,,  Schneider  and 
Desault,  occupied  successively  the  attention  of  Boyer  and  Hagedon. 

"  Their  machines,  to  hinder  the  contractions  of  the  thigh,  are  so  well 
known  that  I  may  w^ell  dispense  with  any  longer  mention  of  them. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  Boyer's,  the  most  important  of  all,  has,  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  its  movement,  the  manivelle  a  vis  (rotatory  screw). 

"In  a  word,  all  these  apparatus  (appareils)  present  the  inconvenience 
of  a  special  application. 

"  We  come  finally  to  speak  of  the  lever,  acting  by  means  of  the  rack 
and  pinion  (par  le  moyen  du  pignon  et  de  Pengrenage)  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  da  eric.  The  apparatus  of  Dr.  Jar  vis  is  constructed  on  this  prin- 
ciple. 

"  The  combination  of  the  essential  qualities  which  it  presents  to  fulfil 
the  indications  of  systematic  therapeutics  (une  therapeutique  raisonee), 
renders  this  principle  more  applicable  to  surgery  than  all  of  those  of  which 
we  have  spoken.  Force,  multiplied  mechanically,  combined  with  gentle- 
ness and  precision,  constitute  the  whole  of  the  requisite  qualities  found 
in  the  use  of  the  rack  and  pinion  (du  pignon  et  de  Vengrenage).  Pre- 
vious to  the  invention  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  we  find  but  two  examples  of  the 
application  of  this  principle  to  surgery.  These  are,  the  instrument  of 
Nicolai,  of  Kalberstadt,  who,  in  18:2*2,  proposed  to  hinder  contractions  in 
fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  ;  and,  secondly,  the  apparatus  invented 
in  1827,  by  Frederic  William  III.,  king  of  Prussia,  to  raise  himself  up  in 
his  bed,  in  consequence  of  having  broken  his  thigh. 

"  The  existence  of  these  instruments,  however,  ought  not  in  the  least 
to  diminish  the  honor  of  originality  due  to  Dr.  Jarvis,  who  knew  nothing 
of  them ;  and  it  is  owing  perhaps  to  this  entire  freedom  of  his  mind,  that 
he  arrived,  if  we  may  so  say,  by  a  single  leap,  at  his  apparatus  of  such 
general  application. 

"  The  apparatus  of  Nicolai,  though  but  little  used  on  account  of  its 
high  price,  demonstrated,  nevertheless,  the  excellence  of  its  principle  in 
the  success  which  it  had  in  the  three  cases  to  which  it  was  applied.  The 
inventor  himself,  however,  complained  that  it  was  too  complex,  and  this, 
with  its  limited  application  [to  a  single  injury],  hindered  its  general  use. 
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"  The  apparatus  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  d  deux  eric,  to  raise  up  a 
patient  in  his  bed,  might  be  superseded  by  another  which  Dr.  Jarvis  has 
composed  with  but  a  single  eric. 

"  Appreciation. — After  having  given  an  idea  of  the  apparatus  which 
preceded  that  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  it  remains  only  to  give  due  prominence  to 
the  advantages  which  entitle  his  adjuster  to  the  preference  over  all  other 
machines.    These  advantages  are  [the  following  ]  : 

"  I.  The  universality  of  its  application,  whether  to  luxations  or  to 
fractures  ;  the  adjustment  and  co-aptation  of  which,  offers  difficulties, 
either  in  supporting  a  limb  while  a  wounded  person  is  raised  and  carried 
home  ;  or,  finally,  as  an  orthopedic  apparatus. 

"  2.  The  faculty  of  communicating  motion  of  every  sort  to  the  member 
subject  to  its  action,  without  deranging  or  interrupting  that  action. 

"  3.  The  harmony  of  its  action,  with  such  a  position  of  a  limb  as  places 
its  muscles  in  repose." 

"  4.  Its  application  in  every  place,  without  the  necessity  of  searching 
for  fixed  points  around  the  patient  in  order  to  establish  extension  and 
counter-extension. 

"  5.  The  possibility  of  modifying,  at  will,  the  force  employed,  in 
regard  to  its  quantity  or  to  its  velocity. 

"  6.  The  facility  of  transportation. 

"  7.  In  difficult  and  painful  reductions,  the  considerable  diminution  of 
time,  and  the  patient's  enjoyment  of  much  greater  liberty  during  his 
treatment. 

"  By  the  aid,  then,  of  this  instrument,  the  surgeon  possesses  a  regular 
and  powerful  force,  subject  to  his  will  and  easy  of  application.  He  has 
at  his  disposal  a  power,  which  the  most  vigorous  muscles  can  no  longer 
resist,  and  which  he  will  manage  according  to  circumstances.  He  can 
augment  or  diminish,  accelerate  or  retard,  this  power,  according  to  the 
resistance  of  the  muscles,  without  injuring  them  in  any  manner.  He  will 
no  longer  fear  to  lose,  in  fatiguing  them,  the  degree  of  extension  already 
obtained.  The  extension  he  has  gained  is  preserved,  as  long  as  the 
operation  requires.  Whenever  it  shall  be  judged  proper  to  diminish  it, 
it  can  without  difficulty  be  brought  back  to  the  same  degree. 

"  Henceforth  the  moufle  becomes  useless.  The  operator,  no  longer 
obliged  to  seek  around  the  patient  those  fixed  points  for  extension  and 
counter-extension  which  so  much  pre-occupy  his  attention  in  the  ordinary 
methods,  finds  himself  relieved  from  most  of  the  embarrassments  which 
accompany  the  reduction  of  a  luxation.  The  point  of  counter-extension, 
proceeding  directly  from  the  centre  of  motion  in  the  instrument,  is  fur- 
nished by  the  apparatus  itself. 

"  As  to  the  place  where  the  operation  must  be  made — the  patient's 
bed,  any  kind  of  table,  even  the  field  of  battle  itself,  affords  as  convenient 
a  position  as  the  best  furnished  amphitheatre. 

"  Among  the  advantages  of  this  apparatus,  we  cannot  insist  too  much 
upon  that  which  it  possesses  of  leaving  the  surgeon  free,  during  the 
whole  continuance  of  any  operation,  to  act  with  facility  on  the  mobility 
of  the  luxated  limb.  Notwithstanding  his  apparatus  is  immovable,  and 
the  limb  is  extended  to  the  uttermost,  yet  nothing  hinders  the  operator 
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from  turning  the  limb  round,  or  changing  its  direction  in  every  way.  It 
is  no  longer  possible  that  the  line  of  extension  should  be  deranged,  either 
by  the  surgeon's  movements,  or  by  the  uncontrollable  movements  of  the 
patient.  Besides,  the  precision  in  the  action  of  so  methodical  an  appa- 
ratus renders  all  these  inconveniences  shorter  and  less  fatiguing  for  the 
operator  as  well  as  for  the  patient.  At  most,  the  patient  in  his  agitation 
can  only  carry  his  instrument  away  with  him,  but  will  not  interrupt  its 
action  nor  cause  the  axis  of  extension  to  deviate." 

After  having  extracted  so  largely  from  the  Archives  Generales  de 
Medecine,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  here  to  state,  that  I  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  that  article  until  it  made  its  appearance  in  that  Journal,  as  I 
left  Paris  about  one  year  previous  to  its  publication.  If  this,  and  the 
report  of  actual  cases,  treated  by  the  adjuster,  in  the  Gazette  des  Hopi- 
taux,  is  what  Dr.  King  means  by  "  French  courtesy,"  then  indeed  do  I 
regard  such  "  courtesy  "  as  no  small  evidence  in  my  favor. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  state  further,  that  while  I  was  in 
England,  the  subject  of  the  originality  of  the  invention  underwent  the 
most  rigid  examination  by  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  London  ;  and  after 
a  most  thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  subject,  the  invention  was, 
I  believe,  with  one  voice,  awarded  to  me — at  any  rate,  I  never  heard  of 
its  being  questioned.  Dr.  King  can  know  but  very  little  of  that  society 
from  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  their  large  Gold  Medal,  and  of 
which  his  royal  highness  Prince  Albert  is  President,  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  through  "  English  urbanity  "  that  their  premiums  are  awarded. 
From  the  scrutiny  to  which  the  adjuster  was  subjected  before  that 
Society's  Committee  on  Mechanics — all  of  them  selected  for  their  superior 
skill  in  that  department  of  science,  and  from  among  the  best  talents  in 
the  nation,  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers — myself  a  perfect 
stranger  to  every  one  of  them,  not  having  had  even  a  formal  introduction 
to  either — to  suppose  that  the  award  of  such  a  Committee  is  "  English 
urbanity,"  a  merely  polite  farce — especially  after  such  an  award  is  backed 
up  by  the  Society  with  a  Gold  Medal  of  some  fifteen  English  sovereigns — 
is  to  suppose  a  greater  absurdity  than  ever  existed  before.  With  Dr. 
King,  however,  this  is  all  "  English  urbanity."  That  I  found  the 
English  surgeons  generally,  and  many  others,  urbane,  I  am  proud  to  con- 
fess, and  I  trust  I  shall  ever  remember  with  gratitude  the  urbanity  and 
kindness  with  which  I  was  received  by  very  many  of  them.  When 
such  men  as  Brodie,  Cooper,  Guthrie,  Lawrence,  Fergusson,  and  many 
others,  are  thus  charged  with  duplicity,  1  for  one  repel  the  insinuation 
with  disdain.  Their  names  will  be  ever  dear  to  me.  The  world  will 
be  ever  proud  of  them.    But  a  dog  may  approach  the  sleeping  lion. 

[To  be  continued.] 


MEDDLESOME  MIDWIFERY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

"A  meddlesome  Midwifery  is  always  a  bad  Midwifery." 
I  read  the  above  short  sentence  in  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  not  many 
days  ago,  and  the  sound  common  sense  it  contained  has  induced  me 
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to  turn  over  again  many  of  the  pages  of  the  said  work,  in  hopes  of 
finding,  in  the  communication  of  which  it  formed  a  part,  "  more  of  the 
same  sort,"  but  have  failed  to  find  it.  No  matter,  however,  so  long  as 
there  is  enough  in  that  short  sentence  to  furnish  a  text  for  a  few  remarks 
on  the  practice  of  untimely  and  unnecessary  interference  in  practical 
midwifery,  as  I  am  fully  persuaded  there  is  too  much  of  it  done,  especially 
by  the  younger  part  of  the  profession.  After  years  of  much  labor  and 
hard  study,  to  make  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  mysteries  of  the  heal- 
ing art,  and  persuading  ourselves  that  we  have  nearly  become  masters  of 
the  perplexing  subject,  and  then  commencing  business,  confident  in  the 
expectation  that  the  application  of  all  our  scientific  rules  must  produce 
specific  results,  it  can  be  no  cause  of  wonder  that  we  should  place  too 
much  dependence  on  the  efficacy  of  medicine,  and  too  little  on  the  spon- 
taneous operation  of  nature's  laws,  in  the  cure  of  diseases.  We  are  too 
prone  to  consider  ourselves  as  the  principals,  and  nature  our  assistant  ; 
but  as  we  advance  in  age  and  experience,  we  give  more  advice,  and  save 
our  medicine. 

This  remark,  it  is  thought,  is  more  particularly  applicable  to  midwifery 
than  to  medicine.  We  are  not  careful  enough  to  reflect  that  labor  is 
purely  a  natural  process,  and  will  succeed,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  if  left 
to  the  uninterrupted  operation  of  nature's  own  laws,  without  assistance 
from  any  man  or  any  woman.  From  a  mistaken  view  of  this  subject,  or 
from  an  inordinate  desire  to  expedite  the  business  and  bring  the  labor  to 
a  more  speedy  termination,  or,  for  the  professed  purpose  of  assisting 
dilatation,  or  of  exciting  the  contractile  powers  of  the  uterus  to  a  more 
vigorous  action,  the  practice  of  manual  interference,  it  is  thought,  is  too 
prevalent  for  the  safety  of  the  patient  or  for  the  honor  of  the  profession, 
as  it  is  calculated  to  cause  inflammation  of  the  parts  concerned  in  the 
labor,  and,  as  an  after  consequence,  puerperal  peritonitis,  prolapsus  uteri, 
and  other  diseases  that  too  often  follow  in  the  train  of  such  practice,  and, 
sometimes,  the  best  practice.  Besides,  it  deranges  the  order  of  the  labor, 
renders  dilatation  more  tedious  and  tardy,  and  thus  protracts  instead  of 
shortening  the  time  and  evils  of  the  labor. 

These  views  of  the  subject  were  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind,  when 
I  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  forty  years  ago,  and  have  exerted 
no  small  influence  on  my  conduct  in  the  business  ever  since.  During  a 
few  of  the  first  years,  I  was  often  unpleasantly  annoyed  by  the  attend- 
ants, and  not  un frequently  by  the  suffering  patient  herself,  in  their  urgent 
solicitations  to  render  manual  assistance,  and  hasten  the  termination  of 
a  lingering  labor,  when  I  thought  it  would  be  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
very  improper ;  and  sometimes  was  chagrined  in  overhearing  among 
them,  such  expressions  as  the  following,  u  If  old  Dr.  D***  was  here,  he 
would  make  the  business  ache,  for  he  never  leaves  a  woman  till  she  gets 
through,"  &c.  But  my  motto  was,  "  neither  to  hurry  nor  be  hurried," 
and  I  often  told  them  so  in  plain  terms,  and  pursued  the  same  "let-alone" 
practice  in  spite  of  all  officious  dictation  ;  and  the  result  has  been  such 
as  not  only  to  gratify,  but  to  surprise  me.  During  a  practice  of  forty 
years,  confined  to  one  tract  of  country  averaging  about  twelve  miles  in 
diameter,  but  a  little  short  of  3,500  obstetrical  cases  have  passed  through 
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my  hands.  But  as  I  have  not  kept  minutes  of  the  cases  all  the  time 
(a  circumstance  much  to  be  regretted,)  I  cannot  give  the  exact  number  ; 
yet  it  would  not  fall  short  of  that  number,  probably,  two  hundred.  But 
one  important  fact  stands  forth  in  bold  relief,  easily  remembered,  and  that 
defies  contradiction,  which  is,  that  in  the  number  of  cases  mentioned  in  my 
practice,  but  one  fatal  case  of  puerperal  peritonitis  or  puerperal  fever 
has  occurred  ;  while,  on  the  same  tract  of  country  to  which  my  practice 
has  been  confined,  more  than  fifty  women  have  died  with  that  complaint 
in  other  hands. 

I  am  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  these  latter  remarks  savor  too  much 
of  the  boasting  of  the  charlatan,  and  they  would  have  been  avoided, 
could  I  have  hit  on  as  feasible  a  plan  to  illustrate  what  I  conceive  to  be 
the  truths  contained  in  the  above  remarks.  I  am  aware,  too,  that  much, 
and  perhaps  all  of  this  flattering  success  may  be  attributed  to  what  is 
commonly  called  luck,  by  which  expression  I  understand,  the  fortuitously 
escaping  those  cases  that  are,  or  would  be,  necessarily  fatal,  if,  indeed, 
such  cases  exist.  But  let  the  comparative  result  be  the  effect  of  whatso- 
ever cause  it  may,  I  claim  no  credit  for  superior  skill  in  effecting  it  ;  but 
if  it  is  to  be  accounted  for  from  any  treatment,  that  is  peculiar,  it  must  be 
the  negative  or  let-alone  practice  mentioned  above. 

When  the  above  remarks  were  commenced,  it  was  the  intention  to 
close  with  a  few  strictures  on  the  abuse  of  ergot  and  other  uterine  exci- 
tants used  in  labor,  the  consequences  of  which,  I  conceive  to  be  equally 
destructive  of  human  life  with  the  causes  mentioned  above,  though  not 
to  the  mother  but  the  child  ;  but  perhaps  it  is  best  to  wait  and  see  if  any 
that  is  written  is  worth  publishing,  before  more  is  added. 

C.  Bannister,  M.D. 

Phelps,  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1849. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION— LENGTH  OF  LECTURE  TERMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  statement,  in  the  No.  of 
your  Journal  for  the  1 6th  inst.,  which  may  give  rise  to  misapprehension, 
and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  corrected. 

After  quoting  the  resolution  introduced  by  Prof.  Wood,  in  pursuance 
of  which  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  publish,  along  with  Dr.  Ware's 
defence  of  the  four  months  lecture  term,  a  refutation  of  the  doctrines 
contained  in  that  defence,  the  writer  of  the  article  alluded  to  makes  the 
following  comment : — 

"  It  has  been  thought  that  this  resolution,  as  it  is  to  appear  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Association,  will  bear  upon  it  the  endorsement  of  the 
Association.  It  is  obvious  that  it  will  do  this  no  more  than  will  Dr. 
Ware's  paper,  which,  we  have  seen,  has  been  appended  to  the  report  on 
education.  They  simply  state  the  opinions  of  members  of  the  medical 
faculties  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  and  for  which  the  Associa- 
tion is  in  no  sense  responsible." 

The  errors  of  this  paragraph  will  be  made  apparent  by  a  plain  state- 
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ment  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  Committee  on  Education  for  1348- 
49,  addressed  to  all  the  medical  colleges  a  circular  letter  of  questions. 
In  answer  to  a  portion  of  these  queries,  a  paper  was  drawn  up  by  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  Harvard  University,  but  was  not,  the  Committee 
were  understood  to  say,  handed  in,  until  the  Association  had  convened 
in  Boston.  At  that  late  hour  the  Committee  could  have  no  alternative 
but  to  pass  the  paper  by  altogether,  or  to  permit  it  to  be  read  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  their  Report.  The  latter  course  was  adopted,  out  of  regard, 
no  doubt,  to  the  highly  respectable  source  of  the  document,  which,  con- 
sequently, found  its  way  into  the  materials  for  publication. 

In  this  way  it  happened,  that  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the 
Association  led  to  the  insertion  among  its  published  Transactions,  of  a 
paper  which  denied  in  every  particular  what  the  Association  had  over 
and  over  again  declared,  in  respect  to  the  necessity  for  lengthening  the 
lecture  term  ;  what  it  had  affirmed  in  1847,  reiterated  in  1848,  and,  on 
the  very  next  day  after  the  reading  of  Dr.  Ware's  paper,  approved  anew, 
without  a  dissenting  voice. 

But,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  some  persons  who  were  uninformed  of 
these  circumstances,  or  who  agreed  with  the  Faculty  of  Harvard,  might 
infer  from  the  mere  presence  of  Dr.  Ware's  paper  in  the  Transactions, 
that  the  Association  was  at  least  wavering  in  its  advocacy  of  the  six 
months  lecture  term.  In  order  to  prevent  this  error,  and  lest  the  paper, 
"  if  not  mistaken  by  the  public  as  a  representation  of  the  views  of  the 
Association,  might  at  least  have  the  effect  of  contravening  those  views," 
Prof.  Wood  introduced  his  Preamble  and  Resolution,  calling  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee,  to  prepare  "  a  statement  of  the  facts  and 
arguments  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  prolongation  of  the 
courses  to  six  months,"  to  be  published  along  with  the  paper  of  Dr.  Ware. 

This  Committee,  it  is  obvious,  was  appointed  for  the  very  purpose  of 
preventing  a  misconception  of  "  the  views  of  the  Association  "  ;  and  its 
work,  therefore,  will  "bear  upon  it  the  endorsement  of  the  Association." 
It  may  be  perfectly  true,  as  your  correspondent  declares,  that  Dr.  Ware's 
paper  simply  states  the  opinions  of  the  medical  faculty  in  Massachusetts; 
but  it  is  altogether  incorrect  to  assert,  as  he  impliedly  does,  that  the  paper 
of  the  Committee  will  simply  state  the  opinions  of  the  medical  faculty  in 
Pennsylvania.  That  Committee  is  the  organ  of  the  Association  alone  ; 
it  has  a  specific  duty  to  perform,  and  is  empowered  to  express  no  opin- 
ions hut  what  the  Association  has  repeatedly  advanced  in  the  most  solemn 
form,  and  after  full  discussion.  Whatever  it  does  more  than  this  must 
rest  upon  its  own  authority  ;  but  all  that  it  may  do  within  this  limit,  is 
the  act  of  the  Association,  and  not  its  own. 

Another  inaccuracy  in  the  communication  of  your  correspondent,  is, 
that  Prof.  Wood  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  appointed  under  his 
resolution.  Dr.  Wood  expressly  declined  serving  on  the  Committee, 
which  is  composed  of  Drs.  S.  Jackson,  J.  L.  Atlee,  and  A.  Stille. 

I  am,  he.  he.  A.  S. 

Philadelphia,  May  <2%d,  1849. 
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PHYSICIANS— THEIR,  INTEGRITY. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

As  are  light  and  heat  to  the  sunbeam,  so  should  integrity  be  to  the 
character  of  the  physician,  inseparable.  This  is  indeed  a  cardinal  virtue 
in  any  individual  ;  in  the  physician  it  is  the  life-blood,  sustaining  the 
energies  of  a  healthful,  moral  existence.  As  well  might  he  hope  for 
success  without  fathoming  the  lore  of  his  profession,  as  attempt  it  without 
acting  from  principles  of  purest  uprightness.  Taken  as  a  class,  physicians 
are  the  acknowledged  oracles  of  the  public,  in  matters  pertaining  to  phy- 
sical infirmity  and  doubt,  and  as  such  they  share  more  largely  the  con- 
fidence of  the  inquiring,  than  did  the  Pythian  of  ancient  Delphi.  Can  it, 
then,  be  unfair  to  expect,  nay  to  require  their  responses  to  be  only  the 
language  of  truth  and  soberness  ? 

While  the  importance  of  the  constant  exercise  of  the  quality  in  con- 
sideration is  well  known,  and  generally  admitted,  facts  still  speak  a  not 
unfrequent  delinquency  in  the  right  practice  thereof.  Instances  are  by 
no  means  rare,  of  intelligent  medical  men  who  pursue  a  course  far  removed 
from  the  path  of  undeviating  truth  and  rectitude,  and  no  less  to  their  own 
injury  than  that  of  the  profession.  For,  "  can  a  man  take  fire  in  his 
bosom  and  not  be  burned  ?"  A  clear  illustration  of  conduct  uninfluenced 
by  the  show,  even,  of  integrity,  is  sometimes  seen  in  the  reception  given 
to  an  honest  physician's  opinion  in  some  peculiar  case,  by  one  of  the  pro- 
fession, base  and  selfish.  Every  practitioner,  howrever  skilful,  is  well 
aware  that  many  times,  after  all  that  human  wisdom  has  dictated  is  faith- 
fully tried,  his  efforts  to  save  a  fellow  mortal  from  the  grasp  of  death 
must  prove  unavailing  ;  but  in  the  last  moments  of  agony,  while  weeping 
friends  express  their  entire  satisfaction  of  treatment  pursued,  and  exonerate 
the  medical  attendant  from  all  culpability  in  the  issue,  from  the  lips  of 
some  of  the  brotherhood  does  he  not  sometimes  chance  to  hear  the  unjust 
reproach  of  lack  of  skill,  injudicious  management,  and  the  like,  when  the 
malicious  man,  thus  seeking  to  despoil  an  unsullied  reputation,  is  person- 
ally unacquainted  with  a  single  circumstance  in  the  condemned  treatment. 
Through  years  of  professional  duty,  many  can  testify  that  the  greatest 
wrong  done  them  was  in  such,  or  similar  instances,  from  envious,  unprin- 
cipled men,  of  their  own  ranks.  No  reference,  of  course,  is  here  made  to 
the  exposure  of  real  ignorance,  carelessness  or  quackery,  but  to  the  dis- 
honest course  which  is  aimed  at  demolishing  fair  reputation,  honestly 
earned,  and  on  the  ruins  thereof  designing  to  raise  a  structure,  sacred  to 
blasting  others''  merits. 

Then,  again,  a  physician  who  knows  not  integrity,  will  as  effectually 
sap  the  foundations  of  another's  prosperity  by  declaiming  to  the  under 
strata  of  society,  in  the  corners  of  the  streets,  as  by  more  direct  assailment. 
Plenty  of  eager  listeners  he  can  easily  obtain,  ignorant  alike  of  cases  dis- 
cussed, and  all  pertaining  to  "  the  healing  art ;"  such  minds  he  can  preju- 
dice, and  all  the  while  rejoice  within  himself  in  prospect  of  a  rotation 
which  shall  bring  him  favor  and  practice.  Many  a  young  physician,  of 
fine  sensibility,  thus  dealt  with,  has  felt  compelled  to  remove  from  a 
pleasant  and  extensive  round  of  professional  duty  ;  and  sometimes,  in 
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despair,  with  only  a  heritage  of  blighted  hopes  and  crushed  energies,  has 
passed  early  away  to  the  land  of  justice,  where  oppression  cometh  not. 

A  physician's  integrity  is  tested,  too,  in  that  sad  hour  of  suspense  in 
the  progress  of  disease,  when  friends,  full  of  tender  solicitude,  are  almost 
annoying  in  their  frequent  demands  for  the  opinion  of  him  who  ministers 
to  the  suffering  one.  How  tempting  to  whisper  a  false  hope  which  shall 
quiet  their  fears,  instead  of  the  dreaded  tidings  which  shall  augment  their 
grief!  There  is  perhaps  no  time  when  he  needs  to  be  more  judicious 
and  still  faithful  to  himself  and  those  about  him ;  and  at  such  an  hour, 
how  unspeakably  precious  is  the  security  felt  in  trusting  that  physician 
known  to  be  unflinchingly  just  in  all  circumstances. 

Aside  from  those  alluded  to,  there  are  multitudes  of  instances,  illustra- 
tive of  the  good  or  ill  depending  on  the  exercise  or  neglect  of  this  invalua- 
ble trait  in  a  physician's  character;  but  the  limits  of  a  Journal  forbid 
further  enlargement.  It  is  left  to  the  consideration  of  all  who  read,  with 
the  earnest  desire  that  these  brief  thoughts  may  awaken  that  attention  to 
facts  connected  with  the  interesting  subject,  which  its  importance  deserves. 

Rockville,  Ct.,  May  16th,  1849.  Clio. 
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Sydenham  Publications. — Some  quite  rare  and  excellent  works  have 
just  emanated  from  the  Sydenham  Society — Rhazas  on  the  smallpox  and 
measles;  the  complete  writings  of  Hippocrates;  vol.  1  of  the  English 
edition  of  Sydenham,  and  vol.  2  of  Rokitansky's  pathological  anatomy. 
There  is  certainly  a  lukewarm  feeling  in  this  country  in  reference  to  the 
transactions  of  this  Society.  The  labors  of  the  institution  seem  not  to  be 
appreciated.  Some  of  the  rarest  treatises  on  medicine  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent ancient  epochs,  have  been  put  into  the  English  language  for  a  rea- 
sonable price.  The  Society  is  accomplishing  what  no  individual  would 
have  dared  undertake,  and  thus  directly  contributing  to  the  fund  of  medi- 
cal literature,  far  beyond  the  expectation  of  scholars  when  the  enterprise 
was  first  undertaken. 


Practical  Pharmacy. — Thousands  who  are  continually  prescribing  ac- 
tive medicinal  compounds  are  ignorant  of  the  method  of  their  preparation, 
or  their  chemical  action  on  the  living  system.  A  medicine  suggests  no 
other  idea  to  some  minds,  than  an  emetic  or  cathartic. ;  and  very  many,  it 
must  be  conceded,  are  totally  unacquainted  with  pharmaceutical  chemistry. 

Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  those  great  contributors  to 
medical  libraries  in  America,  to  whom  we  are  all  vastly  indebted  for  cheap- 
ening medical  literature  by  the  activity  of  their  never-tiring  press,  have 
lately  published  a  fine  octavo,  containing  368  pages,  illustrated  by  500 
engravings  on  wood,  entitled  "  Practical  Pharmacy:  the  arrangements, 
apparatus  and  manipulations  of  the  pharmaceutical  shop  and  laboratory  4« 
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by  Francis  Mohr,  of  the  Royal  Prussian.  College,  &c,  and  Theophilus 
Redwood,  Professor.  &c.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain; 
edited,  with  extensive  additions,  by  William  Procter,  jr.,  Professor  of  Phar- 
macy in  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy."  Thus  we  are  presented 
with  the  concentrated  wisdom  of  three  distinguished  teachers  of  this  branch 
of  medicine.  If  it  is  studied  by  those  who  have  any  ambition  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  processes  of  making,  mixing  and  analyzing  medicinal 
preparations,  they  cannot  rise  from  its  perusal  without  knowing  more  than 
when  they  commenced.  No  better  work  could  be  consulted  during  a  course 
of  chemical  lectures  at  a  medical  college.  Another  advantage  to  be  found 
in' this  book,  is  the  engraved  illustration  of  the  apparatus  that  is  required  in 
a  laboratory. 


Dr.  Mott's  Address. — On  the  7th  of  February,  Valentine  Molt,  M.D., 
of  New  York,  elected  President  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  delivered  an 
inaugural  address.  Its  chief  feature  is  a  tone  of  hope  and  encouragement 
that  the  degraded  condition  of  the  profession  may  be  changed  and  elevated 
to  the  position  to  which  it  is  eminently  entitled.  Dr.  Mott  keeps  the  idea 
distinctly  in  view  that  New  York  is  the  city  of  American  cities,  and  it  is 
easy  enough  to  discover  that  he  would  like  to  have  it  considered  the  centre 
of  all  that  is  grand  and  imposing  in  medicine  and  surgery.  We  like  this 
ambition  to  elevate  the  character  and  advantages  of  the  great  commercial 
emporium  ;  but  it  would  be  a  difficult  undertaking,  with  all  the  orator's 
influence  and  fair  fame,  to  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  the  brilliant  and 
eminently  successful  medical  institutions  of  Philadelphia.  It  would  be  a 
gratification,  however,  in  which  every  friend  of  science  and  humanity 
would  alike  participate,  to  have  New  York  all  that  the  most  ambitious  of 
the  profession  in  that  great  city  could  desire.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected, 
in  a  republic  like  ours,  with  so  many  natural  advantages  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  business,  the  arts,  and  in  fact  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
the  wheels  of  civilization  rolling,  that  any  one  city,  like  London  or  Paris, 
can  embrace  all  the  genius,  the  learning,  or  the  enterprise  of  the  country. 
Thus  medical  schools  spring  up  everywhere;  hospitals  are  founded  in  the 
interior,  and  surgeons  of  wide-spread  distinction  reside  thousands  of  miles 
from  the  old  cities  upon  the  seashore. 

Dr.  Mott's  reputation  is  sure  to  be  on  the  increase  while  he  has  the 
ability  to  write  a  discourse  as  good  as  the  one  under  consideration.  We 
are  gratified  with  his  observations  upon  ship  fever,  and  also  upon  cholera; 
but  especially  with  the  expression  of  this  eminent  surgeon  in  favor  of  those 
efforts  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  profession,  by  doing  all  in  our  power 
to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  incident  to  humanity. 

Preceding  Dr.  Mott's  speech,  Dr.  Francis  spoke  with  his  accustomed 
energy  and  felicity.  "  This  is  a  joyous  meeting,"  exclaimed  the  doctor, 
on  resigning  the  chair  which  he  had  been  occupying.  The  Academy  is 
presumed  to  embrace  talent  and  moral  worth,  and  should  it  finally  accom- 
plish all  that  is  anticipated  by  its  members,  the  community  in  which  it 
exists  will  reap  as  many  advantages  from  it  as  those  who  share  in  its 
deliberations. 


Georgia  State  Medical  Convention. — On  the  20th  of  March,  the  practi- 
tioners of  medicine,  throughout  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  pursuance  of  a  call 
from  the  Medical  College  and  the  Medical  Society  of  Savannah,  convened 
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at  Macon,  Dr.  Hoxey,  of  Columbus,  presiding.  Dr.  Lewis  D.  Ford,  of 
Augusta,  was  subsequently  elected  president.  The  object,  as  explained  by 
Dr.  R.  D.  Arnold,  of  Savannah,  was  centralization  and  organization,  for 
the  advancement  of  the  profession.  The  same  afternoon  the  convention 
resolved  itself  into  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  of  which 
Dr.  Ford  was  elected  the  first  President.  Dr.  Arnold  is  to  deliver  an  ad- 
dress at  the  next  meeting — which  is  to  be  at  Macon,  in  1850.  The  So- 
ciety is  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  a  law  of  registration. 
It  was  proposed,  also,  that  auxiliary  societies  should  be  formed,  which 
should  keep  a  register  of  the  names  of  regular  practitioners,  records  of  the 
weather,  notes  of  diseases,  &c.  A  gratifying  compliment  was  paid  to  the 
Southern  Medical  Journal,  which  was  well  deserved,  for  its  energetic 
course,  independence  and  excellence.  The  constitution  and  code  of  ethics 
are  drawn  up  with  much  care,  and  would  seem  to  ensure  peace,  friend- 
ship and  co-operation  among  the  members. 


Antiquity  of  Anesthetic  Agents. — Although  etherization  seems  to  have 
taken  the  whole  civilized  world  by  surprise,  and  all  men  of  intelligence 
admit  that  it  is  of  incalculable  importance  to  humanity,  it  is  quite  certain 
that  various  articles  have  been  in  use  from  immemorial  time  in  Asia,  for 
producing  the  same  result.  Not  long  since,  reference  was  made  to  the 
notes  of  an  American  missionary  in  China,  who  saw  a  vast  procession  of 
religious  devotees,  more  or  less  maimed  by  recent  wounds,  having  large 
brass  hooks  passed  through  the  muscles  of  their  arms,  to  which  pots  of 
flowers  were  suspended,  and  yet  they  were  wholly  free  from  pain. — A  re- 
cent number  of  the  London  Medical  Gazette  furnishes  further  proof  in  cor- 
roboration of  the  former  practice  of  this  method.  It  is  there  staled  that  M. 
Stanislas  Julien  makes  the  following  statement.  A  Chinese  surgeon,  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years  before  our  era,  had  employed  the  cannabis 
Indica  to  produce  a  state  of  insensibility,  before  performing  surgical  ope- 
rations. This  curious  affair  is  extracted  from  a  Chinese  system  of  medi- 
cine, entitled  Kou-kin-i-long,  which  was  published  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
From  the  representations  of  the  delightful  reveries  which  the  patient 
experiences  while  under  the  influence  of  that  drug,  some  of  them  being 
recent,  and  from  highly  respectable  sources,  we  are  led  to  hope  that  some 
one  may  commence  a  course  of  experimental  observations  upon  the 
effects  of  the  Indian  hemp,  with  reference  to  its  anaesthetic  properties. 
Through  the  earnest  endeavors  of  Prof.  O'Shaughnessy,  of  Calcutta,  the 
extract,  a  few  years  since,  was  extensively  prescribed  for  neuralgic  dis- 
eases, with  high  expectations;  but  in  New  England,  at  least,  it  was  found 
to  be  nearly  if  not  quite  powerless.  The  want  of  success  may  possibly 
have  been  in  consequence  of  the  timidity  of  practitioners  inducing  them 
to  prescribe  doses  not  of  sufficient  potency.  From  various  sources  abroad, 
the  impression  has  become  extensively  diffused  that  the  cannabis  Indica 
exerts  a  wonderful  control  over  the  nervous  system,  which  might  be  readily 
confirmed  or  removed.    Here  is  ground  for  investigation. 


Mortality  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  for  1848. — Dr.  Ely  publishes,  in  the 
Rochester  papers,  the  following  information  respecting  the  mortality  in 
that  city  the  last  year: — "  The  mortality  for  1848  was  962,  being  an  excess 
of  215  above  the  previous  year.  The  ages  of  70  were  unknown.  Of  3 
years  old  and  under,  there  were  413.    If  we  estimate  the  population  at 
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32,000,  the  rate  of  mortality  will  be  1  in  33.26,  or  3  per  cent.  The  records 
show  a  progressive  decrease  in  the  deaths  by  consumption.  The  propor- 
tion of  this  disease  to  the  whole  mortality  in  1845,  was  21.15  percent;  in 
1S47,  16.46  per  cent. ;  and  in  1848,  14.65  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  "  summer  complaints  "  have  increased  during  the  same  period  ;  for  in 
1845,  they  constituted  but  7.96  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  ;  in  1847,  it  was 
17.53  per  cent.  ;  and  in  1848,  21.62  per  cent.  There  are  no  other  material 
variations  from  the  preceding  year,  except  that  the  deaths  from  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels  are  increased  from  16  to  42  ;  scarlet  fever  from  5  to  81, 
and  smallpox  from  2  to  17  cases." 


_  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.— This  Society  meets  this  day  in  Boston, 
instead  of  the  31st,  as  inadvertently  mentioned  in  last  week's  Journal. 
The  members  have  generally  been  officially  notified  through  the  Journal 
of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting.  This  year,  from  some  cause,  such  no- 
tification has  been  omitted,  and  the  members  have  been  obliged  to  trust  to 
other  and  uncertain  sources  of  information. 


Medical  Miscellany.— -Dr.  Aldridge  has  discovered  that  sugar,  identical 
with  the  sugar  of  grapes,  of  honey,  and  of  diabetes,  is  an  essential  constitu- 
ent of  the  egg  of  the  common  domestic  fowl.— Dr.  S.  Jackson,  Philadelphia, 
is  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.— Dr.  Daniel  Drake,  of 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  Ky.,  has  re-established  himself  in  Cincinnati. 
—Mrs.  Moore,  wife  of  David  Moore,  Philadelphia,  on  the  17th  inst.,  oave 
birth  to  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  alive  and  hearty.  The  mother 
is  a  woman  about  29  years  of  age,  a  native  of  Ireland.  She  has  had 
two  husbands.  Her  first  husband,  whose  name  was  Bell,  was  an  Irish- 
man, and  a  middle-aged  man.  She  was  married  to  him  about  ten  years 
ago.  Her  present  husband,  to  whom  she  was  married  about  nine  months 
since,  is  a  young  man  only  21  years  old.  Mrs.  Moore  had  six  children 
by  her  former  husband,  at  three  births. 


Register  of  Cases  in  which  Ether  was  employed  at  Morton's  Letheon  Dental 

-  1  Row,  for  the  week  ending  May  26,  1849. 
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Nervous. 
Lymphatic. 
Very  Nervous. 
Lymphatic. 
Robust. 
Delicate. 
Common  health 


5 

Instantly  Common  health 
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77 
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100—130 


Irregular, 
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Perfectly  quiet. 
<(  <( 

Restless. 

No  resistance. 
u  <« 

Slight  resistance. 
Quiet. 

Considerable  agi- 
tation. 


Perfectly  quiet. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  May  26th,  63.— Males  41— females 
Of  consumption  12— measles,  8— scarlet  fever,  7-typhus  fever,  3-lung  fever,  2— rheumatic 
lever,  1— brain  fever.  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2— congestion  of  the  lungs,  1— accidental  2 
—dropsy  3— drowned,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  2— teething,  2-ervsipelas,  1— inflammation 'of 
he  bowels,  ^-marasmus  1— hooping  cough,  2-convulsions,  2— infantile,  1— chronic  diarrhoea, 
1— apoplexy,  1— child-bed,  1— debility,  1— old  age,  1— paralysis  1 

Under  5  years,  28— between  5  and  20  years,  6— between  20  and  40  years,  15— between  40 
and  bO  years,  10 — over  bO  years,  4. 
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The  late  Medical  Meeting  in  Boston. — Dr.  N".  S.  Davis,  editor  of  the 
New  York  Annalist,  thus  speaks  of  hospitalities  tendered  to  the  members  of 
the  Association  at  their  late  meeting  in  this  city. 

"  Besides  the  ordinary  hospitality,  for  which  Boston  and  its  environs  en- 
joy an  enviable  reputation,  the  members  of  the  Association  were  most 
delightfully  entertained  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  residences  of  Drs.  J. 
C.  Warren  and  J.  Bigelow.  On  Thursday  evening,  at  those  of  the  Hon. 
Abbott  Lawrence,  Dr.  Hay  ward  and  Dr.  Homans  ;  while  on  Wednesday 
evening  all  had  the  pleasure  of  partaking  of  one  of  the  most  splendid  colla- 
tions ever  presented,  provided  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Medical  Society 
at  the  Revere  House.  The  hall  was  hung  with  the  portraits  of  eminent 
physicians,  now  numbered  with  the  dead  ;  and  the  immense  company  were 
welcomed  in  a  very  appropriate  and  eloquent  speech  by  the  Mayor  of  Bos- 
ton. This  was  responed  to  in  the  course  of  the  evening  by  several  eminent 
members  of  the  profession  from  distant  States  ;  and  as  a  season  of  social 
enjoyment,  of  rational  hilarity,  of  brilliant  wit  and  eloquent  interchange  of 
sentiment,  we  have  never  seen  it  surpassed.  And  all  this  too,  without  one 
drop  of  intoxicating  drink  to  remind  us  of  man's  direst  scourge.  We 
cannot  too  warmly  express  our  approbation  of  the  noble  example  and  liberal 
hospitality,  both  of  the  profession  and  community  of  Boston  and  the  whole 
of  Massachusetts." 


Death  of  Dr.  Wurdemann. — It  is  our  painful  duty  to  record  the  death 
of  Dr.  J.  G.  F.  Wurdemann,  by  consumption.  The  knowledge  that  his 
life  was  to  be  a  short  one  did  not  deter  him  from  pursuing  his  cherished 
objects  with  ardor,  and  though  death  found  him  prepared,  it  took  him  from 
useful  and  honorable  occupations.  Born  in  Charleston,  and  educated  to 
the  medical  profession  in  Europe,  he  was  early  appointed  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Com- 
pelled by  ill  health  to  resign  his  place  and  a  lucrative  practice,  he  spent 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years  of  his  life  in  Cuba,  Florida,  and  Aiken,  S.  C. 
That  this  time  was  not  uselessly  spent  is  proved  by  his  work  on  Cuba, 
advantageously  known  in  this  country  and  Europe,  and  other  productions 
to  which  he  did  not  affix  his  name.  His  unaffected  diffidence  concealed 
from  all  but  his  intimate  friends  the  resources  of  his  mind,  while  his  fer- 
vent piety  and  active  charity  endeared  him  most  to  those  who  knew  him 
best.    He  died  in  his  fortieth  year. — Charleston  (S.  C.)  Med.  Journal. 

Benefits  of  Vaccination — Spread  of  Smallpox  in  Angouleme. — For 
some  time  past  a  very  serious  epidemic  of  smallpox  has  spread  in  the  above 
commune.  The  municipal  authorities  sent  Dr.  Gigon  to  investigate  the 
circumstances,  and  advise  on  the  means  of  arresting  the  epidemic.  The 
following  facts  have  been  ascertained  : — The  epidemic  reigned  for  two  or 
three  months  ;  fifty-two  persons  out  of  a  population  of  four  hundred  were 
attacked  ;  seven  died,  and  thirty  were  still  under  treatment :  none  of  those 
toho  died  had  been  vaccinated.  It  is  impossible  to  cite  a  more  striking 
instance  of  the  protective  influence  of  vaccination.  It  is  true  that  some 
who  had  been  previously  vaccinated  were  attacked  by  smallpox,  but  in  all 
these  cases  the  disease  was  mild,  and  left  no  traces. — Gazette  Medicate. 


The  Dover  Enquirer  says  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  that  town  since 
the  20th  of  April,  a  period  of  more  than  four  weeks,  which  is  remarkable 
for  a  town  having  10,000  inhabitants. 
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CHOLERA  AS  IT  APPEARED  IN  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

BY  A.  H.  BUCHANAN,  M.I). 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1848,  the  steamer  Caroline  Watkins,  from 
New  Orleans,  where  cholera  was  prevailing  when  she  left  that  port, 
arrived  in  Nashville,  one  death  having  occurred  on  board  from  cholera. 
On  her  trip  up  to  this  city,  occupying  a  period  of  about  ten  days,  she 
lost  eight  persons  from  the  same  disease.  These  deaths  occurred  among 
deck  passengers  and  firemen,  most  of  whom  were  foreigners,  and,  as 
represented,  very  imprudent  under  treatment ;  one  or  two  of  the  deaths 
were  among  colored  persons.  On  her  arrival  in  our  city  great  excite- 
ment prevailed  among  the  citizens,  and  every  one,  in  anticipation  of  the 
appearance  of  the  disease  amongst  us,  was  anxious  to  learn,  each  from 
his  own  medical  adviser,  what  must  be  done  to  prevent  or  cure  its  dread- 
ed attack.  Various  prescriptions  were  made,  each  physician  prescribing 
according  to  his  own  notions  of  its  pathology  and  treatment.  The  apothe- 
caries were  busy  in  supplying  families  with  the  means,  under  the  advice 
of  their  physicians,  and  sometimes  without,  to  combat  this  fearful  malady. 
The  city  authorities  were  also  awake  to  its  approach,  and  every  effort 
was  made  (I  am  happy  to  say)  effectually  to  cleanse  the  city  in  anticipa- 
tion of  its  appearance.  Thus  were  we  prepared,  and  fully  prepared,  for 
an  attack.  Almost  every  family  had  the  remedies  at  hand,  and  were 
well  instructed  how  to  use  them  at  a  moment's  warning.  But  for  three 
weeks  there  was  no  appearance  of  cholera,  and  the  excitement  began 
to  subside,  when  on  the  20th  of  January,  twenty-five  days  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Watkins,  and  several  days  after  the  arrival  of  other  boats  on 
board  of  which  there  was  cholera,  one  case  occurred  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  city,  in  a  house  almost  surrounded  by  water ;  for  at  this  time 
there  was  a  great  flood  in  the  Cumberland,  so  that  the  upper  and  lower 
parts  of  the  city  were  inundated. 

The  occupants  of  the  house  in  which  this  case  occurred  were  of  the 
lowest  and  most  indigent  class.  This  case,  a  man  of  intemperate  habits, 
and  who  had  exposed  himself  to  the  weather  and  in  the  water  for  several 
days,  died  in  a  few  hours  after  his  attack. 

On  the  next  day,  the  21st,  another  inmate  of  this  house,  and  a  fellow  ■ 
in  all  respects  to  the  first  case,  was  seized  with  the  disease,  but  was 
immediately  removed  to  comfortable  quarters,  where,  under  good  medical 
18 
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advice  and  nursing,  he  seemed  to  be  convalescent,  but  in  a  few  days 
died  from  his  own  imprudence.  The  third  case  occurred  in  the  same 
house  ;  another  associate  of  the  two  first  was  seized  on  the  22d,  and 
was  also  removed,  together  with  all  the  families  who  occupied  the  house, 
to  better  quarters  in  a  more  elevated  part  of  the  city.  But  notwithstand- 
ing every  effort  was  made  to  save  him,  he  collapsed,  and  died  in  about 
thirty-six  hours.  This  case  I  visited  in  its  last  stages,  and  recognized  all 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  Asiatic  cholera,  such  as  I  had  before 
witnessed  in  1833-34.  The  haggard  but  indifferent  countenance  ;  cold7 
blue  and  shrivelled  extremities ;  pulseless  wrist ;  sunken,  or  almost  lost, 
voice,  with  clammy  sweat,  were  all  present ;  as  also  rice-water  evacua- 
tions, which  clearly  indicated  the  nature  of  the  disease.  From  this  time 
cholera  gradually  increased  ;  several  more  deaths  occurred  in  this  family 
and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  It  also  made  its  appearance  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  city,  among  a  class  of  citizens  much  more  comforta- 
bly situated  and  greatly  above  high  water  mark.  The  force  of  the 
disease  seems  to  have  been  spent  upon  these  two  neighborhoods,  but 
several  deaths  occurred  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  a  few  of  our  most 
respectable  citizens  were  carried  off  by  it.  One  family,  in  which  the 
disease  appeared  with  great  severity,  lived  in  a  good  house  in  an  open 
lot  or  field,  upon  an  elevated  situation  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and 
seemed  to  be  remote  from  all  city  influences,  or  other  causes  productive 
of  it.  In  this  family  two  deaths  occurred,  and  every  member  suffered 
from  it.  The  black  population  and  the  lower  classes  of  society,  the 
most  ignorant  and  indigent,  were  the  greatest  sufferers. 

About  the  4th  or  5th  of  February  the  disease  reached  its  greatest 
height,  and  as  many  as  four  or  five  died  in  twenty-four  hours.  Previous 
to  this  time,  from  one  to  two  or  three  deaths  occurred  daily,  and  after  this 
the  disease  gradually  declined,  so  that  by  the  26th  of  February  we  re- 
garded it  as  at  an  end.  The  number  of  deaths  were  in  all  about  forty 
or  fifty. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  almost  every  one  in  the  city 
complained  more  or  less  of  some  uneasiness  in  the  stomach  and  bowels. 
Hundreds  suffered  from  diarrhoea  and  some  from  dysentery,  which  in  a 
few  cases  was  very  painful  and  difficult  to  cure.  Many  were  afflicted 
with  violent  spasms  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  and  abdominal  muscles 
without  discharges,  similar  to  what  we  commonly  call  cramp  colic.  In 
some  cases  all  the  voluntary  muscles  were  violently  cramped  ;  the 
spasms  recurred  at  intervals  of  a  few  minutes,  not  unlike  tetanus.  Seve- 
ral cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  during  its  prevalence,  but  the  symp- 
toms were  not  influenced  by  it  in  the  slightest  degree.  In  the  month  of 
December  and  until  late  in  January  our  community  all  suffered  more  or 
less  from  a  mild  epidemic  influenza.  Only  in  a  few  instances  did  it  ap- 
pear in  a  violent  form  or  require  medical  aid.  When  cholera  made  its 
appearance  it  rapidly  subsided,  and  very  rarely  did  we  witness  a  com- 
plication of  choleric  symptoms  with  those  of  influenza. 

You  are  well  aware  that  several  of  our  physicians  here  regard  cholera 
as  contagious,  and  many  of  the  most  venerable  of  the  profession  will 
not  admit  of  the  existence  of  a  case,  without  it  can  be  traced  to  a  con- 
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tagious  source,  nor  do  they  regard  the  diarrhoea  or  other  disordered 
conditions  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  they  have  prevailed  here,  as  at 
all  premonitory  of  cholera.  I  differ  very,  very  widely  from  those  who 
entertain  such  opinions,  and  think  we  have  passed  through  an  epidemic 
form  of  cholera,  which,  compared  to  the  epidemic  of  1833  and  1834, 
was  mild  in  its  character,  but  which,  except  for  the  prompt  and  effi- 
cient means  used  to  control  it,  would  nevertheless  have  proved  much 
more  fatal  than  it  really  did.  I  considered  the  whole  community  as  more 
or  less  affected  by  it,  and  advised  all  who  consulted  me  to  regard  every 
symptom  of  disorder  in  the  digestive  organs,  especially  a  diarrhoea,  as 
premonitory  of  an  attack  ;  or,  in  other  words,  as  the  commencing  or 
first  stage  of  cholera,  and  to  use  means  at  once  to  arrest  it.  Such  also, 
I  believe,  was  the  opinion  and  advice  of  a  majority  of  the  physicians  in 
our  city.  Here,  then,  are  the  causes  of  the  boasted  success  in  the 
treatment  of  the  late  epidemic. 

1st.  Oul;  city  was  well  cleansed  and  in  good  condition  when  it 
appeared. 

2d.  Every  family  who  were  able  were  supplied  with  remedies,  and 
were  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  first  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  also 
of  the  best  modes  of  living  to  prevent  an  attack. 

3d.  The  epidemic  was  mild  in  its  character,  and  gave  all  fair  warn- 
ing, so  muclrso,  that  even  those  who  died  might  almost  certainly  have 
been  saved  had  their  intelligence  and  means  been  sufficient  to  guard 
against  its  insidious  attack.  It  is  well  ascertained  that  all  those  who 
died  had  diarrhoea,  or  other  premonitory  symptoms,  for  two  or  three  days 
or  longer  before  they  applied  for  assistance.  And  some  cases  were  even 
in  a  collapsed  state  before  medical  advice  was  sought.  But  very  few, 
if  any,  cases  occurred  suddenly  and  violently,  as  in  the  former  epidemic. 
All  those  who  applied  to  a  physician  in  the  first  stage  of  diarrhoea  were 
promptly  relieved,  and  hundreds  cured  themselves  with  the  remedies  at 
hand,  with  which  they  had  been  previously  furnished  and  instructed  how 
to  use.  Cholera,  then,  as  it  lately  appeared  at  Nashville,  was  certainly 
a  very  curable  disease.  Taken  in  time,  it  was  curable  in  almost  every 
instance. 

The  weather  was  neither  very  cold  nor  warm  for  the  season.  The 
thermometer  ranged  in  January  from  13°  on  the  6th,  to  68°  on  the  30th, 
and  was  generally  about  freezing  point  at  sun-rise,  and  35°  or  40°  in  the 
afternoon.  But,  for  the  most  part,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  disa- 
greeable, being  moist,  cloudy  and  chilly,  with  wet  and  muddy  streets, 
and  with  a  flood  in  the  river  which  reached  its  maximum  height  on  the 
2*2d,  being  45J  feet  above  low  water  mark.  The  third  violent  case  of 
cholera  occurred  on  the  22d,  the  day  on  which  the  flood  was  at  its 
height. 

The  winds  during  this  month  were  variable,  but  prevailed  from  the 
N.  N.  E.  and  S.  S.  E.  The  day  on  which  the  first  case  occurred  was 
cloudy  and  drizzling  rain.  Thermometer  40°  at  run-rise,  wind  S. 
and  S.  W.  The  balance  of  this  month  was  cloudy  and  rainy,  with  a 
temperature  generally  above  freezing  point  at  sun-rise,  and  from  40°  to 
60°  in  the  afternoon.    The  weather  during  the  month  of  February  was 
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similar  to  January,  but  was  colder  and  clearer,  and  the  winds  prevailed 
from  the  N.  N.  VV.  We  had  several  beautiful  days  in  February,  with 
bracing  winds  and  clear  sky.  The  middle  of  the  month  was  very  cold  ; 
the  thermometer  on  the  18th  being  4°,  and  on  the  10th  ice  formed  on 
the  ponds  three  and  four  inches  thick,  and  our  ice-houses  were  all  filled. 
From  this  time  the  weather  grew  warmer,  and  on  the  26th  cholera  left  our 
city.  At  present  we  are  entirely  free  from  the  disease.  The  adjoining 
counties,  as  I  learn  from  letters  received,  have  suffered  in  a  slight  de- 
gree from  diarrhoea  and  general  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs.  You 
have  now  a  pretty  correct  idea  of  the  rise,  progress  and  termination  of 
cholera  in  our  city.  But  before  closing  my  remarks,  I  must  say  a  few 
words  on  the  treatment. 

In  all  cases  of  premonitory  symptoms,  such  as  pain  and  fulness  in 
the  stomach,  which  was  often  complained  of,  and  in  diarrhoea,  which 
was  the  most  common  symptom,  I  advised  the  use  of  the  following 
mixture: — R.  Alcohol,  I  pint;  gum  camphor,  §  ij.  Dissolve  and  add 
laudanum,  §  ij.  ;  compound  spirits  lavender,  §  ij.  Of  this  mixture, 
thirty  to  sixty  drops  were  directed  to  be  used  upon  a  lump  of  loaf  sugar, 
and  repeated  after  each  evacuation  from  the  bowels  ;  or  in  case  of  pain 
or  spasm  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  every  half  hour  until  relief  was  obtain- 
ed. In  many  violent  cases  it  was  used  in  larger  doses,  and  in  cases  of 
mere  uneasiness  in  doses  of  ten  to  twenty  drops  repeated  pro  re  nata,  as 
a  preventive.  I  assure  you  it  had  the  desired  effect  in  all  cases  in  which 
it  was  used,  and  hundreds  cured  themselves  with  it  who  suffered  from 
diarrhoea,  without  the  aid  of  any  other  remedy.  In  more  violent  cases, 
or  where  the  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were  suffered  to  run  on  without 
treatment  until  spasms  in  the  muscles,  prostration  and  approaching  col- 
lapse were  evident,  I  used,  in  addition  to  the  above,  two  or  three  grain- 
doses  of  opium,  and  repeated  at  intervals  of  one,  two  or  three  hours, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  The  pill  of  opium  was 
generally  washed  down  with  brandy  and  water,  and  as  many  as  ten  or 
twelve  grains  were  administered  in  bad  cases  in  twenty-four  hours.  In 
the  absence  of  opium,  laudanum  was  used  with  the  brandy  in  teaspoon- 
ful  doses  ;  and  in  very  urgent  cases  of  spasms  and  approaching  collapse, 
all  these  remedies,  together  with  sinapisms  to  the  abdomen  and  ex- 
tremities, and  also  hot  applications  to  the  feet  and  stomach,  and  other 
parts  suffering  from  cramps  and  pain,  were  applied  ;  the  patient  all  the 
while  being  well  covered  up  in  bed,  and  using  hot  sage,  mint,  or 
other  teas,  such  as  were  most  agreeable.  This  course  of  treatment  was 
successful  in  every  case  that  came  under  my  own  observation,  except 
in  two  cases,  and  one  of  these  was  collapsed  at  my  first  visit.  In  no 
case  did  I  use  one  grain  of  calomel  or  other  mercurial,  except  in  two 
instances,  and  then  I  believe  with  disadvantage.  In  the  large  majority 
of  cases  the  bowels  were  checked  at  once  by  the  above  treatment,  and 
were  suffered  to  remain  so  for  three  or  four  days  without  evacuations. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  or  earlier  in  case  of  pain  or  other  disposition  to 
stool  without  evacuations,  a  tablespoonful  of  castor  oil,  with  fifteen  or 
twenty  drops  of  laudanum,  generally  produced  a  free  bilious  discharge, 
such  as  often  follows  a  dose  of  calomel,  and  left  the  patient  convalescent. 
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In  some  cases,  however,  this  prostration  is  followed  by  very  slow  re- 
covery., or  terminates  in  death.  A  low  typhoid  state  of  fever  comes  on, 
with  red  and  swollen  tongue,  feeble  voice,  sore  throat,  dry  fauces,  sigh- 
ing, nausea,  &,c,  which  is  always  critical.  Such  cases  require  the  most 
judicious  treatment,  and  even  under  the  best-directed  skill  will  often  ter- 
minate fatally.  But  I  cannot  enter  into  details  as  regards  the  treatment 
of  such  cases.  Your  patience  must  be  already  worn  out  in  the  perusal 
of  this  long  letter.  1  will  only  observe,  before  closing,  that  I  have  no 
prejudice  against  the  use  of  calomel  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  or  any 
other  disease.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  my  favorite  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  almost  all  diseases.  T  merely  wish  to  state  a  fact  as  observed  in  con- 
nection with  the  late  epidemic,  which  naturally  gives  rise  to  the  reflec- 
tion that,  possibly,  we  place  too  much  confidence  in  its  powers  in  other 
diseases,  i  confess  1  was  surprised  to  see  free  bilious  discharges  without 
the  use  of  some  mercurial.  But  such  was  the  fact  in  many  instances 
from  a  dose  of  oil,  and  in  many  cases  without  the  aid  of  any  pur- 
gative ;  and  where  the  bowels  had  been  bound  up  for  two  or  three 
days  by  the  use  of  opiates,  the  first  evacuations  that  followed  were 
bilious,  and  the  patients  rapidly  convalesced.  Should  the  epidemic 
unfortunately  re-appear  amongst,  us  during  the  spring  and  summer, 
a  more  extended  series  of  observations  on  these  points  will  be  interest- 
ing, and  possibly  I  may  be  heard  from  on  the  subject  again.-—  Western 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
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[Concluded  from  page  339.] 

The  second  point  to  which  I  shall  reply,  is  Dr.  JCs  assertion  that  no 
il  philosophical  or  mechanical  principle  has  been  for  the  first  time  ap- 
plied in  the  use  of  this  instrument  "  (the  adjuster).  In  presenting 
his  proof  to  sustain  this  assertion,  Dr.  King  takes  the  ground  that  ex- 
tension and  counter-extension  is  the  on\y  principle  employed  in  reduction, 
and  that  therefore  this  is  the  only  one  used  by  the  adjuster.  Indeed, 
the  truth  of  his  position  to  show  that  the  adjuster  has  no  superior  value, 
>  rests  entirely  on  this,  and  on  the  ground  also  that  I  am  greatly  in  error 
in  supposing  that  the  capsular  ligament  is  likely  to  be  ruptured  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  being  torn  from  its  attachments,  and  then  only  so 
as  to  allow  the  head  of  the  bone  freely  to  return  ;  and  also,  in  supposing 
that  the  head  of  the  bone,  even  under  any  circumstances,  should  suffer 
occlusion  from  its  articulating  cavity,  and  that  the  narrowness  of  the  open- 
ing in  the  capsule  is  ever  any  impediment  to  reduction.  This,  if  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  the  position  which  Dr.  King  assumes  in  his  article  of 
April  25th,  and  is  the  main  ground  on  which  he  rests  his  attack  on  the 
adjuster.  If  I  show,  therefore,  that  the  capsular  ligament  is  ruptured, 
and  is  quite  liable  to  rupture,  at  other  points  than  at  its  attachment,  and 
so,  too,  as  to  forbid  a  ready  return  of  the  head  of  the  bone  in  disloca- 
tions ;  and  also  that  the  head  of  the  bone  does  frequently  (not  always 
nor  generally,  perhaps)  suffer  occlusion  in  its  abnormal  position,  by  the 
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narrrowness  of  the  opening  in  the  capsule  in  recent  eases,  and  more 
certainly  in  old  ones,  and  also  that  the  adjuster  does  employ  another 
necessary  principle  in  reduction,  than  that  of  extension  and  counter-ex- 
tension, [  shall  prove  how  very  erroneous  are  the  views  of  Dr.  King  on 
this  subject,  entitling  his  opinions  and  his  whole  article  to  no  credit,  while 
at  the  same  time  1  shall  establish  the  value  of  the  adjuster,  and  its 
claims  to  professional  confidence. 

That  it  may  he  seen  that  I  do  not  mistake  Dr.  King's  meaning,  I  will 
quote  a  short  passage  from  his  article.  "  This  specious  hypothesis  (the 
longitudinal  rupture,  or  narrowness  of  the  opening  in  the  capsule)  is 
untrue  in  fact,  and  dangerous  in  its  consequences.  The  anatomy  of  the 
part,  as  well  as  post-mortem  examinations,  show  that  such  is  not  the  case, 
and  that  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  not  likely  thus  to  suffer  occlusion. 
The  capsular  ligament  is  more  likely  to  be  torn  from  its  attachments 
than  separated  in  its  centre  ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  the  head  of  the  hu- 
merus should  by  such  means  be  entirely  shut  out  from  its  cavity." 

To  show  the  absurdity  of  this  statement,  by  accredited  authors,  I 
quote,  first,  from  Dictionary  of  Practical  Surgery,  S.  Cooper,  &lc,  2nd 
American  edition,  Vol.  L,  page  341,  article  Dislocation — "Of  some 
circumstances  rendering  the  reduction  more  difficult.7' 

"  1.  Narrowness  of  the  opening  of  the  capsule.  The  opening  of 
the  capsule  being  too  narrow  to  allow  the  head  of  the  bone  to  return 
into  the  glenoid  cavity,  is  one  of  the  chief  impediments  to  reduction.  The 
obvious  indication  is  to  enlarge  such  an  opening  by  lacerating  its  edges. 
This  is  fulfilled  by  moving  the  bone  about  freely  in  every  direction,  par- 
ticularly in  that  in  which  the  dislocation  has  taken  place.  Now,  by  push- 
ing the  head  of  the  bone  against  the  capsule  already  torn,  the  latter  becomes 
lacerated  still  more,  in  consequence  of  being  pressed  between  two  hard 
bodies.  The  reduction,  which  is  frequently  impracticable  before  this 
proceeding,  often  spontaneously  follows  immediately  after  it  has  been 
adopted.  In  the  Journal  de  Chirurgie  are  two  cases  by  Anthaume  and 
Faucheron  establishing  this  doctrine." 

In  using  the  term  narrow,  connected  as  it  is  by  our  author  with  this 
particular  mode  of  enlarging  the  opening  in  the  capsule,  it  is  necessarily 
implied  that  the  laceration  is  substantially  longitudinal,  for  supposing  it, 
to  have  been  mostly  transverse,  as  the  tearing  a  capsule  from  its  at- 
tachments would  be,  the  force  which  would  be  ordinarily  applied  in  re- 
duction, would  of  itself  so  tend  necessarily  and  constantly  to  make  broad 
the  opening  in  the  capsule,  that  it  is  only  requisite  to  proceed  far 
enough  with  the  extending  force,  and  the  occluded  head  is  sure  to  find 
an  opening  in  the  capsule  sufficiently  large  for  its  return,  and  that, 
too,  without  the  operation  here  described.  But  for  once  suppose  it  to  be 
longitudinal,  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  and  as  our  author  says.  "  The  reduc- 
tion, which  is  frequently  impracticable  before  this  process,  often  spon- 
taneously follows."    I  will  again  quote  from  the  same  author,  page  336. 

"  Here  the  same  thing  often  happens  which  is  seen  to  occur  in  com- 
pound fractures,  in  which  the  ends  of  the  broken  part  protrude  through 
the  skin.  The  capsule  is  sufficiently  torn  to  let  the  head  of  the  bone 
escape,  but  the  opening,  afterwards  being  too  narrow,  forms  a  kind  of 
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constriction  round  the  neck  of  the  humerus,  so  as  to  prevent  the  return 
of  the  head  of  the  bone  into  the  place  which  it  originally  occupied.  In 
this  state,  should  we  endeavor  to  reduce  the  dislocation,  the  capsule, 
being  pushed  against  the  glenoid  cavity,  becomes  compressed  between  it 
and  the  head  of  the  bone,  which  the  surgeon  now  in  vain  attempts  to 
reduce.  Desault  was  the  first  to  notice  this  practical  fact,  two  examples 
of  which  are  recorded  in  his  journal,  and  cases  of  which  ha  ve  since  very 
often  presented  themselves  at  the  Hotel  Dieu.  In  these  cases  the  head  is 
commonly  very  moveable,  because  being  entirely  on  the  outside  of  the 
capsule  nothing  restrains  its  motion." 

The  following  is  quoted  from  page  321,  to  show  the  increased  lia- 
bility to  occlusion  by  the  lapse  of  time.  "  In  many  instances,  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time,  the  opening  in  the  capsular  ligament  becomes 
closed,  so  that  the  head  of  the  bone  cannot  return  into  its  original 
situation." 

2d.  For  the  same  purpose  I  will  quote  from  Miller's  Principles  of 
Surgery,  Edinburgh  edition,  1844,  page  697.  "  The  rent  in  the  capsu- 
lar ligament,  as  well  as  that  in  the  exterior  fibrous  apparatus,  becomes 
closed  by  plastic  exudation." 

Again,  page  699.  u  Sometimes  the  head  of  the  bone  merely  projects 
through  a  narrow  fissure  of  the  capsule,  and  this  tightly  embracing  its 
neck  becomes  agglutinated  thereto  by  plastic  exudation,  and  consti- 
tutes a  most  serious  obstacle  to  replacement." 

I  will  cite  but  two  more  cases  on  this  point,  for  I  am  admonished,  by 
the  length  of  this  article,  that  I  am  using  too  freely  the  printer's  time  and 
paper — although  cases  might  be  multiplied  almost  without  number. 

3d.  The  one  which  I  will  first  quote,  is  from  Fergusson's  Practical 
Surgery,  page  170,  London  edition,  1842.  The  specimen  referred  lo 
is  in  the  author's  collection  in  the  museum  of  King's  College,  London. 
Although  the  author  gives  the  case  for  an  entirely  different  purpose 
from  the  one  for  which  I  shall  quote  it,  still  it  is  so  entirely  pertinent 
to  our  object  that  I  shall  here  present  it.  He  says — "  On  a  subject,  I 
noticed  that  one  shoulder  was  more  prominent  than  the  other  ;  and  in 
the  process  of  the  dissection,  I  found  the  head  of  the  humerus  lying 
immediately  under  the  deltoid  muscle  in  contact  with  the  acromion,  and 
surrounded  by  a  very  thin  capsule  of  cellular  texture.  On  raising  the 
head  of  the  bone,  1  ascertained  that  the  long  tendon  of  the  biceps  was 
torn,  the  under  end  being  adherent  in  its  natural  groove,  and  that,  in 
addition,  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  [forward  in  all  proba- 
bility] had  been  in  a  manner  reduced  ;  but,  instead  of  passing  again 
into  the  capsule,  had  been  thrust  between  this  texture  and  the  deltoid 
muscle.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  glenoid  cavity  was  visible  at  its 
lowermost  point,  the  greater  part  being  covered  by  the  flattened  capsule. 
Doubtless,  in  this  case,  the  original  opening  in  the  ligament  had  been 
only  sufficient  to  let  the  head  of  the  bone  escape,  and  not  free  enough 
to  admit  of  proper  reduction." 

4th.  The  remaining  passage  which  I  shall  quote  on  this  point  may 
be  found  in  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  September,  1848,  page 
268.    It  is  Dr.  Fenner's  report  of  a  dissection  of  a  very  recent  case  of 
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dislocation  of  the  hip,  copied  from  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  i 
Journal  for  July.  After  having  tried  in  vain,  at  different  times,  during  the 
several  stages  of  the  dissection,  to  reduce  the  dislocation,  and  after  "  all 
the  muscles  between  the  pelvis  and  the  thigh  had  been  severed,"  so 
that  "  no  obstacle  to  the  complete  extension  of  the  limb  existed,"  Dr. 
Fenner  says,  "  it  was  found  impossible  to  replace  the  head  of  the  fe- 
mur into  its  proper  position.  It  could  not  be  forced  back  through  the 
aperture  in  the  capsular  ligament,  out  of  which  it  had  passed.  To  one 
half  of  its  extent  the  capsular  ligament  was  ruptured,  and  the  opening 
had  to  be  enlarged  from  one  half  to  three  quarters  of  an  inch  before  the 
head  of  the  femur  could  be  put  back  into  the  cotyloid  cavity  ;  here  lay 
the  chief  obstacle  to  the  reduction  of  the  dislocation" 

I  would  ask  Dr.  King,  does  "  one  half  of  its  extent,"  in  this  place, 
mean  crosswise  or  longitudinal  ?  Although,  I  confess,  I  knew  of  the 
case  before  it  was  reported  in  the  Journal,  yet  I  pretend  not  to  know 
any  more  than  is  reported;  but  I  will  risk  my  reputation  upon  it,  that 
the  rupture  of  that  capsule  was  substantially  longitudinal.  Finally,  how 
does  this  case  square  with  the  views  and  opinions  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper? 

There  is  but  one  point  more  in  Dr.  King's  conglomerate  to  which  1 
shall  pretend  to  reply.  Before  we  proceed,  however,  we  will  see  how 
much  Dr.  King  knows  about  reducing  dislocations.  On  page  233,  he 
says,  "  when  the  contractions  of  the  muscles  which  confine  the  limb 
in  its  abnormal  situation  have  been  overcome  by  these  means  [extension 
and  counter-extension],  the  proximal  extremity  of  the  dislocated  bone 
is  moved  laterally  [how  ?  by  what  means  ?]  as  much  as  may  be  necessary 
to  allow  the  muscles,  ivhen  the  traction  is  discontinued,  to  carry  the  bone 
back  to  its  normal  situation." 

Who  ever  heard,  before  this,  that  "  the  muscles  carried  the  bone  back 
to  its  normal  position  "  "  when  "  or  after  "  traction  is  discontinued  "  ?  Did 
Dr.  King  ever  see  a  shoulder  reduced  ?  Miller,  the  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  says  (Principles  of  Surgery,  page  702), 
"  So  soon  as  the  signs  of  reduction  have  occurred  [not  before,  by  any 
known  means  except  the  adjuster],  the  extending  force  is  instantly  desist- 
ed from."  And  Samuel  Cooper  says  (Dictionary  of  Surgery,  page  340), 
"  Thus,  the  head  of  the  bone  being  separated  from  the  trunk  and  brought 
near  the  glenoid  cavity  [by  extension  and  counter-extension],  it  usually 
glides  into  this  situation  [the  glenoid  cavity]  with  very  little  resistance." 
And  this,  remember,  is  while  extension  and  counter-extension  are  dis- 
continued. 1  would  also  say,  I  should  exceedingly  like  to  know  how 
long  it  is  "after  traction  is  discontinued"  by  the  pulleys,  that  "the 
muscles  carry  the  head  of  the  humerus  back  to  its  normal  situation  "  in 
the  glenoid  cavity. 

1  will,  however,  without  delay  take  up  the  remaining  point  to  which  I 
am  to  reply,  and  that  is — Does  the  adjuster,  in  using  it,  apply  any  other 
principle  in  surgery  than  extension  and  counter-extension  ?  or,  in  other 
words,  does  it  apply  any  new  principle  in  surgery  not  before  used  ? 

In  answering  this  question,  I  might,  with  much  confidence,  rely  on  the 
very  able  article  in  the  Archives  Generales  de  Medecine,  even  that  part 
of  it  which  I  have  so  lengthily  quoted  [see  last  Journal]  ;  for  by  that,  I 
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think  it  is  plain,  and  I  trust  the  reader  will  so  see  it,  that  more  than 
one  new  principle  is  applied  to  surgery  in  using  the  adjuster — yet  I  will 
content  myself  with  pointing  out  but  one,  for  from  this  one  all  of  the 
others  proceed.  The  one  to  which  I  refer,  is,  that  the  extending  point 
\of  traction,  both  in  fractures  and  dislocations,  is  always  free — never  a 
fixed,  immoveable  point,  only  as  the  surgeon  shall  choose  to  make  it  so, 
\and  then  only  at  such  a  point  as  he  shall  choose  to  fix  it.  The  very  re- 
\ verse  of  this  has  been  the  operation  of  every  apparatus  used  for  reduc- 
ing dislocations  up  to  this  time,  except  in  the  single  instance  of  Brunning- 
jhausen's  for  reducing  dislocations  of  the  shoulder.  In  that,  however,  the 
i  force  could  only  be  diminished  by  the  same  slow  process  as  that  by 
jwhich  it  was  applied.  This  difficulty  proceeded  necessarily  from  the 
kind  of  power  he  employed — the  endless  screw.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
let  off  instantly,  had  he  so  arranged  it:  but  he  did  not.  Yet  no  inter- 
mediate grade  could  be  attained  by  it.  In  a  word,  the  power  was  not 
perfectly  subject  to  the  will  of  the  operator;  and  this  alone,  in  syste- 
matic therapeutics,  renders  any  apparatus  in  which  such  defect  is  found, 
too  imperfect  for  general  use.  This,  therefore,  together  with  its  limited  ap- 
plication to  one  kind  of  injury  only,  and  its  imperfect  manner  of  adaptation 
to  fulfil  the  indications  required,  was  doubtless  the  cause  of  its  failing  to 
secure  that  confidence  which  its  author,  with  a  laudable  zeal,  had  intended 
it  should  merit.  Thus,  then,  did  Brunninghausen  fail  to  apply  the  prin- 
ciple. That  it  is  a  principle,  as  much  so  as  extension  and  counter^ex- 
tension,  I  trust  every  one  will  see  and  admit.  If  to  constitute  it  a  prin- 
ciple, it  is  only  necessary  that  it  should  form  a  constituent  part  of  any 
class  of  operations,  then,  indeed,  is  it  a  principle.  For  I  trust  I  have 
already  shown,  in  my  article  on  dislocations  of  the  shoulder,  that  there 
are  luxations  of  that  joint  which  cannot  be  reduced  without  using  this 
great  liberty  of  motion  at  the  point  of  traction,  and  which  is  secured  to 
the  surgeon  by  its  being  left  free — cases  which  have  been,  and  many 
others  of  which  can  be,  reduced,  by  'using  this  liberty  as  it  should 
be  used. 

That  there  needs  to  be  employed  at  least  another  principle  in  reducing 
dislocations  of  the  shoulder,  than  the  one  of  extension  and  counter-ex- 
tension, I  will  quote  that  father  in  surgery,  Samuel  Cooper  (Surg.  Dic- 
tionary, page  341). 

"  There  are  cases,  however,  in  which  the  action  of  the  muscles  being 
perverted  by  the  oldness  of  the  dislocation  and  by  the  adhesions  contract- 
ed with  the  surrounding  parts,  it  becomes  necessary  to  employ  such 
means,  as  will  serve  to  force,  as  it  were,  the  head  of  the  bone  into  its 
cavity,  whither  the  muscles  cannot  bring  it "  [in  using  extension  and 
counter-extension]. 

This  is  just  what  we  do  in  using  the  adjuster  to  reduce  those  old  dis- 
locations, and  just  what  Mr.  Cooper  says  it  is  necessary  to  do  to  reduce 
them.  By  using  that  liberty  of  motion  contained  in,  or  arising  from,  the 
principle  of  leaving  free  the  point  of  traction,  together  with  using  the 
principle  of  extension  and  counter-extension,  we  "force  the  head  of  the 
bone  "  away  from  adhering  tissues,  through  or  between  the  "  agglutinat- 
ed "  edges  of  the  capsule  (if  adhering),  again  "  into  its  cavity."  This 
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is  performed  directly,  by  the  contractile  power  of  the  muscles  of  the  dis- 
located limb,  acting  on  the  head  of  the  bone,  as  a  ball  is  acted  upon 
by  the  force  which  impels  it,  or  as  an  arrow  is  acted  upon  by  the  string 
of  an  elastic  bow,  driving  either  into  whatever  substance  happens  to 
come  in  its  way.  Indirectly,  in  the  case  of  the  bone,  by  the  adjuster 
putting  the  muscles  in  that  state  of  tension,  and  subjecting  their  power 
perfectly  to  the  will  of  the  surgeon,  while  by  the  shaft  of  the  bone  he 
directs  the  course  which  the  head  of  the  bone  is  to  take  (because  the 
point  of  traction  remains  free),  so  that  the  head  of  the  bone  communi- 
cates that  ;>  severe  force  "  of  which  Mr.  Cooper  speaks,  but  altogether 
more  safely  to  the  patient,  and  with  infinitely  greater  certainty  of  success 
to  the  surgeon,  than  that  to  which  he  refers. 

Two  examples,  at  least,  have  been  given  in  this  Journal,  and  by 
different  individuals,  of  the  operation  of  reduction  having  been  performed 
in  this  way,  after  all  of  the  ordinary  forces  and  means  had  been  tried 
in  vain.  Very  many  more  might  be  given.  Nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  any 
injury  resulting  from  its  use,  nor  can  I  conceive  of  its  being  an  unsafe 
mode  of  operation  in  the  hands  of  a  man  of  common  prudence  to  direct  it. 
The  dcuigcr  of  any  operation  with  the  adjuster,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  is 
vastly  less  than  with  the  pulleys  ;  and  all  who  are  familiar  with  it,  as  far 
as  I  know,  express  the  same  opinion.  The  reason  is  obvious — the  power 
is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  surgeon  ;  is  more  gentle  and  more 
steady,  and  consequently  more  safe.  By  this  liberty  of  motion,  also,  we 
are  often  able  to  accommodate  the  muscles,  or  elude  their  resistance,  and 
thus  effect  reduction  almost  without  the  patient  knowing  it.  More  than 
once,  in  reducing  a  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  have  I  been  seated  in  a 
chair,  and  the  patient  in  another  one  immediately  before  me.  from  which 
neither  of  us  arose  until  reduction  was  complete  ;  and  while  1  was  pro- 
gressing with  the  operation,  perhaps  (being  careful  not  to  allow  the  catch 
to  make  any  noise,  the  patient  thinking,  doubtless,  that  1  was  all  this 
while  adjusting  the  apparatus,  he  detailing  to  me  the  history  of  his  acci- 
dent, to  which  1  appeared  to  listen  with  deep  concern),  he  would  sud- 
denly start  and  exclaim — "  there,  it's  in  ;  I  felt  it — why,  I  did  'nt  know 
as  you  was  going  to  set  it  yet,"  or  words  of  like  import.  These,  of 
course,  were  all  recent,  cases,  but  they  show  the  gentleness  of  the  ad- 
juster in  its  mode  of  operation  ;  and  although  they  would  not  have  been 
difficult,  perhaps,  to  reduce  by  other  means,  still  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  they  could  have  been  reduced  by  any  other  with  so  little  suffer- 
ing to  the  patient.  Nor  would  I  be  understood  to  say  that  all  recent 
cases  are  equally  easy  of  reduction.  Far  from  it ;  some  of  them,  as  all 
experience  shows,  are  among  the  most  difficult.  But  I  am  convinced 
that,  all  cases  taken  and  considered,  very  much  less  suffering  is  produced 
by  the  adjuster  in  reduction  than  by  any  other  means,  while  I  am  confi- 
dent that  it  is  more  certain  of  success,  for  reasons  already  given. 

I  trust  that  1  have  now  shown  that  another  and  a  necessary  principle 
has  been  added  to  surgery  by  the  introduction  of  the  adjuster,  and  by  it 
a  mode  of  procedure  has  been  successfully  adopted  to  reduce  a  class  of 
dislocations  which  was  not  and  could  not  be  safely  reduced  in  any  other 
way.    The  mode  has  no  parallel  in  surgical  history,  nor  did  there  exist 
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any  means,  previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  adjuster,  by  which  such 
mode  could  be  adopted.  If  any  case  can  be  shown  where  such  disloca- 
tion has  been  so  reduced,  or  any  means  by  which  it  could  be  so  reduced, 
let  Dr.  King  show  it ;  otherwise,  hereafter,  hold  his  peace  until  he  better 
understands  what  he  is  to  write  about. 

Dr.  King  gives  me  credit  for  "one  idea."  I  really  wish  I  could  do 
as  much  for  him.  He  talks  very  fluently  about  old  dislocations.  He 
evidently  knows  very  little  about  them.  He  is  "  far  behind  the  times," 
and  his  duty  plainly  is,  to  "  post  up."  To  his  cant  about  patents,  I 
shall  not  reply.  I  would,  however,  here  observe,  that  I  am  convinced 
the  day  is  not  distant  when  that  subject  must  undergo  a  thorough  exa- 
mination. It  is  time  that  members  of  the  profession  knew  what  rights 
they  have,  and  what  they  have  not ;  who  are  to  give  those  rights,  and 
who  not  ;  who  to  define  them,  and  who  not,  and  on  what  principle  they 
are  to  be  given  and  defined.  Unwelcome  as  it  may  be  to  me  to  be 
dragged  before  the  profession,  on  this  side  issue,  it  may  nevertheless  be 
my  duty  to  stand  forth  in  defence  of  rights,  which  are  common  to  all, 
and  which  not  any  medical  body  have  even  a  moral  right  to  curtail  or 
abridge.  That  duty,  painful  as  it  may  be,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  nor 
decline,  nor  do  I  fear  the  decisions  which  common  justice  shall  award  to 
professional  courtesy. 

Dr.  King  throws  out  some  of  his  inuendoes  about  purchasers  being 
"glad  to  dispose  of  it  [the  adjuster]  at  a  large  discount,"  and  also  "about 
young  graduates,"  he.  How  all  this  may  be,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  there 
are  two  facts  which  I  do  know.  One  is,  that  in  Dr.  King's  immediate 
neighborhood  there  has  been  sold  at  least  one  adjuster  within  the  past 
month,  by  the  manufacturer.  How  is  this  ?  If  they  are  so  abundant 
and  "  at  a  large  discount,"  why  not  purchase  of  those  who  would  sell 
cheap  ?  The  other  fact  is,  in  looking  over  the  list  of  purchasers  which 
the  manufacturer  keeps,  I  find  them  in  professional  standing  far  above 
the  mediocrity  of  their  profession  generally  ;  and  this  is  just  as  we  should 
suppose  it  would  be.  Those  who  purchase  would  generally  be  likely  to 
have  the  best  practice,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  purchase, 
and  such  men  are  generally,  I  believe,  the  ones  who  stand  highest  in 
their  profession.  Another  fact  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  notorious,  I 
believe,  with  the  agents  of  the  manufacturer,  that  not  one  of  them  likes 
to  travel  in  sections  of  country  where  the  adjuster  is  not  known,  and 
where  they  have  first  to  introduce  it.  I  have  been  repeatedly  told  by 
them,  that  they  can  generally  do  twice  the  amount  of  business  in  a  given 
time,  where  some  one  has  already  introduced  it,  than  they  can  in  a  section 
of  country  where  its  use  is  unknown.  As  I  have  already  said,  I  do  not 
know  but  Dr.  King's  statements  about  this  matter  are  all  true ;  but  with 
these  facts  before  me,  a  very  dark  shade  is  cast  over  them  in  my  own 
mind.  Yet,  after  all,  that  there  should  be  such  instances  would  not  be 
strange,  considering  the  great  number  of  the  instruments  which  are  now 
owned  by  the  profession.  Too  many,  I  am  convinced,  who  own  the 
adjuster,  know  very  little  about  it.  They  can  scarcely  apply  it  correctly, 
simple  as  it  is,  in  its  plainest  and  simplest  applications.  This  is  indeed 
humiliating,  but  so  it  is.    Nor  is  it  confined  entirely  to  those  who  make 
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but  small  pretensions.  There  are  those,  who,  as  it  has  appeared  to  me, 
if  their  self-conceit  did  not  forbid  it,  would  so  learn  the  use  of  the  ad- 
juster as  to  be  able  to  accomplish  what  they  now  do  not  and  cannot 
accomplish.  But  this  is  a  misfortune  common  to  every  new  develop- 
ment. A  principle,  ever  so  good,  ever  so  plain,  will  not  be  comprehended 
by  all,  and  at  once.  The  thing,  by  fermentation,  as  it  were,  must  work 
itself  clear. 

I  have  a  case  now  under  treatment  which  I  wish  all  could  see.  It  is 
a  iracture  of  the  neck  of  the  femur  ;  and  although,  from  the  age  and 
infirmities  of  the  patient,  it  is  a  very  unpromising  case,  he  being  a  man 
ol  67,  with  a  broken-down  constitution,  and  a  peculiarly  irritable  and 
spasmodic  state  of  the  muscles  of  the  lower  limbs,  which  has  existed  for 
many  years,  giving  him  a  most  ungraceful  walk  in  all  his  pedestrial 
movements,  still,  to  see  the  ease  with  which  the  fractured  extremities 
are  kept  in  apposition,  and  the  perfectly  quiet  and  comfortable  state  of 
the  patient  all  the  time,  leads  me  to  wish  that  nil  might  witness  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  accomplished.  On  first  seeing  the  patient,  and  under- 
standing the  nature  of  his  injury,  together  with  his  obviously  broken- 
down  state,  I  advised  him  and  his  friends  not  to  attempt  to  do  anything 
more  with  the  limb  than  simply  to  keep  him  as  comfortable  as  could  be 
done  ;  to  lay  it  in  as  easy  a  position  as  could  be  found  for  it,  and  as  soon 
as  consistent,  to  allow  him  to  rise  from  his  bed — as  there  could  be  no 
hopes  ol  a  union  of  the  broken  bone,  and  as  it  was  especially  their  duty 
to  look  out  for  his  general  health.  But  so  far  from  even  desiring  them 
to  lollow  these  general  instructions  long,  in  consequence  of  the  suffering 
ol  the  patient  1  was  forced  to  co-apt  the  fracture  to  give  him  ease.  On 
placing  the  fractured  extremities  in  apposition,  he  almost  immediately  be- 
came easy,  and  has  remained  so  ever  since.  It  is  now  near  two  weeks  ;  the 
injury  happening  on  the  day  I  reached  home  from  the  American  Medical 
Association.  I  cannot,  of  course,  expect  a  bony  union  in  this  unpromis- 
ing case,  although  everything  now  appears  very  much  like  it.  I  never 
saw  a  case,  with  a  single  exception,  put  so  at  ease  without  the  adjuster,  as 
is  this  case.  My  suspicion,  indeed  I  may  say  my  belief  is,  in  this 
case,  that  without  co-aptation  of  the  fracture,  the  powers  of  the  system 
would  have  succumbed  to  the  constitutional  disturbance  which  was  fast 
arising.  His  mind  wandered.  He  had  a  coated  tongue,  and  a  full,  quick 
and  irritative  pulse.  From  all  these  symptoms,  however,  he  is  now  free, 
with  a  good  appetite,  quiet  state,  and  limb  just  the  length  of  its  fellow. 

I  have  now  done  with  Dr.  King,  and  shall  close  with  a  single  re- 
mark. It  has  too  often  appeared  to  me,  and  I  have  sometimes  been 
surprised  at  it,  that  members  of  the  profession,  and  others,  when  they 
attempt  to  make  improvements,  in  therapeutical  instruments  especially, 
seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that  they  must  first  dispossess  the  profession 
(as  it  were)  of  what  they  have,  before  they  can  expect  theirs  to  be  re- 
ceived or  even  considered  by  the  profession.  Not  content  with  defining 
clearly  the  defects  in  existing  apparatus,  and  the  reasons  why  they  are 
defective,  together  with  their  reasons  why  their  own  improvements  are 
called  for,  they,  by  traducement  and  other  means,  must  first  jostle  them 
out  of  their  way.    This,  it  appears  to  me,  certainly,  is  not  the  way  to 
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advance  the  profession.  If  they  have,  as  they  profess  to  have  by  the 
very  improvements  which  they  attempt  to  introduce,  the  good  of  the 
profession  at  heart,  they  would  be  as  much  rejoiced  at  what  we  already 
have  which  is  valuable,  as  others,  and  not  attempt,  in  their  wholesale  man- 
ner, to  traduce  and  destroy  whatever  appears  to  stand  in  their  way,  irre- 
spective of  its  merits.  Such  selfish  policy,  certainly,  is  too  narrow  for  the 
medical  profession.  It  is  beneath  its  dignity.  Although  the  apparatus 
which  is  the  apparent  (not  real)  ground  of  this  controversy,  cost  me  much 
time,  much  study  and  much  money,  yet  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  means 
by  which  those  indications  could  be  better  fulfilled  than  by  the  adjuster. 
Could  I  see  them,  I  doubt  not  I  should  be  among  the  first  to  approve 
them.  Our  course  should  be  onward,  and  anything  in  our  conduct  which 
is  calculated  to  arrest  that  course,  is  not  an  honest  mode  of  dealing  with 
it.    With  my  profound  respects  to  the  profession  generally, 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,         G.  O.  Jarvis. 
Portland,  Conn.,  May  19th,  1849. 


CLINICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

It  will  be  thought,  perhaps,  hardly  necessary,  at  the  present  day,  to 
speak  in  behalf  of  clinical  instruction.  But,  certain  expressions  have 
lately  been  uttered,  which  may  render  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject  not 
inappropriate. 

On  entering  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  we  were  advised,  by  high 
authority,  to  commence,  at  once,  daily  visits  at  the  Massachusetts  Hospi- 
tal. The  wisdom  of  tins  advice,  has  fully  sustained  itself  by  experience. 
Familiarity  with  the  aspect  of  the  sick  and  of  disease  is  thus  early  acquired. 
Perhaps  no  single  method  can  be  suggested,  of  obtaining  familiarity  with 
the  materia  medica,  and  associating  remedies  with  the  diseases  to  which 
they  are  appropriate,  of  more  benefit  than  constant  hospital  attendance. 
And,  surely,  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  best  introduction  to  the 
study  of  theory  and  practice,  is  through  the  observation  of  cases  in 
connection  with  their  description  in  the  text  book.  At  the  hospital,  the 
important  characteristics  of  disease  are  pointed  out,  by  those  whose  de- 
light is  in  searching  out  and  imparting  to  others  the  treasures  of  science. 
But,  what  deserves  especial  mention,  the  ear  may  there  be  educated  to 
recognize  the  certain  signs  of  pulmonary  affections.  And  how,  but  by 
practice,  and  constant  practice,  too  (for  which  three  years  is  not  enough), 
can  the  art  of  auscultation  be  acquired?  And  has  any  person  at  the 
present  day  a  right  to  offer  himself  (or  has  any  institution  a  right  to  offer 
him)  as  a  competent  practitioner,  as  fitted  to  decide  upon  the  existence 
or  non-existence  of  tubercles,  in  the  chest  of  a  patient,  or  to  diagnose 
pneumonia  from  pleurisy,  or  bronchitis,  who  has  not  accustomed  his  ear 
to  their  indubitable  signs  ?  Can  the  studies  above  alluded  to,  we  would 
ask,  be  nearly  so  well  pursued,  and  the  art  of  auscultation  be  acquired  at 
all,  without  hospital  advantages  ?  Why,  after  the  term  of  pupilage  in 
this  country  is  completed,  does  the  zealous  student  of  medical  science^ 
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so  often  as  he  does,  spend  a  large  amount  of  time  and  money  in  further 
labors  abroad  ?  Is  it  to  consult  foreign  libraries,  or  chiefly  to  attend  the 
lecture-room  ?  We  believe  we  shall  be  sustained  in  asserting  the  nega- 
tive, and  in  declaring  that  the  chief  object  which  draws  the  student  to 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  is  the  ten  thousand  patients  of  Paris,  and 
the  bedside  cliniques  of  Louis. 

When,  then,  the  administrators  of  a  public  institution  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  medical  practitioners  confess  their  inability  to  afford  hospital 
advantages  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  student,  do  they  not  thereby 
confess  their  disqualification  to  give  diplomas  of  competency  for  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine?  If  such  an  institution  is  prevented  from  affording 
thorough  bedside  cliniques,  on  account  of  being  encumbered  with  too 
large  a  number  of  students,  is  it  not  clearly  its  duty  to  reduce  the  number 
to  that  which  will  enable  it  to  do  full  justice  to  those  under  its  charge  ; 
or  to  consider  itself  disqualified  for  giving  to  its  graduates  diplomas  of  full 
competency  as  medical  practitioners?  Let  its  overplus  of  students  be 
sent  elsewhere ;  or,  if  all  our  institutions  should  become  so  flooded  with 
applicants  for  matriculation  that  none  of  them  should  be  able  to  afford 
the  requsite  hospital  instruction,  then  let  a  selection  be  made,  on  the 
basis  of  an  examination  of  the  candidates,  in  respect  to  their  preliminary 
acquirements.  We  mean  what  we  say.  Let  there  be  no  medical  col- 
lege without  a  hospital ;  and  no  diplomas  without  clinical  preparation. 

We  believe  that  although  the  subject  has  nowhere  received,  in  this 
country,  the  attention  it  deserves,  yet  that  the  medical  student  in  this 
city  enjoys  fair  advantages  for  observation.  But,  more  might  here  be 
done  for  him.  Arrangements  might  easily  be  made  with  the  Boston 
Dispensary  and  its  physicians,  to  bring  cases  for  auscultation,  of  scarlet 
fever,  measles,  smallpox,  he.  he,  under  the  eye  of  students,  at  times 
in  considerable  variety.  We  ourselves  have  received  the  most  courteous 
treatment  from  the  physicians  of  the  public  hospitals,  from  whom  we  have 
sought  opportunities  for  observation  in  the  establishments  under  their 
charge.  But  we  believe  that  the  passage  of  laws,  expressly  providing 
for  clinical  instruction  at  these  places,  would  not  only  be  an  act  of 
liberality  towards  a  body  of  scientific  men,  but  one  which  must  reflect 
advantage  upon  the  public  which  supports  them.  Clinique. 

Boston,  May,  1849. 


AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Journal  of  May  9th  is  an  account  of  the  late  meeting 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  Boston.  In  that  article,  it  is 
stated,  p.  283,  that  a  resolution  of  Dr.  Wood  was  adopted,  asking  for  a 
committee  "  to  prepare,  at  leisure,  a  statement  of  the  facts  and  arguments 
which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the  prolongation  of  the  courses  to  six 
months,"  •  •##■##«  and  Drs.  Wood,  Jackson,  and  Atlee,  all 
of  Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  as  the  committee."  Hence  the  error  in 
the  names  of  the  committee  in  the  present  writer's  article  in  the  Journal 
of  May  16th,  which  your  correspondent  of  the  30th  corrects. 
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In  the  article  of  May  16th,  occurs  a  passage  which  is  noticed  more  at 
length  in  the  communication  of  A.  S.,  in  your  number  of  the  30th,  and 
which  seems  especially  to  have  caused  its  publication,  It  is  this  "  It 
has  been  thought  that  this  resolution  (Prof.  Wood's),  as  it  is  to  appear  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  Association,  will  bear  upon  it  the  endorsement  of 
the  Association.  It  is  obvious  that  it  will  do  this  no  more  than  will 
Dr.  Ware's  paper,  which,  we  have  seen,  has  been  appended  to  the  report 
on  education.  They  will  simply  state  the  opinions  of  members  of  the 
medical  faculties  in  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  and  for  which  the 
Association  is  in  no  sense  responsible." 

I  can  see  no  "error"  whatever  in  this  paragraph,  as  alleged  by  your 
correspondent.  Dr.  Ware  presented  a  paper  to  the  Association,  which 
gives  the  opinions  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Harvard  University  (not 
of  the  Faculty  of  Massachusetts,  as  above  stated),  concerning  extend- 
ing the  lecture  term  to  six  months,  and  to  which  extension  that 
paper  offers  objections.  By  a  vote  of  the  Association,  that  paper  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  along  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion. To  whom  is  that  Report  made  ?  To  the  profession  throughout 
the  land.  And  for  what  purpose?  To  show  what  are  the  views  of  the 
Association  concerning  medical  education.  It  has  no  authority  whatever 
beyond  this,  and  the  public  adoption  and  continued  use  of  anything  it  may 
recommend  must  depend  on  its  opinion  of  the  matters  recommended, 
or  which,  being  adopted,  are  in  practice  found  to  be  actually  useful. 
And  what  more  important  function  than  this  can  such  an  Association 
perform  ?  It  deliberately  offers  its  views  concerning  matters  of  the 
gravest  professional  interest.  It  states  facts  and  arguments,  and  presents 
the  results  of  its  labors  to  the  public.  It  there  leaves  them,  for  adoption 
or  neglect,  just  as  circumstances  of  time  or  place  may  determine.  The 
writer  sees  no  higher  nor  wiser  destiny  or  use  of  that  which  is  thus  pre- 
sented as  the  best  for  all  ;  and  in  such  view  of  it  the  recommendation 
has  its  surest  power, 

"  But,"  (says  "  A.  S.  ")  "  it  was  to  be  expected  that  some  persons 
who  were  uninformed  of  these  circumstances  stated  by  him,  or  who  agreed 
with  the  Faculty  of  Harvard,  might  infer  from  the  mere  presence  of  Dr. 
Ware's  paper  in  the  Transactions,  that  the  Association  was  at  least  waver* 
ing  in  its  advocacy  of  the  six  months  lecture  term.  In  order  to  prevent  this 
error,  and  lest  the  paper,  '  if  not  mistaken  by  the  public  as  a  representa- 
tion of  the  views  of  the  Association,  might  at  least  have  the  effect  of  con- 
travening those  views,'  Prof.  Wood  introduced  his  Preamble  and  Reso- 
lution, calling  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee,  to  prepare  '  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  and  arguments  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  courses  to  six  months,' to  be  published  along  with 
the  paper  of  Dr.  Ware.  This  Committee,  it  is  obvious,  was  appointed 
for  the  very  purpose  of  preventing  a  misconception  of <  the  views  of  the 
Association  ' ;  and  its  work,  therefore,  will  '  bear  upon  it  the  endorsement 
of  the  Association.'  "  • 

On  reading  this  paragraph,  a  question  arose  if  there  might  not  be  some 
misapprehension  of  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  "  endorsement  of  the  Asso- 
ciation/'   The  "statement  of  the  facts  and  arguments"  of  Prof,  Wood's 
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committee  will  be  collected  and  come  out  by  authority  of  the  Association, 
for  under  such  authority  that  committee  will  act.    The  endorsement  or 
ratification  of  the  views  of  the  committee,  of  its  "  facts  and  its  argu- 
ments," can  be,  it  is  conceived,  given  to  the  report  only  by  the  action  of     '  • 
the  Association  upon  the  report  itself. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  entertained  on  this,  and  any  other 
collateral  views,  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the  adoption  of  any  propositions 
of  the  Association  will  solely  depend  on  what  they  are  believed  to  be 
worth.  If  they  are  thought  to  promise  important  results,  they  may  be 
tried.  This  will  be  done  very  slowly,  and  with  great  care.  If  they 
work  well,  they  will  be  continued.  If  they  work  badly,  or  what  in  such 
cases  is  the  same  thing,  if  they  are  believed  so  to  work,  they  will  be  given 
up.  Jt  was  of  the  working  of  the  six  months  lecture  term  that  the  article 
in  your  number  of  May  16th,  was  designed  in  part  to  speak.  It  is  stated  in 
that  paper  that  from  what  was  gathered,  it  did  not  seem  that  the  success  in 
the  few  experiments  which  have  been  made  of  the  lengthened  term,  have 
been  great,  or  very  encouraging.  Nothing,  however,  in  that  article  was 
said  or  implied  to  discourage  further  trials  of  the  plan  ;  but  an  opinion 
expressed  that  trial  would  continue  to  be  made,  and  that  the  result  would 
be  felt  by  the  profession.  The  meeting  of  the  Association  was  a  noble 
gathering  of  men  of  talent  and  of  learning.  Its  power  was  felt  beyond 
those  who  formed  it.  The  public  paid  to  it  honor,  and  so  manifested  a 
relation  to  the  profession,  which  the  physician  cannot  but  highly  value, 

w.  c. 


SECURITY  OF  VACCINATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  several  articles  that  have  appeared  of  late  in  your  Jour- 
nal, upon  smallpox  and  varioloid,  I  have  observed  that  in  seeking  to 
account  for  the  great  increase  of  these  diseases,  some  have  inferred  that 
vaccination,  after  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  loses  its  protective  power, 
A  practice  of  thirty  years,  in  a  place  peculiarly  exposed  to  smallpox, 
from  its  border  location,  and  from  the  consequently  frequent  arrival  of 
emigrants,  has  brought  under  my  notice  facts  that  confirm  me  in  an 
opposite  opinion. 

In  1819,  I  vaccinated  over  two  hundred  persons.  Among  these, 
there  were  three  children  in  one  family,  of  the  ages  of  one,  three,  and 
five  years.  Since  then,  we  have  had  the  smallpox  eight  or  ten  times, 
When  it  visited  us  in  1840,  there  was  an  Irish  physician  residing  here, 
who  inoculated  a  number  of  persons  with  the  smallpox  virus,  and  among 
others  this  family.  When  this  was  made  known  to  the  authorities  of  the 
place,  two  or  three  days  after,  I  was  called  to  visit  those  whom  Dr.  G. 
(now  of  your  city)  had  inoculated.  In  the  above-named  family,  1  found 
the  arms  of  the  three  persons,  whom  I  had  vaccinated  in  1819,  inflamed, 
and  within  four  or  five  days  they  became  quite  sore,  but  by  the  ninth  day 
all  inflammation  had  ceased,  and  nothing  but  a  dry  scab  was  left  upon 
the  arm.  But  two  other  children,  who  were  born  after  1819,  and  who 
had  never  been  vaccinated,  bad  all  the  symptoms  of  smallpox,  and  were 
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shortly  afterwards  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  they  suffered  from  the 
disease. 

In  these  cases,  vaccination  proved  a  protective  from  smallpox,  not- 
withstanding the  persons  were  more  than  twenty  years  afterwards  inocu- 
lated with  virus  taken  directly  from  a  person  sick  with  the  disease.  I 
feel  confident  that  whatever  may  be  a  person's  exposure  to  smallpox, 
vaccination  will  eradicate  all  susceptibility  to  it.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  a  single  vaccination  is  sufficient ;  but  as  no  one  knows  who  may  be 
the  tenth  person,  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  re-vaccinate  after  a  few  weeks, 
and  to  continue  vaccination  as  long  as  it  will  produce  a  vaccine  pustule. 
There  are  but  few  cases  where  it  has  taken  the  second  time,  although 
I  have  known  two  or  three  instances  where  it  has  produced  a  pustule  the 
third  time.  I  have  never  known  of  a  single  case  of  varioloid  or  smallpox 
where  the  individual  had  been  properly  vaccinated,  and  am  persuaded 
that  the  cause  of  so  many  cases  of  these  diseases  is  owing  to  the  use  of 
impure  matter,  or  because  the  vaccination  is  not  thoroughly  done. 

Eastport,  Me.,  May  2oth,  1849.        Yours  truly,    E.  Richardson, 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JUNE   6  ,    1  8  4  9- 


Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — Notwithstanding  the  discouraging 
inclemency  of  the  weather  on  Wednesday  last,  the  anniversary  of  the 
State  Medical  Society,  the  members  came  together  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  show  that  an  abiding  interest  is  felt,  throughout  the  commonwealth,  in 
this  oldest  of  the  medical  institutions  of  New  England.  It  was  feared 
that  the  enthusiasm  exhibited  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  in  this  city,  had  quite  exhausted  the  vigor  of  those  who  have 
always  been  first  and  foremost  in  sustaining  and  carrying  out  the  measures 
of  the  State  Society.  But  there  was  no  lack  of  energy  or  promptitude  ; 
and  when  the  eagerness  of  the  crowd  was  observed,  as  they  pressed  to  the 
treasury  board  to  pay  their  assessments,  the  conclusion  was  irresistible, 
that  medical  men,  like  politicians,  are  convinced  that  in  union  there  is 
strength.  Young  physic,  and  old  harmonized  admirably.  There  were 
some  few  changes  in  the  list  of  counsellors,  which  it  was  good  policy  to 
make.  More  of  the  young,  spirited  members  should  have  seats  in  the 
council.  If  efficiency  is  of  any  consequence  in  an  organization  especially 
devoted  to  the  arduous  business  of  keeping  quackery  at  bay,  and  in  main- 
taining a  vigilant  supervision  over  a  large  body  of  practitioners,  who  are 
actuated  by  varied  motives,  and  influenced  by  passions,  as  others  are  in  the 
different  walks  of  life,  and  who  therefore  require  a  place  of  appeal  to  settle 
misunderstandings  and  to  establish  rules  of  professional  etiquette,  there 
should  be  elected  active,  stirring,  prudent  counsellors,  and  a  good  many  of 
them  too,  that  all  sections  of  the  State  may  be  fairly  represented. 

Dr.  Jarvis,  of  Dorchester,  delivered  a  learned  discourse  relating  to  the 
laws  of  life.  As  the  manuscript  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  a  publisher, 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  attempt  a  synopsis  of  the  speaker's  subject. 
'Dr.  Jarvis  has  no  rival,  in  these  parts,  in  the  particular  order  of  statistics 
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to  which  all  the  powers  of  his  intellect  are  given.  Whether  he  really  en- 
tertains the  opinion  that  a  man  should  be  summoned  before  a  court  of  in- 
quiry to  ascertain  why  he  is  sick,  or  the  cause  of  the  premature  decay  of 
his  physical  powers  at  the  age  of  only  100  years,  is  not  known  ;  but  it  is  very  ■ 
certain  that  the  doctor  is  striving,  with  the  whole  strength  of  a  cultivated, 
philanthropic  mind,  to  persuade  people  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  their  nature, 
and  that  health,  happiness  and  usefulness  are  matters  very  much  within 
their  own  control. 

At  Faneuil  Hall.  Mr.  Wright  served  up  an  excellent  dinner — much  su- 
perior to  the  entertainments  prepared  on  some  former  occasions,  and  which 
elicited  the  genera!  commondation  of  the  company.  Dr.  Ware,  the  Presi- 
dent, was  exceedingly  happy  in  those  introductory  obsprvations  which  were 
designed  to  move  the  social  elements.  For  beauty  of  thought,  elegance  of 
diction,  and  appropriateness,  the  speech  of  the  Rev.  Chandler  Robbins, 
the  officiating  clergyman,  was  universally  admired  and  applauded.  No 
stimulus  but  water  was  used,  and  it  was  apparent  that  hydrostatic  pressure 
is  the  only  power  necessary  for  putting  in  motion  an  ocean  of  wit,  repartee, 
and  refined  hilarity. 

In  the  evening  Dr.  Ware  received,  with  the  most  cordial  hospitality,  at 
his  residence  in  Tremont  st.,  the  profession  of  the  city,  medical  strangers, 
and  those  identified  with  the  science  of  medicine.  The  Society  has  again 
honored  him  with  the  highest  official  position  within  its  gift,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  list  of  officers  for  the  present  year  : — John  Ware.  Presi- 
dent;  Joseph  Stono,  Vice  President ;  Charles  G.  Putnam,  Corresponding 
Secretary;  H.  I,  Bo  wd  itch,  Recording  Secretary ;  A.  A.  Gould,  Trea- 
surer; A.  A.  Watson,  Librarian. 

Dr.  Andrew  Mackie,  of  New  Bedford,  is  to  deliver  the  next  annual 
address. 


Committees  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — Much  desire  is 
manifested  abroad  to  know  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  several 
committees  of  the  Association  the  present  year.  We  are  assured,  that  as 
soon  as  the  records  are  made  up  by  the  Secretary  at  Philadelphia,  and 
are  in  a  suitable  condition  for  the  public,  they  will  be  published.  A  few 
weeks  at  farthest  will  suffice,  it  is  believed,  for  systematizing  the  numerous 
papers  that  must  have  accumulated  during  the  session.  An  error  occurred, 
we  are  told,  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  chairmen  of  committees,  as  publish- 
ed in  the  Journal  a  fortnight  ago.  As  soon  as  a  correct  list  is  obtained, 
that  error,  and  any  others  that  may  have  occurred,  will  be  rectified. 

[Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner  for 
June  has  been  received,  containing  a  corrected  list  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees, which  we  shall  endeavor  to  find  room  for  next  week.] 

Valerianate  of  Morphine. — Dr.  Wyman,  of  Cambridge,  near  the  Uni- 
versity, has  shown  us  a  beautiful  specimen  of  this  elegant  preparation,  va- 
lerianic acid  and  morphine,  manufactured  in  that  city  at  the  Lawrence  la- 
boratory. It  has  been  tried  partially,  and  is  believed  to  combine  the  pro- 
perties of  the  two  articles.  If  Dr.  Wyman  would  favor  the  profession 
with  his  experience  in  the  use  of  this  new  combination,  he  would  confer  a 
special  favor. 

Epidemic  Cholera. — Messrs,  Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields,  have  opportunely 
brought  out  the  following  work,  viz,     "  Treatise  on  Epidemic  Cholera  j 
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being  lectures  delivered  under  the  authority  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine 
of  Paris,  by  Ambrose  Tardieu.  M.D.,  &c.  Translated  from  the  French, 
by  Samuel  Lee  Bigelow,  M.D.,  with  an  Appendix  by  a  Fellow  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society."  We  discover,  by  a  prefatory  note,  that 
Dr.  Wrn.  W.  Morland,  of  Boston,  is  the  gentleman  to  whom  the  public  is 
indebted  for  the  appendix,  a  large,  and,  according  to  our  individual  opinion, 
the  best  part  of  the  whole  book.  It  would  be  a  perfect  waste  of  time,  in 
this  cholera  epoch,  when  every  one  has  a  remedy,  or  rather  treatment,  of 
his  own,  and  no  one  acknowledges  any  author  extant  as  a  guide  in  the 
matter,  to  attempt  to  convince  our  readers  that  any  one  work  on  this  dis- 
ease is  better  than  another.  In  assuring  them  that  this  is  truly  a  learned 
and  excellent  book,  it  is  proper  to  say  further,  that  now  is  the  time  to  con- 
sult it,  if  ever.  It  has  the  seal  of  approbation  from  very  eminent  physi- 
cians in  Boston,  Salem  and  elsewhere. 


Register  of  Cases  in  vjhich  Ether  ivas  employed  at  Morion's  Letheon  Dental 
Establishment,  19  Tremont  Row,  for  the  iveek  ending  June  1,  1849. 


Sex. 

A?e. 

Number  of 

Teeth 
extracted. 

Quantity 
6i  Etliei 
used. 

Time  of 
Insensi- 
bility. 

Time  of 

Re- 
covery. 

Temperament. 

Pulse  at 
commenc. 
and  end. 

Remarks. 

Male. 

29 

4 

h  oz. 

2  m. 

2  m. 

Sanguine. 

~82— no" 

Quiet. 

Female. 

18 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Laughter. 

Male. 

10 

4 

1 

«i 

ih 

Lymphatic. 

80—90 

Quiet. 

25 

4 

1 

3 

3 

u 

18 

2 

1 

1 

(C 

quiekVd 

Female. 

21 

2 

1 

Common  health 

100—120 

Trembling. 

<« 

33 

1 

1 

f 

(< 

80 

Conscious  but  in- 

sensible. 

« 

18 

1 

1 

u 

130—120 

Quiet. 

Male. 

21 

3 

n 

3 

f 

<« 

100—100 

tt 

Female. 

25 

3 

i 

3 

80 

18 

2 

i 

H 

100—110 

<  C  4 

Male. 

21 

Destroyed 

2 

3 

Very  Nervous. 

160—100 

it 

4  nerves. 

30 

1 

1 

3 

Sanguine. 

80 

(( 

Female. 

20 

1 

1 

1 

Weakly. 

58—120 

Perfectly  quiet. 

3i 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Nervous. 

130—80 

32 

6 

5 

5 

Lymphatic. 

80—90 

«< 

40 

10 

1 

2 

4 

Weak  and  ner- 

70—30 

Quiet,  yet  subject 

vous. 

to  spasms. 

To  Correspondents. — The  remarks  of  J.  E.  L.  and  of  Dr.  King  on  the  remedy  for  quackery 
proposed  by  Dr.  Skinner,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal,  have  been  received.  A  correspondent 
in  this  city  also  calls  our  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Benton,  of  Sterling,  dated  January,  1848,  proposing  the  adoption  of  the 
same  plan.  If  space  can  be  spared,  this  article  will  be  copied  hereafter.  Dr.  Hill's  case  of 
Dropsy,  and  E.  S.  R.'s  notice  of  a  new  work  of  art  by  Mr.  Bracket,  the  sculptor,  are  likewise 
on  hand.  , 


Married,— Dr.  E.  T.Wilson,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  Peckham.  At  Rochester,  N. 
Y  ,  Dr.  Henry  A.  Langvvorthy  to  Miss  C.  Waters. 


Died, — Near  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Jonathan  Hubbard,  formerly  of  Maine,  69. — At  Tyngsboro',  Ms., 
Dr.  Augustus  Pierce,  47.— At  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dr.  Thomas' H.  Perry,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  N. — 
At  Jeffersonville  City,  Dr.  Stevenson,  of  JeffersonviUe,  la.,  of  cholera. 


Rpport  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  June  2d,  77. — Males,  41 — females,  36. — 
Of  consumption,  17 — scarlet  fever,  11 — typhus  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  5 
— child-bed,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  4 — marasmus,  1 — debility,  4 — infantile,  3 — measles, 
3 — dropsy,  3 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — congestion  of  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  head,  2 
— ervsipelas,  1 — croup,  1 — teething,  2 — cholera  morbus,  2 — cramp,  ] — old  age,  3 — brain  fever,  1 
— hooping  cough,  1 — dysentery,  2 — epilepsy,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — pleurisy,  1  — convulsions,  1 — exe- 
cuted, 1 — gastro-enterilis,  1. 

-  Under  5  years,  29 — between  5  and  20  years,  16 — between  20  and  40  years,  17 — between  40 
and  60  years,  10 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Hints  to  Dyspeptics. — "  Golden  rules  of  health  and  hints  to  dyspeptics, 
with  reference  to  exercise,  air  and  temperature'''  is  the  title  of  a  12mo,  of 
]65  pages,  published  for  the  author,  Joel  H.  Koss,  M.D.,  New  York. 
Some  good  suggestions  are  to  be  found  in  this  treatise,  and  appropriate 
observations,  indicating  familiarity  with  the  subject  of  dyspepsia.  But 
there  is  a  certain  indefinable  something  wanting  to  give  the  book  that  tone 
which  would  make  it  sought  by  the  first  class  of  minds.  We  have  not  a 
disposition  to  find  fault  wiih  Dr.  R.'s  efforts,  nor  should  the  benevolence  of  a 
gentleman  be  called  in  question,  who  disposes  of  good  books  at  twenty-five 
cents  a-piece.  Some  queer  expressions  find  place,  especially  on  the  30th 
page,  in  the  colloquy  between  Mrs.  A.  and  Mrs.  B.,  over  a  cup  of  coffee. 


Gun-shot  Wound — Narrow  Escape. — Dr.  William  Lindsay,  of  Donnels- 
ville,  has  sent  us  an  account  of  a  case  of  gun-shot  wound  that  occurred  in 
his  practice  some  years  since.  On  the  27th  of  Nov.,  1S44,  he  was  called 
to  see  the  young  man  who  was  the  subject  of  the  accident,  a  son  of 
Mr.  Jacob  Snider.  While  blowing  into  a  rifle  which  he  firmly  believed 
was  not  loaded,  he  had  the  temerity  to  place  his  foot  or  great  toe  upon  the 
hammer  of  the  lock,  and  springing  it.  the  piece  exploded.  He  immediately 
fell,  as  though  dead,  but  soon  recovered  the  use  of  his  faculties  and  limbs. 
On  examination,  it  was  found  that  the  two  front  incisors  of  the  upper  jaw 
were  gone,  and  that  the  ball  entering  there,  had  passed  upwards,  almost 
exactly  in  the  median  line,  that  is  to  say,  the  ball  entered  the  socket  of  the 
right  incisor,  with  a  slight  inclination  to  the  left,  perforated  the  septum, 
and,  entering  the  frontal  sinus,  made  its  appearance  under  the  skin  and 
periosteum,  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  above  the  superciliary  ridge, 
and  a  few  lines  on  the  left  of  the  median  line.  The  skull  was  fractured  ,by 
the  outward  passage  of  the  ball,  but  the  brain  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all 
affected.  There  was  some  hcemorrhage  from  the  mouth  and  nose,  and  an 
oozing  of  bood  from  the  inner  canthus  of  the  left  eye.  One  tooth  was 
discovered  and  removed  from  the  wound  some  days  after  the  accident,  the 
other  was  not  found.  Small  spiculse  of  bone  came  from  the  wound  at 
intervals ;  and  some  six  weeks  after  the  accident,  Dr.  Lindsay  removed  a 
portion  of  dead  bone  from  high  up  in  the  left  nostril.  The  ball  was,  of 
course,  removed,  and  with  it  the  "  patch,"  and  the  wound  properly  dressed. 
No  untoward  symptoms  occurred,  and  the  young  man  speedily  recovered. 

The  only  remarkable  circumstance  about  this  case  is,  the  very  fortunate 
direction  and  lodgment  of  the  ball.  Had  the  young  man's  head  been  in 
almost  any  other  possible  position,  he  must  have  been  instantly  killed.  As 
it  was,  the  ball  kept  so  near  the  median  line  as  to  avoid  all  important  ves- 
sels, nerves  and  organs.  It  probably  did  not  enter  the  cavity  of  the  brain 
at  all,  else  there  would  have  been  more  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  func- 
tions. The  young  man  had  a  most  fortunate  escape. — Ohio  Med.  and 
Surg.  Journal. 

Neglect  of  Vaccination. — During  the  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  Medi- 
cal Society,  last  month,  Dr.  Kittoe  made  a  statement  in  behalf  of  the 
Lycoming  County  Medical  Society,  of  the  prevalence  of  smallpox,  and  the 
general  neglect  of  vaccination  throughout  the  country,  together  with  the 
draft  of  a  bill  providing  for  a  general  plan  of  vaccination,  and  a  petition  to 
the  legislature  for  the  passage  of  the  same.  A  resolution  was  adopted 
approving  of  a  plan  of  universal  vaccination  throughout  the  State,  and 
recommending  the  granting  of  authority,  by  the  legislature,  to  the  several  coun- 
ties, to  provide  the  means  for  such  vaccination  within  their  respective  limits. 
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THE  EVILS  OF  QUACKERY,  AND  ITS  REMEDIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  Number  16  of  the  Journal  I  have  read,  with  much  satisfac- 
tion, a  well-written  article  upon  the  subject  of  quackery,  by  J.  F.  Skin- 
ner, M.D.,  of  Vermont.  The  evils  of  which  he  complains  do  certainly 
exist  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  it  is  really  mortifying  to  think  upon 
them.  The  whole  atmosphere  has  become  darkened,  and  dust  is  cast 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  The  press  has  been  suborned,  and  is  spread- 
ing its  miasm  through  a  thousand  channels.  Newspapers,  almanacs, 
pamphlets  and  handbills,  filled  with  the  grossest  falsehoods,  are  scattered 
broad-cast  through  every  town  and  hamlet,  far  and  near.  Their  effects 
are  seen  and  felt  all  around  us.  Confidence  in  scientific  means  is  much 
impaired,  and  whole  communities  have  gone  a  whoring  after  quackery. 
Proprietors  and  venders  of  nostrums  become  rich,  and  the  poor  invalid 
spends  his  last  breath  in  a  chase  after  some  ignis  fatuus,  whilst  the 
honest  and  intelligent  physician  is  often  left  to  pine  in  poverty  and  die  in 
obscurity.  Homoeopathy,  hydropathy,  neuropathy,  isopathy,  mesmerism, 
Thomsonism,  and  numerous  other  pathys  and  isms,  are  received  and 
adopted  by  great  numbers  who  ought  to  know  better.  The  cultivation 
of  the  mind  and  the  diffusion  of  information  appear  to  have  little  or  no 
effect  in  correcting  the  evil.  Facts  and  arguments,  and  appeals  to  rea- 
son, are  ineffectual.  The  serpent  has  made  its  way  from  the  nursery 
of  tile  humble  to  the  bed-chambers  of  the  great.  Perhaps  the  sun 
never  shone  upon  a  more  intelligent  people  than  the  present  inhabitants 
of  New  England,  and  certainly  quackery  was  never  more  rife  every- 
where. At  the  first  view  there  seems  to  be  a  mystery  in  this,  but  a  little 
reflection  will  soon  clear  it  up. 

Man  is  partly  the  subject  of  reason,  and  partly  of  inclination.  His 
conduct  is  the  result  of  both.  Sometimes  one,  and  sometimes  the  other, 
predominates.  Reason  is  not  always  in  exercise.  But  instinctive  pro- 
pensities and  antipathies  are  never  wanting,  and  to  their  influence  must 

j  we  look  for  the  thousand  follies  and  inconsistencies  with  which  human 
life  everywhere  abounds.  With  all  classes,  the  idea  of  a  doctor  is  asso- 
ciated with  sickness  and  distress.  The  very  thought  is  repulsive.  Emetics, 
cathartics,  bleeding  and  blistering,  and  numerous  other  nauseous  or  pain- 

Iful  operations,  start  up  in  imagination  at  the  sound  of  a  name.  This 
19 
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repugnance  is  often  heightened  hy  early  culture.  Before  the  child  is 
learnt  to  say  his  infant  prayers,  he  is  taught  to  dread  the  doctor.  He  is 
told  that  the  doctor  will  come  to  bleed  him,  or  cut  off  his  ears,  if  he  is 
disobedient.  To  the  mind  of  the  child  the  doctor  becomes  an  odious 
being.  This  early  impression  is  seldom  wholly  effaced  in  after  life. 
The  feelings  and  sentiments  of  most  men  appear  to  be  of  the  same 
character,  and  nothing  but  the  urgency  of  pain  or  apprehension  of 
danger  will  induce  them  to  seek  relief  from  such  a  source.  Perhaps  the 
experience  of  the  individual  has  heightened  this  disgust.  The  physician 
with  whom  he  is  best  acquainted  may  be  uncouth  in  his  manners,  vul- 
gar and  indelicate  in  his  language,  slovenly  in  his  dress,  and  harsh  and 
unfeeling  in  his  treatment.  The  most  common  observer  may  see  that  he 
is  not  infallible;  and,  worst  of  all,  he  may  make  no  positive  promises  of 
cure,  or  the  invalid  himself,  laboring  under  some  protracted  or  incurable 
malady,  may  have  already  become  discouraged  and  faithless  in  all  scien» 
tific  means.  If,  under  some  such  circumstances,  quackery  proffers  its  aid, 
it  is  likely  to  receive  a  hearty  welcome.  And  is  this  strange  ?  On  the 
one  hand  every  thought  is  odious  and  painful  ;  whilst,  on  the  other, 
quackery  promises  a  speedy  cure  by  the  most  easy  and  delectable  means. 
Is  it  strange  that  in  such  circumstances  the  patient  should  yield  to  his 
strong  instinctive  propensities,  and  consent  to  take  some  sweet  panacea 
or  sugar-coated  pill,  or  sip  infinitesimal  doses  of  sublimated  nothing,  when 
he  is  told  that  it  cannot  hurt,  but  will  surely  cure  him  ?  Is  it  strange 
that  in  such  cases  men  sometimes  give  themselves  up  to  the  treatment 
of  some  vagrant  imp,  when  he  comes  in  the  garb  of  an  angel  of  mercy, 
with  words  of  compassion  and  assurances  of  cure  ? 

There  is  in  the  human  mind  a  strong  propensity  to  grasp  whatever  is 
marvellous.  This  has  manifested  itself  in  every  age,  and  in  all  states 
and  conditions  of  society.  It  may  be  modified,  but  is  not  eradicated  by 
intellectual  culture.  Men  seem  to  delight  in  embracing  visions  and  riding 
upon  phantoms.  In  the  early  ages  the  medical  art  was  but  little  better 
than  necromancy.  The  ancients  had  their  incantations,  their  abracada- 
bra, their  charms,  and  their  amulets.  These  have  long  since  been  done 
away  with  in  form  and  in  name,  but  their  essence  is  still  retained,  and 
shows  itself  in  the  present  age,  in  the  shapes  of  homoeopathy,  mesmerism, 
Indian  skill,  and  in  a  thousand  other  transcendental  humbugs. 

The  strong  antipathy  which  the  public  entertain  towards  educated  practi- 
tioners is  sure  to  manifest  itself  in  every  prosecution  for  mal-practice. 
The  case  of  Francis  Conant  vs.  Peter  Manning,  recently  tried  at  Lowell, 
is  an  example  of  that  kind.  A  similar  disposition  is  often  seen  in  legisla- 
tive bodies.  Whenever  a  few  ignorant  empirics  apply  for  an  act  of  in- 
corporation which  shall  recognize  them  as  a  scientific  association,  on  a 
par  with  the  most  learned  institutions  of  the  country,  and  admit  them 
to  all  the  honors,  privileges  and  immunities  of  such  societies,  they  often 
find  plenty  of  advocates,  ready  and  anxious  to  grant  them  all  they  ask  ; 
and  if  any  opposition  is  made  to  such  applications,  the  miscreants  cry  out 
persecution  !  A  portion  of  the  public  seem  determined  that  quackery 
shall  go  unrebuked,  and  that  ignorance  and  fraud  shall  receive  the  respect 
and  enjoy  the  rewards  due  to  learning  and  merit.    And  not  satisfied 
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with  this,  the  law  which  holds  the  licensed  practitioner  pecuniarily  re- 
sponsible for  his  professional  acts,  releases  the  common  quack  from  all 
accountability. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  improvements  that  are  constantly  making  in 
medicine  and  its  collateral  sciences,  and  the  great  increase  of  labor,  study 
and  expense  now  required  of  the  graduate,  the  value  of  the  profession  to 
its  members,  its  public  standing,  and  its  influence  in  society,  have  much 
declined.  Any  one  who  chooses,  assumes  the  title  of  doctor,  and  the 
public  appear  to  make  little  or  no  distinction  between  the  shoe-maker 
or  brewer  of  yesterday  and  the  man  who  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the 
studies  and  labors  of  his  profession.  Everybody  knows  that  the  young 
man  must  serve  his  time  and  learn  his  trade  before  he  can  make  a  watch, 
cut  a  coat,  or  practise  successfully  any  mechanical  art.  Every  one 
knows  that  no  rude,  unpractised  hand  can  make  melody  on  the  organ  or 
piano.  But  many  seem  to  suppose  that  very  little  knowledge  is  neces- 
sary to  tune  this  "  harp  of  thousand  strings,"  or  put  in  order  this  most 
complicated  and  wonderful  system  of  organs.  For  this  superhuman  task, 
the  wild  man  of  the  forest,  or  the  wilder  quack  in  society,  is  deemed 
amply  qualified.  Illiterate  men  are  every  day  laying  aside  their  tools, 
changing  their  dress,  and  going  about  to  offer  their  services  to  the  public 
in  the  capacity  of  doctors  ;  and  it  is  a  mortifying  fact  that  such  men  are 
patronized.  Thick  as  the  frogs  of  Egypt,  they  may  be  seen  burrowing 
in  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  country.  Nostrum-making  and  nostrum- 
vending  have  become  important  items  in  yankee  enterprise.  The  poor 
widow  parts  with  her  last  mite  for  a  bottle  of  sweetened  water  called 
sarsaparilla,  and  the  miserable  hectic  lets  go  his  last  dollar  for  some 
pretended  sanative  that  hurries  him  along  to  the  gates  of  death. 

Every  good  physician  and  every  genuine  philanthropist  deplores  this 
state  of  things,  and  would  rejoice  to  find  a  remedy  ;  and  your  Vermont 
correspondent  proposes  that  competent  physicians  prepare  good  medi- 
cines and  place  them  in  market,  so  that  they  may  take  the  place  of  much 
of  the  vile  trash  now  sold.  This  suggestion,  doubtless,  proceeded  from 
good  motives,  and  some  may  think  it  a  proper  course  ;  but  in  my  view 
there  are  many  strong  objections  to  it.  Perhaps  few  men  are  aware 
of  the  immense  capital  invested  in  the  nostrum  business.  It  extends 
over  the  whole  United  States.  The  shelves  of  apothecaries,  grocers, 
confectioners  and  barbers,  groan  under  the  weight  of  bottles,  boxes  and 
packages  of  this  sort.  They  are  sold  from  the  pedlar's  cart  in  the  street, 
and  are  carried  from  door  to  door  in  trunks  and  baskets,  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  whole  capital  employed  in  this  nefarious  trade  exceeds  the 
whole  amount  required  to  carry  on  all  the  whaling  business  in  the  United 
States.  This  being  the  case,  no  successful  competition  could  be  expect- 
ed from  the  employment  of  a  small  capital. 

Another  objection  is,  that  medicines,  prepared  by  physicians  of  learn- 
ing and  experience,  and  placed  in  market  without  any  false  recommenda- 
tions or  fraudulent  certificates,  would  never  sell.  Purchasers  generally 
select  such  articles  as  carry  along  with  them  the  greatest  number  of  the 
greatest  lies  ;  and  in  such  a  competition  no  honest  man  could  expect  to 
succeed.    It  is  really  surprising  to  what  an  unblushing  extent  iiraudu- 
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lent  certificate-making  is  carried.  Many  of  the  signatures  are  fictitious, 
and  were  never  given  by  anybody.  Some  have  been  given  just  to 
oblige  a  friend,  or  get  rid  of  a  troublesome  importunity.  Others  have 
been  surreptitiously  obtained;  and  many  persons^  whose  names  are  now 
going  the  rounds  of  the  daily  papers,  certifying  that  they  have  been 
cured  of  some  grave  disorder,  have  long  since  died  of  that  same  disorder. 
And  the  publishers  of  newspapers,  for  a  liberal  compensation,  often 
consent  to  pufF  the  most  worthless  preparations.  In  order  for  a  medi- 
cine to  sell  well,  there  must  be  some  mystery  about  it.  Its  composition 
must  be  unknown.  Perhaps  the  pretended  secret  remedy  used  by  some 
deceased  practitioner,  some  Indian  cure-all,  or  German  preparation,  or 
the  syrup  or  extract  of  some  canchalagua,  or  other  foreign  root  or  plant. 
Proprietors  and  patentees  of  nostrums  always  caution  the  public  against 
counterfeits,  whilst  they  themselves  are  the  greatest  counterfeits  in 
existence. 

But  if  it  were  possible  to  substitute  good  efficient  preparations  for  the 
many  worthless  compounds  now  in  use,  it  is  quite  doubtful  whether  it  would 
be  of  general  benefit.  Unprofessional  men  would  not  be  competent  to 
prescribe  active  medicines  for  themselves  or  friends.  They  would  not  and 
could  not  know  what  preparation  they  ought  to  use,  and  they  would 
therefore  be  obliged  to  consult  a  physician,  or  be  in  danger  of  using  a 
wrong  medicine.  Much  mischief  is  now  done  by  such  means,  and  much 
more  would  be  done  if  many  of  the  nostrums  now  in  use  were  not 
almost  inert,  neither  capable  of  doing  much  good  nor  harm,  and  just 
about  as  well  adapted  to  the  cure  of  one  complaint  as  another.  Of 
this  class  are  most  of  the  preparations  of  sarsaparilla,  and  many  other 
articles.  Now  if  people  will,  of  their  own  accord,  be  constantly  taking 
medicine  unadvisedly,  the  more  inert  it  is,  the  better.  Let  them,  if  they 
will,  satiate  their  cravings  with  sweet  infusions  of  pipsissewa,  sarsapa- 
rilla, tomato  and  dandelion,  which,  taken  ad  libitum,  will  have  little 
effect,  except  upon  the  imagination  and  the  purse. 

I  presume  that  your  correspondent  had  not  fully  considered  the  plan 
proposed,  and  that  upon  further  consideration  he  would  himself  abandon 
it.  Such  a  course  would  detract  from  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  de- 
grade it  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  and  bring  it  down  almost  to  a  level 
with  quackery  itself.  It  would  be  like  entering  the  arena  of  a  gladiator 
to  fight  with  wild  beasts  ;  and  however  much  we  may  regret  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  we  cannot  expect  to  remedy  them  by  such  means. 

Whilst  enumerating  the  various  causes  that  have  contributed  to  bring 
the  profession  into  its  present  condition,  I  purposely  deferred,  to  this  place, 
the  mention  of  one  other  important  cause.  This  cause  is  to  be  found  at 
home.  It  lies  at  our  own  doors,  and  is  in  and  among  ourselves.  Great 
numbers  have  got  into  the  profession  with  few  or  no  qualifications  for  it ; 
some  without  a  sufficient  preliminary  education,  and  many  with  very 
imperfect  professional  study.  The  libraries  of  many  instructers  have 
been  very  defective,  and  their  talents  for  teaching  meagre.  Many  young 
men  have  been  initiated  into  the  profession  without  any  adequate  know- 
ledge of  its  requirements.  The  acquisition  of  a  diploma  was  the  chief 
object  of  their  study.    This  obtained,  they  have  no  further  use  for  medi- 
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cal  books.  Perhaps  they  read  nothing  at  all  ;  or,  worse  than  this,  fill 
their  heads  with  the  nonsense  of  Dickens  or  the  phantasms  of  Bulwer 
— or,  not  having  sufficient  professional  employment,  they  devote  a  part 
of  their  time  to  other  pursuits,  which  tend  to  disqualify  them  for  their 
own  avocation.  Practice  and  experience,  unaccompanied  with  reading 
and  reflection,  do  such  men  but  little  good.  Their  medical  horizon  soon 
becomes  very  contracted.  A  few  things  comprise  the  whole  of  their 
system  of  therapeutics.  Perhaps  the  lancet,  mercury,  antimony  or 
opium,  are  the  great  guns  that  they  always  fire  on  all  occasions.  Salts 
and  senna,  rhubarb  and  soda,  with  some  extraordinary  pills,  powders  or 
plasters  of  their  own  compounding,  make  up  the  sum  of  their  daily  pre- 
scriptions ;  and  whoever  sends  for  a  physician  of  this  sort  expects  to  be 
bled,  blistered  or  vomited,  or  submitted  to  some  other  painful  or  nauseous 
medication.  And  who  can  blame  any  one,  if,  in  view  of  such  treatment, 
he  should  prefer  to  taste  sugar  mites  or  to  seek  relief  in  the  downy  arms 
of  homoeopathy  ?  Perhaps  physicians  generally  are  too  inattentive  to 
the  daily  improvements  of  the  science.  Their  private  libraries  are  sel- 
dom what  they  ought  to  be,  and  their  means  of  information  defective. 
Many  take  no  medical  journal,  and  seldom  add  a  new  volume  to  their 
scanty  stock  of  old  books.  Such  men  seem  to  suppose,  that  having 
cyphered  clear  through  the  book,  there  cannot  be  anything  more  for  them 
to  learn.  What  would  be  thought  of  an  attorney  who  gave  up  reading 
law  books?  or  a  politician  who  read  no  newspapers?  Such  men  must 
certainly  be  behind  the  times.  If  intelligent  physicians  desire  to  over- 
throw quackery,  let  them  endeavor  to  live  it  down.  Let  no  smell  of  it 
be  upon  their  own  garments.  Let  them  discard  all  quackery  and  quack 
medicines.  Let  them  endeavor  to  make  the  calling  what  it  should  be, 
elevate  it  to  its  proper  station,  and  give  it  its  just  influence.  Let  each 
one  resolve  that  he  will  do  his  duty  faithfully,  so  that  the  vocation  shall 
not  be  disparaged  by  him.  Let  him  devote  his  time  and  thoughts  to  it, 
and  see  that  his  information  is  posted  up  to  the  present  hour.  When 
he  sits  down  at  the  bed-side  of  a  patient,  let  him  feel  conscious  that 
he  possesses  a  knowledge  of  all  known  means  for  his  relief,  and  let 
him  see  that  they  are  timely  and  faithfully  employed.  Let  him  culti- 
vate all  the  moral  and  social  virtues.  Let  gentleness  and  kindness  at- 
tend all  his  intercourse  with  the  sick,  whilst  the  strictest  virtue  and  most 
perfect  integrity  are  always  observed.  This  is  the  way  to  destroy  quack- 
ery. These  are  the  sure  and  only  remedies.  Dan  King. 
Taunton,  June  1st,  1849. 


DR.    SKINNER'S    REMEDY    FOR  QUACKERY. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.Jour.l 

It  is  pleasing  to  notice,  that  while  medical  men,  and  medical  associa- 
tions, are  taking  cognizance  of  the  continued  progress  and  success  of 
Quackery,  in  all  the  magnitude  and  multitude  of  its  deceptive  forms,  as 
practised  upon  a  credulous,  medicine-loving  community,  they  do  not 
cease  to  lament  the  enormity  of  the  evil — some  proposing  one  remedy, 
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and  some  another.  We  like  Dr.  Skinner's  remarks  upon  the  different 
forms  of  quackery,  together  with  its  evils ;  'and  yet  we  cannot  believe  his 
proposed  remedy  a  wise,  honorable,  or  politic  one,  for  the  profession  to 
adopt,  or  one  calculated  to  succeed. 

Let  medical  men  or  medical  associations,  prepare,  or  sanction  the  pre- 
paration, of  a  medicinal  compound,  to  be  placed  on  sale  for  the  cure  of 
disease  (the  patient  being  his  own  prescriber),  and  they  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  rank  themselves  (and  the  public  will  not  be  slow  to  accord 
them  the  honor)  with  "  Indian  doctors,"  "  botanic  physicians,"  he.  &c. 
No  matter  if  their  motives,  like  those  of  their  cotemporary  quacks,  are 
"  not  for  the  sake  of  gain  "  ;  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  educated  physi 
cian  to  convince  the  ignorant  members  of  the  community  that  there  was  a 
difference  in  the  principles  or  motives  of  the  regular,  scientific  practitioner 
and  those  of  the  one  who  styles  himself  "  eclectic,"  "  reformed,"  "  elec- 
tro-magnetic," or  who  assumes  any  other  title  for  the  sake  of  notoriety 
or  pecuniary  profit.  But,  in  fact,  were  the  medical  fraternity  thus  to 
level  themselves  with  these  despicable,  duping  pill-makers,  and  syrup- 
venders,  their  medicines  would  not  acquire  so  extensive  a  sale  or  reputa- 
tion as  those  of  the  latter,  from  the  fact  that  the  unprincipled  quack 
will  go  far  beyond  the  point  which  the  honor  or  honesty  of  the  regularly- 
educated  M.D.  will  allow  him  to  go,  in  the  matter  of  giving  publicity  to 
his  remedies,  by  advertisements,  assumed  recommendations,  Sic.  A  me- 
dicinal compound,  fairly  and  yet  truly  pretending  merits  in  the  cure  of 
a  particular  disease,  would  scarcely  obtain  the  looking  at,  by  one  of  the 
wholesale  medicine-eaters  who  throng  every  community.  (And  yet  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  would  be 
placed  at  extreme  hazard,  by  one  of  its  members  advertising  a  curative 
agent  for  sale,  and  according  to  it  more  than  this  common  meed  of  praise.) 
But  if  by  its  side  stands  another  concoction  of  roots  and  herbs,  pretend- 
ing to  have  cured  thousands  of  the  "  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir,"  and 
promising  to  effect  even  more  in  the  future,  with  a  solemn,  pitiful  in- 
junction to  "  take  care  of  that  cough,"  "  beware  of  the  impurities  of  the 
blood,"  &.C.,  the  article  is  purchased,  taken  home,  and  if  the  patient's 
ill  has  been  an  imaginary  one,  and  his  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  the 
medicine  is  sufficient,  he  is  cured,  or  his  condition  so  much  improved 
that  a  few  more  bottles  completely  restore  him.  And  yet  if  he  is  of 
an  hypochondriacal  turn  of  mind,  his  eye  will  soon  fall  upon  some 
pamphlet  detailing  the  symptoms  of  a  multitude  of  diseases,  and  their 
'positive  cure  by  some  wonderful  panacea,  when  he  will  be  sure  to  find 
himself  laboring  under  a  decidedly  bad  "  liver  complaint,"  or  something 
worse,  and  so  again  he  goes  to  dosing. 

Now  it  seems  to  me  impossible  for  honorable  and  scientific  men  to 
meet  and  cope  with  unprincipled  quacks,  on  their  own  ground  ;  for  in 
concocting  a  medicinal  compound  for  sale,  it  will  most  surely  rank  itself 
amono-  specifics,  even  if  its  originator  does  not  place  it  there.  And 
no  medical  man,  of  deserved  repute,  is  a  believer  in  specific  remedies. 
No  honorable  man  can  recommend  the  general  adaptation  of  a  par- 
ticular compound  to  the  cure  of  different  diseases,  or  different  cases 
of  the  same  disease  ;  for  he  must  have  regard  to  peculiarities  of  consti- 
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tution  in  different  individuals,  as  well  as  to  the  different  stages  of  the 
same  disease,  and  likewise  its  complications.  Besides,  this  wholesale 
method  of  dispensing  medicine,  even  in  slight  indispositions,  acknowledges 
the  patient's  ability  to  diagnose  his  own  maladies  and  prescribe  for  them, 
and  in  this  way  might  not  the  more  serious  and  fatal  maladies  be  often 
mistaken  for  the  slighter  ills,  until  even  medical  skill  and  acumen  would 
be  applied  too  late. 

But  aside  from  the  possible  event  of  such  an  occasional  indiscretion^ 
and  aside  from  the  levelling,  degrading  character  the  course  under  dis- 
cussion would  give  to  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  tolerated 
it,  the  writer  believes  that,  instead  of  doing  away  with  quackery,  it 
would  only  countenance  and  give  it  a  more  extended  and  respectable 
career  ;  for  to  stolen  honors,  would  be  added  the  gratuitous  bestowal  of 
character  for  knowledge,  skill  and  research,  earned  by  years  of  toil  and 
perplexity  in  the  practice  of  duty  with  honest  purpose.  Such  an  ac- 
quisition of  medical  talents  and  skill,  to  the  corps  of  doctors  practising 
quackery,  would  cause  this  "  unclean  beast "  to  croak  even  more  loudly, 
and,  with  its  new  assumption  of  power  and  influence,  ingratiate  himself 
still  more  strongly  in  the  favor  of  a  credulous  community.  No  !  such  a 
course  would  be  too  degrading  to  be  countenanced  by  respectable  men, 
with  so  little  hope  of  success ;  for,  according  to  the  old  maxim,  "  union 
is  strength." 

And  yet  I  would  not  despair  of  opposing  successfully  this  moral  as 
well  as  physical  evil.  Let  the  united  voice  of  every  respectable  physi- 
cian in  Massachusetts  proclaim  its  testimony  to  the  evils  of  quackery  ;  and 
would  there  not  be  power  enough  in  that  voice  to  induce  the  Legislature 
of  this  enlightened  State,  at  least,  to  impose  a  tax  upon  every  pill-box 
and  sarsaparilla  bottle,  labelled  and  sold  by  unlicensed  hands  ?  To  be 
sure  we  should  be  accused  of  seeking  self-protection  ;  but  such  an  ac- 
cusation could  be  reasoned  away. 

There  is  a  class  of  itinerant,  disgusting,  self-styled  doctors,  who  are 
nuisances  in  any  community,  constantly  in  motion,  stirring  up  the  sto- 
machs of  a  set  of  idle  tattlers,  too  lazy  to  work,  and  yet  in  just  a  pro- 
per condition  to  swallow  pills  and  syrups  with  activity.  Indeed,  it  is 
strange  what  a  collection  of  the  scum  of  society  will  assemble  around 
the  place  of  rendezvous  of  these  "  travelling  doctors,"  immediately 
after  the  circulation  of  their  flaming  hand-bills.  And  yet  those  very 
people  one  would  never  think  of  calling  sick  ;  but  in  a  few  days  or  weeks 
the  regular  must  listen  to  a  most  pitiable  tale  of  suffering  endured  by 
them  perhaps  for  years'.  The  "  Indian  doctor  "  "  had  at  once  seen 
they  wore  an  "  unhealthy  countenance,  and  began  to  tell  them  just  how 
they  felt,  without  feeling  their  pulse,  or  looking  at  their  tongues,  "  and 
then  his  medicine  helped  them,  right  off." 

Now  how  long  shall  the  community  be  imposed  upon  by  such  intole- 
rable knaves?  And  the  imposition  is  as  much  upon  the  'purse  as 
upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  The  laws  of  the  State  would  forbid 
my  going  about  from  town  to  town,  and  from  house  to  house,  to  sell  articles 
of  merchandize,  without  the  payment  of  a  certain  fee,  for  the  privilege  of 
so  doing  ;  and  yet  how  is  it  that  these  unprincipled  persons  are  per- 
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mitted  to  come  into  this  or  any  other  community,  and  draw  largely 
upon  its  purse,  without  giving  any  equivalent  therefor,  and  without  pur- 
chasing a  right  of  the  public  guardians  for  thus  duping  and  cheating  the 
people?  Truly  this  is,  in  one  sense,  a  land  of  equal  privileges,  but  in 
another  respect  one  of  unequal  protection.  What  should  oppose  the 
passage  of  a  law  by  our  State  Legislature,  imposing  a  tax  upon  these 
medicine-mongers,  sufficiently  large  to  reduce  the  measure  of  their  gains  ? 
Surely  a  list  of  grievances,  sufficiently  long  and  intolerable,  could  be 
framed  by  us,  who  are  placed  in  a  situation  to  observe  to  what  extent  the 
people  are  the  victims  of  these  lawless  men. 

But  the  moral  sense  of  the  more  intelligent  portion  of  the  community 
must  be  arrayed  against  the  evil.  And  here  let. me  express  the  opinion, 
that  publishers  of  newspapers,  especially  those  strictly  religious,  might 
be  our  coadjutors  in  this  work  of  reform.  Let  them  utterly  refuse  to 
advertise  any  patent  or  quack  medicine,  and  let  such  refusal  be  made 
known  to  their  patrons  (advice,  perhaps,  more  easily  given  than  readily 
accepted).  Yet  it  would  seem  they  might  be  thus  persuaded,  if 
strictly  honest  in  their  pretensions  of  being  good  and  doing  good.  For 
can  it  not  be  made  to  appear,  that  in  advertising,  as  they  now  do,  the 
so-called  patent  medicines  of  the  day,  they  are  giving  publicity  and  coun- 
tenance to  statements  utterly  false,  and  that,  too,  for  hire  ? 

But  the  people  at  large,  the  consumers  of  these  pills  and  syrups, 
must  be  particularly  appealed  to.  It  is  believed  that  the  different  sys- 
tems of  practice  can  be  so  explained  to  them,  as  to  enable  them  to  disr 
tinguish  between  any  particular  form  of  quackery,  and  the  exhibition  of 
science  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  is  believed  they  can  be  made  to 
see  there  is  no  difference  between  poisons  as  such,  whether  vegetable  or 
mineral  ;  and  when  that  can  be  thoroughly  accomplished,  all  exclusively 
vegetable  systems  of  practice  will  vanish,  and  speedily  be  numbered 
among  the  "  things  that  were."  It  is  believed  that  they  can  be  per- 
suaded to  pay  more  attention  to  hygienic  rules,  and  dose  less. 

But  how  can  the  people  be  reached  in  these  matters  ?  Why,  surely 
it  is  an  established  truth  that  a  physician,  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  is  a  philanthropist.  Let,  then,  a  body  of  physicians,  either  State 
or  national,  raise,  by  subscription  or  otherwise,  a  fund,  a  part  of  which 
shall  be  appropriated  as  a  prize  to  be  paid  for  the  best  popular  exposition 
of  quackery,  adapted  to  the  reading  of  the  common  people,  and  the  re- 
mainder for  its  publication  in  a  cheap  form  for  gratuitous  distribution. 
Now  is  not  this  a  feasible  plan  for  the  suppression  of  an  evil  which  can- 
not be  finally  conquered  until  we,  as  a  profession,  shall  cease  to  fret  and 
begin  to  act  ?  J.  E.  L. 

East  Douglas,  Mass.,  May  26,  1849. 


NEW  REMEDIES  AND  NEW  TREATMENT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  new  remedies,  and  new  treatment  of  certain  dis- 
eases— new  to  the  profession,  so  far  as  I  am  aware  of — I  have  tested  in 
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practice  and  found  highly  efficacious.  Knowing  their  value,  I  submit 
them. 

I.  Camphentine. — Make  a  saturated  solution  of  oil  of  turpentine  and 
gum  camphor.  Turpentine  is  a  great  solvent  of  camphor,  requiring  for 
a  saturated  solution  nearly  the  following  proportions  : — Oil  of  turpentine, 
1  ounce  ;  gum  camphor,  5  drachms.  For  want  of  a  better  name,  I 
call  the  solution  camphentine  ;  it  is  at  least  suggestive. 

Uses. — 1.  Externally,  as  an  application  in  affections  purely  nervous 
— very  rare  cases,  by  the  way.  With  many  of  those  nervous  pains  oc- 
curring during  pregnancy,  it  acts  like  a  charm.  Rubbed  upon  the  head 
and  around  the  neck,  it  frequently  cures  nervous  headache.  2.  Inter- 
nally, in  some  cases  of  neuralgia  and  rheumatism,  it  would  undoubtedly 
prove  highly  beneficial,  but  as  it  must  be  a  powerful  medicine,  I  have 
been  very  cautious  in  its  use.  I  have  used  it  in  two  cases  only,  and  with 
success,  in  doses  of  two  drops  on  sugar.    3.  In  liniment. 

II.  Camphentine  Liniment. — R.  Camphentine,  camphorated  oil,  aqua 
ammonia,  quad.,  aa  equal  parts.  M. 

This  liniment  is,  probably,  unsurpassed  by  any  for  the  removal  of 
pains,  inflammations,  sprains,  lameness,  spinal  affections,  he. 

III.  Mullein  Seeds. — R.  Strong  decoction  of  mullein  seeds,  French 

* 

brandy,  aa  equal  parts.  M. 

This  lotion,  rubbed  upon  the  spine,  I  thought  unequalled  for  all  spinal 
affections,  until  I  got  up  the  camphentine  liniment. 

IV.  Corns,  Bunions,  8fC. — R.  Oil  of  turpentine,  1  ounce  ;  table  salt, 
1  teaspoon  ful.  M. 

Applied  to  enlarged  toe-joints,  or  to  itching  feet,  it  gives  immediate  re- 
lief, and  its  continued  application  soon  cures.  Applied  to  corns,  it  fre- 
quently relieves  and  often  cures. 

V.  Inflamed  Breasts. — Place  upon  the  breast  a  piece  of  flannel  wet  with 
hot  water,  and  cover  it  completely  with  oiled  silk.  Renew  occasionally. 
Or,  in  severe  cases,  take  a  tin  basin,  make  four  small  holes  in  its  bottom, 
then  invert  it  upon  the  breast ;  lay  a  wet  cloth  upon  it  covered  by  a  dry 
one,  and  hold  a  flat  or  andiron  upon  it,  as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  which 
drives  the  steam  in  upon  the  breast.  Afterwards  use  the  wet  flannel 
and  oiled  silk.  This  treatment,  properly  and  energetically  pursued,  will 
cure  every  case  of  inflamed  breast,  however  severe  the  attack  may  be. 

The  same  treatment,  applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels,  restores 
suppressed  lochia.  The  same  also  enters  largely  into  the  true  principles 
of  treatment  for  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  of  the  bladder,  of  the 
uterus,  of  puerperal  fever,  phlegmasia  dolens,  &lc. 

VJ.  Hen  Oil  should  seldom,  if  ever,  be  used  internally.  Used  exter- 
nally it  is  very  relaxing.  Rubbed  upon  the  throat,  in  croup,  it  appears 
to  loosen  the  phlegm,  and  frequently  gives  great  relief.  Rubbed  upon 
the  bowels,  it  is  a  powerful  preparatory  parturient — too  much  so,  if  long 
continued. 

VII.  Relaxing  Liniment,  or  Preparatory  Parturient. — R.  Hen  oil,  2 
ounces;  olive  oil,  2  ounces;  crystallized  soap,  pulv.,  1  drachm;  borax, 
pulv.,  i  teaspoonful  ;  alum,  pulv.,  1  do.  ;  table  salt,  2  do.  M. 

Keep  it  very  warm,  and  agitate  well  for  a  long  time  till  dissolved. 
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This  liniment,  rubbed  upon  the  bowels  and  labia  pudendum,  two  or  three 
times  a-day,  (or  two  to  tour  weeks  before  confinement,  produces  a  won- 
derful effect,  causing  a  very  easy  and  quick  labor,  with  comparatively 
little  pain,  and  leaves  the  mother  in  a  condition  that  enables  her  to  re- 
cover remarkably  quick  and  well ;  or,  to  use  a  common  expression,  to 
have  a  "  good  getting  up."  Under  its  use  labor  would  not  ordinarily  oc- 
cupy a  fourth  of  the  time,  and  mothers  would  not  suffer  a  tenth  part  of  the 
pain  they  usually  do.  The  only  possible  objection  to  its  use,  that  I  can 
conceive  of,  is,  that  frequently  "  the  child  would  be  born  before  the  doc- 
tor could  get  there."  In  those  cases  where  it  is  desirable  to  induce  labor 
at  seven  months,  the  free  use  of  this  liniment,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks 
previous,  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  desired  effect,  and  will  frequently 
accomplish  the  object  unaided. 

Good,  also,  in  some  cases  of  irritation,  engorgement,  and  hardness  of 
the  cervix  uteri. 

VIII.  Inflammation  of  the  Stomach. — R.  Sarsaparilla  root,  1  ounce; 
water,  6  ounces.  Simmer  in  a  covered  dish  to  three  ounces,  press,  strain, 
and  add  honey,  1  ounce  ;  tr.  lavend.  comp.,  1  drachm.  Dose,  teaspoon- 
ful  four  or  five  times  a-day.  For  irritation  and  inflammation  of  the  sto- 
mach, particularly  in  recent  cases,  this  is  sovereign,  and,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  unequalled.  In  severe  cases,  let  the  patient  take  no- 
thing else  into  the  stomach  but  rice  water.  In  those  cases  of  irritable 
stomach  that  sometimes  occur  during  the  latter  stages  of  pregnancy,  this 
is  an  effectual  remedy. 

IX.  Morning  Sickness. — Much  has  been  said  in  relation  to,  and  many 
remedies  attempted  for,  the  "  morning  sickness,"  or  periodical  sickness 
at  the  stomach  and  vomiting  that  frequently  occurs  during  the  earlier 
stages  of  pregnancy.  A  somewhat  celebrated  popular  lecturer,  I  am 
told,  recommends  to  his  hearers  the  use  of  Champaigne  as  a  remedy  ! 
Is  it  the  best  remedy  ?  And  is  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  generally 
used  for  that  purpose  ?  Without  descanting  upon  the  theory  of  disease, 
or  the  modus  operandi  of  the  remedies — for  were  I  to  do  so,  these  ar- 
ticles would  extend  to  a  volume — I  would  merely  remark  that  I  never  saw 
a  case  of  this  affection  that  the  patient  was  not  bilious ;  hence  the 
remedy — K.  Hyd.  chlor.  corros.,  half  a  grain  every  morning  for  two  or 
three  mornings.  This  is  a  disagreeable  medicine,  and  the  patient  feels 
mean  and  disagreeable  while  under  its  influence  ;  but  it  is  only  for  two 
or  three  days,  alter  which  the  patient  is  well.  I  have  never  known 
this  remedy  fail  where  the  least  attention  was  paid  to  diet.  It  is  pos- 
sible there  might  be  cases  where  1  should  afterwards  use  the  stomach 
medicine  (see  VIII.)  or  an  infusion  of  coltsfoot. 

X.  Diabetes. — Diabetes  being  a  disease,  not  of  the  kidney,  but  of  the 
blood,  whereby  the  blood  is  converted  into  a  peculiar  quality  of  urine, 
something  is  wanted  to  prevent  this  change  of  the  blood,  and  to  restore 
it  again  to  its  natural  state.  Sweet  apple-tree  bark  possesses  this  power 
in  a  great  degree.  The  following  is  the  best  combination  and  form  of 
administration  ; — R.  Sweet  apple-tree  bark,  2  lbs.  ;  wheat  bran,  2  lbs.  ; 
flax-seed,  1  lb.  ;  water,  1  gall.  M.  Boil  to  half  a  gallon  ;  press  and 
strain*    Dose,  a  wineglassful  three  times  a-day,  an  hour  before  eating. 
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The  continued  use  of  this  medicine  will,  in  recent  attacks,  cure,  and 
in  any  case  retard  the  disease  and  prolong  life. 

XI.  Fits. — Apply  cold  by  means  of  a  tin  basin  filled  with  cold  water, 
covered  with  oiled  silk  and  inverted  upon  the  epigastrium.. 

XII.  White  Maple. — (Acer  eriocarpum).  Scarlet  jlowering  Maple 
(A.  rubrum). 

These  two  kinds  are  frequently  confounded.  The  true  white  maple 
is  but  little  known  in  New  England,  while  the  scarlet  flowering  maple 
abounds  on  the  borders  of  streams  or  in  swamps.  The  bark  of  the  trunk 
is  grey,  with  large  whitish  spots,  and  is  frequently  called  the  soft  maple 
or  swamp  maple.    The  inner  bark  of  this  kind  is  the  substance  used. 

Mode  of  preparation.  Put  some  of  the  bark,  cut  in  small  pieces,  into 
an  earthen  dish  with  water,  and  place  it  near  a  fire  where  it  may  keep 
warm.  It  should  never  boil.  When  the  infusion  is  of  the  color  of  strong 
green  tea,  it  is  right  for  use. 

Use.  As  an  injection,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the  best  remedies  for  all 
irritations,  engorgments  and  weakness  of  the  uterus,  for  menorrhagia,  for 
some  forms  of  dysmenorrhea,  and  for  weakness  after  parturition.  It 
should  not,  however,  be  used  in  active  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  nor 
until  about  three  weeks  after  childbirth  ;  after  which  its  use  would  prevent 
all  those  cases  of  weakness  and  uterine  difficulties  so  frequently  consequent 
upon  child-bearing. 

Method  of  using.  Inject  the  warm  infusion,  retaining  the  syringe  in 
the  vagina  each  time  for  about  five  minutes,  so  as  to  keep  the  infusion  in 
contact  with  the  uterus  if  possible:  throw  it  up  three  or  four  times  at  one 
sitting,  and  repeat  the  process  at  least  three  times  a-day. 

XIII.  Green  Tea  in  Uterine  Affections. — Strong  infusion  of  green 
tea  has  been  used  as  an  injection  in  uterine  affections,  with  considerable 
success,  and  by  a  few  is  thought  to  be  so  valuable  a  remedy,  that  they 
attempt  to  keep  it  a  secret.  Were  its  action  fully  understood,  its  efficacy 
could  be  depended  upon  with  more  certainty,  the  injury  it  may  do  could 
be  avoided,  its  benefits  increased,  and  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  so  highly 
and  blindly  esteemed.  It  is  an  astringent,  and  acts  as  such  upon  the 
uterus  ;  but  whether  it  is  better  in  that  respect  than  other  astringents,  as 
acetate  of  lead  and  alum,  admits  of  great  doubt.  Its  long-continued  use 
is  productive  of  injury,  as  it  shrivels,  dries  and  corrugates  the  neck  of  the 
uterus,  leaving  it  in  an  unnatural,  unhealthy  condition,  causing  sterility. 

Its  chief  action  is,  however,  of  another  kind,  similar  to  its  effects  when 
taken  into  the  stomach  :  but  who  can  tell  what  that  effect  is  ?  A 
"  nervous  stimulant,"  is  perhaps  answered.  What  is  a  nervous  stimulant  ? 
What  is  its  modus  operandi  ?  and  why  and  wherein  does  this  so  differ 
from  others  of  the  same  class  ?  Briefly  (for  I  must  not  trespass  upon 
my  prescribed  limits,  however  new,  interesting  and  inviting  the  theory 
may  be),  it  increases  the  circulation  of  the  nervous  fluid,  produces  a  free 
and  even  flow  of  the  electric  and  nervous  fluids,  establishes  their  relative 
proportions,  and  destroys  the  undue  preponderance  of  the  electric  over 
the  nervous,  which  exists  in,  and  is  the  cause  of  some  uterine  affections. 
Hence,  in  these  affections,  its  administration  is  of  great  benefit;  but  its 
too  free  use  would  be  productive  of  injury  by  destroying  the  equilibrium 
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again  on  the  other  extreme ;  that  is,  by  causing  the  nervous  fluid  to 
greatly  preponderate.  When  used,  it  should  usually  be  for  a  week  at  a 
time  only,  remitting  a  week,  so  using  and  remitting  each  alternate  week 
as  long  as  may  be  necessary. 

In  certain  conditions  of  the  uterus,  green  tea  is  a  valuable  remedy,  but 
its  improper  and  long-continued  use  is  productive  of  injury  in  two  ways, 
as  mentioned  above,  although  seldom  or  never  producing  uneasiness  at 
the  time.  Its  judicious  use  requires  considerable  judgment,  else  it  sinks 
to  that  class  of  remedies  that  "  give  relief,  but  do  not  cure."  Its  imme- 
diate effects  are  very  grateful,  and  it  often  gives  great  temporary  relief. 

XIV.  Prolapsus  Uteri. — "Falling  of  the  womb."  "weakness,"  "a 
bearing  down,"  "  bearing  down  pains,"  as  it  is  variously  expressed  by  the 
women,  is  a  very  frequent  disease,  causing  much  suffering,  and  is  seldom 
got  rid  of,  although  it  may  be  very  easily  and  readily  cured.  R.  Hot 
water,  4  to  6  gallons  ;  maple  bark  infusion,  1  pint ;  salt,  half  teacupful. 
Mix  for  a  hip  bath,  to  be  used  for  20  to  30  minutes  at  a  time  every  day. 
Great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  take  cold  after  its  use.  Take,  at  the 
same  time,  one  scruple,  or  half  of  an  even  teaspoonful,  of  ground  mustard 
made  into  pills,  divided  into  two  doses,  one  to  be  taken  every  night  and 
one  every  morning.  The  mustard  has  a  direct  and  specific  action  upon 
the  uterus  in  such  cases.  There  may  be,  perhaps,  certain  states  of  the 
stomach  attendant  where  the  mustard  would  disagree ;  I  have  not,  how- 
ever, met  any  such  cases,  although  1  have  given  it  where  I  should  have 
said,  a  priori,  that  it  would  disagree.  Should  there  be  considerable 
uterine  irritation  present,  us*  the  injections  of  maple  bark  infusion  at  the 
same  time. 

The  fomentation  with  oiled  silk,  the  relaxing  liniment,  the  maple  bark 
infusion,  the  green  tea,  the  hip  baths  and  mustard,  properly  and  judiciously 
used,  will  cure  every  organic  uterine  affection  that  I  know  of. 

Such  are  some  of  my  new  remedies.  I  have  studiously  avoided  giving 
theories  and  explanations  as  much  as  possible  ;  else,  instead  of  an  article 
for  a  periodical,  I  should  have  had  a  volume.  Hoping  they  may  be  the 
means  of  doing  good  to  others,  as  I  fully  believe  they  may,  I  make  them 
public.  May  I  ask  to  have  them  tried  before  they  are  condemned  ? 
Whatever  value  they  may  possess,  I  have  others  still  of  much  greater 
value.  Edward  Mattocks,  M.  D. 


"  THE  DROWNED  MOTHER  AND  HER  CHILD." 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal.] 

As  everything  that  pertains  to  mind  and  matter  comes  within  the  scope 
of  medical  investigation,  and  yields  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  insure 
in  a  degree  the  great  end  of  the  profession,  I  trust  that  the  following 
notice  may  not  be  deemed  ultra,  should  it  find  a  place  in  your  Journal. 
Although  the  study  of  the  physician  is  nature,  in  its  diseased  and  healthy 
condition,  still  he  is  obliged,  by  the  early  and  continued  departure  of  our 
race  from  those  natural  laws  designed  for  the  regulation  of  its  mental 
and  physical  bein£,  and  the  adoption  of  artificial  habits,  to  draw  counter 
information  from  every  source  that  comes  within  his  reach.    The  medi- 
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urn  for  the  selection  and  application  of  suitable  aids  in  the  preservation 
of  our  physical  existence,  is  mind.  And  in  accordance  with  its  healthy 
display,  are  we  enabled  to  preserve  unity  in  the  organic  operations  of  our 
being.  As  mind  holds  intercourse  with  the  external  world  through  our 
senses,  and  possesses  the  power  of  self-restraint,  its  impressions  admit  of 
selection  and  control.  The  possession  of  this  attribute  gives  the  power 
of  improvement,  when  impression  is  coupled  with  reflection  ;  in  view  of 
which,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  to  a  work  of 
art  produced  by  E.  Bracket,  sculptor,  representing  A  Drowned  Mother 
and  Child,  which  for  conception  and  beauty  of  execution  is  rarely 
equalled.  Indeed,  should  he  complete  the  work  in  marble,  it  cannot  fail 
to  place  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession.  But  my  present  intention 
is  to  speak  particularly  of  the  impression  conveyed  by  bis  skilful  imitation 
of  the  pathological  signs  of  the  death  that  he  illustrates,  which,  from  their 
perfection,  give  truthfulness  to  the  subject,  and  serve,  in  an  eminent 
degree,  to  impart  a  feeling  of  reality  in  the  mind  of  the  beholder. 

The  study  of  the  anatomist  is  in  detail,  and  he  looks  with  indifference 
upon  his  subject,  as  the  recent  tenement  of  the  soul.  Dissection,  in  its 
general  bearing,  partakes  too  much  of  mechanism  ;  we  hold  its  object 
too  slightly  in  view.  The  dissector  look  -  upon  his  scalpel  as  the  aid  by 
which  he  is  enabled  to  unravel  the  skilful  combinations  of  nature,  and 
study  the  system  in  its  adjunct  parts,  with  reference  to  mechanical  cause 
and  effect.  He  has  learned  the  almost  invariable  location  of  each  organ, 
and  general  relation  of  parts,  and  with  reliance  upon  the  uniformity  of 
nature's  work,  can  describe  their  situation  and  influence  when  concealed 
beneath  their  outward  garb  of  flesh.  But  however  well  skilled  he  may 
prove  in  the  investigation,  the  motor  power  with  which  the  human  system 
is  influenced,  in  accordance  with  will,  still  evades  him.  The  principle 
of  vitality,  and  its  relation  to  mind,  is  of  too  ethereal  a  nature  ever  to 
come  within  the  scope  of  material  investigation.  It  is  evidently  the  bar- 
rier placed  between  human  existence  and  immortally.  A  knowledge  of 
its  source  and  peculiar  character  would  endow  man  with  the  esc  I 
attributes  of  the  Creator.  But  we  are  still  human,  and  cannot 
recognize,  through  the  essence  of  mind,  a  boundless  existence,  upon  h 
man  will  ever  prove  dependent,  although  he  may  have  been  endowed 
with  the  ultimate  principle  of  deity.  The  sculptor  has  the  power  to 
model  a  resemblance  to  "  the  human  form  divine,"  but  he  will  never  be 
able  to  endow  it  with  vital  energy — unless,  indeed,  the  promised  millennium 
should  confer  in  a  more  extended  degree  the  attributes  of  the  Creator. 

Mr.  Bracket  in  his  work,  which  does  honor  to  his  perception,  has  given 
us  a  representation  of  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our  existence.  He  has 
taken  clay  for  his  guide,  bereft  of  the  principle  that  distinguishes  the 
animate  from  the  inanimate,  "  The  Drowned  Mother  and  her  Child." 
The  volume  of  life  is  there  presented  to  the  reflecting  mind  in  its  most 
vivid  and  impressive  form.  He  has  attempted  that  which  the  sculptor 
is  alone  able  to  accomplish.  The  clay  represents  woman  modelled  in 
the  highest  conception  of  beauty.  The  child  is  supported  by  her  left 
arm,  and  is  the  ideal  of  cherub  perfection.  Each  present  in  their  degree 
the  pathological  signs  common  to  death  by  drowning.    The  anatomical 
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knowledge  exhibited  in  the  work  is  so  perfectly  in  accordance  with  na- 
ture, that  our  impressions  force  us  to  believe  that  we  contemplate  the 
remains  of  mortality.  To  the  medical  man,  who  has  become  accustom- 
ed to  death  from  loathsome  disease,  the  study  will  serve,  from  the  serene 
beauty  of  expression  displayed — as  if  stamped  by  the  last  impression  of 
soul  with  heaven  in  view — to  remove  his  callous  indifference  of  death, 
which  is  too  frequently  characteristic  of  his  profession. 

June  8,  1849.  Yours  truly,       E.  R.  S. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JUNE    1  3,    1  8  4  9. 


Progress  of  Cholera.  —  Were  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  registering  the 
progress  of  the  cholera,  as  it  moves  from  point  to  point  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  hardly  necessary  for  us  to  speak  particularly  of  the  disease.  It 
is  the  universal  topic  in  high-ways  and  by-ways,  in  the  parlor  and 
kitchen,  and  is  discussed  and  re-discussed  in  all  the  papers  and  journals, 
from  Maine  to  Mexico.  This  universality  of  excitement  unquestionably 
predisposes  the  people  to  be  preyed  upon  by  the  disease.  Fear — a  rest- 
less and  undecided  feeling  in  regard  to  determining  how  to  act  under  the 
influence  of  a  great  impending  calamity,  weakens  the  powers  of  resistance, 
and  the  vital  energies  give  way  to  a  force  that  might  otherwise  have  been 
readily  overcome. 

Cases  of  cholera  have  finally  been  recognized  in  Boston,  but  we  are  not 
apprehensive  of  much  danger.  If  it  is  true  that  a  granite  region  of  coun- 
try, thus  far  in  the  history  of  this  scourge  of  modern  times,  has  never 
suffered  essentially  from  its  introduction,  then  there  is  every  reason  for 
hoping  that  New  England  has  no  food  for  the  pestilence.  In  the  mean- 
while, it  is  one  of  the  curiosities  of  medical  literature  to  examine  the  di- 
verse theories  in  regard  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  malady — but  still 
more  curious,  the  thousands  of  remedies  proposed  for  curing  it.  One 
prescribes  opium,  another  opium  and  camphor  in  combination.  Cayenne 
pepper  and  brandy,  essence  of  peppermint,  mustard  to  the  extremities, 
warm  baths,  extensive  and  long-continued  friction,  &c.  &c,  are  among  the 
infallibles.  But  right  in  the  face  of  this  category,  up  comes  the  hydro- 
pathists,  who  have  ascertained,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  only 
treatment,  offering  a  prospect  of  relief,  is  cold  water,  scientifically  applied. 
Wet  sheets,  according  to  their  system  of  defence,  fortify  poor  humanity 
against  ail  assaults  of  the  king  of  terrors.  This  doctrine,  however,  is 
looked  upon  with  profound  contempt  by  the  homoeopathists,  who  have  no 
kind  of  difficulty  in  mastering  the  most  frightful  exhibition  of  symptoms 
with  their  doses  of  invisible  infinitesimals.  Another  is  steadfastly  and 
immovably  fixed  in  the  opinion  that  electro-magetism  is  the  agent  nature 
indicates,  and  that  the  patient  may  sit  in  perfect  security  in  the  midst  of 
the  shafts  of  death,  provided  he  is  furnished  with  one  of  the  last-con- 
structed machines.  Lobelia,  under  the  skilful  direction  of  the  Thomso- 
nians,  was,  also,  according  to  their  accounts,  never  known  to  fail,  however 
terrible  the  cases  might  be.  But  after  all,  the  eclectic  treatment  is  the  most 
admirable  system  of  the  whole.    "  Among  the  large  number  of  cases  treat- 
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ed  by  the  eclectic  faculty,"  at  Cincinnati,  according  to  their  Journal  for 
May,  "  but  one  death  has  yet  occurred,  and  that  was  owing  to  neglect  of 
medical  treatment  until  the  last  stage  of  the  disease  had  arrived." 

Besides  the  self-styled  never-failing  modes  of  cure  above  enumerated, 
there  are  the  do-nothings,  and  the  constantly  doing;  to  which  may  be 
added,  a  multitude  which  no  man  can  number,  who  are  constantly  taking 
some  infallible  specific.  A  bottle  is  always  to  be  found  within  reach, 
which  the  defendant  is  to  resort  to  quite  frequently,  should  he  discover  any 
extraordinary,  unrecognized,  startling  symptoms.  A  physician  seems  no 
way  necessary.  If  the  patent  composition  is  exhausted  before  relief  is 
experienced,  fill  up  all  remaining  space  in  the  stomach  with  Mrs.  Kid- 
der's diarrhcea  cordial,  which  was  never  known  to  do  any  harm.  Finally, 
the  true  Boston  system  of  warfare,  quite  as  effective  as  any  other,  if  not 
more  so,  is  to  form  groups  at  the  corners  of  the  streets,  and  there  boldly 
maintain  that  the  doctors  are  all  humbugs,  and  the  city  government  is  an 
anomalous  mixture  of  old  women  and  asses. 

It  is  wonderful  to  witness  the  transcendant  influence  of  these  various 
devices  for  keeping  off  the  cholera.  So  long  as  it  is  not  permitted  to 
scourge  our  city,  the' partizans  of  these  modes  of  prevention  and  cure  will 
doubtless  raise  the  whites  of  their  eyes  with  pious  ejaculations  of  thankful- 
ness that  we  live  in  an  age  of  science  and  common  sense  ! — an  epoch  in 
which  the  Asiatic  cholera  is,  by  their  mode  of  treatment,  made  as  harm- 
less as  the  black  vomit,  of  which  no  one  was  ever  known  to  die,  though 
thousands  upon  thousands  have  been  frightened  to  death  by  its  bare  en- 
trance into  New  Orleans  and  Havana  ! 


Philosophy  of  Medicine. — Dr.  Leconte's  address  to  the  graduates  of  the 
Medical  College  of  Georgia  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  author's  powers. 
What  he  says  on  the  subject  of  vital  phenomena,  is  not  only  true,  but  ele- 
gantly expressed.  The  proof-reader  deserves  to  have  his  ears  pinched  for 
allowing  so  many  typographical  errors  to  abound.  Perhaps  Dr.  L.  speaks 
too  disparagingly  of  the  present  state  of  the  science  of  medicine.  Yet 
he  says — "  From  these  several  considerations,  1  think  we  may  safely 
affirm  that  modern  medical  science  is  based  on  a  secure  foundation,  and 
that  it  will  ultimately  attain  to  a  degree  of  exactness  which  will  he  suffi- 
ciently satisfactory  to  the  mi?id."  The  professor  is  a  well-read  man.  His 
references  show  that  he  ia  a  laborious  inquirer. 


Auscultation  and  Percussion. — A  manual,  by  M.  Barth  and  M.  Henry 
Rosier,  of  the  Paris  hospitals,  translated,  with  additions,  by  Francis  G. 
Smith,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Medical  Examiner, 
seems  to  be  well  received.  It  is  intended  for  a  ready  assistant  in  conduct- 
ing examinations  of  the  chest  and  abdomen.  A  second  edition  of  a  book 
is  always  a  recommendation  ;  but  when  it  reaches  a  third  and  fourth,  the 
coast  is  admitted  to  be  clear,  and  those  interested  in  it  as  property  begin 
to  reap  satisfactory  advantages  from  the  enterprise.  This,  therefore,  may 
be  considered  as  a  prosperous  undertaking.  And  why  should  it  not  be  ? 
In  part  first,  there  is  an  article  on  auscultation,  worth  the  entire  cost  of  the 
volume.  But  it  is  the  minute  and  accurate  directions  given  for  making 
investigations,  so  important  to  the  patient,  that  gives  a  value  to  the  manual. 
Those  who  are  ambitious  to  profit  by  the  exopr;o:..>  and  researches  of 
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others  in  a  difficult  branch  of  medical  practice,  would  derive  peculiar  ad- 
vantages from  a  stud}'  of  this  translation.  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  Wash- 
ington street,  have  it. 


Starling  Medical  College. — On  the  17th  of  February,  a  discourse  was 
delivered  before  the  trustees,  facul-ty,  students  and  friends  of  the  Starling 
Medical  College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  progress  and  dignity  of  the 
medical  profession,  by  B.  T.  Cushing,  Esq.  The  discourse  must  exceed- 
ingly redound  to  his  reputation  as  a  scholor,  and  a  man  of  strong  intel- 
lectual powers.  We  have  no  further  knowledge  of  the  gentleman  than 
what  is  derived  from  this  publication,  which  is  a  most  erudite,  instructive, 
and  excellent  literary  performance.  It  must  be  a  difficult  undertaking  for 
a  member  of  the  legal  profession  to  exhibit  the  claims,  the  value  and  indis- 
pensable requisitions  of  either  of  the  other  learned  professions  ;  but  Mr. 
Cushing  has  succeeded  satisfactorily  in  this  instance,  and  it  is  therefore 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  he  possesses  enlarged  views,  a  liberal  spirit, 
and,  above  all,  understands  the  relationship  which  medicine  bears  to  litera- 
ture, the  sciences,  and  the  whole  domain  of  humanity.* 


History  and  Treatment  of  Cholera. — An  elaborate  work  has  been  written 
and  now  awaits  the  movement  of  some  enterprising  publisher,  entitled 
"  Records  of  Cholera  Asiatica  and  its  Prodromes;  with  a  full  account  of 
its  origin  and  causes,  post-mortem  appearances,  &c,  with  all  the  material 
facts  in  relation  to  the  means  of  prevention  and  cure,  as  exhibited  in  the 
practice  of  different  European  and  American  physicians.  To  which 
are  added  two  original  and  important  letters  upon  the  subject,  addressed  to 
the  author,  and  never  before  published.  By  Fred.  B.  Page,  M.D.,  A.M., 
&c.  &c."  If  there  was  ever  a  period  when  light  was  required  among  us 
in  the  management  of  this  appalling  disease,  it  is  at  this  moment,  when 
the  plague  is  insidiously  creeping  from  point  to  point  over  this  vast 
continent.  Dr.  Page's  treatise  contains  the  results  of  his  recent  experience 
— having  been  familiar  with  the  disease  the  last  winter  at  the  South — to- 
gether with  a  valuable  digest  of  the  practice  of  the  most  eminent  and  suc- 
cessful practitioners  of  Europe.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be  pub- 
lished. The  more  knowledge  we  have  on  the  subject,  the  better  armed 
shall  we  be  when  overtaken  by  this  greatest  scourge  of  modem  times. 


Dental  Diseases. — On  the  authority  of  the  American  Society  of  Dental 
Surgeons,  a  tabular  sheet  has  been  issued,  admirably  arranged  in  columns, 
on  which  the  operator  may  record  the  precise  condition  of  every  tooth  he 
may  examine,  the  circumstances  belonging  to  the  history  of  its  condition, 
the  patient's  age,  temperament,  &c,  to  the  minutest  practical  extent.  Each 
space  has  its  appropriate  indication  of  what  is  to  be  written  in  it,  and  thus 
the  physical  circumstances  belonging  to  the  case  become  a  leaf  to  a  book  of 
reference — growing  perpetually  larger  from  year  to  year,  according  to  the 
amount  of  the  dentist's  practice.  To  our  gratification  these  gentlemen 
are  collecting  an  immense  amount  of  useful  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  maladies  to  which  the  teeth  are  incident,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
are  elevating  and  dignifying  their  profession. 
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Laio  of  Causation. — Messrs.  Leavitt,  Trow  &  Co.,  191  Broadway,  New 
York,  are  the  publishers  of  an  anomalous  kind  of  book,  bearing  the  follow- 
ing title,  viz.,  "Beneficence  of  design  in  the  problem  of  evil,  vindicated  by 
the  law  of  causation  in  the  physical  construction  of  matter.  By  a  Journey- 
man. Tenth  Bridgewa'er  Treatise."  The  author  must  have  unique 
phrenological  developments.  He  reasons  independently,  and  makes  it  very 
apparent  that  he  is  a  profound  thinker,  a  student  in  the  pursuit  of  truth, 
but  following  the  footsteps  of  no  "illustrious  predecessor."  Had  his  name 
been  given,  he  would  soon  have  found  himself  to  be  in  the  centre  of  com- 
motion. As  it  is  not  a  medical  matter,  we  cannot  consistently  say  much 
beyond  this,  that  the  writer  is  evidently  no  plagiarist.  Whatever  he  says 
or  does,  is  strictly  on  his  own  account.  Whether  theologians  or  philoso- 
phers will  think  it  worth  while  to  grope  in  the  dark,  with  the  expectation 
of  catching  him,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  We  imagine  he  belongs  to  the 
medical  profession. 

Medical  Bulletin. — Messrs.  Barrington  and  Haswell  send  out  twenty 
copies  of  this  periodical  for  a  dollar.  Each  number  is  wholly  a  reprint  of 
some  good  thing,  that  has  received  the  approval  of  the  learned  in  medicine. 
The  February  number  must  have  been  detained  in  a  snowbank,  as  it  did 
not  arrive  till  last  week.  However,  it  contains  the  whole  of  Rigby  on 
Dysmenorrhcea,  besides  lots  of  advertisements,  which  show  the  state  of 
the  book  trade. 

Water-Cure  Manual. — A  description  is  given,  in  this  popular  12mo,  of 
the  various  modes  of  bathing;  the  hygienic  and  curative  effects  of  air, 
exercise,  clothing,  occupation,  diet,  water,  drinking,  &c„  together  with  a 
description  of  diseases  and  the  hydropathic  means  to  be  employed — illus- 
trated with  cases,  &c.  &c.  For  one-idea  people  this  is  a  choice  affair,  and 
will  convince  them  that  water  is  an  irresistible  remedy.  Joel  Shew,  M.D., 
is  the  author — who  is  treading  most  perpendicularly  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
great  Priessnitz,  the  golden-calf  of  water-worshippers.  It  is  printed  beau- 
tifully, as  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Wells  do  all  their  publications;  but  we 
don't  think  much  of  it. 


Suture  Needle. — The  annexed  engraving  represents  the  autopsical  or 
suture  needle,  invented  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Smilie,  in  1S44,  now  generally 
adopted  in  surgical  practice  for  closing  wounds,  &c.  : — 


The  following  description  was  given  at  the  time  by  the  editor  of  this 
Journal.  "  Dr.  E.  R.  Smilie,  of  Derry,  N.  H.,  a  gentleman  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  professional  attainments  which  are  honored  in  all  communities, 
has  a  nice  mechanical  taste,  recently  devised  a  suture  needle  that  merits 
the  attention  of  surgeons.  Although  exceedingly  simple,  it  could  be  better 
understood  with  a  single  glance  of  the  eye  than  by  whole  pages  of  descrip- 
tion.   The  peculiarities  of  the  instrument  are  mainly  these — that  the  eye, 
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instead  of  being  at  the  extremity,  is  about  half  an  inch  from  the  proximal 
end,  varying  of  course  according  to  the  size  and  length  of  the  needle.  The 
proximal  portion  of  the  needle  is  square,  and  fitted  into  a  steel  shank,  which 
is  neatly  inserted  into  an  ivory  handle.  When  threaded,  the  needle  is 
forced  through  the  integument  by  the  handle,  and  then  is  drawn  from  the 
socket,  to  be  re-inserted  and  pushed  onward  as  before.  The  fact  is,  it  is 
far  easier  to  sew  with  it  than  describe  it,  and  the  process  is  more  rapidly 
accomplished." 

Preventive  Medicine — The  Cholera. — Taking  drugs  when  one  is  in  per- 
fect health,  to  prevent  being  sick,  is  like  keeping  a  ship  always  in  the 
dock  for  fear  she  might  be  lost  at  sea.  It  is  time  enough  to  dose  when 
the  necessity  for  it  exists. 

Messrs.  Little  &  Co.,  104  Hanover  street,  enterprising  druggists,  have 
prepared  what  is  called  a  cholera  preventive,  from  a  recipe  of  Wm.  H. 
Williams,  M.D.,  which  is  recommended  to  be  resorted  to  when  the  actual 
symptoms  of  cholera  are  manifested,  but  not  before — a  physician  not  yet 
having  been  called.  Dr.  Williams  makes  no  secret  of  the  composition, 
and  every  one  may  know  what  he  is  taking,  when  he  swallows  the  new 
preparation.  It  is  made  of  opium,  camphor  and  peppermint,  in  certain  pro- 
portions that  have  been  ascertained  to  be  beneficial — and  when  used,  as  the 
label  directs,  would  be  an  anchor  of  hope,  when  a  person  is  suddenly  at- 
tacked, beyond  the  reach  of  medical  advice.     Dr.  Williams  is  no  quack. 


Cholera  in  Boston. — As  already  mentioned  on  another  page.,  the  cholera 
has  made  its  appearance  in  this  city.  On  strict  inquiry,  however,  a  few 
cases  only  have  been  recognized  up  to  Monday,  when  the  proof-sheets  of 
the  Journal  are  revised.  Four  deaths,  only,  are  registered  by  it  ;  yet 
quite  a  number  of  persons  have  been  attacked,  rather  severely,  but  the 
prompt  attendance  of  a  physician  has  soon  changed  the  condition  of  the 
patient  for  the  better,  and  a  speedy  recovery  has  followed.  A  tendency 
to  a  disordered  state  of  the  bowels  evidently  exists,  which,  if  seasonably 
met  by  medicine  judiciously  administered,  arrests  its  further  progress. 
Should  the  disease  unfortunately  become  epidemic,  all  the  facts  that  can  be 
of  value  to  the  profession  in  regard  to  it,  will  be  noticed. 


Sulphur  in  Cholera. — Quite  an  excitement  seems  to  have  been  produced 
at  the  West,  by  the  announcement  that  Drs.  Herrick,  Blaney  and  others, 
at  Chicago,  111.,  have  discovered  sulphur  to  be  a  specific  for  the  cholera. 
We  know  nothing  of  the  matter  except  what  has  reached  us  through 
the  public  papers,  and  of  course  are  unprepared  to  recommend  or  con- 
demn the  proposed  remedy.  The  physicians  named  are  of  high  standing 
in  the  profession — the  former  beingr  one  of  the  editors  of  the  N.  Western 
Medical  and  Surgbal  Journal.  Further  particulars  will  be  made  known, 
as  soon  as  received. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Hardenbook,  who  has  been  tried  so  many  times  for  the  alleged  murder 
of  his  wife,  has  been  set  free. — Prof.  Bryan,  of  Philadelphia,  by  invitation  of  the  Medical  Class  of 
the  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  Medical  College,  commenced  last  week  a  course  of  lectures  on  Physiology. 
He  is  a  learned,  unpretending  man,  who  gives  force  and  character  to  any  subject  in  which  he 
engages. — In  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Augusta,  Me.,  there  were  126  patients  on  the  31st  of  March  ; 
the  whole  number  under  treatment  during  the  year  having  been  250.  There  were  discharged  dur- 
ing the  year  105 ;  GO  recovered,  28  improved,  17  unimproved.  Deaths,  18. — The  Diano  states 
that  during  the  five  years,  from  1842  to  1846,  inclusive,  there  were  baptized  in  the  archbishopric  of 
Cuba,  13,082  white  legitimate  children,  and  6,412  white  illegitimate  children,  being  about  31  per 
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rent. — Mr.  Hayes,  the  distinguished  analytical  chemist,  is  about  taking- up  his  residence  in  Boston. 
Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson,  also  celebrated  in  the  same  elevated  branch  of  science,  resides  in  the  city  of 
Roxburv,  but  keeps  a  laboratory  in  Boston. — A  citizen  of  Newark  was  seriously  affected  by  inhal- 
ing the  gas  while  mixing  ammonia  and  chloride  of  lime,  to  purify  his  store.  He  continued  senseless 
for  two  hours. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  Lunatic  Hospitals  in  the 
United  Stales,  took  place  recently  at  Utica,  IN.  Y.,  Dr.  Awl,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  presiding. 
They  meet  next  year  in  Boston.  — The  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Medical  School  of  Maine  for  1849, 
closed  on  the  19th  of  May.  Fourteen  young  gentlemen  passed  a  successful  examination  for  the 
degree  of  M.D. — There  are  520  practitioners  of  medicine  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 


Adulteration  of  Cod-liver  Oil. — To  the  Editor.  Sir, — 1  submit  the  following  facts  1o 
vou,  in  order  that  they  may  receive  (if  you  think  advisable)  some  notice  in  your  Journal.  From 
information  which  I  have  recently  acquired,  on  a  visit  to  several  fishing  places  on  our  coast,  I  have 
abundant  proof  that  ill-disposed  persons  are  procuring-  oil  from  the  livers  of  pollock,  and  other 
fish,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  it  for  sale  in  this  city  as  pure  cod-liver  oil.  Also  that  a  concern 
in  this  city,  who  are  dealers  in  whale,  lard,  and  other  oils,  have  stated  that  the  use  of  cod-liver 
oil,  as  a  medicinal  agent,  is  all  a  humbug,  and  that  they  are  "  going  in  for  making  money  while 
the  excitement  lasts  and  to  favor  appearances,  occasionally  procure  a  few  cod-livers  to  blind 
the  eyes  of  others.  There  are  those,  also,  who,  1  fear,  will,  from  their  knowledge  of  mixing  oils, 
resort  to  this  deception,  pretending  to  sell  a  pure  article,  because  it  is  of  handsome  appearance — 
which  is  no  proof  of  its  genuineness,  as  the  color  will  vary  in  the  oil  from  different  lots  of  livers, 
that  are  fresh  and  sweet,  although  in  the  spring  and  summer  the  oil  will  be  somewhat  darker  in 
color  than  at  other  seasons.  This  I  am  convinced  of,  from  personal  experience  of  three  years  in 
the  manufacture  of  the  cod-liver  oil.  In  the  above  statement,  I  do  not  implicate  any  druggist 
or  apothecary  in  the  adulteration  of  the  oil.  Respectfully  yours, 

Boston,  May,  1849.  Emery  Souther. 


Register  of  Cases  in  vjhich  Ether  was  employed  at  Morton's  Letheon  Dental 
Establishment,  19  Tremont  Row,  for  the  week  ending  June  8,  1849. 
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40 

1 

Weakly. 

120 

To  Correspondents. — A  paper  on  Prussiate  of  Iron,  and  one  on  Domestic  Medicines,  have 
been  received. 


Erratum. — In  the  third  paragraph  on  page  363,  last  number,  and  in  the  second  line  of  that 
paragraph,  after  the  word  circumstances,  occur  the  words  stated  by  him.  In  the  proof  the  words 
here  Italicized  were  included  in  brackets.  They  were  introduced  to  distinguish  the  circumstances 
referred  to  by  A.  S.  from  those  contained  in  the  paragraph  immediately  preceding,  and  on  the 
363d  page.  W.  C. 


Married,— At  New  York,  Dr.  S.Simpson,  of  the  U.  S.  Armv,  to  Miss  H.  St.  John. — At 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  Geo.  A  Smith,  M.D.,  to  Miss  K.  Wormlev. — Dr.  Harvey  Jewett,  of  Northboro', 
Mass.,  to  Miss  S.  A.  Lawrence.— Win.  H.  Bradley,  Mi),  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  to  Miss  D.  L. 
Hinckley.— In  Washington,  Me.,  John  B.  Walker,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Burtha  Ellen  Rust. 


Died, — At  St.  Louis,  Dr.  Waterman  Sweet,  of  Florida,  N.  Y.,  of  cholera. — At  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Dr.  Samuel  Rogers,  40. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  (he  week  ending  June  8th,  65. — Males,  32 — females,  33. — 
Of  consumption,  9 — scarlet  fever,  8 — old  age,  3 — cholera,  4 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — dropsy,  3 
— infantile,  5 — disease  of  the  brain,  4 — convulsions,  3 — typhus  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  4 — debility, 
4 — gastro-enterilis,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — canker,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — measles,  2 — in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  1 — varioloid,  1 — accidental,  1 — drowned,  1 — phthisis,  1  —  cancer  internal, 
1 — complication  of  disorders,  1 — pleurisy,  2— disease  of  the  liver,  1. 

Under  5  years,  26 — between  5  and  20  years,  10 — between  20  and  40  years,  13 — between  40 
and  60  years,  9 — over  60  years,  7. 
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Standing  Committees  of  the  Abierican  Medical  Association. — The 
following  is  a  list  of  these  Committees,  as  corrected  by  the  nominating 
committee,  after  the  vacancies  created  by  resignation  had  been  filled.  It  is 
copied  from  the  June  number  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner,  with 
several  corrections  of  names  misprinted  in  the  list  as  there  published  : — 

Committee  on  Medical  Science.  —  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Chairman.  Drs.  J.  Bigelow,  Boston  ;  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  Boston  ;  A.  B. 
Malcolm,  Dubuque,  Iowa;  James  Moultrie,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  G.  Emer- 
son, Philadelphia  ;  D.  King,  Newport,  K.  I. 

Committee  on  Practical  Medicine. — Dr.  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Philadelphia, 
Chairman.  Drs.  R.  La  Roche,  Philadelphia;  F.  West,  Philadelphia;  J. 
A.  Swett,  New  York  ;  B.  R.  Jones,  New  Orleans  ;  R.  D.  Arnold,  Savan- 
nah ;    Smith,  Indiana. 

Committee  on  Surgery. — Dr.  R.  D.  Mussev,  Cincinnati,  Chairman. 
Drs.  W.  M.  Awl,  Columbus,  Ohio  ;  A.  B.  Shipman,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  ; 
G.  Fox,  Philadelphia;  L.  A.  Dugas,  Augusta,  Ga.  ;  S.  Parkman,  Boston ; 
J.  R.  Wood,  New  York. 

Committee  on  Obstetrics. — Dr.  T.  G.  Prioleau,  Charleston,  S.  C,  Chair- 
man. Drs.  L.  D.  Ford,  Augusta,  Ga.  ;  Robert  Lebby,  Charleston.  S.  C.  ; 
Josiah  Bartlett,  Stratham,  N.  H.  ;  H.  F.  Askew,  Wilmington,  Del.  ;  John 
Evans,  Chicago,  III.  ;  Isaac  Lincoln,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Committee  on  Medical  Education. — Dr.  J.  Roby,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Chair- 
man. Drs.  Blatchford,  Troy,  N.  Y.  ;  G.  C.  M.  Roberts,  Baltimore:  R. 
W.  Sylvester,  Norfolk,  Va. ;  F.  A.  Ramsay,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  ;  George 
Sumner,  Hartford,  Conn. ;  W.  H.  Rockwell,  Brattleboro',  Vt. 

Committee  on  Medical  Literature. — Dr.  Alfred  Stilled  Philadelphia, 
Chairman.  Drs.  F.  G.  Smith,  Philadelphia;  T.  H.  Yardley,  Philadel- 
phia ;  P.  C.  Gaillard,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  A.  T.  Morris,  Montgomery,  Ala. ; 
J.  Fithian,  Woodbury,  N.  J.  ;  J.  B.  Johnson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Committee  on  Publication — Dr.  I.  Hays,  Philadelphia,  Chairman.  Drs. 
A.  Stille,  Philadelphia;  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  Boston  ;  D.  F.  Condie,  Phil- 
adelphia ;  B.  F.  Barker,  Norwich,  Conn. ;  Isaac  Wood,  New  York  ;  N. 
J.  Pittinan,  Rocky  Mt.,  N.  C. 

special  committees. 

Committee  on  Forensic  Medicine. — Dr,  A.  H.  Stevens,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
Drs.  Luther  V.  Bell,  Boston;  Pliny  Earle,  New  York;  W.  H.  Rockwell, 
Vt.  ;  Robert  Watts,  jr.,  New  York;  R.  S.  Steuart,  Baltimore;  J,  Knight, 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

Committee  on  Indigenous  Botany  and  Materia  Medica. — Dr.  Eli  Ives, 
New  Haven,  Chairman. — Drs.  G.  L.  Corbin,  Warwick  Co.,  Va. ;  PI.  R. 
Frost,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  W.  H.  Davis,  Baltimore;  B.  B.  Lenoir.  Roane 
Co.,  Tenn.;  W.  B.  Cochran,  Middleburg,  Va. ;  J.  P.  Harrison,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

Committee  on  Hygiene.— Dr.  5.  M.  Smith,  N.  Y.,  Chairman.  Drs.  A. 
K.  Gardner,  New  York;  E.  Jarvis,  Dorchester,  Mass.  ;  A.  G.  M.  Cooke, 
Norfolk,  Va. ;  A.  S.  Holmes,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  G.  Emerson,  Philadelphia; 
J.  C.  Simonds,  New  Orleans. 

The  Committee  recommended  Cincinnati  as  the  next  place  of  meeting, 
and  the  following  as  the  Committee  of  Arrangements: — Dr.  Drake,  Chair- 
man ;  Drs.  Dodge,  Judkins,  Rives,  Lavvson,  Richards,  and  Strader,  all  of 
Cincinnati. 
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ETHERIZATION  IN  LABOR. 

BY  JOSEPH  PARRISH,  M.D.,  BURLINGTON,  N.  J. 

The  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  in  parturition  claiming  general  interest  in 
the  profession  at  this  time,  we  hereby  offer  our  testimony  in  its  favor 
after  repeated  trials,  and  give  in  evidence  the  following  case  : — Was 
called  to  see  a  young  female  in  her  first  labor,  and  informed  that  she 
had  been  suffering  considerable  pain  for  twelve  hours,  and  that  she  had 
from  feelings  of  delicacy  refused  to  have  me  sent  for  at  an  earlier  period. 
An  examination  per  vaginam  revealed  a  rigid  os  uteri,  but  slightly  di- 
lated, and  unyielding  to  pressure  ;  the  vaginal  muscles  were  considerably 
contracted,  and  seemed  to  resist  the  entrance  of  the  finger.  The  mem- 
branes had  been  ruptured,  and  the  waters  discharged.  I  anticipated  a 
tedious  and  protracted  labor,  and  betook  myself  to  an  easy  chair  and 
book,  determined  to  propose  the  use  of  ether,  after  seeing  my  patient 
suffer  two  or  three  more  pains.  In  about  half  an  hour  she  told  me 
that  a  neighbor  to  whom  I  had  administered  the  ether,  in  a  recent  labor., 
had  urged  her  to  have  it,  if  she  should  experience  any  difficulty.  But 
the  mother  objected  ;  the  nurse  had  read  numerous  newspaper  stories 
of  its  fatal  effects,  and  would  not  take  it  for  the  world.  A  kind  friend 
who  was  present,  would  be  very  sorry  to  interfere  to  the  detriment  of 
the  patient,  but  her  advice  was  to  take  the  "  safe  side  "  and  to  go  on 
in  the  "  old-fashioned  way."  As  the  young  lady  was  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  "  old-fashioned  way,"  I  explained  to  her  that  she 
would  experience  an  increase  of  her  sufferings,  and  probably  not  be  re- 
lieved for  many  hours,  and  that  I  believed  she  would  be  on  the  "  safe 
side  "  if  she  would  inhale  the  ether,  as  my  experience  with  it  had  all 
been  in  its  favor.  She  insisted  upon  proceeding  with  the  inhalation.  I 
had  with  me  about  four  ounces.  She  soon  began  to  be  affected  by  it, 
and  at  first  it  produced  a  sort  of  hysterical  laughter  that  was  uncontrol- 
lable. She  would  cry,  and  talk  about  her  being  foolish,  and  losing  her 
reason  ;  sometimes  she  would  cry  out  that  she  was  on  her  way  to  happi- 
ness, and  was  hastening  to  paradise,  he.  Of  course  this  was  supposed 
to  be  reality  by  the  assistants,  and  they  would  have  withheld  the  sponge 
had  they  been  able  to  extricate  it  from  the  grasp  of  the  patient.  As 
soon  as  the  sponge  became  a  little  dry,  she  would  call  for  more  ether, 
and  it  was  given  to  her  freely.  In  about  twenty  minutes  she  experienced 
20 
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its  anaesthetic  effect,  and  the  labor  progressed  rapidly.  The  secretions 
from  the  vaginal  walls  became  much  more  abundant,  and  the  head  pre- 
sented at  the  inferior  strait  without  much  difficulty.  Here  there  was 
some  obstruction,  the  head  was  large,  and  the  diameters  of  the  strait 
rather  contracted.  I  determined  to  apply  the  forceps  and  reduce  the 
diameters  of  the  head.  In  a  few  minutes  they  were  adjusted,  and  the 
delivery  was  accomplished.  The  placenta  was  taken  away,  the  roller 
applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  the  patient  turned  upon  her  side — she  as  yet 
made  no  remark  about  her  situation.  Everything  being  now  accomplish- 
ed, I  went  to  her  bed-side,  and  aroused  her.  She  asked  how  she  was 
getting  on.  She  was  told  that  her  labor  was  done,  and  her  baby 
born.  She  could  not  realize  it.  She  did  not  believe  it,  till  the  infant 
was  presented  to  her.  She  assured  me  that  she  was  entirely  unconscious 
of  the  application  of  forceps,  though  she  had  an  indistinct  idea  of  suffer- 
ing. She  knew  she  was  in  labor,  and  felt  that  she  was  making  an  effort, 
but  she  experienced  no  pain.  She  did  well  afterwards,  and  had  a  speedy 
recovery.  On  the  tenth  day  she  was  sitting  up,  and  has  stoutly  arrayed 
herself  among  the  advocates  of  etherization. 

Case  of  difficult  Labor. — Was  requested  about  10  o'clock,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  inst.,  to  wait  upon  a  young  female  in  labor  with 
her  first  child.  Found  a  tall,  muscular  woman,  complaining  of  frequent 
sharp  pains  in  the  "  small  of  the  back,"  attended  with  considerable 
bearing-down  effort,  which  she  had  suffered  since  noon.  On  examina- 
tion, found  the  os  uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  shilling  piece,  and 
as  her  pains  seemed  gradually  to  increase,  I  concluded  to  remain  in  the 
house,  and  retired  to  bed,  expecting  to  be  called  in  a  few  hours.  Early 
in  the  morning  I  rose,  and  found  my  patient  quite  comfortable.  She 
had  slept  but  little,  and  suffered  but  little.  I  left  her,  and  called  again 
about  noon  on  the  15th  ;  learned  that  her  pains  had  not  increased,  but 
that  there  was  a  slight  a  show."  In  the  evening  was  requested  to  see 
her  again.  The  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  half  dollar,  and 
the  pains  quite  developed.  The  rigidity  of  the  soft  parts,  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  waters  which  had  already  occurred,  gave  promise  of  a 
tedious  effort.  Having  received  while  here,  a  call  to  another  parturient 
female  two  miles  distant,  I  concluded  that  I  might  obey  the  call  and  re- 
turn in  time  to  be  of  service  to  my  first  case.  At  11  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I 
left  her,  and  found  patient  No.  2  in  the  first  stage  of  labor,  the  mem- 
branes entire,  and  the  pains  going  on  as  well  as  could  be  desired.  I  was 
back  in  an  hour  and  a  half  to  No.  1,  and  found  her  in  the  same  condi- 
tion, making  but  little  progress  ;  left  her  the  second  time,  and  delivered 
No.  2  of  a  fine  healthy  boy,  after  about  an  hour's  labor,  and  returned 
again  to  my  first  patient ;  her  pains  by  this  time  had  increased  in  vio- 
lence, and  the  head  was  passing  slowly  from  the  uterus.  I  had  already 
suggested  the  use  of  ether,  but  it  was  refused  ;  the  rigidity  of  the  peri- 
naeum  was  yet  so  decided,  that  it  was  proposed  again  to  employ  ether, 
but  the  mother  was  unwilling,  and  the  husband  was  afraid.  It  was  not 
used.  The  labor  went  on,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient  was  rapidly 
failing  ;  the  pulse  was  feeble,  and  she  could  not  make  the  effort  which 
the  pains  required.    Hodge's  long  forceps  were  applied,  and  a  strong 
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cord  attached  to  the  handles,  so  that  by  the  successive  turns  of  the 
cord  upon  them,  the  blades  were  drawn  together,  thus  compressing  the 
child's  head,  and  shortening  its  lateral  diameter  ;  considerable  traction 
effort  was  necessary  in  order  to  overcome  the  resistance  of  the  perinatal 
muscles,  but  by  slowly  and  cautiously  continuing  the  effort,  the  labor 
was  accomplished,  and  a  large  female  child  was  born  about  6  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  16th  ;  notwithstanding  the  patient  had  been  in  labor 
since  noon  on  the  14th,  and  the  waters  had  been  early  discharged,  thus 
allowing  of  a  greater  degree  of  compression  upon  the  child,  it  was  living, 
and  is  now  perfectly  healthy.  The  following  measurements  will  indicate 
its  size.  Its  length  was  24 £  inches,  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the 
foot ;  across  the  head  from  ear  to  ear,  the  distance  was  1\  inches  ;  and 
around  the  forehead  and  occiput,  12£  inches. 

The  mother,  however,  was  in  an  alarming  condition.  I  had  directed 
that  she  should  not  be  moved  from  the  position  in  which  she  was  left 
after  delivery,  until  my  next  visit,  as  she  was.  extremely  feeble.  In 
about  four  hours  I  saw  her  again  ;  an  officious  neighbor  had  moved  her 
up  in  bed  ;  the  hemorrhage  was  increased,  and  the  extreme  exhaustion 
which  she  suffered,  threatened  speedy  dissolution.  The  pulse  was  small, 
thready,  and  beating  150  in  a  minute  ;  the  cheeks  and  extremities  were 
cold ;  the  abdomen  distended,  tympanitic,  and  painful  ;  the  countenance 
pale,  and  the  voice  tremulous  and  indistinct ;  external  stimulants  were 
immediately  resorted  to,  and  quinine  and  brandy  given  freely  by  the 
mouth.  Two  grains  of  quinine  and  a  dessert  spoonful  of  brandy  were 
administered  every  hour,  with  animal  broth,  for  twenty  hours  successively, 
before  there  was  any  marked  improvement ;  then  the  pulse  began  to  in- 
crease in  volume,  and  diminish  in  frequency  ;  the  cheeks  grew  warmer ; 
the  countenance  assumed  a  more  natural  expression,  but  the  abdominal 
distention  continued,  with  a  tendency  to  syncope,  so  that  a  steady  per- 
severance in  stimulating  and  tonic  remedies,  with  supporting  diet,  was 
necessary  in  order  to  ensure  convalescence.  The  alarming  symptoms 
have  now  subsided  entirely,  and  she  is  rapidly  getting  well. 

How  far  the  history  of  the  two  cases  reported  may  correspond,  and 
how  far  they  may  be  considered  as  fair  examples  of  the  use  and  non-use 
of  ether,  it  is  left  to  the  reader  to  decide.  The  child  in  the  last  case  is 
much  the  larger  of  the  two,  the  mother  has  a  more  ample  pelvis,  she  is 
a  larger  woman,  bone  and  muscle  well  developed,  and  of  mature  age. 
The  first  case  is  an  unmarried  female  not  yet  18  years  old,  a  short 
compact  person.  Both  required  the  use  of  forceps  ;  the  waters  had  es- 
caped early  in  both,  the  soft  parts  were  rigid,  and  the  os  uteri  in  each 
scarcely  dilatable.  The  one  was  delivered  without  pain,  recovered 
speedily,  and  had  not  a  single  unfavorable  symptom  ;  the  other  had  a 
tedious  labor,  suffered  all  that  a  woman  could  suffer  under  such  circum- 
stances, came  near  losing  her  life  after  the  birth,  and  will  require  a  longer 
time  for  recovery. — New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 
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THE  CHOLERA  AND  OTHER  PREVALENT  DISEASES  IN  LONDON. 

[The  following  remarks  on  the  mortality  and  the  state  of  the  public 
health  in  London,  during  the  last  winter,  while  cholera  prevailed  in  that 
city  as  an  epidemic,  were  read  before  the  Westminster  Medical  Society, 
April  7th,  by  Dr.  Webster.  They  are  interesting  at  the  present  time, 
when  that  disease  is  prevalent  in  so  many  portions  of  our  own  country. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  question  of  the  effect  of  cholera  on  the  general 
mortality  of  the  places  where  it  prevails,  will  not  be  wholly  neglected 
among  us.] 

Having  adverted  to  the  recent  sanitary  movement,  which  must  in  time 
produce  beneficial  consequences,  Dr.  Webster  said,  so  far  from  the  fears 
entertained  by  timid  persons,  that  the  public  health  would  materially  suf- 
fer by  the  re-appearance  of  epidemic  cholera,  the  aggregate  number  of 
deaths  from  all  causes  had  considerably  diminished  throughout  London 
during  the  Inst  six  months,  in  comparison  with  the  same  period  of  the 
previous  year,  particularly  in  regard  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
usually  so  prevalent  and  fatal  in  cold  weather.  In  proof  of  this  opinion, 
notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  severity  of  scarlatina  and  presence  of 
cholera,  the  gross  mortality  from  all  diseases,  in  London,  during  the  last 
six  months  ending  the  31st  of  March,  was  30,263  ;  whereas,  during  the 
parallel  six  months  of  the  previous  winter,  the  total  amount  rose  to 
36,060  deaths,  being  an  excess  of  5797,  or  18.82  per  cent,  in  favor 
of  the  current  season.  The  author  observed  that  the  greatest  difference 
occurred  in  diseases  of  the  organs  of  respiration  ;  by  which,  including  in- 
fluenza, in  the  winter  of  1847  and  1848,  the  deaths  were  1 1,197  ;  whilst 
during  the  same  six  months,  ending  the  21st  of  March  of  the  current 
year,  only  5127  persons  died  from  the  same  causes;  being  less  than  half 
the  former  amount,  or  an  excess  of  118.39  per  cent,  more  deaths  under 
this  head,  in  the  previous,  than  the  winter  just  terminated.  Dr.  Web- 
ster then  alluded  to  some  of  the  pectoral  diseases,  and  said,  that  1965 
persons  had  died  from  pneumonia  this  season,  but  3159  the  previous,  thus 
giving  an  excess  of  60.76  per  cent.  By  bronchitis,  2047  died  the  last 
six  months,  whilst  the  number  was  2984  in  the  former  period,  being 
45.77  per  cent,  more  than  now.  Again,  3040  died  from  consumption 
this  season,  against  3740  in  the  winter  of  1847  and  1843,  being  nearly 
one  quarter  of  the  deaths  greater  from  the  same  disease  than  recently. 
By  influenza,  only  78  deaths  occurred,  in  place  of  1739,  registered  during 
the  former  season.  By  measles,  391,  instead  of  1346,  which  thus  caused 
two  and  half  times  more  deaths  in  the  previous  winter  than  the  one 
just  terminated.  Scarlatina  formed,  however,  a  marked  exception  in  re- 
spect of  its  virulence  and  mortality,  having  proved  more  fatal  last  win- 
ter than  for  many  years  ;  it  was,  in  fact,  the  chief  epidemic  of  the  sea- 
son;  2546  individuals,  principally  under  15  years  of  age,  having  died 
from  that  disease  during  the  six  months  ending  the  31st  of  March  last, 
instead  of  1362  during  the  parallel  period  of  the  previous  year,  although 
the  mortality  from  the  same  cause  was  also  then  greater  than  ordinary. 
By  typhus  the  deaths  were  fortunately  less  this  year  than  last,  1585  hav- 
ing died  from  that  cause  during  the  present  winter,  in  place  of  2201  the 
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previous,  thus  making  an  excess  of  38.86  per  hundred  more  in  the  last 
than  in  the  present  season.  The  author  subsequently  alluding  to  bowel 
complaints,  remarked,  contrary,  perhaps,  to  expectation,  that  notwith- 
standing the  existence  of  cholera,  and  the  prevalent  tendency  to  bowel 
complaints,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  had  actually  proved  less  fatal  during 
the  last  six  months  than  in  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year. 
Thus,  in  the  six  months  ending  the  31st  March,  1849,  the  deaths 
in  London  by  diarrhoea  were  554,  instead  of  644  in  the  same  months 
of  the  year  before.  By  dysentery,  135  then  died,  in  place  of  116 
recently.  This  contrast  is  curious,  seeing  that  cholera  has  pre- 
vailed more  extensively  than  usual,  by  which  epidemic  malady,  984 
persons  died  in  London  during  the  last  six  months  ;  whereas,  only 
21  deaths  are  recorded  in  the  previous  winter.  The  author  here 
observed  that,  great  as  the  above  amount  of  deaths  by  cholera  may 
appear,  it  is  not  by  any  means  so  considerable  as  the  mortality  met 
with  in  the  spring  of  1832,  when  this  malady  also  prevailed  in  London 
epidemically.  For  instance,  in  the  month  of  March  and  the  first  week 
of  April,  of  that  year,  as  many  persons  died  from  cholera  in  the  metro- 
polis, during  these  five  weeks,  as  throughout  the  entire  six  months  ending 
the  31st  March,  1849.  Having  now  almost  ceased  to  exist  as  an  epi- 
demic in  London,  as  only  four  deaths  had  been  recorded  by  cholera 
during  the  week  terminating  last  Saturday,  Dr.  Webster  believed  little 
apprehension  need  be  now  entertained,  although  likely,  as  in  the  year 
1832,  the  disease  may  again  become  epidemic  next  summer,  or  in  the 
autumn  when  cholera  usually  prevails  in  this  country,  but,  for  the  most 
part,  of  a  mild  and  less  fatal  description.  From  the  various  data  detail- 
ed to  the  Society,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  and  the 
unusual  mortality  by  scarlatina,  the  author  considered  London  had  not 
become  by  any  means  unhealthy,  nor  had  the  last  winter  proved  in- 
salubrious. Dr.  Webster  subsequently  discussed  the  diathesis  gene- 
rally exhibited  by  the  diseases  now  passed  under  review.  Speaking 
generally,  from  his  own  observation,  as  likewise  from  the  information  of 
other  practitioners,  the  author  believed  that  almost  every  complaint  re- 
cently met  with  assumed  an  asthenic  character — if  not  at  first,  at  least 
soon  afterwards,  and  even  in  those  instances  of  disease  which  are  really 
inflammatory,  they  very  often  soon  exhibited  symptoms  of  great  debility 
and  exhaustion — similar,  in  fact,  to  the  peculiarity  noticed  when  the  in- 
fluenza was  so  prevalent  last  year  in  the  metropolis.  Scarlatina, 
measles,  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  come  all  within  this 
category,  and  have  required  very  different  modes  of  management  to  the 
measures  formerly  found  beneficial.  Dr.  Webster  then  adverted  gene- 
rally to  the  remedies  employed,  and  the  methods  of  cure  recently  adopt- 
ed, which,  he  said,  were  generally  tonic  and  stimulating.  Exceptions 
might  occur  to  this  rule,  but  they  were  rare,  even  in  those  diseases 
of  the  chest  which  formerly  required  antiphlogistic  treatment.  The 
abstraction  of  blood  appeared  seldom,  if  ever,  necessary,  and  it  is  now 
as  uncommon  to  bleed  any  patient  as  it  was  formerly  the  reverse.  In- 
deed, the  lancet,  like  the  sword  of  the  soldier  in  the  time  of  pea^e, 
might  be  said  to  have  been  laid  up  in  ordinary.    The  author  subse- 
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qnently  discussed  the  treatment  pursued  in  the  several  diseases  alluded 
to  in  his  paper,  which  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  particularize,  as  the  plans 
adopted  seemed  generally  based  upon  the  symptoms  manifested,  and  the 
principles  he  had  enunciated.  In  concluding  the  communication  read 
to  the  Society,  Dr.  Webster  observed,  that  although  scarlatina  was  really 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  serious  epidemics  prevalent  during  the 
last  six  months,  whereby  nearly  three  times  as  many  persons  were  carried 
off  as  by  cholera,  still  the  latter  malady  occupied  by  far  the  most  public 
attention.  With  respect,  however,  to  the  management  of  scarlatina,  the 
author  said  it  differed  essentially  from  the  method  other  practitioners 
like  himself  had  formerly  found  it  expedient  to  employ.  In  previous 
epidemics  of  this  eruptive  disease,  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  resort 
to  antiphlogistic  measures,  low  diet,  active  purging,  and  even  to  blood- 
letting, either  from  the  arm,  or  by  leeches.  During  the  recent  epi- 
demic, so  far  from  depletion  being  required,  or  admissible,  it  was  often 
advisable  to  commence  supporting  the  system  very  early  in  the  com- 
plaint, to  give  tonics,  ammonia,  wine,  and  sometimes  even  brandy,  where 
the  symptoms,  apparently,  but  not  actually,  seemed  inflammatory,  de- 
bility, depression,  and  a  great  want  of  tone  in  the  system,  being  gene- 
rally characteristic  of  the  malady,  whilst  the  remedies  best  adapted  un- 
der such  circumstances  were  of  the  above  description.  Fortunately,  this 
severe  complaint  has  recently  considerably  abated  in  virulence;  and  al- 
though still  above  the  average  of  previous  seasons,  the  consequent  mor- 
tality is  by  no  means  now  so  great  as  it  was  about  the  latter  part  of  last 
year,  and  the  early  portion  of  the  current.  However,  at  whatever  pe- 
riod the  present  epidemic  scarlatina  may  terminate,  medical  practitioners 
will  not  fail  to  remember  its  late  great  prevalence,  rapid  progress,  mark- 
ed symptoms  of  debility,  and  its  unusually  fatal  character,  as,  likewise, 
the  tonic  stimulating  plan  of  treatment  which  the  disease  almost  inva- 
riably required. — London  Lancet. 


INHALATION  OF  NITRATE   OF  SILVER,  &c. 

BY  THOMAS  K.  CHAMBERS,  M.D.,  FELLOW  OF  THE  ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

While  treating  diseases  in  those  parts  of  the  mucous  membranes  which 
are  sufficiently  exposed  to  sight  and  touch  for  the  immediate  application 
of  remedial  agents,  there  are  few  to  whom  the  wish  has  not  occurred, 
that  equal  facilities  were  afforded  of  directly  influencing  the  deeper-seat- 
ed continuations  of  the  same  fabric.  The  powerful  remedies  which  re- 
store so  quickly  to  a  healthy  state  the  conjunctiva  and  the  fauces,  would 
probably  act  with  equal  rapidity  and  success  on  the  stomach  and  bronchi, 
could  we  apply  them  rightly  to  the  right  spot,  and  attack  the  local  dis- 
ease without  passing  circuitously  through  the  whole  system.  A  mode 
I  have  lately  adopted  of  attaining  this  end  with  the  most  inaccessible 
mucous  surface  of  all,  the  pulmonary,  though  it  is  clumsy  and  imperfect, 
may  still  be  found  useful  in  some  obstinate  cases,  where  the  upper  part 
of  the  air-tubes  is  the  principal  seat  of  disease. 

The  plan  consists  in  the  inhalation  of  a  light  innocuous  powder, 
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which  may  carry  with  it  the  required  substance,  either  diffused  in  the 
air  or  absorbed  in  its  pores.  That  which  1  have  found  well  suited  to  the 
purpose  is  the  pollen  of  the  Iycopodium  or  club-moss,  which  has  been 
allowed  to  imbibe  as  much  as  it  would  take  up  of  a  saturated  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  or  of  sulphate  of  copper,  or  the  two  combined,  and  then 
carefully  dried,  and  reduced  again  to  an  impalpable  powder.  Mr.  Squire 
has  made  me  some  which,  in  two  grains  and  a  half,  contains  one  grain  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  another  which  in  five  grains  contains  one  of  nitrate 
of  silver  and  two  of  sulphate  of  copper.  The  patient  should  introduce 
into  his  mouth,  as  far  as  he  can  without  choking,  a  well-dried  glass 
funnel,  and  draw  in  his  breath  strongly,  whilst  he  himself,  or  a  second 
party,  dusts  the  powder  in  a  dense  cloud  into  the  large  end  with  an 
ordinary  nursery  puff-ball.  If  the  dust  is  raised  by  an  attendant,  the 
patient  can  indicate  the  moment  he  inspires  by  raising  his  hand. 

To  obviate  the  necessity  for  withdrawing  the  funnel  after  each  inha- 
lation, to  prevent  the  dust  being  blown  about  the  room,  an  apparatus 
with  a  double  valve  and  a  closed  powder-box  may  be  used,  which  allows 
the  dust  to  pass  inwards  only ;  but  the  necessary  employment  of  metal 
makes  the  machine  less  agreeable  than  the  more  awkward  but  cleaner- 
looking  and  less  formidable  glass. 

There  is  usually  a  slight  degree  of  coughing  excited  by  the  dusty  ve- 
hicle, but  not  of  such  moment  as  to  prevent  an  immediate  repetition 
of  the  experiment.  This  is  certainly  an  inconvenience,  but  it  seems  a 
much  smaller  one  than  that  which  attends  the  introduction  of  a  sponge 
into  the  larynx,  as  has  been  recommended.  The  spasm  excited  by  this 
is  distressing  to  the  operator  and  painful  to  the  patient,  and  prevents  its 
employment  in  slighter  cases,  where  the  remedy  appears  to  both  as 
bad  as  the  disease.  Moreover,  the  operation  is  a  very  difficult  one, 
requiring  a  rapid  accuracy,  a  spirited  tenderness  of  touch,  as  artists  call 
it,  which  is  the  lot  of  few,  and  is  seldom  retained  at  that  period  of  life 
when  the  intellect  is  most  matured,  but  when  the  brush,  the  burin,  and 
the  scalpel,  are  handled  with  more  judgment  indeed,  but  with  less  ele* 
gance  and  delicacy. — London  Medical  Gazette. 


REMARKS  ON  CONGESTIVE  FEVER. 

BY  C.  A.  HATH  WELL,  M.D.,  OF  VIRGINIA,  CASS    COUNTY,  ILLINOIS. 

Congestive  fever  is  one  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  that  medical 
men  have  to  encounter,  and  imperatively  demands  the  soundest  judgment, 
watchfulness,  promptness  and  energy  on  the  part  of  the  attending  phy- 
sician. It  is  not  my  intention  to  furnish  a  treatise  on  this  disease,  but 
to  state,  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible,  the  result  of  treatment  in 
some  cases  that  came  under  my  care. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  such  articles  as  I  have  found  most  serviceable. 
According  to  circumstances  I  have  generally  commenced  with  an 
active  cathartic.    Purgatives  clear  the  alimentary  canal  of  all  morbid 
accumulations  and  relieve  congestion.    To  obtain  their  full  effect,  1  ad- 
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minister  them  daily.  I  usually  employ  calomel  and  jalap,  with  a  small 
portion  of  tartarized  antimony,  worked  off  with  oil  or  the  neutral  salts. 

The  bowels  are  generally  loaded.  The  patient  has  strong  sensations 
of  internal  heat,  and  there  is  also  considerable  gastric  distress.  These 
circumstances  seem  imperatively  to  call  for  such  evacuations,  and  every 
practitioner  knows  how  much  relief  and  comfort  is  afforded  by  them. 
No  one  conversant  with  the  modus  operandi  of  purges  will  fear  their 
producing  debility.  At  this  period  they  not  only  relieve  the  stomach, 
but  also  congestion  of  the  liver,  head,  and  other  important  organs,  upon 
the  principle  of  revulsion.  Nothing  is  better  established  than  that,  when 
the  alimentary  canal  is  oppressed  with  accumulations  of  feculent  matter, 
the  evacuation  of  this  matter  relieves  the  irritation  of  the  system  and 
adds  new  vigor  to  the  body.  As  one  of  the  auxiliaries,  I  place  great 
confidence  in  cold  applications  ;  sponging  the  surface  is  a  favorite  remedy. 
I  employ  water,  vinegar  and  water,  brandy,  &c.  I  do  not  believe  they 
act  by  merely  lessening  the  heat  of  the  body  ;  that  they  operate  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  in  this  way,  I  think  certain,  but  they  are  more  beneficial 
from  the  positive  healthy  action  they  impart  to  the  system.  As  soon 
as  practicable,  I  place  my  patient  under  the  influence  of  large  and  re- 
peated doses  of  quinine — it  is,  in  fact,  the  only  remedy  we  can  rely  on 
with  confidence.  But  in  certain  cases  during  the  cold  stage,  when  I  have 
found  all  the  external  applications,  together  with  the  most  powerful  and 
diffusible  stimulants  used  internally,  fail  to  bring  about  a  re-action,  1  have 
found  the  use  of  ice  to  produce  the  most  salutary  effects.  When  I  have 
met  my  patient  in  a  state  of  great  jactitation,  complaining  of  intense  internal 
heat,  insatiable  thirst,  oppression  in  respiration,  cold  surface,  pulseless,  and 
with  all  the  symptoms  characteristic  of  this  disease,  I  have  found  ice  all- 
powerful  in  producing  re-action  and  restoring  an  equilibrium.  My  plan 
has  been  to  break  the  ice  into  small  pieces,  set  it  by  the  bed-side  of  my 
patient,  and  force  him  to  swallow  it  as  fast  as  possible  until  the  stomach 
is  literally  filled  with  small  pieces  of  it.  The  revulsive  influence  of  ice 
has,  in  several  instances,  perfectly  surprised  me  ;  but  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  the  congestion  of  the  stomach  and 
the  great  central  accumulation  and  engorgement  of  the  heart,  liver  and 
large  veins,  the  modus  operandi  may  be  easily  made  out.  As  soon  as 
re-action  is  established,  I  look  upon  the  case  as  completely  under  the 
control  and  management  of  quinine.  In  protracted  cases  of  collapse, 
when  the  blood  has  become  vitiated  for  the  want  of  oxygenation,  per- 
haps there  is  but  little  reliance  to  be  placed  in  any  remedy. — North 
Western  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


THE  REMOTE  AND  IMMEDIATE  CAUSES  OF  CHOLERA. 

Extract  from  a  Lecture  delivered  February  15,  1849,  by  N.  Williams,  M.D.,  of  Phoenix, 
N.  Y.,  and  communicated  by  him  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  idea  that  the  cholera  is  contagious,  and  is  thus  communicated  from 
one  person  to  another,  and  that  precautionary  measures  are  of  little  im- 
portance, has  long  since  been  abandoned  by  those  most  acquainted  with 
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the  disease.    Medical  men  in  general,  and  almost  universally,  now  rank 
cholera  among  non-contagious  diseases.    Dr.  Condie,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  writing  upon  this  question,  says,  "  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
in  Philadelphia  in  1832,  we  closely  investigated  every  fact  calculated  to 
throw  light  upon  this  subject  ;  and  for  this  investigation,  our  position 
in  the  Board  of  Health,  and  as  chief  of  a  large  hospital,  afforded  us 
ample  opportunities  ;  but  we  were  unable  to  discover  the  slightest  evi- 
dence of  the  disease  having  been  in  any  one  instance  communicated  from 
the  sick  to  the  well."    There  must,  then,  of  necessity,  be  some  other 
cause  to  which  the  origin  of  the  disease  must  be  ascribed.    Upon  this 
subject,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  speculation,  and  many  theories 
advanced.    But,  after  all,  there  is  nothing  positively  and  definitely  known 
in  relation  to  the  matter.    The  most  that  can  be  said  of  the  remote 
cause  of  cholera,  is  that  it  is  some  specific  and  deleterious  agent  con- 
nected with,  or  existing  in  the  atmosphere,  and  capable,  under  certain 
conditions  of  the  system,  of  producing  the  disease  in  question.    It  may 
be  electrical,  miasmatic,  some  chemical  or  physical  change  in  the  atmos- 
phere itself,  or  a  combination    of  a  portion    of  these.     But  be  the 
latent  cause  of  the  malady  what  it  may,  it  is  certain  that  this  alone  is  not 
adequate  to  the  production  of  cholera.    As  a  general  rule,  where  cholera 
prevails,  the  few  and  not  the  many,  the  minority  and  not  the  majority, 
fall  victims  to  its  ravages.    But  why  not  alii    Not  that  all  are  not  ex- 
posed, but  that  all  are  not  alike  predisposed.    For  instance,  the  popula- 
tion in  Boston,  in  1832,  was  62,000,  and  out  of  this  number  there  were 
only  about  80  deaths  from  cholera  in  that  year.    Probably  the  whole 
population  were  under  a  choleric  influence,  but  for  the  want  of  a  pre- 
disposition, it  seems  that  a  vast  majority  escaped  the  disease.    We  per- 
ceive, then,  that  two  circumstances,  at  least,  are  essential  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  disease.    First,  an  atmospheric  agent  ;  second,  a  peculiar 
state  of  the  system,  constituting  predisposition.    This  predisposition  is 
both  natural  and  acquired.    In  99  cases  out  of  100,  it  is,  without  doubt, 
acquired.    So  that  99  per  cent  of  the  whole  amount  of  cholera  may  be 
imputed  to  an  acquired  predisposition  of  the  system  to  its  remote  cause. 
Such  bein<r  the  case,  it  appears  that  so  far  as  these  two  causes  of  the 
disease  are  concerned,  by  far  the  most  importance  is  to  be  attached  to 
that  of  predi position.    This  is  obvious  when  we  consider  the  influence 
which  can  be  exerted  over  this  cause,  and  the  obscurity  connected  with 
the  remote  one.    Let  our  efforts,. then,  be  exerted  for  the  removal  of 
the  predisposing  cause  of  cholera,  and  if  successful,  the  disease  can  no 
more  exist,  than  intemperance,  where  there  is  no  appetite  for  intoxicat- 
ing drinks.    And  as  the  habit  of  intemperance  may  be  overcome  by 
controlling  the  appetite,  though  its  means  may  exist  in  our  midst ;  so, 
too,  may  cholera  be  abolished  by  a  removal  of  its  predisposing  cause, 
though  the  atmosphere  may  be  continually  charged  with  some  choleric 
poison.    It  is  this  predisposition  which  proves  the  existence  of  the 
atmospheric  agent,  and  opens  an  avenue  in  the  system  for  its  introduc- 
tion and  deleterious  effects.    To  a  person  in  health,  the  vicissitudes  of 
weather  produce  no  consequences  which  are  particularly  unpleasant; 
but  to  one  who  is  suffering  from  rheumatism,  or  a  broken  bone,  the 
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effect  is  often  painful  in  the  extreme.  Thus  it  is  relative  to  those  who 
are  predisposed  to  cholera  ;  the  increased  irritability  and  morbid  suscep- 
tibility of  their  systems  evince  the  most  trifling  causes  of  danger,  and 
those,  too,  which  others  not  predisposed  to  the  same  influences  are  wholly 
indifferent  to. 

In  regard  to  a  natural  predisposition  to  cholera,  it  may  be  said  to  con- 
sist in  a  peculiarly  irritable  organic  structure  of  the  digestive  organs,  and 
particularly  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Acquired  pre- 
disposition is  the  result  of  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  derange  the  healthy 
operations  of  these  important  organs.  The  circumstances  tending  to 
this  result  are  numerous  in  the  extreme,  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
Board  of  Consulting  Physicians  of  Boston,  consist  of  "  errors  in  diet, 
intemperance,  long  exposure  to  a  damp  atmosphere,  confinement  in 
crowded  rooms  or  heated  carriages,  with  subsequent  exposure  to  cold  or 
night  air ;  residence  in  low  and  foggy  situations,  especially  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  stagnant  water ;  proximity  to  the  mouths  of  drains,  and  of 
mud  containing  decomposing  organic  matter  ;  exposure  to  collections 
of  offal  and  other  nuisances  which  abound  in  cities — and  lastly,  resi- 
dence in  a  district  already  much  infected  with  cholera."  Each  of  these 
circumstances  contributes  in  some  measure  to  predispose  the  system  to 
cholera  ;  but  by  no  means  to  the  same  extent.  The  needy  and  wretch- 
ed circumstances  of  the  poor,  strongly  tend  to  derange  their  physical 
organs,  and  mark  them  as  suitable  subjects  for  the  attack  of  this  disease. 
So,  also,  do  our  fever  and  ague  districts  particularly  predispose  their  in- 
habitants to  the  same  end — so  much  so,  says  Dr.  Samson,  of  Syracuse, 
"that  no  one  could  but  have  noticed  the  obvious  fact,  that  in  1832 
and  1834,  the  disease  prevailed  most  extensively  in  those  localities,  which 
in  this  country  are  most  subject  to  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  and 
their  allied  bilious  diseases."  "  The  hilly  country,"  he  adds,  "  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  marshy  grounds,  was  entirely  exempt  from  cholera, 
or  at  least  no  cases  originated  there." 

These,  then,  are  efficient  predisposing  circumstances  ;  but,  after  all, 
that  of  intemperance  is  by  far  the  most  so.  So  particularly  is  this  evil  a 
predisposing  circumstance  to  cholera,  that  I  have  seen  no  treatise  upon 
the  subject,  from  any  writer,  in  which  it  was  not  spoken  of  as  of  more 
or  less  importance.  Its  influence  in  this  direction  is  unmistakable,  so  di- 
rect and  positive  are  its  results.  Dr.  Branson,  of  Albany,  uses  the  fol- 
lowing language  in  reference  to  this  subject: — "  Intemperance,  of  any 
species,  but  particularly  intemperance  in  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  has 
been  a  more  productive  cause  of  cholera  than  any  other,  and  indeed  than 
all  others.  Drunkards  and  tipplers  have  been  searched  out  with  such 
unerring  certainty  as  to  show  that  the  arrows  of  death  have  not  been 
dealt  out  without  discrimination."  A  London  paper  observes  that  "the 
same  preference  for  intemperance  and  unclean  persons  has  characterized 
the  cholera  everywhere.  Intemperance  is  a  qualification  which  it  never 
overlooks," 
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PRUSSIATE  OF  IRON. 

I  Communicated  for  the  Boston  IWeilical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

Some  time  since,  I  was  reading  Dr.  Zollickoffer's  opinion  of  prussiate  of  iron 
in  intermittents  ;  and  from  having  felt  the  quinine  tax  somewhat  heavily 
during  the  past  year,  J  was  induced  to  give  it  a  trial.  By  administering 
from  four  to  six  grain  doses  every  four  hours,  1  succeeded  in  curing  seve- 
ral cases,  but  in  some  of  these  the  disease  was  not  checked  till  nearly  a 
week  from  the  commencement  of  the  course. 

Prussiate  of  iron,  says  Dr.  Eberle,  in  his  Therapeutics,  seems  to  be 
separated  by  the  action  of  the  stomach,  and  the  hydrocyanic  acid  exerts 
its  peculiar  sedative  effects  on  the  system.  The  thought  struck  me,  that 
if  hydrocyanic  acid,  in  combination  with  so  weak  a  tonic  as  iron,  could 
be  used  successfully  in  some  cases,  combined  with  quinine  it  would 
prove  a  remedy  of  sufficient  potency  to  erlect  the  cure  of  any.  In  a  day 
or  two  occasion  offered,  and  I  put  my  presumption  to  the  test,  by  ad- 
ministering the  following  recipe: — R.  Sulph.  quin.,  grs.  xxiv.  ;  cyanuret. 
potassium,  grs.  j.  ;  water,  gjss.  Sulph.  acid,  q.  s.  to  make  the  quinine 
soluble,  and  to  decompose  the  cyanuret  potassium.  This  last  was  a  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  adding  the  sulph.  acid  to  make  the  quinine  solu- 
ble, and  was  not  particularly  sought  alter.  To  make  a  long  story  short, 
this  recipe  cured  two  agues.  Since  then,  I  have  cured  agues  with  the 
expenditure  of  only  six  grains  of  quinine,  but  generally  I  have  used 
twelve,  and  I  have  never  failed  with  twenty-four.  1  have  always  paid 
attention  to  secretions,  and  endeavored  to  keep  the  bowels  open  for  two 
or  three  days. 

I  have  used  the  ferro-cyanide  quinine,  but  that  is  more  expensive  than 
the  sulphate,  and  I  have  had  to  use  it  in  nearly  the  same  doses  as  I  have 
used  that  article,  in  from  ten  to  sixty  grains.  Perhaps  in  the  ferro-cya- 
nate  the  prussic  acid,  by  entering  into  more  intimate  combination,  loses 
some  of  its  peculiar  powers.  If  the  above  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  and  be  productive  of  any  benefit  to  medicine,  none 
will  be  more  pleased  than  myself;  if  not,  I  shall  not  be  the  first  who  in 
hills  of  yellow  sand  thought  he  saw  heaps  of  glittering  gold. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

Fultonvilk,  April  9(h,  1849.  Wm.  E.  Rust. 


DOMESTIC  MEDICINES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — An  article  which  appeared  in  your  Journal  of  the  23d  ult.,  en- 
titled "  Domestic  Medicines,"  has  induced  me  to  make  the  following 
remarks,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish,  if  you  see  fit. 

The  writer  of  said  article  has  graphically  and  faithfully  pictured  the 
present  condition  of  quackery,  and  its  effects ;  and  seems  to  mourn  (as  I 
doubt  not  every  respectable  member  of  the  profession  does)  their  hanoful 
influence  on  society.  In  true  physician  style,  lie  makes  a  diagnosis,  and 
then  proceeds  at  once  to  form  his  plan  li.r  treatment;  and  it  is  of  the; 
latter  that  I  wish  particularly  to  speak. 
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Albeit  he  is  no  believer  in  homoeopathy  (I  will  venture  to  say),  yet 
he  has  unwittingly  adopted  one  of  its  fundamental  doctrines — similia 
similibus  curantur.  Now,  I  contend  that  such  a  mode  of  procedure 
would  not  only  fail  to  accomplish  the  desired  end,  but  would  seriously 
affect  the  character  of  the  profession  ;  it  would  place  it,  at  once,  on  a 
level  with  that  of  the  basest  of  quacks,  and  acknowledge  them  as  pow- 
erful rivals.  It  would  be  tacitly  saying,  that  the  advice  of  the  physician 
(which  is  the  most  important  part  of  his  services)  may  be,  in  a  decree, 
dispensed  with.  It  would  be  assuming  that  the  public  are  capable  of 
diagnosing  diseases,  and  virtually  acknowledging  them  as  competent 
judges  of  the  curative  effect  of  the  articles  employed  ;  an  idea,  than 
which,  no  one  could  be  more  false — for  every  medical  man  is  aware,  that 
no  one,  however  intelligent  he  may  be,  is  capable  of  thus  judging  safely, 
unless  he  has  been  educated  in  medical  sciences. 

But  let  us  admit,  for  a  moment,  that  physicians  could  prepare  medi- 
cines in  a  good  and  convenient  form,  accompanied  with  suitable  directions, 
and  thus  drive  quackery  from  the  field  ;  would  not,  even  then,  the  vic- 
tory be  an  inglorious  one  ?  And  would  they  not  vacate  a  field  of  honor, 
to  become  the  companions  of  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  ? 

But  the  question  again  arises — what  can  be  done  to  raise  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  in  the  profession,  and  expose  the  baseness  of  de- 
signing quacks  ?  The  Boylston  Medical  Society  (composed  of  medical  stu- 
dents) has  a  plan  "  in  embryo,"  which  I  think  is  well  adapted  to  this  end. 
It  is,  simply,  to  have  a  course  of  lectures  on  medical  topics,  delivered  in  one 
of  your  large  halls,  by  physicians  of  acknowledged  reputation  and  worth  ; 
provided  they  can  be  induced  to  perform  this  task,  in  addition  to 
their  already  accumulated  labors.  I  conceive  that  a  happy  and  wide- 
spread influence  would  follow  such  a  course,  especially  if  the  services  of 
such  gentlemen  as  Drs.  Bigelow,  Holmes,  Storer,  he,  could  be  secured. 
Will  the  physicians  of  Boston,  and  others  interested  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, encourage  this  movement,  by  their  presence  and  their  money  ? 
The  same  thing  could  be  done,  and  well  done,  in  any  district.  There 
are  gentlemen  of  talent  and  wisdom  sprinkled  over  our  whole  country, 
who  are  abundantly  able  to  do  this  work.  J.  F.  Galloupe,  M.D. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  June  4th,  i849. 


SINGULAR   CASE  OF  DROPSY. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosto?i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  of  dropsy  seems  somewhat  peculiar,  and  is  at 
your  disposal : — 

Feb.  15,  1849,  I  was  called  to  see  E.  P.,  aged  12  years.  She  had 
just  retired  for  the  night,  it  now  being  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  She 
seemed  as  well  as  usual  up  to  the  time  of  lying  down,  when  she  was 
seized  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  cough,  he.  On  my  arrival,  I 
found  her  lying  on  the  right  side,  breathing  difficult,  pulse  rapid,  cough, 
bloody  and  frothy  expectoration,  he. ;  and,  before  1  had  time  to  make 
out  the  diagnosis  or  employ  much  treatment,  the  patent  died.  Subse- 
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quently  I  had  the  following  history  from  the  mother.  "  E.  was  healthy 
and  fleshy  as  any  child  till  she  was  seven  years  old,  when  she  had  measles 
a  second  time,  and  since  then  has  not  been  fleshy  or  strong,  but  still  was 
active  in  body  and  mind,  and  did  not  seem  to  be  sick.  A  few  days 
before  her  death,  she  complained  of  having  a  cold,  and  of  some  pain  in 
the  back  ;  but,  before  I  could  procure  a  plaster  to  put  on  her  back,  she 
said  it  was  better,  and  no  application  was  made  to  it.  She  was  abroad 
and  attended  school  on  the  day  of  her  death.  At  evening  she  ate  and 
conversed  as  usual — retired,  and  died." 

On  the  following  day,  we  made  an  examination,  and  found  the  follow- 
ing appearances.  Thymus  gland  preternaturally  large ;  lungs  much 
congested,  air-tubes  filled  with  frothy  and  bloody  mucus  ;  kidneys  showed 
marks  of  inflammation,  and  each  contained  a  small  amount  of  purulent 
matter;  bladder  contracted,  and  its  walls  thickened.  We  also  found 
about  sixteen  ounces  of  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  six  ounces 
within  the  pericardium,  and  about  thirty-five  ounces  in  the  cavities  of  the 
pleura. 

The  patient  had  been  rather  feeble,  complained  of  difficulty  of  breath- 
ins  on  going  up  stairs,  and  was  accustomed  to  lie  with  the  head  higher 
than  usual,  which  last  the  mother  attributed  to  habit ;  and  it  may  be  sup- 
posed that  disease  was  going  on  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  without 
symptoms  sufficiently  prominent  to  attract  the  mother's  attention.  As 
the  patient  was  not  subjected  to  treatment,  and  as  I  have  no  speculations 
to  offer,  1  need  not  add  more.  Levi  G.  Hill. 

Dover,  N.  H.,  June,  1849. 

P.  S.  I  am  not  aware  that  you  have  received  any  report  from  this 
region  of  the  use  or  utility  of  the  anaesthetic  agents,  and  therefore  may 
here  say  that  we  have  used  both  ether  and  chloroform.  In  several  cases 
of  amputation,  removal  of  tumors,  and  a  variety  of  other  operations  where 
we  have  used  them,  no  unpleasant  effect  has  followed  ;  on  the  contrary, 
all  was  quite  satisfactory  to  operator  and  patient.  L.  G.  H. 


DISLOCATION   OF  THE   FIFTH   CERVICAL    VERTEBRA— DEATH  IN 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TEN  DAYS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sitrgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  case  is  though!  to  be  not  devoid  of  interest,  espe- 
cially in  respect  to  the  length  of  life  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Dec.  16th,  1848,  Mr.  Isaac  Mansfield,  a  well- 
formed,  muscular,  hard  laboring,  and  perfectly  healthy  man,  set.  28,  of 
strictly  temperate  habits,  fell  backwards  from  a  spring  wagon  in  which 
he  was  riding  slowly,  in  an  erect  position,  and  struck  the  ground.  He 
was  found  instantly,  lying  on  his  side,  his  body  and  legs  flexed,  and  com- 
plaining of  great  pain  in  the  back  of  his  neck. 

With  some  assistance,  he  walked  to  a  house  some  four  rods  distant, 
and  then  lost  all  use  of  his  lower  extremities,  and  nearly  all  power  of 
using  his  arms  and  hands ;  had  constant  pain  over  the  fifth  and  sixth  cer- 
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vical  vertebrae,  and  the  slightest  motion  of  his  head  was  extremely 
painful.    More  pain  in  the  left  shoulder  and  arm  than  in  the  right. 

From  the  seat  of  the  pain,  and  the  tumefaction,  and  the  entire  loss  of 
sensibility  below  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra,  as  well  as  paralysis  of  the 
intercostal  nerves,  and  respiration  being  performed  only  by  the  diaphragm, 
it  was  evident  that  the  force  of  the  fall  was  received  on  the  spinous  pro- 
cesses of  the  fifth  and  sixth  cervical  vertebrae.  No  evidence  was  disco- 
vered of  fracture  or  displacement,  and  one  reason  of  this  was,  the  great 
thickness  of  the  muscles,  and  the  rapid  swelling  over  the  injured  part. 
Drs.  Gould  of  Lynn,  and  Peirson  of  Salem,  were  called  in  consultation. 
Diagnosis,  concussion  of  the  medulla,  and  compression  by  laceration  of 
the  membranes  and  effusion.  Prognosis,  unfavorable.  There  was  con- 
siderable general  excitement;  tongue  coated;  pulse  100;  skin  hot; 
great  thirst.  Treatment :  venesection  ;  leeching  ;  cathartics  and  blisters. 
The  urine  was  high  colored,  and  exhaled  a  strong  ammoniacal  odor.  The 
urine  being  retained,  the  catheter  was  used  twice  daily. 

January  10th.  Fever  somewhat  abated  ;  pulse  90  ;  appetite  improv- 
ing ;  unable  to  lie  on  either  side;  often  declares  he  would  much  rather 
die  than  be  turned  ;  dreads  the  slightest  motion  of  his  body  or  head  ; 
has  almost  constant  pain  in  his  shoulders  and  arms ;  and  often,  both  night 
and  day,  screams  out  for  the  attendants  to  move  his  arms,  which  mitigates 
the  pain  only  for  a  short  time. 

February.  As  he  could  not  change  his  position,  or  be  changed,  the 
utmost  precaution  did  not  prevent  the  formation  of  large  ulcers.  Tongue 
clean  ;  pulse  90 ;  appetite  good  ;  sleep  much  broken  ;  ulcers  dressed 
with  antiseptics ;  totally  unconscious  of  dejections,  which  took  place 
generally  once  a  day  with  great  regularity.  Takes  strychnia.  Shocks 
from  the  galvanic  battery  seemed  for  awhile  to  arouse  twitching,  and 
considerable  feeling  in  his  legs,  arms  and  hands  ;  urine  involuntary. 

March.  Evidently  more  feeble ;  ulcerations  rapidly  extending,  ex- 
posing the  middle  of  the  sacrum  and  left  tuberosity  of  the  ischium,  dis- 
charging copiously  very  foetid  matter.  Dress  the  ulcers  with  cotton 
dipped  in  dilute  nitric  acid.  Takes  tonics  and  stimulants.  Can  now 
move  his  head  slightly  to  either  side.  Abdomen  tympanitic.  Has  slight 
sensation  on  the  skin  of  his  feet,  on  the  sides  of  his  thorax,  and  on  the 
skin  generally,  at  times ;  but  this  sensation  was  transient. 

April.  Emaciates  rapidly  ;  high  fever ;  pulse  105  ;  appetite  gone  ; 
powers  failing ;  occasional  vomiting ;  intense  burning  heat  through  the 
abdomen  ;  ulcers  have  laid  bare  the  three  upper  lumbar  vertebrae,  and 
discharge  freely. 

April  6th.  Pulse  140;  copious  perspiration;  countenance  cadaver- 
ous; cheeks  and  eyes  sunk;  suffers  great  pain;  and  seems  to  breathe 
with  pain  ;  articulation  distinct;  mind  clear  and  composed;  aware  of  his 
critical  situation.  Inhales  a  few  drops  of  chloroform  every  few  minutes, 
just  enough  to  overcome  the  sensation  of  pain  and  leave  the  mind 
unaffected. 

Died  April  7th,  1849. 

Autopsy,  attended  eighteen  hours  after  death;  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Holder  of  Lynn.   Body  greatly  emaciated,  cadaveric,  anemic ;  little 
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ecchymosis  of  the  depending  parts ;  sloughing  surfaces  of  ulcers  very- 
extensive ;  sinuses  deep,  with  dark,  rugged,  gangrenous  edges.  Muscles 
thickened  over  lower  cervical  vertebrae.  Fracture  of  the  left  bifurcation 
of  the  spinous  process  of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  ;  the  fifth  cervical 
vertebra  dislocated  anteriorly  full  two-thirds  of  the  diameter  of  the  spinal 
canal  ;  fracture  of  one  half  of  left  articular  process  of  sixth  cervical  verte- 
bra, leaving  the  right  articular  process  entire,  but  covered  with  ossific 
deposit.  A  thin  lamina  of  bone  deposited  around  the  middle  of  the  body 
of  the  sixth  cervical  vertebra,  extending,  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees, 
nearly  to  the  anterior  inferior  edge  of  the  fifth,  which  overhangs  it.  The 
lateral  articular  processes  firmly  united  by  bony  union.  Fracture  of  one 
half  of  the  right  articular  process  of  the  sixth,  allows  the  right  side  of  the 
fifth  to  project  forwards  farther  than  the  left  side.  Short  spiculae  of  bone 
turning  inwards  on  the  medulla,  from  the  superior  edge  of  the  posterior 
part  of  the  sixth  cervical,  and  from  the  inferior  edge  of  the  fifth.  The 
cavity  of  the  medulla  diminished  two  thirds  of  its  diameter,  and  contained 
large  clots  of  coagulable  lymph  external  to  the  membranes.  Medulla 
much  softened  for  the  space  of  one  and  a  half  inches  ;  and  membranes 
soft  and  thickened. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  displacements  of  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra 
generally  are  suddenly  fatal.  Sir  A.  Cooper  says,  they  die  in  from  three 
to  seven  days,  according  as  the  injury  is  seated  in  the  fifth,  sixth  or 
seventh  cervical  vertebra.  I  have  scarcely  known  the  subject  of  this 
injury  to  live  beyond  a  week,  and  but  rarely  to  die  on  the  second  day, 
although  they  sometimes  die  so  early  if  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra  has 
sustained  the  injury.  ]t  has  been  pronounced  impossible  to  have  disloca- 
tion of  the  fifth  and  sixth  cervical  vertebrae  without  fracture.  In  this 
case,  there  was  only  a  fracture  of  one  half  of  the  right  articular  process 
of  the  sixth.  I  think  it  must  be  considered  somewhat  remarkable  that 
life  continued  so  long  in  this  case,  where  the  medulla  was  so  severely 
compressed. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  injuries  of  the  spine,  from  the  relative 
situation  of  contiguous  parts,  admit  of  so  slight  a  chance  of  palliation  or 
cure.  And  may  we  not  reasonably  expect  that,  in  cases  of  spinal  dis- 
placements, if  not  in  fractures  (if  the  diagnosis  is  correctly  made  out), 
some  means  may  be  discovered  for  their  successful  reduction  ?  Etheriza- 
tion, too,  would  probably  be  auxiliary  to  such  means,  as  in  other  surgical 
operations.  James  M.  Nye,  M.D. 

Lynn,  June,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.   JUNE   20,    184  9. 


Education  of  Imbeciles  and  Idiots. — To  modern  times  belongs  the  honor 
of  discovering  that  the  feeblest  ray  of  intellectual  light  may  be  made  to 
shine,  however  unpromising  the  unfortunate  being  who  possesses  it.  Dr. 
H.  B.  Wilbur,  of  Barre,  Mass.,  has  an  institution  for  the  reception  of  these 
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long-neglected,  and  hitherto  hopeless  unfortunates.  Idiots  may  be  taught 
the  decencies  and  proprieties  of  society  ;  and  while  they  are  physically 
bettered  by  systematic  training,  they  are  successfully  instructed  in  the  ele- 
ments of  that  system  of  knowledge  that  explains  some  of  the  prominent 
relative  duties  of  life,  and  above  all  their  responsibilities  to  God.  We  wish 
Dr.  Wilbur  a  career  of  distinguished  success  in  this  new  avenue  to 
benevolence. 


Life  Policies. — If  there  ever  was  a  period  when  a  prudent  reference  to 
the  welfare  of  those  in  whom  we  are  most  interested,  should  induce  per- 
sons to  take  out  life  insurance  policies,  this  is  the  time.  Such  is  the  com- 
petition among  rival  companies,  that  the  cost  is  small  indeed,  compared 
with  the  transcendant  advantages  accruing  to  those  in  whose  favor  the  in- 
strument is  drawn  in  case  of  premature  death.  Some  very  striking  facts 
have  been  noticed,  of  late,  in  regard  to  the  value  of  life  insurance.  A 
cholera  epidemic  is  an  admonition  of  the  uncertainty  of  life  ;  and  if  it  is 
of  importance  ever  to  avail  oneself  of  human  institutions  for  providing  for 
the  comforts  and  necessities  of  those  dependent  upon  us,  it  becomes  an 
imperative  duty  to  do  so  under  the  circumstances  of  the  present  alarm. 
Confidence  is  reposed  in  the  American  Life  Insurance  Co.,  No.  4  State 
street,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Brewster,  and  of  which  Prof.  Silliman  is 
President.  Every  one  must  know  that  Prof.  S.  would  not  be  asso- 
ciated with  an  office  that  was  not  of  the  highest  grade  in  character  and 
respectability. 


Duties  of  Physicians. — Dr.  Hooker,  an  excellent  practitioner,  at  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  has  a  volume  about  ready  for  publication,  that  is  needed,  and 
which  is  probably  destined  to  work  some  kind  of  revolution  in  the  social 
relations  between  physicians  and  their  patients.  He  will  show  the  duties 
and  obligations  of  both,  towards  each  other,  besides  introducing  collateral 
suggestions  well  calculated  to  do  something  towards  convincing  those  who 
have  been  sick  that  they  have  something  else  to  do,  after  recovery,  besides 
paying  the  bill. 


Alabama  State  Medical  Association. — Thos.  W.  Mason,  M.D.,  gave  the 
annual  address  before  this  Association,  which  is  published.  He  laments 
the  crowded  state  of  the  profession — but,  doctor,  we  can't  kill  off  the  su- 
pernumeraries !  "Medicine,"  says  the  learned  orator,  "has  been  placed 
in  a  false  position,  and  the  office  of  the  physician  most  egregiously  mis- 
represented," and  he  might  have  added,  miserably  paid,  too.  Dr.  Mason 
is  a  spirited,  ofT-hand  writer — evincing  a  hearty  good  will  towards  those 
who  should  do  more  than  they  have  to  improve  and  elevate  the  profession 
of  which  he  is  an  ornament. 


Professional  Decline. — On  the  ninth  page  of  an  introductory  recently 
given  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  by  Henry  Gibbons,  M.D., 
one  of  the  faculty,  the  following  sentence  occurs  14  Our  profession  has 
declined  in  public  estimation  within  the  present  century,  whilst  it  has  been 
advancing  in  its  claims  and  merits  beyond  all  precedent,  Mankind  ap- 
pear to  have  but  little  more  respect  for  it  now  than  in  the  days  when  medi- 
cal science  was  but  a  jumble  of  superstition  and  empiricismj  and  when 
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practitioners  were  banished  from  Rome  as  public  pests.  To  make  such  an 
acknowledgment  is  disagreeable  ;  but  if  the  contemplation  of  the  picture 
should  lead  to  an  effort  to  correct  the  evil,  and  bring  about  a  better  state  of 
things,  the  confession  may  prove  salutary."  Mortifying  as  this  declaration 
is  to  those  intimately  identified  with  this  maltreated  profession,  it  is  verily 
true,  that  the  most  learned,  morally  eminent  and  excellent,  in  the  ranks  of 
medical  practitioners,  are  not  placed  higher  in  the  mind  of  the  great  public, 
than  natural  bonesetters,  seventh  sons,  or  itinerant  mesmerizers.  A  few 
indeed,  in  all  communities,  appreciate  a  cultivated  understanding,  and 
honor  talent  and  science  ;  but  the  multitude  of  men  and  women  care  no- 
more  about  educational  qualifications,  genius,  or  experience  in  a  physician, 
than  they  do  about  the  police  regulations  in  the  planet  Mars.  A  doctor  is 
a  doctor,  to  them,  the  world  over.  The  more  he  lowers  himself  to 
the  vulgar  level,  the  higher  place  he  has  in  their  estimation.  The 
author  of  the  discourse  barely  speaks  this  above  a  whisper,  as  though  it 
were  a  profound  secret ;  nevertheless,  it  is  just  what  everybody  knows,  and 
what  a  certain  order  of  responsible,  thinking  people  lament,  without  the 
power  of  changing  so  erroneous  a  public  sentiment. 

Dr.  Gibbons  has  introduced  several  historical  memoranda,  which  show 
the  ages  of  darkness  which  civilized  man  has  passed  through  ;  while  the 
condition  of  the  present  exhibits  quite  as  many  absurdities  in  their  vigor 
as  environed  those  past  generations.  Medicine  offers  finer  opportunities 
for  a  hypocritical  display  of  humanity  than  any  other  which  pretends  to 
minister  to  the  temporal  wants  or  necessities  of  our  nature — and  hence  it 
has  been  cursed,  from  the  birth  of  the  father  of  physic,  with  armies  of 
knaves.  But  ignorance  is  in  the  majority,  and  with  a  stentorian  voice 
hails  with  delight  the  approach  of  a  quack,  because  he  is  not  tramelled 
or  embarrassed  by  the  dogmas  of  schools.  No — he  is  a  freeman,  addressing 
himself  to  those  who  imagine  they  are  themselves  capable  of  appreciating 
merit  and  detecting  imposture,  when  the  fact  is  they  are  not  capable  of  one 
or  the  other.  Dr.  Gibbons  evidently  knows  much  more  than  he  says  in 
regard  to  this  matter  ;  so,  without  wearying  the  reader  with  an  entertain- 
ment of  only  one  dish,  he  wisely  draws  off  the  attention  to  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  the  value  of  medical  jurisprudence,  the  importance  of  which 
was  never  over-rated  by  its  best  friends.  Students  should  be  drilled  in  it, 
that  they  may  make  science  subservient  to  the  law. 


Perfection  in  Dentistry. — Several  gentlemen,  distinguished  for  their 
ability  to  appreciate  the  beautiful  and  surprising  advances  making  in 
modern  dentistry,  were  at  Dr.  Hitchcock's  establishment,  in  Court  street, 
last  Thursday,  and  leisurely  inspected  some  of  his  extraordinary  specimens 
of  artificial  teeth.  Two  ladies  were  present,  one  of  whom  had  worn  a 
double  set  of  his  manufacture  more  than  a  year,  which  were  firmly  kept  in 
place  by  atmospheric  pressure  alone.  The  work  could  not  be  excelled, 
nor  could  any  body  look  better  with  the  teeth  nature  gave  her  than  this 
one  did  with  the  doctor's. 


Worcester  Medical  Institution. — A  catalogue  of  the  students  and  faculty 
at  the  new  chartered  Thomsonian  school  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  been 
received.  Although  "in  its  infancy,  it  has  begun  to  exert  an  important 
influence  on  the  public  sentiment  in  New  England,"  says  the  circular;  but 
it  must,  we  should  suppose,  be  a  source  of  deep  mortification  and  alarm  to 
the  cultivators  of  literature  and  science.    Never  before,  in  the  history  of 
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legislation  in  Massachusetts,  was  there  such  a  pi^ce  of  folly  perpetrated  by 
the  Legislature  as  the  incorporation  of  this  school.  That  the  faculty  are 
as  profoundly  ignorant  as  they  are  cunning,  no  one  supposes  ;  but  will  all 
this  outward  show  of  sacrificing  love  for  the  dear  people,  who  are  killed 
off  by  hundreds  with  calomel,  antimony  and  various  other  horribles,  under 
the  wicked  control  of  regular  physicians,  be  satisfactory  ?  The  professors 
must  laugh  in  their  sleeves  when  out  of  sight  of  their  pupils  and  patients  ; 
aye,  and  that  is  not  all — laugh  at  the  General  Court,  the  Governor  and  his 
dignified  associates,  who  gave  the  finishing  touches  to  the  parchment  of  their 
mis-called  medical  institution. — There  were  29  students  attending  the  lec- 
tures of  the  school  recently,  according  to  the  catalogue  alluded  to. 


Medical  Graduates  at  the  Maine  Medical  School. — On  the  19th  of  May 
the  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.D.  : — Henry 
M.  Adams,  Hallowell,  Abuse  of  Medicines;  Sumner  B.  Chase,  Scar- 
borough, Gravid  Uterus  ;  John  V.  DeGrasse,  New  York,  Syphilis  ; 
Charles  R.  Dunlap,  Brunswick,  Intermittent  fever;  Jonah  F.  Dyer,  East- 
port,  Acute  Hydrocephalus  ;  Nathaniel  A.  Eells,  Belfast,  Concussion  of 
the  Brain;  Albion  P.  Hilton,  Denmark,  Cynanche  Trachealis  ;  Edwin 
Mayberry,  Windham,  Malaria;  Alpheus  F.  Page,  Bridgton,  Melanosis ; 
John  S.  Parker,  Farmington,  N.  H.,  Pneumonia  ;  John  W.  Robinson, 
Litchfield,  Anaesthetic  Agents;  Edwin  P.  Snow,  Atkinson,  Progress  of 
Medicine  ;  James  D.  Watson,  Bradford,  Rubeola;  Thomas  J.  White,  New 
York,  Puerperal  Fever. 


Professor  Silliman. — The  newly-elected  Professor  in  the  University  of 
Louisville,  gratified  his  friends  in  this  city  with  a  short  visit  a  few  days 
since.  We  learn  that  the  Board  of  Trustees,  at  his  suggestion,  have  ordered 
large  additions  to  the  already  excellent  suit  of  chemical  apparatus  in  the 
school.  The  impression  made  by  Professor  Silliman  upon  his  new  friends 
here  is  all  that  his  friends  in  New  England  could  desire.  No  one 
who  has  had  the  advantage  of  his  acquaintance  doubts  that  he  is  a  most 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  school  and  the  city. —  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Board  of  Health  will  not 
allow  a  reporter  to  be  present  at  their  deliberations. — A  ship  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  from  Bremen,  which  lost  17  passengers  on  the  voyage  by 
smallpox.  A  large  number  were  landed  sick  with  it. — On  the  13th  inst. 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  held  its  annual  session  at  Phila- 
delphia.— A  State  Thomsonian  Medical  Society  was  held  at  Albany,  N.Y., 
on  the  12th  inst.  The  New  Hampshire  Botanic  Medical  Society  met  on 
the  7th  ;  and  the  Bay  State  Medical  Reform  Association  met  at  the  City  of 
Worcester,  on  the  6th.  June  seems  to  have  been  a  perfect  jubilee  for 
quacks  of  all  orders. — Among  the  17S,000,000  persons  constituting  the 
population  of  Europe,  17,900,000  are  beggars,  or  persons  who  subsist  at 
the  expense  of  the  community. — Of  248,554  children  whose  births  were 
registered  in  England  during  the  two  last  quarters  of  1841,  15,S39  were 
illegitimate. — A  hitherto  unknown  race  of  people  has  been  discovered,  it  is 
said,  in  the  interior  of  Africa.    The  men  are  tall  and  powerfully  built, 
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standing  seven  to  seven  and  a  half  English  feet  in  height,  and  black  in 
color,  although  destitute  of  the  usual  character  of  negroes  in  features. — 
What  has  become  of  Buchanan's  Journal  of  Man,  that  was  to  have 
been  issued  at  Cincinnati  in  January  last?  It  was  required  of  those  who 
wished  to  be  employed  in  the  benevolent  service  of  gathering  up  sub- 
scribers, "  that  they  should  have  some  knowledge  of  phrenology,  physiology 
and  collateral  branches." — A  doctor  Andrews  recently  attended  a  case  of 
sickness  in  the  family  of  a  wealthy  farmer  at  Lower  Mt.  Bethel,  N.  J. 
The  farmer  refused  to  pay  the  doctor  his  fee,  whereupon  the  latter  seized 
the  farmer's  daughter,  placed  her  in  a  carriage,  and  drove  off  at  full  speed. 
The  doctor  has  eluded  pursuit,  and  the  girl  is  still  in  his  hands. — Sulphur 
has  risen  in  New  York,  from  $28  a  ton  to  $34,  since  the  announcement 
of  its  being  a  specific  for  cholera,  and  is  held  by  some  as  high  as  $36. 
Sulphur  pills  are  sold  in  immense  quantities  by  the  druggists,  and  sulphur 
candy  is  advertised  by  the  confectioners. — An  ordinance  has  been  passed 
by  the  Philadelphia  City  Council,  prohibiting  the  practice  of  sprinkling 
the  streets,  and  imposing  penalties  for  a  violation  of  the  same.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Cleansing  deem  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  rreated  by  the 
watering  of  the  streets,  unhealthy.  —  Five  children  of  Mr.  William  Yates, 
near  Russelville,  Ky.,  died  recently  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  short  space  of 
four  days. — A  young  girl,  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  of  the  name  of  Brooks,  died 
on  Saturday  last  of  hydrophobia.  She  was  bitten  by  her  father's  dog  on 
the  -  10th  of  May. — A  tumor,  weighing  half  a  pound,  was  taken  from  the 
back  of  the  neck  of  a  man  at  Chicopee,  Mass.,  by  Dr.  Ellis,  without  chloro- 
form.—Dr.  R.  R.  Mus^ey  is  president  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Ohio. — 
Drs.  Wesselhcefl  and  Birnstill  have  been  active  in  the  German  meeting 
held  in  Boston,  to  express  sympathy  for  the  patriotic  efforts  of  their  country- 
men abroad.  Dr.  Kraiizer  is  president.  Dr.  Hoffendahl  is  on  the  commit- 
tee for  revising  the  constitution  of  the  Society.  Physicians  are  always 
patriots.  —  Dr.  Newton  Lane,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress.— Dr.  Hamilton  is  to  be  a  professor  in  the  Princeton,  N.  J.  Theologi- 
cal Seminary. — No  cholera  patients  will  be  taken  at  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital. — Charcoal  venders,  in  London,  it  is  said,  have  escaped 
the  cholera.  Some  of  the  same  class  of  men  in  Boston  have  escaped  the 
House  of  Correction  for  cheating  in  measure  ! 


Erratum. — In  the  list  of  Committees  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  last  week's 
Journal,  notwithstanding  numerous  corrections,  a  few  of  the  names  were  incorrectly  printed.  That 
of  Dr.  B.  R.  Jones,  should  have  been  James  Jones  ;  Sylvester  should  have  been  Silvester ;  Ram- 
say should  have  been  Ramsey  ;  A.  G.  M.  Cooke  should  have  been  A.  T.  M.  Cooke  j  A.  S.  Holmes 
should  have  been  R.  S.  Holmes. 


Married, — J.  C.  Jackson,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  M.  W.  Childs.— At  New  York,  Lewis  T. 
Warner,  M.D.,  to  Miss  E.  W .  Gray.— In  Boston,  J.  F.  W.  Lane,  M.D.,  to  Miss  P.  A.  Stewart. 


Dikd, — At  Flushing,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  James  M'Donald,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Sanford  Hall 
Lunatic  Asylum. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  June  15th,  53. — IMales,  32 — females,  21. — 
Of  consumption,  9 — scarlet  fever,  10— lung  fever,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — old  age,  4 — disease  of 
the  heart,  4 — cholera,  2— intemperance,  2 — measles,  2— infantile,  3 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 
— haemorrrage,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1 — convulsions,  1 — drowned,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — 
hooping  cough,  1 — accidental,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowols,  2 — bilious  fever,  1 — rupture  of 
bloodvessel,  1 — gastritis,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — canker,  1. 

(Jndar  5  years,  22 — between  5  and  20  years,  8 — between  20  and  40  years,  13 — between  40 
and  60  years,  4 — over  60  years,  6. 
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American  Medical  Association. — Boston  witnessed,  on  the  1st  of  May 
last,  a  large  assemblage  of  medical  practitioners  from  various  portions  of  our 
country. 

Three  very  impressive  convictions  occupied  our  minds  in  contemplating 
the  imposing  spectacle  before  us. 

1st.— The  science  of  medicine  is  an  exalted  subject  of  intellectual  labor. 

pd. — The  profession  of  medicine  is  one  of  honor  and  dignity. 

3d.— The  spirit  of  progress  and  of  mutual  respect,  penetrated  and  filled 
the  minds  of  the  numerous  assembly. 

Medicine  is  a  noble  science— for  here  were  many  highly  educated  minds, 
well  disciplined  in  the  ways  of  seeking  and  finding  truth,  whose  days  and 
nights  had  for  a  series  of  years  been  devoted  to  medical  inquiries.  And 
yet,  these  cultivated  minds  were  eager  after  new  revelations  of  medical 
truth.  They  felt  assured  that  an  immense  field  of  inquiry  was  stretched 
out  before  them  for  their  sedulous  and  prolonged  research. 

The  profession  of  medicine  is  one  of  worth,  dignity,  and  consideration 
among  all  classes  of  society.  True,  quackery  lifts  everywhere  its  brow  of 
ignorant  presumption  ;  but  how  is  it  recognized  as  quackery  except  by  the 
light  which  true  science  sheds  around  its  hateful  presence  ?  In  every  part 
of  our  land,  and  conspicuously  so  in  Boston,  the  medical  profession  possesses 
weight,  and  from  it  there  radiates  a  beneficent  and  cheering  influence  upon 
the  whole  community. 

Whatever  education  can  confer,  polished  manners  recommend,  and  high 
moral  excellence  command,  are  realized  in  the  medical  profession  of  Boston. 
Amenity  of  social  intercourse,  with  thorough  scientific  culture,  are  possessed 
in  happy  combination  by  our  professional  brethren  of  the  "  Athens  of 
America."  And  in  a  most  agreeable  way  did  their  liberal  culture  and 
professional  kindness  show  themselves  towards  the  members  of  our  recent 
Medical  Association. 

And  this  genial  welcome,  and  prompt  reception,  evinced  themselves  by 
acts  corresponding  to  the  occasion.  And  other  citizens,  besides  the  medical 
practitioners,  showed  equal  readiness  to  do  honor  to  this  convocation.  The 
spirit  of  fraternal  respect  spread  a  hallowed  lustre  over  the  association. 
Subjects  pertaining  to  medical  education,  to  the  improvement  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  to  the  elevation  of  the  profession  in  all  respects,  as  an 
honorable  and  useful  calling,  were  discussed  with  a  moderation,  sobriety 
and  earnestness  well  befitting  this  meeting. —  Western  Lancet. 


St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — The  editor  of  this  work 
addresses  the  following  note  to  the  editors  of  the  Western  Lancet : — 

Gentlemen, — Will  you  he  good  enough  to  state  in  the  next  number  of 
your  Journal  that,  during  the  late  destructive  fire  which  well  nigh  con- 
sumed our  entire  city,  the  office  at  which  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  was  printed,  was  destroyed,  and  with  it  all  the  type,  manu- 
script, back  numbers  and  other  material  of  the  Journal.  The  next  number 
was  to  have  been  issued  in  a  few  days.  At  present  everything  is  in  con- 
fusion, but  as  soon  as  we  have  an  opportunity  of  looking  around,  other 
arrangements  will  be  made,  and  the  work  commenced  again  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible  ;  in  the  mean  time  we  take  this  method  of  informing  our 
readers  of  the  cause  of  our  suspension,  and  to  bespeak  their  kindly  indul- 
gence. We  would  also  be  gratified  if  other  Journals  would  make  the  same 
announcement.  With  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant,        W.  M.  McPheeters, 

St.  Louis,  May  2\st,  1849. 


THE 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Vol.  XL.  Wednesday,  June  27,  1849.  No.  21. 


AN  ESSAY  ON  INTESTINAL  AUSCULTATION. 

BY  CHARLES  HOOKER,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR    OF    ANATOMY   AND    PHYSIOLOGY  IN  THE  MEDI- 
CAL INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

Read  before  the  New  Haven  County  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  April  8,  1847, 
and  communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

The  object  of  the  following  essay  is  to  draw  attention  to  an  applica- 
tion of  the  art  of  auscultation  hitherto  neglected — the  auscultation  of 
the  sounds  produced  in  the  intestinal  canal.  The  cavity  of  the  stomach 
and  intestines,  both  in  health  and  disease,  contains,  together  with  solid 
and  liquid  matters,  a  considerable  quantity  of  aeriform  substances.  This 
is  shown  by  examination  after  death,  when  air  is  invariably  found  in  the 
intestinal  canal,  and  may  also  be  rendered  evident,  at  any  time  during 
life,  by  percussion.  These  aeriform  substances  consist  of  common  air, 
hydrogen  and  its  different  compounds,  carbonic  acid,  and  various  other 
gases,  in  variable  quantities  and  proportions  in  different  subjects  and  in 
different  conditions  of  the  body. 

The  peristaltic  action,  which  is  constant  in  health  and  is  commonly 
continued  in  disease,  necessarily  produces  motions  of  the  solid,  liquid  and 
gaseous  contents  of  the  intestines  ;  and  from  the  known  laws  of  acous- 
tics it  might  be  philosophically  inferred  that  these  motions  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  sound.  These  sounds  are  sometimes  audible  at  a  distance 
from  the  body,  and  are  noticed,  under  the  term  borborygmi,  as  a  symptom 
in  various  diseases.  As  the  quantity  and  proportions  of  the  liquid  and 
gaseous  contents  of  the  intestines  are  known  to  vary,  and  the  peristaltic 
action  to  be  variously  modified,  by  the  changes  of  disease,  it  might  rea- 
sonably be  presumed  that  the  sounds  produced  within  the  intestines 
would  be  subject  to  corresponding  variations  ;  and  it  is  not  unphilosophi- 
cal  to  suppose  that  these  varieties  of  sound  may  afford  valuable  practical 
indications. 

It  is  remarkable  that  a  celebrated  English  philosopher,  who  was  not 
a  medical  man,  directed  attention  to  this  subject,  many  years  before  the 
discovery  of  the  art  of  auscultation  by  Laennec.  Hook,  in  his  posthu- 
mous works,  says,  "  There  may  be  a  possibility  of  discovering  the  internal 
motions  and  actions  of  bodies  by  the  sound  they  make.  Who  knows 
but  that,  as  in  a  watch  we  may  hear  the  beating  of  the  balance  and  the 
runnning  of  the  wheels,  and  the  striking  of  the  hammers,  and  the  grat- 
ing of  the  teeth,  and  multitudes  of  other  noises ;  who  knows,  I  say, 
21 
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but  that  it  may  be  possible  to  discover  the  motions  of  internal  parts  of 
bodies,  whether  animal,  vegetable  or  mineral,  by  the  sound  they  make  ; 
that  one  may  discover  the  works  performed  in  the  several  offices  and  shops 
of  a  man's  body,  and  thereby  discover  what  engine  is  out  of  order,  what 
works  are  going  on  at  several  times,  and  lie  still  at  others,  and  the  like  ?  " 
"  I  have  this  encouragement  from  experience,  that  I  have  been  able 
to  hear  very  plainly  the  beating  of  a  man's  heart ;  and  it  is  common  to 
hear  the  motion  of  the  wind  to  and  fro  in  the  guts  and  other  small  ves- 
sels ;  the  stopping  in  the  lungs  is  easily  discovered  by  the  wheezing." 
The  prediction  of  this  philosopher,  who,  as  Dr.  Elliotson  observes,  seems 
almost  to  have  prophesied  the  stethoscope,  has  been  fully  verified  in  re- 
ference to  the  thoracic  viscera  and  the  gravid  uterus  ;  but  to  this  time  it 
has  been  strangely  neglected  in  the  investigation  of  the  condition  and 
action  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

It  is  now  more  than  twenty  years  since  I  have  habitually  attended  to  the 
sounds  produced  in  the  abdomen  in  various  diseases  ;  and  in  the  early 
stage  of  my  investigations  I  indulged  the  hope,  that  in  disorders  of  the 
intestinal  canal  auscultation  might  gain  nearly  the  same  distinctness  and 
precision,  that  it  had  already  acquired  in  relation  to  thoracic  diseases. 
Though  I  long  ago  relinquished  a  degree  of  this  sanguine  expectation, 
continued  observation  has  confirmed  my  opinion  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  has  enabled  me  to  discover  practical  indications  which  I 
regard  as  of  great  value. 

When  the  ear  is  applied  to  the  abdominal  parietes  of  a  healthy  sub- 
ject, there  is  heard  an  almost  constant  succession  of  sounds  produced  by 
the  motion  of  the  contents  of  the  intestinal  canal.  These  sounds  are  varied 
by  many  causes,  such  as  the  quickness,  regularity,  and  other  variations 
of  the  peristaltic  action,  the  degree  of  fulness  of  the  intestines,  the  pro- 
portions of  the  gaseous  and  other  contents,  the  fluidity  of  the  liquid  con- 
tents, Sic.  The  sounds,  thus  varying  with  the  causes  of  their  produc- 
tion, afford  indication  of  these  several  causes  ;  and  they  thus  become 
signs  of  actions  and  conditions  of  the  intestines,  a  knowledge  of  which 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  investigating  the  diseases  of  these  viscera. 
In  most  diseases  of  the  intestinal  canal  the  sounds  do  not  afford  definite 
diagnostic  signs  to  characterize  the  different  diseases,  like  the  diagnostic 
signs  disclosed  by  auscultation  in  thoracic  diseases.  They* are  chiefly 
signs  of  particular  conditions  or  actions,  which  may  occur  in  various  in- 
testinal diseases,  rather  than  diagnostic  signs  to  distinguish  different  dis- 
eases. In  some  diseases,  however,  signs  are  thus  obtained,  which  per- 
haps may  be  considered  as  truly  diagnostic  of  the  diseases  in  which 
they  occur. 

In  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  which  prevailed  in  New  Haven  in  1832,  this 
application  of  auscultation  was  attended  with  interesting  results,  which 
were  noticed  in  an  account  of  the  cases  which  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  July, 
1833.  Writers" generally  noticed  the  loud  borborygmi,  audible  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  patient,  which  occurred  in  that  disease ;  and  to  the  ear 
applied  over  the  abdomen  the  sounds  were  so  peculiar — at  least  so  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  have  observed  in  other  diseases — that  ihey  seemed 
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distinctly  characteristic  of  that  disease.  These  sounds  manifested  a 
rapid  commotion  of  the  whole  intestinal  canal,  and  might  be  compared 
to  those  produced  by  shaking  together  several  flasks  of  various  sizes 
partly  filled  with  water.  Frequently  the  sounds  appeared  to  indicate 
that  the  rapid  peristaltic  motions  were  suddenly  arrested  and  reversed  by 
an  anti-peristaltic  action,  which  occurrence  immediately  preceded  a  pa- 
roxysm of  vomiting.  The  large  quantity  of  serum  effused  into  the  in- 
testines, causing  an  extreme  fluidity  of  their  contents,  with  the  rapid  and 
irregular  peristaltic  and  anti-peristaltic  motions,  would  sufficiently  account 
for  this  unusual  variety  of  sounds.* 

The  effects  of  various  remedies  upon  the  intestinal  action,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  sounds,  were  carefully  observed.  Practitioners  were  gene- 
rally disappointed,  in  that  disease,  to  find  the  frequent  vomiting  and 
purging  not  checked  by  the  administration  of  stimulants  and  astringents; 
and  the  sounds  manifestly  indicated  that  the  common  effect  of  these  reme- 
dies was  decidedly  to  increase  the  intestinal  commotion.  Such  was  the 
manifest  effect  of  opium,  unless  given  in  doses  so  large  as  to  produce 
alarming  prostration.  On  the  contrary,  frequent  small  doses  of  camphor, 
with  a  free  administration  of  ice,  appeared  to  have  a  soothing  operation 
in  moderating  the  rapid  and  irregular  intestinal  action.  The  compara- 
tive effects  of  large  and  small  doses  of  calomel  were  strikingly  interest- 
ing. Frequent  small  doses  did  not  seem  to  diminish,  but  at  least  tempo- 
rarily to  increase,  the  disordered  peristaltic  and  anti-peristaltic  motions  : 
while  a  single  drachm  dose  almost  invariably  caused  a  total  suspension 
of  these  motions.  Calomel,  in  very  large  doses,  thus  seemed  to  be  the 
appropriate  remedy  for  the  disease.  It  appeared  to  overpower  the  dis- 
eased intestinal  action,  arrested  the  vomiting  and  purging,  and  caused  a 
total  suspension  of  all  intestinal  motion,  during  which  no  sound  was  au- 
dible. An  interval  of  perfect  intestinal  silence  and  repose  now  continued, 
ordinarily  from  eight  to  twelve  hours,  after  which  a  natural  peristaltic 
murmur  indicated  a  gradual  return  of  healthy  action,  which  was  in  time 
succeeded  by  the  grass-green  evacuations,  commonly  regarded  as  evi- 
dence of  a  favorable  crisis  of  the  disease.  Thus  the  large  doses  of  calo- 
mel, instead  of  exhausting  the  system  by  an  excessive  cathartic  opera- 
tion, actually  obviated  exhaustion  by  arresting  the  profuse  serous  evacua- 
tions attending  the  disease. 

Ordinarily  the  danger  was  considered  as  overcome,  when  the  disordered 
intestinal  action  was  suspended,  and  the  stage  of  repose  produced  ;  and 
in  this  town  few  cases  terminated  fatally,  when  the  practice  was  adopted 
of  effecting  this  result  by  the  large  doses  of  calomel,  before  the  system 
had  been  extremely  exhausted  by  evacuations.  In  one  case,  however, 
that  of  a  little  girl,  10  years  of  age,  who,  without  any  premonitory 
symptoms,  was  most  violently  attacked  with  vomiting,  purging  and  spasms, 
this  treatment  had  the  ordinary  effect  of  promptly  arresting  the  intesti- 
nal motions  ;  but  the  system  did  not  re-act,  the  pulse  failed  and  became 

*  It  remains  to  be  shown,  whether  these  sounds  are  constant  diagnostic  signs  of  this  disease,  or 
whether,  as  I  have  observed  in  dysentery  and  other  diseases,  the  varying  epidemic  type,  in  different 
seasons,  will  produce  in  cholera  a  variation  of  morbid  intestinal  action,  with  a  corresponding  va- 
riety of  sounds. 
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imperceptible  within  an  hour  from  the  attack,  the  coldness  and  lividity 
of  the  surface  increased,  and,  without  any  return  of  peristaltic  action, 
the  patient  died  five  hours  from  the  attack. 

Cholera  Morbus  is  usually  attended  with  intestinal  sounds,  which  in- 
dicate a  succession  of  quick  and  irregular  peristaltic  and  anti-peristaltic 
motions.  In  some  cases  these  motions  continue  until  the  contractile 
power  of  the  intestines  seems  nearly  exhausted,  when  a  feeble,  but  more 
regular,  peristaltic  murmur  indicates  a  gradual  return  of  healthy  action. 
The  violent  symptoms  are  not  succeeded,  as  in  Asiatic  cholera,  by  a  long 
interval  of  total  inaction  of  the  intestines ;  and  the  sounds  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  heard  in  that  disease. 

There  is,  however,  a  great  diversity  in  cases  commonly  termed  cholera 
morbus.  Some  cases  commence  with  a  violent  diarrhoea,  on  the  ces- 
sation of  which  occurs  an  obstinate  vomiting,  during  which,  as  in  colic, 
no  intestinal  sounds  are  heard,  except  those  produced  by  anti-peristaltic 
action.  Other  cases  commence  with  vomiting,  without  any  downward 
motions,  until  at  length  the  action  is  reversed,  and  the  disease  terminates 
with  diarrhoea. 

Colic  is  a  disease  which  is  variously  divided  by  writers  into  several 
species.  One  of  these,  termed  c.  rachialgia,  c.  pictonum,  &c,  produced 
by  the  poison  of  lead,  has  characteristics  certainly  sufficient  to  give  it  a 
specific  distinction  ;  but  the  other  divisions,  I  think,  have  reference  to 
various  exciting  causes,  or  attendant  circumstances,  rather  than  to  any  pro- 
per specific  characters.  In  the  various  forms  of  this  disease  auscultation 
affords  results,  which  I  regard  as  highly  interesting,  and  of  much  prac- 
tical value,  and  which  may  throw  some  light  on  the  pathology  of  the 
disease. 

Common  Colic  is  characterized  by  "griping  pain  in  the  bowels, chiefly 
about  the  navel,  with  vomiting  and  costiveness."  The  exciting  causes 
are  various,  as  irritating  indigested  food,  biliary  derangement,  habitual 
costiveness,  hardened  faeces,  flatus,  worms,  exposure  to  cold,  and — what 
I  consider  as  much  the  most  common  cause — rheumatism  affecting  the 
intestines.  With  these  various  exciting  causes,  the  general  characters 
of  the  disease  are  similar  ;  the  severe  griping  pain,  obstinate  constipa- 
tion and  vomiting,  constituting  the  prominent  symptoms. 

There  is,  however,  an  incipient,  forming,  or  latent  stage,  which  with 
strict  observation  I  think  may  always  be  noticed,  preceding  the  pain 
and  other  violent  symptoms.  The  symptoms  of  this  stage  somewhat 
resemble  those  which  precede  the  cold  stage  of  intermittent  fever.  There 
is  a  general  languor  and  inaptitude,  often  a  degree  of  moroseness  or  peev- 
ishness, and  commonly  a  slight  chilliness.  The  sensations  in  the  abdo- 
men are  variously  described  by  patients,  as  a  numb,  dead,  heavy,  or  cold 
feeling.  Many  speak  of  a  sensation  as  of  a  cold  weight,  felt  mostly 
between  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  umbilicus.  The  physician  is 
rarely  consulted  during  this  stage  ;  and  the  symptoms  are  so  slight,  that 
ordinarily  they  are  not  particularly  noticed  by  patients  unaccustomed  to 
attacks  of  the  disease ;  while  persons  subject  to  frequent  attacks  learn  to 
notice  these  sensations  as  the  invariable  precursors  of  the  more  violent 
symptoms.    In  this  stage,  which  continues  in  different  cases  from  half 
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an  hour  to  several  hours,  auscultation  discovers  a  perfect  stillness  within 
the  abdominal  cavity.  Sometimes  there  is  an  occasional  rumbling  in 
the  course  of  the  large  intestines  ;  and,  with  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
unpleasant  sensations,  the  patient,  by  a  voluntary  straining  effort  produces 
an  evacuation  of  faeces  with  a  quantity  of  flatus.  There  is,  however, 
no  indication  of  the  slightest  motion  in  the  small  intestines.  This  form- 
ing or  latent  stage  of  colic,  which  is  commonly  overlooked  both  by  patients 
and  physicians,  is  deserving  of  particular  attention  ;  because,  during  this 
stage  the  peristaltic  action  is  easily  restored,  and  the  violent  symptoms 
thus  prevented,  in  many  cases  this  may  be  effected  simply  by  the 
application  of  heat  to  the  surface,  especially  to  the  extremities.  Fric- 
tion to  the  abdomen,  with  a  sort  of  kneading  process,  contributes  also 
to  this  effect.  Often  a  free  draught  of  hot  coffee,  or  of  some  aromatic 
infusion,  is  sufficient ;  in  other  cases,  a  small  dose  of  rhubarb,  or  other 
mild  cathartic,  with  some  aromatic,  is  required.  A  few  drops  of  cajeput 
oil  will  commonly  promptly  restore  the  peristaltic  action.  My  usual 
remedy  for  this  purpose  is  camphor,  in  frequent  small  doses ;  and  I  have 
instructed  many  persons  to  ward  off  habitual  attacks  of  colic,  by  carrying 
constantly  in  the  pocket  a  small  piece  of  camphor,  to  be  gradually  dis- 
solved in  the  mouth,  and  swallowed  with  the  saliva,  whenever  these 
premonitory  symptoms  occur.  This  remedy  is  often  more  effectual,  in 
exciting  peristaltic  action  in  such  cases,  than  a  brisk  cathartic. 

This  forming  stage,  unless  the  peristaltic  action  is  soon  restored,  is  suc- 
ceeded by  the  violent  symptoms  of  the  disease.  With  occasional  short 
remissions,  the  pain  becomes  severe  ;  the  abdominal  muscles  are  rigidly 
contracted,  producing  a  knotted  appearance  of  the  surface,  and  there  is 
occasional  nausea  and  vomiting.  The  patient  groans,  and  throws  himself 
into  various  positions,  with  the  vain  hope  of  relieving  his  distress.  In 
this,  as  well  as  in  the  forming  stage  of  colic,  the  ear  applied  to  the  ab- 
domen discovers  no  evidence  of  peristaltic  action,  but  on  the  contrary  a 
perfect  stillness  within  the  abdominal  cavity. 

This  cessation  of  peristaltic  action,  I  may  confidently  assert,  is  a  chief 
essential  character  of  colic;  the  motion  being  suspended  before  the 
occurrence  of  the  violent  symptoms,  and  not  recurring  until  the  disease 
is  about  to  yield.  Sometimes,  during  the  violent  contortions  of  the 
body,  a  momentary  sound  is  heard,  indicating  a  slight  intestinal  motion, 
which  seems  to  be  produced  by  the  mechanical  pressure  of  the  abdo- 
minal parietes,  rather  than  by  a  peristaltic  action.  Occasionally,  too, 
there  are  sounds  produced  by  anti-peristaltic  motions,  which  motions 
either  terminate  at  the  stomach  causing  simply  nausea,  or  extend  into 
the  stomach  so  as  to  excite  vomiting.  By  these  circumstances,  and  by 
the  variety  of  sounds,  anti-peristaltic  motions  can  commonly  be  distin- 
guished from  a  regular  peristaltic  action.  This  distinction  is  important, 
for  as  a  cessation  of  peristaltic  action  is  a  main  essential  character  of  colic, 
so  a  return  of  this  action  indicates  a  favorable  crisis  of  the  disease. 
The  sounds  produced  by  an ti- peristaltic  motions  are  only  occasional  and 
transient,  proceeding  commonly  from  a  limited  portion  of  the  intestinal 
canal ;  and  they  are  usually  succeeded,  as  before  stated,  by  nausea  or 
vomiting.    Those  attending  a  regular  peristaltic  action  are  produced 
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throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  intestines,  constituting  an  almost  in- 
cessant rumbling,  heard  distinctly  at  one  moment  directly  under  the  ear, 
then  gradually  receding  until  it  seems  like  a  distant  echo,  and  again  re- 
turning in  the  course  of  the  convolutions  of  the  intestines.  There  is 
thus  a  union  of  near  and  distant  sounds,  indicating  a  general  action 
throughout  the  intestinal  canal.  When  this  description  of  sounds  is  heard 
in  colic,  the  patient  may  be  considered  as  safe,  even  if  the  pain  con- 
tinues severe  ;  on  the  contrary,  a  complete  subsidence  of  the  pain  and 
other  violent  symptoms,  unless  attended  by  a  return  of  healthy  peristaltic 
murmur,  affords  no  favorable  indication,  in  any  stage  of  the  disease,  and 
in  an  advanced  stage,  when  the  strength  is  exhausted  by  protracted  suf- 
fering, it  indicates  extreme  danger — a  loss  of  the  sensibility  and  excita- 
bility of  the  intestine,  and  a  failing  of  the  powers  of  life. 

Commonly,  a  return  of  peristaltic  motion  is  followed,  almost  immedi- 
ately, with  a  relief  of  pain  and  other  severe  symptoms  ;  but  in  pro- 
tracted cases,  when  the  bowels  have  become  inflamed,  and  the  soreness 
such  that  the  least  external  pressure  cannot  be  tolerated,  this  return  of 
peristaltic  motion  causes  a  decided  increase  of  pain.  This  circumstance 
is  similar  to  w  hat  is  often  observed  during  the  resolution  of  pneumonia, 
when  a  return  of  respiration  to  a  portion  of  inflamed  lung,  which  has 
previously  been  impermeable  to  air,  produces  the  keenest  pain.  In  such 
cases  auscultation  informs  us  that  all  is  well,  when  the  sensations  of  the 
patient  would  indicate  an  aggravation  of  the  disease.  The  signs  thus 
furnished,  in  colic  and  other  diseases,  will  often  direct  the  withholding  of 
medication,  when  it  is  no  longer  required,  and  when  its  continuance 
might  sometimes  be  injurious.  Frequently  they  have  enabled  me  to 
assure  patients  that  the  cause  of  difficulty  was  removed,  and  that  my 
services  were  no  longer  required,  some  hours  before  the  general  symp- 
toms showed  signs  of  any  mitigation. 

Some  eighteen  years  ago,  I  called  one  morning  to  see  an  eminent 
medical  friend,  who  had  been  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  colic,  and 
who  was  now  thought  to  be  dying,  after  a  night  of  extreme  suffering 
with  this  disease.  Applying  my  ear  to  the  abdomen,  I  immediately 
assured  him  that  a  regular  peristaltic  action  was  restored,  and  that  the 
danger  was  over.  He  replied  that  he  experienced  no  relief  of  symptoms, 
saw  little  reason  for  encouragement,  and  felt  as  though  he  could  survive 
but  a  short  time.  The  pain  was  now  severe  and  increasing  ;  and  it  was 
more  than  two  hours  from  this  time  before  the  apprehensions  of  the 
patient,  and  of  his  friends  generally,  were  at  all  relieved.  In  this  case, 
as  in  many  others  that  I  have  observed,  it  was  full  three  hours,  after  my 
confident  assurance  that  the  disease  had  made  a  favorable  crisis,  before 
there  was  any  evacuation  from  the  bowels. 

In  March,  1847,  I  was  called  at  night  to  a  man  affected  with  colic. 
After  the  usual  precursory  symptoms,  he  had  now,  for  about  two  hours, 
suffered  severe  pain,  which  had  suddenly  increased  within  the  last  few 
minutes,  so  that  he  could  hardly  be  confined  to  the  bed.  The  applica- 
tion of  the  ear  discovered  a  regular  active  peristaltic  motion.  I  con- 
cluded that  this  was  a  case,  such  as  are  sometimes  observed,  of  a  spon- 
taneous restoration  of  peristaltic  motion,  and  that  this  returning  motion 
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had  caused  the  present  sudden  increase  of  pain.  As  the  pain  had  not 
continued  long  enough  to  induce  any  considerable  inflammation  or  sore- 
ness of  the  intestines,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  assure  him,  that  if  he  would 
keep  warm  in  bed,  the  pain  would  soon  subside.  I  remained  with  him 
about  thirty  minutes,  and  left  him  in  a  quiet  sleep — not  taking  to  my- 
self the  credit  of  a  cure,  as  I  might  have  done,  had  not  auscultation 
informed  me  that  a  spontaneous  natural  action  had  rendered  medication 
unnecessary. 

Pathologists  entertain  different  opinions  in  reference  to  the  immediate 
cause  of  colic.  Some,  with  Cullen,  consider  the  symptoms  as  owing  to 
a  spasmodic  constriction  of  the  intestines  ;  while  Abercrombie  and  others 
attribute  the  inaction  of  the  intestines  to  torpor,  or  a  loss  of  their  mus- 
cular power.  I  am  inclined  to  the  latter  opinion — to  attribute  the  inac- 
tion of  the  intestines  to  a  suspension  of  the  motor  nervous  influence,  and 
the  supervening  pain  to  a  morbid  excitement  of  the  sensitive  nerves. 
Such  an  association  of  paralysis  of  motion,  with  morbid  sensibility,  is  not 
uncommon  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Paralysis  of  the  limbs  is  often 
attended  with  paroxysms  of  severe  pain  :  and  in  a  painful  sciatica,  and 
in  neuralgia  of  various  parts  of  the  system,  the  motor  nervous  influence  is 
usually  more  or  less  diminished. 

It  is  well  known,  however,  that  all  the  symptoms  of  colic  are  pro- 
duced by  any  obstruction  which  mechanically  arrests  the  motion  through 
any  portion  of  the  intestines  ;  as  in  strangulated  hernia,  involution  of  the 
intestines,  and  in  cases  of  obstruction  from  impacted  faeces,  calculi,  or 
any  solid  substances  in  the  intestinal  canal.  It  is  remarkable,  moreover, 
that  the  same  results  are  caused  by  sympathy  of  the  intestines  with  ob- 
struction in  other  parts ;  as  a  foreign  substance  in  the  cul-de-sac  of  the 
appendix  vermiformis,  calculi  in  the  ureters,  gall-stones  in  the  biliary 
ducts,  and  also  in  severe  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea. 

In  all  these  affections,  in  some  stages  of  the  complaints  at  least,  there 
is  the  same  total  suspension  of  peristaltic  motion,  which  occurs  in  colic. 
When  the  mechanical  obstruction  is  obviated  in  these  complaints,  as  in  the 
relief  of  the  strangulation  in  hernia,  it  is  commonly  observed  that  the 
relief  is  immediately  succeeded  by  a  rumbling  sound  in  the  intestines, 
which  is  usually  followed  by  alvine  evacuations. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  explain  how  these  various  mechanical  obstruc- 
tions should  cause  a  suspension  of  the  motor  nervous  influence  in  the  in- 
testines ;  but  from  my  observations  I  may  assert  that  there  is  commonly 
(I  would  not  say  invariably)  the  same  numb,  heavy  sensation,  preceding 
the  pain  and  other  violent  symptoms,  that  I  have  described  as  constitut- 
ing the  forming  stage  of  colic. 

[To  be  continued.] 


J.  S.  J'S  REMEDY  FOR.  WORMS. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journnl.  ] 

In  No.  13,  Vol.  XL.,  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  there 
is  a  communication  from  a  correspondent,  J.  S.  J.,  on  the  subject  of 
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intestinal  worms.  The  writer  has  made  a  very  material  and  important 
omission  in  not  disclosing  the  "  treatment."  He  says,  "  accident  placed 
at  his  disposal  the  knowledge  of  a  seed  from  which  an  emulsion  was 
made.  This,  aided  by  adjunct  remedies,  all  of  harmless  nature,  given 
in  fifteen  cases  of  tape-worm,  has  not  failed,  once,  within  twenty-four 
hours  to  expel  the  worm."  He  says,  "  the  seed  is  as  common  as  that  of 
the  apple  or  orange  " — but  further  saith  not ;  consequently  the  whole  of  his 
communication  has  no  more  point  in  it,  than  if  he  had  said  "  he  had 
discovered  a  new  remedy  for  worms,  "  and  added  no  more.  Now  may  1 
ask  of  him,  through  you,  to  state  in  the  Journal  what  the  remedy  is,  and 
how  he  administers  it  ?  W.  A.  Gillespie. 

Louisa  Co.,  Va.,June  11,  1849. 


HELONIAS  DI^CIA— UNICORN  PLANT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having,  for  nine  years  past,  used  this  article  in  certain  forms  of 
disease,  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  found  very  beneficial  results  to  accrue, 
1  feel  desirous  of  introducing  it  to  the  profession.* 

The  affections  for  which  it  is  peculiarly  applicable,  are  such  as  have 
their  origin  in  atony  of  the  generative  organs  of  both  sexes,  but  particu- 
larly those  of  the  female. 

In  leucorrhcea  1  consider  it  invaluable.  This,  as  we  are  all  well  aware, 
is  a  source  of  infinite  annoyance  to  the  patient.  How  often  do  we  hear 
complaints  of  "  pains  in  the  head,  side,  back  and  loins,  loss  of  strength, 
failure  of  appetite,  chilliness,  dejection  of  spirits,  and  occasionally  difficult 
respiration,  palpitation,  fainting,  swelling  of  the  extremities,"  &c.  &c.  Our 
first  impressions  may  be  that  we  have  a  formidable  organic  malady  to  con- 
tend with,  but  upon  making  further  investigation  we  find  that  the  patient, 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  has  had  leucorrhoea,  and  perhaps  at  the  cata- 
menial  period  an  undue  flow  of  that  secretion.  It  is  in  such  circum- 
stances that  the  unicorn,  judiciously  administered,  has  produced  the  most 
happy  results.  I  use  it  with  a  confidence  I  attach  to  no  other  medicine. 
Under  its  influence,  the  patient,  whose  life  heretofore  has  been  almost 
a  burden,  soon  revives.  Her  uncomfortable  sensations  vanish,  and  ulti- 
mately an  entire  recovery  of  health  and  strength  is  established. 

This  article  may  be  given  in  the  form  of  powder,  tincture,  or  syrup. 
It  can  be  found  at  Mr.  Wm.  Brown's,  481  Washington  street,  Boston. 
The  syrup  is  the  most  eligible,  and  Mr.  Brown  has  prepared  this  in  an 
exceedingly  compact  and  elegant  manner.  Dose  of  the  powder,  3jss.  ; 
of  the  tincture,  f  3  j.  ;  of  the  syrup,  f  3  iij.  ;  to  be  taken  three  times  a-day, 
half  an  hour  before  the  ordinary  meals.  The  quantity  may  be  increased 
if  the  patient  bears  it  well,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case,  but  in 
irritable  stomachs  nausea  is  sometimes  produced,  when  it  will  be  necessary 
to  diminish,  rather  than  to  augment  the  dose.  I.  G.  Braman. 

Brighton,  June  2lst,  1849. 


*  Unicom  is  employed  by  the  disciples  of  the  botanical  school,  as  a  curative  agent.  Vide 
Mattson. 
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CASE  OF  ALLEGED  CONSPIRACY  TO  CONFINE  A  MAN  IN  A  LUNA- 
TIC ASYLUM. 

[A  Letter  to  the  Editors  of  the  New  York  "  Home  Journal,"  dated  Philadelphia,  April,  184(J.] 

The  case  of  alleged  conspiracy  to  confine  a  sane  man  in  an  Insane  Asy- 
lum, to  rob  him  of  his  property,  has  excited  our  city  in  an  unusual  man- 
ner, and  given  rise  to  many  unfounded  rumors,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
correct  through  the  medium  of  your  widely  circulated  paper. 

The  case  of  Morgan  Hinchman  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  on 
record,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  and  I  trust  it  may  prove 
the  last.  One  hundred  and  fifty  witnesses  have  been  examined,  one 
month  occupied  in  the  trial,  and  the  jury,  after  being  out  near  five  days, 
have  rendered  a  verdict  of  $10,000  damages  against  seven  of  the  defend- 
ants out  of  the  fourteen  originally  indicted.  The  representations,  with 
which  the  public  mind  was  filled,  created  an  idea  of  wrong  and  outrage 
without  a  parallel.  A  man  of  perfectly  sound  mind,  a  shrewd,  active, 
intelligent  Quaker,  was  suddenly  seized  by  six  conspirators,  dragged  from 
his  business  and  his  family,  his  loving  wife  and  little  children,  and  forcibly 
confined  in  the  insane  asylum  at  Frankfort,  Pa.,  six  miles  from  Philadel- 
phia, and  there  imprisoned  for  six  months  among  raving  lunatics  and 
madmen,  by  whom  he  was  assaulted  and  frightfully  abused.  That  all  this 
shocking  violence  was  done  to  get  possession  of  his  property.  The  city 
has  been  shocked,  and  a  cry  of  vengeance  raised  against  the  perpetrators 
of  an  outrage  which  shames  the  Spanish  inquisition  or  the  dungeons  of 
the  Bastile.  The  most  frightful  pictures  have  been  conjured  up,  and  so 
artfully  arranged  and  widely  disseminated,  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
our  citizens  would,  if  on  the  jury,  not  only  give  the  40,000  dollars  which 
Mr.  Hinchman  claims  as  damages,  but  would  actually  send  the  defend- 
ants to  the  State  prison  for  life.  Indeed,  the  recital  of  the  plaintiffs 
wrongs  and  sufferings  by  his  counsel  and  the  principal  witness,  filled  the 
crowded  court-room  with  grief,  and  audible  sobs  from  some,  while  the 
counsel,  portions  of  the  jury,  and  the  venerable  judge  himself,  shed  tears. 
It  was  a  scene  to  move  the  stoutest  heart. 

Is  there  not,  possibly,  some  excuse  for  these  defendants  ?  I  ask  this 
with  that  confidence  which  a  fair  and  candid  examination  of  the  evidence 
warrants,  and  I  will  lay  the  proof  before  your  intelligent  readers.  I  ask 
it  in  vindication  of  an  institution  which  is  the  boast  of  Philadelphia  and 
an  honor  to  the  country.  I  ask  it  in  vindication  of  the  abused  and 
maligned  character  of  a  large,  a  quiet,  and  intelligent  class  of  our  citizens, 
who,  since  the  days  of  William  Penn,  their  illustrious  progenitor,  have 
been  conspicuous  for  active  benevolence  and  christian  philanthropy.  I 
ask  it  in  sympathy  for  an  aged,  slandered  mother,  an  afflicted  wife,  and 
affectionate  sisters.  And,  above  all,  I  ask  it  in  vindication  of  the  character 
of  our  city,  thus  stigmatized  as  the  scene  of  such  crimes.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  evidence  is  clear  and  full,  that  the  offence,  if  offence  there  has 
been,  was  done  by  the  mother  and  the  wife,  urged  thereto  by  his  own 
sisters  and  his  wife's  sisters — the  members  of  both  his  own  family  and  his 
wife's  family.  That  all  that  was  done  was  from  the  most  kind  and  con- 
scientious motives ;  in  the  language  of  his  mother,  "  had  I  loved  my  son 
less,  I  should  not  have  done  as  1  did.    It  was  for  his  benefit,  and  no  other 
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earthly  consideration,  induced  his  wife  and  me  to  have  him  taken  to  the 
asylum." 

The  asylum  is  pleasantly  situated,  without  any  appearance  of  bars, 
grated  windows,  or  any  other  outward  signs  to  indicate  its  character.  It 
has  a  fine  library,  gardens,  and  extensive  grounds  for  the  use  of  patients, 
and  is,  altogether,  admirably  adapted  to  its  design.  The  establishment 
was  created  by  a  number  of  benevolent  Friends,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$75,000,  and  is  under  the  care  of  managers,  who  not  only  receive 
nothing  for  their  disinterested  services,  but  actually  aid  in  defraying  its 
current  expenses  out  of  their  own  pockets.  It  is  purely  beneficial,  with 
no  view  to  profit.  Such  is  the  institution  ;  such  the  managers,  some  of 
whom  have,  for  the  sake  of  three  dollars  per  week,  the  amount  received 
for  his  board,  maliciously  conspired  to  rob  the  plaintiff  of  his  little 
property  ! 

It  will  occupy  too  much  space  to  go  over  the  testimony  of  thirty  or 
forty  witnesses  who  testify  to  the  insanity — of  his  dashing  himself  down, 
without  apparent  cause,  and  rolling  himself  over  and  over — of  keeping  a 
hog  in  his  kitchen — stripping  himself  naked  in  his  kitchen,  to  bathe  in 
the  presence  of  a  female — getting  respectable  Quaker  ladies  into  a  wagon, 
under  false  pretences,  and  dashing  through  the  streets  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives,  with  a  young  horse  unbroken  to  harness. 

These  may  be  termed  small  matters,  but  in  the  aggregate  they  are 
clearly  evidences  of  a  singular  mind.  Many  of  the  witnesses,  though 
unable  to  give  the  particular  or  precise  language  made  use  of  by  the 
defendant,  owing  to  the  lapse  of  time  (two  years),  and  not  having  charged 
their  memories  with  the  incoherences,  so  called,  were  nevertheless  clear 
and  unreserved  in  their  positive  belief.  The  physician  of  the  asylum, 
who  had  for  seventeen  years  officiated  there,  Dr.  Evans,  says,  after 
describing  his  physical  diseases,  that  "  there  was  a  morbid  irritation  of 
the  brain,  interfering  with  the  healthy  performance  of  its  functions,  and 
producing  partial  insanity  ;  which  insanity  was  manifested  by  perverted 
moral  feelings,  especially  in  relation  to  his  family."  The  doctor  gives 
several  striking  and  singular  proofs  of  his  conduct  while  under  medical 
treatment  in  the  asylum — such  as  his  delusion  in  regard  to  a  loathsome 
disease,  which  he  persisted  for  months  in  believing  he  was  afflicted  with, 
notwithstanding  the  doctor's  positive  assurance  to  the  contrary — and  s 
t{  his  assuring  me  that  his  wife,  his  mother  and  sister-in-law  were  all 
crazy — his  anguish  of  mind,  in  believing  he  was  confined  in  the  asylum 
as  a  punishment  for  having  robbed  the  bank.  His  feelings  towards  his 
wife  and  mother  fluctuated,  sometimes  saying  they  had  acted  from  the 
best  motives,  and  admitting  that  his  treatment  was  right  and  proper.  I 
believe,"  continues  the  doctor,  "  it  was  to  be  expected  that,  unless 
measures  had  been  taken  for  his  immediate  cure,  he  would  be  likely  to 
become  more  and  more  deranged,  and  finally  incurable.  I  think  the 
disease  could  be  best  treated  by  placing  him  in  this  institution,  and  that 
it  was  kindness  to  him  to  place  him  there  under  treatment.  It  is  gener- 
ally desirable  that  a  patient  should  be  removed  from  his  family,  and  no 
doubt  exists  that  he  was  benefited  by  seclusion,  quiet  and  medical  treat- 
ment, which  gradually  restored  him  to  health." 
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Dr.  Kirkbride,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  testified  that  there  are 
species  of  insanity  which  do  not  affect  the  reasoning  faculties,  and  that 
such  always  require  medical  treatment  and  restraint.  That  the  earlier 
such  patients  are  subjected  to  treatment,  the  earlier  will  be  their  recovery. 
This  was  presumed  to  be  Hinchman's  case,  as,  in  ordinary  affairs,  he  was 
shrewd  and  intelligent — at  times  remarkably  so. 

Dr.  Worthington,  Dr.  Evans,  Dr.  Kite  and  Dr.  Griscom,  "  prosecuted 
as  conspirators  "  in  this  case,  are  all  gentlemen  of  the  first  standing, 
distinguished  alike  for  benevolence,  humanity  and  professional  talent. 

But,  passing  all  the  great  mass  of  testimony,  we  come  at  once  to  the 
mother's.    This  is  every  way  important.    Jn  considering  this,  it  is  proper 
to  state  that  Mrs.  Hinchman  was  left  a  widow  and  destitute  when  her 
son  Morgan  was  seven  years  old  ;  that  she  brought  up  her  family  of  five 
children,  and,  by  her  own  untiring  exertions,  educated  them  all  in  a  man- 
ner that  extorted  the  highest  encomiums  from  the  judge  in  his  charge  to 
the  jury.    She  was  proved  by  her  own  children,  and  by  the  united  testi- 
mony of  several  highly  respectable  witnesses,  to  have  been  a  "  most  kind, 
affectionate  and  conscientious  mother."    The  testimony  of  this  mother — 
extorted  from   her  reluctant  lips — is  entitled  to  reasonable  credence, 
supported,  as  it  is,  by  her  solemn  affirmation,  and  by  near  forty  other 
witnesses.    How,  with  such  evidence,  and  under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  possible  to  doubt  that  mother's  story,  we  cannot  conceive ;  when, 
especially,  we  consider  that  the  wife  of  Morgan  Hinchman  poured  her 
own  fears  and  sorrows  into  that  same  mother's  bosom.    As  the  judge,  in 
his  charge,  observed,  that  wife,  who  knew  his  every  action,  who  felt 
every  pulsation  of  his  heart,  she  best  knew  the  true  condition  of  her 
husband,  and  the  necessity  for  pursuing  the  course  they  did.    The  guilt, 
if  any,  centres  upon  these  two.    The  crime  of  the  other  "conspirators," 
consisted  in  yielding  to  the  prayers  of  the  mother  and  wife  to  aid  in 
saving  one  whom  they  tenderly  loved.    The  mother,  Mrs.  Eliza  W. 
Hinchman,  under  her  solemn  affirmation,  declared  as  follows  : — "  I  was 
always  on  terms  of  the  closest  intimacy  and  most  affectionate  feeling  with 
Margaretta,  my  son's  wife.    Morgan's  behavior  was  at  times  unaccounta- 
ble ;  his  very  nature  and  disposition  seemed  changed.    Though  he  had 
always  before  been  amiable,  kind  and  affectionate  in  his  disposition,  and 
lively  and  cheerful,  he  became  morose,  sullen  and  moody — would  not 
speak  when  spoken  to — so  different  from  his  natural  manner,  I  concluded 
it  must  arise  from  a  perversion  of  right  feeling,  an  alienation  of  his  mind 
and  affections.    He  came  to  my  house  with  his  wife,  in  an  highly  excited 
state,  wringing  his  hands  and  crying  vehemently,  and  told  me  he  had 
been  a  defaulter  in  the  Penn  Township  Bank  (of  which  Morgan  was 
then  a  teller).    He  said  he  believed  he  would  have  to  stand  up  in  meet- 
ing and  confess  what  he  had  done.    I  said  to  his  wife  : — '  Surely  he  is 
crazy — he  never  could  have  done  this.'    He  said  then,  in  the  presence 
of  his  sister  Anna,  his  wife,  and  myself  and  my  mother,  it  had  been  made 
known  to  him  that  if  he  did  not  stand  up  and  confess,  his  first-born  child 
would  be  taken  from  him.    He  said  this  confession  was  to  be  made  in 
the  North  Friends  Meeting,  and  I  was  afraid  for  several  weeks  to  go  to 
meeting  lest  I  should  see  him  do  it.    I  said  it  could  not  be  true  ;  but  if  it 
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was,  I  told  him  to  make  instant  restitution  ;  to  go  to  the  bank  and  pay 
every  cent,  principal  and  interest,  and  then  come  away  from  that  bank, 
if  thee  has  nothing  but  thy  coat  left  to  thy  back.  I  said  if  he  paid  every 
cent  back  he  would  be  forgiven  by  his  fellow-man  and  by  his  Almighty 
Judge."  He  did  pay  it  back.  (This  is  partly  confirmed  by  Mr.  Russell, 
the  cashier  of  the  bank,  who  testified  to  the  missing  of  the  money  some 
time  back,  of  Morgan's  confessing  he  took  it,  and  that  he  then  paid  it 
back,  six  hundred  dollars,  principal  and  interest ;  and  though  he  asked 
to  be  permitted  to  remain  at  his  desk  the  day  out,  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  at  once.) 

The  mother  details  at  length  her  visit  to  the  son's  farm,  where  she 
went  to  recruit  her  health,  her  confinement  in  the  city  having  produced 
great  debility,  weakness  of  the  breast,  and  spitting  of  blood.  On  the 
road,  with  two  stout  young  horses,  he  complained  so  much  of  the  load 
being  heavy,  that  she  asked  him  "  how  much  ?  "  He  replied,  "  about 
one  hundred  pounds."  She  got  out  and  walked.  After  a  while  she  got 
in  again,  and  on  his  continuing  to  complain  of  the  load,  she  again  got  out 
and  walked.  "  The  next  morning  his  wife  asked  me  to  go  with  her 
into  the  orchard  to  get  some  nice  sweet  apples.  They  commenced  pick- 
ing from  that  particular  tree,  because  they  would  bake  so  nicely  without 
sugar.  Her  son  came  up,  appeared  highly  excited  and  exasperated, 
wrenched  the  little  basket  violently  from  his  wife's  hand,  and  told  us  to 
go  to  another  tree.  We  had  done  nothing  to  exasperate  him.  His  wife 
remonstrated,  but  made  no  resistance,  saying  to  him  she  wanted  those 
apples  because  they  cooked  so  nicely  without  sugar.  I  told  her  to  hold 
her  apron  and  I  would  knock  some  down  for  her,  for  she  had  as  good 
right  to  the  apples  as  he  had,  as  her  money  helped  to  buy  the  farm.  He 
then  seized  me  violently  by  the  arm,  and  commenced  dragging  me  ;  find- 
ing he  could  not  get  me  along  in  that  way,  he  gave  me  a  kind  of  twist 
over  the  shoulder,  and  in  that  way  was  dragging  me,  when  my  cries 
brought  assistance.  I  sat  on  the  ground  weeping  for  some  time.  My 
colored  woman  helped  me  into  the  house,  and  into  bed,  where  I  was 
bathed  with  something  which  Margaretta  prepared.  A  wagon  was 
obtained  the  next  day,  and  as  I  was  going  away,  Morgan  came  out, 
more  like  himself,  and  said  :  "  Why,  mother,  thee  is  not  going?"  (Great 
stress  is  laid  upon  her  not  shaking  hands  with  him,  at  parting ;  but  we 
should  suppose  that,  after  such  treatment,  some  manifestation  of  disap- 
probation and  displeasure  was  natural,  if  not  quite  proper.  Much,  also, 
is  laid  on  the  remark  made  by  the  mother,  as  to  the  wife's  right  to  the 
apples.  This  may  have  been  injudicious,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that 
much  depends  upon  the  tone  and  temper  in  which  this  "  gentle  rebuke  " 
of  the  mother  was  uttered,  while  some  allowance  is  certainly  due  for  the 
unnatural  and  ungenerous  provocation.  The  bruises  received  by  the 
aged  mother  required  medical  treatment  for  a  week.  This  occurrence 
was  in  1845.  It  was  made  the  subject  of  inquiry  at  the  meeting  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  but  not  at  her  instance.  The  mother  testifies  that  on 
this,  as  on  the  Bank,  and  other  occasions,  she  told  no  one.  She  tried  to 
conceal  her  son's  infirmities,  and  has  never  said  anything  about  them 
until  forced  to  do  so.) 


Hinchman1  s  Case. 


421 


"  His  wife  had  always  been  a  most  kind,  affectionate  and  devoted  wife. 
She  came  to  my  house,  saying  her  husband  had  refused  to  bring  her, 
that  he  was  in  a  highly  excited  state.  We  believed  his  situation  was 
such  as  to  require  the  immediate  steps  we  took.  (The  conversation .  of 
the  wife  was  ruled  out,  though  this  would  have  showed  the  state  of  in- 
sanity, and  was,  in  fact,  the  actual  foundation  of  the  decision  then  come 
to.    She  was  apprehensive  of  her  own  safety,  and  that  of  her  children.) 

After  their  course  had  been  fully  concluded  on,  the  Richies,  brothers- 
in-law,  were  applied  to.  "  They  positively  refused  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  it,  unless  it  was  the  wife's  wish.  These  brothers  had  been 
Morgan's  securities  at  bank,  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving,  and  were  ac- 
tuated, the  mother  says,  by  the  kindest  motives.  It  is  important  to  show 
who  were  the  first  and  prime  movers  in  this  alleged  conspiracy.  They 
were  the  mother  and  wife.  Next  come  the  two  Richies,  who,  in  being 
appealed  to,  said,  in  the  language  of  the  mother,  "  that,  unless  our 
minds  were  made  up,  as  to  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  the  step,  they 
would  have  no  hand  in  it.  We  told  them  it  was ;  I  mean  his  wife,  his 
wife's  sister,  his  own  sister,  and  myself."  Here,  then,  are  the  con- 
spirators. 

The  plaintiff  Hinchman  himself,  after  having  been  in  the  Asylum 
some  months,  furnishes  the  best  evidence  of  his  having  been  safely 
placed  where  he  was.  He  had  the  whole  range  of  the  grounds  attached 
to  the  Asylum,  some  sixty  acres,  yet  never  went  off ;  or  if  he  did  go  off, 
was  always  sure  to  come  back.  He  visited  a  distant  friend  (Shoe- 
makers), staid  all  night,  and  when  in  that  friend's  carriage,  next  morning, 
insisted  on  getting  out  and  walking,  when  near  the  Asylum,  with  the 
avowed  reason  "  that  his  return  might  be,  as  it  really  was,  entirely  vol- 
untary !  "  Another  witness,  Philip  S.  Justice,  testifies  that  he  was 
riding  in  the  neighborhood^  the  Asylum,  and  met  a  man  on  the  road, 
of  whom  he  asked  the  way.  He  noticed  he  had  a  wild,  deranged  ap- 
pearance. The  man  said,  "  do  you  not  know  me  ?"  The  witness  did 
not,  had  never  seen  him  before.  i(  Why,"  said  he,  "  I  am  Morgan 
Hinchman  ;  my  friends  have  put  me  in  that  Asylum,  but  I  don't  think  I 
am  insane."  He  said  they  had  "  killed  his  child  ;  and  his  wife  promised 
to  come  when  the  grass  grew,  but  she  had  not."  He  said  he  had  made 
his  escape,  but  then  added,  "  I  am  out  on  parole,  but  I  don't  think  I'll 
go  back,  but  I'll  get  a  lawyer."  After  ten  minutes  conversation  the  wit- 
ness drove  on,  and  then  looking  back,  saw  Morgan  climbing  over  the 
fence,  anxiously  struggling  to  get  back  into  the  Asylum. 

If  this  is  not  a  full  admission  of  his  having  been  of  a  singular  mind, 
and  of  the  good  motives  of  his  friends  in  placing  him  where  he  was  re- 
ceiving such  kind  treatment  as  his  disorder  required,  then  is  the  English 
language  incapable  of  expressing  a  solemn,  self-evident  truth.  The  idea 
of  his  being  restrained  by  "  parole,"  is  simply  ridiculous,  unless  he  was 
fully  conscious  of  its  justice  and  propriety.  "  Paroles,"  with  kidnap- 
pers and  malicious  conspirators  or  robbers,  are  never  kept,  never  binding  ; 
and  if  he  was  not  conscious  of  this,  it  is  only  another  proof  his  folly  ; 
yet  all  the  evidence  shows  he  was  not  a  fool.  This  decision  in  his  own 
case,  made  by  himself,  when  out  and  at  liberty,  is  a  very  significant  deci- 
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sion,  upon  which  the  defendants  were  entitled  to  some  mercy,  and  without 
a  particle  of  other  testimony. 

Besides  the  large  number  of  witnesses  who  positively  testify  to  the 
insanity,  from  supposed  knowledge,  those  fourteen  persons  whose  mouths 
have  been  closed,  as  defendants,  in  the  case,  could  have  given  some 
evidence  of  his  most  suspicious  conduct,  and  so  of  his  own  mother,  and 
his  own  wife,  his  sisters  and  brothers.  They  have  testified  to  the  same 
truth,  and,  moreover,  under  the  most  solemn  influences,  that  mother  has 
told  her  story  ;  her  long-indulged  fears,  and  their  causes ;  and  in  the 
most  clear  and  impressive  manner,  has  shown  that  whatever  was  done 
against  Morgan  Hinchman,  her  son,  was  done  under  the  most  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  duty  ;  done  for  his  own  good,  from  the  best  of  all 
possible  motives,  and  done  in  a  spirit  of  affection  and  love. 

The  character  of  this  mother  is  unimpeached — it  is  unimpeachable. 
The  plaintiff's  own  counsel,  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  declared  they 
would  not,  and  did  not,  impeach  it.  She  has  been  proved,  in  that 
court,  to  possess  a  character  without  reproach,  and  on  her  testimony 
alone  there  cannot,  there  does  not,  exist  a  single  earthly  stain.  Had 
she  a  motive  for  so  shocking  an  outrage  against  her  son,  as  is  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  ?  Is  she  capable  of  periling  her  own  soul  with 
the  guilt  of  perjury  ?  Her  testimony  may  outweigh  that  of  a  thousand 
witnesses  who  testify  to  what  they  never  saw,  of  what  they  never 
heard,  of  acts  and  conduct  which,  never  having  witnessed,  they  can  have 
no  knowledge  of. 

The  verdict,  at  length  brought  in,  I  have  little  hope  will  be  set  aside, 
though,  on  separately  examining  the  members  of  the  jury,  there  was 
evidence  that  all  the  jury  had  not  a  fair  conception  of  who  they  had 
found  for  or  against.  Much  of  the  deep-rooted  prejudice  to  which  I  re- 
fer as  existing  here,  may  be  traced  to  the  early,  one-sided  publications, 
and  the  great  length  of  the  testimony,  which  prevented  many  from 
giving  it  the  candid  examination  it  merited.  It  is  a  common  remark 
here  that  "  we  did  not  read  all— -there  was  so  much  of  it  we  got  tired." 
Now,  as  all  the  plaintiff's  stories  and  evidence  was  brought  in  first,  that 
had  the  first  chance  and  took  the  deepest  hold.  So  deep,  indeed,  that, 
with  some  minds,  a  Niagara  cataract  of  truth  could  make  no  after 
impression. 

I  have  been  cautioned  against  making  any  publication  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  trust  a  fair  expression  of  opinion  upon  this  remarkable  case, 
and  some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  that  opinion  is  based,  will  not  sub- 
ject the  writer  to  prosecution  at  the  hands  of  those  who  may  desire  either 
to  muzzle  or  intimidate  the  press.  However  much  the  low  and  grovel- 
ling character  of  a  certain  class  of  papers  has  had  a  tendency  to  de- 
grade, in  public  estimation,  the  newspaper  press,  and  render  its  boasted 
liberty  a  reproach,  the  time  cannot  yet  have  arrived  when  any  fair  and 
honest  expression  of  sentiment,  or  statement  literally  confined  to  evidence 
given  publicly,  openly,  in  a  court  of  justice,  upon  any  subject,  is  a  crime 
or  an  offence. 

If  the  public  press  is  to  be  muzzled,  or  only  let  loose  on  one  side — 
if  respectable,  exemplary  females  are  to  be  held  up  as  monsters — if  a 
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large,  quiet,  inoffensive  class  of  citizens  can  be  blackened  as  wicked  and 
malicious  conspirators,  and  their  mild,  benevolent  institutions  denounced 
as  barbarous  inquisitions  and  inhuman  dens — if  our  most  excellent  phy- 
sicians can  be  stigmatized  as  base  conspirators,  and  the  reputation  of  our 
city  be  seriously  assailed,  and  our  best  citizens  made  objects  of  suspi- 
cion, distrust  and  dread  to  the  stranger  and  to  the  country — if,  1  say, 
all  this  can  be  done,  and  no  word  of  forbearance  be  allowed  to  escape 
through  a  single  press  of  the  city,  then  have  we  as  perfect  a  censorship 
of  the  press  as  any  kingly  despot  or  foe  to  human  liberty  could  desire. 
But  I  have  no  such  apprehensions.  I  give  this  defence  of  the  perse- 
cuted to  the  public  with  entire  confidence  that  my  motives  will  be  truly 
appreciated  ;  and  I  give  my  address  to  the  editors  with  the  request  that 
it  shall  be  promptly  given  up  to  whoever  may  apply  for  it.  I  shrink 
from  no  responsibility,  and  will  willingly  meet  the  question  as  to  whether 
we  have  or  have  not  so  much  "  freedom  of  speech  "  and  "  liberty  of 
the  press "  as  may  warrant  one  honest  word  of  consolation  to  the 
afflicted. 
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Hinchman's  Case. — The  fact  that  a  man  of  the  name  of  Hinchman  had 
recently  recovered  heavy  damages  against  various  of  his  family  and  friends, 
for  a  conspiracy  in  placing  and  keeping  him  in  the  "  Friends'  Retreat  for 
Persons  deprived  of  their  Reason,"  near  Philadelphia,  has  been  sent 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  another  in  the  public  journals.  This,  as  an 
item  of  news,  was  natural  and  certainly  unobjectionable,  although  the 
one-sided  view  and  ungentle  commentaries,  frequently  indulged  in  by  those 
who  draw  their  conclusions  solely  from  ex  parte  statements,  or  from  the 
feeling  that  the  verdict  of  a  jury  is  infallible,  would  have  been  spared,  had 
the  writers  themselves  read  the  testimony  given  at  the  trial.  The  Trus- 
tees and  Physicians  of  the  Institution  were  honorably  discharged,  no 
shadow  of  wrong  doing  appearing  against  them.  The  sole  object  of  includ 
ing  them  in  the  suit,  doubtless,  was  to  prevent  them,  the  only  actual  wit- 
nesses of  the  man's  true  condition,  from  testifying  on  the  trial. 

The  case  is  not  decided,  being  hung  up  for  a  new  trial,  which  it  is  de- 
voutly to  be  wished  may  have  its  venue  changed  to  some  part  of  the  State 
removed  from  the  control  of  that  somewhat  notorious  entity,  a  "  Philadel- 
phia jury." 

It  is  probable  that  after  alternate  decisions,  the  one  way  and  the  other, 
a  final  result  will  be  reached,  more  or  less  in  accordance  with  right  and 
justice,  as  the  copper  may  fall  heads  or  tails  up.  In  Vermont,  a  few  years 
ago,  it  was  customary,  in  all  trials,  to  have  a  process  known  as  "  trying 
the  rubber  " — each  party  having  a  right  to  a  review.  The  third  contest 
settled  the  question,  if  the  lives  and  estates  of  the  parties  held  out  to  the 
end  of  this  alchemy  of  "  the  perfection  of  reason."  There  were  piles  of 
oyster  shells  for  the  litigants,  whatever  became  of  the  oysters. 

The  summary  of  proof,  in  our  present  number,  drawn  from  the  testi- 
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mony  as  published  in  a  New  York  paper,  may  be  read  with  profit  by  that 
class  of  elevated  and  honorable  minds,  who  are  not  ready,  on  the  instant, 
to  believe  evil  against  their  neighbor,  and  by  whom  the  noble  maxim  of 
audi  alteram  partem  is  not  practically  unrecognized. 

Institutions  of  such  kind  as  the  Friends'  Retreat  demand  in  a  particular 
manner  that  generous  support  of  the  medical  profession  which  they  have 
so  long  and  so  well  received,  and  especially  against  vulgar  scandal  and 
petty  detraction.  There  is  a  morbid  curiosity  respecting  the  insane  and 
their  acts,  giving  rise  to  the  strange  propensity  we  find  in  hundreds  to 
visit  public  institutions,  as  they  would  menageries,  or  even  to  still  more  ex- 
ceptionable interferences  in  the  unthinking  and  illiterate.  Not  satisfied  with 
that  minute,  never  omitted  responsible  inspection  exercised  by  Boards  of 
Directors  and  Trustees,  selected  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Executive  from 
the  highest  moral  worth,  the  deepest  philanthropy,  and  the  keenest  practi- 
cal sagacity,  whose  personal  and  public  character  is  directly  involved  in  the 
management,  and  to  whom  the  admission,  keeping  and  discharge  of  each  in- 
mate is  entrusted,  we  find  volunteer  patrons  and  protectors,  not  exactly  of 
the  character  thnt  an  intelligent  public  would  select  for  such,  or  indeed  any 
other  office.  We  find,  also,  a  readiness  in  the  mob-spirit,  under  the  lead 
of  such  counsellors,  to  be  inflamed  by  the  most  absurd  rumors  and  ridicu- 
lous aspersions,  which  is  truly  wonderful.  At  Frankford  Asylum,  built 
by  875,000  of  peaceable  Quakers'  money — the  disinterested  advantages 
shared  to  all  the  necessitous  and  afflicted — the  militia  were  even  called  out 
at  the  instance  of  the  insurance  companies,  to  protect  this  noble  charity 
against  the  tender  mercies  of  a  "  Philadelphia  mob,"  collected  from  the 
high-souled  and  oppression-hating  alehouses  and  groggeries  of  the  pur- 
lieus of  that  great  city  of  mobs.  Had  no  property  rights,  except  those  of 
the  peaceful  Friends,  been  involved,  the  scenes  of  Mount  Benedict  would 
have  been  still  more  awfully  rehearsed  ! 

A  servant,  discharged  for  petty  larceny  or  abuse  ;  an  unrecovered  pa- 
tient, who  objects  to  his  temporary  protection  against  killing  his  friends  or 
firing  his  or  their  buildings;  an  inquisitive  neighbor,  who  had  refused  to 
give  a  single  night's  sitting  up  to  relieve  the  exhausted  friends  of  the  sick 
man,  and  had  been  refused  an  interview  which  he  had  no  right  to  ask  ;  or 
some  creature  in  human  form  (for  even  so  strong  cases  as  this  may  have 
happened),  infuriated  because  the  officers  of  an  institution  recoiled  from 
co-operating  to  make  an  unexceptionable  wife  a  permanent,  instead  of  a 
temporary,  inmate  of  their  walls,  can  easily  raise  a  breeze  of  calumny  in 
the  orbits  where  they  happen  to  move. 

The  medical  profession  in  many  parts  of  the  country  may  be  well  ex- 
cused for  having  little  confidence  in  the  decisions  of  courts  and  juries,  as 
regards  all  matters  touching  their  calling.  The  profound  ignorance  of 
lawyers  upon  all  matters  of  science,  is  reflected  to  a  jury,  upon  whom  a 
decision  of  some  nice  point  of  professional  practice  is  devolved,  when  no 
individual  member  of  court,  bar  or  jury,  would  trust  his  judicial  compeer 
to  administer  a  drench  to  his  horse,  if  sick.  Their  individual  ignorance 
when  combined  is  the  perfection  of  wisdom.  The  decisions  of  such  bo-i 
dies,  especially  in  cases  for  malpractice,  as  presented  time  after  time  in  our 
pages,  are  "  passing  strange."  The  weight  of  evidence  is  arrived  at  and 
handed  over  to  the  jury,  by  deducting  the  numbers  of  medical  men  who 
have  sworn  on  one  side,  from  the  sum  total  of  those  on  the  other— even  if 
such  a  balance  should  throw  Abernethy  and  Cooper,  Jackson  and  Warren, 
on  one  side,  and  Dr.  This  and  Dr.  That,  unheard  of  beyond  thew  own. 
sawmill  or  grocery,  on  the  other  ! 
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Fortunately  in  a  highly  cultivated  community,  such  as  it  is  our  happi- 
ness to  live  in,  all  questions  of  a  medical  character,  or  involving  professional 
reputation,  may  be  safely  trusted  to  our  courts  and  juries.  They  have 
enough  wisdom  and  not  too  much  pride  of  opinion  to  ask  for,  and  rely  upon 
the  skilful,  experienced  and  morally  elevated,  whose  characters  and  testi- 
mony are  the  dread  of  the  ignorant  and  empirical,  as  they  are  the  safe- 
guard and  stay  of  the  well  informed  and  conscientious. 

The  Judge  in  the  above  case,  it  appears  by  the  report,  had  to  deliberate 
over  night  whether  the  testimony  of  experts  was  admissible.  He  came,  of 
course,  to  that  only  conclusion  which  most  courts  would  have  needed  no 
time  to  pronounce. 


Cholera. — Many  of  our  readers  express  a  hope  that  every  item  of  cho~ 
lera  intelligence  will  be  given  in  the  Journal  from  week  to  week,  and  they 
further  seem  to  concur  in  a  desire  for  the  publication  of  the  true  system  of 
treatment.  The  daily  press  of  the  whole  country  anticipates  us  in  chroni- 
cling the  points  where  it  is  developed,  the  destruction  that  marks  its 
progress  ;  and  with  respect  to  remedies,  there  are  scarcely  two  physicians 
who  practise  alike  in  the  disease,  either  here  or  in  Europe.  It  is  there- 
fore impossible  to  comply  with  the  various  suggestions  and  requests  of 
gentlemen  abroad,  however  gratifying  it  might  be  to  do  so.  Our  pages  are 
open  for  discussion,  for  the  registering  of  and  for  the  diffusion  of  any  kind 
of  medical  instruction  that  may  be  serviceable  to  the  profession  or  the  peo- 
ple at  large. 

A  fearful  mortality  certainly  follows  the  appearance  of  the  cholera  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  ;  and  still  the  word  is,  among  some  physicians, 
there  is  nothing  to  fear,  it  being  harmless  in  its  character  and  perfectly  man- 
ageable. It  is  time  for  physicians  to  hold  their  peace,  rather  than  attempt 
promulgating  such  an  idea,  since  death  and  the  voice  of  the  whole  world 
belie  the  assertion.  We  shall  endeavor  to  find  room  in  our  pages  for  all 
that  may  be  considered  of  value  relating  to  the  disease,  and  correspondents 
are  requested  to  continue  their  aid  by  furnishing  whatever  is  of  that  cha- 
acter.    It  does  not  spread  in  this  city. 

Sick-room  Bedstead. — Dr.  Josiah  Buckman,  an  estimable  physician,  of 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  is  exhibiting  to  the  profession  of  Boston  a  very  ingeni- 
ously-constructed bedstead,  which  far  surpasses  all  that  have  been  previ- 
ously devised.  By  the  turn  of  a  winch,  the  patient  may  be  placed  in  any 
desirable  position,  bathed,  showered,  or  put  into  a  vapor  bath,  without  leav- 
ing the  bed.  Every  rich  man  should  have  one  in  his  house  ;  and  with  re- 
spect to  hospitals  and  charitable  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm,  would  it 
not  be  the  summit  of  benevolence  to  provide  each  and  all  of  them  with 
this  excellent  and  admirable  structure  ?  If  some  cabinetmaker  would 
commence  the  manufacture  at  once,  he  might  reap  a  harvest  of  patronage. 


Tracts  for  Cities. — A  series  of  cheap  pamphlets  are  in  the  course  of 
publication,  by  Edward  H.  Fletcher,  141  Nassau  street,  New  York,  that 
deserve  a  much  higher  order  of  notice  than  they  will  probably  receive  by 
the  press  generally.  Philanthropy  of  a  certain  kind  is  scarcely  marketable 
of  late,  and  those,  therefore,  who  propose  to  benefit  their  fellow  creatures 
with  tracts  upon  various  subjects  in  regard  to  morals,  health  and  happiness, 
are  not  half  so  welcome  as  they  would  be  with  a  gift  of  Christmas  goose, 
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a  fat  turkey,  or  a  dozen  of  London  porter.  Still,  the  man  who  writes 
for  the  million,  with  a  view  to  teaching  them  the  principles  of  social  com- 
fort, even  if  entirely  unconnected  with  the  most  elevated  of  all  pursuits, 
the  study  of  our  personal  duties  and  responsibilities  to  God,  and  ulti- 
mately succeeds  in  effecting  the  object,  is  a  far  greater  benefactor  than  the 
one  who  gives  a  loaf  of  bread,  not  because  he  delights  in  acts  of  charity, 
but  to  rid  himself  of  the  importunities  of  a  beggar.  Who  the  author  or 
authors  of  these  cheap  pamphlets  are,  we  know  not;  but  we  cannot  with- 
hold from  them  our  honor  and  respect.  Sound  philosophy  is  a  leading 
element  in  all  those  examined  by  us — and  better  still,  they  are  written  so  as 
to  be  understood.  One  of  the  reasons  why  there  are  so  many  abortive 
efforts  to  teach  the  ignorant  through  books,  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  circum- 
stance of  their  being  written  wholly  above  the  comprehension  of  those  for 
whom  they  are  designed.  If  such  people  are  to  be  raised,  those  who  pro- 
pose to  do  it  must  sloop  down,  instead  of  vainly  waiting  to  have  them  come 
up  by  simple  solicitation. 

That  part  of  the  Tracts  most  interesting  to  us,  regards  The  Popular  Vio- 
lations of  the  Laws  of  Health.  Many  persons  of  supposed  intelligence 
are  astonished  at  being  informed  that  health  is  actually  regulated  by  cer- 
tain ordinances,  established  in  nature.  The  idea  of  a  kind  of  haphazard 
condition  of  the  vital  functions  may  sometimes  flit  through  the  mind  ;  but 
that  there  is  an  orderly  succession  of  actions  going  on  in  the  interior  of 
the  body,  and  that  life,  health  and  disease,  are  influenced  by  them,  rarely 
becomes  the  subject  of  thought,  much  less  intense  or  profound  reflection. 
A  leading  object  in  these  Tracts  is  to  impress  very  common  minds  with 
certain  well-established  truths,  which  have  been  discovered  by  physiolo- 
gists ;  and  if  the  writers  succeed  in  doing  so,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
learners  will  not  disobey  injunctions  from  such  unerring  authority  as  na- 
ture herself.  We  shall  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  people  up  the  dark 
lanes,  in  the  cellars,  in  the  workshops,  the  factories,  on  shipboard,  and 
among  the  canals,  study  these  excellent  illustrations  of  the  causes  of  ill 
health,  epidemics,  &c,  as  well  as  the  method  of  securing  sound  health 
and  longevity.  Physicians  might  give  additional  weight  to  these  messen- 
gers of  domestic  happiness,  by  recommending  them  and  explaining  their 
utility  to  those  for  whom  they  were  specially  designed. 


Berkshire  Medical  College. — Accompanying  the  annual  announcement 
of  the  next  course  of  lectures  in  that  well-established  institution,  which 
will  commence  on  Thursday,  the  2d  of  August  next,  is  a  catalogue  of  the 
graduates  at  the  close  of  the  last  season,  as  follows  : — Julius  P.  Anthony, 
Henry  S.  Babbitt,  John  J.  Bagley,  William  C.  Bailey,  Clarence  M. 
Brovvnell,  John  Buchanan,  Warren  Byrns,  Lockhart  B.  Farrar,  Charles 
A.  Greene,  Ezra  L.  Griffin,  George  M.  Hall,  James  B.  Hawkes,  Edwin 
Haynes,  Charles  L.  Hubbell,  Samuel  W.  Jones,  Charles  A.  King,  Leman 
R.  Leach,  John  R.  Leal,  Henry  Miller,  David  C.  Powers,  William  Rus- 
sell, Tristram  Sanborn,  Herschell  D.  Spencer,  E.  Lewis  Warren.  John  H. 
W'elch,  J.  Bellamy  Whiting.  Dr.  Levi  Folsom,  Mass. ;  Dr.  Joseph  Gray, 
Penn.,  honorary  graduates. 


Physician  and  Patient. — Mention  was  made  last  week  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  new  work,  by  Worthington  Hooker,  M.D.,  of  Norwich,  Conn. 


Medical  Intelligence. 


427 


We  have  since  learned  lhat  it  will  be  speedily  brought  out  by  a  New 
York  publishing  house.  Those  who  have  had  access  to  the  manuscript, 
speak  enthusiastically  of  its  merits.  At  present  only  the  title  and  synopsis 
of  the  contents  can  be  given,  which,  however,  is  enough  to  show  that 
something  is  coming  of  no  ordinary  character.  The  title  is,  "  Physician 
and  Patient — or  a  Practical  View  of  the  Duties,  Relations  and  Interests 
of  the  Medical  Profession  and  the  Community."  The  titles  of  the  chapters 
are — uncertainty  of  medicine;  skill  in  medicine;  popular  errors;  quack- 
ery; Thomsonism  ;  homoeopathy;  natural  bone  setters;  good  and  bad 
practice  ;  theory  and  observation  ;  popular  estimates  of  physicians;  means 
of  removing  quackery  ;  intercourse  of  physicians  ;  interference  with  phy- 
sicians ;  mutual  influence  of  mind  and  body  in  disease;  insanity;  influ- 
ence of  hope  in  the  treatment  of  disease;  truth  in  our  intercourse  with  the 
sick;  moral  influence  of  physicians  ;  pleasures  and  trials  of  a  medical  life. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  physician  in  California  received  $150  for  four 
visits. — Madbury,  N.  H  ,  is  said  to  be  without  a  medical  practitioner.  Is 
there  a  parallel  to  this  in  the  United  States  ? — Rhubarb  stalks,  used  ex- 
tensively for  pies,  at  this  season,  are  thought  to  be  productive  of  diarrhoea 
and  other  difficulties  of  the  bowels. — According  to  Dr.  Goodall,  the  negro 
is  more  subject  to  the  cholera  than  the  white  man,  and  the  white  man 
more  than  the  white  woman. — Those  who  are  unwilling  to  believe  that  age 
destroys  the  powers  of  vision,  are  paying  large  fees  for  being  duped  with 
the  notion  that  their  old  optics  can  be  made  as  good  as  new  by  certain 
adroit  manipulations,  at  five  dollars  for  five  minutes.  It-is  a  gross  impo- 
sition.— In  the  city  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  which  commenced  its  existence 
only  three  years  ago,  there  are  IS  physicians.  It  is  destined  soon  to  be- 
come a  place  of  immense  manufacturing  importance. — It  is  very  sickly 
among  the  California  emigrants. — Dr.  G.  W.  Sanford  has  been  appointed 
Post  Master  at  TarifTVille,  Conn. — Dr.  David  Tucker  has  accepted  the 
appointment  of  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  at  the  Richmond 
Medical  College,  Virginia. — Dr.  A.  G.  Henry,  of  Springfield,  Illinois,  con- 
siders the  late  epidemic  disease  at  Sutton  and  Millbury,  Mass.,  to  have 
been  a  malignant  typhus  fever,  such  as  prevailed  at  Pekin,  on  the  Illinois 
river,  two  years  since. — Mrs.  Abigail  Morton  died  recently  at  Bristol,  Me., 
aged  one  hundred  years,  eleven  months  and  twelve  days. 


To  Correspondents.— Dr.  Page's  Remarks  on  Epidemic  Cholera  ;  Dr.  Tracy's  account  of 
Medicine  in  Siam,  and  his  case  of  Irregular  Scarlatina ;  and  Professor  Meeker's  case  of  Diseased 
Kidney,  have  been  received. 


Married,— Alexander  Jackson,  M.D.,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Reeves.— At  Nashua, 
N.  H.,  Dr.  Isaac  Ayling  to  Miss  E.  Chandler. 


Died, — At  VVolcotville,  Conn.,  Peter  Beardslee,  M.D.,  24. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  June  22d,  76.— Males,  40— females.  36. — 
Of  consumption,  14— scarlet  fever,  5— lung  fever,  4 — infantile,  8— dropsy  on  the  brain,  6 — 
dropsy,  1 — measles,  4— disease  of  the  heart,  2 — drowned,  3 — tumor,  1 — diarrhoea,  2— paralysis, 
2 — brain  fever,  2 — (eething,  2 — croup,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1  — 
typhus  fever,  2— accidental,  3— child-bed,  2— cholera  morbus,  3— old  age,  1— convulsions,  2— 
dysentery,  2— peritonitis,  1— rheumatic  fever.  1. 

Under  5  years,  32— between  5  and  20  years,  11— between  20  and  40  years,  16— between  40 
and  60  years,  10— over  60  years,  7. 
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Testimonial  to  Dr.  Forbes. — A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  this  testi- 
monial took  place  lately,  for  the  purpose'of  presenting  to  the  above-named 
gentleman  a  very  handsome  piece  of  plate,  designed  and  executed  by 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Duke  street.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  gentlemen  at- 
tended on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Stanley,  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  read  an  address,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  committee. 
The  address  stated  that  the  testimonial  was  intended  to  mark  the  approba- 
tion of  many  of  his  professional  brethren  for  the  manner  in  which  Dr. 
Forbes  had  conducted  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  and,  also, 
as  a  token  of  esteem  for  his  manly,  disinterested,  and  truthful  character. 
To  carry  out  these  views,  it  was  mentioned,  that  many  of  the  most  eminent 
members  of  the  profession,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  America  and 
the  Colonies,  had  come  forward  on  the  occasion.  After  presenting  the  ad- 
dress, Mr.  Stanley  proceeded  to  say,  that  he  most  cordially  concurred  in  its 
contents,  and  that  he  was  gratified  at  having  been  chosen  as  the  organ  of 
the  committee.  Dr.  Forbes  replied  in  a  complimentary  speech,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  while  the  committee  had  done  him  no  more  than  justice  in 
attributing  to  him  the  best  intentions  in  conducting  the  British  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  yet  he  could  not  accept  for  himself  the  eulogistic  terms 
in  which  the  character  and  influence  of  that  journal  had  been  alluded  to. 
It  was  chiefly  to  his  excellent  contributors,  that  the  literary  merit  of  the 
work  must  be  ascribed.  His  duties  had  been  restricted,  as  a  general  rule, 
to  supervision  and  correction  ;  it  was  only  occasionally  he  had  appeared  as 
an  original  contributor.  Yet  he  took  credit  to  himself  for  having  taken 
the  utmost  pains  to  ensure  not  only  able  reviews,  but  honest  ones — reviews 
unbiassed  by  personal  feelings  of  any  kind,  and  dictated  by  *o  friendly  or 
unfriendly  feeling.  The  editorship  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical 
.Review  had  been  to  him  no  ungracious  and  oppressive  task ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  had  been  a  source  of  the  highest  pleasure,  a  true  labor  of  love. 
But  had  it  been  otherwise,  he  would  have  been  recompensed  by  the  great 
honor  which  had  now  been  paid  to  him — an  honor,  the  remembrance  of 
which  he  should  cherish  to  the  latest  period  of  his  life. — London  Lancet. 


Albumen  in  the  Urine  of  Cholera  Patients. — It  appears  from  investiga- 
tions made  at  the  military  hospital  of  Val  de  Grace,  and  at  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
in  Dr.  Rostan's  wards,  that  albumen  exists  in  the  urine  of  cholera  patients, 
as  proved  by  the  nitric  acid  and  heat  tests.  Whenever  the  urine  was  tried, 
albumen  was  found  in  it,  and  this  took  place  with  as  many  as  thirty  pa- 
tients. This  substance  is,  however,  not  to  be  discovered  in  every  stage  of 
the  disease  ;  it  is  mostly  to  be  found  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack,  and 
three  or  four  days  after.  It  has  generally  seemed  that  the  presence  of 
albumen  was  in  keeping  with  the  severity  of  the  attack  ;  when  the  albumen 
diminishes  before  the  time  when  it  is  commonly  absent,  some  improvement 
may  be  foretold.  Dr.  Rostan  is  inclined  to  attach  much  importance  to  this 
new  symptom,  and  in  doubtful  cases  would  give  no  prognosis  without  test- 
ing the  urine. — Ibid. 


Anile  Dentition. — The  Journal  des  Connaissances  Medico-Chirurgicales 
informs  us  of  the  evolution  of  three  incisors  and  two  molars  in  a  woman 
92  years  of  age.  The  gums  were  getting  red  upon  several  other  points, 
This  old  woman  unfortunately  died  soon  after  (probably  from  teething !), 
The  new  teeth  were  said  to  be  very  white,  but  not  firm. 
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REMARKS  ON  EPIDEMIC  CHOLERA. 

BY  FRED.  B.  PAGE,  M.D.,  OK  LOUISIANA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

After  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  upon  Asiatic  Cholera,  I  am 
persuaded  its  whole  character  and  management  may  be  comprised 
within  the  compass  of  a  nutshell  ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  narrate, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  whole  sum  and  substance  of  what  may  be 
necessary  to  the  full  comprehension  of  its  treatment,  confidently  assuring 
the  reader,  from  ample  experience,  and  a  close  familiarity  with  the  epi- 
demics of  1832-3,  and  1849,  when  my  whole  time  and  attention  were 
devoted  to  it,  that  this  formidable  malady  loses  much  of  its  terror  when 
divested  of  its  empiricism,  and  is  subjected  to  the  test  of  a  simple  and 
rational  mode  of  cure.  "  Taken  in  time,  it  is  the  most  curable  of  all 
dangerous  diseases.  If  suffered  to  run  into  the  stage  of  collapse,  it  is  the 
most  fatal." 

Cholera,  when  fully  formed,  either  from  the  duration  of  the  disease, 
or  the  force  of  the  symptoms  which  characterize  it,  has  been  well  and 
simply  divided  into  four  stages  or  periods.  Dr.  Formento,  of  New  Or- 
leans, enumerates  the  following  train  of  symptoms,  as  characterizing  the 
several  stages,  which  I  transcribe  for  their  simplicity  and  accuracy,  giving, 
at  the  same  time,  under  each  head  respectively,  my  own  mode  of  treat- 
ment, which  has  proved  generally  successful,  I  may  say,  in  a  multitude 
of  cases,  especially  the  past  season,  and  all  that  could  be  expected  even 
under  the  circumstances,  if  not  all  that  could  be  desired. 

1st.  The  period  of  incubation  or  excitement.  Symptoms — lassitude  ; 
anorexia  ;  nausea  ;  oppression  or  weight  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  ;  flatu- 
lency ;  abdominal  pains,  or  tormina,  especially  at  night  ;  restlessness  ; 
thirst  ;  white  tongue  ;  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth  ;  colics  ;  burning  sensa- 
tion in  the  stomach;  pyrosis;  vomiting;  diarrhoea,  without  tenesmus; 
headache  ;  vertigo  ;  muscular  weakness  ;  twitchings  ;  cramps,  and  ordi- 
narily a  slow  pulse.  This  state  may  be  prolonged  from  one  to  two 
weeks.  It  requires  prompt  attention.  Taken  in  time,  it  furnishes  the 
physician  an  opportunity  of  preventing  the  development  of  the  disease, 
since  nine-tenths  of  the  cholera  cases  are  preceded  by  some  of  the  above 
sensations. 

"  The  earliest  manifestations  of  cholera,  however,  especially  on  its 
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first  invasion,  are  generally  confined  to  irritation  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  and  in  this  state  it  is  unquestionable  that  the  mere  exhibition  o 
an  anodyne,  a  cordial,  or  an  antispasmodic  medicine,  is  sufficient,  in  num- 
berless instances,  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  disease  and  effect  a  cure." 
Abstinence  from  solid  food,  confinement  to  the  house  or  bed,  with  a  warm 
alkaline  foot-bath,  and  warm  aromatic,  opiated,  or  camphorated  drinks, 
&c,  will  usually  ward  off  an  attack,  and  restore  the  patient  to  health. 

The  symptoms  of  the  disease  often  vary,  notwithstanding,  with 
the  locality  of  a  place,  and  the  medical  attendant  will  often  find 
himself  compelled,  in  the  same  place,  and  with  the  same  patient, 
to  adopt  an  opposite  mode  of  treatment,  and  be  astonished  to  find 
recoveries  under  these  apparent  contradictions.  This  is  common  with 
most  epidemics,  as  is  known  to  every  practitioner.  They  rarely 
return  under  exactly  the  same  form,  nor  yield  to  exactly  the  same  reme- 
dies, in  two  successive  seasons.  ft  Kow  erroneous,  therefore,"  says  Rush, 
in  one  of  his  notes  to  Sydenham,  "  must  that  practice  be,  which  is 
influenced  by  the  name  of  the  disease.  Bleeding,  purging,  vomiting, 
and  sweating  medicines  and  opiates,  all  do  good  or  harm,  according  as 
they  are  regulated  or  not,  by  its  existing  character.  This  should  be 
studied  anew  by  the  physician  every  season." 

Epidemic  cholera  varied  its  character  most  strikingly  in  its  former 
visitations  to  our  cities.  In  1832,  nearly  every  patient  that  was  bled  was 
lost.  This  was  the  case  in  the  epidemic  spotted  fever  of  former  sea 
sons.  Bleeding  in  Asiatic  cholera  had  been  declared  the  very  sheet  an- 
chor of  the  faculty  in  some  European  cities,  and  was  relied  on  greatly 
in  the  practice  of  several  physicians  upon  this  Continent,  but  death  was 
the  consequence.  Upon  the  return  of  die  disease"  in  1833,  the  lancet 
was  resorted  to,  under  added  recommendations  from  the  South-west,  and 
with  signal  success.  Bleeding  is  now  generally  avoided,  and  with  hap- 
pier results,  under  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  disease. 

The  present  epidemic  has  changed  its  form  frequently,  according  to 
locality  and  other  circumstances,  and  often  differs  materially  from  the 
epidemics  of  1832—3,  in  several  important  particulars.  Generally  speak- 
ing, it  is  of  a  milder  type — the  discharges  are  not  so  copious  or  profuse 
— the  spasms  are  less  severe  and  constant,  while  it  has  been  observed 
that  a  much  smaller  number  are  restored  after  entering  the  stage  of  col- 
lapse, than  at  the  former  period.* 

"  Cholerine,  which  is  the  simplest  form  of  the  disease,  and  which  ap- 
pears particularly  at  the  commencement  of  the  epidemics,  or  in  indi- 
viduals placed  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  to  become  affected 
with  it,  is  characterized  by  general  indisposition,  an  unusual  depression 
of  the  moral  and  physical  powers,  insomnia,  epigastric  uneasiness,  a  sen- 
sation of  weight,  and  sometimes  of  heat  at  the  stomach,  feebleness  of  the 
pulse,  which  is  small,  soft,  and  more  or  less  slow  ;  nausea,  borborygini,  a 
clammy  dryness  of  the  mouth  ;  thickened,  scanty,  and  high-colored 
urine,  and  alvine  evacuations,  often  analogous  in  their  nature  and  fre- 


*  New  Orleans  Medical  Journal. 
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quency  to  those  of  cholera,  sometimes  yellowish  or  colored  with  blood, 
but  almost  always  mixed  with  white  mucosites,  accompanied  in  some 
cases  by  vomiting.  Though  cramps  are  sometimes  observed,  they  are 
more  frequently  wanting,  and  the  livid  discoloration  of  the  skin,  with  the 
phenomena  of  asphyxia,  are  never  present." 

Cholera  sicca  has  been  among  the  common  forms  of  the  present  epi- 
demic in  some  localities,  and  has  been  very  fatal.  It  is  unaccompanied 
by  evacuations,  and  on  'several  plantations,  in  the  South,  has  struck 
down  the  most  healthy  and  vigorous  ;  the  more  aged,  and  children,  pro- 
bably from  less  exposure  to  the  cholera  influence,  having  entirely  escaped. 
This  form  of  cholera  is  generally,  though  not  necessarily,  fatal. 

Cholera  spasmodica,  or  foudroyant,  has  also  appeared  on  many  plan- 
tations, and  in  several  localities  in  the  South-west.  Individuals  are  sud- 
denly attacked,  with  or  without  the  precursory  phenomena,  with  vomit- 
ing, diarrhoea,  cramps  and  coldness,  and  die  in  one  or  two  hours,  even 
before  the  appearance  of  cyanosis.  Sometimes  death  occurs  without  the 
evacuations  having  taken  place,  solely  from  the  violence  of  the  epigastric 
distress  and  cramps.  Soldiers,  when  in  full  march,  are  attacked  with 
vertigo  and  violent  cramps,  quit  the  ranks,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  die 
in  two  hours.*  In  1832,  between  90  and  100  negroes  fell  prostrate  by 
this  form  of  the  disease  on  one  plantation  in  Louisiana,  in  a  single  night, 
and  died  before  morning.  The  past  season  several  estates  lost  from  20 
to  50  in  a  few  days.  Many  were  afflicted  with  violent  spasms  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  abdominal  muscles,  without  discharges,  similar 
to  what  is  commonly  called  cramp  colic.  In  some  cases  all  the  volun- 
tary muscles  are  violently  cramped  ;  the  spasms  recurred  at  intervals  of 
a  few  minutes,  not  unlike  tetanus. "f 

M.  Rayer  has  described,  under  the  term  "  etat  cerebral  choltrique" 
a  group  of  peculiar  phenomena,  very  distinct  from  those  of  inflammation 
of  the  meninges  and  brain,  which  supervene  upon  the  cold  period.  This 
is  a  sort  of  prolongation  of  that  period,  with  a  diminution  or  cessation  of 
the  vomiting,  alvine  evacuations  and  cramps,  and  the  development  of 
cerebral  symptoms  ;  the  skin  continues  cold  or  cool,  the  nose  is  cold,  the 
tongue  is  yellowish,  and  sometimes  cold  ;  if  there  be  injection  of  the 
eyes,  it  is  only  upon  their  inferior  parts  ;  the  pulse  is  feeble,  the  head 
heavy,  the  countenance  stupid,  and  in  some  cases  the  tint  peculiar  to 
cholera  remains. J 

In  the  paralytic  form,  described  by  Magendie  and  others,  the  chances 
of  recovery  are  but  little  greater  than  in  the  foudroyant  cholera. 

In  young  children  the  disease  often  proves-  fatal  under  the  charac- 
teristic symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  and  is  usually  attended  by  worms 
in  the  first  passages. 

Let  the  physician,  then,  discard  the  name  of  cholera  in  his  treatment 
of  the  disease,  and  when  called  to  the  bed-side  of  the  patient  come  un- 
trammelled by  any  specious  reasoning.  Let  him  investigate,  as  far  as 
may  be,  the  history  of  his  case,  and  endeavor  to  detect  the  cause,  and 
the  attendant  circumstances  of  its  appearance.    Let  him  be  guided  by 
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sound  common  sense,  a  rare  but  inestimable  quality  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  use  his  medical  knowledge,  and  apply  the  resources  at 
his  command,  according  to  the  existing  necessity,  and  he  may  triumph 
Where  many  fail,  and  only  fail  where  none  may  triumph.* 

Asiatic  cholera,  says  an  astute  observer,  is  a  subtle  poison — invading 
the  organic  life,  and  destroying  it,  so  that  decomposition  often  seems  to 
begin  before  animal  and  intellectual  life  leaves  the  body.  It  is  shocking 
to  see  those,  in  whom  all  that  constitutes  organic  life  has  ceased  except 
breathing,  go  on  conversing  in  the  full  possession  of  their  senses. 

It  depends  on  the  poisonous  nature  of  cholera  that  treatment  is  of  so 
little  avail.  The  writer  has  seen  the  emesis  and  catharsis  cease,  and 
that,  too,  where  neither  had  been  violent,  for  full  twelve  hours  before 
death,  and  this  without  great  prostration  at  first,  yet  the  patient  would 
steadily  sink  until  death,  without  the  disease  for  a  moment  appearing 
to  be  arrested  by  any  of  the  appliances  which  could  be  used,  whether 
external  or  internal,  any  more  than  the  like  symptoms  can  be  arrested 
in  a  case  of  full  poisoning  by  aisenic.f 

2d.  Forming  period,  or  period  of  invasion.  A  distressing  sensation 
at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  suddenly  ensues  in  the  night  or  towards  morn- 
ing. All  the  symptoms  previously  enumerated  acquire  an  extraordinary 
intensity  ;  there  is  nausea,  and  vomiting  of  rice-watery  fluid  of  a  peculiar 
odor,  somewhat  resembling  the  vapor  of  iodine,  in  the  first  place  serous 
or  slightly  bilious,  afterwards  of  a  matter  termed  choleric  by  Tardieu, 
which  is  liquid,  whitish,  grumous,  or  very  uniformly  troubled,  sometimes 
resembling  unclarified  whey,  sometimes  a  decoction  of  rice  or  oatmeal, 
sometimes  thickened  milk  nearly  clear,  emitting  an  insipid  spermatic 
odor,  and  sometimes  presenting  traces  of  blood  or  bile,  and  even  worms. 

The  secretions,  especially  the  urine,  are  suspended.  The  body  and 
limbs  are  cold— first  beginning  at  the  nose,  feet  and  hands,  and  gra- 
dually invading  the  trunk  ;  the  features  are  changed,  and  soon  assume 
the  cholera  countenance  ;  pulse  rapid,  from  120  to  130  in  a  minute  ; 
dyspnoea;  great  thirst,  with  a  desire  for  cold  drinks.  This  period  may 
last  some  hours,  or  even  a  whole  day. 

Treatment. — Confine  the  patient  to  bed,  order  a  hot  alkaline  or  mus- 
tard foot-bath,  and  give  a  teaspoonful  of  the  following  anodyne  mixture, 
in  hot  camomile  or  ginger  tea,  every  hour  or  half  hour,  till  warmth  and 
tranquillity  are  restored.  R.  Comp.  spts.  lavend.,  spts.  camphor,  aa  §  ss. ; 
Hoffman's  anodyne  liq.,  acet.  tr.  opii,  aa  5  ij.  M.  The  above  remedy 
of  Dr.  Charles  Jackson,  of  Philadelphia,  was  first  suggested  to  me  by  his 
former  pupil,  my  friend  Dr.  Edward  Duffel,  Jr.,  whose  name  recalls  to 
mind  his  probity  and  candor,  and  his  indefatigable  zeal  to  investigate  and 
cure  diseases,  and  his  warm  persona!  friendship.  We  used  it  constantly  in 
our  practice,  and  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  success.  It  found  its  way 
afterwards  into  the  hands  of  apothecaries,  overseers  and  others  on  the  plan- 
tations, and  was  among  the  most  popular  and  useful  remedies  of  the  day. 
Its  success  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease  was  quite  prompt  and 
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gratifying.  Dr.  Buchanan,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  speaks  of  the  same,  or 
a  similar  remedy,  which  he  used  almost  exclusively  in  the  premonitory 
symptoms,  attended  by  pain  and  fulness  of  the  stomach  and  diar- 
rhoea, he. 

If  the  diarrhoea  be  urgent,  give  one  of  the  Persian  pills,  composed  of 
a  grain  each  of  opium,  assafoetida  and  black  pepper,  and  repeat  every 
two  or  three  hours,  or  oftener  if  required.  It  seldom  fails  to  arrest  the 
disease.  Apply  a  mustard  plaster  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  yse 
friction  of  ammoniated  liniment  and  camphor,  or  cayenne  pepper,  abso- 
lute diet,  and  rice  water,  toast  water,  &c,  for  drink. 

Opium  in  some  form  or  other,  according  to  the  uniform  experience 
of  the  profession,  combined  either  with  camphor,  or  acetate  of  lead,  or 
small  doses  of  calomel,  is  the  sheet  anchor  in  this  stage  of  the  disease, 
to  be  followed  by  a  little  Champaigne  brandy  and  water,  the  latter  to 
be  used  only  on  the  attack  and  not  freely  as  a  preventive. 

The  following  remedy  of  Dr.  Teilman  wras  used  with  good  success  in 
Russia,  and  more  recently  by  myself  and  others,  during  the  present 
epidemic  in  Louisiana,  and  the  South-west.  I  received  it  from  my  intel- 
ligent and  zealous  young  friend,  Dr  A.  Sigur,  Jr.,  of  Iberville,  and  have 
found  it  in  practice  very  agreeable  and  very  useful  : — Take  of  wine  of 
ipecac,  and  strong  essence  of  peppermint,  each  two  fluid  drachms  ;  Sy- 
denham's laudanum,  one  fluid  drachm  ;  and  ethereal  tincture  of  valerian, 
half  an  ounce.  Mix,  and  give  as  follows.  From  thirty  to  sixty  drops, 
or  a  full  teaspoonful,  every  hour  or  half  hour,  in  a  little  brandy  and  water, 
according  to  the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient,  or  the  violence  of  the 
disease. 

Or,  take  of  pulverized  gum  guaiacum,  cloves  and  cinnamon,  each  two 
drachms  ;  laudanum,  two  drachms.  Infuse  in  a  pint  of  brandy,  and  give 
from  one  tea  to  one  tablespoonful  every  hour,  or  half  hour  even,  till  the 
disease  is  arrested. 

Or — R.  Spts.  camph.,  comp.  tr.  valerian,  aa  §  j.  ;  laudanum,  essence 
peppermint,  aa.  §  ss.  M.  Dose  thirty  to  sixty  drops  every  hour  or 
half  hour. 

Or — R.  Camphor  mixture,  essence  peppermint,  aa  §  iv.  ;  tr.  opii,  tr. 
cinnamon,  aa  5j. ;  syr.  ginger,  §  ss.  M.  A  tablespoonful  at  short  in- 
tervals, according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms. 

Or — Take  of  tr.  rhubarb,  laudanum,  spts.  camphor,  essence  pepper- 
mint, equal  parts  ;  mix.  Dose  for  an  adult,  twenty  to  sixty  drops,  re- 
peated every  hour  or  two  till  the  disease  is  checked.  In  some  cases  of 
diarrhoea,  the  dose  may  be  gradually  increased,  and  repeated  until  the 
desired  effect  is  produced. 

A  few  drops  of  spirits  of  hartshorn  in  cold  water,  repeated  and  follow- 
ed by  spirits  of  camphor  every  few  minutes,  has  been  found  quite  useful 
in  controllino-  the  formino;  stas^e  of  the  disease. 

The  following  pills,  first  used  by  Dr.  Holyoke  in  some  forms  of  diar- 
rhoea and  dysentery,  some  seventy  years  since,  and  more  recently 
in  cholerine  by  Dr.  Graves,  of  Dublin,  are  quite  effectual  in  almost  all 
cases,  if  administered  early.  R.  Plumb,  acet.,  9j. ;  opii,  gr.  ij. ;  pulv. 
glycyrrhiz.,  gr.  vj.  ;  muc.  acacia,  q.  s.  M.  Fiat  pil.  12.   Give  one  every 
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half  hour  till  the  rice-watery  diarrhoea  begins  to  diminish,  when  the  inter- 
vals between  each  pill  may  be  gradually  prolonged. 

Or — R.  Hydrarg.  cum.  creta,  assafoetida,  aa  grs.  xv. ;  camphor,  grs. 
xij.  ;  opii,  grs.  vj. ;  oil  black  pepper,  gtt.  vj.  M.  Give  one  every  two 
or  three  hours. 

R.  Blue  mass,  pulv.  kino,  aa  grs.  ij. ;  camphor,  opii,  aa  gr.  ss.  M. 
Incorporate  the  opium,  kino  and  camphor,  and  then  add  the  blue  mass 
with  treacle  to  form  a  pill.  Give  one  every  half  hour  or  hour,  till  the 
diarrhoea  and  cramps  cease. 

A  few  hours  alter  the  vomiting  and  purging  have  ceased,  and  the 
warmth  of  the  body  is  restored,  a  pill  of  two  or  three  grains  each  of 
calomel,  or  blue  mass,  Dover's  powder  and  quinine,  may  be  given  and 
repeated  every  three  hours,  till  recovery  takes  place.  Should  the  above 
remedies  not  be  sufficient  to  control  the  disease,  which  in  a  large  pro- 
portion of  cases  they  will,  bleeding  in  the  feet,  with  calomel,  opium  and 
ginger,  followed  by  calcined  magnesia,  &cc,  should  be  resorted  to,  with 
the  addition  of  scarifying  cups,  sinapisms,  &tc,  over  the  epigastrium, 
frictions,  Sic,  and  iced  water  given  ad  libitum  to  the  patient.  Iced 
water  allays  thirst,  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  is  most  grateful  to  the  pa- 
tient. Warm,  dry  frictions  are  also  useful,  and  the  steam  of  alcoholic 
liquors  may  be  applied  to  the  patient's  body  and  limbs,  beneath  the 
bed-clothes,  by  means  of  a  tin  tube  attached  to  a  spirit  lamp. 

The  following  cheap  and  simple  substance  for  a  vapor  bath,  will  in- 
duce immediate  and  abundant  perspiration.  Take  a  piece  of  quick  lime, 
about  the  size  of  an  egg,  and  wrap  round  it  a  wet  cloth,  sufficiently 
wrung  to  prevent  water  running  from  it.  A  dry  cloth  is  to  be  several 
times  wrapped  around  this.  Place  one  of  these  packets  on  each  side 
of  the  patient  when  in  bed.  An  abundant  humid  heat  is  soon  de- 
veloped by  the  combination  of  the  lime  with  the  water,  which  quickly 
induces  copious  transpiration  ;  the  effect  lasting  for  two  hours,  at  least. 
When  sweating  is  fully  established,  we  may  withdraw  the  lime,  which  is 
now  reduced  to  a  powder,  and  is  easily  removed.  In  this  way  neither 
copious  drinks,  nor  loading  the  bed  with  covering,  is  required. 

The  discharges  from  the  bowels  may  often  be  arrested  by  giving,  in 
connection  with  the  astringent  pills,  injections  of  starch  water  and  lauda- 
num, or  the  compound  sulphate  injection  of  sulpb.  copper,  sulph.  zinc 
and  alum,  twenty  grains  of  each,  in  four  ounces  of  cold  water,  as  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Patterson,  of  Dublin.  This  may  be  followed,  either 
in  convalescence  or  in  the  sinking  stage,  by  tepid  enema  of  high-sea- 
soned beef-tea,  to  which  flour,  wine  and  laudanum  have  been  added. 
Rapid  recovery  has  often  followed  the  above  simple  means. 

Jf  the  disease  commences  like  common  bilious  cholera,  give  acetate  of 
lead  and  opium,  or  chalk  mixture,  with  opium  and  aromatic  confection  ; 
give  effervescing  draughts  with  camphor,  or  calcined  magnesia  and  pare- 
goric, or  tar  water,  to  allay  vomiting,  and  keep  the  patient  warm  in  bed, 
and  the  next  day  £;ive  a  large  emollient  injection.  But  if  the  more 
severe  and  characteristic  symptoms  come  on,  or  if  there  is  great  debility 
from  the  first,  and  cramps  and  coldness  of  the  skin  are  observed,  bleed 
largely  if  the  pulse  will  allow,  and  give  calomel,  opium  and  quinine,  as 
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above  recommended,  in  large  and  oft-repeated  doses,  till  the  secretions 
are  changed  and  re-action  has  taken  place.  If  there  be  great  prostra- 
tion and  frequent  spasms,  with  oppressed  breathing,  give  a  few  minims 
of  chloroform  on  a  sponge  or  handkerchief,  and  repeat  immediately,  if 
necessary,  increasing  the  dose  according  to  circumstances.  Give  inter- 
nally, also,  six  drops  of  chloroform,  with  about  forty  of  oil  of  turpen- 
tine in  brandy  and  water.  Bleed  gently  if  re-action,  after  the  use  of 
chloroform,  is  excessive. 

Petroleum,  it  is  said,  may  be  advantageously  given  in  this  stage  of  the 
disease.  Petroleum  Barbadense — or  Texas  petroleum — for  it  is  found 
equally  abundant  and  pure  in  one  of  the  counties  of  Eastern  Texas — 
and  I  have  often  picked  it  up  in  large  indurated  parcels  on  the  beach  near 
Galveston.  This  is  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  elixir  Woreneje,  em- 
ployed so  generally  and  successfully  by  the  Russian  physicians  and 
many  surgeons  in  the  East.  It  is  given  in  diarrhoea  cholerica,  in  the 
dose  of  from  five  to  ten  drops,  in  a  little  brandy,  white  wine  or  mint  tea, 
taken  cold.  A  single  dose  usually  suffices  to  arrest  the  complaint.  The 
diet  should  not  be  too  strictly,  but  carefully,  regulated.  In  completely- 
developed  cholera  of  a  deadly  nature,  the  cures  are  not  so  constant,  and 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  of  the  naphtha  or  petroleum  are  to  be  given 
at  a  dose.  If  vomited  up,  the  dose  should  be  repeated.  A  second  is 
rarely  required,  if  the  first  is  retained.  It  acts  speedily  on  the  skin  and 
kidneys,  and  removes  the  cramps.  It  is  a  pure  hydro-carbon,  and  a 
mild  though  effective  stimulant,  antispasmodic  and  antiseptic,  supplying 
the  system  with  its  due  proportion  of  carbon  for  excretion,  and  preserv- 
ing the  frame  from  the  rapidly  fatal  effects  of  this  horrible  disease,  by 
evolving  carbonic  acid  from  the  lungs. 

If  the  diarrhoea  be  accompanied  by  pain  in  the  bowels,  opium  should 
be  conjoined  with  it.  In  the  cold,  blue  stage,  accompanied  by  cramps, 
&c,  it  has  even  proved  successful — while  it  relieves  almost  instantly  the 
tympanitic  condition  of  the  bowels,  so  often  present  in  the  disease. 

The  crystalline  substance  named  naphthaline,  which  is  the  purest  hy- 
dro-carbon, may  be  given  in  the  form  of  pills,  in  one  or  two-grain  doses, 
with  opium,  aromatic  confection,  &ic.  The  petroleum  may  be  given  in  the 
following  form,  as  recommended  and  used  by  Dr.  Tunstall,  of  Bath,  Eng. 
Take  the  yolk  of  one  egg,  and  amalgamate  with  it  a  tablespoon ful  of  the 
petroleum,  and  to  it  add  forty  drops  of  the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia, 
filling  a  wineglass  with  equal  quantities  of  brandy  and  water  ;  and  this 
dose  may  be  repeated  according  to  the  emergency  of  the  case.  It  is 
quite  probable  if  the  physicians  of  La  Baca  and  San  Antonio,  in  Texas, 
had  been  familiar  with  this  remedy,  so  near  at  hand,  the  disease  which 
raged  there  with  such  frightful  and  deadly  severity,  would  have  been 
more  within  their  control,  and  many  valuable  lives  might  have  been  saved. 

I  notice  this  remedy  especially  here,  as  it  becomes  every  physician  and 
army  surgeon  to  be  familiar  with  all  known  and  available  remedies,  and 
have  them  at  hand,  at  a  moment's  call,  wheresoever  his  services  may  be 
demanded,  either  on  the  march,  or  in  the  camp  ;  and  especially  in  the 
far-west,  where  the  scourge  is  now  sweeping  multitudes  away  with  the 
"  besom  of  destruction." 
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3d.  Cold  stage,  or  period  of  collapse.  The  algide,  or  cold  stage, 
rapidly  progresses  into  the  cyanose  or  blue  stage,  or  confirmed  collapse. 
The  aspect  of  the  countenance  is  completely  changed  ;  the  complexion 
is  of  a  violet  or  indigo  blue  color,  the  extremities  and  sometimes  the 
whole  body  assuming  the  same  appearance.  The  nails  become  livid  and 
almost  black,  the  fingers  wrinkled,  and  the  genital  organs  retracted. 
There  is  extreme  prostration  ;  the  pulse  is  imperceptible,  and  the  mo- 
tions of  the  heart  abnormal,  or  have  nearly  ceased.  Respiration  is  op- 
pressed ;  voice  husky  and  low — the  sepulchral  of  Broussais,  and  chole- 
rique  of  Russia,  &c. ;  the  breath  cold  ;  tongue  blanched,  or  cotonneuse, 
and  icy  ;  feeble  cramps,  and  cold,  clammy  sweat ;  eyes  half  closed  and 
sunk  in  their  orbits  ;  pupils  dilated  ;  limbs  stiffened.  The  patient,  in  one 
word,  according  to  the  expression  of  Magendie,  cadaverized,  and  manifest- 
ing only  slight  respiration,  with  a  few  suppressed  groans — and  the  intel- 
lectual faculties  entire.  The  disease  soon  becomes  aggravated,  and  death 
ensues,  often  without  convulsions,  and  almost  im  perceived. 

In  the  most  deadly  form  of  cholera,  says  Dr.  White,  there  is  a  tone 
of  voice,  or  wail,  which,  once  heard,  can  never  be  mistaken  ;  by  him 
upon  whose  ear  it  has  fallen  in  the  accents  of  anguish,  it  can  never  be 
forgotten.  I  have  always  found  it  the  certain,  prognostic  of  death.  This 
period  is  the  most  fatal.  In  this  stage  of  the  disease,  little  effectual  can 
be  done  but  to  leave  the  case  to  nature.  Whatever  treatment  may  be 
adopted,  will  avail  but  little.  The  patient  is  already  doomed.  Life  is 
exhausted,  and  art  is  powerless.  Nature,  assisted  by  art,  however,  has 
sometimes  triumphed.  Some  cases  have  recovered  from  the  use  of  ice 
internally,  or  ice  or  cold  water  simply,  externally  applied  ;  while  others 
have  recovered  from  the  application  of  the  wet  blanket  wrung  out  of  hot 
water,  and  baths  of  hot  pepper  and  water,  &c,  after  all  other  means 
have  failed.  There  is,  therefore,  hope  till  the  last,  and  these  means  may 
be  adopted  as  a  dernier  resort. 

In  order  to  rouse  the  patient  from  this  sinking,  cold  stage  of  cholera, 
and  produce  re-action,  great  confidence  has  been  placed  in  the  salt 
emetic,  two  tablespoonsful  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  water.  It  may 
be  rendered  more  certain  and  stimulating  by  the  addition  of  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  the  flour  of  mustard.  This  generally  produces  speedy  and  forcible 
vomiting,  followed  by  more  or  less  re-action.  A  large  injection  of  hot 
salt  water  is  highly  praised  by  many.  Ice  and  iced  water  may  be  allow- 
ed the  patient  ad  libitum,  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  while  great  benefit 
is  often  found  by  rubbing  it  on  the  surface. 

Whenever  we  fail  in  checking  the  disease  at  first,  we  have  no  resource 
but  to  treat  urgent  symptoms,  and  they  must  always  be  met  with  deci- 
sion as  they  occur.  The  patient  ought  never  to  be  left  a  moment  with- 
out an  attendant  who  is  capable  of  acting  according  to  circumstances, 
and  who  may  take  advantage  of  any  and  every  change.  The  most  de- 
cidedly favorable  symptom  in  this  stage  of  cholera,  is  a  full  and  easy  secre- 
tion of  healthy  urine.  On  this  symptom  we  may  rely  with  safety,  and 
without  it  we  can  never  with  confidence  offer  a  favorable  prognosis. 

4th.  Period  of  re-action,  or  crisis.  The  pulse  returns  to  the  extremities 
— the  motions  of  the  heart  are  renewed,  and  heat  returns.    The  blue, 
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turquoise  color  disappears  from  the  limbs — the  face  and  eyes  are  re- 
anfmated — the  breath  is  warmed,  the  respiration  becomes  regular,  and 
the  voice  regains  its  natural  tone.  The  cramps  disappear  altogether,  or 
occasional  twitches  only  occur.  The  vomiting  ceases,  the  evacuations 
become  bilious,  warm  perspiration  ensues,  and  the  urine  becomes  free  and 
is  reduced.  Should  the  above  condition  not  ensue  on  convalescence, 
unfavorable  congestions  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  of  the  chest  and 
heart,  Sic,  follow,  and  the  disorder  then  takes  on  the  form  of  adynamic 
or  typhoid  fever.  "  The  treatment  in.  the  stage  of  re-action,  or  in  the 
true  cholera  fever,  will  be  regulated  by  the  evidence  of  inflammation  and 
congestion  in  the  important  organs,  such  as  the  brain,  lungs,  liver,  and 
gastro-intestinal  surface,"  &x. 

We  may  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  cholera  unaccompanied  by  evacua- 
tions— cholera  sicca — is  almost  always  fatal.  Here  chloroform,  or  very 
hot  ivater.  internally  and  externally,  may  be  used.  Professor  Jackson, 
of  Philadelphia,  tells  me  that  he  saved  two  cases  of  this  kind  in  the 
former  epidemic,  by  the  use  of  hot  water,  in  large  and  repeated  draughts 
and  fomentations,  as  suggested  to  him  by  previous  successful  practice  in 
gout  of  the  stomach.  The  strongest  testimony  in  favor  of  warm  water, 
perhaps,  is  that  given  by  Dr.  Sturm,  a  surgeon  in  the  Polish  army.  It 
consists  in  nothing  else  than  giving  to  the  patient  as  much  warm,  nearly 
hot,  water  as  he  is  able  to  drink,  in  the  quantity  of  a  glass  full  every 
fifteen  or  thirty  minutes.  By  the  time  he  has  taken  fourteen  glasses,  the 
cure  is  complete,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  diarrhoea,  which  it  is  not 
proper  suddenly  to  suspend.  The  effects  of  this  plan  of  treatment  are 
so  quick  and  effectual,  that  in  two  hours,  and  often  sooner,  the  patient 
is  well,  particularly  when  it  is  commenced  with  sufficiently  early. 

During  the  epidemic  influence,  all  persons  who  are  exposed,  should 
be  particularly  on  their, guard.  Avoid  unwholesome  food,  and  all  excess, 
either  in  eating  or  drinking.  Avoid  all  undue  excitement,  both  of  mind 
and  body,  and  exposure  to  damp  or  night  air.  Atmospheric  changes 
especially  control  the  disease  ;  therefore  full  and  free  ventilation  is  im- 
portant. The  use  of  cooling  purgatives,  such  as  Epsom  and  Glauber's 
salts,  and  Seidlitz  powders,  should  be  guarded  against ;  they  become 
dangerous  at  this  time,  in  whatever  quantity  they  are  taken.  Drastic 
purgatives,  of  all  sorts,  such  as  senna,  colocynth  and  aloes,  ought  not  to 
be  employed,  except  by  special  order  of  the  physician.  No  harsh 
medicines  will  do  in  cholera  ;  all  must  be  of  the  mildest  description — 
and,  above  all,  they  must  be  such  as  will  be  relished  and  desired  by  the 
sick,  and  such  as  can  be  constantly  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  urgent, 
destroying  thirst  constantly  present  from  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  wishes  of  the  patient,  moreover,  should  be  strictly  attended 
to.  Nature  is  the  best  physician.  If  he  wishes  for  cool  air,  or  cold 
water,  he  must  have  it ;  if  he  wishes  to  be  covered  up,  he  must  be  so. 
Many  perish  from  being  too  much  covered  up  at  first,  when  the  fresh  air 
would  revive  thern. 

A  flannel  bandage,  impregnated  with  camphor  spirits,  and  worn  round 
the  body,  as  recommended  by  my  father  in  the  treatment  of  epidemic 
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spotted  fever,  is  of  great  use.  It  gives  support  to  the  bowels,  and  pa- 
tients often  find  from  it  the  greatest  relief. 

Throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  disease,  and  during  convalescence, 
the  mildest  and  most  nourishing  food  only  should  be  allowed — as  arrow- 
root, barley-water,  rice-gruel,  black  tea,  toast-water,  chicken-water,  &ic, 
with  cordial  drink,  brandy  and  water,  port  wine  negus,  wine  whey,  &c. 

Relapses  are  to  be  especially  guarded  against,  as  they  are  generally  fatal. 

Epidemic  cholera,  in  all  its  forms,  runs  its  course  with  great  rapidity ; 
and  if  it  be  considered  that  almost  everywhere  more  than  one  half  the 
patients  have  died,  it  will  be  at  once  evident  how  few  are  the  chances 
of  recovery  from  this  terrible  disease ;  it  is  precisely  these  chances 
which  it  remains  for  us  to  appreciate.* 

There  are  two  points  in  regard  to  epidemic  cholera,  still  sub  judice, 
which  are  quite  important  and  interesting — the  former  to  New  England, 
especially,  and  the  latter  to  the  whole  community.  I  mean  its  extent  or 
locality,  and  its  nature.  It  is  contended,  and  with  some  plausibility  of 
truth,  that  cholera  does  not  extend  into  the  districts  of  primary  forma- 
tions, or  the  granite  regions.  But  in  answer  to  this,  several  of  the  French 
savans,  and  among  others  Tardieu,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
"  all  that  has  been  written  to  prove  that  cholera  is  more  prone  to  attack 
those  soils  which  are  identical  in  geological  constitution,  is  in  manifest 
opposition  to  numerous  contradictory  facts."  Again,  it  is  said  that  ozone, 
a  peculiar  modification  of  oxygen  gas,  is  the  sole  cause  of  cholera,  and 
that  sulphur  is  the  antidote.  Ozone,  to  which  Dr.  Bird  ascribes  the 
cholera,  was  discovered  by  Prof.  Schonbein,  the  inventor  of  gun-cotton. 
Jt  is  generated  by  the  passage  of  electricity  through  air,  and  is  the  cause 
of  the  peculiar  odor  perceived  during  the  working  of  an  electric  machine, 
or  after  a  flash  of  lightning.  The  question  has  been  often  asked,  what  is 
ozone  ?  We  answer,  in  the  words  of  Berzelius,  "  We  have  thus  arrived 
at  the  highly  important  result  that  ozone  is  no  peculiar  element,  nor  any 
combination  of  known  elements,  but  is  oxygen  gas  peculiarly  modified." 

But  cholera  is  independent  of  all  atmospheric  changes  ;  and  meteoro- 
logical conditions  and  vicissitudes  seem  to  have  but  slight  influence  on  the 
disease.  At  St.  Petersburg,  the  cholera  seems  to  have  showed  itself  com- 
paratively independent  of  temperature,  barometrical  changes,  and  electri- 
cal vicissitudes.  Re-agents  did  not  in  the  least  indicate  the  presence  of 
ozone  in  the  atmosphere. ,f 

Now,  what,  we  may  ask,  becomes  of  the  new  theory,  and  how,  in  this 
case,  is  sulphur  to  operate  in  curing  cholera?    Will  it  not  follow  its  pre 
decessors,  and  speedily  descend  to  the  "  tomb  of  all  the  capulets  "  ? 

I  have  little  faith  in  any  of  the  thousand  and  one  popular  and  specific 
medicines  now  in  use  for  cholera,  and  I  believe  many  have  fallen  victims 
to  their  abuse,  who  would  otherwise  have  recovered  under  proper  pro- 
fessional treatment,  adapted  to  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  the  several  forms 
and  stages  of  the  disease.  It  would  be  absolute  madness,  indeed,  to  trust 
a  confirmed  cholera  patient  to  a  few  drops  of  camphor  spirits,  or  three 
grains  of  sulphur  and  charcoal. 


*  Tardieu. 


f  Medico-Chirurgieal  Review,  January,  1849. 
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He  who  depends 
Upon  such  favors,  swms  with  fins  of  lead, 
And  hews  down  oaks  with  rushes. 

Larger  doses  of  these  medicines  might  be  all  very  well  in  simple 
cases,  if  many  of  the  most  simple  did  not,  in  fact,  turn  out  to  be 
the  most  suddenly  fatal.  Such  cholera  as  we  are  most  familiar  with 
in  the  South  and  West  is  not  to  be  trifled  with,  nor  to  be  arrested 
and  cured  by  specific  treatment.  Camphor,  chloroform,  naphtha, 
giiaco,  Woreneje,  sulphur,  and  other  boasted  specifics,  display  but 
their  pigmy  strength  when  grappling  with  this  fell  destroyer.  A 
remedy  for  malignant  cholera  is  yet  to  be  discovered. 

The  above  general  observations  on  epidemic  cholera,  by  no  means 
w  holly  original,  or  novel  to  the  profession,  are  hastily  thrown  together, 
in  advance  of  a  more  comprehensive  treatise  upon  the  subject,  lor  the 
benefit  of  the  community,  again  suffering  under  this  wide-spread  and 
terrific  scourge — with  the  confident  hope  that  they  may  be  available  for 
much  good,  and  save  a  multitude  of  lives.  My  familiarity  with  the 
disease  has  been  long  and  painful,  through  three  several  epidemics,  and 
though  my  success  has  been  as  flattering,  perhaps,  as  most  of  my  com- 
peers, none  of  us,  I  apprehend,  can  boast  much  above  that  which  is 
written. 

June,  1849. 


DR.  HOOKER'S  ESSAY  ON  INTESTINAL  AUSCULTATION. 
[Concluded  from  na»e  415.] 

Coltca  Rachialgia  (Lead  Colic)  may  be  considered  as  specifically  dif- 
ferent from  common  colic.  Its  cause,  its  symptoms,  and  its  obstinate 
character,  sufficiently  distinguish  it.  Auscultation,  also,  in  the  course  of 
the  disease,  discovers  signs,  which  are  distinctly  characteristic.  There  is 
nor,  indeed,  any  particular  sign,  which,  like  the  crepitation  characteristic 
of  pneumonia,  the  moment  it  is  heard,  decides  the  character  of  the  dis- 
ease ;  but  the  auscultator  has  to  notice  a  succession  of  various  signs,  which 
are  severally  indefinite  and  insignificant,  from  the  assemblage  of  which  he 
will  form  his  diagnosis. 

The  peristaltic  action  is  wholly  or  partially  suspended  for  a  longer 
period,  and  is  re-excited  with  more  difficulty,  than  in  common  colic. 
Some  cases  I  have  closely  watched,  for  two,  three  and  even  six  days, 
without  observing  the  least  sound  of  peristaltic  motion.  More  commonly, 
however,  the  stillness  of  the  intestinal  canal  is  occasionally  broken,  for  a 
few  moments,  by  a  dull  rumbling  sound,  indicating  a  slight  and  sluggish 
action  in  a  limited  portion  of  intestine.  Often  there  is  a  transient  blow- 
ing or  sub-whistling  sound,  seemingly  produced  by  wind  crowded  through 
a  contracted  portion  of  intestine.  During  the  whole  disease,  all  the 
intestinal  motions  appear  weak,  slow  and  sluggish  ;  the  sounds  not  having 
the  suddenness  and  regular  succession  of  healthy  peristaltic  action.  In- 
deed, for  weeks  or  months  after  convalescence,  ordinarily  the  sedative 
influence  of  the  lead  appears  to  continue ;  the  sounds  indicating  a  torpid 
intestinal  action,  and  regular  evacuations  being  procured  with  difficulty. 
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This  disease  does  not,  like  common  colic,  form  a  crisis  by  a  sudden 
transition  from  total  inaction  to  a  general  peristaltic  motion,  which  termi- 
nates the  disease.  But  in  lead  colic,  sometimes  for  days  before  there  is 
any  decided  improvement,  an  occasional  rumbling  is  heard,  indicating  a 
considerable  intestinal  action.  Again — perhaps  within  an  hour,  or  on 
the  succeeding  day — we  find  all  silent ;  and  lor  several  successive  days, 
these  intervals  of  inaction  may  alternate  with  efforts  of  the  intestines  to 
re-establish  peristaltic  motion.  From  not  being  aware  of  this  circum- 
stance, in  my  early  observations,  i  sometimes  concluded  that  a  favorable 
crisis  had  occurred,  long  before  the  obstinacy  of  the  disease  was  mitigated. 

In  this  disease,  as  in  common  colic,  sounds  frequently  occur,  produced 
by  anti-peristaltic  motions,  which  the  practitioner  should  not  mistake  for 
regular  peristaltic  action. 

Li  dysentery  there  are  no  characteristic  sounds,  attending  the  disordered 
intestinal  action,  sufficient  to  distinguish  this  from  other  diseases.  The 
general  character  of  this  disease  varies  much  in  different  seasons ;  and  in 
particular  cases,  there  are  many  variations  of  disordered  action,  in  different 
stages  of  the  disease.  These  variations,  however,  are  productive  of  signs, 
which,  after  a  little  observation  of  the  epidemic  tendencies,  the  auscultator 
may  learn  to  improve,  in  watching  the  changes  of  symptoms,  and  in  di- 
recting his  treatment. 

Though  no  constant  rules  can  be  given,  for  the  sounds  to  be  expected 
in  the  course  of  this  disease,  it  is  useful  to  watch  by  auscultation  the 
changes  which  occur  in  different  portions  of  the  intestinal  canal.  Com- 
monly, though  the  disease  is  seated  chiefly  in  the  large  intestines,  the 
small  intestines  are  more  or  less  affected,  their  peristaltic  action  being- 
irregular — sometimes  morbidly  increased,  but  more  commonly  diminished, 
and  sometimes  wholly  suspended.  Attention  to  the  signs  furnished  by 
auscultation  will  often  enable  a  practitioner  to  avoid  being  taken  by  sur- 
prise, by  the  changes  which  frequently  occur  in  the  course  of  this  disease. 

The  proper  management  of  cathartic  medicines  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant, and  often  one  of  the  most  difficult,  subjects  in  medical  practice. 
The  indications  and  contra-indications,  for  the  use  of  this  class  of  reme- 
dies, are  often  obscure ;  and  in  the  course  of  almost  every  case  of  fever, 
and  other  dangerous  disease,  the  practitioner  will  frequently  on  this  sub- 
ject find  himself  in  doubt.  It  is  obvious  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
condition  and  action  of  the  intestinal  canal  must  essentially  aid  to  render 
these  indications  plain.  Hence  every  available  means  of  acquiring  such 
knowledge  is  calculated  to  aid  the  practitioner's  decision  in  frequent  cases 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  perhaps  more  than 
any  other,  that  the  exploration  of  the  intestines  by  auscultation  must  be- 
come a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  healing  art.  Much  information  is  thus 
afforded,  in  regard  to  the  action  and  the  contents  of  the  intestines — cir- 
cumstances which  are  obviously  important  in  determining  the  indications 
for  cathartics. 

In  many  cases  the  practitioner  is  importuned  by  patients,  or  their 
attendants,  for  the  employment  of  cathartics,  when  the  application  of  the 
ear  would  give  assurance  that  spontaneous  evacuations  will  soon  occur. 
So  when  cathartics  have  been  administered,  we  have  a  pretty  sure  crite- 
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rion,  in  the  signs  furnished  by  auscultation,  of  the  operation  which  they  are 
likely  to  effect.  The  practitioner  is  thus  guarded  against  over-dosing  with 
cathartics,  and  thereby  causing  exhausting  evacuations,  which  might  be 
very  injurious  in  a  debilitated  condition  of  the  system. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  attempt  a  description  of  the  sounds  which 
afford  these  indications,  as  a  little  observation  renders  obvious  the  sounds 
caused  by  a  rapid  peristaltic  action  briskly  agitating  the  liquid  contents 
of  the  intestines. 

In  cases  of  diarrhcea  this  method  of  exploration  is  valuable  in  forming 
an  estimate  of  the  severity  and  obstinacy  of  the  complaint.  In  many 
cases,  moreover,  in  the  progress  of  fevers,  and  other  diseases,  the  intesti- 
nal sounds  will  give  the  practitioner  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  this 
complaint,  long  before  the  occurrence  of  any  evacuations  ;  just  as  in 
pneumonia  the  sign  of  crepitation  reveals  the  character  of  the  disease, 
sometimes  long  before  the  appearance  of  the  characteristic  bloody  sputa. 
The  occurrence  of  a  diarrhoea  being  thus  anticipated,  it  may  often  be  pre- 
vented by  timely  medication. 

In  other  cases,  when  the  occurrence  of  frequent  copious  evacuations 
might  otherwise  cause  serious  apprehension,  we  can  by  this  means  obtain 
immediate  assurance  that  there  is  no  danger.  A  single  case  is  subjoined, 
as  an  instance  of  the  satisfactory  information  frequently  afforded  me  in 
such  cases. 

Some  years  since,  1  was  called  in  haste,  in  the  absence  of  the  attend- 
ing physician,  to  visit  an  aged  woman,  who  in  the  course  of  a  fever  had 
been  suddenly  attacked  with  diarrhoea.  The  evacuations  had  caused  ex- 
treme exhaustion,  with  faintness ;  and  the  patient  and  her  friends  were 
much  alarmed.  Applying  the  ear  over  the  abdomen,  I  decided  unhesi- 
tatingly that  the  diarrhoea  would  give  no  further  trouble ;  but  in  reply  I 
was  told  that  for  two  hours  the  evacuations  had  been  copious  and  fre- 
quent, the  last  only  a  few  minutes  previous  ;  and  it  was  urged  that  im- 
mediate remedies  must  be  applied  for  arresting  the  complaint.  I  persist- 
ed in  my  decision,  and  did  nothing  except  to  quiet  the  alarm  with  my 
assurances  that  the  diarrhoea  was  suspended.  It  was  now  early  in  the 
afternoon  ;  and  I  afterwards  learned,  from  the  attending  physician,  that 
there  was  no  subsequent  evacuation  until  the  next  morning. 

The  method  of  exploration,  recommended  in  this  essay,  may  be  prac- 
ticed, either  by  the  direct  application  of  the  ear,  or  through  the  medium 
of  the  stelhoscope.  The  stethoscope  is  advantageously  used,  when  it  is  de- 
sired to  discover  the  sounds  originating  in  any  definite  region  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal ;  but  for  most  purposes  the  direct  application  of  the  ear  is 
preferable. 

It  is  an  advantage  of  the  latter  method,  that  ordinarily  it  does  not  re- 
quire the  bed-clothing  of  the  patient  to  be  removed  ;  as  the  sounds,  which 
are  the  object  of  investigation,  may  commonly  be  heard,  with  sufficient 
clearness,  through  several  thicknesses  of  clothing — the  ear  being  applied, 
with  moderate  pressure,  over  the  abdomen,  while  the  patient  is  lying  on 
the  back.  In  no  case,  whether  the  immediate  or  mediate  method  is 
adopted,  is  it  required  to  entirely  uncover  the  abdomen. 

The  immediate  method  has  another  advantage,  that  it  not  only  disco- 
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vers  the  sounds  originating  directly  under  the  ear,  but  at  the  same  time 
notices  those  produced  in  more  distant  portions  of  the  intestines.  It  thus 
takes  a  general  observation  of  the  condition  and  action  of  the  intestinal 
canal,  more  fully  than  can  be  done  with  the  stethoscope. 

in  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  that  the  purpose,  of  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  the  medical  profession  the  subject  of  intestinal  auscultation,  has 
been  delayed  for  many  years,  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  give  the 
subject  a  more  satisfactory  degree  of  precision  and  system.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  it  will  be  understood,  is  claimed,  not  so  much  from 
its  affording  signs  to  characterize  and  distinguish  different  diseases,  as 
from  its  giving  indications  of  particular  morbid  conditions  and  actions  of 
the  intestines,  which  may  occur  in  various  diseases.  The  difficulty, 
which  has  been  my  chief  source  of  discouragement  and  delay,  has  been 
the  impossibility  of  giving  a  satisfactory  description  of  the  sounds  afford- 
ing these  indications.  To  describe  sounds,  by  language,  is  ordinarily  a 
difficult  matter.  We  recognize  at  once  the  voices  of  familiar  acquaintan- 
ces ;  but  we  should  fail  in  any  attempt  to  give  a  definite  description  of 
the  sounds  of  these  various  voices.  So  the  auscultator  may  discover 
variations  of  sound,  produced  within  the  intestinal  canal,  which  a  little 
observation  will  enable  him  to  improve,  as  signs  affording  clear  and  val- 
uable indications  ;  but  these  sicrns  are  to  be  learned  by  the  practitioner's 
own  experience,  rather  than  from  any  description  which  the  experience 
of  others  can  furnish. 


IRREGULAR  SCARLATINA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  recently  had  a  case  of  irregular  scarlatina  under 
my  charge,  and  thinking  that  some  account  of  it  may  be  useful  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  I  send  you  the  following  notice  for 
the  Journal. 

W.  W.,  aged  2  years  and  10  months,  was  observed,  on  the  2d  of 
April,  to  be  thickly  covered  with  a  rash  ;  but  as  the  scarlatina  was  not 
known  to  be  in  the  neighborhood,  and  as  he  showed  no  other  signs  of 
illness,  no  physician  was  called.  The  rash  disappeared  the  next  day, 
and  he  remained  pretty  well,  except  a  good  deal  of  itching,  and  one  or 
two  blotches  (of  urticaria,  I  suppose)  till  the  20th,  when  I  was  called  to 
see  him.  (In  the  mean  time,  his  mother  had  had  the  scarlatina  simplex 
pretty  severely,  and  was  just  able  to  sit  up  again.)  1  found  that  the  day 
previous  he  had  complained  of  lameness  in  his  left  leg,  and  had  in  the 
afternoon  been  quite  feverish.  His  symptoms  at  this  time  were — 
breathing  short ;  rapid  pulse  ;  tongue  coated  thickly,  with  red  and  dry 
tip  and  edges,  and  also  a  red  and  dry  strip  in  the  centre.  No  enlarged 
papillae  upon  it ;  great  thirst ;  skin  hot,  but  not  very  dry  ;  bowels  consti- 
pated ;  great  prostration,  and  soreness  of  flesh  all  over  ;  palms  of  hands 
itch  badly  ;  starts  very  frequently  in  his  sleep  ;  dozing  constantly.  No 
rash. 

On  the  11th  I  found  my  patient  much  as  yesterday,  and  also  disco- 
covered  soreness  of  the  throat.    He  now  had  all  the  symptoms  of  scar- 
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latina  anginosa  in  a  severe  form,  except  the  rash  and  the  enlarged  and 
red  papillae  of  the  tongue.  Delirious  last  night.  On  the  12th  there  was 
perceptible  improvement  in  his  symptoms,  but  his  right  eye-lids  were 
greatly  swollen,  and  red,  exhibiting  all  the  appearances  of  a  severe  case  of 
purulent  ophthalmia  of  infants,  except  the  purulent  discharge  ;  of  this 
there  was  but  little.  Canker  was  seen  upon  his  tongue.  After  this,  my 
little  patient  rapidly  improved,  and  is  now  about  the  house. 

On  the  day  I  was  called  to  this  case,  1  gave  him  small  doses  of  ipecac, 
which  produced  emesis — a  cathartic  given  the  night  previous  had  not 
operated.  After  this  the  treatment  consisted  mainly  of  demulcents  and 
gentle  laxatives,  with  half-grain  doses  of  ipecac.  I  would  caution  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession  against  the  administration  of  too 
strong  cathartics  in  cases  where  the  tongue  presents  the  appearances  above 
described,  as  they  will  only  increase  the  constipation  instead  of  removing 
it.  This  case  I  think  an  uncommon  one.  Dr.  Sims  mentions  having  seen 
one  case  very  much  like  it,  but  I  do  not  find  any  case  mentioned  by  any 
other  writer  that  at  all  resembles  it.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  expressly  states 
that  the  enlarged  papillae,  so  characteristic  of  this  disease,  are  sometimes 
absent.  S.  T. 


MEDICAL  PROPERTIES  OF  SULPHUR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  question,  to  what 
advantage,  and  in  what  form,  sulphur  may  be  used  as  a  medicine,  and 
disinfectant  in  cholera  times,  and  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  to  be  lament- 
ed that  sulphur  has  fallen  into  disuse,  and  given  place  to  a  tribe  of  dele- 
terious drenches  and  compounds,  whereby  a  number  of  diseases  (once 
nearly  eradicated  by  the  use  of  sulphur)  have  become  very  common,  I  am 
induced  to  hope  that  the  pens  of  some  of  the  medical  fraternity  will  be 
engaged  at  once  to  illustrate  and  vindicate  the  value  of  this  glorious  old 
member  of  the  materia  medica.  Those  physicians  and  students  whose 
time  will  admit  of  it,  could  expatiate  upon  this  subject  to  the  manifest 
^advantage  of  the  human  race  ;  but  as  a  further  inducement,  I  hereby  au- 
thorize you  to  offer  five  dollars  for  the  best  article  that  may  be  written 
upon  the  subject,  and  sent  to  your  care  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust next ;  the  article  not  to  exceed  three  or  four  closely-written  letter 
pages  in  length,  and,  of  course,  to  be  terse  and  comprehensive.  The 
decision  to  be  made  by  yourself  and  such  medical  gentlemen  as  you 
may  choose  to  associate  with  you.  And  it  is  a  condition  of  the  contract, 
that  all  the  articles  so  furnished  shall  be  at  your  own  disposal,  without 
further  cost,  for  publication  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  best  newspapers 
in  New  England.  * 

This  may  make  you  more  trouble  than  you  are  inclined  to  assume, 
but  consider  that  it  is  a  good  cause,  and  much  oblige 

Your  ob't  serv't,  S. 

[The  writer  of  the  above  is  well  known  to  us,  and  readers  may  be  as- 
sured that  he  is  responsible  for  his  promise. — Ed.] 
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A  City  Almshouse  and  Hospital. — A  premium  of  $300  having  been 
offered  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  best  plan  of  a  city  edifice  that  shall 
combine  all  the  necessary  conveniences  of  an  almshouse  and  hospital,  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  competitors.  Mr.  Edward  Shaw,  of  Boston,  is  one  of 
the  number,  the  details  of  whose  design  we  have  examined  with  peculiar 
satisfaction.  As  he  always  has  met  with  a  rebuff  in  all  attempts  for  the 
patronage  of  the  city  government,  the  same  course  of  neglect  may  be 
expected  on  this  occasion  ;  but  the  merit  of  having  devised  the  plan  of  a 
beautiful  and  excellent  arrangement  of  apartments,  appropriate  in  every 
respect  for  the  purposes  specified,  will  belong  to  him,  and  it  will  be  unfor- 
tunate for  the  city  if  his  economical  scheme  is  not  adopted.  Some  clumsy 
affair,  the  offspring  of  a  cousin's  cousin,  it  is  presumed,  will  receive  the^ 
smile  of  fortune,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  approval  of  the.  majority 
of  a  building  committee. 

But  the  most  decidedly  reprehensible  determination  of  the  present  City 
Council,  to  place  the  contemplated  cosily  structure  on  Deer  Island,  de- 
serves to  be  rebuked  by  every  voter  in  the  city.  The  project  was  conceived 
in  a  narrow  mind  that  cannot  grasp  an  idea  in  regard  to  the  future.  Bos-, 
ton  legislation  has  too  ofien  had  reference  to  the  day  of  its  enactment,  and 
not  to  a  distant  period,  when  the  population  would  be  half  a  million.  Hence 
the  streets,  even  on  all  the  new  lands,  are  laid  out  too  narrowly  ;  the 
squares  not  so  spacious  as  they  should  be  ;  and,  in  short,  a  contracted,  small- 
minded  policy  has  been  predominant,  except  during  the  Mayoralty  of  the 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Senior,  who  saw  the  necessities  of  the  future  gene- 
rations, and  his  administration  was  shaped  accordingly.  The  whole  ter- 
ritory of  Deer  Island  is  not  large  enough  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
paupers,  who  are  pouring  into  Boston  by  thousands  ;  and  yet  this  magnifi- 
cent fifty  thousand  dollar  palace  is  to  be  erected  on  the  beach  —  to  be 
abandoned  before  thirty  years  have  expired,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
getting  to  it,  and  because  more  room  will  be  required.  Breed's  Island,  with 
its  seven  hundred  acres,  overlooking  an  extent  of  country  of  five  and 
twenty  miles  in  all  directions,  is  the  spot  where  all  the  city  institutions,  now 
at  South  Boston,  should  be  placed.  Two  hundred  acres  each,  will  be 
found  none  loo  much  ground  for  the  Lunatic  Hospital,  House  of  Correc- 
tion, Almshouse  and  Hospital,  before  the  termination  of  twenty  years.  But 
a  hundred  years  hence,  who  can  calculate  the  value  of  such  a  site,  for 
health,  beauty  and  comfort,  as  an  appendage  to  the  metropolis  of  New 
England?  Could  the  whole  matter  be  suspended  till  a  new  set  of  men, 
are  called  to  deliberate  on  these  immensely  important  subjects,  it  is  possible 
the  present  contracted  scheme  would  expand  into  a  more  noble  one,  pro- 
mising more  for  the  good  of  the  city  and  for  humanity  in  after  ages. 

  . 

Skilful  Dentistry. — A  recent  notice  was  taken  of  the  beautiful  speci- 
mens of  dental  ingenuity,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock.  We  have  since  been  shown 
a  complicated  and  altogether  very  extraordinary  piece  of  dental  mechan- 
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ism  by  Dr.  Dudley,  238  Washington  street,  an  unobtrusive,  excellent  work- 
man. 

By  sad  misfortune,  Mr.  Horace  Bancroft,  of  St.  Charles,  Illinois,  had 
both  upper  and  under  jaws  shockingly  broken,  so  that  large  pieces  of  bone 
exfoliated,  and  all  the  teeth  but  two  were  forced  out.  Three  stumps  were 
found  on  the  left  side  of  the  upper  jaw  also.  A  more  unpromising  case 
rarely  occurs.  Discouraging  as  it  was  to  several,  who  were  not  willing  to 
undertake  to  remedy  the  deplorable  situation  of  the  patient  by  a  recourse 
to  art,  Dr.  Dudley  made  a  trial,  and  the  success  that  has  crowned  his 
effort  is  another  splendid  triumph  of  modern  dentistry,  of  which  the  whole 
profession  may  well  be  proud.  Mr.  Bancroft  not  only  looks  as  good  as 
new,  but  he  articulates  distinctly,  masticates  food  with  ease,  and,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  after  a  trial' of  a  year,  finds  himself  furnished  by  art 
with  apparatus  equal  to  that  originally  provided  by  nature. — Boston  is  the 
paradise  of  dentists,  both  as  it  respects  the  amount  of  work  done,  and  the 
prices  paid  for  it.  They  do  the  very  best  of  work,  and  obtain  fees  accord- 
ingly, which  is  as  it  should  be. 


Ventilatio7i  of  Buildings.— Massachusetts  is  a  state  of  impulses,  of  which 
Boston  is  the  heart.  One  mania  invariably  follows  another  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, like  spectacles  at  a  theatre.  For  the  last  two  years,  the  ventilation 
fever  has  raged  extensively,  it  having  been  ascertained  that  every  school- 
house  in  the  city,  the  Statehouse,  and  all  the  other^)laces  which  were  kept 
in  repair  out  of  the  public  treasury,  required  immediate  alterations,  at  no 
trifling  expense,  in  the  way  of  airing.  Even  the  city  stables  must 
have  more  air;  and  the  great  wooden  hospitals  at  Deer  Island,  which  can- 
not be  kept  comfortably  warm  in  winter,  were  beautifully  cut  and  carved, 
forsooth,  to  let  in  the  air  scientifically.  What  has  become  of  the  long 
spouts  under  the  floors,  the  patent  ventilating  stoves,  that  would  freeze  a 
company  much  sooner  than  they  would  warm  it  ?  Both  have  disappeared. 
The  bills  were  audited,  and  paid  too — and  now  the  wise  ones,  that  is, 
those  most  benefited  by  the  cry  for  fresh  air  on  a  bleak  island,  laugh  in 
their  sleeves,  and  the  costly  fixtures  in  the  mean  while  have  become  use- 
less trumpery.  Science  and  self-interest  are  very  distinct  affairs.  Ventila- 
tion is  certainly  of  immense  consequence  ;  but  the  openings  in  certain 
cases  are  so  large  that  people  with  one  eye  begin  to  see  through  the  pro- 
digious necessity  that  existed  for  letting  air  in  and  taking  money  out ! 

These  cogitations  have  resulted  from  an  examination  of  a  curious  inven- 
tion by  Messrs  Ottiwell  and  Kent,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  for  making 
doors  and  windows  perfectly  air-tight  at  the  bottom.  This  is  effected  in 
the  mere  act  of  closing  them.  So  the  world  goes  : — one  takes  out  a  patent 
for  letting  the  atmosphere  in,  and  another  for  keeping  it  out.  Both  have 
their  advocates,  and  under  certain  circumstances  are  meritorious.  Take  all 
these  mechanical  comforts,  and  all  the  patent  medicines,  and,  if  a  ninety- 
ninth  part  of  the  representations  in  regard  to  them  were  true,  this  would  be 
an  epoch  of  perfection,  and  men  might  live  or  die  most  beautifully,  just  as 
suits  their  convenience. 


Tar  Water  in  Cholera. — A  well  written  communication  appears  in  the 
Vandalia  (La.)  paper,  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Magoun.  of  Natchez,  on  cholera,  which 
is  very  sensible  till  he  arrives  at  the  remedy,  which  is  an  old  friend  with  a 
new  face,  and  is  nauseous  enough  in  all  conscience.    It  is  Tar  Water,  the  jest 
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of  ten  generations  of  wits  !  But  the  medicine,  as  recommended  by  Dr. 
M.,  is  to  be  taken  before  the  disease  appears.  14  The  water  casks  or 
buckets  from  which  the  water  is  to  be  drank,  should  be  coated  over  with 
tar,  and  enough  agitation  given  to  the  water  to  give  it  a  tarry  taste  and 
smell,  making-  it  slightly  astringent  and  pungent.  This  is  not  unpalatable, 
and,  after  using  it  a  short  time,  it  is  preferred." 

Southern  Medical  Reports. — E.  D.  Fenner,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans, 
proposes  to  publish  an  annual  volume  of  meteorology,  medical  topography, 
and  diseases  of  the  southern  States — containing  general  and  special  reports. 
Dr.  F.  is  a  man  of  energy,  science  and  tact,  and  whatever  he  allows  to  go  to 
the  public,  will  bear  a  close  examination.  Manuscripts  must  be  sent  to 
him  by  the  first  of  January,  to  receive  attention.  As  Dr.  Fenner  will  in 
no  way  interfere  with  medical  journals,  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  them,  if 
they  do  not  give  him  a  generous  support.  Articles  sent  to  the  care  of  this 
office  will  be  seasonably  forwarded. 


Castleton  Medical  College. — At  the  close  of  the  late  spring  session  of 
lectures  in  Castleton  Medical  College,  was  held  the  usual  examination  of 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  by  the  Faculty  and  Dele- 
gates of  the  Slate  Medical  Society.  It  being  the  duty  and  privilege  of  the 
delegates  to  participate  in  all  the  examinations,  to  examine  the  inaugural 
theses  and  certificates  #of  the  term  of  study,  and  to  give  a  vote  equivalent 
to  the  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  candidate,  and  also  to  report  thereon 
annually  to  the  Society  ;  after  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  precedent  du- 
ties, the  Delegates  presented  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society 
their  annual  report,  which  is  highly  commendatory  of  the  class  of  candi- 
dates and  the  College. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  on  twenty-seven  gen- 
tlemen ;  the  graduates  and  a  respectable  and  highly  interested  audience 
were  addressed  by  John  L.  Chandler,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  delegates.  The 
address  was  one  of  the  most  happy  and  opportune  efforts  of  the  accom- 
plished and  able  author — such  an  one  as  bespoke  in  the  minds  of  the  audi- 
tors a  desire  for  its  perusal  by  the  profession  at  large. 


Rhode  Island  Medical  Society. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society,  held  at  Providence,  June  27th,  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected: — S.  Augustus  Arnold,  Providence,  President  ;  George 
Capron,  Providence,  1st  Vice  President  ;  Hiram  Allen,  Cumberland,  2d 
Vice  President  ;  James  W.  C.  Ely,  Providence,  Recording  Secretary  ; 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  Providence,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  Lewis  W. 
Clifford,  Providence,  Treasurer;  Oliver  C.  Turner,  Newport,  Librdrifen 
and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  Southern  District;  Syl  vanus  Clapp,  North  Provi- 
dence, Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper  for  Northern  District.  Joseph  Mau- 
ran,  Theophilus  C.  Dunn,  William  A.  Shaw,  James  H.  Eldridgp,  Jabez 
Holmes,  Hervey  Armington,  William  Richardson,  Ezekiel  Fowler,  Censors. 
Drs.  James  E.  Roberts,  Edward  G.  McCormick,  and  Selim  H.  Stanley, 
were  admitted  fellows.  Professors  George  Hayward  and  John  Ware,  of 
Boston,  were  admitted  Honorary  Members. 

The  Fiske  Fund  Premium,  offered  in  1848,  for  the  best  dissertation  on 
"  Ship  Fever,  so  called,  its  nature,  and  best  mode  of  treatment,"  was  an- 
nounced to  have  been  gained  by  Henry  G.  Clark,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 
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A  learned  and  interesting  discourse  was  read  by  Dr.  David  King,  of 
Newport,  on  the  history  and  necessary  conditions  of  the  progress  of  medi- 
cal sciences.  The  committee  on  the  recent  history  of  cholera,  presented 
their  report,  parts  of  which  were  read  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons. 

The  venerable  Dr.  Levi  Wheaton  favored  the  meeting  by  his  presence. 
As  he  entered  the  Hall,  while  Dr.  King  was  deli  vering  his  discourses  pause 
of  some  minutes  ensued,  and  the  members,  with  a  general  and  sponta- 
neous impulse  of  respect,  rose  and  continued  standing  till  Dr.  Wheaton 
had  taken  his  seat. 


The  Cholera.  To  the  Editor.  Sir,— At  p.  425  of  your  last  No.,  June  27th,  you  say,  "It 
(Cliolera)  does  not  spread  in  this  city  (Boston).  Do  inform  an  anxious  mind,  it"  there  be  any 
Cholera,  or  if  there  has  been  any  to  spread  ?  1  believe  there  has  not  been  a  case  which  could  do 
either,  and  the  people  seem  to  think  somewhat  the  same. 

At  p.  128,  "  Albumen  in  the  urine  of  Cholera  Patients  '7  is  a  heading.  In  1832,  there  came  not 
a  drop  of  urine  out  of  a  cholera  bladder, — and  not  a  drop  was  found  in  one  after  death.  This  was 
the  case  in  Boston.  In  Paris  it  seems,  according  to  Rostan,  urine  abounds.  Nay,  albumen  in  it  is 
found  early  in  the  attack,  and  three  or  four  days  alter,  and  prognosis  is  derived  from  it,  at  least  Ros- 
tan "  would  give  no  prognosis  without  testing  the  urine/7  We  should  have  got  no  prognosis 
from  him  in  our  1832  disease.  But  times  change,  and  so  may  cholera.  Do,  kind  Editor,  tell  an 
anxious  mind  if  our  present  epidemic  is  the  same  with  that  of  1832  1  Do  report  the  state  of  things 
at  the  Fort  Hill  Hospital,  for  as  the  disease  does  not  spread  here,  it  probably  is  all  there. 

These  queries  are  put  because  a  man  of  very  mature  years  asked,  the  other  day,  if  any  cholera 
had  been  here  this  season.  He  did  what  many  men  have  done  befo/e  him.  He  answered  his  own 
question,  and  in  the  very  breath  in  which  it  was  put,  "  I  don't  believe  there  has  been  a  single  case 
of  cholera  in  Boston  this  season."  As  he  is  not  a  doctor,  the  people  may  think  precisely  as  he 
does  of  the  matter.    You  remember  the  adage,  "  Doctors  disagree,77  &c,  &c. 

Please  insert  this,  though  written  on — 5  by  4- — from  a  rare  writer,  but  a 

June  28,  1849.  Constant  Reader. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  calf  was  exhibited  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  last  week,  which  was  quite  a 
great  curiosity.  It  had  two  heads  separated  so  as  it  could  drink  milk  out  of  one  bucket,  while  it 
ate  meal  out  of  another.  The  heads  were  entirely  perfect,  there  being  four  ears,  four  eyes,  and 
the  indications  of  four  horns.  It  was  four  or  five  months  old,  but  could  not  walk,  the  heads  being  so 
heavy  as  to  destroy  its  balance. — Dr.  J.  F.  Wright,  of  Greenfield,  Ohio,  has  invented  a  machine  to 
print  the  names  of  subscribers  on  newspapers,  by  which  1800  papers  can  be  directed  in  an  hour 
with  perfect  accuracy.  It  is  to  be  patented. — A  severe  form  of  typhus  fever  is  carrying  off  the 
colored  people  in  some  of  the  charitable  institutions  in  Baltimore. — Frequent  accounts  appear  of  the 
prevalence  of  small  pox  in  the  country.  Why  don't  the  physicians  resort  to  the  only  remedy,  vac- 
cination ? — President  Polk  died  of  a  chronic  diarrhoea.— Dr.  John  B.  Beck's  address  to  the  grad- 
uates of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  March  last,  at  New  York,  has  appeared  in 
pamphlet,  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine. — At  St.  Louis  a  Miss  Taylor  was  taken  sick 
with  Cholera  on  Sunday.  It  was  supposed  that  she  had  died.  Her  brother  insisted  that  she 
should  not  be  buried  until  next  day.  On  Monday,  while  the  funeral  preparations  were  in  progress, 
she  suddenly  revived,  and  now  bids  fair  to  recover. — A  Dr.  Harmul,  who  sued  a  paper  for  a  libel 
on  his  wife,  has  had  a  verdict  returned,  of  $10,000  damages. — The  Annapolis  authorities  have  ap- 
propriated $250  for  lime,  to  prevent  the  cholera. — Of  a  population  of  three  thousand,  in  the  town 
of  Champlain,  N.  Y.,  there  are  now  living  sixty  persons  between  the  ages  of  seventy  and  eighty- 
six. — A  live  toad  has  been  found  in  a  block  of  wood,  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks  county,  Pa. — 
About  one  thousand  natives  had  died  of  measles  and  hooping  cough  at  Oahu,  Sandwich  Island, 
in  November  last,  according  to  the  Missionary  Herald.  Probably  the  mortality  of  the  other  islands 
was  not  so  great, — but  it  is  presumed  that  one  tenth  of  the  Hawaiians  were  carried  off  by  the  epi- 
demic.   The  native  race  is  doomed,  evidently,  to  disappear  in  the  course  of  years. 


Married. — Cyrus  S.  Mason,  M.  D.  of  Braintrec,  Mass.,  to  Miss  H.  Field.  In  Somerset  Co., 
N.  J.,  June  7th,  Simeon  S.  Dana,  M.  D.,  of  Clover  Hill,  Hunterdon,  Co.  N.  J.,  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Monfort,  of  Somerset  Co. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  eiuling;  June  29th,  88. — Males,  49 — females.  39. — 
Of  consumption,  10, — cholera,  2 — cancer,  2, — canker,  1 — child-bed,  1  — disease  of  the  heart,  5 
— drinking  cold  water,  10 — dysentery,  2 — diarrhoea,  J — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — dropsy,  1 — 
debility,  1 — drowned,  2 — scarlet  fever,  9—  typhus  fever,  6 — bilious  fever,  1 — infantile,  4 — 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  6 — inflammation  bowels,  2 — marasmus,  2 — sun  struck,  1 — teething,  4 — 
suicide,  3 — accidental,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — gastro-enteritis,  1 — cholera 
morbus,  1 — intemperance,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — paralysis,  1 — old  age,  1. 

Under  5  years,  24— between  5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years,  26— between  40 
and  60  years,  22 — over  60  years,  8. 
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(Edema  of  the  Uvula. — Dr.  Golding  Bird  lately  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  London,  to  a  condition  of  the  uvula  of  which  he  had 
met  with  three  cases,  but  which  he  believed  were  uncommon.  It  consisted 
of  an  elongation  of,  or  rather  addition  to,  the  uvula.  The  addition,  consist- 
ing of  a  thin  body,  varying  in  length,  and  about  the  size  of  a  crow-quill, 
appended  to  which  is  a  pellucid  body,  in  some  cases  about  the  size  of  a 
French  bean.  The  disease  seemed  to  consist  of  an  cedematous  condition 
of  the  membrane  of  the  uvula.  His  attention  had  been  called  to  it  first,  by 
having  been  sent  for  in  a  hurry  to  see  a  lady,  who.  having  been  previously 
in  good  health,  was  suddenly  seized  with  symptoms  of  suffocation,  and 
most  distressing  cough.  On  examining  the  throat,  at  first  nothing  unusual 
could  be  detected;  but  on  a  further  examination,  the  condition  above  re- 
ferred to  was  discovered.  A  pair  of  scissors  easily  snipped  off  the  offend- 
ing addition.  In  a  second  case  the  patient  was  a  publican — a  hard-working, 
sober  man,  but  who  had  suffered  from  slight  inflammatory  fever  before, 
in  his  case  the  signs  of  asphyxia  were  most  marked  and  alarming.  In  his 
case,  also,  the  body,  which  was  as  large  as  a  walnut,  and  in  this  instance 
without  a  pedicle,  was  easily  removed.  In  another  case,  a  young  man 
had  suffered  from  sore-throat  for  several  days,  and  here  the  symptoms  sud- 
denly became  alarming.  On  examining  the  throat,  a  body  connected  by  a 
pedicle  was  found  to  be  attached  to  the  uvula.  It  was  easily  removed. 
In  neither  of  these  cases  did  the  narrator  know  the  cause  of  the  affection, 
but  in  one  instance  the  urine  was  albuminous. 

Dr.  Bowie  related  a  case,  in  which  a  tumour  of  the  kind  mentioned  had 
produced  hoarseness,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions,  symptoms  of  asphyxia. 

Dr.  Bennet  had  seen  cases  of  oedema  of  the  uvula,  in  which  there  was 
no  concomitant  sore-throat.    Astringent  gargles  usually  cured  the  disease. 

Mr.  Pilcher  had  seen  cases  of  oedema  of  the  uvula.  In  some  instances 
a  body  hung  from  the  uvula,  suspended  by  a  thin,  pellucid  pedicle. 

Mr.  Hilton  had  seen  similar  cases.  The  bodies  attached  to  the  pedicle 
were  very  liable  to  get  down  into  the  larynx,  and  produce  spasmodic  action 
of  the  muscles  of  that  body,  and  threaten  suffocation.  He  mentioned  that 
he  had  seen  great  evil  arising  from  the  removal  of  the  uvula  ;  it  destroyed 
the  proper  form  of  the  pharynx,  and  interfered  with  deglutition. 


Homoeopathy  and  the  Cholera  {Paris). — Dr.  Guillot,  attached  to  the 
Salpetriere,  annoyed  at  the  little  success  his  treatment  of  cholera  was  meet- 
ing with,  and  staggered  by  the  high-soundino-  promises  of  the  adherents  of 
homoeopathy,  lately  gave  one  of  the  latter  six  beds  in  the  above-named  estab- 
lishment, the  patients  to  be  treated  homceopathically.  Hahnemann's  follow- 
er immediately  set  to  work,  and  began  to  exhibit,  first  globules  of  arsenic, 
then  globules  of  bryony,  and  lastly  of  charcoal.  But  alas  for  the  poor  pa- 
tients !  out  of  seven  thus  treated,  not  one  recovered  !  Of  course  the  homoe- 
opathic practitioner  was  obliged  to  give  up;  but  he  cheered  himself  with 
the  belief,  that  after  running  through  the  whole  materia  medica  the  true 
treatment  of  cholera  must  at  last  be  found.  Similar  trials  have  been  made 
at  the  Hopital  St.  Louis,  with  pretty  well  the  same  results  These  facts 
will  be  a  warning  to  those  who  would  be  inclined  to  give  faith  to  the  mag- 
nificent promises  of  homoeopathists. 

New  Medical  Boohs  in  London. — First  Report  of  the  Somerset  County 
Asylum  for  Insane  Paupers.  Objections  to  the  Indiscriminate  Use  of  Anaes- 
thetic Agents  in  Midwifery.    By  W.  F.  Montgomery,  A.  M.,  M,  Pm  &c 
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CASES  OF  UMBILICAL  HAEMORRHAGE  IN  INFANTS. 

BY  JOHN  HOMANS,  M.D. 

[Read  before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  and  communicated  for  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  the  following  cases  appears  to  command  sufficient  in- 
terest to  warrant  me  in  occupying  a  few  minutes  in  detailing  them. 

Case  1. — T.  M.,  a  healthy  child,  was  born  on  the  5th  January,  1842, 
and  continued  well  until  the  6th  day  from  its  birth,  when  slight  haemor- 
rhage commenced  from  the  navel,  which  resisted  all  control  by  pressure 
or  styptics,  or  compresses  and  bandages,  until  the  separation  of  the  cord 
on  the  ninth  day,  when  it  ceased  on  compression  being  firmly  applied 
after  the  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

Case  II. — E.  M.,  daughter  of  R.  M.  M.,  having  all  the  appearances 
of  health,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  February,  1842.  On  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  day,  the  cord  separated  and  all  appeared  well.  In  the 
evening  profuse  haemorrhage  from  the  umbilicus  commenced,  which  for 
several  hours  seemed  to  defy  all  attempts  to  arrest  it,  as  simple  compres- 
sion, the  application  of  styptics,  nitrate  of  silver,  &c,  but  was  at  length 
checked,  and  eventually  entirely  stopped,  by  a  compress  made  of  the 
particles  scraped  from  the  fleshy  side  of  sole  leather,  secured  by  strips 
of  adhesive  plaster  and  a  bandage  wound  tightly  around  the  body.  On 
the  day  following  considerable  blood  passed  from  the  bowels,  which  was 
dark  colored  and  mostly  coagulated,  perhaps  an  ounce.  In  two  or  three 
hours  this  was  succeeded  by  another  like  the  former.  At  this  time  the 
pulse  became  feeble,  the  skin  pale,  and  the  countenance  sallow,  though 
the  hue  did  not  exactly  resemble  that  of  jaundice.  The  child  slept 
more  than  is  usual,  and  when  awake  was  uneasy  as  if  in  pain,  for  the  next 
twenty-four  hours,  but  the  haemorrhage  did  not  recur,  and  the  child  re- 
covered its  health,  and  became  remarkably  vigorous.  In  the  spring  of 
1848,  when  6  years  old,  she  was  affected  with  jaundice,  from  which  she 
recovered  as  readily  as  other  children. 

Case  III.— F.,  son  of  G.  A.  F.,  born  June  10,  1848.  This  infant 
was  remarkable  for  its  good  proportions  and  healthy  appearance.  Cord 
separated  on  the  fifth  day,  and  on  the  sixth  (the  day  following),  bleed- 
ing commenced  from  the  navel  so  as  to  alarm  the  nurse,  and  induce  her 
to  send  for  medical  aid.  Supposing  me  to  be  out  of  the  city,  Dr. 
23 
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Martin  Gay,  who  lived  near  by,  was  first  called  in.  He  used  compression, 
which  was  apparently  successful  in  restraining  the  haemorrhage.  In  a 
few  hours  it  recurred  as  freely  as  before.  We  then  applied  caustic  in 
solid  form,  and,  over  all,  a  solution  of  gun  cotton  with  a  hair  pencil. 
The  application  of  the  solution  was  frequently  repeated,  the  part  being 
left  uncovered  and  freely  exposed,  so  that  should  bleeding  re-com- 
mence, pressure  with  a  small  firm  sponge  might  be  had  recourse  to. 
The  navel  and  part  immediately  surrounding  swelled  and  threatened  to 
burst  out,  and,  after  an  interval  of  twelve  hours,  bleeding  for  the  third 
time  took  place.  Caustic  was  again  applied,  and  the  solution  of  gun 
cotton  as  before. 

The  navel  was  now  inflamed  and  swollen,  so  as  somewhat  to  resemble 
an  umbilical  hernia.  I  think  a  very  slight  haemorrhage  occurred  on 
the  next  day,  which  was  immediately  arrested  by  the  solution  of  gun 
cotton  applied  as  before  ;  and,  on  that  day,  the  eighth  from  birth,  the 
skin  assumed  a  yellow  tint,  which  I  had  not  discovered  before.  The 
nurse,  however,  thinks  she  perceived  it  soon  after  birth.  From  this 
period,  no  recurrence  of  bleeding  or  symptoms  of  disease  appeared,  and 
the  yellowish  tint  of  the  skin  and  eyes,  and  morbid  aspect  of  the  coun- 
tenance, gradually  gave  place  to  the  freshness  and  fairness  of  health. 
He  has  since  been  uniformly  well. 

Case  IV — was  communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Stephen  Ball,  of  this  city. 

A.  M.,  daughter  of  T.  S.,  was  born  in  December,  1847.  She  was 
well  formed  and  apparently  healthy.  The  umbilical  cord  came  off  on 
the  fifth  day,  and  on  the  eighteenth  haemorrhage  commenced,  which  was 
partially  restrained  by  compression.  On  the  twenty-first  day  the  skin 
became  yellow,  and  purple  spots  appeared  on  the  legs,  and  bleeding  from 
the  gums.  On  the  same  day  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  in  solid  form. 
This  at  first  seemed  to  restrain  the  bleeding,  but  it  was  only  for  a  few 
hours,  and  when  restrained  ecchymosis  formed  around.  Finding  caustic 
unavailing  after  repeated  trials,  compression  was  resorted  to,  which  was 
effectual  for  some  hours,  but  haemorrhage  recurred,  and  continued  until 
death  took  place  on  the  23d  day  from  birth,  and  the  5th  from  the  first 
attack  of  haemorrhage. 

Case  V. — This  case  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  late  Dr.  Henry 
H.  Rising,  of  Westboro'. 

The  bleeding  commenced  five  days  from  birth,  from  a  point  within 
the  umbilicus,  thought  to  be  about  one  fourth  the  size  of  the  calibre  of 
the  cord  at  its  insertion.  The  child  appeared  well  and  plump  at  this 
period,  excepting  some  colicky  pains  and  green  stools.  A  yellow  tinge 
of  the  surface  gradually  came  on,  and  increased  until  death.  It  nursed 
well  until  three  or  four  hours  before  death.  No  unusual  degree  of  hae- 
morrhage during  its  last  hours. 

A  purple  spot  was  discovered  upon  the  spine  of  the  last  cervical  ver- 
tebra, three  days  before  death,  about  the  size  of  a  dime.  Others  of  a 
larger  size  were  discovered  upon  the  side  and  back,  the  day  before  its 
death.  One  appeared  upon  its  inner  ankle.  Mrs.  H.,  the  mother,  thinks 
she  noticed  this  the  second  day  of  its  illness,  a  small  point  then.  These 
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appearances  the  doctor  supposed  to  arise  from  mere  ordinary  capillary 
attraction,  and  he  took  hut  little  notice  of  them. 

Dr.  R.  applied  graduated  compresses  at  first,  the  nurse's  finger  kept 
constantly  pressed  upon  it,  as  heavily  as  the  state  of  the  bowels  would 
permit,  which  simple  means  once  stopped  the  bleeding  for  twelve  hours; 
afterwards  ice  on  compresses,  creosote,  powder  of  nutgalls,  the  solid  ni- 
trate of  silver,  &c,  with  no  effect.  Iron  heated  to  white  heat  was  applied 
freely  to  the  bleeding  surface — also  lint  soaked  in  gum  shellac  dissolved 
in  alcohol.  The  blood,  after  the  application  of  the  actual  cautery, 
oozed  from  the  sides  of  the  granulations  which  filled  the  cavity.  Spirits 
of  turpentine  and  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron  were  of  no  effect. 

Case  VI. — The  history  of  this  case  was  furnished  me  by  Dr.  Put- 
nam. It  differs  from  those  above  detailed,  in  the  earliness  of  the  period 
at  which  the  bleeding  commenced,  and  in  its  peculiarly  hemorrhagic 
character. 

The  child  was  born  about  10,  A.  M.  In  the  afternoon  blood  was 
found  to  have  been  oozing  from  the  funis,  and  ligatures  were  repeatedly 
applied.  During  the  night,  the  right  eyelid  became  oedematous,  and 
livid  from  extravasation  of  blood.  Effusion  soon  occurred  in  the  trunk 
and  limbs,  but  without  discoloration.  In  various  parts,  chiefly  of  the 
limbs,  were  circumscribed  portions  of  a  stony  hardness.  Pulsation  con- 
tinued in  the  funis,  and  blood  constantly  oozed  from  its  extremity  until 
the  fourth  day,  when  it  became  partially  detached,  and  the  blood  escaped 
from  the  place  of  separation.  Death  took  place  on  the  fifth  day.  Com- 
pression and  various  styptics  were  employed,  without  the  slightest 
advantage. 

Autopsy. — Surface  of  body  yellowish.  Effusion  of  blood  into  right 
upper  eyelid,  and  in  several  places  about  ankles  and  vulva.  Conside- 
rable amount  into  each  lung,  and  some  into  parietes  of  small  intestine. 
Blood  in  heart  pale  and  thin.  No  trace  of  clot.  Remains  of  funis  dried, 
and  as  if  soaked  in  blood.  No  blood  or  clot  in  umbilical  vessels,  and 
the  arteries  seemed  to  be  traceable  directly  into  the  funis. 

During  the  last  weeks  of  pregnancy,  there  was  a  remarkably  distinct 
soufflet,  synchronous  with  the  fcetal  pulsation.  It  was  heard  chiefly  in 
the  left  iliac  region.  By  changing  the  position  of  the  patient,  the  sound 
of  the  foetal  heart  could  be  heard  unattended  with  soufflet,  thus  proving 
that  it  was  produced  by  the  circulation  through  the  funis.  The  funis 
was  a  closely-twisted  spiral — unusually  large  and  turgid  with  numerous 
diverticula. 

Case  VII. — Dr.  Channing  furnished  me  with  the  following  case. 

A  son  of  Mr.  L.,  born  healthy  to  all  appearance.  On  the  second 
day  ecchymosis  was  observed  around  the  funis,  completely  encircling  it. 
Purple  spots  soon  after  appeared  universally.  The  umbilical  cord  sepa- 
rated on  the  fifth  day,  when  bleeding  commenced  from  its  origin,  and 
which  was  followed  in  a  few  hours  by  death. 

Of  the  above,  five  were  male  children,  and  two  females.  In  none  of 
the  parents  has  any  hemorrhagic  tendency  been  known. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  date  and  source  of  bleeding  in  these 
cases. 
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Case  1,  on  the  6th  day,  from  the  extremity  of  the  funis — recovered. 
"    2     "     4th  day,  after  separation  of  the  funis  " 
"    3     "     6th  day,  "  «  « 

"    4     "    18th  day,  «  "  died. 

"    5     "     5th  day,  "  "  « 

"    6    an  hour  or  two  after  birth,  before  separation,  from 

the  extremity  of  the  funis  " 
"    7    on  the  5th  day,  and  after  separation  of  the  funis  " 

In  the  2d,  4th,  6th,  and  7th  cases,  there  was  haemorrhage  from  other 
parts  besides  the  funis. 

158  Tremont  street,  July,  1849. 


TUMOR  OF  THE  LEFT  OVARIUM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — The  following  case  of  ovarian  disease  lately  came  under  my  no- 
tice ;  an  account  of  which  will  be  interesting  to  some  of  your  readers,  as 
several  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  in  our  country  were  consulted 
in  regard  to  it. 

Mrs.  C  ,  wife  of  H.  G.  C,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  died  June  8th, 

1849,  aged  36  years.  She  was  of  a  bilious  lymphatic  temperament, 
and  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  health  until  seven  years  since.  She  had 
been  married  nine  years,  and  given  birth  to  two  sons,  who  are  now 
alive  and  in  fine  health.  After  the  birth  of  the  first  child  (which  was 
seven  and  a  half  years  ago),  it  was  noticed  by  her  nurse  that  the  abdo- 
men remained  enlarged  for  an  unusual  length  of  time.  The  parts,  how- 
ever, regained  their  natural  position,  and  it  was  not  till  nearly  a  year 
from  that  time  that  the  tumor  was  first  discovered.  It  was  situated  in 
the  left  lumbar  region,  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  moveable.  At  this 
time  there  was  not  any  pain,  or  tenderness  on  pressure,  and  the  general 
health  was  good.  Nearly  five  and  a  half  years  ago  she  gave  birth  to 
her  last  child,  when  but  seven  months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  The 
child,  although  just  alive,  is  still  living  and  healthy.  The  abdomen 
remained  enlarged,  and  never  regained  its  natural  position.  The  tumor 
was  found  to  be  on  the  increase,  although  the  health  was  good.  Feeling 
some  alarm  for  her  situation,  five  years  since  she  first  consulted  Dr. 
Rich,  of  Bangor,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease.  He  at  once 
pronounced  it  ovarian,  and  that  an  alterative  course  of  treatment  was 
the  only  hope  of  arresting  it.  She  afterwards  consulted  Drs.  Cheever, 
Renton,  J.  C.  and  J.  INI.  Warren  ;  all  of  whom  agreed  in  regard  to  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  her  malady.  The  tumor  continued  to  increase 
in  size  ;  and  nearly  a  year  and  a  half  ago  abdominal  dropsy  made  its 
appearance.  This  at  length  became  very  troublesome  ;  which,  together 
with  the  weight  of  the  tumor,  produced  prolapsus  of  the  bladder.  She 
visited  Boston  six  months  since,  and  consulted  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  for  the 
prolapsus  ;  and  by  his  directions  an  ivory  pessary  was  constructed  and 
applied  so  as  to  retain  the  organ  within  the  pelvis  up  to  the  time  of  her 
death.  The  dropsy  became  so  severe  five  months  ago,  that  she  consult- 
ed Dr.  Josiah  Crosby,  of  Manchester,  and  he  performed  the  operation 
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of  paracentesis  abdominis,  and  removed  thirty  lbs.  of  light-colored  serum. 
A  severe  peritonitis  followed  the  operation,  and  for  a  time  recovery 
seemed  impossible.  The  acute  form  of  the  disease,  however,  yielded 
to  the  usual  remedies.  The  water  soon  accumulated,  and  in  nine 
weeks  Dr.  Crosby  again  removed  twenty-two  lbs.  of  serum  slightly 
tinged  with  yellow.  She  escaped  the  suffering  which  followed  the 
first  operation  ;  and  appeared  even  in  better  health  than  she  had  been 
for  several  months.  But  she  found  that  the  dropsy  was  rapidly  in- 
creasing ;  and  in  two  months  I  removed  thirty-five  lbs.  more  of  dark- 
colored  serum,  highly  tinged  with  green.  Nothing  unfavorable  after  the 
operation  ;  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  tumor  was  increasing  in  size. 
The  water  now  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  that  in  two  weeks  1  again 
removed  thirty  lbs.  of  thick,  dark-green  serum  ;  which  from  the  odor 
was  highly  charged  with  ammonia.  The  pain  she  suffered  through  the 
shoulders,  chest  and  abdomen,  before  tapping,  was  not  relieved  as  for- 
merly ;  but  gradually  increased,  and  at  last  became  insupportable.  About 
thirty-six  hours  prior  to  her  death,  I  suggested  to  her  the  use  of  chloro- 
form, to  which  she  consented.  It  was  applied  to  the  nose  on  a  napkin, 
and  so  great  was  the  relief  that  she  constantly  asked  for  it,  as  the 
strength  disappeared.  For  nearly  thirty  hours  she  was  under  its  influ- 
ence the  most  of  the  time,  without  any  apparent  ill  effect.  From  1 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  till  the  hour  of  her  death,  which  was  at  7  next 
morning,  she  remained  quiet,  and  appeared  unconscious  of  anything 
about  her. 

As  before  said,  her  general  health  was  always  good.  She  never  at 
any  time  suffered  pain  in  the  tumor ;  and  it  was  not  till  about  one 
year  ago  that  a  change  became  apparent  in  her  system.  Since  that 
time,  her  inferior  extremities  have  been  cedematous,  and  she  has  at 
times  suffered  severe  pain  in  her  limbs,  small  of  the  back,  through  the 
chest,  shoulders,  and  the  region  of  the  diaphragm.  Respiration  was 
always  good,  until  by  pressure  of  the  tumor  it  became  hurried  and  labo- 
rious, attended  occasionally  with  a  slight  cough.  Her  appetite  was  quite 
natural  until  within  two  months,  when  it  became  somewhat  capricious, 
and,  one  week  before  her  death,  almost  entirely  left  her.  The  digestive 
organs  were  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  four  weeks,  when  a 
troublesome  diarrhoea  made  its  appearance.  For  the  past  year  the  urine 
has  been  scanty,  and  voided  oftener  than  natural,  and  sometimes  also 
attended  with  pain.  The  bladder,  although  held  within  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis  by  the  pessary,  returned  completely  to  its  natural  situation  on  the 
first  tapping.  The  catamenia  had  always  been  regular  up  to  within 
two  months,  usual  in  quantity,  and  perfectly  natural  in  every  particular. 
Emaciation  took  place  rapidly  during  the  past  year  ;  so  much  so,  that 
at  last  she  was  a  mere  skeleton.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  she  could 
walk  from  room  to  room  the  last  few  days,  but  was  dressed  even  to 
the  last. 

Upon  the  post-mortem  examination  which  took  place,  I  found  fifteen 
lbs.  of  milky  serum,  in  which  were  floating  small  globules  of  lymph.  The 
tumor  was  ovoid  in  shape  ;  the  small  extremity  situated  superiorly.  It 
was  found  to  have  a  circular  attachment  to  the  umbilicus,  five  inches  in 
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diameter.  At  the  apex  it  was  also  attached  to  the  stomach,  liver,  dia- 
phragm and  left  lung,  in  such  a  way  that  the  least  motion  of  the  tumor 
produced  a  change  in  the  position  of  these  organs.  There  were  also 
three  other  points  of  attachment  to  the  peritoneum,  of  one  and  two 
inches  in  diameter,  in  the  left  hypochondriac  region.  Inferiorly  its  base 
rested  upon  the  pubes,  where  also  it  was  attached  to  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  pelvis.  A  few  slight  bands  passed  to  the  bladder;  but 
from  appearance  they  were  recently  formed.  The  uterus  appeared  to 
be  in  no  respect  connected  with  the  tumor.  The  pelvic  and  abdominal 
organs  lay  behind  it ;  all  of  which  appeared  perfectly  healthy,  only  be- 
ing somewhat  reduced  in  size,  excepting  the  bladder,  which  was  slightly 
enlarged.  They  were  all  entirely  coated  over  with  organized  lymph. 
The  abnormal  growth  was  the  left  ovary,  as  was  supposed  ;  and  retain- 
ing very  nearly  its  natural  shape.  It  was  attached  to  the  body  by  a 
round  cord  of  about  four  lines  in  diameter,  and  weighed  21  lbs.  and  8 
oz.  Its  external  surface  was  quite  smooth,  and  but  very  little  roughened 
on  any  part  of  it.  On  examination  a  glandular  appearance  was  at 
once  perceptible,  resembling  the  mammary  gland  in  color,  and  of  greater 
solidity.  The  Graafian  vesicles  could  be  plainly  seen  in  different  stages 
of  development :  some  as  they  naturally  existed  ;  others  two,  three  and 
five  inches  in  diameter,  but  instead  of  containing  a  viscid  liquid,  they  ap- 
peared to  consist  of  lobules  of  glandular  substance,  rendering  the  texture 
of  the  organ  equal  to  that  of  the  heart  itself.  The  right  ovary  was 
situated  naturally,  and  of  the  usual  size. 

Yours  respectfully, 
South  Deerfield,  N.  H.,  June  25,  1849.         J.  Allen  Tebbetts. 


CASE  OF  DISEASED  KIDNEY,  AND  STONE  IN  THE  BLADDER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  case  for  publication. 

I  was  called,  August  3,  1848,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  G.  W.  Fos- 
dick,  of  Goshen,  Indiana,  in  the  case  of  David  Hough,  aged  45  years, 
whose  health  had  suffered  much  for  eight  or  ten  years  past  in  conse- 
quence of  irritation  and  disease  of  the  urinary  organs.  At  the  time  of 
my  visit,  I  found  him  much  emaciated,  suffering  extremely  from  irritation 
and  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  having  been  confined  to  his  room  for 
several  months,  and  requiring  three  or  four  grains  of  morphine  every 
twenty-four  hours  to  give  him  any  relief  from  his  suffering  condition. 
His  attending  physician  had  fully  impressed  upon  his  mind  the  probability 
that  he  had  calculi  in  the  bladder,  and  that  nothing  but  an  operation 
could  give  him  more  than  temporary  relief.  Upon  sounding  the  bladder 
I  at  once  detected  a  stone,  having  first  introduced  a  silver  catheter.  As 
the  urine  flowed,  quite  a  quantity  of  foetid  pus  made  its  escape.  The 
introduction  of  the  instrument  gave  much  pain  and  suffering.  He  had 
been  treated  for  several  weeks  past  with  a  view  to  an  operation  if  a 
stone  was  found  ;  upon  sounding  the  bladder  it  was,  therefore,  determined 
upon  to  perform  the  operation  of  lithotomy  on  the  following  day. 
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A  laxative  of  rhubarb  and  magnesia  having  been  ordered  to  move  the 
bowels,  followed  by  a  full  anodyne,  I  proceeded,  on  the  next  day,  to 
operate  (assisted  by  my  friend  Dr.  Fosdick,  and  several  other  medical 
gentlemen  present)  by  the  lateral  operation.  Notwithstanding  his  ema- 
ciated condition,  I  found  the  perineum  much  thickened  and  firm.  When 
the  incision  was  extended  into  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  pus  escaped 
freely  with  the  urine.  I  now  introduced  my  finger  into  the  bladder,  and 
discovered  a  large  stone,  which  was  grasped  with  the  forceps  and  brought 
down  to  the  opening,  which  I  was  compelled  to  enlarge  by  introducing  a 
probe-pointed  bistoury  by  the  side  of  the  forceps.  It  still  required  some 
force  to  remove  the  stone.  While  making  traction  with  the  forceps  in 
my  right  hand,  with  the  fore-finger  of  my  left  ]  pushed  the  coats  of  the 
bladder  back  from  around  the  stone,  and  succeeded  in  removing  it.  It 
weighed  four  and  a  half  ounces.  The  bladder  was  washed  out  by 
throwing  into  it  milk  and  water,  and  the  patient  put  in  bed,  resting  upon 
his  left  side,  with  the  thighs  flexed,  and  a  gum-elastic  tube  left  in  the 
wound  to  facilitate  the  escape  of  urine. 

Notwithstanding  the  diseased  condition  of  the  bladder,  he  slowly  re- 
covered without  any  unusual  symptoms.  The  wound  was  slow  in  heal- 
ing, leaving  a  small  fistulous  opening.  His  health  so  far  improved  during 
the  fall  and  winter,  as  to  enable  him  to  pursue  his  usual  trade,  which  was 
shoe-making. 

April  30th,  1849,  he  was  taken  with  a  severe  rigor,  followed  by  fever 
and  diarrhoea,  and  profuse  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  supposed  to  be 
from  hemorrhoids.  Dr.  G.  W.  Fosdick  saw  him  on  the  second  day 
after  the  attack,  and  found  him  with  a  small  pulse,  anxious  counte- 
nance, and  in  a  sinking  condition.  Stimulants  and  cordials  were  ad- 
ministered, but  he  soon  died. 

Autopsy,  six  hours  after  death,  revealed  the  true  condition  of  the  case, 
and  the  cause  of  death.  The  left  kidney  was  very  much  enlarged, 
filled  with  foetid  pus  ;  ureter  much  enlarged,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  the  calibre  corresponding  with  the  size,  its  coats  not  thickened, 
and  also  containing  pus.  Right  kidney  not  so  large  as  left,  filled  with 
foetid  pus.  The  pelvis  contained  twenty-two  stones  or  gravelly  concre- 
tions, from  the  size  of  a  common  white  bean  to  that  of  a  pin's  head. 
Right  ureter  not  as  large  as  left,  but  containing  also  considerable  pus. 
The  bladder  was  contracted,  and  the  coats  very  much  thickened. 
The  incision  made  in  the  bladder  in  the  operation  remained  open  as 
large  as  a  half  dime.  The  bladder  contained  a  small  stone  as  large  as  a 
quail's  egg,  and  very  rough.  Daniel  Meeker,  M.D., 

Laporte,  Lid.,  June,  1849.  Prof,  of  Anat.  in  Ind.  Med.  Coll, 


MEDICAL  MATTERS  AT  PANAMA— LETTER  FROM  DR.  LEONARD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — As  you  will  perceive  by  the  date  of  my  letter,  I  am  really 
on  the  "  Isthmus,"  the  far-famed  place  of  alligators,  and  reptiles  of  hide- 
ous shape.    By  the  way,  I  have  not  as  yet  seen  a  single  alligator  or  ser- 
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pent  since  my  arrival  at  Chagres.  No  place  was  ever  more  defamed. 
The  town  is  cleanly,  and  at  present  healthy.  The  river,  instead  of  being 
a  filthy  pool,  teeming  with  lizards  and  throwing  out  the  elements  of  dis- 
ease and  death,  is  a  lovely  one ;  a  winding  stream  of  clear  sweet  water, 
its  banks  rich  in  verdant  foliage  and  wild  flowers,  rendered  almost  en- 
chanting by  the  music  of  birds.  Had  Chagres  given  birth  to  Burns,  her 
noble  river  would  have  been  immortalized  in  song. 

"  Flow  gently,  sweet "  Chagres,  &c, 

would  have  been  the  strain,  and  Afton's  waters  would  yet  remain 
unsung. 

I  have  been  here  about  17  days.  Our  journey  across  the  isthmus  was 
rather  a  fatiguing  one ;  but  it  was  mingled  so  much  with  the  delightsome, 
the  exciting  and  the  new,  that  we  did  not  realize  our  weariness  until  we 
had  arrived  at  the  end  of  our  journey. 

Panama  contains  about  5000  inhabitants.  It  is  in  a  state  of  ruin.  It 
is  a  walled  city,  built  after  the  manner  of  most  Spanish  towns.  After 
the  stranger  has  spent  a  day  about  town,  looking  in  at  the  hotels  and 
shops,  his  attention  will  be  next  directed  to  the  ruins  of  churches,  con- 
vents, monasteries,  cathedrals,  and  fortifications  which  yet  remain  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  and  are  partially  occupied  by  priests,  nuns  and 
soldiers.  I  think  this  might  be  as  healthy  as  any  town  in  a  tropical  cli- 
mate, if  proper  cleanliness  and  quarantine  measures  were  instituted.  But 
as  it  is,  there  is  so  much  filth  and  lack  of  health  regulations,  that  it  is, 
from  the  very  nature  of  things,  otherwise.  Some  15  or  20  Americans 
have  died  here,  since  December  last,  of  fevers  and  other  disorders. 
Many  have  been  sick.  More  than  half  of  the  American  population  are 
either  sick,  or,  to  use  the  common  phrase,  are  "  out  of  health."  Inter- 
mittent and  remittent  fevers  prevail  here  more  or  less  at  all  seasons,  par- 
ticularly during  the  rainy  season,  which  is  just  commencing.  Diarrhoea 
and  dysentery  are  rather  common  among  both  emigrants  and  natives  at 
this  time.  These  latter  diseases  yield  readily  to  early  and  appropriate  treat- 
ment. I  have  treated  several  cases,  and  have  been  gratified  with  the 
success  I. met  with.  In  the  early  stages  of  diarrhoea,  I  give  tine.  opi. 
from  15  to  25  drops  every  three  hours,  enjoining  quietude;  farinaceous 
diet,  drinks  in  small  quantities,  with  a  large  mustard  plaster  over  the  ab- 
domen. Dysentery  should  be  managed  on  the  same  principles ;  instead 
of  the  laudanum,  I  prefer  six  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  combined  with  two 
of  calomel  every  three  hours,  until  bilious  evacuations  appear,  which  is 
generally  soon — in  all  the  cases  that  I  have  seen,  within  24  hours.  In 
two  instances  were  the  stools  very  copious  and  sanguineous,  and  in  these 
I  added  to  the  prescription  acetate  of  lead  in  two  grain  doses.  I  have 
treated  but  one  case  of  fever.  That  did  well  under  the  usual  treatment 
for  bilious  remittents ;  two  grains  of  quinine  were  prescribed  every  four 
hours,  and  continued  until  convalescence  was  established. 

The  water  here  is  decidedly  bad  ;  there  are  no  good  wells  in  the  city. 
The  water  is  brought  in  town  on  mules,  and  sold  for  a  rial  a  jar.  It  is 
often  thick  and  foetid.    This  must  be  another  source  of  disease. 

When  the  Crescent  City  Steamer  arrived  at  Chagres,  the  Propeller 
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Col.  Staunton  was  lying  there  with  some  two  or  three  cases  of  cholera  on 
board.  The  Col.  Staunton  was  from  New  Orleans.  About  twenty  cases 
occurred  on  board  during  the  voyage,  and  five  or  six  deaths.  They 
buried  two  at  Chagres.  As  we  passed  up  the  river  about  25  miles,  a 
party  from  the  Col.  Staunton  had  tented  out  and  were  about  to  bury  one 
of  their  number  who  had  died  that  morning  of  cholera.  They  came  up 
and  encamped  near  us  that  night.  The  next  day  they  left  two  of  their 
companions  on  the  way  sick.  I  never  heard  from  them  afterwards. 
Another  of  them  died  of  cholera  at  Gorgond.  One  of  our  fellow  passen- 
gers was  seized  with  the  disease  the  evening  we  arrived  here.  He  died 
the  next  day — and  two  natives  died  of  cholera  a  day  or  two  after. 
These  circumstances  being  generally  well  known,  caused  some  excite- 
ment and  alarm.  Mr.  Nelson,  the  American  Consul,  was  applied  to  for 
advice  upon  the  subject.  He  said  he  was  not  apprehensive  of  a  preva- 
lence of  the  disease,  inasmuch  as  this  was  the  third  time  it  had  been  in- 
troduced here  from  foreign  parts,  and  it  never  had  extended  beyond 
three  or  four  cases.  A  physician  of  standing,  who  saw  all  the  cholera 
patients  who  died  here  .last  winter,  and  who  also  attended  Mr.  Van 
Houton,  the  passenger  from  the  Crescent  City,  confirms  what  Mr.  Nelson 
says. 

It  is  singular  that  a  healthy  person,  coming  from  a  healthy  ship,  should 
contract  spasmodic  cholera  and  die  of  it  in  a  town  where  the  evidences 
are  that  such  disease  cannot  prevail  as  an  epidemic.  It  is  singular,  too, 
that  the  disorder  immediately  declines  on  its  introduction  here,  in  a  place 
in  which  filth  and  other  material  for  its  generation  are  so  abundant  as 
in  Panama.  Here  are  impure  air,  impure  water,  old  buildings,  carrion, 
and  all  manner  of  filth,  with  no  scavengers  but  the  buzzards,  that,  as 
numerous  as  they  are,  have  more  than  they  can  do. 

It  is  asserted  that  cholera  has  never  prevailed  in  these  latitudes  on  the 
shore  of  the  Pacific.  If  this  is  so  (?),  it  is  another  unaccountable  fact 
connected  with  the  history  and  progress  of  the  disease.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  ever  hearing  of  cholera  in  any  of  the  Pacific  towns,  from  Valparaiso 
up  the  coast,  though  it  has  raged  with  a  deadly  sweep  in  the  interior  of 
the  country  in  the  same  latitudes.  I  may  be  mistaken  on  this  point,  but 
I  think  that  1  am  correct  in  this  impression. 

How  far  these  facts  will  go  to  substantiate  the  doctrine  of  contagion, 
or  non-contagion,  I  cannot  determine.  That  they  do  not  remove  the 
veil  of  mystery  which  hangs  over  this  disease,  is  very  true — they  rather 
seem  to  color  it  deeper.  However  this  may  be,  they  are  respectfully 
submitted  to  your  disposal. 

I  will  not  weary  you  nor  the  readers  of  the  Journal  with  a  description 
of  Panama.  1  expect  to  leave  it  in  a  few  days  for  St.  Francisco.  I 
shall  avail  myself  of  some  opportunities  of  writing  from  that  place,  if  such 
communications  are  agreeable  to  your  wishes. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours,  J.  P.  Leonard. 

Panama,  May  17,  1849. 

Note. — That  the  disease  which  occurred  here  last  winter,  and  since 
the  arrival  of  the  Col.  Staunton  at  Chagres,  was  real  Asiatic  cholera,  there 


458 


Strangulated  Hernia. 


can  be  no  doubt.  Tbis  is  the  united  opinion  of  several  physicians,  one 
of  whom  saw  many  cases  of  cholera  in  New  York  during  the  epidemics 
of  1832  and  1334. 


STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — Believing  the  following  case  of  strangulated  hernia  to  be  one  of 
interest  to  the  medical  profession,  I  send  it  to  you  for  publication. 

Mr.  Win.  Beal,  of  this  village,  requested  me  to  visit  his  brother,  Sam- 
uel Beal,  of  Wales,  on  Friday,  the  12th  ult.  He  stated  to  me,  that  his 
brother  had  been  at  work  the  Wednesday  previous,  building  some  fence, 
and  that,  while  thus  engaged,  two  old,  oblique  inguinal  hernias,  with 
which  he  had  been  troubled  for  about  twenty  years,  came  down  three  or 
four  times,  in  the  course  of  the  day.  These  hernial  tumors  he  describ- 
ed as  being  about  the  size  of  one  of  his  fists.  He  succeeded  in  reducing 
them  without  any  material  difficulty,  as  he  had  always  before  done.  Im- 
mediately after  the  last  reduction,  he  was  seized  with  pain  low  down  in 
the  bowels,  which  soon,  however,  affected  him  higher  up,  about  the 
region  of  the  umbilicus,  resembling  that  of  colic.  On  the  following 
morning,  Dr.  Prescott,  of  Monmouth,  was  sent  for,  who  pronounced  the 
case  "colic."  When  1  arrived  there,  on  Friday  evening,  the  patient 
presented  the  following  symptoms.  Severe  pain  in  abdomen,  tympanitis, 
great  restlessness,  occasional  vomiting,  thirst,  tongue  coated,  rather  dark 
colored  and  dry,  pulse  about  100.    He  had  had  no  evacuation  from  the 

bowels  since  he  was  taken.  Dr.  P  had  administered  cathartics  of  cak 

and  croton  oil ;  had  bled  him,  made  use  of  the  warm  bath,  and  applied  a 
blister  to  the  abdomen,  without  any  relief. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  history  of  the  case,  together  with  the 
inutility  of  the  treatment,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  strangulation  of  a" 
portion  of  intestine,  at  one  or  the  other  of  the  internal  inguinal  rings, 
must  have  taken  place,  and  was  the  cause  of  the  symptoms  present.  On 
examination,  however,  of  the  inguinal  regions,  I  could  not  discover  the 
slightest  appearance  of  tumor  on  either  side,  and  but  slight  tenderness 
and  soreness  on  the  left.  The  right  external  ring  being  very  large, 
together  with  the  absence  of  tenderness  on  that  side,  led  me  to  form  the 
opinion  that  the  stricture  must  be  at  the  left  internal  ring.    I  therefore 

proposed  to  Dr.  P   to  give  him  sulph.  mor.  gr.  ss.,  and  cal.  grs.  xx, 

to  xxx.,  and  if  there  should  be  no  evacuation  from  the  bowels  by  morning 
to  perform  the  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  ;  first  cutting  upon  the 
left  side,  and  failing  to  find  stricture  there,  then  upon  the  right  side. 
Soon  after  taking  the  morphine  he  became  more  quiet,  and  fell  asleep 
for  the  first  time  since  he  had  been  sick.  About  12  o'clock,'  I  left  him  to 
return  home.  In  the  morning,  as  we  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
patient,  his  brother,  who  accompanied  me,  inquired  of  some  of  the  neigh- 
bors whom  we  met,  how  he  was.  The  answer  was,  "  he  is  better ;  Dr. 
P  «—  says  there  has  been  a  partial  operation  from  the  bowels,  and  he  is 
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doing  well."— While  going  into  the  house  we  met  Dr.  P  —  at  the  door, 

who  made  the  same  statement.  I  proceeded  to  his  room,  and  was  sur- 
prised to  find  him  in  a  sinking  state,  pulse  120,  small  and  weak,  cold  ex- 
tremities, and  every  indication  that  he  could  not  live  twenty-four  hours, 

I  immediately  stated  to  his  brother,  that  I  differed  from  Dr.  P  in  the 

opinion  that  the  patient  was  better,  and  that  an  operation  for  strangulated 
hernia  alone  could  save  him.  At  the  same  time,  I  candidly  told  him  I 
was  not  certain  of  finding  stricture  at  either  of  the  internal  rings  ;  and, 
even  should  J  find  stricture  as  I  expected,  yet  the  amount  of  peritonitis 
present,  and  the  state  of  exhaustion,  might  prevent  an  operation  from  be- 
ing successful.  But  of  one  thing  I  assured  him,  that  without  the  opera- 
tion he  must  die.    After  hearing  my  statements,  he  was  anxious  to  have 

me  operate.    But  Dr.  P   still  insisting  that  the  case  was  one  of 

"colic,"  and  the  patient  "  better"  and  "  doing  well,"  1  thought  1  should 
be  assuming  a  greater  amount  of  responsibility  than  I  ought,  if  I  operated 
without  more  counsel.  I  therefore  requested  that  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Hal- 
lowell,  or  Dr.  Hill,  of  Augusta,  might  be  sent  for. 

When  I  next  examined  the  patient,  I  discovered  a  tumor  extending 
from  the  right  external  inguinal  ring,  along  the  spermatic  cord,  to  near 
the  right  testis.  It  could  plainly  be  seen,  was  not  very  elastic,  and  could 
easily  be  made  to  disappear  with  slight  pressure,  passing  into  the  external 
ring,  apparently  into  the  abdomen.  This  tumor,  1  have  no  doubt,  existed 
the  evening  before,  though  I  did  not  then  notice  it.  1  watched  this 
tumor  during  the  day,  and  found  that  it  soon  returned  after  being  made 
to  disappear;  and  the  longer  it  remained  untouched,  the  larger,  firmer  and 
more  elastic  it  became.  But,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  ease  with 
which  it  could  be  got  rid  of,  I  could  not  help  thinking  there  was  some 
deception  about  it,  and  that  an  operation  would  discover  stricture  at  the 
internal  ring. 

Dr.  Hubbard  arrived  about  5  o'clock,  P.  M.  After  an  examination  of 
the  symptoms  and  the  history  of  the  case,  he  agreed  with  me  in  the 
opinion  that  strangulation  probably  existed  at  one  or  the  other  internal 
inguinal  rings.  The  patient  was  now  in  a  still  more  sinking  state  than  in 
the  morning;  pulse  140,  and  almost  imperceptible;  increased  tympanitis; 
great  coldness  of  the  extremities ;  frequent  vomiting  ;  faintness  on  being 
placed  in  the  erect  posture,  he.  At  the  first  examination  of  the  patient, 
Dr.  H  did  not  discover  the  hernial  tumor  on  the  right  side,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  disappearing  so  easily  on  handling  the  parts.  He  was 
undecided  about  the  propriety  of  an  operation,  on  account  of  the  sinking 
condition  of  the  patient,  and  from  the  fear  that  invagination  of  a  portion  of 
intestine  might  have  taken  place  during  the  reduction  of  the  herniae  the 
last  time  on  Wednesday,  and  also  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  as  to 
which  side  the  operation  should  be  performed,  if  done  at  all.  He  re- 
commended to  make  some  farther  attempts  to  move  the  bowels  by  ene- 
mata,  throwing  up  a  large  quantity  so  as  to  produce  effect  by  distension  ; 
also  to  try  to  get  rid  of  the  strangulation  by  lifting  the  patient  by  the 
heels,  and  holding  him  in  that  position  for  a  short  time. 

These  means  proving  unavailing,  the  propriety  of  attempting  an  ope- 
ration again  came  up  for  consideration.    Should  we  try  to  save  him  by 
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that,  or  should  we  abandon  him  to  his  fate  ?  And  if  we  concluded  to 
operate,  how  and  where  should  it  be  done  ?    These  were  questions 

more  easily  asked  than  answered.    Dr.  H  suggested,  rather  than 

recommended,  that  we  should  make  an  incision  of  sufficient  length,  in 
the  mesial  line  just  above  the  pubis,  to  enable  us  to  get  at  the  internal 
inguinal  ring  on  either  side,  and  relieve  the  stricture  at  whichever  place 
it  might  be  found.  I  told  them  I  was  then  willing  to  acquiesce  in 
whatever  decision  we  might  come  to,  after  proper  deliberation,  either  to 
operate  in  the  manner  and  place  that  might  be  considered  for  the  best, 
or  not  to  operate,  if  we  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an  opera- 
tion was  not  proper  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  stated  to  them  that  I  did  not  like  the  idea  of  the  patient's 
dying  without  an  attempt  being  made  to  save  him  by  an  operation  ;  and 
that,  had  I  been  alone  with  him  in  the  morning,  so  situated  that  I  could 
not  get  any  counsel,  I  should  not  have  dared  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  letting  hirn  die  without  a  resort  to  it.  I  was  asked  where  I  should 
have  performed  the  operation.  Having  in  mind  the  tumor  I  had  noticed 
on  the  right  side  during  the  day,  my  reply  was,  "  I  would  have  cut  upon 
the  right  side  ;  had  I  not  found  stricture  there,  I  would  then  have  cut 

upon  the  left."    When  we  returned  to  the  room,  I  drew  Dr.  H  's 

attention  to  the  tumor  above  mentioned.  As  it  had  remained  untouched 
for  some  length  of  time,  it  could  readily  be  seen  and  felt,  but,  as  at 
other  times  during  the  day,  was  easily  made  to  disappear  (apparently 
passing  into  the  abdomen),  by  slight  pressure  in  the  direction  of  the 
inguinal  canal.    From  its  being  so  easily  got  rid  of,  and  from  the  large 

size  of  the  external  ring,  Dr.  H  formed  the  opinion  that  there 

could  not  be  stricture  at  the  right  internal  ring,  but  that  it  must  be  at  the 
left,  if  it  existed  at  all.  As  there  was  slight  tenderness  on  the  left  side 
from  pressure  over  the  inguinal  canal,  and  none  on  the  right  (there  was, 
however,  a  sensation  of  numbness  felt  by  the  patient  from  pressure  on 
the  right  side),  this  opinion  appeared  plausible.  It  was,  therefore,  de- 
cided that  the  operation  should  be  done  on  the  left  side,  if  at  all.  But 
as  it  was  now  late,  and  the  patient  very  restless,  and  much  exhausted, 
it  was  proposed  to  put  him  under  the  influence  of  opium,  grs.  3  to  4, 
and  to  operate  in  the  morning,  should  his  situation  be  such  as  to  war- 
rant it. 

When  we  entered  his  room  in  the  morning,  we  found  him  evidently 
in  a  dying  state.  All  thoughts  of  an  operation  were  now,  of  course, 
abandoned,  and  we  left  him  to  his  fate.  He  died  about  8  o'clock,  A. 
M.  Previous  to  my  leaving,  I  made  arrangements  with  the  brother  for 
an  examination  <of  the  body,  provided  he  could  get  the  consent  of  the 
rest  of  the  family.  Jf  an  examination  could  be  had,  he  was  to  notify 
me  early  tke  next  morning,  so  that  I  might  meet  Dr.  Prescott  there  at 
10,  A.  M.  But  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  rain  the  next  day,  he  did 
not  let  me  know  until  12i  o'clock,  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  interment  at  3.  The  distance  was  ten  miles.  But  so  anxious 
was  I  to  make  the  autopsy,  I  started  immediately  notwithstanding  the 
lateness  of  the  hour.  When  I  got  there,  I  found  Dr.  P.  waiting.  He 
thought  we  should  not  have  time.    But  I  was  determined  to  know  if 
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strangulation  existed  in  the  case,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  that  by 
working  with  despatch,  we  should  have  plenty  of  time.  Accordingly 
we  proceeded  to  make  the  examination. 

The  body  was  but  little  emaciated,  and  the  abdomen  was  very  much 
distended.  The  hernial  tumor,  noticed  before  death,  was  now  much 
larger  and  firmer  than  it  was'then,  leaving  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  before 
opening  the  abdomen,  that  stricture  existed  at  the  internal  ring  of  that 
side.  I  made  a  crucial  incision,  cutting  as  low  upon  the  pubis  as  I 
could,  in  order  to  have  a  fair  chance  to  get  at  the  internal  inguinal  rings. 
As  I  cut  through  the  peritoneum  a  small  quantity  of  bloody  serum,  the 
result  of  effusion  from  inflammation  of  that  membrane,  gushed  out. 
The  small  intestines  were  much  distended  with  gas,  and  their  peritoneal 
coat  much  inflamed.  On  examining  the  left  internal  ring,  there  was 
found  a  portion  of  the  small  intestine,  doubled  into  the  canal,  and  ex- 
tending down  to  the  external  ring,  but  not  protruding  from  it.  This  I 
drew  out  easily,  there  appearing  to  be  no  stricture  to  prevent,  and  the 
intestine  being  of  its  natural  color.  On  the  right  side  I  found  that  the 
hernial  tumor  consisted  of  a  portion  of  intestine,  distended  with  gas. 
There  was  stricture  made  by  the  mouth  of  the  hernial  sac.  This  stric- 
ture was  not  very  firm,  but  sufficiently  so  to  prevent  the  portion  of  intes- 
tine from  being  drawn  out,  without  risk  of  rupturing  it,  until  by  pressure 
the  gas  contained  in  that  portion  of  it  below  the  stricture,  was  made 
to  pass  above  it,  when  1  drew  it  out  without  much  difficulty.  The  por- 
tion of  intestine  contained  in  the  hernial  sac  was  somewhat  inflamed,  but 
there  were  no  appearances  of  gangrene.  All  mystery  in  relation  to  the 
nature  of  the  case,  was  now  solved.  The  reason  why  the  hernial  tumor, 
during  the  life  of  the  patient,  was  not  firmer  and  more  elastic,  was  ow- 
ing to  the  stricture  not  being  very  firm  and  close  ;  and  also  the  want 
of  tenderness  on  pressure  is  accounted  for  in  the  same  way.  The  right 
internal  inguinal  ring  was  so  large  as  easily  to  admit  one  of  my  thumbs, 
and  the  canal  was  also  very  large.  Whether,  when  pressure  was  made 
upon  the  tumor,  the  hernial  sac,  with  its  contents,  passed  into  the  abdo- 
men, or  whether,  from  the  large  size  of  the  inguinal  canal,  and  the  in- 
testine not  being  much  distended,  it  was  simply  pushed  within  the  external 
ring,  I  am  unable  to  say.  Either  will  account  for  the  ease  with  which 
the  tumor  was  got  rid  of  by  pressure. 

Had  this  case  been  rightly  discriminated  when  a  physician  was  called 
on  Thursday,  and  the  proper  treatment  adopted,  and  carried  out  for  a 
reasonable  length  of  time,  and  an  operation  resorted  to  when  that  failed 
of  affording  relief,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  patient  might 
have  been  saved.  As  it  was,  he  would  have  lived  longer  without  treat- 
ment, than  with  such  as  he  had,  that  serving  rather  to  hasten  the  fatal 
termination  than  to  prevent  it.  In  such  a  case,  correct  diagnosis  and 
prompt  action  are  of  the  utmost  importance  ;  and  an  operation  should 
not  be  too  long  delayed,  as  by  so  doing  the  life  of  the  patient  is  too 
often  thrown  away.  A.  F.  Stanley. 

mntkrop,  Me.,  June  29,  1849. 


(  462  ) 


THE  MEDICINAL  QUALITIES  OF  THE  SCROPHULARIA  MARILANDICA. 

BY  FRANKLIN  B.  HOUGH,  A.M.,  M.D. 
[Communicated  (or  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

The  genus  Scrophidaria,  which  has  been  selected  as  the  type  of  an  ex- 
tensive and  interesting  natural  family  of  plants,  has  hitherto  been  con- 
sidered as  possessing  but  unimportant  medical  properties.  The  natural 
order  to  which  it  belongs  is  well  known  to  embrace  many  species  which 
possess  active  and  efficient  properties,  and  form  some  of  the  most  relia- 
ble articles  in  the  materia  medica.  We  will  here  briefly  enumerate  the 
principal  ones : — 

Gratiola — a  drastic  cathartic  and  emetic. 

Digitalis — a  narcotic,  sedative  and  diuretic. 

Leptandra — recent  root,  a  violent  cathartic. 

Antirrhinum — a  diuretic  and  cathartic  ;  sometimes  used  as  an  emollient 
application. 

Verbascum — a  demulcent,  emollient  and  anodyne. 
Scrophularia  nodosa — an  European  plant,  a  reputed  anodyne  and 
diuretic. 

Torrenia  Asiatica — used  in  India  as  a  cure  for  gonorrhoea. 
Scopavia  dulcis— employed  by  the  Spanish  Indians,  in  infusion,  as  a 
cure  for  agues. 

Other  genera  possess  no  medical  properties — as  the  Mimulus  guttata, 
the  leaves  of  which  are  used  as  salad. 

The  order  Scrophulariacea,  as  now  constituted,  embraces  in  three  sub- 
divisions 19  genera  and  104  species  of  native  North  American  plants. 
The  genus  Scrophularia  embraces  3  species.  The  most  common,  and 
by  far  the  most  important  of  these,  is  the  S.  Marilandica,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  possess  most  valuable  medical  properties,  and  which  the  writer 
believes  cannot  fail  to  bring  it  into  extensive  use  among  the  profession, 
whenever  its  properties  shall  become  generally  known  and  appreciated. 

This  plant  grows  abundantly  throughout  the  northern  and  eastern 
States,  preferring  a  loose  rich  soil,  blossoming  in  July  and  August,  and 
readily  recognized  by  its  slender  naked  spike  of  green  and  purplish  glo- 
bose inconspicuous  flowers.  The  only  use  to  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
applied,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  from  systematic  treatises,  is  that  of  an 
emollient  and  anodyne  application  to  bruises  and  painful  tumors.  Its 
name  would  seem  to  indicate  that  some  species  of  this  genus  once  pos- 
sessed a  reputation  for  the  cure  of  scrofula ;  but  whatever  circumstance 
may  have  given  origin  to  its  name,  it  may  be  safely  doubted  whether  the 
plant  in  question  could  be  considered  efficacious  in  this  disease. 

My  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  medicinal  properties  of  this  plant, 
about  five  years  since,  by  finding  it  extensively  used  in  northern  New 
York,  under  the  name  of  "  woman's  friend,"  as  a  popular  remedy 
among  pregnant  women,  as  an  anodyne  to  allay  the  symptoms  of  rest- 
lessness, anxiety  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  and  quiet  the 
motions  of  the  foetus — symptoms  that  often  harass  and  render  miserable* 
the  parturient  female,  while  they  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  seldom  re- 
quire an  application  to  a  physician  for  advice. 
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There  is  nothing  more  familiar  than  the  fact,  that  the  period  of  ges- 
tation is  characterized  by  disturbances  in  the  economy,  unknown  in 
health,  and  which  re-appear  at  each  successive  pregnancy,  in  nearly  the 
same  order  as  at  first.  To  those  that  pertain  to  the  last  half  of  this  pe- 
riod, our  attention  is  more  particularly  directed.  From  the  period  when 
the  uterus  ascends  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  increased 
size  of  the  foetus  becomes  apparent  from  the  distension  of  the  abdominal 
parietes,  there  supervene  various  disturbances  in  the  system,  from  the 
unaccustomed  burden  and  distension  of  the  uterus,  and  occasioning  va- 
rious unpleasant  symptoms  ;  among  which  inquietude,  inability  to  sleep, 
and  very  sensible  and  unpleasant  sensations  from  the  motions  of  the 
foetus,  are  the  more  important.  These  motions  of  the  foetus  are  com- 
monly divided  into  active  and  passive.  The  active  motions  are  first  ex- 
perienced about  the  end  of  the  fourth  month,  when  they  consist  of  an  ob- 
scure vibratory  sensation,  which  may  be  excited  by  the  application  of 
cold,  or  any  stimulating  cause.  These  gradually  increase,  till,  at  the  end 
of  the  seventh  month,  they  at  times  become  painful,  and  the  motions  are 
visible  externally.  During  the  eighth  and  ninth  months,  the  foetus  be- 
comes fixed  in  the  uterus,  and  the  active  motions,  although  energetic, 
are  more  limited.  The  passive  motions  are  only  developed  by  the 
examination  of  the  accoucheur,  and  as  they  give  rise  to  no  ordinary 
uneasiness  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  they  will  not  here  be  considered. 
At  times  a  false  sensation  may  be  experienced,  from  motions  in  the  ab- 
dominal viscera  ;  but  the  cases  may  be  considered  rare  in  which  no  un- 
pleasant sensations  are  experienced  during  pregnancy  from  the  causes 
above  specified. 

Since  my  attention  has  been  directed  to  this  subject,  I  have  been  able 
to  observe  about  forty  cases  in  which  the  plant  under  consideration  has 
been  advised,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  with  decided  benefit.  In 
three  instances,  no  marked  effect  could  be  observed.  In  one  instance 
an  over-dose  was  taken,  and  the  motions  of  the  foetus  ceased  so  suddenly, 
that  the  woman  became  alarmed  lest  she  had  destroyed  it.  No  unfa- 
vorable result,  however,  ensued,  and  at  her  full  time  she  was  delivered 
of  a  healthy  child.  In  the  remaining  cases  there  was  a  decided  effect 
produced.  Soon  after  taking  the  medicine  the  motions  would  cease,  and 
if  taken  at  bed-time  the  patient  would  fall  into  a  sound  and  refreshing 
sleep.  From  what  has  been  observed  of  it  1  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  this  plant  possesses  gentle  narcotic  properties,  and  that  it 
operates  as  a  sedative  to  the  nervous  system  of  the  foetus,  through  the 
medium  of  the  maternal  circulation. 

No  satisfactory  experiments  have  been  instituted  to  ascertain  the  pre- 
cise principle  in  the  plant,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  its  medical  vir- 
tues. It  yields  an  extract  to  water,  alcohol  and  ether.  The  ethereal 
extract  preserves,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  taste  and  sensible  properties 
of  the  fresh  root.  From  some  imperfect  examination,  1  was  led  to  sus- 
pect the  presence  of  an  alkaloid  peculiar  to  this  plant. 

The  form  which  I  have  found  most  eligible  for  the  administration 
is  an  aqueous  infusion,  prepared  from  the  fresh  root.  About  one  ounce 
of  the  root  may  be  steeped  in  a  pint  of  water,  and  from  two  to  four 
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ounces  may  be  taken  on  retiring  to  rest,  or  during  the  day,  whenever  the 
symptoms  become  unpleasant.  Like  many  other  medical  plants  of 
temperate  latitudes,  the  properties  are  in  a  measure  lost  by  drying.  The 
form  of  alcoholic  tincture  would  doubtless  prove  the  best  to  preserve  its 
properties  from  loss,  and  insure  uniformity  of  action. 

From  what  has  been  observed  of  the  action  of  this  medicine,  it  is 
confidently  recommended  to  the  medical  public,  with  the  belief  that  it 
furnishes  a  remedy  for  the  cases  specified,  which  admit  of  palliation  with 
safety  and  certainty  by  no  other. 

SomerviUe,  St,  Lawrence  Co.,  IS.  Y.,  June  27,  1849. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JULY    11,  1849. 


Cholera  in  New  York. — Dr.  Page,  whose  elaborate  and  comprehensive 
work  on  epidemic  cholera,  we  understand,  will  be  published  by  the  Harpers, 
has  just  returned  from  New  York,  where  he  has  been  expressly  to  investi- 
gate the  nature  of  the  disease  as  it  exists  in  that  city.  He  saw  nothing 
especially  alarming  in  its  character,  and  thinks  it  by  no  means  generally 
epidemic.  It  appears  in  a  milder  and  more  manageable  form  than  that 
of  the  South  and  West,  and  under  appropriate  treatment  need  not  be  half 
as  fatal.  He  has  promised  us  a  letter  upon  the  subject,  which  shall  appear 
in  our  next  number. 


New  Hampshire  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — With  the  experience  they 
have  had,  the  purse  of  the  State  to  draw  upon,  and  the  prayers  and  good 
wishes  of  all  benevolent  people,  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  the  institu- 
tion at  Concord  will  fall  short  of  the  expectations  of  the  friends  of  human- 
ity. Especially  will  this  be  the  case  while  men  of  intelligence  are  the 
pillars  upon  which  the  medical  superintendent  is  permitted  to  lean  for  sup- 
port. Where  men  of  little  capacities,  ninepenny  economists,  and  ignorance 
clothed  with  authority,  become  the  counsellors  for  the  management  of  luna- 
tics, there  will  be  more  madness  outside  than  within  the  walls.  One  half 
the  physicians  of  these  excellent  establishments  are  at  times  harassed,  as 
well  as  enfeebled  and  thwarted,  through  the  perverse  meddling  of  ignora- 
muses, whom  the  legislature  selects  for  a  very  different  purpose. 

At  Concord,  we  imagine  that  Dr.  McFarland  is  surrounded  by  gentle- 
men of  enlarged  views  and  generous  sentiments;  and  further,  that  he 
accomplishes  all  that  can  be  expected  of  him.  When  his  report  went  to 
press,  there  were  118  patients  in  the  asylum.  Just  one  year  ago,  thero 
were  109;  81  were  admitted  during  that  period;  whole  number  through 
the  year,  190;  discharged  76 — of  whom  36  recovered,  15  partially,  11 
remained  stationary,  and  14  died. 

More  room  is  wanted  in  the  buildings.  The  same  cry  that  reaches  the 
State  House  in  Boston,  from  the  Worcester  institution,  will  soon  be  repeat- 
ed in  the  ears  of  the  legislators  of  New  Hampshire.  The  neatness  of  this 
report,  in  its  typographical  finish,  is  highly  creditable  to  the  firm  of  Messrs, 
Butterfield  &  Hill. 
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Ohio  Medical  Convention. — According  to  the  report,  a  pamphlet  of  48 
pages,  there  was  an  instructive  meeting  at  Columbus,  on  the  5th  of  June. 
Instead  of  frittering  away  the  hours  to  ascertain  who  could  talk  the  most, 
papers  were  read,  of  practical  utility,  and  the  transactions,  as  presented  in 
the  proceedings,  may  be  looked  back  upon  with  feelings  of  justifiable  pride. 
A  case  of  removal  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  femer — the  patient  recover- 
ing the  use  of  the  limb,  by  Dr.  E.  Carney;  perforation  of  the  rectum  and 
removal  of  the  scrotal  sac ;  resection  of  the  left  superior  maxillary  bone, 
by  Dr.  R.  Thompson  ;  chloroform,  gutta  percha  and  collodion  ;  morbid  con- 
sequences of  lactation,  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Marks ;  use  of  letheon  and  chloro- 
form, in  obstetrics,  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Brsestler;  and  prevention  of  severe  inva- 
sions of  scarlet  fever,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Carroll,  are  good  specimens  of  the 
resources  of  the  medical  gentlemen  of  Ohio.  Now  that  the  fact  is  placed 
beyond  contradiction,  that  they  can  do  much  for  the  medical  literature  of 
our  common  country,  if  they  are  negligent  hereafter  in  providing  manu- 
scripts for  the  journals  of  their  own  state,  leaving  our  own  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, they  must  expect  a  reprimand  for  their  neglect. 


University  of  Louisville,  Ky. — The  medical  institution  at  Louisville  is 
fast  increasing  in  power  and  influence.  If  the  school  continues  to  prosper 
(and  what  is  to  limit  its  success),  its  benefits  will  more  and  more  be  felt 
over  the  western  world.  It  was  a  fortunate  thought  which  brought  the 
new  professor  of  chemistry  to  the  notice  of  the  trustees,  and,  better  still,  to 
become  one  of  the  faculty.  Chemistry  has  been  sadly  neglected  in  our 
medical  institutions,  and  we  strongly  desire  to  speak  in  praise  of  those  in 
which  that  essential  science  is  taught  by  a  competent,  talented  and  brilliant 
teacher.  Professor  Silliman,  Jr.,  will  doubtless  make  his  department  ex- 
ceedingly popular.  If  he  does  not,  then  the  failure  must  be  imputed 
to  something  besides  the  best  of  qualifications.  Dr.  Gross  is  admirable  in 
the  chair  of  Surgery — a  man  whose  cheerful  deportment  and  kindness  of 
manner  would  draw  students  were  he  to  lecture  under  an  oak  tree  in  the 
territory  of  Nebraska. — At  the  last  graduation  day,  81  gentlemen  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  doctorate. 


Dr.  Foster's  Address. — A  society  of  the  alumni  of  the  Baltimore  Dental 
College  have  celebrated  in  a  spirited  manner  the  first  anniversary.  J.  H. 
Foster,  M.D.,  gave  an  address,  redolent  with  enthusiasm  and  poetical  effu- 
sions. We  like  energy  in  everything  and  everywhere,  and  abominate  a 
heavy,  prosy  discourse,  even  were  it  from  the  mouth  of  a  paid  orator. 
Dr.  Foster  ingeniously  contrives  to  keep  the  reader  interested,  so  that  he 
is  anxiously  awaiting  what  will  come  next — a  perfect  Arabian  Night  policy, 
which,  by  the  way,  is  an  admirable  device.  If  we  can  find  pleasure  and 
profit,  at  10  o'clock  on  a  rainy  evening,  with  a  poor  lamp,  too,  over  Dr. 
Foster's  address,  what  must  have  been  its  effect  on  an  audience,  all  ar- 
ranged for  the  purpose,. with  a  public  dinner,  perhaps,  in  prospect ! 


Hippopotamus  of  Western  Africa. — There  is  not  much  affinity  between 
the  river  horse  and  medicine  ;  but  in  casting  an  eye  over  a  series  of  plates, 
accompanied  by  interesting  observations  on  a  new  living  species,  by  that 
pattern  of  scientific  industry,  Dr.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  we  feel  bound 
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to  hold  him  up  as  a  model  worker,  to  the  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. By  constantly  saving  one's  thoughts,  and  simply  giving  them  an 
orderly  arrangement  on  paper,  the  intellect  is  strengthened,  and  the  results 
of  that  kind  of  economy  will  operate  with  power  upon  a  succession  of 
minds,  through  a  succession  of  ages.  Physicians  are  exceedingly  apt  to 
excuse  themselves  for  not  having  written  the  results  of  their  experience 
■ — the  things  they  have  seen  in  practice — their  successes,  aye,  and  their 
blunders,  too  ;  and  by-and-by  the  curtain  drops,  and  however  useful  they 
may  have  been,  or  distinguished,  they  are  soon  forgotten,  and  their  wis- 
dom lies  buried  with  them.  Dr.  Morton  has  as  many  calls  as  other  men 
who  practise  physic — but  there  is  no  half  hour  unnecessarily  lost  by  him. 
A  few  weeks  since,  we  had  occasion  to  speak  of  a  large  volume  from  his 
pen  on  anatomy — so  admirable,  that  alone,  it  would  have  handed  his  name 
down  to  a  remote  posterity.  Yet  it  is  not  a  tithe  of  his  laborious  literary 
achievements. 


An  Improved  Bedstead  for  Sickness. — Mr.  E.  Weeman,  No.  16  Merri- 
mac  street,  has  recently  constructed  a  bedstead  of  iron,  which  appears  to 
combine  all  the  desirable  requisites  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  rest,  and  is 
further  adapted  in  a  superior  degree  to  the  requirements  of  sickness.  Its 
peculiarities  may  be  summed  up  as  follows.  The  largest-sized  bedstead 
can  be  folded  compactly  together  and  carried  with  ease  by  the  nurse,  and 
when  prepared  for  the  bedding  it  presents  an  even  surface,  and  is  extremely 
elastic.  The  close  adaptation  of  its  parts  prevents  its  occupation  by  ver- 
min. But  its  chief  recommendations  in  sickness  are  the  changes  which 
can  be  wrought,  with  ease,  for  accommodating  the  patient  by  placing  him 
in  various  positions,  without  effort  on  his  own  part.  As  a  whole,  it  pre- 
sents the  most  perfect  contrivance  of  the  kind  ever  offered  to  the  public, 
and  bespeaks  for  the  inventor  the  notice  of  physicians  and  hospitals  surgeons. 


Electrical  States  of  the  Atmosphere. — Dr.  Tracy,  formerly  in  the  mis- 
sionary service  in  Asia,  a  gentleman  of  close  observation,  and  who  under- 
stands the  value  of  meteorological  researches,  writes  to  us  as  follows  : — I 
have  been  wishing  for  more  than  two  years  to  see  an  extensive  series  of 
meteorological  observations  taken,  such  as  the  Smithsonian  Institute  are 
about  undertaking,  with  observations  upon  the  electrical  states  of  the  at- 
mosphere and  the  earth,  and  records  of  diseases  and  general  states  of 
health,  registered  by  physicians,  added  thereto.  Can  this  be  accomplished  ? 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  object  worthy  of  the  effort.  My  impression  is, 
that  the  directors  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  would  be  ready  to  add  the 
observations  in  regard  to  electrical  states  of  earth  and  air,  if  request- 
ted  to  do  so  by  a  respectable  body  of  physicians,  or  by  physicians  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  could  be  assured  that  the  physicians  would 
do  their  part  in  keeping  the  records  of  diseases.  Should  such  a  course 
be  put  in  operation,  I  should  hope  that  interesting  and  important  princi- 
ples would  be  discovered.  What  think  you  of  it  ?  Shall  anything  be 
done  in  the  premises  ? 


The  Cholera. — The  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  gives 
the  following  statement  of  the  deaths  in  that  city  for  eight  weeks  pre- 
ceding June  16 — by  which  it  appears  that  cholera  still  prevails  there  to  a 
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considerable  extent.  In  1832  the  disease  disappeared  nfier  raging  five  or 
six  weeks.  Since  the  13th  of  December  last,  to  June  16th,  the  total  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  that  city  by  cholera  is  3543. 


Cholera. 

Tntnl 
X  01(11 . 

Deaths  for  the  week  ending  April  28,  1849, 
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"           "            June   9,  " 

S2 
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66 
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Total, 
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At  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  number  of  cases  of  cholera  for  two  weeks  ending 
July  2d,  was  101,  deaths  38. — At  Cincinnati,  where  the  disease  has  pre- 
vailed very  extensively,  the  number  of  cholera  interments  the  beginning 
of  last  week,  was  100  or  more  daily- — At  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  it  has 
also  been  very  fatal,  for  the  five  weeks  ending  Julv  1  the  agtrrejjate  in- 
terments were  2656,  of  which  2004  were  from  cholera. — In  Dublin  and 
throughout  Ireland  the  attacks  are  less  severe  than  heretofore;  and  the 
same  accounts  prevail  from  Scotland. — In  Paris  the  deaths,  which  about  a 
week  or  ten  davs  previous  to  the  last  arrivals,  were  more  than  650  daily, 
had  declined  to  about  60  in  private  houses,  and  86  in  the  hospitals. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Smallpox  is  again  showing  itself  in  different  sections  of  Maine.  More 
persons  die  of  this  disease,  who  are  natives  of  that  Slate,  it  is  asserted,  than  in  all  the  rest  of  New 
England.  So  much  for  neglecling  vaccination. — Dr.  Law^-on,  Surgeon-General,  having  been  ill- 
treated,  exhibited  proper  resentment  towards  an  ex-senator. — Di .  John  Hubbard,  of  Hallowell, 
Me.,  has  been  nominated  for  Governor  of  the  Slate.  Physicians  seem  to  be  politically  ascending. 
— Dr.  Knower,  of  Albany,  is  about  to  ship  for  California,  twelve  houses,  complete  and  ready  to 
put  up. — Cases  of  smallpox  have  multiplied  exceedingly  in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Ipswich,  N.  EL 
A  pest-house  has  been  established  for  the  reception  of  patients. — The  ratio  of  the  sick  out  of  every 
1000  of  emigrants  landed  at  New  York  in  1848,  was  30.  from  British  vessels,  9.25  from  American, 
and  8.35  from  German.  The  whole  number  of  foreigners  brought  to  the  port  of  New  York,  last 
year,  was  189,17b — a  large  portion  of  them  being  absolutely  beggars. — The  following  gentlemen 
have  been  examined  by  the  .Medical  Board,  and  duly  admitted  as  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  viz.: — Wm.  H.  Bollard,  of  La.;  George  K..  Wood,  of  New 
York;  Joseph  V.  Brown,  of  Michigan  ;  Alex.  D.  Hasson,  of  Me  ;  Jonathan  Latherwan  and 
Win.  A.  Hammond,  of  Pa.;  Francis  S.  Orrell,  of  Geo.;  Edward  W.  Johns,  of  Md.  ;  and  \Vm. 
W.  Anderson,  of  South  Carolina. — Dr.  Joseph  Palmer,  of  Boston,  has  received  a  good  appoint- 
ment in  the  Custom  House. 


To  Cor respon dksts. — Dr.  Wait's  cases  of  Poisoning  with  Cedar  Oil,  and  Dr.  Williams's 
Bibliography  of  Cholera,  are  on  file  for  publication. 


Married,— Cyrus  S.  Mann,  M.D.,  of  Brainlree,  Mass.,  t  o  Mi-s  Harriette  P.  Field,  of  Boston.— 
John  Merrill,  31. D.,  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  lo  Yli-s  E.  D.  Quimby.— Dr.  31.  F.  Bassett,  of  Fal- 
mouth, 3Iass.,  to  Miss  J.  C.  Barker.— At  Sag  Harbor,  N.  V.,  Henry  Cook,  3I.D.,  to  3Iiss  E.  A. 
Hunting. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  July  6th,  74. — Males,  35 — females,  39. — 
Of  consumption,  11 — scarlet  fever,  10— brain  fever,  1 — lung  fever,  1 — accidental,  2 — old  age,  2 
— cramp,  1 — dropsy  in  the  chest,  1 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  3 — teething,  3 — canker.  2 — convulsions, 
2 — cholera,  2 — marasmus,  2 — diarrhoea,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — cholera  morbus,  3 — 
infantile,  3 — dysentery,  2 — epilepsy,  I — asthma,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  5 — cancer,  2— 
diebetes,  1 — peritonitis,  1 — necrosis,  1 — drowned,  1 — typhus  fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — disease 
of  the  heart,  1 — child-bed,  3  — rheumatic  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  27 — between  5  and  20  years,  10 — between  20  and  40  years,  24 — between  40 
and  60  years,  7 — over  60  years,  6. 
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Health  of  Montreal. — On  the  whole,  the  city  still  continues  comparative- 
ly healthy.  Diarrhasas  and  dysenteries  are  frequent,  and  sporadic 
cholera  has  been  prevalent.  Several  cases  of  cholera,  presenting  all  the 
characteristics  of  the  Asiatic  variety,  have  been  witnessed.  We  have  heard 
of  some  fatal  cases  within  the  last  fortnight,  several  of  which  we  have 
seen;  four  of  these  occurred  in  the  military  hospitals — all  fatal.  The  71st 
Regiment  has  been  removed  to  St.  Helena's  Island,  where,  during  the 
fatal  epidemic  of  1832,  they  enjoyed  such  perfect  immunity.  The  disease 
cannot  be  viewed,  however,  as  yet,  as  strictly  epidemic,  but  we,  neverthe- 
less, think  that  the  inhabitants  should  at  once  adopt  precautionary  meas- 
ures in  respect  to  diet,  clothing,  ventilation  and  cleanliness.  Should  it  pre- 
vail epidemically,  we  scarcely  believe  it  will  be  marked  with  the  same  ma- 
lignity, or  prove  as  general  in  its  attacks,  as  in  1832-'34.  Much  has  been 
done  in  this  city  as  regards  drainage,  &c,  since  those  years,  although  yet 
a  good  deal  more  might  be  effected,  which,  if  costing  money,  would  save 
life. — British  American  Jour,  of  Med.      Phys.  Science. 


Treatment  of  Cholera. — Chloroform  inhalations  were  used  by  Richet  at 
the  Hopitaux  des  Cliniques,  but  without  any  satisfactory  results.  Applica- 
tions of  the  same  were  made  without  success  by  M.  Vernois,  at  the  Hopital 
St.  Antoine,  but  he  has  used  with  advantage,  in  some  cases,  a  combination 
of  chloroform  and  laudanum. 

Dr.  Fenner  treated  the  disease,  in  New  Orleans,  upon  the  following 
plan.  61  A  large  sinapism  to  the  abdomen,  smaller  ones  to  the  extremities, 
friction  with  spirits  of  turpentine  to  the  legs.  The  following  medicines 
internally  :  R.  calomel  3ss. ;  sulph.  morphia,  gr.  ss.  M. ;  of  this  he  gave 
about  two-thirds  immediately,  and  soon  afterwards  the  following  mixture  : 
R.  spts.  camphor,  §  jss.  ;  spts.  lavender  cotnp.,  tr.  opii,  aa  3j.  M.  Two 
teaspoonfuls  of  this  were  given,  and  repeated  after  every  stool."  Dr.  Fen- 
ner restricted  his  patients  to  a  very  limited  allowance  of  cold  water. 
Where  he  suspected  the  presence  of  indigestible  food  in  the  stomach,  he 
gave  an  emetic  of  salt  and  mustard.  "  As  to  the  value  of  calomel  in  the 
treatment  of  cholera,"  he  says,  "  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  is  inesti- 
mable." He  adds,  "Dr.  J.  J.  Kerr,  of  this  city,  has  treated  with  complete 
success  several  cases  in  the  collapsed  condition,  with  large  doses  of  colomel. 
He  throws  in  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  grains  of  this  medicine  every  one 
or  two  hours,  until  vomiting  and  purging  are  checked,  and  dark  feculent 
discharges  are  produced.  He  likewise  advises  a  suppository  of  opium,  as 
auxiliary  to  the  treatment.  From  500  to  1,000  grains  of  calomel  have 
been  administered  in  the  collapsed  stage,  and  the  only  bad  effect  has  been 
a  slight  salivation." — Western  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Cod  Liver  Oil  in  Phthisis. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London,  April  9th,  1849,  some  statements  were  made  with  respect  to  cod- 
liver  oil  in  consumption.  Dr.  Bowie,  in  nearly  a  thousand  cases,  has 
proved  its  efficacy  in  arresting  consumption.  Many  cases  had  occurred  in 
which  patients  suffering  from  small  cavities  in  the  lungs,  had,  under  the 
use  of  that  medicine,  been  so  much  relieved  as  to  return  to  their  employ* 
ment,  and  to  discontinue  the  use  of  medicine.  It  was  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  complaint  that  cod-liver  oil  exerted  its  most  beneficial  effects,  but  it 
seemed  of  service  in  all  stages  of  the  disease.  In  some  instances,  however, 
of  cavities,  he  had  seen  it  induce  haemoptysis. — London  Medical  Gazette, 
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library  of  the  practising  p ly£  an  ancfsT      ^  C°"'P0se  ^ 

unsatisfactory.    If  the  feneral  gT'  '*  extre'"ely  lean  and 

diced  by  this  article  «f  fid h  2  Md  ^P10™  i"  detail,  in- 

faction  of  knowi  g  k  'tY"7  T*'  1  |'ave  not  ^tis- 

insufficiency  of  book  knowledl  t  oon  '  °^  °"e  C°nfeses  t0  the 
admission  of  medical  gendemen  aHU ^  Jf  '*  T  evinced  *V  th« 
slaughter  for  the  death  of  a  vouno  w  u  °f  ?  ,ndlctment  &  man- 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  held  ff^'SSl^ ftf  ^  court 
at  Canton.  Hence  I  take  leavP \„  X.  r  Lawrence>  last  week, 
cedar  oil,  that  have  occurred  t  report  four  cases  of  poisoning  by 
of  the  year  1844  ;  and  I  ako  takHeavT?06  "'"^  ^  ^"'"n^ 
of  the  indictment  referred  to  as  mav  h  V  S°  mUCh  °f  trial 

cal  profession.  '     may  be  suPPosed  ""eresting  to  the  medi, 

natural  ?0m™unication-  -  give  the 

under  the  name  of  cedar  dl     It    "  "  th'S  Part  of  tlle  «y 

colorless,  and  almost  as  thin  as  water  TU^  u°  Say  that  k  is  "4 
reputation  of  being  capable  of  J  no '  fi'S  f^"™  has  the  P°P«I« 
which  leads  to  its°  bemused  and  Vll  f  f  UP°"  Ae  gr™d  "tents, 
abortion.  How  justly  ft  t  JkL  f  u  pUrp°Se  "f  Procuring 
with  reported  furnish  evidence^ 'the  £5*  *°  "«-  ^ 

health'pre'vioSy;  t^J*'£$?  °[  ,hTa  child<™>  a"d  in  good 
M.,  was"  found  by  her  husband  on  £  7K  ab°Ut  7  °'clock> 

M,  S  had  bee„yabse„t  atT^fe ft  «*" •* 
for,  and  m  twenty-five  minutes  was  , Z    %      IT  '."""lately  sent 
upon  a  bed,  "had7  had  two  fits  2ce  she  Jaf'f     5°   ^  ^  P'aCed 
third,  had  vomited  between  the  seZ,l      7!t  ^""^  Was  ntw  in  die 
herself  between  the  fkV'    T  ,e  ^    '•  "     dW  not  come 

oil.    Her  whole  body-neck         ^  anH01"'^  em'"ed  the  °dor  °f  ceda' 

all  the  voluntary  musdes  bet  n  Lt  state  o7U,T~WaS  PerfeCt,y  Stiff- 
24         eln=  ln  tllat  state  of  violent  contraction  called 
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by  Cullen  "  spastic  rigidity"  and  by  some  others  "  tonic  spasm"  and 
the  whole  body  at  the  same  time  jerking.  Her  eyes  were  glaring  and 
still ;  jaws  set ;  hands  clenched  ;  breathing  struggling,  choking  and 
strangling  ;  countenance  bloated  and  livid,  and  her  pulse  as  low  as  60 
per  minute,  very  wide  and  soft.  Soon  her  breathing  became  more  free, 
uniform  and  active,  and  at  each  expiration  puffed  out  blubbers  from  her 
mouth,  and  at  each  inspiration  hauled  them  in.  Coincident  with  the  im- 
provement in  her  breathing,  the  jerking  abated,  and  the  spasm  of  the 
muscles  gave  way,  till  her  arms  fell  limpsy  by  her  side.  The  whole 
system  then  became  relaxed,  and  the  breathing  quite  easy  and  quiet, 
yet  the  eye  remained  glaring  and  fixed,  the  pulse  slow,  wide  and  soft, 
and  the  stupor  so  profound  that  no  sign  of  consciousness  could  be  elicited. 
Regarding  the  case  as  one  of  poisoning  by  cedar  oil,  I  had  had  twenty- 
grains  of  white  vitriol  dissolved  in  half  a  teacupful  of  warm  water,  ready 
to  be  given  her  as  soon  as  her  mouth  could  be  opened,  in  order  to  re- 
move by  prompt  vomiting  what  might  yet  remain  of  the  poison  in  her 
stomach.  I  now  put  one  spoon-bowl  in  her  mouth  to  keep  it.  open,  and 
with  another  spoon  put  the  solution  of  white  vitriol  by  spoonfuls  into  her 
mouth.  She  swallowed  part  of  it,  and  she  spilled  part,  by  instinctive 
motions  and  efforts.  When  about  one  half  had  been  given  in  this  way 
its  administration  was  suspended  by  the  occurrence  of  another  parox- 
ysm. The  paroxysm  began  by  a  jerking  of  the  eyes,  followed  by 
jerking  of  the  head,  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  one  side  of  the  face 
and  neck,  then  those  of  the  other  side,  those  of  the  back  of  the  neck, 
those  of  the  arms,  trunk  and  lower  limbs,  in  rapid  succession.  When 
the  muscles  of  the  arms  and  of  the  body  generally  contracted,  the 
arms  were  reached  out  imploringly,  which  with  the  accompanying  groan, 
if  groan  that  noise  could  be  called,  anxious  and  strained  eye,  and  dis- 
torted countenance,  was  the  natural  language  to  the  by-standers  of  the 
extremest  terror  and  amazement,  although  the  patient  was  entirely  uncon- 
scious. (I  believe  this  symptom  to  be  pathognomonic  of  convulsions  oc- 
casioned by  cedar  oil  and  its  kindred  poisons,  for  I  have  never  read  of  it 
in  convulsions  from  any  other  cause.)  Then  followed  violent  jerking 
of  the  whole  body,  the  breathing  being  nearly  suppressed.  After  a 
little  time,  the  jerking  gradually  abated,  and  the  breathing  became  more 
free,  and  the  symptoms  given  of  the  latter  part  of  the  paroxysm  she  was 
in  when  I  arrived,  succeeded,  and  in  the  same  order.  After  the  pa- 
roxysm was  over,  I  gave  her  the  remainder  of  the  solution  of  white 
vitriol,  with  the  addition  of  some  ipecac.  She  immediately  vomited. 
The  odor  of  cedar  oil  was  emitted  from  the  matters  ejected  from  the 
stomach.  I  now  put  down  warm  water  and  ipecac,  and  she  vomited 
again.  She  then  had  another  paroxysm.  This  over,  more  warm  water 
was  given,  and  she  vomited  again.  Her  pulse  were  now  about  55  in  a 
minute,  intermitting,  wide  and  soft.  (I  also  believe  this  slow,  wide  and 
soft  pulse  to  be  pathognomonic  of  these  cases.  In  convulsions  from 
other  causes  I  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  it.)  The  head  and  shoul- 
ders were  put  in  an  elevated  position,  the  head  kept  cool,  the  extremi- 
ties warm,  and  friction  applied  to  the  skin  generally.  The  paroxysms 
from  this  time  occurred  with  lest  frequency,  and  were  apparently  abating 
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of  p«,fou„d  coma,  b^t^r '"T^  ^  in  9  Sta,e 
about  55  strokes  per  minutl  Tt  ihe  en Tof  ^  u  PU'f  bea""" 
to  rise  in  frequency,  became  more  Lull  b°"r'  ,he  f,ulse 

At  the  end  of  three  , ours  n-L  b  "  t  nf  '  T'  "°mial  and  firra- 
about  natural  as  to  frequency  and  rJX  ;  °  TLfoil"d>  '«»  H*e  were 
of  a  healthy  person  in  Tien  deen  t^'  ^  ^'""S  like  ,llat 
hours  she  could  be  aroused  aVrv  litt  ^  At  e"d  of  about  fol"- 
away  again.  At  the  end  of  six  hour  h!'  "  W°"  mm^y  °oze 
'ious.    Pulse  now  over  100     I W  in  ^kened,  but  was  deli- 

fa-  at  2,  A.  M.,  and  visS  hJ^JV?  W  f^t^r  1  ^ 
and  d,zzy,  and  complaining  of  soreness  all  ,  ,  °l,'nd  her  feveris1' 

at  her  stomach.  J  ordered  thin  n Zlf  5^'  a"fl  a  b"m'm*  distress 
to  move  the  bowels.  She  rnovl 2 ft£  f,'"lk  Md  f°°d'  and  enema,a 
be  imagined,  and  therefore  need  „ot  fl  t,,e,  "eatment  that  can  well 
the  cedar  oil  to  clear  Cjf  of  b^lZf  ^  She  '0ok 
took  a  large  teaspoonful.  She  was  ,hL  1  P  Way'  and  ",at  s,)e 
was  not  accomplished.  lh'ee  m°nths  advanced.    Her  object 

Case  II. — Mis  A   P  n  j 
the  family  of  G.  W   W  £'  ft,^,  ^J**  temporarily  with 
children,  about  8  o'clock  P  M     if'     fV  J"***  mother  of  several 
house  i„,„  „le  wood.^  ^ **"r  5:  went  ou,  of  the 

heard  to  make  a  noise}  as  thZbsha  wa  sl,ed>  ,a"d  very  soon  was 
evening,  and  the  ground  co  ered  lj   'ice  it  "  be  "g  a  ^  da* 

On  getting  ,o  her  with  a  ig^she  wT'J  "    "S9^  Sb<?  had  fa,len- 
messenger  was  immediately    e     t„  m  '  ^  to  fe  in  a  A 
and  saying  that  she  was  hurt  by  a  fill  Z',h    ^'"f  "7  attendance, 
was  at  her  bed-side.    After  shY  l£ ,1  ^  Ke\    In  a  frw  ' 
vomited,  and  the  odor  of  c  dar  oH  Z  dSncrlv  ^  P"?^"  3  bed>  *• 
second  fit  when  ]  arrived     Shi  *™mct,y  perceived.   She  had  hat}  a 
piteously  ;  and  on  bein?  requested  to  nut  hi  ^T'0"']  ***  n'°anMl  most 
she  put  it  upon  her  stomach.    She could I  ™  "     T  ",e  °f 
stood.    She  articulated  like  a  Ve  rso?  !"     ^  S°,  35  t0  be  ua^ 
went  immediately  i„,o  ^^ft**  •"■°r  bemiPleSia.  She 
roxysm  of  Case  I  applies  exactly  to  ,t  deSCr,Pt,on  of  the  pa- 

same  glaring  eye,  the'same jeS,  of  It9™*™  °f  The 
same  contraction  of  all  the  Zl Z£  m  sclef,"'  anr',°f  the  bead>  the 
body,  the  imploring  reach  of  the  arm  the  '  tleJelk'nS  whole 
tjon  of  the  countenance,  the  na  uraT  hn«  Pr0™g  gr°an'  the  dis,<>'- 
the  interruption  of  breath  hi  and  the  s/   ^  °'  and  amazement, 

present,  as  was  also  the  uc'ceedin^  ahT"  Sl°W'7lde>  soft  pulse,  we, 
ment  of  the  breathing,  Woated  Sy  ftr"  °f  ^  jerklnS'  amend' 
the  mouth,  subsidence  of  tl  s  1 if  ,h  co""^ce,  blubbering  at 
of  the  whole  body.  Her  S^I^CS^' "d 
scousness  again  partly  returnerl  R»r  •  l  y  per  "1,nute.  Con- 
ing by  cedar' oil,  fI  gaC  r  tWenu  r,!'""  "?  T  '°  °"e  °f  Poiso»- 
half  a  teacupful  of^arm   v ^er  7She  v'  °  Th'te  Vitrio1  dis^  » 
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(We  of  intensity.    I  now  gave  warm  water  and  ipecac,  and  she  vormt- 
ed°twice  more  freely.    She  now  went  into  another  fit,  which,  unlike 
the  preceding,  left  her  unconscious.    The  paroxysms  continued  to  re- 
cur and  that  more  frequently,  accompanied  with  a  continued  diminution 
of  the  frequency  of  the  pulse.    Cold  was  applied  to  the  head,  warmth  to 
the  extremities,  and  friction  to  the  surface.  As  the  convulsions  continued, 
the  stupor  became  more  and  more  profound,  and  the  convulsions  appa- 
rently more  and  more  feeble;  the  eye  all  this  time  staring  intelligently 
and  the  pupil  dilating.    At  the  end  of  about  thirty  minutes  after  my  arri- 
val, the  convulsions  ceased  altogether,  the  patient  passing  into  an  appa- 
rently apoplectic  state,  accompanied  with  stertorous  breathing,  Stertor 
continued  but  a  few  minutes.    It  was  succeeded  by  breathing  of  a  very 
different  kind  ;  and  the  chief  character  of  this  was,  an  unsuccessful  heav- 
in*  of  the  chest  in  inspiration  for  breath,  and  a  limpsy  dropping  together  ot 
the  chest  in  expiration.   The  countenance  soon  assumed  a  venous  aspect ; 
the  pulse  sank  to  45  in  a  minute,  and  the  pupil  of  the  eye  was  completely 
dilated     The  pulse  next  intermitted,  and  the  soft  parts  about  the  neck 
were  sucked  down  at  every  effort  at  inspiration,  and  the  lower  jaw  descend- 
ed    It  was  evident  that  the  balance  between  the  circulation  and  respi- 
ration was  lost,  and  that  the  blood  was  accumulating  in  the  large  venous 
trunks  behind  the  heart.    This  condition  of  things  increased  until  she 
breathed  her  last,  which  occurred  about  forty-five  or  fifty  minutes  alter  1 

arrived.  m  „ '   '.  ,  T 

A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  this  woman,  at  which  1 
made  a  post-mortem  examination,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Hudson,  lhe 
appearances  were— the  odor  of  cedar  oil  was  given  forth  on  opening  the 
stomach  :  the  stomach  was  almost  entirely  empty— its  lining  membrane 
presented  a  few  small  red  patches  on  the  upper  and  anterior  part  of  its 
surface,  and  these  surrounded  by  large  patches  which  had  lost  the  fine 
polished  surface  that  this  membrane  naturally  presents.  Intestines  nearly 
free  from  signs  of  disease.  On  opening  the  uterus,  this  organ  was  found 
to  be  *ravid,  containing  a  foetus  of  between  three  and  four  months  devel- 
opment. Disease  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  not  sufficient  to  cause 
death  Death  was  produced  by  narcosis.  Verdict  of  the  inquest  was, 
that  said  A.  E.  B.  came  to  her  death  by  cedar  oil  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  abortion.  „         .  . 

Case  III.— Miss  L.  K.,aged  17,  subject  to  fits  of  mental  derangement, 
but  otherwise  tolerably  healthy,  serving  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Spencer,  in 
this  village,  on  the  3d  January,  1846,  went  out  of  doors  about  noon, 
and  swallowed  an  ounce  of  cedar  oil  for  the  purpose  of  committing  sui- 
cide, and  went  immediately  into  the  house  and  informed  Mrs.  Spencer 
what  she  had  done.  Alarm  to  the  rest  of  the  family  was  given,  and  1 
was  immediately  sent  for.  In  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  of  her  swal- 
lowing the  cedar  oil  I  was  with  her.  She  at  first  refused  to  talk,  but  on 
beino°threatened  that  she  should  be  held  and  my  medicine  poured  down, 
she  answered  me  and  said  that  she  »  had  taken  the  cedar  '  that  "  she 
wished  to  die,"  and  that  she  "  would  not  take  anything.  1  dissolved 
twenty  grains  of  white  vitriol  in  half  a  teacupful  of  warm  water,  and 
told  her  she  must  take  it.    She  absolutely  refused  to  do  so.    She  further 
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twitch.    To  eet  away  fa    !'!  ,     a!ld  hel'.e>'es  beSa"  <°  g»w  and 
ing  both  hands  u  0  /  Z s  torn      ^2*  *  g°  'nt°  ^ 
Spencer  took  hold  of  her  and  ste'a2n  T^'^u"  she  went-  Mrs- 
present  sheriff  of  tlds  co  n  ty    nd  Co   Ja fn!  "«  MJ"  J"  Wait' 

tor,  happening  to  be  in  from  J  , L  i  ,  Spencer'  son  of  tiie  Doc- 

I  called  them  to  my  '„S      7'  momem>  in  th« 

throat.    Scarcely  1  ad  we  fini  1,^1    "  °''Ced  ,tlle  White  vitrol  down 
(The  wav  we  iced  he  n^H      "J"* ^  co"™'*°nS 

named  l^te.SltLS^i^T.^.^  ^ 

another  assistan  held  heTnose  wh  le  I  B i  1  Plac,ed. a  sPOon-howl  in  it ; 

vulsions,  they  ceased  a  LI ?1-      u  cominencement  of  the  con- 
apoplectic  ^^o^^^JT^  80 

those.  It  was  now'  Sem  s^n  Cafil  £  T"6'  "  T  done  in 
congestions  were  taking  p  ace  in  the  hml  *  StT'  that  Venous 

heart,  and  that  the  taltocf  b LILLET S  behind  tlle 
being  lost.  Now  what  more  Pan  hi  T  Clrculat,0n,  and  respiration  was 
question  I  propoled Tto  nwsetf  ^  done  !°  save  the  patient?  was  the 
L  minutesP  SZfiL  be^t^T^' ^  ^  t0°>  in  a 
can  be  restored  and  Z^S^^^&F^ 
the  quantity  of  hlnrvl  in  tU  I  d0  th,s  but  diminishing 

* ....  ga  sss  fats^wsss-i 
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tract  upon,  and  thereby  enabling  it  to  contract  more  perfectly,  and  keep 
it  in  action  till  the  narcotic  influence  should  abate  and  re-action  come 
on  ?  it  is  barely  possible  that  such  may  be  the  effect.  Thus  reason- 
ing, my  convictions  were  in  favor  of  a  trial  of  the  remedy.  1  bled  from 
the  arm  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  or  sixteen  ounces.  Whether  bleed- 
ing or  nature  stayed  the  further  downward  tendency  of  the  patient,  1  will 
not  presume  to  say  from  this  single  case  ;  but  the  case  grew  no  worse. 
For  one  hour  the  patient  remained  in  nearly  the  same  condition.  The 
pulse  slow  and  occasionally  intermittent,  the  pupil  dilated,  and  at  every 
inspiration  the  soft  parts  in  front  of  the  neck  were  sucked  down,  and  the 
under  jaw  would  descend,  accompanied  with  a  mucous  rattle  in  the 
throat.  During  this  time,  however,  the  venous  aspect  of  the  counte- 
nance cleared  away.  During  the  next  hour,  the  pulse,  which  had 
already  begun  to  rise,  went  up  to  65  beats  per  minute,  respiration  became 
more  easy,  and  the  patient  coughed  and  swallowed,  and  thus  cleared 
the  throat.  At  the  end  of  this  hour,  it  was  pretty  evident  that  narcosis 
was  passing  off,  and  re-action  coming  on.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth 
hour  the  patient  was  awakened,  but  was  delirious,  and  on  being  let  alone 
immediately  dozed  away  again.  Gentle  stimulants,  viz.,  wine  whey 
and  coffee,  were  now  given.  At  the  end  of  six  hours  the  patient  awoke, 
was  more  collected,  and  complained  of  dizziness,  thirst,  and  distress  at 
her  stomach.  On  the  next  day  she  had  a  high  fever,  was  dizzy,  sore 
all  over,  and  sick  and  distressed  at  her  stomach.  She  recovered,  under 
appropriate  treatment. 

CASE  IV. — Miss  A.  G.,  daughter  of  M.  T.  G.,  of  this  village,  aged 
17,  in  full  health  previously,  at  her  father's  house,  between  3  and  4 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  February  16,  1849,  suddenly  complained  of  pain  in  her 
stomach,  turned  very  red  in  the  face,  and  on  laying  herself  down  upon  a 
bed,  went  into  convulsions.  A  messenger  was  immediately  despatched 
for  me,  who  came  into  my  study,  and  said  that  I  was  wanted  to  see 
A.  G.  as  soon  as  possible,  as  she  was  thought  to  be  dying.  In  six  or 
eight  minutes  I  was  at  her  bed-side.  She  was  in  a  fit  of  convulsions, 
and  senseless.  The  whole  system  of  voluntary  muscles  was  tightened 
with  the  most  rigid  spasm,  the  whole  body  jerking,  the  eyes  glaring, 
pupils  dilated  a  little,  pulse  60  per  minute,  and  respiration  struggling, 
catching  and  strangling.  The  odor  of  cedar  oil  was  present  in  the 
room.  It  was  said  that  this  was  the  third  fit.  I  called  for  warm  water 
to  prepare  medicine  in.  There  was  none,  and  the  fire  was  down.  I 
said  the  case  was  a  case  of  poisoning  by  cedar  oil.  As  this  paroxysm 
eased  off,  and  the  spasm  of  the  muscles  abated,  I  forced  her  mouth 
open,  and  put  a  finger  in  her  throat,  with  a  view  of  exciting  nausea 
and  vomiting,  if  possible,  while  waiting  for  the  water.  In  this  way  I 
made  her  heave  a  little,  which  brought  some  froth  into  her  mouth. 
This  froth  strongly  emitted  the  odor  of  cedar  oil.  Some  of  this  froth 
ran  out  of  her  mouth,  and  some  of  it  was  wiped  out.  The  cloth,  that 
was  used  in  wiping  her  mouth,  was  strongly  scented  with  cedar  oil. 
Before  the  water  was  obtained,  another  paroxysm  came  on.  In  the 
interval  she  remained  entirely  unconscious,  and  the  spasm  did  not  entirely 
pass  off.    The  paroxysm,  as  in  the  other  cases,  began  by  a  jerking 
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i*a^£.SSyf  f  head  co^cion  of  the  mus. 
back  of  the  neck,  those  of  Z  arm ',   T  ^  °ther  side>  those  *  tbe 
with  the  same  impS  reachW  of  T   ^  extKn»l™>  accompanied 
can  be  called,  glaring        and  nai,».  l"™5'  gr°a"-'  'f«roan  **  **■ 
terror  and  atmzLenJ  ^d^JSSJ °f  'i'6,  "**  extre™ 
So  heart-sickening,  and  indeed  SfiT   7  Jl     §  °f  the  whole  body- 
tient  during  a  fiv  hat  but  few  „f  ,1      '       j''6  aPPeara"ce  of  this  pa- 
Some  fainted,  and  o     rs  co  eTed  tht  F*tm*e"  ,C°U'd  bear  tbe  «£■ 
turned  away.    By   be  time  this  t         S  J"?  tbe,r  "archiefe  and 
of  her  mouth  being  pried  own   FEY?       S°  SUbsided  as  10  ad™ 
dissolved  in  half  a^cup  J  of  '^J^C*  Vit"01 
open,  and  kept  it  so,  by  retaining  Z  howl  P"ed  her  momb 

another  I  put'my  so Imion  of  Zhhl  , f  ^  ?  6  Sp0°"  ,n  i('  wbi,R  *«* 
perfectly  did  the7  n  sTpa  s  off  tt  b7  spoonfuls  into  it.  So  im- 
tient  was  in  con, % JZ  IkT^  Parox^'ns>  that  the  pa- 
tion  of  the  medicine "5  morfoM  ""^  ",e  adll,inis'ra- 

three  men  tried  to  hold  he stuTbur  *  IT  V"*1  Two  or 
vent  the  medicine  being  spil  Abou  ™7th?f  fV*  "  50  as  t0  Pre' 
hly  swallowed,  when  its  f  rther  a  .   '  °f  **  ™ss  was  P«btf- 

occurrence  of  another  lioxtm  ^m^T>  ^  SUSpwied  b"  *• 
to  allow  swallowing  toT IZoJS'T^  had  ^^-""y  subsided 
and  resumed  the  adn.ini  tntbn  of  h'  f'"  ^  hw  moutb  °Pe«- 
was  probably  swallowed  and  L  1       ?  An°'ber  (bild  °f  » 

other  paroxysm  came  on  anH  ~der  sP>b  as  before.  Now  an- 
ment.'  WhL  this  paroxvsn  «  ^  ,aSa'".tbis  "  of  our  treat- 
and  endeavored  m  STom  J  bf^^%£  — ^ 
of  my  fore-finger.    The  snasm  nf  th  .}™>  huces  with  the  tip 

between  the  paroxysms  soThl  aJlT^h  ^  "0t  entire^  Pass  off 
between  her  teeth,\o  pi-event  her  mo  ^h  1 "J***  f™}^  substance 
excite  vomiting  w  ,h  I        '       7"r       TS'    l"  lbe  endeavOT  <« 
no  purpose,  as°  he    d not :  von  i      feST  1  "P6"'  but  to 

I  now  prepared  another   w     v  „  P^oxysm  now  came  on,  and 

teaspoonJof  ipecat^n 'ZuT  ZZl^S^f  ,"  /"^ 
As  soon  as  her  mouth  rn.ilH  n,r.,;„  k  ,    teacupful  of  hot  water, 

probably  succeeded  in  g 2 1  Zt  haKl '  5  ^  f  ft  to  h">  a"d 
became  slow  and  difficult     A  nmh  down,  when  swallowing 

tions.    After  the  subs  de nee  of  ,  5  T"-  SUSpended  °Pera? 

cine  was  again  resumed  and  a  lit  ll  J  ? '"'  tbf  g'vin«  of  ,,le  'nedi- 
it  was  soon%erceiv ed  that  she  ffi  1^  "  W6nt  d°Wn>  but 

put  into  her  mouth  All  h  1  ' T  SWallow'  wh,ch  st°Pped  its  being 
were  used  in  mT  Afer  L  eased  S  "P'T6'  *6  °ther  Case" 
into  the  fauces,  and  also  pAfa£^^Iffi  ^  ^  fi"S- 
excite  vomit  ng  if  possible  but  to  ™  <r  7  t  q  IDt0  the  same  to 
d5  in  a  minute,  wiKnd  soft     Th.  T''t  PU'Se  WCTe  DOW  about 

interval  between  them    ,o«er     Two'  n'T/3™  beCame  feebIer'  and  tb« 
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in  a  minute.  Stertor  continued  but  a  minute  or  two  ;  it  was  followed 
by  an  unsuccessful  heaving  of  the  chest  in  inspiration  for  breath,  and  a 
limpsy  falling  together  of  the  chest  in  expiration,  accompanied  with  a 
sucking  down  of  the  soft  parts  in  front  of  the  neck  in  inspiration,  and 
descent  of  the  lower  jaw.  The  pathological  condition  evidently  now 
was — the  balance  between  the  circulation  and  respiration  was  being  lost, 
and  the  blood  was  accumulating  in  the  large  venous  trunks  behind  the 
heart.  And  the  indication  was  to  restore  and  preserve  the  balance  be- 
tween these  important  functions.  Could  any  measure  fulfil  this  indica- 
tion ?  Bloodletting  had  appeared  to  do  it  in  the  case  of  Miss  R.  True, 
in  the  latter  case  the  cedar  oil  had  been  removed  from  the  stomach  ; 
whereas,  in  the  present,  it  still  remained.  Shall  the  patient  be  aban- 
doned to  her  fate,  which  must  be  death  in  a  few  minutes,  or  shall  I 
afford  her  the  small  chance  of  escape,  held  out  by  bloodletting?  was 
the  question  I  proposed  to  myself.  Mrs.  B.,  Case  II.,  died  in  a  very 
few  minutes  after  the  supervention  of  the  pathological  condition  now 
present  in  this  case,  although  the  cedar  oil  had  been  thrown  from  her 
stomach.  My  convictions  favored  a  trial  of  bleeding.  Accordingly  I 
bled  to  the  amount  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  ounces.  For  a  few  minutes 
her  breathing  seemed  to  be  eased  by  bleeding  ;  soon,  however,  it  re- 
lapsed into  the  same  difficult  and  laborious  movement  it  exhibited  before 
the  operation.  The  pulse  beat  less  and  less  frequently,  till  it  was  down 
as  low  as  35  in  a  minute,  yet  regular,  and  the  heart  stopped  apparently 
in  the  middle  of  a  beat.  The  pupil  was  dilated  to  its  fullest  extent, 
and  breathing  was  performed  not  more  than  twice  a  minute  for  the  last 
three  minutes.  She  breathed  her  last  about  fifty  minutes  after  my 
arrival. 

Post-mortem  Examination. — The  unhappy  father  of  this  ill-starred 
young  lady  requested  a  post-mortem  examination.  1  acceded  to  his 
request,  and  made  an  examination  sixteen  hours  after  death,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Dr.  Williams,  and  in  the  presence  of  Rev.  B.  B.  Beckwith, 
Judge  E.  Dodge,  and  Harvey  D.  Smith  and  Sylvanus  Cone,  Esqs.  The 
stomach  contained  but  a  small  quantity  of  nearly-colorless  fluid,  with 
some  dirty-looking  sediment  on  the  interior  surface  of  its  lower  and 
back  part.  This  sediment  was  probably  the  ipecac,  that  was  swallowed. 
Three  or  four  small  red  spots,  as  large  perhaps  as  a  finger-nail,  were 
visible  in  its  upper  and  anterior  part.  A  considerable  portion  of  the 
interior  surface  besides,  had  lost  its  usual  polished  appearance.  I  pour- 
ed the  contents  of  the  stomach  on  a  rough  dry  board.  The  cedar  oil 
could  not  only  be  smelled,  but  it  was  distinctly  seen  spread  out  in  the 
fluid  the  stomach  had  contained,  and  making  greasy -looking  spots  on  the 
board.  In  quantity  it  looked  as  though  it  might  be  two  tablespoonfuls, 
but  it  probably  was  not  more  than  two  teaspoonfuls.  The  duodenum 
showed  some  signs  of  inflammation,  as  though  smaller  doses  had  been 
previously  taken  and  operated  upon  the  bowels.  The  remainder  of  the 
bowels  were  healthy.  The  disease  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  was 
not  sufficient  to  occasion  death,  nor  even  severe  indisposition.  The 
narcotic  powers  of  the  cedar  oil  destroyed  life  before  its  irritant  pro- 
perties could  produce  serious  disease.     The  uterus  was  found  in  a 
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^5!ljS£        fetUS  had  — 1  *»  «feVelopi»e„t  of 

father's  family  and  near  3*£»  S  been  *  ."^fl  °f  re™rk  to  h<* 
and,  in  an  attempt  to  procure  abnrtb    TTTA  °'  i"™*  seduced 
accordingly  arrested  indirt.H  ?™  d«««>yed  her  life.    He  was 

last  week  had  his  trial.  °'  mans,auS'»er  in  the  fourth  degree,  and 

can?e\otlL}rt;fb;,,:edToTtzit  Tea,?d  in  pr°°f a-  G- 

capable  of  procuring^  ion    fetd^Z  *  rePuted 
seven  weeks';  that  the  ceZ  oil  was  tXTfc        P''egnf,nt  ab°Ut  six  * 
aboruon;  that  cedar  oil  is    „  ), rhL,  d,e  Purpose  of  procuring 

dose;  that  two  teaspoo  n "fa  w    M L n  take"  "  a  lai^ 

was  soon  removed  fmm  the  told T, 3  °CCaS'°n  deatl1'  l,n,ess  « 
were  not  sufficiently  disJ "sed to  n t'  .that  d,e,st0mach  a»d  intestines 
shgltt  indisposition  ;tha  thrnarcotic  nnS'0[I-  **h"  h,deed  more  th* 
its  in'itant.'and  that  as  Tl^Zit 2*° S°PeBeded 
death.  It  also  appeared  in  p  oof  that  an  eZ  T™1^  co™  and 
grams,  and  repeated  with  ipecac  wa,  1  1 1  ,  ^  twen«y 
m  the  report  of  this  case  an  ^  that'  T  ^m.ntstered,  as  described 

before  she  died.  Jt  fur  her  a  pea  ed  fn  *  hM  *  few  lllinut« 
■dentified  with  the  seduction  Z Tort  ^  ?"  aCCUSed  ™ 
using  of  n,eans  to  procure  aTor  io    H ^  «'ith  *• 

taken,  with  the  purchase  of  the  cedar  Z     "  .the  Cedar  oil  was 

her,  knowing  that  she  intend ! \B tke^Z u?n  ^  ^ "»«  *  to 
abortion.  tdK"  11  lor       purpose  of  procuring 

..-Ln^Cim- torrpSga0„dherS  "  P"  T  *  >">  ^  «• 
death.    Under  this  plea,  RKfiSt"?  t  """j*  Caused 
was  an  irritant,  and  not  a  nicotfc         A  \e  Ptove*  tb*t  cedar  oit 
given  rather  than  white,  and  XrbK?"      3'         m"°l  ,lad 
and  that  the  bleeding  would  n  event  von  h  ™  ™,ant  P0™"' 

fon  of  the  blue  vitriol,  and  fadhtete  J?n  f-  ^  P''°m°te  the  *W 
as  it  may  appear,  medical  test  m0„v  was  ^  StranSe 

these  views  and  that  position.  |  Seemed  t0  fa™' 

hes.tatmg  statements  that  tended  W3S  not  frank>  u»" 

-ntended  to  be  taken  for  su  hst  temem  o.h  ^  t  ~r 

not  sa,d,  but  meant  to  be  understood a  bein"  s  fd  Th  t  W3S 
of  blue  vitriol  mstead  of  white  was  thZ  • The  ad'nmtstration 

present  at  A.'s  death,  said   hat  Z  t  *  VIZ;  :-°ne  th«  was 

dark  A  second  one  said  it  looked  dark^he^  ^' '  "t  ^  '0oked 
should  think  it  was  blue  vitriol  A \  ,  '■  6  had  seen  bl(,e  "^ol,  and 
bine  vitriol.  The  d  trie  a ttorne  H  th"'d  Sa,d  ^  hea,'d  Di''  Wai  say 
symptoms,  prcres,    a  d  speedv  W  -0Ut  °/  tllese  wit™  the 

gave  the  events  of  le  ca»rSbLTnat,0,,f  ^, the  CaSe'  and  «her 
and  the  order  in  which  l  ey  occutd  with  °/  ^T^f  °f  "le  S>'mPtoms 
tonal  fairness.    I  will  here  saTd  at'if  ,deglee  of  mint™- 
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given,  it  would  have  been  good  practice,  although  I  never  gave  blue 
vitriol  in  any  case  in  my  life.  If  the  defence  were  sincere  in  their  pre- 
sumption of  the  administration  of  blue  vitriol,  it  is  very  remarkable  that 
they  did  not  use  the  best  means  at  their  command  to  prove  it.  Why 
did  they  not  show  by  Dr.  Williams,  who  had  been  on  the  stand,  by  Judge 
Dodge  on  the  bench,  and  by  H.  D.  Smith,  Esq.,  also  in  court,  whether  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  and  the  interior  surface  of  this  organ  were  tinted 
with  a  neat,  clear,  uniform  blue  color,  such  as  blue  vitriol  only  colors  ? 
I  have  already  slated  that  these  gentlemen  saw  the  stomach  examined. 
Their  testimony  would  have  been  decisive.  Why  did  they  not  show 
by  the  family  and  others  that  were  about  the  deceased  at  the  time  of 
her  sickness  and  death,  that  her  clothes  about  her  neck,  and  the  bed- 
linen,  were  stained  blue  by  the  medicine  spilled  ?  Having  adduced  tes- 
timony that  seemed  to  favor  their  plea,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  in  order 
to  give  this  testimony  weight  and  character,  to  have  it  corroborated  by 
the  testimony  of  some  strong  man.  Dr.  Darius  Clark,  of  Canton,  was 
now  called  to  the  stand.  Dr.  Clatk  said — "  Cedar  oil  would  produce 
just  such  a  case  as  had  been  described  by  the  three  witnesses  last  on  the 
stand."  He  "  had  had  experience  with  cedar  oil  as  poison."  "  That  if 
blue  vitriol  was  given,  the  quantity  given  between  the  firs,  as  described, 
would  be  about  the  usual  dose  of  that  medicine  as  an  emetic,  and  that  if 
the  first  dose  did  not  operate,  it  must  be  repeated,  and  perhaps  again  and 
again."  He  said  his  "opinion  was  that  the  patient  began  to  die  before 
bleeding  was  performed,"  and  that  she  "  died  in  consequence  of  the 
cedar  oil." 

Several  medical  gentlemen  present,  were  not  called  to  the  stand  ; 
and  one,  who  had  been  just  before  Dr.  Clark,  and  who  testified  that 
cedar  oil  was  not  mentioned  in  the  hooks,  and  that  it  was  an  irritant  poi- 
son in  contra-distinction  from  a  narcotic  poison,  concluded  pretty  sud- 
denly (on  hearing  Dr.  Clark)  that  his  presence  was  unavailing,  and  that 
it  was  useless  for  "  light  to  shine  into  darkness  if  the  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not,"  and  probably  that  his  business  at  home  demanded  his 
immediate  return.  This  plea  was  abandoned  by  the  defence,  and  was 
not  mentioned  in  summing  up  the  cause. 

The  jury,  after  ten  minutes'  retirement,  re'urned  into  court  with  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree,  and  the  court  sen- 
tenced the  accused  to  one  year's  close  confinement  in  the  county  jail 
and  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  to  stand  committed  until  said 
fine  is  paid. 

Several  medical  gentlemen  present,  in  private  conversation,  admitted 
that  cedar  oil,  as  a  poison,  was  insufficiently  treated  of  in  the  books,  al- 
though it  was  referred  to  in  connection,  and  apparently  classed  with,  oil 
of  savin.  Samuel  C.  Wait,  M.D. 

Gouverneur,  St.  Lawrence  Co.)  N.  F.,  June  30,  1849. 
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CHOLERA  IN  NEW  YORK— SPOTTED  FEVER. 

To  the  El'Uor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  late  visit  to  New  York  has  not  been  forgotten.  After 
we  parted,  1  continued  my  daily  visits  to  the  cholera  hospitals,  where  I  found 
the  number  of  cases  varied  in  the  twenty-four  hours  from  ten  to  twenty 
in  each  ward.  The  deaths  averaged  from  five  to  ten  in  each  hospital 
daily,  and  from  thirty  to  sixty  in  private  practice.  I  saw  no  especial 
cause  for  alarm. -however,  and  J  may  safely  pronounce  the  Asiatic  cholera 
not  to  be  generally  epidemic  in  the  city.  If  it  is  epidemic  at  all,  it  is 
confined  to  a  small  district,  and  that  in  the  filthiest  and  most  obnoxious 
quarter.  I  do  not  believe  a  single  case  has  occurred  in  one  of  the  re- 
spectable hotels,  or  among  the  ki  upper  ten,"  during  the  season  ;  and  I 
neither  heard  of,  nor  saw  a  case,  that  could  not  be  traced  to  previous 
exposure,  or  imprudence  in  diet,  or  that  was  not  attended  with  diarrhoea 
of  some  hours,  or  even  days  standing. 

The  disease,  whatever  may  be  the  predisposing  cause,  is  evidently  ex- 
cited by  poverty  and  intemperance,  by  the  imprudent  use  of  unripe 
fruits,  vegetables,  ice  creams,  &c,  and  aggravated  by  the  pernicious 
custom  of  watering,  or  rather  inundating  the  streets  daily,  that  keeps 
them  sloppy  and  muddy,  and  occasions  a  damp  and  unwholesome  cholera 
effluvia,  which  might  be  altogether  avoided,  if  the  filth  and  rubbish  were 
only  removed  daily,  and  the  streets  swept  clean  and  dry  every  morning. 
Dry  dust,  in  this  instance,  is  far  preferable  to  mud  and  damp  insalubrious 
vapor.  Moreover,  the  disease  is  increased  by  the  thousand  "  cholera 
specifics,"  which  are  daily  manufactured  by  apothecaries  and  apotheca- 
ries' boys,  and  botanic  physicians,  and  hourly  sent  forth  to  poison  the 
community,  and  add  celerity  and  intensity  to  a  disease,  already  the 
most  fearfully  rapid  and  fatal  of  any  hitherto  known.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble the  disease  may  extend  with  the  hot  weather  of  July  and  August,  but 
those  who  are  prudent  and  temperate  in  all  things  have  little  to  fear. 

The  disease  has  not  assumed  in  New  York  that  epidemic  intensity  that 
is  so  common  on  the  plantations  of  the  south,  or  among  the  impoverished 
emigrants  of  the  West.  I  saw  no  foudroyant  cholera,  such  as  I  have 
been  familiar  with  in  times  past,  where  the  subjects  fall  without  premoni- 
tion, and  die  in  two  or  three  hours,  unless  it  be  one  who  had  fallen  and 
lie  in  collapse  on  the  sidewalk,  longing  to  see  a  health  officer,  but  "  who 
died  without  the  sight,"  and  another  who  was  drawn  in  an  open  hand- 
cart through  the  streets,  in  the  blazing  sun,  by  a  couple  of  porters,  dis- 
puting with  a  policeman  for  the  prize,  and  who  absolutely  refused  to  take 
him  to  the  hospital  till  they  were  fully  paid.  The  scene  strongly  remind- 
ed me  of  the  one  in  Byron,  where  the  dogs  hold  carnival  over  a  defunct 
body. 

Notwithstanding  the  disease  ordinarily  manifests  the  usual  forms  and 
stages,  I  saw  no  potential  cures  by  infinitesimal  doses,  no  miraculous 
washings  in  the  Sitz  bath,  and  no  resurrections  from  the  precious  anointing 
with  mercurial  unguents,  so  enthusiastically  heralded  by  the  hospital  phy- 
sicians in  the  former  epidemic,  when  they  triumphantly  announced  they 
had  "  nothing  more  to  expect  in  the  way  of  therapeutics  ;  "  <;  we  con- 
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"template  the  result  even  with  admiration,  so  great  is  the  victory,  and  so 
obvious  the  triumph  of  art." 

1  imagine  the  physicians  are  very  indifferent  about  it  at  present,  or  pro- 
digiously frightened  at  the  malady,  for  in  all  my  visits  to  the  hospitals  I 
never  met  with  a  single  city  practitioner  or  student  investigating  the  dis- 
ease, or  watching  the  progress  of  a  single  case.  The  regular  attending  phy- 
sician made  his  usual  rounds  once  or  twice  daily,  I  was  told,  and  left  the 
management  of  the  patients  wholly  to  the  pupils  and  nurses  who  had 
charge  of  the  wards. 

Patients  were  brought  in  at  all  stages  of  the  disease,  though  chierly  in 
the  cold  stage,  which  were  recorded  collapse,  or  partial  collapse,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  medicine  ordered  accordingly.  And  here  I  must  say  I 
was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  simplicity,  nay.  the  inefficiency  of  the  treat- 
ment. The  fact  seemed  to  be  taken  for  granted,  as  confidently  expressed 
by  one  of  their  late  penny  pamphlet  writers,  "  that  when  the  disease  has 
fairly  set  in,  one  method  of  treatment  is  about  as  good  as  another,  and 
none  of  them  of  much  value,  except  so  far  as  they  tend  to  keep  up 
hope  and  confidence  in  the  patient."  It  appeared  to  be  chiefly  expec- 
tance or  temporizing,  on  the  principle,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  better  to  do 
nothing  than  to  do  harm.  It  ranged  between  calomel  and  opium,  camphor 
and  valerian,  while  ice  was  chiefly  relied  upon  as  a  placebo  in  the  cyanose 
or  collapsed  stage.  External  applications,  sinapisms,  frictions,  and  other 
adjuvants  so  essential  in  the  cold  stage,  were  wholly  neglected,  as  far  as 
1  could  discover,  while  I  noticed  several  cases  recently  entered  in  the 
forming  stage,  without  persistent  vomiting  or  purging,  or  cramps,  with 
coldness  of  the  surface  or  extremities  merely,  and  with  a  pulse  of  good 
volume,  that  were  suffered  to  pass  on  to  collapse,  under  the  experimental 
treatment,  and  die  in  two  or  three  hours.  Without  intending  to  be  cap- 
tious or  witty,  it  really  reminded  me  of  two  very  successful  troiteurs  I 
encountered  during  the  past  epidemic  in  the  South.  One  of  them,  a  col- 
ored physician,  had  his  pack  of  cards  regularly  numbered  and  lettered 
with  every  article  of  medicine  and  diet  necessary  and  useful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease.  When  called  to  a  patient,  he  very  gravely  shuffles  his 
cards,  and  pulls  out  one  after  another,  and  as  they  turn  up  good  or  bad,  he 
prescribes  accordingly.  Carefully  drawing  them  out,  he  says,  calomel, 
bad — camphor,  good — bleeding,  bad — leeches,  bad — soup,  good — salts, 
bad — bathinir,  good — brandy,  good — ice,  good,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of 
the  chapter.  The  other  was  a  practitioner  of  some  notoriety,  and  was 
•called  the  Teetotum  doctor.  He  had  a  die  regularly  marked  on  each  side, 
thus — B.,  for  bleeding;  P.,  purging:  V.,  vomit  :  G..  glyster.  be., 
and  with  a  whirl  of  the  teetotum  he  decided  upon  the  kind  of  medicine 
to  be  given,  and  the  general  treatment  to  be  pursued.  The  moral  effect 
of  this  system  is  evidently  very  great,  but  whether  or  not  its  success  in 
cholera  equals  that  of  Homoeopathy.  Hydropathy,  kc,  I  am  unable  at 
present  to  decide.  Should  the  number  of  deaths  increase  in  the  Hospi- 
tals of  New  York,  in  spite  of  all  other  modes,  one  or  both  of  the  above 
systems  might  be  tried  with  some  probable  hope  of  success.  At  all 
events,  I  would  suggest  to  the  students  who  have  charge  of  the  several 
wards,  if  they  would  comprehend  fully  the  nature  and  treatment  of  this 
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terrible  malady,  first  to  study  carefully  some  of  the  best  monographs  on 
the  disease — and  I  know  of  few  better  than  that  of  Dr.  Paine,  of  New 
York — and  then  to  watch  attentively  each  case,  prescribing  for  symptoms 
and  not  the  name  of  the  disorder,  and  to  proceed  upon  the  old  maxim  of 
Horace,  nil  desperandum,  &c,  until  the  patient  is  fairly  dead.  Recollect 
that  something  must  be  done  in  confirmed  cholera  continually,  as  the  pa- 
tient, left  to  himself  for  two  or  three  hours,  will  inevitably  perish.  Again, 
common  cholera  morbus  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from  the  epidemic, 
and  ship  fever  from  both,  or  the  records  of  mortality  may  be  fearfully 
increased. 

In  justice  to  the  city  authorities,  I  must  say,  that  the  Cholera  Hospitals, 
or  the  several  buildings  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  are  commodious 
and  well  ventilated,  and  as  well  appointed  for  the  occasion,  perhaps,  as 
could  be  expected,  though  1  confess  I  see  no  especial  need  of  having 
piles  of  "  coffins  ready  made"  to  clog  the  entrance  of  the  Hospitals,  nor 
why  blacks  and  whites,  males  and  females,  should  be  huddled  indiscrimi- 
nately together  in  the  same  wards. 

Among  all  the  brochures  that  have  been  written  upon  cholera,  its  pre- 
vention and  cure,  I  must  mention  that  of  Dr.  Hawthorne,  of  the  Belfast 
Hospital,  as  among  the  most  excellent,  and  to  all  who  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  disease,  either  in  Hospitals  or  out  of  them,  I  would  recom- 
mend it  as  worthy  of  especial  perusal.  And  here  I  cannot  refrain,  be- 
fore closing  this  hasty  letter,  to  compare  the  symptoms  and  treatment  of 
cholera  published  by  Dr.  H.,  with  those  of  Drs.  Miner,  Tully,  North,  my 
late  father  and  others,  as  portrayed  and  practised  by  them  in  the  spotted 
fever  of  New  England,  New  York,  and  Canada,  and  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  at  various  situations,  where  its  destroying  power  has 
scarcely  been  exceeded  by  military  slaughter — a  plague  which  raged  for 
years,  and  produced  as  much  consternation  as  any  that  ever  prevailed  in 
a  community,  but  which  yielded  readily  to  the  power  of  medical  science 
and  skill,  and  like  cholera,  at  first  exercising  the  power  of  a  giant,  soon 
became,  under  the  magical  control  of  apposite  and  Herculean  remedies, 
as  gentle  as  a  sucking  dove. 

But  let  us  contrast  the  two,  for  it  is  a  medical  fact  of  great  interest  and 
importance,  and  one  which  may  influence  the  practice  of  others  now  va- 
cillating between  opposite  opinions,  and  it  may  be  experimental  and  fatal 
modes. 

1.  Spotted  fever,  or  typhus  syjycopalis,  is  a  nervous  fever,  without  re- 
action, of  some  days'  duration  ;  \fchile  cholera  asphyxia  is  a  congestive 
nervous  fever,  of  a  single  paroxysm,  proving  fatal,  usually,  if  not  arrested, 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

2.  The  exciting  causes  in  both  epidemics  are  precisely  the  same.  Er- 
rors of  diet,  intemperance,  exposure  to  cold,  damp  air,  fatigue,  anxiety  of 
mind,  he.  All  these  conspire  to  induce  a  morbid  state  of  the  system 
favorable  to  the  recentijn  of  the  disease,  and  tend  more  immediately, 
perhaps,  than  any  otln  ycause,  to  multiply  the  instances  of  mortality. 

3.  The  invasion  of  fAe  disease  is  often  the  same  in  both,  somewhat 
modified  by  locality  and  circumstances.  The  patient  is  seized  in  the 
midst  of  his  usual  labors,  and  oftentimes  is  struck  down  suddenly,  almost 
as  by  a  stroke  of  lightning. 
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4.  The  general  group  of  symptoms  is  the  same.  Loss  of  sensibility, 
vertigo,  faintness,  distress  about  the  praecordia,  or  a  death-like  sinking 
sensation  at  the  epigastrium  utterly  indescribable,  severe  pain  in  the  sto- 
mach, nausea,  vomiting,  colic,  cholera  morbus,  he,  becoming  incessant, 
embarrassing  and  obstinate.  Universal,  deadly  coldness  ;  pulse  often 
imperceptible,  unequal  and  intermitting  ;  respiration  oppressed,  and  coma, 
especially  at  the  close  of  the  disease  ;  strangury  and  suppression  of  urine  ; 
the  countenance  is  sunken  ;  the  solids  flaccid,  and  a  violet,  livid  discolo- 
ration of  the  whole  surface.  In  many  fatal  cases  the  disease  terminates 
in  a  deadly  coma.    Bile  is  seldom  evacuated. 

5.  Experience  has  sanctioned  the  same  treatment,  though  in  both  these 
destructive  epidemics,  it  is  obvious  it  must  be  varied  with  the  vacillat- 
ing symptoms  which  are  present.  "  Instances  have  most  undoubtedly 
occurred  in  practice,  in  which  bloodletting  to  considerable  extent  has 
been  the  means  of  turning  death  into  life,  and  despair  into  confidence  ; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  some  who,  while  their  condi- 
tion was  not  apparently  very  dissimilar,  became  the  victims  of  the  same 
operation." 

The  treatment  required  in  both  diseases,  is  stimulating,  cordial,  diapho- 
retic and  tonic,  or  restorative,  with  an  avoidance  of  everything  that  tends 
to  waste  the  vital  powers.  Evacuations  only  render  the  mild  cases  severe, 
and  the  severe  ones  fatal.  Opium  is  the  sheet  anchor  in  both ;  and  all 
those  patients  whose  symptoms  are  promptly  met  by  it  invariably  recover. 

For  cholera,  Dr.  Hawthorne  gives  ten  or  twelve  grains  of  opium,  and 
half  a  drachm  of  camphor,  he,  at  a  dose,  and  repeats  often,  with  never- 
failing  success.  It  is  by  perspiration  the  disease  is  cured.  Not  the 
slightest  narcotic  effect  is  produced  by  this  large  dose  of  medicine.  In 
the  most  malignant  cases,  he  says  he  is  infallibly  successful,  and  arro- 
gates to  himself  an  exclusive  mode  of  practice,  which  our  own  country- 
men used  with  signal  success,  in  a  similar  destructive  epidemic,  long  be- 
fore Asiatic  cholera  was  ever  heard  of  on  either  side  the  Atlantic.  Place 
the  patient  in  bed,  says  he,  give  him  on  the  instant  ten  of  the  above 
antispasmodic  pills,  and  two  ounces  of  the  antispasmodic  mixture  of 
ether,  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  camphor  spirits  and  laudanum,  and 
wash  the  whole  down  with  a  glass  of  undiluted  brandy  or  whiskey,  fla- 
vored strongly  with  cloves,  essence  of  ginger  or  some  warm  aromatic 
spice.  Cover  with  an  additional  blanket,  and  communicate  heat  by 
jars  or  bottles  of  hot  water,  bags  of  hot  salt  or  sand,  hot  bricks  applied 
to  the  feet  and  body  so  as  to  restore  the  temperature  and  produce  perspi- 
ration as  soon  as  possible.  Give  an  additional  glass  of  strong,  hot  punch, 
he.  he.  In  this  manner,  he  writes — I  have  cured  from  two  to  three 
thousand  cases,  without  a  single  grain  of  calomel. 

Now  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  all  this  is,  that  it  is  copied,  almost 
verbatim  et  literatim,  from  my  late  father's  tract  upon  spotted  fever,  and 
that  of  Dr.  Miner,  which  the  curious  reader  will  find  condensed  in 
Thacher's  Modern  Practice — and  where  the  wspfe  of  Dr.  Hawthorne's 
system  is  anticipated  and  recorded,  and  much  vrore  even  than  he  has 
suggested,  applicable  to  the  treatment  of  epidemic  cholera  in  all  its  forms 
— and  which  my  father,  with  a  medical  intuitiveness  peculiar  to  him, 
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predicted  to  me,  in  a  letter  as  early  as  1 832,  would  be  the  safest  and 
surest  mode  of  managing  the  disease,  should  it  appear  on  our  shores  ; 
a  prediction  more  than  fulfilled  by  the  success  of  the  practice  both  in 
Europe  and  this  country.  Let  me  illustrate  and  confirm  this  by  an  ex- 
tract from  my  father's  treatise.  "  The  principal  indication  of  cure," 
says  he,  "  is  to  increase  the  excitement,  and  support  the  sinking  powers 
of  life.  This  may  be  effected  by  stimulants,  especially  of  the  cordial 
and  diaphoretic  class,  and  tonics.  The  stimulants  should  be  external  and 
internal.  The  former  may  be  obtained  by  putting  the  feet  into  warm 
water,  placing  the  patient  in  bed  between  blankets,  and  applying  to 
different  parts  of  the  body  billets  of  wood  boiled  in  water,  hot  bricks,  or 
brands  of  fire  quenched  in  vinegar  or  water,  and  bladders  of  hot  water, 
or  flannels  wrung  out  of  the  same.  In  severe  cases,  frictions  of  the 
whole  body  with  sweet  oil  were  sometimes  used.  Blisters  and  rubefa- 
cients to  the  head,  body  and  limbs,  were  often  important;  as,  also,  sina- 
pisms to  the  feet.  Internally,  were  given  hot  teas  of  pennyroyal,  mint, 
sage,  fcc,  either  alone,  or  combined  with  brandy  or  other  spirit ;  and  the 
warm  essential  oils,  as  lavender,  rosemary,  cinnamon,  and  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine, as  circumstances  required  ;  also  hot  punch,  wine  whey,  &c.  A 
powder  of  camphor,  ipecac,  and  opium,  with  sometimes  half  a  grain  or  a 
grain  of  calomel,  was  given  every  two,  four,  six  or  eight  hours  ;  its  fre- 
quency depending  on  the  necessity  of  exciting  perspiration.  Warmth 
and  perspiration  should  be  procured  and  sustained  by  cordial  drinks,  and 
strong  broth  highly  seasoned.  Some  were  known  to  die  while  under  the 
operation  of  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap,  in  places  where  the  disease 
made  its  first  appearance.  The  lancet  was  found  to  be  equally  unsuc- 
cessful. Iri  cases  of  delirium,  camphor  and  opium,  with  wine  and  brandy, 
were  freely  given,  and  cold  applications  used  for  the  head.  In  coma,  in- 
jections of  yeast,  brandy  and  laudanum,  were  given  with  the  best  effect. 
In  one  case  of  coma,  two  ounces  of  laudanum,  together  with  wine  and 
brandy  ad  libitum,  were  given  in  twenty-four  hours,  with  perfect  success. 
In  another,  a  delicate  female  took  about  the  same  amount  of  laudanum, 
wine  and  brandy,  in  the  space  of  four  hours,  and  speedily  recovered.  Ice 
was  applied  to  the  head  in  both  cases." 

Powders  of  camphor,  compound  powder  of  contrayerva,  carbonate  of 
ammonia,  &c,  or  ipecac,  camphor  and  opium,  with  an  infusion  of  camo- 
mile, cinnamon  and  ginger,  were  given  with  good  effect.  Camphor,  am- 
monia  and  ether,  were  useful  during  the  sinking  stage.  A  cordial  com- 
posed of  essence  of  peppermint,  compound  tincture  of  lavender,  and 
laudanum  or  paregoric,  was  given  several  times  a-day.  This  is  similar  to 
the  compound  I  spoke  of  in  my  former  remarks  on  cholera,  and  which 
has  been  found  so  useful  in  the  treatment  of  cholerine.  Rubefacients, 
sinapisms,  stimulating  frictions,  he,  were  used  in  the  general  treatment. 
More  than  two  thousand  cases  under  my  father's  care  were  managed 
according  to  this  method,  with  the  loss  of  only  two  and  half  per.  cent. 

I  conclude  with  a  very  important  suggestion  by  him,  equally  applica- 
ble to  spotted  fever  and  Asiatic  cholera.  "  It  must  be  remembered,  in  the 
management  of  this  perplexing  disease,  that  though  there  are  certain 
prevailing  forms,  one  and  the  same  disease  exists  under  each  of  them, 


484 


Unsuccessful  Vaccinations. 


and  that  therefore  the  general  nature  of  it  should  always  be  kept  in 
view  ;  the  necessity  of  which  will  soon  be  seen  in  practice,  as  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  species  commonly  disappear  after  a  time,  leaving  nothing 
but  the  simple  disease  to  be  treated  by  its  general  remedies." 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours,  &c. 
July  12,  1849.  Fred.  B.  Page,  M.D. 


TkE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JULY    18,    184  9. 


Unsuccessful  Vaccinations. — There  is  apparently  some  atmospherical 
influences  operating,  not  at  all  understood,  that  prevents  a  ready  absorption 
or  specific  action  of  the  vaccine  virus  at  this  season.  Few  persons,  it  is 
presumed,  have  had  a  larger  field  for  observation  in  regard  to  this  particu- 
lar kind  of  practice,  than  ourselves  ;  and  we  regret  to  state  that  since  about 
the  15th  of  June  to  the  present  time,  we  have  had  frequent  occasion  to 
lament  the  disappointment  to  which  the  operator  is  subjected  on  account  of 
failures  of  the  very  best  of  kine  pock  matter.  How  much  longer  this 
want  of  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  the  virus  may  continue,  is  an  un- 
solved problem.  Where  the  absorption  does  take  place,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
stances, the  period  of  development  cannot  be  relied  upon.  Ordinarily — 
according  to  a  familiar  law  of  the  economy  in  respect  to  the  specific  local 
appearances — on  the  eighth  or  nine  day  from  the  introduction  of  the  lymph, 
a  pustule  is  completely  developed,  and  all  the  accompanying  cha- 
racteristics belonging  to  the  true  vaccine  vesicle,  exist  in  perfection — 
the  essential  evidence  of  which  is  the  re-production  of  lymph,  that  will 
propagate  the  same  phenomena  from  one  subject  to  another,  indefinitely. 
Now,  however,  in  repeated  instances,  the  pustule  has  not  begun  to  appear 
till  the  twelfth  day — and  then  but  faintly,  and  is  scarcely  discernible  on  the 
sixteenth.  The  same  condition,  apparently,  either  of  the  absorbent  system 
or  of  the  air,  now  exists  in  this  latitude,  that  is  perpetually  exhibited  in 
tropical  climates.  Vaccine  virus  can  be  only  occasionally  reproduced  in 
certain  parts  of  Asia  and  the  West  Indies.  Even  in  the  Southern  States, 
there  are  parts  of  the  year  when  it  is  a  waste  of  professional  labor  to  vaccinate, 
because  the  virus  does  not  take,  as  the  expression  goes.  Unless  there  is  an 
immediate  change,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend  vaccination  till  one  takes 
place.  Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things,  the  difficulty 
is  one  which  disposes  physicians  to  be  vexed,  and  their  disappointments  are 
imputed  to  many  causes  besides  the  true  one.  Communications  calculated 
to  clear  up  this  pathological  or  thermometrical  question,  would  be  grate- 
fully received  from  correspondents. 

Nearly  all  the  successful  efforts  at  vaccination,  with  the  finest  class  of 
young  children,  during  the  time  specified,  have  been  on  cool  days.  Had  it 
not  been  for  this  circumstance,  we  should  have  probably  failed  entirely,  and 
fresh  vaccine  lymph  would  hardly  have  been  procurable  in  Boston  in  the 
month  of  July. 


The  Blind  Horse  of  Sea  Street. — An  affecting  sight  may  be  witnessed 
daily,  in  Sea  street,  nearly  opposite  Benson's  coal  yard,  in  this  city.  A 
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kind-hearted  Irish  teamster  conducts  his  poor  blind  horse,  when  the  labors 
of  the  day  are  over,  to  the  stable.  Without  a  rein,  guided  simply  by  the 
!  varying  intonations  of  the  driver's  voice,  the  huge,  giant-framed  animal 
!  turns  corners,  curves  gently  towards  the  sidewalk,  crosses  the  threshold, 
and  finally  reaches  the  appropriate  stall,  going  zigzag  round  a  post  in  one 
place,  by  the  heels  of  other  horses  in  another,  and  without  accident  or 
blunder.  How  delicate  must  be  the  ear  of  that  dependent  creature,  and 
what  an  accurate  and  discriminating  knowledge  he  has  acquired  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  words  of  his  master.  A  variation  of  tone,  in  regard 
to  force  or  intensity,  instantly  quickens  his  motions,  or  moderates  his  pace, 
as  circumstances  may  require.  There  is  no  hesitation,  no  delay,  because 
he  has  ascertained  by  experience  that  the  Irishman  is  his  real  friend,  who 
never  deceives  him.  Hence,  when  he  is  urged  to  do  one  thing  or  another, 
it  is  instantly  done,  and  thus  he  avoids  being  injured  or  making  a  false  step. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Somebody,  of  New  York,  a  few  years  since  attempted  to 
demonstrate,  upon  psychological  principles,  that  horses  have  souls,  but  was 
ridiculed,  of  course,  for  his  pains.  What  essential  attributes  of  a  soul  are 
not  discovered  in  this  blind  horse  ?  He  has  memory,  reflection,  a  clear 
and  distinct  idea  of  language — and,  lastly,  exhibits  still  higher  attributes, 
confidence  and  love.  While  viewing  the  case,  the  thought  involuntarily 
urged  itself  upon  us — here  is  a  puzzle  for  the  philosophers. 


Medical  College  Buildings. — Here  in  Boston,  the  accommodations  are 
very  superior;  but  there  is  need  enough,  in  other  places,  of  rebuilding, 
or  at  least  repairing  their  old  dilapidated  tenements.  A  new  lecture  house 
is  sadly  needed  at  Berkshire.  Why,  the  seats  in  the  anatomical  theatre  are 
almost  whittled  out  of  sight.  How  is  it  at  Caslleton  ?  Students  have  no 
kind  of  respect  for  broken  benches,  greasy  seats,  smoky  rooms,  and  scien- 
tific dust.  Veneration  is  no  part  of  American  character.  Let  trustees, 
therefore,  look  to  their  accommodations,  and  put  on  the  paint  and  white- 
wash both  seasonably  and  plentifully. 


Revelations  on  Cholera. — This  is  a  four  bv  six  inch  book,  by  Samuel 
Dickson,  M.D.,  &c,  edited  by  W.  Turner,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  Chrono- 
thermalism — its  doctrines  of  health,  disease,  restoration  and  remedies — is 
a  text  from  which  flows  an  introduction,  so  unfortunately  long  that  no  one 
will  trouble  himself  to  read  it.  All  the  remainder  has  been  before  the- 
public  before.  The  author's  only  hope,  unquestionably,  has  reference  to  a 
prodigious  quarrel,  which  will  of  course  shake  the  earth,  jostle  down  the 
old  doctors  like  a  row  of  bricks  poised  endwise,  and  then  the  people,  the 
poor  bled-to-death,  vomited-lo-death,  and  physicked-to-death,  may  be  cured 
by  the  chrono-thermalists.  This  is  one  side  ;  there  are  several  others,  one  of 
which  is,  that  there  are  some  admirable  hints  and  wise  suggestions  in  the 
book,  together  with  some  nonsense  to  fill  out  the  pages.  Finally,  we  have 
felt  obliged  to  examine  so  many  treatises  on  cholera,  of  late,  all  differing 
in  the  mode  of  treatment,  that  it  is  quite  difficult  to  determine  who  deserves 
merit  and  who  not. 


St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Philadelphia. — Boston  has  had  the  reputation  of 
abounding  in  charitable  institutions,  but  the  city  of  broad  brims  is  likely  to 
have  the  ascendancy.    St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  is  something 
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new,  just  opened  on  Girard  Avenue;  and,  although  in  an  incipient  state, 
will  soon  accommodate  120  patients.  Drs.  Horner,  Jackson,  Stille  and 
Keating,  names  quite  familiar  to  the  great  public,  compose  a  part  of  the 
committee  of  management,  and  of  course  it  will  be  fully  developed,  and 
may  live  and  thrive  for  centuries  to  come.  The  sisters  of  charity  are  to 
attend  upon  the  sick. 

The  subject  of  this  new  hospital  induces  us  to  allude  again  to  the  im- 
portance of  one  at  East  Boston.  It  is  the  place  for  a  hospital,  and  as  many 
as  from  two  to  three  acres  of  ground  should  be  secured  for  its  use,  while 
land  can  be  had.  Before  the  alms-giving,  bequest-making,  hospital-en- 
dowing, benevolent  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  are  now  burdened  with 
wealth,  are  aware  of  it,  a  population  of  100,000  people  will  be  spread 
over  that  inviting  section  of  the  metropolis.  A  little  money  now  would 
purchase  much  territory  ;  but  by-and-by  it  will  require  a  great  deal  of 
cash  to  buy  a  small  piece  of  land.  Boston  needs  to  be  roused  from  a 
lethargy  :  eating  great  dinners  and  then  sleeping  while  they  digest,  was 
never  prescribed  by  a  physician.  Philadelphians  have  quite  as  much  cha- 
rity as  others  who  are  more  boisterous  about  their  good  deeds,  and  yet 
their  city  thrives  exceedingly,  although  so  much  goes  into  hospitals  and 
infirmaries. 

Baltimore  Dental  College. — Lectures  of  the  tenth  annual  session  will 
commence,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  advertising  page,  on  the  last 
Monday  of  Nov.  A  rich  cabinet  and  library,  besides  various  appliances 
nowhere  else  to  be  found,  together  with  a  faculty  determined  to  ele- 
vate the  profession  of  dentistry,  will  convince  students  that  Baltimore  is  the 
place  to  become  scientific  in  their  calling. 

Came  and  Cure  of  Cholera — Sulphur  Pills. — An  extra  sheet  from  the 
N.  W.  Medical  Journal,  at  Chicago,  111.,  has  a  long  article  on  this  subject 
bv  the  editor,  Win.  B.  Herrick,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Rush 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  says,  "Cholera  and  influenza  are  so  nearly 
allied  as  to  justify  us  in  assuming  that  both  are  produced  by  the  same 
cause — and  that  this  cause  is  ozone."  Then  follows  his  declaration  of  faith 
in  Dr.  Bird's  infallible  remedy — sulphur.  Report  positive  says  that  these 
sulphur  pills  have  been  analyzed  and  found  well  drugged  with  morphine! 
This  paper  comes  in  advance  of  the  publication  day  of  Dr.  Herrick's 
Journal. 

To  the  Editor,  fyc.  Sir, — The  unexpected  result  of  a  small  bit  of 
surgery  makes  it  worth  reporting.  The  end  of  a  thumb,  with  a  piece  of 
the  nail,  was  cut  clean  off  by  a  sharp  knife.  I  secured  the  amputated  por- 
tion accurately  in  its  place  with  adhesive  straps.  Perfect  union  has  taken 
place,  so  that  the  thumb  is  symmetrical,  which  could  hardly  have  been  the 
case  had  the  stump  been  dressed  differently. 

Boston,  July,  1S49.  William  Ingalls,  Jr.  M.D. 

Medical  Association  of  the  District  of  Columbia. — At  a  recent  meeting 
of  this  Association,  a  report  and  resolution  were  adopted  respecting  the 
preliminary  education  of  medical  students.  The  latter,  which  is  to  be  add- 
ed to  the  Regulations  of  the  Association,  is  as  follows  : — 

"  No  member  of  this  Association  shall  receive  any  one  into  his  office  as 
a  student  of  medicine  without  a  certificate  from  the  Counselors  that  he 
has  been  examined  and  found  qualified  to  commence  the  study  of  medi- 
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cine  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Counsellors,  before  granting  such 
certificate,  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the  applicant  is  of  good  moral  cha- 
racter, that  he  has  received  a  good  English  education,  including  an  inti- 
mate knovvlege  of  the  construction  of  language  and  a  correct  orthography  ; 
that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  natural  philosophy,  em- 
bracing the  elementary  principles  of  mechanics,  optics,  acoustics,  pneumatics, 
and  hydraulics  ;  the  elementary  mathematical  sciences,  including  algebra 
and  geometry,  and  that  he  possesses  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  languages. 

Progress  &f  Cholera. — The  alarming  extent  to  which  the  disease  is  now 
prevailing  in  several  places  at  the  West,  shows  that  the  worst  fears  which' 
were  entertained  respecting  its  ravages  in  this  country,  have  been  fully  realiz- 
ed. The  authentic  reports  from  St.  Louis  appear  to  equal,  in  their  frightful 
mortality,  the  returns  last  year  from  the  old  world,  which  at  the  time  were 
considered  almost  fabulous.  July  12th,  the  interments  for  the  last  24  hours 
were  186,  of  which  145  were  from  cholera  ;  and  on  the  13th  the  cholera 
interments  were  199.  Dr.  Barbour,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Missouri,  is  reported  as  one  of  the  victims,  and  other  physicians 
are  said  to  have  fallen.  In  Cincinnati,  on  the  13th,  the  cholera  interments 
for  24  hours  were  112.  In  New  York,  at  2  P.  M.,the  14th,  cholera  cases, 
123;  deaths,  61.  15th,  cases,  76;  deaths,  37.  It  will  be  seen  by  our 
weekly  report  that  13  deaths  by  cholera  are  reported  as  having  occurred 
in  this  city  last  week.  Yet  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  unusually 
small  up  to  Friday  noon,  when  that  report  closed.  During  the  next  24 
hours,  after  a  few  days  of  excessive  heat,  the  mortality  was  greatly  increased. 


Medical  Miscellany.— Mrs.  Elizabeth  Grindell  died  on  the  22d  of  June,  at  Goshen,  N.  H.,  at  the 
age  of  104  years,  3  months  and  9  days.  Remarkable  instances  of  longevity  in  that  State,  have 
frequently  been  recorded.  Even  persons  born  there,  who  have  emigrated  to  other  places,  seem 
to  have  an  extraordinary  lease  of  life. — The  sale  of  pork  has  been  forbidden  at  Cincinnati,  on  a 
presumption,  by  the  municipal  authorities,  that  it  predisposes  those  eating  it  to  attacks  of  the 
cholera. — A  Dr.  Nicholas  R.  Millett,  who  has  figured  in  a  revolutionary  aspect,  at  Metamoras,  has 
been  arrested — and  that  is  probably  just  what  he  wanted,  being  now  fed  at  the  public  expense, 
and  no  one  ever  being  shot  there  for  his  opinions. — Dr.  Fontaine,  of  golden  bible  memory,  is 
under  trial  at  Concord,  Mass.,  for  obtaining  property  by  false  pretences. — Dr.  J.  K.  Smith,  of  Ml. 
Vernon,  N.  H.,  took  from  a  tumor,  it  is  said,  near  the  umbilicus  of  a  lady,  326  gall-stones. — A 
Louisiana  planter  and  physician  states  in  a  letter,  that  the  cholera  has  destroyed  one  tenth  of 
the  slaves  in  that  State. — Four  thousand  people,  out  of  a  population  of  60,000,  died  at  Limerick, 
in  one  month,  of  the  cholora. — The  Dental  Recorder  of  July  1st,  gives  an  account  of  euring 
tooth-ache  by  steam,  on  the  Ohio  river.  The  fellow  who  performed,  had  rights  to  sell,  and  of 
course  belonged  either  to  Connecticut  or  Massachusetts. — Smallpox  is  prevailing  at  St.  Vincent, 
Martinique. — Mrs.  Leach,  of  Dunbarton,  IN.  H.,  died  June  20th,  at  the  age  of  102  years. — Peo- 
ple are  injuring  themselves  exceedingly  by  drinking  soda  immoderately,  this  warm  weather. 
They  should  abstain,  too,  from  gormandizing  on  ice  creams  late  in  the  evening. — Among  the 
best  cholera  preventives  are  the  letting  alone  of  medicine  till  it  is  positively  necessary,  and  then 
only  take  ii  by  the  advice  of  a  judicious  physician. 


To  Co rrkspon dents. — The  two  interesting  papers  in  to-day's  Journal  have  crowded  out  a 
variety  of  other  matters.  Those  which  have  not  been  before  acknowledged,  are — Dr.  Comstock 
on  Cholera,  Dr.  Jones  on  Intestinal  Worms,  and  Dr.  King  in  Reply  to  Dr.  Jarvis. — A  note  from 
Dr.  J.  K.  Smith,  of  Mt  Vernon.  N.  H.,  encloses  a  few  of  the  gall-stones  from  the  tumor  alluded  to 
in  our  Miscellany  of  to-day. 

Report  of  Veaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  July  18th,  69. — Males,  35 — females,  34. — 
Of  consumption,  11 — infantile,  5 — marasmus,  5 — teething,  2 — cholera,  13 — cholera  infantum.  1 
— diarrhoea,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  4- — dropsy  in  the  head,  4 — drowned,  2 — lung  fever, 
1 — old  age,  1 — typhus  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  2— convulsions,  1 — accidental,  1 — puerperal  fever, 
1 — wound  of  an  artery,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — debility,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — dysentery,  1 
■ — rheumatic  fever,  1— drinking  cold  water,  1 — epilepsy,  1 — peritonitis,  1 — strangulation,  1 — ■ 
cancer,  1. 

Under  5  years,  26 — between  5  and  20  years,  9 — between  20  and  40  years,  16 — between  40 
and  60  years,  14 — over  60  years,  4. 
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The  Cholera  at  the  West. — Dr.  Haskins,  in  writing  for  the  Western 
Medical  Journal  an  account  of  the  cholera  as  it  appeared  recently  in  Clarks- 
ville,  Tenn.,  refers  as  follows  to  some  important  points  in  the  spread  of  the 
epidemic. 

"  In  the  invasion  and  spread  of  the  cholera  over  our  town,  numbering 
about  three  thousand  inhabitants,  we  have  been  unable  to  detect  anything 
resembling  the  invasion  and  spread  of  a  contagious  disease.  In  the  very 
beginning  of  the  epidemic,  several  individuals,  residing  in  different  portions 
of  the  town,  and  having  had  no  communication  with  one  another,  were  at- 
tacked about  the  same  time  ;  and  during  its  whole  continuance,  the  cases 
appeared  to  arise  irrespective  of  any  proximity  to  the  sick  or  their  resi- 
dences, the  nurses  of  the  sick,  and  inmates  of  the  same  apartments,  escap- 
ing in  nearly  all  instances. 

"  The  disease  having  already  prevailed  for  some  time  previously  in  both 
the  cities  of  New  Orleans  and  Nashville,  and  the  steamboats  daily  landing 
passengers  and  merchandize  upon  our  wharves,  we  were  furnished  with  no 
facts  upon  which  to  found  a  conclusion  as  to  whether  it  was  brought  up  or 
down  the  river,  or  what  time  intervened  from  the  dissemination  of  the  poi- 
son, to  its  manifestation  in  disease.  One  fact  more  should  be  stated,  and 
that  is,  that  no  patient  with  cholera  had  been  landed  here,  and  that  our  first 
patients  of  cholera  had  seen  no  cases  of  that  disease. 

"  The  disease  prevailed  principally  among  the  negro  and  destitute  white 
population,  and  but  few  women  or  children  of  any  class  were  subjects  of 
the  malady.  No  white  persons  residing  in  the  more  cleanly  portions  of 
the  town,  and  enjoying  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  were  attacked,  except 
a  few,  who  were  predisposed  to  gastro-enteric  irritation,  and  even  they, 
without  exception,  recovered.  Disturbances  of  the  healthy  action  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels  prevailed  very  generally." 


Therapeutic  Effect  of  Oleum  Jecoris  Aselli  and  Prunus  Virginiana. 

Phthisis  treated — Recovery. — In  Sept.  1848,  Mr.  F.  F.,  of  B  , 

called  on  me  for  medical  advice.  He  was  22  years  of  age — had  been 
afflicted  wjth  a  severe  cough  for  three  months — had  laryngitis  and  every  di- 
agnostic symptom  of  phthisis  in  the  right  lung.  I  prescribed  for  him  ol.  jeco- 
ris aselli,  three  spoonfuls  a  day,  and  comp.  tine,  opii,  3  ij.,  with  a  strong  de- 
coction of  Prunus  Virginiana.  Being  fond  of  the  oil,  he  took  the  full  amount, 
and,  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  six  ounces  of  it  a  day.  He  rode  on  horse- 
back every  day.  The  larynx  was  touched  daily  for  two  weeks  with  a  so- 
lution of  nit.  arg.  40  grains  to  the  ounce  of  aqua  distillata.  In  six  weeks 
he  had  gained  twelve  pounds  of  flesh,  and  was  free  from  all  his  phthisical 
symptoms.  He  has  had  no  return  of  them  since.  Whether  this  was  one 
of  those  cases  which  would  have  come  under  the  denomination  of  Laennec's 
Spontaneous  Cures, or  like  the  late  Dr.  Parrish's  case  in  Philadelphia,  where 
puckerings  ox  fistulous  cavities  will  be  found  in  the  lung  upon  postmortem 
dissection,  I  will  not  determine.  That  it  was  a  case  of  phthisis,  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt.  1  would  merely  suggest  that  a  combination  of  these  two 
agents,  the  cod-fish  liver  oil  and  the  wild  cherry  bark,  may  be  more  efficient 
than  we  have  heretofore  supposed,  and  may  be  worthy  of  a  trial  in  all 
cases. —  Dr.  W.  M.  Cornell,  in  Charleston  Medical  Journal. 
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SI  AM -ITS  CLIMATE,  DISEASES,  Ac. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  you  some  notes 
in  regard  to  Siam. 

Your  readers  are  all  aware  that  this  country  lies  between  Bunnah 
and  Cochin-China,  and  for  the  most  part  north  of  the  gulf  of  the 
same  name.  It  extends  from  about  11°  to  18°  north  latitude,  is  about 
150  miles  wide,  and  has  a  population  of  probably  over  3,000,000,  or 
nearly  50  to  the  square  mile.  The  western  border  is  upon  a  range  of 
high  mountains  of  limestone  rock  ;  its  eastern  is  upon  a  higher  range  of 
primitive  formation,  which  abounds*  in  minerals,  such  as  copper,  zinc 
and  antimony.  The  last  named  the  inhabitants  take  to  be  silver,  but 
they  do  not  work  it,  because,  they  say,  the  gods  kill  all  who  attempt  to 
do  so.  Between  these  mountain  ranges  lies  the  gulf,  and  north  of  the 
gulf  the  kingdom  of  which  we  speak.  The  gulf  in  former  years  evU 
dently  extended  a  great  distance  farther  north  than  it  now  does,  and 
occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  South  and  the  most  populous  portion 
of  the  country.  The  river  Meinam,  upon  which  is  situated  the  city  of 
Bangkok,  with  a  population  of  some  400,000,  runs  from  north  to  south 
through  this  valley,  and  is  navigable  for  the  largest  ships  more  than  20 
miles  from  its  mouth.  Eighty  years  ago  it  was  so  some  50  miles  far- 
ther up,  where  was  the  former  capital  of  the  kingdom,  a  large  city  called 
Agathia.  This  whole. valley  is  alluvial — a  rich  clayey  prairie,  inter- 
sected by  rivers,,  small  streams  and  a  few  artificial  canals. 

The  climate  is  very  warm  and  moist.  Of  course  decomposition  of 
dead  organic  substances,  either  vegetable  or  animal,  takes  place  with 
great  rapidity.  The  year  is  divided  into  hot,  wet  and  cold  seasons. 
March,  April,  May  and  June,  are  the  hot  months.  During  these  months 
the  average  range  of  the  thermometer  is  about  86°.  I  once  knew  it  to  stand 
from  90°  to  98°  all  the  time,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  for  two  weeks. 
No  rain  falls  after  December,  and  the  earth  before  June,  when  showers 
again  commence,  of  course  becomes  excessively  dry  and  parched  ; 
large  cracks  or  fissures,  several  inches  wide  and  several  feet  deep,  are 
frequently  seen.  On  the  prairie  land,  however,  vegetation  continues 
to  grow,  without  apparently  suffering  much  from  this  excessive  drought, 
because  the  surface  is  elevated  only  a  few  feet  above  the  water  in  the 
25 


t  • 


490 


Siam — Its  Climate,  Diseases,  fyc. 


rivers  and  canals,  and  at  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  water  the  earth 
is  at  all  times  found  saturated  with  it.  But  on  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tains the  grass  withers  and  the .  leaves  drop  from  the  trees,  and  all  vege- 
table life  seems  suspended. 

July,  August,  September  and  October,  are  called  rainy  months.  In 
July  and  August  thunder  showers  occur  every  few  days.  In  September 
they  are  more  frequent,  and  in  October  and  the  fore  part  of  November  they 
are  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  and  some  days  there  are  several  ;  the  rain 
falls  in  torrents.  Yet  scarcely  a  day  passes  in  which  there  is  not  some 
hours  of  sunshine.  The  earth  becomes  saturated  with  moisture  \  and 
all  the  gtreams  are  much  swollen.  The  temperature  of  this  season  is 
about  83°. 

December,  January  and  February  are  cold  months.  The  average 
of  the  thermometer  is  77°.  I  once  saw  it  stand  at  66°,  and  it  has  been 
seen  at  58°.  During  this  season  no  rain  falls,  but  "  a  mist  goes  up  and 
waters  the  face  of  the  earth  "  abundantly.  This  mist,  however,  is  not 
visible.  It  is  a  very  heavy  dew.  Although  the  thermometer  does  not 
show  a  low  temperature,  yet  the  mornings  are  sometimes  quite  too  cold 
for  comfort  without  thicker  clothing  than  is  comfortable  after  10  o'clock. 

By  a  residence  in  a  warm  climate  the  system  becomes  exceedingly 
sensitive  to  atmospheric  changes  of  temperature  ;  so  much  so,  that  the 
sudden  falling  of  the  thermometer  only  three  or  four  degrees  produces  a 
painful  sensation  of  cold.  December  is  the  coldest  month  in  the  year, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  commencement  of  the  rains,  in  May  or  June, 
there  is  a  constant  rise  in  the  temperature,  as  well  as  increased  dryness 
of  the  earth. 

The  population  is  composed  of  people  belonging  to  several  nations — 
Siamese,  Laos,  Chinese,  Malays,  Burmese  and  Cambogians.  The 
Siamese  and  the  Laos  are  very  similar  in  appearance,  and  there  is  so 
much  similarity  in  their  languages  that  they  may  beyond  doubt  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  same  class,  and  to  have  had  the  same  origin* 
The  Burmese  and  the  Cambogians,  although  differing  more  from  them, 
have  also  most  probably  the  same  origin  at  a  more  distant  period. 

The  Siamese  have  coarse,  straight  black  hair,  grey  eyes,  and  skin 
about  as  dark  as  mulattoes.  Their  heads  are  rather  rounder  than  ours — 
the  anterior  portions  of  the  brain  being  less  developed,  but  otherwise  well 
formed.  Nose,  mouth,  chin,  and  indeed  the  whole  aspect  of  the  face, 
is  much  more  like  that  of  children  than  like  that  of  adults  with  us,  as 
is  also  the  conformation  of  the  whole  person — all  being  rather  inclined 
to  corpulence.  Their  teeth  are  stained  black  at  a  very  early  age,  and 
are  kept  so.  Their  dress  is  very  scanty — consisting  of  little  more  than 
some  three  yards  of  cotton  cloth,  three  fourths  of  a  yard  wide,  which 
is  put  on  so  as  to  cover  the  person  from  the  waist  to  the  knees  only. 
This  is  all  that  is  considered  by  either  sex  as  essential  to  decency,  but 
most  of  them  have  another  smaller  piece  of  cotton  or  silk  thrown  over  the 
shoulders.  Their  language  is  monosyllabic.  In  writing  they  use  thirty- 
seven  consonant  characters,  and  some  seven  vowel  marks  or  signs  which 
are  written  above  and  below  the  consonants,  as  in  the  Hebrew.  Each 
of  the  consonant  sounds  may  be  united  to  each  of  the  vowel  sounds, 
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and  this  constitutes  the  whole  language.  The  meaning  of  words  is  also 
affected  hy  the  tone  and  inflections  of  the  voice.  Jt  will  he  perceived 
that  their  language  is  very  simple,  and,  of  course,  easily  acquired,  and 
necessarily  deficient  in  terms  to  express  a  large  numher  of  ideas. 

Their  religion  forbids  the  taking  of  animal  life,  and  of  course  animal 
food  is  not  used  at  all  by  them.  Hens'  and  ducks'  eggs  are,  however, 
used  to  considerable  extent.  Rice  is  the  staple  article  of  diet,  and  is 
cooked  in  a  great  variety  of  ways  ;  but  for  ordinary  use  it  is  simply  boil- 
ed for  a  very  few  minutes  in  a  large  quantity  of  water,  and  after  the 
water  is  poured  off  it  is  allowed  to  stand  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before 
it  is  taken  out  of  the  earthen  vessel  in  which  it  is  always  boiled.  When 
well  cooked  in  this  way,  the  kernels  will  remain  separate  from  each  other, 
and  will  be  truly  cooked  without  becoming  very  soft.  With  the  rice 
thus  cooked,  condiments  of  aromatics,  spices,  and  particularly  pepper, 
are  used.  1  have  often  seen  them  sit  down  to  a  dish  of  rice  with  nothing 
but  red  peppers  to  eat  with  it.  Rice,  without  these  condiments,  proves 
powerfully  diuretic,  but  with  them  no  trouble  of  this  kind  is  experienced  ; 
but  it  is  not  a  suitable  food  for  patients  suffering  from  bowel  complaints, 
and  since  my  acquaintance  with  its  effects  in  hot  climates  I  never  order 
it  for  my  patients  thus  troubled. 

Tobacco-smoking  is  universally  practised  by  the  men,  and  boys  even 
at  the  age  of  2  years,  and  it  is  indulged  in  to  great  excess.  But  I 
think  the  filthy  weed  is  never  used  for  chewing,  but  is  superseded  by 
the  cera  leaf  and  betel-nut,  which  all  the  inhabitants,  of  both  sexes,  use 
constantly  ;  and  a  most  unseemly  sight  it  is  to  see  them  with  a  large 
quid  held  much  of  the  time  upon  the  under  lip  and  outside  of  the  teeth, 
with  the  reddish  saliva  often  running  down  upon  the  chin  from  each 
corner  of  the  mouth.  So  disgusting  is  the  sight,  that  I  believe  all  who 
have  witnessed  it  speak  of  the  betel-nut  and  cera  as  being  very  filthy 
and  nauseous.  But  it  is  an  entire  mistake,  and  I  presume  it  has  been 
made  because  those  who  have  witnessed  the  chewing  of  it  by  the  natives 
have  been  so  sickened  at  the  idea  of  tasting  it  that  they  have  failed  to 
touch  it.  to  their  lips.  I  saw  it  used  every  day  for  some  two  years  before 
I  (accustomed  as  I  was  to  taste  almost  everything)  could  induce  myself 
to  taste  it.  The  cera  leaf  is  in  shape,  size  and  texture  much  like  that 
of  the  bean,  and  its  taste  is  a  mild,  pleasant  aromatic,  slightly  resembling 
the  winter-green.  The  betel-nut  is  in  substance,  texture,  properties  and 
taste  very  much  like  the  white-oak  acorn.  A  mild  preparation  of  lime 
colored  red  is  used  with  the  cera  and  betel-nut,  to  complete  the  quid. 
The  alkali  is  thought  to  extract  the  properties  of  the  other  two  more  per- 
fectly, while  its  alkaline  taste  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  be  unpleasant. 
The  quid  is  such  that  almost  any  one  would  pronounce  it  pleasant  to  the 
taste,  notwithstanding  the  disgust  all  feel  on  seeing  it  used  by  the  natives 
of  the  country. 

Alcoholic  drinks  are  not  used  by  the  Siamese  at  all,  and  they  look 
upon  those  who  use  them  as  barbarous  almost — they  despise  them. 

The  diseases  most  prevalent  are  cholera  and  other  bowel  complaints, 
and  smallpox.  Some  seasons  intermittent  fevers  prevail  to  some  extent, 
but  idiopathic  fevers  are  scarcely,  if  ever,  known,  and  consumption  very 
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seldom  makes  its  appearance.  Rheumatism  of  a  chronic  character  is 
very  prevalent,  and  often  very  severe. 

The  smallpox  prevails  more  or  less  every  year  during  the  dry  season, 
before  the  rains  set  in,  and  spontaneously  ceases  to  rage  after  the  first 
showers.  The  same  is  true  of  agues  ;  but  bowel  complaints  often  pre- 
vail during  the  rains.  The  system  is  slow  to  take  on  febrile  and  inflam- 
matory action  at  all  times,  and  seems  to  be  susceptible  of  doing  so  only 
after  the  cool,  bracing  days  of  December.  About  ten  years  since,  in- 
oculation was  first  introduced  as  a  means  of  mitigating  the  severity 
of  the  smallpox,  and  proved  highly  serviceable,  and  is  now  extensively 
practised  by  the  native  physicians.  The  treatment  adopted  by  them  in 
this  disease  consisted  in  the  exhibition  of  stimulants,  and  was  not  at  all 
judicious. 

Great  effort  has  been  made  to  introduce  the  vaccine  disease,  and  at 
one  time,  and  only  once,  has  the  effort  been  successful.  Two  obstacles, 
apparently  insurmountable,  have  prevented  success.  First,  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  decomposition  takes  place  rapidly,  so  rapidly 
that  the  vaccine  matter  will  not  retain  its  virus  more  than  a  few  hours 
at  any  time  when  exposed  to  the  air,  and  generally  not  more  than  a  few 
minutes.  At  Singapore,  even,  it  is  found  usually  impossible  to  carry  the 
matter  taken  from  a  fresh  pustule  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  and  suc- 
cessfully vaccinate  with  it.  I  am  happy  to  hear  from  my  friend,  Thos. 
Oxley,  Esq.,  Government  Surgeon  at  that  place,  that  he  has  been  able 
to  keep  the  matter  for  a  month  enclosed  in  gutta  percha,  and  trust  that 
in  this  way  the  virus  may  be  sent  safely  to  Siam  in  future.  The  other 
obstacle  is  the  indisposition  of  the  human  system  to  take  on  inflamma- 
tory action,  which,  as  before  remarked,  is  so  great  that  even  the  conta- 
gion of  smallpox  cannot  be  transmitted  for  some  nine  months  in  the 
year  in  the  country  around  Bangkok.  It  is  annually  brought  down  from 
the  more  mountainous  parts.  Owing  to  these  two  causes,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  vaccination  will,  for  many  years  to  come,  be  of  any 
great  benefit  to  these  people.  Inoculation  of  all  exposed  to  the  small- 
pox seems  to  be  the  most  effectual  way  of  preventing  its  fatal  conse- 
quences, as  those  who  have  been  thus  treated  have,  with  only  a  very 
few  exceptions,  passed  through  this  disease  without  any  untoward 
symptoms. 

In  the  treatment  of  cholera,  no  systematic  course  is  pursued.  Cham- 
pooing  and 'kneading  the  bowels  are  daily  practised  in  colic  and  the 
milder  forms  of  diarrhoea. 

For  rheumatism,  stimulants  are  used,  and  often  successfully.  It  is  a 
common  remark  of  authors  that  this  is  a  disease  of  temperate  and  not 
of  tropical  climates.  I  should  call  this  a  great  error,  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servation goes  ;  for  I  believe  that  there  is  as  much,  if  not  more,  of  this 
disease  in  the  very  even  climate  of  Singapore,  where  the  thermometer 
seldom  varies  ten  degrees  in  the  whole  year,  as  there  is  in  any  part  of 
New  England.  No  doubt  much  of  this  is  induced  by  unnecessary  ex- 
posure ;  yet  I  believe  that  the  prevailing  impression  is  derived  from  the 
experience  of  those  that  have  in  their  own  persons  experienced  the 
benefit  of  an  equable  temperature  for  a  limited  period  only.    Dyspepsia  is 
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not  common.  Insanity  is  scarcely  known.  Wounds  are  not  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  heal  with  extreme  readiness.  Hence  surgical  operations 
are  not  so  liable  to  be  followed  by  bad  results  as  in  this  country,  other 
things  being  equal.  Superficial  ulcers  are  not  common  upon  the  Siamese, 
but  are  so  upon  the  Chinese.  The  remarks  upon  surgical  operations 
apply  with  full  force  to  operations  upon  the  eye.  The  Siamese,  however, 
are  not  as  subject  to  diseases  of  this  organ  as  the  Chinese  are.  While 
residing  in  the  country,  1  performed  many  of  the  most  important  opera- 
tions upon  these  delicate  organs,  as  well  as  upon  other  parts,  and,  with 
scarce  an  exception,  with  the  happiest  results.  The  Chinese,  particu- 
larly, are  the  best  subjects  for  eye  operations  I  ever  met  with.  They 
will  hold  their  heads  and  eyes  perfectly  still  through  the  whole  operation, 
without  the  aid  of  an  assistant. 

In  regard  to  midwifery,  very  little  can  be  said.  They  are  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  anatomy  of  the  organs  of  generation,  and  serviceable  aid 
is  never  rendered  the  parturient  female.  Yet  they  usually  are  safely  de- 
livered, but  after  this  they  are  kept  in  a  close  apartment  made  insup- 
portably  hot  by  fires  kept  for  the  purpose,  and  not  a  few  cases  prove 
fatal  on  this  account.  This  seems  the  more  strange,  because  fires  are 
never  used  for  the  purpose  of  warming  apartments  at  any  other  time, 
and  the  patient  at  these  times  suffers  exceedingly.  Few  women  have 
more  than  two  or  three  children,  and  many  of  them  are  barren. 

The  children  are  never  clothed  until  three  or  four  years  of  age. 
Their  skins,  however,  are  kept  yellow  with  pulv.  turmeric,  and  the  fe- 
male children  have  usually  a  substitute  for  a  single  fig-leaf  in  the  shape 
of  a  small  brass  ornament,  which  is  kept  in  its  place  by  means  of  a 
string  around  the  hips.  They  are  bathed  very  frequently — several  times 
a-day  often,  and  those  about  the  rivers  learn  to  swim  about  as  soon  as 
they  learn  to  walk.  It  will  at  once  and  justly  be  inferred  from  the 
above,  that  the  native  population  does  not  increase  very  rapidly.  It  is, 
however,  supposed  to  be  increasing  somewhat. 

Polygamy,  or  rather  concubinage,  is  permitted,  but  is  not  practised 
except  by  the  people  of  wealth,  who  are  all  government  officers.  The 
king  has,  and  can  have,  but  one  wife,  but  the  number  of  his  concubines 
is  not  less  than  three  or  four  hundred.  Stephen  Tracy. 


THE  SURGICAL  ADJUSTER— DR.   KINGS  REPLY  TO  DR.  JARV1S. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir,— I  will  not  burthen  yourself  or  your  readers  with  a  lengthy 
reply  to  the  communication  of  Dr.  Jarvis  in  Nos.  17  and  18  of  your 
Journal,  nor  shall  I  engage  in  a  very  serious  controversy  with  any  one 
whose  mind  appears  so  barren  of  everything  except  vanity  and  scurrility, 
although  in  this  case  I  have  the  charity  to  suppose  that  the  anemia 
has  been  occasioned  by  that  very  great  mental  effort  which  brought 
forth  the  adjuster  "  at  a  single  leap."  I  am  sorry  to  disturb  a  mind  thus 
situated,  and  do  assure  you  that  in  future  I  shall  allow  all  further  com- 
munications from  him  "  to  lie"  unnoticed, unless  he  should  manifest  some 
better  symptoms  of  intellectual  vigor. 
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When  I  sent  you,  in  April  last,  for  publication,  an  article  upon  the 
treatment  of  fractures  and  dislocations,  I  also  sent  Mr.  Burnett,  33  Tre- 
mont  row,  Boston,  an  apparatus  similar  to  one  which  I  had  used  for 
many  years,  with  a  request  that  he  would  show  it  to  any  that  might  wish 
to  see  it.  In  preparing-  the  article  and  forwarding  the  instrument,  I  had 
no  other  object  in  view  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the 
subject  of  osteal  surgery.  I  entertained  no  feelings  of  personal  hostility 
towards  Dr.  Jarvis.  1  had  no  rival  apparatus  to  place  in  market  to 
supersede  his,  and  as  an  individual  I  could  not  be  benefited  or  injured  by 
any  disposition  of  his  machine.  But  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  an 
unnecessary  tax  upon  the  profession,  which  might  be  abated  without  de- 
triment to  any  one  except  the  patentee,  and  that  his  often-repeated 
declarations  that  the  adjuster  was  the  only  safe  or  proper  apparatus  for 
the  treatment  of  dislocations  and  fractures,  tended  to  deceive  the  inexpe- 
rienced and  to  discourage  other  improvements.  Jf  my  views  were  erro- 
neous, an  investigation  would  only  tend  to  establish  more  firmly  the  re- 
putation of  the  adjuster ;  but  if  I  were  correct,  the  general  good  would 
be  promoted  by  it.  The  pattern  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burnett  was  offered 
to  all  who  should  wish  to  use  it,  and  it  is  there  yet  upon  the  same  terms. 
1  did  not  assert  that  it  was  the  only  or  even  the  best  means  that  might 
be  employed  ;  but  I  thought  then,  and  think  now,  that  the  plan  is  much 
better  than  that  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  having  all  the  advantages  of  application 
and  operation  which  belong  to  his,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  more 
simple,  lighter  and  cheaper.  A  number  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
skill  and  experience  have  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  plan,  and  a 
practice  of  nearly  thirty  years  has  afforded  me  some  opportunity  to  test 
the  value  of  different  appliances.  I  know  that  powerful  mechanical 
means  are  seldom  necessary — less  now  than  formerly— which  circum- 
stance diminishes  the  value  of  all  such  machines,  and  some  surgeons  in 
extensive  practice  discard  them  altogether. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  Dr.  Jarvis's  communication,  he  has  introduced 
an  article  written  by  a  Dr.  Stout,  and  published  in  the  u  Archives  Gene- 
rales  de  Medecine."  J  know  nothing  of  this  Dr.  Stout,  and  will  not 
pretend  to  say  what  induced  him  to  make  such  "  indefatigable  99  exer- 
tions in  the  cause  of  Dr.  Jarvis  ;  but  I  do  know  that  this  same  article, 
a  little  abbreviated,  forms  a  part  of  the  appendix  to  Dr.  Jarvis's  Lectures, 
which  have  been  circulated  all  over  the  country,  so  that  this  is  only  an 
old  story  told  over  again  ;  and  whether  the  statements  are  any  truer  now 
than  at  first,  your  readers  will  judge.  This  Dr.  Stout  divides  the  his- 
tory of  osteal  surgery  into  three  periods  : — The  first  from  Hippocrates  to 
Ambrose  Pare  in  1582  ;  second,  from  the  time  of  the  great  Pare  to  that 
of  J.  L.  Petit,  1750  ;  third,  from  the  time  of  J.  L.  Petit  to  that  of 
Dr.  Jarvis.  1846,  the  era  of  the  adjuster.  Having  thus  brought  the  his- 
tory down  to  the  present  time,  Dr.  Stout  proceeds  to  say,  "  Previous 
to  the  invention  of  Dr.  Jarvis,  we  find  but  two  examples  of  the  appli- 
cation of  this  principle  to  surgery."  One  of  these,  he  says,  was  the 
apparatus  of  Nicolia,  and  the  other  that  of  Frederic  III.,  King  of  Prus- 
sia. Here,  then,  from  his  own  showing,  are  two  distinct  individuals  who 
employed  the  same  principle,  and  used  the  rack  and  pinion,  in  the  treat- 
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ment  of  fractures  ;  and  if  this  "  indefatigable  Dr.  Stout  "  had  just  look- 
ed into  the  third  volume  of  the  Memoires  de  l'Acad.  Roy.  de  Chirurg., 
page  258,  he  would  have  found  an  account  of  another,  that  of  Belloq,  to 
which  I  referred  in  No.  12.  From  these  accounts  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
rack  and  pinion  have  been  constructed  and  used  by  at  least  three  differ- 
ent individuals  before  Dr.  Jarvis.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Stout  goes  oh  to 
say,  "  The  existence  of  these  instruments,  however,  ought  not  in  the 
least  to  diminish  the  honor  of  originality  due  to  Dr.  Jarvis,  who  knew 
nothing  of  them."  Here  is  another  new  principle.  Did  any  man  ever 
before  claim  exclusive  legal  rights  and  public  honors  for  what  he  did  not 
know  ?  If  this  is  to  be  the  rule  of  distribution,  Dr.  Jarvis  may  probably 
aspire  to  other  honors.  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Stout  enumerates  seven  dis- 
tinct advantages  which  he  says  "  entitle  the  adjuster  to  the  preference 
over  all  others."  Now  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
instrument  at  Mr.  Burnett's,  will  find  that  it  has  every  one  of  these  ad- 
vantages, besides  several  others  that  make  it  preferable  to  that  of  Jarvis. 

Dr.  Jarvis  pretends  to  think  that  my  remarks  upon  the  adjuster  impli- 
cate "  such  men  as  Brodie,  Cooper,  Guthrie,  Lawrence,  Fergusson,  and 
many  others,"  and  declares  his  determination  to  defend  them.  It  must 
certainly  be  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  such  men  to  know  that  they 
have  an  advocate  who  has  at  his  command  such  a  "  combination  of  me- 
chanical powers,"  all  operating  upon  new  principles. 

Having  brought  his  first  chapter  nearly  to  a  close,  Dr.  Jarvis  an- 
nounces another  of  his  new  principles  in  the  following  language.  "  But 
a  dog  may  approach  the  sleeping  lion."  And  without  condescending  to 
tell  us  "  how  or  by  what  means,"  he  breaks  off.  Perhaps  this  reflec- 
tion may  afford  him  a  momentary  consolation  ;  but  I  think  that  he  will 
find  that  when  the  lion  rouses  up  he  will  show  no  regard  to  any  small 
cur,  although  he  may  wear  a  collar  "worth  fifteen  English  sovereigns." 

In  his  second  chapter,  Dr.  Jarvis  labors  hard  to  prove  the  truth  of 
his  old  position,  viz.,  that  in  dislocations  of  the  humerus  the  head  of  the 
bone  makes  its  escape  through  a  longitudinal  rupture  in  the  capsular 
ligament.  To  prove  this,  and,  as  he  says,  to  "  establish  the  value  of 
the  adjuster,"  he  has  brought  forward  a  large  number  of  quotations,  not 
one  of  which,  when  rightly  understood,  contributes  anything  towards  his 
hypothesis.  The  idea  itself  is  ridiculous.  Who  that  knows  anything 
of  the  anatomy  of  the  shoulder-joint,  can  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the 
head  of  the  humerus  may  be  entirely  removed  from  the  glenoid  cavity 
through  a  longitudinal  slit  in  the  capsular  ligament  ?  If  any  think  so, 
let  them  try  the  experiment  in  the  dissecting  room.  I  have  heard  that 
African  bees,  as  big  as  sheep,  live  and  swarm  in  hives  of  ordinary  size ; 
but  ^  never  before  knew  for  certainty  that  a  solid  cylinder,  two  inches  in 
diameter,  could  pass  through  a  slit  an  inch  long  in  a  dense  ligament.  This 
appears  to  be  an  entire  new  principle,  and  the  honor  of  the  discovery 
belongs  wholly  to  Dr.  Jarvis.  After  having  gone  through  with  his  quo- 
tations, and  commenting  upon  them  to  his  own  satisfaction,  he  proceeds 
to  say  that  in  one  instance  at  least  "  the  rupture  of  that  capsule  was 
substantially  longitudinal,"  and  thereupon  declares  that  he  "  will  risk  his 
reputation  upon  it,"    This  is  a  very  convenient  method  of  proving  matters 
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that  admit  of  no  other  proof,  and  is  much  in  use  among  a  certain  class. 
One  bets  his  dog  or  his  horse,  another  his  hat  or  his  head,  and  thus  the 
matter  is  proved  and  the  question  settled.  In  the  present  case  I  have 
not  been  informed  whether  any  one  has  come  forward  to  take  the  bet. 
Perhaps  the  pain-killer  man,  or  the  inventor  of  the  medicated  jacket, 
may  contend  for  the  prize — especially  if  the  gold  medal,  which  seems 
to  be  the  principal  foundation  for  the  proffered  treasure,  is  to  go  with  it. 

Dr.  Jarvis  next  proceeds  to  inquire — "  How  does  this  case  square 
with  the  views  and  opinions  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  ?"  In  the  new  edi- 
tion of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  upon  Dislocations  and  Fractures,  edited  by 
Bransby  B.  Cooper,  there  are  reports  of  a  considerable  number  of  post- 
mortem examinations  of  persons  who  had  died  having  unreduced  disloca- 
tions, some  of  the  hip  and  some  of  the  shoulder,  and  in  no  one  of  these 
cases  are  we  informed  that  there  was  a  longitudinal  rupture  of  the  cap- 
sular ligament,  but  we  are  repeatedly  told  that  it  was  found  torn  from  its 
attachments.  In  the  first  case  reported  of  the  shoulder,  page  320,  he 
says,  "  The  capsular  ligament  was  torn  on  the  whole  length  of  the  in- 
ner side  of  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  would  have  admitted  a  much  larger 
body  than  the  head  of  the  os  humeri  through  the  opening."  In  an- 
other case,  page  336,  the  humerus  had  been  wholly  detached  from  the 
scapula,  and  "  a  complete  new  capsular  ligament  had  been  formed " 
around  the  head  of  the  bone  in  its  abnormal  situation.  In  the  next  case 
reported,  page  337,  "  the  capsular  ligament  was  entirely  torn  away 
from  the  whole  circumference  of  the  neck  of  the  humerus."  On  page 
322  Sir  Astley  Cooper  says  that  in  reducing  dislocations  of  the  shoulder. 
"  the  deltoid  and  supra  and  infra  spinati  muscles  are  the  principal  sources 
of  resistance."  Here,  then,  Dr.  Jarvis  stands  convicted  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, and  all  the  fanciful  theories  upon  which  he  has  endeavored  to 
build  up  the  adjuster  are  overthrown  ;  and  I  know  of  no  means,  except 
another  lift  from  the  "  indefatigable  "  Dr.  Stout,  that  will  extricate  him 
from  this  dilemma. 

To  the  medley  of  stupidity,  egotism  and  ribaldry,  which  make  up  the 
last  three  or  four  pages  of  this  chapter,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  reply,  but 
will  just  observe  that  I  suppose  this  to  be  a  fair  index  to  the  author's 
mind,  and  as  such  it  reflects  more  severely  upon  him  than  any  remarks 
that  1  could  wish  to  make.  From  his  own  mouth  let  him  be  judged  ; 
although  it  is  mortifying  to  reflect  that  a  man  who  boasts  so  much  of  his 
honorable  acquaintances  should  show  himself  no  more  worthy  of  them. 

Taunton,  July,  1849.  Respectfully  yours,        Dan  King. 


CASE  OF  ALOPECIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Please  publish,  as  a  professional  curiosity,  the  following  ex- 
traordinary case  of  alopecia. 

The  subject,  a  child  of  Mr.  ,  a  lovely,  dark -haired  little  girl, 

aged  11,  in  perfect  general  health,  although  suffering  at  times  from  pal- 
pitation of  heart — cause,  it  is  feared,  organic — in  September  last  perceiv- 
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ed  patches  of  baldness  encroaching  upon  lateral,  posterior  and  vertical 
regions  of  scalp,  for  which  the  mother,  after  various  domestic  applications, 
had  the  head  perfectly  shaved — probably  a  very  appropriate  remedy. 
Some  two  months  elapsed,  and  no  hair  re-appearing ;  my  professional  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  case.  Found  the  scalp  (with  the  exception  of 
some  dozens  of  scattered  hairs  one  eighth  of  an  inch  long,  of  original  color 
and  partially  loosened  from  their  attachment)  in  a  perfectly  nude  state, 
exhibiting  a  whitened,  polished  surface — not  the  least  vestige  of  natural 
appearance  remaining.  Prescribed,  generally — exercise,  open  air,  he.  ; 
and  locally,  bathing  with  cold  water,  brisk  frictions  daily  with  dry  table 
salt,  to  which  was  superadded,  after  a  few  weeks,  a  solution  of  tartrate 
of  antimony,  5  j.  to  aqua  §  iv.,  until  slight  irritation  supervened. 

In  about  six  weeks  a  soft  silvery  down  began  to  clothe  the  whole 
surface  previously  occupied  by  the  natural  hair.  The  mother,  painfully 
anxious  for  the  result,  inclined  to  reproach  herself  for  having  the  head 
shaved  without  previous  consultation  ;  her  anxiety,  however,  was  easily 
removed  by  the  fact  now  exhibited  to  her,  of  the  commencing  depilation 
of  both  eyebrows  and  lids.  Thus  appearances  remained  for  months,  the 
down  rather  increasing  in  thickness  and  coarseness,  and  some  hairs  upon 
the  vertex  becoming  firm  and  inclined  to  grow,  to  the  length  of  several 
lines. 

The  case  has  been  under  occasional  supervision  from  incipiency,  and 
yet  presents  no  more  natural  aspect ;  in  fact,  now  there  is  almost  a  total 
absence  of  downy  covering  to  the  scalp,  the  eyelashes  and  eyebrows, 
however,  having  been  replaced  with  silvery  hairs  of  nearly  their  ordinary 
length  and  firmness. 

In  addition  to  the  above  phenomena,  we  have  now  a  corresponding 
change  in  the  color  of  the  iris  ;  its  hue,  formerly  dark  hazel,  gradually 
assuming  the  pale  pinkish  aspect  of  the  natural  Albiness.  Extraordinary  ! 
is  it  not  ?  and  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  unique — although  I  have 
witnessed  patches  of  dark  hair  changed  to  grey — and  without  any  appa- 
rent assignable  cause  ;  both  mother  and  father,  and  all  the  other  children, 
having  dark,  thick  glossy  hair  ! 

Quere — what,  if  any  thing,  is  to  be  done  ?  As  an  antiquated  patient 
of  mine,  one  of  those  everlastingly  complaining  individuals  not  un fre- 
quently met  with  in  professional  intercourse,  after  expending  her  utmost 
physical  force  in  the  narration  of  a  host  of  symptoms,  covering  the  entire 
person  from  head  to  heel,  used  to  say,  "  Now,  Doctor,  you're  puzzled, 
ain't  ye  ?  "    If  not,  say  so,  and  oblige  your  old  correspondent  and  friend, 

Providence,  R.  L,  July  15,  1849.  J.  Mauran. 


CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Pieces  headed  cholera  have  become  as  common  in  Medical 
Journals,  as  those  headed  potato  rot  in  Agricultural  papers  ;  and  the  sub- 
ject of  each  seems  so  far  to  be  attended  with  equal  mystery.  Cimmerian 
darkness  (and  from  Cimmerii  Homer  drew,  according  to  Plutarch,  his 
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images  of  Hell  and  Pluto)  seems  to  involve  both.  No  one  point  has 
struck  me  with  so  much  astonishment,  as  the  origin  of  cholera  at  sea.  and 
on  rivers,  when  the  ships  and  boats  sailed  from  healthy,  uninfected  ports* 
- — seeming  to  set  at  defiance  all  the  theories  of  contaminated  atmosphere, 
infected,  poverty-struck  dwellings,  filthy  streets,  and  contagious  exposure. 

In  a  former  communication,  which  you  did  me  tfye  honor  to  publish,  1 
aimed  at  calling  attention  to  one  single  symptom,  attendant  upon  all,  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  fatal  cases: — -it  was  the  suppression,  or  rather  non- 
secretion,  of  urine.  Since  then  I  have  met  with  repeated  mention  of  the 
same  symptom  in  your  Journal,  from  writers  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
And  in  connection  therewith,  it  would  seem,  that  there  has  been  no  one 
Uniform  phenomenon,  evidenced  by  post-mortem  inspection,  except  that 
of  a  shrinking  or  shrivelling  of  the  kidneys,  or  both.  This  was  early 
noticed  in  the  East,  as  early  as  1817. 

But  that  which  adds  to  the  strangeness  of  the  category,  is  the  little 
attention,  1  believe  I  may  say  total  omission  of  any  remedial  agents, 
directed  to  this  symptom,  by  the  most  experienced  and  celebrated  writers. 
Jn  your  number  of  vthe  4th  inst.,  are  Remarks  on  Epidemic  Cholera,  by 
Dr.  Page,  of  Louisiana,  which  I  esteem  highly  meritorious  and  even  clasj 
sical.  Practitioners  who  have,  or  may  have,  patients  seized,  or  in  a  way 
to  be  seized,  with  the  disease,  may  there  find  a  summary  of  the  very 
best  remedies,  and  combination  of  remedies,  hitherto  discovered  ;  as  well 
as  a  synopsis  of  opinions  of  the  most  celebrated  writers,  at  homeland 
abroad.  Yet,  wonderful  to  think,  although  Dr.  Page  notices  that  "  The 
secretions,  especially  the  urine,  are  suspended,"  still  he  does  not  direct 
nor  refer  us  to  any  particular  remedial  agents  for  their  restoration.  But 
that  remedies,  removing  other  symptoms,  may  restore  the  secretion  of 
urine,  is  a  natural  inference.  And  the  success  which  one  practitioner 
experienced  (who  communicated  in  one  of  your  former  Nos.)  of  the  ex- 
hibition of  tobacco,  would  in  my  mind  sustain  this  opinion.  This  gen- 
tleman used  it  not  only  in  the  cases  of  his  patients,  but  in  a  severe  attack 
on  his  own  person.  In  looking  over  the  almost  numberless  reports,  his 
success  appeared  to  be  the  greatest,  and  would,  as  I  should  suppose,  in-» 
duce  others  to  give  tobacco  a  trial. 

I  remain,  Sir,  Yours,  &c. 

Lebanon)  Conn.,  July,  1849.  Joseph  Comstock,  M.D. 

P.  S. — Those  who  consider  what  are  usually  called  the  premonitory 
symptoms,  as  the  disease  itself,  and  act  accordingly,  appear  to  proceed 
with  most  discretion  in  this  insidious  complaint.  The  contents  of  the 
stomach  seem  to  be  very  offensive  to  it,  and  the  idea  of  dislodging  them 
with  hot  water  seems  plausible.  Dr.  Baillie  says  that  a  person  will  not 
die  so  soon  from  his  not  receiving  any  kind  of  nourishment,  as  from  the 
cessation  of  action  in  the  kidneys.  Cicero  says,  "A  wise  or  prudent  man 
notices  all  things." 


*  The  cholera  appeared  on  board  the  New  Yor/c,  a  clean  vessel  from  a  clean  port,  where  it  did 
Dot  prevail  after  she,  had  been  14  days  at  sea. 
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SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVING  PHYSICIANS.— NO.  VII. 

William  gibson,  m.d.,  professor  ok  surgery  in  the  university  of  Pennsylvania-, 

philadelphia. 


"  Lives  of  great  men  al!  remind  us 

We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 
And,  departing,  leave  behind  us, 

Foot-prints  on  the  sands  of  time ! 
Foot-prints,  which  perchance  another, 

Wandering  o'er  life's  weary  main, 
Some  forlorn  and  shipwreck'd  brother, 

Seeing,  may  -take  heart  again." — Bixliop  King, 

"  OxVE  thing  above  all  others  1  pride  myself  upon  :  I  have  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  failed  to  report,  faithfully  and  honestly,  the  result  of 
my  practice  and  operations,  whether  favorable  or  unfavorable  ;  I  have 
never  stated  any  important  or  marvellous  case  to  the  class  without  giving 
them  proofs  of  the  correctness  of  my  statement,  either  referring  to  persons 
associated  with  me,  or  to  other  circumstances  calculated  to  fortify  my  own 
report." 

This  quotation  is  taken  from  an  Introductory  Lecture  delivered  Novem- 
ber 1,  1841,  by  Dr.  Gibson,  in  which  he  gives  a  short  sketch  of  his  own 
life  and  principles.    Old  lMaga,  or  one  of  his  correspondents,  in  one  of 
the  late  numbers,  argues  strongly  for  the  propriety  of  all  men  of  note 
writing  their  own  lives  ;  especially  should  they  do  this,  says  he,  after  they 
are  forty  years  of  age.    The  froth  and  fancy  of  youth  have  at  this  age 
given  place  to  the  substantial  realities  of  manhood,  and  the  mind,  now 
clear,  and  unclouded  by  passion  or  the  illusions  of  the  imagination,  is 
able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  life  and  its  objects.    It  is  true  that  a  man 
will  necessarily  speak  well  of  himself;  but  all  know  that  the  world,  in  the 
language  of  Falstaff,  is  given  to  lying  ;  and  particularly  is  it  given  to 
detraction.    We  are  under  the  impression  that  the  simplicity  of  character 
exhibited  by  Franklin,  would  never  have  been  really  understood,  and  had 
its  predominating  influence  on  the  rising  generations,  had  he  not  painted 
it  himself,  in  his  own  inimitable  style.    Who  would  or  could  have  de- 
picted his  troubles  with  his  brother — his  travels  to  Philadelphia — his  tem- 
perance pledge,  not  to  eat  meat — the  patronage  of  the  would-be  liberal 
Governor,  who  sent  Franklin  to  London  to  get  a  printing  press,  without 
money  or  letters—- his  difficulties  there,  and  his  struggles  after  his  return 
— the  establishment  of  his  paper,  kc.  fee, — who,  we  say,  could  have 
painted  these  things  like  him  who  might,  with  Eneas,  say  of  them,  magna 
pari  fui  1    One  great  blessing  in  this  matter,  is,  that  a  man  must  neces- 
sarilv  write  what  he  feels  and  thinks,  and  these  are  the  things  which  peo- 
ple desire  to  know.    The  charm  of  greatness  to  the  young  mind,  is  in 
the  mode  of  thought  of  great  men.    When  these  men  express  their  own 
thoughts  and  feelings,  they  must  of  course  be  true  to  nature.  Everyone 
feels  a  consciousness  that  what  a  man  says  of  himself  will  be  more  likely 
to  be  like  him,  than  anything  any  body  else  may  say  of  him. 

We  commend,  therefore,  Dr.  G.  for  writing  as  he  has  done  in  the  above 
introductory,  at  a  ripe  age,  a  sketch  of  his  own  life.  The  word  "  J" 
occurs  eighteen  times  on  the  first  page,  and  with  its  cases  me  and  mine 
twenty-six  times  on  the  second.  This  perhaps  is  unavoidable  in  an  auto- 
biography.   "Fifty  years  ago  (says  the  learned  lecturer — 1841),  then,  I 


500 


Sketches  of  Eminent  Physicians. 


had  the  honor  of  being  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  state  of  Mary- 
land, and  am,  therefore,  like  many  of  yourselves,  a  native  American  and 
a  southern  man.  After  receiving  the  best  intellectual  education  Annapo- 
lis and  Princeton  afforded,  I  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  at- 
tended, in  1806,  a  course  of  Lectures  in  this  University."  The  Doctor 
then  proceeds  to  state  that  he  felt  a  presentiment,  after  hearing  Dr.  Phy- 
sick,  that  he  would  succeed  this  great  surgical  luminary  in  the  chair  of 
surgery  in  this  school — describes  the  effect  of  his  statement  of  the  pre- 
sentiment on  the  minds  of  his  fellow  students  and  the  landlady.  "  After 
the  close  of  the  lectures,"  continues  he  (still  full  of  the  idea  of  succeeding 
Physick),  "  I  sailed  for  Europe,  and  first  repaired  to  Edinburgh,  where  I 
spent  the  summer  in  witnessing  the  private  practice  and  operations  of  the 
celebrated  John  Bell,  then  in  the  zenith  of  his  glory  ;  in  attending  bo- 
tanical and  natural  history  lectures  ;  in  devoting  particular  attention  to 
hospital  practice  ;  and  in  replenishing  my  stores  of  classical  knowledge 
under  Adam  and  Dalsell,  and  other  eminent  linguists  of  the  day."  This 
continued  for  two  years,  when  he  took  the  degree  of  M.D.,  having  writ- 
ten a  thesis  in  Latin,  "  Be  forma  ossium  gentilitia" 

In  this  production  our  learned  friend  seems  to  have  anticipated  some  of 
the  views  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim,  and  to  have  gained  no  little  credit  in 
the  writings  of  Pritchard  and  some  of  the  German  writers.  From  Edin- 
burgh he  repaired  to  London,  where,  under  the  tuition  of  Sir  C.  Bell — 
for  whose  memory  the  alumni  of  the  University  know,  he  still  bears  great 
reverence  and  respect,  having  named  a  son  after  this  beloved  preceptor — 
he  acquired  that  dexterity  which  it  is  well  known  he  enjoys  in  taking 
plaster  of  Paris  and  wax  models  and  casts,  and  in  painting  both  oil  and 
water  colors.  The  lectures  of  Cooper  and  Abernethy  were  not  neglected, 
and  many  anecdotes  has  he  related  and  published  in  his  introductories  of 
these  distinguished  personages.  His  last  visit  to  Europe  furnished  him 
with  abundant  materials  in  reference  to  the  distinguished  English  Surgeon 
and  Baronet. 

After  three  years  of  study  he  returned  to  Baltimore,  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  "  Soon  after,"  says  he,  "  I  joined  some  friends 
in  getting  up  the  University  of  Maryland  ;  was  appointed  to  the  chair 
of  Surgery,"  &c.  &c.  The  battles  of  Bladensburgh  and  North  Point 
supplied  him  with  material  for  the  study  of  gun-shot  wounds,  which,  his 
students  well  know,  he  has  taken  great  pains  to  instruct  himself  in. 

But  his  destiny — for  he  is  a  great  believer  in  destiny — led  him,  in  about 
thirteen  years  after  his  first  visit  to  Philadelphia,  to  the  Surgical  chair  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  vacated  by  the  transfer  of  Dr.  Physick 
to  the  Anatomical.  "My  appointment"  says  he,,  "to  Dr.  Physick's 
chair,  took  place  in  September,  1819 "  —  »02^  thirty  years  ago. 
Professors  never  die  !  !  His  appointment  as  Surgeon  to  the  Philadel- 
phia Hospital — alias  alms-house— soon  followed,  and  he  continued  to  fill 
the  position  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  an  alteration  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  institution  drove  him  and  his  learned  colleagues  from  these  great 
clinical  chairs,  and  left  Philadelphia  scarcely  better  than  a  paltry  village 
as  far  as  hospital  advantages  go.  Cato. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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INTESTINAL  WORMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  Number  13  of  your  Journal  (May  2),  was  published  a  com- 
munication (over  the  initials  J.  S.  J.)  upon  intestinal  worms.  A  notice 
upon  page  267  of  that  number  had  reference  to  "  many  errors  and  omis- 
sions," which  would  be  corrected  in  a  future  number. 

The  character  of  the  errors  will  be  understood  and  corrected 
readily  by  the  medical  reader,  though  some  "  omissions "  render  the 
style  obscure,  and  the  writer's  true  meaning  may  not  be  clear,  perhaps,  in 
the  paper  referred  to,  as  there  is  not  always  a  proper  connection  between 
sentences  and  their  parts,  from  the  absence  of  the  necessary  words  and 
phrases.  It  is  not  deemed  important  at  this  time  to  make  an  extended  list 
of  verbal  errata ;  still  the  following  corrections  may  not  be  out  of  place. 
Page  251,  for  "  ascaris  vermicula,"  read  "  ascaris  vermicularis."  Page 
252,  for  "  leeching  the  vagina,  &c,"  read  "  searching."  Page  254, 
for  "  fierce  drastics,"  read  "fiercer";  for  "throw  the  vermin,"  read 
"  thorn  ;  "  for  "  often  miraculous  powers,"  read  "  after."  Page  255, 
for  "  if  a  vegetable  preparation,"  read  "  a  chyle-like,"  &c. 

Besides  these  "  slips  of  the  types,"  there  are,  however,  omissions  of 
whole  sentences  (not  furnished  in  season  for  the  printer),  explanatory 
of  the  means  by  which  was  obtained  the  knowledge  of  the  "  supposed 
new  method  of  treating  tape-worm,"  the  object  in  part  of  the  communi- 
cation on  intestinal  worms. 

One  of  your  correspondents  asks  the  name  of  the  seed,  and  complains 
of  the  want  of  point  in  the  article  in  consequence  of  its  omission.  An 
apology  was  made  by  the  writer  for  the  desultory  style  of  the  commu- 
nication ;  but  the  reason  for  not  appending  the  formula  was  among  the 
accidental  omissions,  and  not  discovered  until  the  edition  had  been 
put  to  press.  This  opportunity  is  taken,  in  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
to  make  the  correction. 

"  The  emulsion  used  in  cases  of  teniae  is  not  designed  as  a  marketa- 
ble '  specific  for  sale.'  It  must  be  prepared  from  fresh  seed  when  ad- 
ministered, and  always  under  the  direction  of  an  intelligent  practical 
physician.  Further  trials  may  furnish  such  additional  evidence  as  shall 
render  a  more  elaborate  treatise  advisable,  in  which  the  writer's  views 
upon  the  whole  subject  of  intestinal  worms  may  be  considered,  and  the 
probable  action  and  effects  of  the  treatment  referred  to,  explained,  with 
the  method  of  preparing  and  administering  the  emulsion  according  to  the 
great  variety  of  cases  in  which  it  may  with  propriety  be  used.  The 
name  of  the  seed,  with  all  other  necessary  information,  will  be  given  at 
any  time  cheerfully  to  such  physicians  as  may  have  cases  of  real  or  sus- 
pected tenia?,  and  who  may  wish  to  give  the  emulsion  a  trial." 

1  do  not  know  that  this  addition,  in  its  proper  place,  would  have  ma- 
terially increased  the  "  point  of  the  article."  But  it  was  intended  as  a 
part  of  the  paper,  and  should  have  been  published  at  the  time.  Your 
correspondent,  if  not  satisfied  that  the  name  of  the  seed  is  still  re- 
served, will  perhaps,  upon  reflection,  appreciate  the  motives  that  induce  me 


502 


Treatment  of  Cholera  at  Nashville,  Term. 


to  keep  it  from  the  public  eye,  until  the  "  book  about  worms"  shall  ap- 
pear. I  am  anxious  that  physicians  shall  try  the  remedy,  and  from  them 
individually  it  will  not  be  kept  secret.  J.  S.  Jones. 

Boston.  July,  1849. 


TREATMENT  OF    CHOLERA  AT  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bosto?i  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  witnessed  the  success  of  Dr.  Peter  W.  Martin's  treatment 
of  cholera  :  and  hoping  it  may  be  useful,  will  briefly  state  to  you  the 
outlines,  viz.  : — Laudanum,  §  iij.  ;  tr.  nutgalls,  spts.  camph.,  aa  §  ij.  : 
tr.  capsicum,  3  jss.    Mix,  and  give  from  a  teaspoonful  to  a  tablespoonful 
to  an  adult  man  every  hour,  and  instantly  after  every  emesis  or  dejection. 
If  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  be  100,  120,  140,  give  an  enema  of  two 
to  four  ounces  of  pure  tincture  of  nutgalls,  forcing  the  retention  ten  or 
twenty  minutes.    If  cramp,  vomiting  or  purging  continue,  either  be- 
fore or  after  rice  water  discharges,  give  by  the  mouth  a  tablespoonful  to  a 
gill  of  nutgall  tincture,  instantly  after  vomiting,  the  effect  being  best  on 
an  empty  stomach.    Under  no  contingency  must  the  patient,  for  a  mo- 
ment, quit  his  recumbent  position.    One  patient  and  one  judicious  at- 
tendant is  best,  and  the  room  must  be  completely  ventilated.    The  de- 
crease in  frequency  of  pulse  is  indicative  both  of  favorable  action  of 
medicine  and  that  the  case  is  genuine  Asiatic  cholera,  and  presently  the 
restlessness,  burning  sensations  and  coldness  of  surface  will  diminish.  But 
if  the  shrinking  increases  with  an  advancing  quickness  of  pulse,  with  retch- 
ing and  purging,  collapse  is  at  hand,  and  soon  the  secretion  of  urine  and 
arrest  of  discharges  from  the  alimentary  canal  terminate  in  a  crushing 
sensation  of  death.    Now,  give  every  twenty  minutes  a  gill  of  pure  milk 
cream,  and  drink  freely  of  mucilage  of  gum  Arabic  (or  bene  leaves), 
having  ice  grated  in  it,  with  as  much  syrup  of  ginger,  peppermint  or  bran- 
dy, as  will  make  it  a  pleasant  beverage.    Suppose  collapse,  more  or  less, 
is  now  progressing,  let  the  patient  drink  beef  tea,  a  little  coffee  and  grated 
ice  at  intervals,  putting  bladders  of  hot  water  or  mustard  over  the  epigas- 
trium ;  and  if  the  fluids  pass  unconsciously,  by  reason  of  the  sphincter 
relaxation,  inject  a  gill  of  nutgall  tincture,  to  which  is  added  cayenne 
pepper.    Also  let  him  drink  sixty  drops  to  a  tablespoonful  of  the  same, 
giving  the  ice  in  minute  quantity,  until  some  febrile  reaction  is  apparent; 
aud  never  surrender  the  case  because  of  collapse,  which  is  only  incipient 
death.    If  consecutive  fever  continue  for  days,  with  paroxysmal  debility, 
give  five  grain  pills  of  quinine  and  syrup  of  ginger,  with  coffee  and  sweet 
cream,  and  chicken  water,  or  fine  parched  corn  flour  prepared  as  panada. 
The  arrest  of  secretion  from  the  kidneys  and  constipation  for  days,  per  se, 
need  give  no  uneasiness,  for,  at  the  right  time,  they  will  come  on,  and 
may  be  corrected  by  a  few  blue  pills  and  extract  of  rhei  cautiously  given. 
If  chronic  diarrhoea  succeed,  employ  weak  solution  of  creosote  or  nitrate 
of  silver,  dewberry  root  tea,  mountain  red  root,  broiled  bear  meet,  bacon 
and  salted  fish,  with  lye  soap  and  cold  water  ablutions,  and  gentle 
exercise. 
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On  plantations  south,  a  good  mixture  for  cholera  is  equal  parts  of  spirits 
of  hartshorn  and  sweet  oil,  tincture  opium,  camphor  and  cayenne  pep- 
per ;  with  strong  oak  bark  decoction  for  enemata.  Castile  soap  in  a  gill 
of  hot  water  acts  as  an  emetic  instantly,  when  it  is  desired  to  remove  vegeta- 
bles from  the  stomach  lately  eaten,  and  it  is  said  hot  mutton  suet,  drank 
in  small  quantities  after  every  action  of  vomiting  or  purging,  is  a  good 
remedy.  None  but  strong,  healthy  persons  should  wait  on  the  sick,  and 
they  may  feel  secure  by  frequent  ablutions,  full  ventilation  of  chambers, 
and  the  use  of  rich  diet  of  bacon,  beef,  mutton,  bread,  butter,  coffee  and 
tea,  prepared,  not  in  cholera  localities,  and  eaten  in  moderation. 

In  most  cases  the  die  is  cast  in  from  seven  to  twelve  hours,  for  weal  or 
wo,  and  hence  the  patient  must  be  as  much  on  the  alert  as  if  his  house 
were  burning  around  his  couch.  Dr.  Hawthorne  gives  too  much  opium 
for  sound  American  habits,- and  would  destroy,  very  often,  the  foetus  in 
utero.  Yet,  according  to  circumstances,  the  clinical  observer  will  often 
employ  opium  and  capsicum  in  larsje  amounts,  when  the  system  is  in  a 
state  of  suffocated  excitement  or  when  an  excessive  sensibility  of  the  ter- 
minal points  of  all  the  nervous  tissue  is  manifested  ;  the  cranial  walls  pre- 
vent the  early  effusion  of  serous  fluids  from  the  brain,  and  therefore  it 
maintains  a  recuperative  energy  longer  than  more  exposed  structures  of 
muscles  and  ganglions,  or  other  soft  parts.  When  extensive  cutaneous 
scalds,  draughts  of  cold  water,  or  inhalation  of  charcoal  gas,  induce  col- 
lapse, we  do  not  rely  on  "  calomel  and  opium  "  to  effect  restoration.  If 
one  hundred  promiscuous  cholera  cases  at  the  outset,  be  put  in  bed,  fifty 
will  recover  by  using  some  paregoric,  peppermint  and  good  regimen,  and 
these  might  get  well  even  if  some  calomel  were  used;  but  the  remaining  fifty 
might  all  die  by  the  irritating  influence  of  calomel  or  any  other  purgative. 
Some  cases  of  cholera  make  as  few  manifests  as  does  "  Mort  du  Chien  " 
on  the  gulf  coast,  or  cases  of  the  sun-stroke.  In  given  cases  any  of  the 
ordinary  symptoms  may  be  absent,  and  yet  danger  is  indicated,  and  every 
close  observer  will  detect  cholera  traits  in  prevalent  maladies,  which  de- 
mand cholera  treatment.  Dr.  Martin  mentioned  to  me  the  case  of  a 
cholera  convalescent,  who  was  in  a  house  where  dysentery  had  broken 
out,  and  now  his  kidneys  cast  out  sero-sanguineous  fluid  copiously,  with  a 
like  discharge  from  the  bowels,  threatening  immediate  collapse.  What 
then  ?  Calomel  and  opium  would  not  of  course  give  relief.  Dr.  Martin 
gave  him  to  drink  a  tablespoonful  of  nutgall  tincture,  with  stimulant  mu- 
cilage, and  injected  four  ounces  nutgall  tincture,  and  he  is  now  costive 
and  using  beef  tea,  chicken  water  and  cream,  and  is  safe. 

In  1832-33-34  and  35,  there  were  3,500  cases  of  cholera  in  Nash- 
ville, among  7000  people,  of  whom  from  360  to  400  died  ;  and  in  the 
last  six  months,  when  the  population  is  16,000,  it  has  killed  (usually  in 
twenty-four  hours  after  attack)  about  420,  while  other  diseases  caused 
only  100  to  120  deaths.  The  first  200  cholera  deaths  were  at  the  rate 
of  10  per  cent,  of  attacks,  to  the  first  of  June  ;  and  the  next  200  deadis, 
at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent.  ;  .while  the  last  30  deaths  in  July  have  been 
at  the  rate  of  33J  per  cent,  of  attacks,  attributable  chiefly  to  neglect 
by  the  patients.  If  cases  be  taken  at  the  outset  promiscuously,  and 
be  firmly  and  judiciously  treated,  as  set  forth  above,  not  above  four  per 
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cent,  will  die,  and  these  from  idiosyncracy  and  prior  infirmity  of  constitu- 
tion.   Of  360  thus  treated,  only  14  died. 

It  seems  those  who  guess  and  theorize  most  sapiently  respecting  cho- 
lera, have  concluded  that  Hezekiah's  good  angel  is  only  slaying  the  As- 
syrians, and  that  four  grains  of  sulphur  and  charcoal  is  the  only  sweet 
smelling  savor  that  appeases  his  ozone  propensities.  Why  do  not  our 
sulphur  springs  and  the  coal  and  gas  furnaces  at  Kenhawa  Salines  destroy 
ozone  ?  The  fact  is,  that  in  eighteen  years  from  1817,  cholera  traversed 
all  climates,  latitudes,  altitudes  and  vales,  roads,  cities,  countries  and 
oceans,  round  the  world,  destroying  fifty  millions  of  people  ;  and  again 
starting  from  the  western  Pacific  waves,  and  hiding  its  mystic  figure  and 
death  wands  in  the  clouds,  is  again  stalking  round  the  globe  in  an  eighteen 
year  destructive  inspection.  Thousands  of  adjuvants  are  found  to  aid  it 
in  the  moral  man  and  in  all  living  organization,  as  well  as  in  physical 
changes  of  inanimate  matter.  When  here  before,  it  was  epidemic,  and  in 
a  limited  sense  was  contagious  ;  but  now  it  is  not  epidemic,  and  is  as  fix- 
edly contagious  and  having  as  little  complexity  of  circumstances  as  any 
other  affection  called  communicable  from  sick  to  healthy  persons.  I 
would,  however,  abolish  all  quarantines,  as  I  would  sumptuary  laws,  and 
rely  on  individual  prudence  and  science. 

Dr.  Martin  informed  me  that  a  case  of  cholera,  refusing  to  yield,  was 
treated  to-day  by  an  enema  of  four  ounces,  and  swallowing  half  a  tumbler 
of  nutgall  tincture.  The  arrest  of  purging  gives  time  for  reaction,  and 
presently  chyliferous  absorbents  are  hungry  to  receive  instead  of  regurgi- 
tating nutritive  fluids.  When  a  physician  in  health  feels  his  system  much 
disturbed,  he  must  lie  down,  using  a  little  camphor,  he,  and  so  resting 
his  system  will  soon  stand  firm  under  heavier  charges  of  the  virus.  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  virus  of  canine  rabies,  of  milk  sickness  of  the  west,  of 
cholera,  and  of  malignant  erysipelas,  may  be  dormant  for  an  indefinite 
time,  and  by  excitants,  aroused  into  development,  instantly  assumes  pow- 
ers for  procreation  of  similar  virus.  I  could  not  take  measles,  hooping 
cough  and  chicken  pox  till  an  adult,  and  then  only  by  contact  with  adults 
having  these  affections.  It  is  singular  that  while  erysipelas  makes  copious 
lymphatic  effusions  in  a  few  hours,  fettered  among  the  cellular  tissue,  the 
cholera  no  less  freely  and  suddenly  casts  out  its  effusions  upon  the  skin 
and  alimentary  canal,  the  former  demanding  hydragogue  cathartics  as  an 
alterant  means  of  cure,  which  are  destructive  in  a  few  hows,  if  given,  in 
the  latter  affection  ;  and  yet  these  maladies  march  in  friendly  alliance  in 
all  their  pestilent  invasions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  July,  1849.  A.  M'Call,  M.D. 

P.  S. — The  rain  has  fallen  eight  inches  in  forty  days  past,  with  thun- 
der on  thirty  days  and  lightning  on  the  remainder,  but  the  air  is  pure  and 
the  streams  of  water  and  surface  of  the  ground  show  less  mossy  greenness 
than  usual  in  the  June  rains.  The  winds  have  been  strong,  and  do  not 
influence  the  direction  of  cholera  infection.  The  temperature  has  been 
84 J°  mean,  and  by  barometer  29:V°  ;  the  highest  heat  for  the  same  forty 
days  was  91°,  and  lowest  68°.    Vegetation  is  good,  and  there  is  no  high 
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or  low  locality  to  which  cholera  gives  preference.  I  can  always  detect 
erysipelas  of  the  contagious  cast  when  within  a  few  feet  of  a  patient,  by 
the  impression  it  makes  on  my  facial  nerves  ;  and  milk  sickness,  typhus 
fever,  or  smallpox,  by  the  impression  on  the  olfactories  ;  but  cholera  gives 
no  such  indications. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,   JULY    25,    18  4  9. 


Asking  Medical  Advice. — Physicians  who  reside  in  cities  are  subject  to 
a  draft  upon  their  time,  and  other  impositions,  to  which  those  in  the  coun- 
try are  comparatively  strangers.  There  are  both  men  and  women  of  in- 
telligence who  seem  to  consider  that  physicians  are  obliged,  by  the  usages 
of  society,  to  hear  them  narrate  the  minutest  details  of  their  sensations; 
what  food  and  medicine  they  took  under  certain  circumstances,  and  their 
opinions  in  relation  to  the  whole  matter ;  and  then  they  expect  the  physi- 
cian's views  of  the  present  condition  of  things.  After  obtaining  in  the 
fullest  manner  such  advice  as  a  discreet  physician  would  give,  they  con- 
clude it  is  best  to  be  going,  and  moreover  they  express  themselves  as 
much  obliged  for  the  suggestions.  They  never  intended  to  pay  for  the 
service  rendered.  Those  who  suffer  most  from  this  species  of  patronage, 
are  the  obliging,  kind-hearted,  sympathizing  physicians,  who  can  least 
afford  to  give  away  precious  hours  to  such  unworthy  objects.  The  aus- 
tere, unsocial,  solitary  practitioners,  whose  influence,  like  Montezuma's, 
depends  on  keeping  people  at  a  distance,  and  always  at  the  freezing 
point,  have  no  such  liberties  taken  with  them. 

When  the  members  of  all  medical  associations,  in  towns  and  cities, 
have  the  independence  to  notify  the  whole  public  that  they  must  invaria- 
bly be  paid  on  the  spot  for  advice,  and  every  visit,  after  the  English  cus- 
tom, paid  for  daily  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  this  inconvenience  will 
be  remedied,  and  few  or  no  debts  will  be  lost.  A  thousand  annoyances 
and  inconveniences,  inseparably  connected  with  the  miserable  system  by 
which  the  practice  of  medicine  is  regulated  in  this  country,  might  be  ob- 
viated, and  something  more  than  a  nominal  income  realized,  were  a  re- 
volution, in  this  particular,  brought  about. 


Empirical  School  of  Midwifery. — Some  slight,  faint  curiosity  is  occa- 
sionally expressed  to  know  what  progress  the  midwife-manufactory  is  mak- 
ing in  Cornhill,  in  this  city;  and  further,  who  is  the  celebrated  instructer, 
who  is  heading  off  the  learned  profession  of  the  city  of  Boston,  by  pre- 
paring females  for  a  department  of  practice  considered  quite  lucrative? 
Those  in  the  corner  are  said  not  to  see  the  smoke.  That  is  precisely  our 
condition.  All  we  know  about  it  is  what  comes  in  the  form  of  newspa- 
per paragraphs,  in  which  somebody  occasionally  intimates  that  the  eyes 
of  all  the  world  are  looking  with  intense  interest  to  the  mighty  change  in 
the  habits  and  customs  of  society  that  the  Cornhill  influence  is  about  to 
establish.  So  far  as  instruction  is  the  object  of  the  movement,  we  say 
the  more  knowledge  females  have  of  their  own  organization,  the  better. 
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If  any  body  prefers  the  assistance  of  one  of  the  new-made  midwives,  who 
will  object  ?  We  have  no  thought  of  crying  out  for  revenge,  or  for  as- 
sistance in  putting  down  a  daring  rebellion,  but  are  rather  disposed  to 
have  people  accommodated  in  such  matters,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  to 
their  own  safety. 


Increase  of  Medical  Radicalism. — At  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  an  eclectic 
medical  school  has  been  organized,  and,  according  to  the  notices  given, 
possesses  all  the  elements  of  an  engulphing  institution,  that  will  swallow 
up  the  Buffalo  University,  the  faculty  at  Geneva,  and  perhaps,  in  the 
wide-spread  circle  of  its  revolutionary  influences  on  legitimate  medicine, 
overturn  the  old  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and,  finally,  brush  away  into  non-existence  its  ambitious  rival.  It 
is  a  distinguishing  feature  in  all  these  new-fangled  schemes  for  teaching 
the  falsely  denominated  true  system  of  practice,  that  when  they  un- 
furl their  banner  of  hypocritical  reform,  they  declare  a  war  of  utter  exter- 
mination to  all  existing  medical  colleges.  It  is  laughable,  as  well  as 
lamentable,  to  witness  these  puny  efforts  of  ignorant,  presumptuous  men, 
to  arrest  the  onward  progress  of  knowledge  and  humanity.  If  an  attempt 
to  restrain  them  from  a  free  exercise  of  the  privilege  of  promulgating  their 
sentiments  were  made,  it  would  be  precisely  what  they  most  desire,  well 
knowing  that  the  cry  of  persecution,  which  they  could  raise,  would  be  a 
successful  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  those  lower  in  the  social  scale  than 
themselves.  Fortunately,  such  is  the  organization  of  our  happily-devised 
government,  these  revolutionary  efforts  may  be  made  without  disturbing 
the  affairs  of  the  nation  ;  and  when  the  radicals  in  medicine  or  politics 
have  exhausted  themselves  in  solemn  protestations  against  the  awful  and 
dangerous  state  of  the  times,  their  stentorian  voices  gradually  die  away  in 
feeble  echos,  and  the  great  fabric  of  society,  unmoved  by  the  shock,  moves 
on  as  harmoniously  as  though  no  such  occurrences  had  happened.  Threat- 
ening as  may  be  the  aspect  of  the  power  that  is  rearing  its  formidable  and 
gigantic  head  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  there  is  consolation  in  knowing 
that,  as  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day,  it  is  hardly  possible  this  eclectic  in- 
stitute will  annihilate  whatever  it  contemplates  as  heterodox  in  medicine, 
without  giving  its  quailing  foes  an  opportunity  of  escaping  from  the  dan- 
gers of  a  falling  wall.  Here  is  a  glimpse  of  what  is  to  be  accomplished 
in  only  one  department.  "  Physiology  will  be  more  clearly  illustrated  in 
all  its  practical  bearings,  aided  by  the  neurological  investigations  which 
of  late  have  been  adduced,  showing  the  perfect  inter-relation  which  sub- 
sists between  the  mental,  moral  and  physical  manifestations.  They  also 
demonstrate  the  coincidences  of  pathognomonic  occurrences  as  dependent 
upon  the  peculiar  organism  of  the  nervous  system,  its  development  and 
power.  This  department  presents  an  unusual  amount  of  original  matter, 
not  less  novel  and  startling  than  truthful  and  practical."  How  singular  it 
is  that  these  poor  workmen  are  determined  to  handle  edged  tools.  Of  all 
self-styled  reformers,  they  are  the  least  able  to  grapple  with  a  subject  which 
the  profoundest  philosophical  scholars  approach  with  hesitancy. 


Characteristics  of  the  Discharges  in  Cholera. — Dr.  North,  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  gives  the  following  criterion  to  distinguish  the  real  cholera  from 
common  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhoea.  After  premising  that  the  discharges 
of  true  cholera  are  unaccompanied  with  pain,  he  says — "Let  a  person  sup- 
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pose  that  a  tablespoonful  of  rice  has  been  boiled  in  a  gallon  of  water  and  the 
whole  thrown  into  a  vessel.  This  is  an  exact  resemblance  to  the  discharges  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  even  to  the  rice  grains  in  the  bottom.  A  minute's  con^de- 
ration  of  this  production  will  so  fix  it  in  the  mind  of  any  person  that  there 
need  be  no  mistake.  Both  the  color  and  smell  which  accompany  the  dis- 
charges of  ordinary  diarrhoea  are  totally  absent,  and  have  been  in  every 
instance  since  the  disease  first  broke  out  near  Calcutta,  in  1817." 


27<e  Cholera. — There  appears  to  !>e  a  marked  decrease  in  the  ravages  of  cholera  since  our 
last,  in  most  of  the  cities  in  this  country  where  it  has  prevailed.  In  New  York,  on  the  21st,  the 
number  of  cases  for  twenty-four  hours  was  91,  deaths,  36  ;  on  the  22d,  cases  75,  deaths,  30. — In 
Cincinnati,  the  cholera  interments  on  the  22d,  for  twenty-four  hours,  were  36  5  from  other  diseases, 
31. — In  St.  Louis,  July  21,  cholera  interments  36,  anil  business  improving.  In  the  last  city  the 
total  mortality  during  six  months,  from  the  disease,  has  been  very  great.  The  St.  Louis  Reveille  of 
July  11  th,  thus  alludes  to  it,  and  states  that  at  that  date  acclimated  citizens  were  oftener  attacked  than 
at  first.  "  On  the  supposition  that  up  to  the  present  time,  the  epidemic  had  committed  its  ravages 
among  a  population  of  60,000  (which  the  city  contained  previous  to  its  appearance),  the  statistics 
show  a  mortality  of  92  in  every  1000 — equal  to  one  in  nearly  every  eleven  persons.  Since  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  however,  numbers  of  persons  have  left  the  city,  reducing  our  present  population  to 
55,000  at  the  very  outmost.  From  the  1st  of  June  to  the  9th  of  July,  the  report  shows  3,484  deaths — 
exhibiting  with  our  actual  population  of  55,000,  a  mortality  ol  61  in  every  1000,  or  one  out  of  about 
sixteen,  in  six  weeks."  It  is  estimated  that  of  these  deaths,  at  least  seven  in  every  eleven  have 
been  among  recently  arrived  ibreigners. — In  Canada  the  disease  is  prevailing  extensively.' — In 
this  city,  it  will  be  seen  that  15  deaths  were  reported  during  the  last  week.  Nearly  or  quite  all 
the  cases,  however,  have  been  emigrants,  or  individuals  in  whom  the  disease  was  induced  by  im- 
prudence of  some  kind.    The  cholera  cannot  be  said  to  prevail  as  an  epidemic  in  Boston. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Mrs.  Laurania  Thraver  died  at  Ogechee,  Geo.,  on  the  29lh  of  March,  at 
the  supposed  age  of  137.  She  w  as  put  down  at  1 10,  when  the  census  was  taken  in  1825.  She 
could  read  the  finest  print  or  thread  a  needle  without  glasses. — A  young  girl,  near  Philadelphia, 
laboring  under  some  form  of  lunacy,  by  pretending  to  hold  conversation  with  the  Lord,  is  stirring 
up  all  the  crazy  people  in  the  region,  who  flock  in  crowds  to  sec  one  more  possessed  than  them- 
selves.— Yellow  fever  has  broken  out  at  Havana,  as  usual — and  40  per  cent  of  all  the  deaths  are  from 
that  disease. — One  of  the  miscalled  medical  Botanical  JournaN  has  an  original  article  on  modesty, 
a  quality  not  heretofore  recognized  by  some  of  its  contributors. — A  convention  of  non-poison  -plat- 
fur  mers  was  to  have  been  held  at  Cincinnati  the  first  Tuesday  of  July.  Who  can  they  be  ?— Dr. 
Short,  a  distinguished  professor  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  has  re- 
signed— and  is  since  elected  Emeritus  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Botany.  His  her- 
barium is  represented  to  be  the  most  complete  of  any  in  this  country.  Lewis  Rogtrs,  M.D.,  has 
been  chosen  his  successor. — Dr.  Mauran,  of  Providence,  late  President  of  the  R.  I.  Medical 
Society,  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 


To  Correspondents. — The  following  papers  have  been  received: — Report  on  Asiatic  Cho- 
lera by  the  Committee  on  Hygiene  of  the  National  Institute — Nos.  8  and  9  of  "  Sketches,"  by 
Cato — Dr.  Williams  on  the  Treatment  of  Cholera — Dr.  Henry  on  Malignant  Typhus — and  R.'s 
Case  of  Dislocation  of  the  Cervical  Vertebra. 


Married,— -Dr.  T.  Edgar  Hunt,  of  Clarksville,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  Miss  C.  Martin.— In 
Shutesbury,  Mass.,  Dr.  Lewis  S.  Bemis  to  Miss  J.  A.  Sniailidge. 

Died, — In  New  York,  Thomas  Keenan,  M.D.,  after  a  few  hours  sickness,  52. — At  Bethlehem, 
Penn.,  Edward  Rice,  M.D.,  35.— At  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Dr  F.  S.  Woodward,  84.— At  Detroit, 
Michigan,  Dr.  Oatman. — At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  Yard,  of  cholera. — At  Cincinnati,  Hardy  Wal- 
lace Hill,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery  in  the  Botanic  Medical  College  of  Ohio.— A  t  Albany,  Dr.  Charles 
C.  Haddock,  of  cholera.— At  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dr.  Harding  Lane,  of  the  same  disease. — Dr.  Niece, 
a  German  Homoeopathic  physician,  recently  from  Texas,  died  of  the  cholera  in  Cincinnati,  on  the 
night  of  the  26th  ult. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  July  20th,  1 19.— Males,  60— females.  59. — 
Of  consumption,  15 — cholera,  15 — marasmus,  3 — congestion  of  brain,  11 — drinking  cold  water,  2 
— dropsy  in  the  head,  7— convulsions,  3 — typhus  fever,  3 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  5 — 
sudden  and  unknown,  6 — teething,  3 — scarlet  fever,  5 — accidental,  2 — infantile,  4 — dysentery,  3 
— cholera  morbus,  1 — intemperance,  1 — choTeia  infantum,  2 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — measles, 
1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  3 — tumor,  1 — diarrhcea,  2 — erysipelas,  1  — 
burn,  1 — croup,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  7 — drowned,  1 — peritonitis,  1 — child-bed,  2 — disease 
of  the  brain,  1 — debility,  2. 

Under  5  years,  45 — between  5  and  20  years,  13 — between  20  and  10  years,  35 — between  40 
and  60  years,  23 — over  60  years,  3. 
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Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans. — This  great  thermometer  of  the  health 
of  New  Orleans,  still  continues  to  receive  the  afflicted  poor  within  its  walls, 
from  whatever  quarter  they  may  come.  Important  additions  have  been  re- 
cently made  to  this  institution  ;  a  new  wing  has  just  been  completed,  in 
the  rear  of  the  main  buildings,  of  the  same  size,  and  fronting  the  wing  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  Insane.  This  department  is  designed  to  accommo- 
date the  Sisters  of  Charity,  the  stewards,  and  it  also  serves  as  a  refectory 
for  the  officers  and  other  inmates  of  the  institution.  The  building  formerly 
occupied  by  the  insane,  now  receives  the  female  patients  admitted  in  the 
hospital.  By  this  arrangement,  the  female  will  be  separated  from  the  male 
patients  ;  an  arrangement  always  desirable  in  a  large  establishment  of  this 
kind. 

By  the  recent  additions  to  the  hospital  and  other  changes  in  its  internal 
arrangements,  still  greater  accommodations  will  be  extended  to  the  sick. 

The  buildings  can  now  receive  and  comfortably  entertain  one  thousand 
patients — the  largest  charitable  institution  perhaps  in  the  world,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  permanent  population  of  the  city  in  which  it  is  located.  About 
the  middle  of  June,  over  800  patients  were  quartered  in  this  hospital,  all 
entertained  at  the  expense  of  the  State.    "  But  charity  vaunteth  not." 

The  average  number  of  patients  annually  admitted  into  this  institution 
is  between  eleven  and  thirfeen  thousand,  all  of  whom  are  gratuitously  at- 
tended by  the  physicians  of  New  Orleans.  The  profession  in  this  city 
deserve  great  credit  for  its  disinterested  devotion  to  the  cause  of  charity  and 
the  suffering  poor. — N.  Orleans  Med.  Journal. 


Castor  Oil  and  Spirits  of  Turpentine  in  Typhoid  Fever. — Dr.  C.  W. 
Crozier,  of  Russellville,  Ky.,  has  communicated  to  us  the  particulars  of  a 
case  of  typhoid  fever  in  which,  at  an  advanced  period,  castor  oil  and  spirits 
of  turpentine  were  administered  with  success.  The  life  of  the  patient  had 
been  despaired  of  by  her  friends,  and  her  recovery,  Dr.  C.  attributes  to  the 
use  of  these  remedies,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  each,  repeated  three  times 
daily.  While  employing  this  mixture,  he  had  the  patient  bathed  in  tepid 
ley/the  effect  of  which  seemed  to  be  salutary.  This  practice  in  typhoid 
fever,  attended  with  coma  and  watery  discharges  from  the  bowels,  was  sug- 
gested to  Dr.  C.  by  Dr.  James  H.  Baker,  of  Knox  county,  Tenn.,  in  whose 
hands  Dr.  C.  says  it  has  been  found  invaluable. — West.  Med.  Journal. 


Pathological  Appearance  in  Cholera. — The  numerous  microscopic  inves- 
tigations which  have  lately  been  made  in  Paris  tend  to  establish  that  hy- 
pertrophy of  the  intestinal  follicles,  coinciding  with  a  protrusion  of  Peyer's 
glands,  and  more  or  less  vascularity,  are  pretty  constantly  found  in  persons 
who  have  died  of  cholera.  Large  ecchymoses  have  also  been  discovered 
in  all  the  parenchymatous  organs,  not  only  on  their  surface,  but  situated 
within  their  substance.  These  ecchymoses  have  been  found  so  extensive 
and  of  so  dark  a  color,  that  they  look  very  much  like  gangrenous  patches. 


An  Anticontagionist  Fact. — M.  Stienard,  of  Valenciennes,  mentions  in 
a  paper  addressed  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  of  Paris  (May  1st),  that  a 
child  violently  attacked  by  cholera  was  kept  warm  by  its  parents  by  being 
put  into  bed  with  them.  By  this  means  the  child  resisted  the  algide  period, 
eventually  recovered,  and  the  parents  never  had  a  bad  symptom. 
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REPORT  ON  ASIATIC  CHOLERA,  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  HYGIENE 
OF  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  | 

The  Committee  on  Public  Hygiene,  admonished  by  the  fearful  mortality 
attendant  on  the  presence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  our  western  cities,  and 
especially  in  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  and  confident  that  much  may  be 
done  in  staying  the  ravages  of  this  fearful  pestilence,  by  a  proper  and 
rigid  adherence  to  such  hygienic  measures  as  have  been  found,  by  ex- 
perience, to  be  beneficial,  respectfully  report : — 
1st.  That  Asiatic  cholera  is  not  contagious. 

Dr.  Parkes,  an  English  army  surgeon,  thus  describes  two  epidemics 
which  he  saw  in  Asia.  "  Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  1842,  cholera 
appeared  in  the  northern  parts  of  Burmah,  and  passing  in  a  southerly 
direction,  committed  great  ravages,  and  caused  great  consternation  at 
Ava  and  Ameerapoora.  After  traversing  these  cities,  it  passed  to  Ran- 
goon, pursuing  the  course  of  the  Irrawaddy  and  its  tributaries,  and  at- 
tacking chiefly  those  towns  and  villages  situated  on  the  banks  of  these 
rivers.  In  November  it  reached  Tavoy,  the  second  principal  Burman 
town."  Tavoy  is  a  place  of  considerable  size,  and  is  situated  about  150 
miles  south  of  Moulmein,  on  the  banks  of  a  broad,  shallow  stream,  loaded 
with  debris  from  the  neighboring  mountains.  Cholera  raged  here  with 
great  fury  for  three  or  four  months,  and  then  gradually  disappeared. 

"  During  this  progress  from  the  north  towards  the  south,  cholera  at- 
tacked chiefly  or  exclusively  the  towns  and  villages  stationed  in  low 
marshy  places,  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  or  on  the  shores  of  the  sea.  It- 
did  not  extend  inland,  and  the  Burmans  were  accustomed  to  escape  it 
by  leaving  their  homes,  and  travelling  into  the  jungle.  As  soon  as  the 
first  death  occurred  in  any  village,  the  men  deserted  their  fishing  or  their 
paddy  fields,  and  betaking  themselves  to  their  endless  forests,  preferred 
the  chances  of  famine,  and  the  dangers  of  the  jungle,  to  the  risks  of  ex- 
posure to  attacks  of  cholera.  They  universally  stated  that,  though  they 
were  left  without  food  by  this  flight,  and  were  exposed  to  the  burning 
noon- day  rays,  and  to  the  heavy  tropical  dews  at  night,  cholera  univer- 
sally left  them  after  the  second  or  third  day's  march  inland. 

"  For  many  months  the  disease  at  Moulmein  was  confined  almost 
entirely  to  the  houses  situated  on  or  over  the  river,  and  chiefly  to  the 
26 
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south  end  of  the  town  ;  one  side  of  the  main  street  runs  close  to  the 
river,  and  the  great  majority  of  cases  occurred  on  this  side  ;  compara- 
tively few  on  the  other." 

In  September,  1847,  the  disease  having  reached  Trebizond  an  attempt 
was  made,  by  shutting  up  all  communication  with  the  Russian  ports,  to 
prevent  its  introduction  into  Constantinople.  On  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, however,  several  persons  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  and 
having  no  communication  with  each  other,  were  attacked  with  cholera. 
The  progress  of  the  disease  was  slow  at  first,  but  by  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember the  daily  mortality  had  reached  nearly  600.  During  this  fright- 
ful mortality  those  persons  who  observed  a  rigorous  system  of  diet,  in- 
variably escaped,  notwithstanding  their  immediate  contact  with  those 
affected  by  the  disease,  as  well  as  those  who  retreated  to  elevated 
positions. 

The  exemption  of  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Neva  from  the  disease, 
while  it  prevailed  at  St.  Petersburgh,  notwithstanding  the  constant  com- 
munication, together  with  the  remarkable  exemption  of  the  city  of  Lyons, 
France,  while  cholera  was  raging  at  Marseilles,  in  1835,  notwithstanding 
it  received  an  emigration  of  10,000  inhabitants  from  that  city,  furnish 
proofs,  among  many  others  of  a  similar  character,  which  entirely  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  the  communication  of  cholera  by  contagion. 

Dr.  Parkes,  on  the  subject  of  its  contagiousness,  remarks,  "  During 
the  epidemic  attacks  in  1843  and  1845,  among  the  Europeans,  there 
was  a  large  extra  allowance  of  hospital  servants  and  coolies  ;  these  men 
were  constantly  in  the  cholera  ward,  aiding  the  sick  men  in  and  out  of 
bed,  putting  them  into  baths,  rubbing  their  cramped  limbs,  emptying 
the  close  stools,  and  performing  all  the  offices  demanded  by  the  patients, 
usually  so  restless  and  fretful  in  the  earlier  period  ;  and  yet  not  one 
of  them,  nor  any  other  of  the  hospital  servants,  were  attacked.  The 
medical  officers  were  constantly  on  duty,  receiving  and  inspecting  the 
sick,  examining  the  dead  bodies,  &cc,  and  yet  enjoyed  the  same  immu- 
nity. In  the  post-mortem  examinations  of  cholera  patients,  I  have  ac- 
cidentally inoculated  myself  many  times,  without  ill  effects.  In  fact,  I 
may  sum  up  my  own  knowledge  in  the  assertion,  that  I  have  personally 
never  witnessed  in  India  any  fact  which  would  have  led  me  to  believe 
that  the  poison  of  cholera  possessed  the  character  of  contagious  virus." 

The  mode  of  its  recent  introduction  into  this  country,  at  two  distinct 
points  of  the  Union,  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  almost  simultaneously, 
and  the  erratic  course  which  it  has  since  pursued,  correspond  with  the 
observations  hitherto  made  in  disproving  the  doctrine  of  its  contagiousness. 

2d.  It  is  almost  invariably  preceded  by  diarrhoea. 

A  very  important  fact  in  the  history  of  cholera,  which  is  now  satisfac- 
torily determined  by  the  mass  of  evidence  collected  during  the  last  few 
years,  is,  that  so  far  from  being  instantaneous  in  its  attack,  it  is  always 
preceded  by  a  premonitory  stage  of  longer  or  shorter  duration.  The  sur- 
geons who  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  it  in  India  are  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  primary  stage  of  the  disease  is  developed  by  a  looseness 
of  the  bowels,  either  with  or  without  pain,  and  of  an  undeterminate  con- 
tinuance of  from  one  hour  to  three  or  four  days.    In  regard  to  the  dura- 
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tion  of  this  stage,  Dr.  Parkes  has  never  witnessed  a  case  in  which  "  the 
diarrhoea  has  existed  longer  than  four  days,  and  the  usual  time  would  be 
in  general  but  a  few  hours  ;  that,  however,"  he  remarks,  "  would  afford 
sufficient  time  for  the  application  of  remedies  capable,  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases,  of  preventing  the  further  progress  of  the  disease." 

Dr.  M tiller,  who  was  sent  by  the  Hanoverian  government  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh,  in  1848,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  disease,  in  his 
report  divides  cholera  into  four  stages,  the  first  of  which  (stadium  pro- 
dromorum),  the  premonitory  stage,  characterized  by  disturbed  digestion, 
flatulence,  diarrhoea  and  languor,  preceded  the  stage  of  invasion,  whose 
symptoms  were  vomiting,  cramps,  and  the  peculiar  rice-water  discharges, 
and  cam'^  on  suddenly,  from  two  to  eight  days. 

3d.  This  diarrhoea  may,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  be  easily 
arrested. 

The  opinion  of  the  committee  on  this  point  is  sustained  by  the  able 
report  of  the  English  metropolitan  sanitary  commission,  to  which  they 
are  indebted  for  many  of  the  facts  which  they  shall  make  use  of  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  it. 

"  It  is  notorious,"  remarks  this  report,  "  that  diarrhoea  was  extremely 
prevalent  in  all  the  towns  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  which  Asiatic  cho- 
lera prevailed  in  1832,  although  at  that  time  the  observation  had  not 
been  clearly  and  generally  made  that  it  constantly  precedes  an  attack, 
and  is  in  fact  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  But  perhaps,"  it 
adds,  "one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  illustrations  of  the 
extent  to  which  this  premonitory  symptom  is  present  in  a  population  in 
which  cholera  is  prevalent,  is  afforded  by  the  remarkable  history  of  the 
progress  and  termination  of  this  epidemic  at  Bilston,  and  the  neighboring 
district,  in  1832.  This  pestilence  raged  in  Bilston  with  greater  violence 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Out  of  14,700  inhabi- 
tants, 3,568  were  attacked  with  cholera,  out  of  whom  792  died  in  less 
than  seven  weeks."  Two  medical  men  had  perished,  and  two  others 
left  to  recruit  their  exhausted  strength.  In  this  extremity,  the  Privy 
Council  were  requested  to  furnish  medical  aid,  and  Dr.  McCann  (since 
deceased),  who  had  seen  much  of  the  disease  in  India  and  Persia,  was 
sent  to  their  relief.  He  immediately  opened  a  dispensary,  and  placarded 
the  town  with  notices  that  gratuitous  advice  and  medicine  would  be 
furnished  there  to  all  persons  laboring  under  bowel  affections.  The  clay 
after  the  dispensary  was  opened,  £70  persons  sought  relief,  and  in  eight 
days  the  number  amounted  to  1100.  The  result,  which  Was  no  less 
gratifying  than  astonishing,  is  best  told  by  Dr.  McCann  himself. 

"I  have,"  he  says,  in  his  report  to  the  Privy  Council,  "  the  satisfac- 
tion to  state  that  the  mortality  in  Bilston  parish  from  cholera,  has  been 
reduced  during  the  last  week  to  less  than  one  half  of  what  it  was  during 
the  preceding.  For  this  happy  change,  and  happy  it  comparatively  is, 
we  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  mainly  indebted  to  the  beneficial  influence  of 
the  public  dispensary  for  the  bowel  complaints."  Dr.  McCann  has  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  treated  at  the 
dispensary  would  have  terminated  in  cholera,  and  that  a  majority  of  them 
would  have  died,  but  for  this  prompt  and  effectual  relief.    He  says,  "  It 
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cannot  indeed  be  too  often  repeated,  that  looseness  of  the  bowels  is  the 
beginning  of  cholera,  and  that  such  looseness  admits  of  an  easy  and 
effectual  cure ;  whilst  cholera  itself,  or  that  stage  of  the  disease  in  which 
vomiting,  cramps  and  prostration  are  added  or  succeed  to  looseness,  is  one 
of  the  most  fatal  and  intractable  diseases  known."  In  less  than  three 
weeks  from  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  dispensary  at  Bilston, 
there  was  not  a  case  of  cholera  in  the  parish. 

Mr.  Hodgson,  an  eminent  surgeon  of  Birmingham,  which  is  situated 
in  the  immediate  proximity  of  Bilston,  who  was  one  of  the  health  offi- 
cers appointed  by  the  government,  and  paid  great  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  cholera,  in  his  examination  before  the  committee  says — "  The 
disease  raged  very  much  at  Bilston,  and  went  on  to  a  frightful  extent 
until  the  government  sent  down  Dr.  McCann.  When  he  came  to  Bil- 
ston he  formed  a  cholera  dispensary,  or  dispensary  for  bowel  complaints, 
and  drew  attention  very  strongly  to  the  importance  of  attending  to  the 
premonitory  condition.  1  have  always  felt  since  that  time,  so  far  as 
ray  knowledge  of  the  matter  went,  that  if  cholera  ever  threatened  this 
country  again,  it  would  be  a  very  manageable  disorder  if  Dr.  McCann's 
ideas  were  fully  explained  and  acted  upon." 

This  report  of  the  metropolitan  sanitary  committee  produced  a  pro- 
found impression  in  England,  and  the  good  results  are  to  be  found  in 
the  slight  foot-hold  which  cholera  obtained  in  its  recent  visit  to  that  island. 
The  committee  cannot  for  an  instant  hesitate  to  entertain  the  opinion, 
that  had  similar  measures  been  resorted  to  in  those  cities  in  our  own 
country  which  have  been  so  fearfully  scourged  by  cholera,  its  progress 
might  have  been  speedily  and  effectually  arrested. 

In  regard  to  the  extent  of  diarrhoea  necessary  to  constitute  the  pre- 
monitory stage  of  cholera,  the  committee  would  remark,  that  during  the 
prevalence  of  cholera,  any  alteration  in  the  healthy  action  of  the  bowels 
should  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion  ;  insomuch  that  if  an  individual 
who  had  one  evacuation  daily,  were  to  have  this  one  looser  than  ordinary, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  resort  immediately  to  some  gentle  means  to 
check  it.  The  committee  will  not  advise  any  remedial  agents,  which  are 
well  known  to  the  profession,  their  purpose  being  mainly  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  importance  of  establishing  dispensaries  for  bowel  affections  as 
a  great  prevention  of  cholera,  fully  assured  that  with  attention  to  cleanli- 
ness, both  of  the  city  and  its  inhabitants,  to  diet,  and  to  the  first  mani- 
festations of  bowel  affections,  this  terrible  scourge  may  be  shorn  of  many 
of  its  terrors.  James  Wynne,  Chairman. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  CHOLERA  ;  OR  A  BIRD'S-EYE  VIEW  OF  SOME  OF 
THE  PUBLISHED  WORKS  UPON  THAT  DISEASE. 

BY  STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D.,  ETC. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  subject  of  cholera  is  one  of  great  and  absorbing  interest  at  the 
present  time.    As  conservators  of  the  public  health,  physicians  ought 
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to  be  prepared  to  meet  it,  and  in  no  way  can  they  do  it  better  than  by 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  investigated 
the  subject.  I  am  sensible  that  by  many  this  method  of  investigation 
will  be  considered  of  little  value.  At  least  they  will  so  hold  it  up  to  the 
public,  and  the  researches  of  such  men  will  be  considered  merely  those 
of  book-worms,  and  little  to  be  relied  on  in  comparison  with  practical 
experience.  But  what  is  such  experience  good  for,  without  the  guide  of 
authority  and  science  ?  This  charge,  however,  is  only  made  by  those 
who  are  too  indolent  to  study,  and  their  opinions  can  neither  do  any 
good  or  harm.  "  Practice,  without  the  guide  of  science,  is  downright 
jargon  and  empiricism."  Dr.  Rush  observes — "  If  a  physician  acquire 
skill  by  his  own  individual  experience,  how  much  more  will  he  acquire 
by  availing  himselfof  the  experience  of  several  hundred  of  his  professional 
brethren."  A  man's  books  are  his  best  counsellors.  The  physician 
who  has  a  great  amount  of  authority  before  him,  is  much  better  pre- 
pared to  treat  diseases,  than  one  who  has  but  a  limited  resource  of  this 
kind.  Hence  those  physicians  who  have  the  largest  libraries  have,  in 
almost  all  countries  and  ages,  been  considered  the  most  successful,  judi- 
cious and  learned  practitioners. 

My  object  in  this  communication  is  to  draw  together,  or  concentrate 
to  a  point,  the  writings  of  such  authors  upon  the  subject  of  cholera  as 
have  fallen  under  my  observation  and  recollection  in  the  course  of  my 
reading.  Although  they  are  somewhat  extensive,  they  are  not  all  that 
has  been  written  on  the  subject  ;  but  enough  will  be  noticed  to  render 
the  subject  interesting,  and  prove  valuable  references  to  the  practitioner. 
I  can  do  little  more  than  give  the  titles  of  these  works.  When  we 
reflect  that,  according  to  Chapman  and  others,  the  cholera,  in  a  short 
space  of  time,  has  destroyed  at  least  fifty  millions  of  inhabitants,  which 
is  more  than  the  plague  or  any  other  epidemic  has  ever  done  in  a  like 
period,  and  that  it  is  at  this  time  rapidly  advancing  in  our  country,  the 
importance  of  the  subject  will  be  duly  appreciated. 

Cholera  is  no  new  disease,  although  it  has  been  represented  as  such 
by  some  writers.  I  shall  show  that  it  existed  in  the  early  ages  of  the 
world.  Still  we  have  much  to  learn  in  relation  to  its  character,  cause 
and  treatment. 

Although  Hippocrates  wrote  upon  the  subject  more  than  400  years 
anterior  to  the  christian  era,  and  an  account  of  it  may  be  found  in  Cox's 
translation  of  his  writings,  it  appears  by  Schouttetten  that  it  has  been  de- 
scribed even  before  him,  by  a  Chinese  physician  named  Wang-Chou-Ko, 
under  the  head  of  hou-louan.  The  Hindoo  physicians  say  that  the  cho- 
lera has  always  existed  in  their  country. 

Coelius  Aurelianus,  an  African  physician,  wrote  upon  the  subject  500 
years  after  Hippocrates,  and  gave  a  good  account  of  the  cholera  and  its 
remedies.    He  describes  the  disease  as  violent  and  acute. 

Alexander,  of  Tralles,  a  town  of  Lydia,  now  Sultanhisar,  in  Illiricum, 
early  wrote  upon  the  subject  of  cholera. 

Aretaeus,  of  Cappadocia,  early  arranged  tables  of  the  cholera.  The 
cholera  is  also  described  by  Celsus. 
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From  these  writers  it  appears  that  the  cholera  occasionally' prevailed 
during  the  ages  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  empires. 

Zacutus  Lusitanus,  according  to  Ozanam,  states  that  a  colic  prevailed 
in  France  in  1600,  which  was  called  trousse  galant.  Boisseau,  accord- 
ing to  Bedford,  says  this  colic  is  given  by  Ozanam  as  an  example  of  the 
first  epidemic  cholera  in  Europe.  This  disease  "  was  so  terrible  that  all 
those  attacked  by  it  died  ordinarily  before  the  fourth  day."  Dr.  Bedford 
thinks  this  questionable  authority,  but  admits  that  some  cases  of  cholera 
occurred  that  year. 

James  Bontius,  a  Dutch  physician,  gives  an  account  of  a  cholera 
which  prevailed  at  Batavia  in  the  year  1629,  which  was  undoubtedly 
similar  to  the  cholera  of  India  and  of  the  Greeks. 

Dr.  Thomas  Sydenham,  the  great  English  Hippocrates,  has  accurately 
described  the  cholera  which  prevailed  in  London  in  1669.  Dr.  Sims, 
also,  speaks  of  it. 

John  James  Schwaller,  of  Basle,  according  to  Schouttetten,  gave  a  his- 
tory of  an  epidemic  which  prevailed  in  Switzerland,  which  he  calls  the 
cholera,  and  in  Pegan,  in  Lower  Saxony,  at  the  close  of  1717  and  be- 
ginning of  17 18. 

Malouin,  in  the  Memoires  de  l'Academie  des  Sciences,  describes  an 
epidemic  cholera  which  prevailed  in  Paris  in  1750.  Dr.  Lentin  states 
that  the  cholera  raged  at  Dunaberg  in  1769.  Schouttetten  says  it  ap- 
peared in  Brittany,  with  violence,  in  July,  1779,  and  continued  until  Oc- 
tober. He  observes  that  "  the  cholera  constantly  exists  in  India,  and 
that  numerous  destructive  epidemics  have  been  mentioned  and  described 
by  celebrated  physicians  and  travellers,  particularly  by  Bontius  in  1642, 
and  Dillon  in  16S5.  The  histories  of  the  epidemics  of  1756,  1759, 
1781  and  1782,  have  been  given  by  Father  Jean  Baptiste,  a  Jesuit,  and 
by  two  Bengalese  physicians,  Messrs.  Wise  and  Corby n. 

Sonnerat,  the  Hindostan  traveller,  speaks  of  the  cholera  as  prevailing 
epidemically  at  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  so  long  ago  as  the  years  1771 
and  1774.  According  to  him,  as  stated  by  Dr.  Joseph  Mather  Smith, 
more  than  60,000  persons  perished  of  the  epidemic  cholera  at  one  visita- 
tion in  the  country  between  Cherrigam  and  Pondicherry.  Paisley  says 
the  disease  was  epidemic  in  1774  ;  and  Curtis,  of  Madras,  gives  an  ac- 
count of  its  ravages  in  1732,  in  the  southern  provinces  of  India.  The 
latter  writer  speaks  of  it,  at  the  present  day,  as  called  at  Madras  by  the 
name  mart  du  chien. 

I  have  examined  the  following  works  upon  cholera,  which  were  written 
previous  to  the  year  1817,  when  it  was,  by  many,  erroneously  consider- 
ed to  be  first  epidemic.  Salmon's  New  Dispensatory,  8th  edition,  pub- 
lished in  1696,  under  the  head  Choltr  ;  Brooks's  Introduction  to  the 
Practice  of  Physick  and  Surgery,  1754;  Brooks's  Practice  of  Physick, 
1756;  Allen's  Practice,  2  vols.,  1738;  Boerhaave's  Institutes  of  Medi- 
cines, 6  vols.,  1738  ;  Van  Swieten's  Commentaries  on  the  above,  8  vols., 
1744;  Lind  on  the  Diseases  of  Hot  Climates,  1757  ;  Hoffman's  Works, 
1756  ;  Pringle's  Diseases  of  the  Army,  1743  ;  Tissot  on  Health,  2  vols., 
1767  ;  Cullen's  First  Lines  of  the  Practice  of  Physic,  1784  ;  Heberden's 
Commentaries,  Stohl,  Chisholm,  Frank,  Jackson,  Johnson,  Hope  ;  Brown's 
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Elements,  1790  ;  Willich,  Wallace,  1794  ;  Townsend's  Guide  to  Health, 
1807;  Rush's  Inquiries,  5  vols.,  1792;  Wingate  in  Duncan's  Medical 
Annals,  8  vols.,  1798;  Thomas's  Practice,  1811  ;  Quincy's  Lexicon, 
1736. 

1  now  propose  to  name  some  of  the  principal  works  and  papers  upon 
the  subject,  which  have  occurred  to  my  reading  and  observation  since 
the  year  1817.  I  shall  present  diem  as  they  have  occurred  to  me,  with- 
out regard  to  date  or  order.  I  think  that  even  this  slight  review  wiH 
show  that  the  physicians  of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  have 
not  been  idle  spectators  of  the  ravages  of  one  of  the  most  terrific  scourges 
which  has  ever  afflicted  the  human  race. 

Most  of  our  standard  works  upon  the  Practice  of  Physic  treat  upon 
the  subject  of  cholera,  and  some  of  them  most  scientifically  and  elabo- 
rately. The  following  are  within  my  recollection,  and  the  volumes  are 
principally  before  me.  Good's  Study  of  Medicine,  5  vols.,  1829  ;  Mc 
In  tosh's  Practice,  2  vols.,  1837  ;  Tweedie's  Library  of  Practical  Medi- 
cine, 5  vols.,  1839;  Peixotto's  Gregory  ;  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medi- 
cine, 4  vols.,  1845;  Copland's  Medical  Dictionary,  5  vols,  published  ; 
Watson's  Practice,  Notes  by  Condie,  1845. 

In  1832,  F.  Boisseau,  of  France,  published  an  elaborate  and  valuable 
work  on  cholera,  which  was  translated  by  Dr.  Gunning  S.  Bedford,  of 
New  York,  and  pretty  extensively  circulated  throughout  the  United 
States.  It  contains  a  valuable  history  of  the  origin,  cause  and  treatment 
of  the  complaint,  with  an  account  of  many  writers  upon  it  whom  I  have 
not  enumerated. 

The  same  year  a  Report  on  Epidemic  Cholera  was  drawn  up  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  of  which  Dr.  James 
Jackson,  of  Boston,  was  Chairman.  This  occupies  a  volume  of  190 
pages,  with  two  maps  of  its  progress,  one  of  them  colored. 

The  same  year  Schouttetten,  Adjunct  Professor  of  the  School  of 
Medicine  at  Strasburg,  published  a  Medical  and  Topographical  History 
of  the  Cholera  Morbus,  with  a  large  colored  map  of  its  progress,  a  work 
of  100  pages,  and  a  most  valuable  production.  This  was  followed,  the 
same  year,  by  a  volume  of  Practical  Observations  on  Cholera  Asphyxia, 
with  an  Appendix,  by  James  B.  Kirk,  M.D.  Next,  a  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  of  which  Dr.  D,  Francis 
Condie  was  Chairman.  Then,  the  same  year,  a  most  interesting  dis- 
course, as  an  introductory  lecture,  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera  Morbus  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  by  Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D. 

Report  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera  of  the  Presidency  of  Bengal,  in 
1817,  1818,  1819.  Drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Government,  by  James 
Jameson,  M.D.,  with  a  map,  1831. 

Sketches  of  the  most  prevalent  Diseases  of  India,  and  the  epidemic 
cholera  of  the  East,  with  a  map,  by  James  Annesley,  1831. 

Treatise  on  Cholera  Asphyxia,  or  epidemic  cholera,  as  it  appeared  in 
Asia,  and  more  recently  in  Europe,  by  Geo.  Hamilton  Bell,  1831. 

A  History  of  the  Contagious  Cholera,  with  two  maps,  by  James 
Kennedy,  M.D. 
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Quelques  Reflexions  sur  le  Cholera  Morbus,  by  Dr.  Jachnichen,  Mos- 
cow, 1831. 

History  of  the  Epidemic  Spasmodic  Cholera  of  Russia,  by  Bissett 
Hawkins,  London,  1831. 

Facts  and  Observations  on  Spasmodic  Cholera,  by  the  Board  of  Health, 
Quebec,  1832. 

Information  for  the  People  on  Cholera  ;  including  a  sketch  of  its  His- 
tory, Prevention  and  Treatment.    Philadelphia,  1832. 

Report  on  the  Epidemic  Cholera  in  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George. 
Drawn  up  by  the  order  of  government,  by  William  Scott,  1824. 

Traite  Pratique,  Theoriqueet  Statistique,  du  Cholera  Morbus  de  Paris, 
par  J.  Bouillaud,  Paris,  1842. 

Hints  to  the  People  on  the  Prevention  and  Early  Treatment  of  Spas- 
modic Cholera,  by  C.  R.  Gilman,  M.D.,  New  York,  1832. 

Remarks  on  the  Cholera,  embracing  Facts  and  Observations  collected 
at  New  York  during  a  visit  to  that  city  expressly  for  the  purpose. 
Providence,  1832. 

Etude  du  Cholera  Morbus  en  Angleterre  et  en  Ecosse,  pendant  les 
mois  de  Janvier  et  Fevrier,  1832,  par  le  Professeur  J.  Delpech,  Paris. 

Monographic  du  Cholera  Morbus  Epidemique  de  Paris,  par  A.  N. 
Gendrin,  D.M.    Paris,  1832. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Kappa  Lambda  Society,  New  York, 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  an  account  of  the  mode  of  treatment  of  the 
Epidemic  Cholera,  June.  Together  with  an  additional  account  presented 
August  15,  1832. 

Cholera  as  it  has  recently  appeared  in  the  towns  of  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead,  by  F.  M.  Greenhow,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.    Lon.,  1832. 

Du  Cholera  Morbus  de  Cologne,  par  M.  le  Marechal  Due  de  Dalmatie. 
Ministre  de  la  Guerre.    Paris,  1832. 

Sketch  of  the  Progress  of  the  Malignant  or  Epidemic  Cholera,  from 
its  arrival  in  America.  With  tables  illustrative  of  its  progress  in  the 
principal  cities  it  has  visited.    By  Edward  Warren,  M.D.   Boston,  1832. 

The  Cholera  Spasmodica  as  observed  in  Paris  in  1832.  By  Ashbel 
Smith,  M.D.,  of  North  Carolina. 

A  Treatise  on  Epidemic  Cholera  ;  including  an  Historical  Account  of 
its  Origin  and  Progress  to  the  present  period.  Compiled  from  the  most 
authentic  sources.    By  A.  Brigham,  M.D.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  1832. 

These  are  the  principal  works  upon  cholera  which  I  have  seen  in  the 
book  or  pamphlet  form.  Many  other  most  valuable  monographs  and 
papers  have  been  noticed  in  our  most  useful  periodical  Medical  Journals. 
I  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  of 
these  which  I  have  read. 

Dr.  Miner's  Remarks  on  Cholera  ;  Cholera  in  Boston  ;  Cholerography 
and  Cholera  in  Massachusetts,  may  be  found  in  the  September  No., 
for  1832,  of  the  "  Boston  Medical  Magazine,"  where,  also,  may  be 
found  Letters  on  Cholera,  by  Baron  Dupuytren  ;  do.  by  Dr.  Ochel,  of 
Petersburg;  do.  by  Mr.  Lira;  also  an  account  of  Saline  Injections  in 
Cholera. 

In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  VIl.,for  1832, 
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may  be  found  the  following  papers,  among  others,  on  cholera.  Dr.  Mor- 
gan on  Spotted  Fever  and  Malignant  Cholera  ;  Lee  on  the  Cholera  Oint- 
ment ;  Typhus  and  Cholera,  by  Thomas  Miner,  M.D. ;  Cholera  at  New- 
port, by  William  Turner ;  Saline  Injections  in  Cholera  ;  Malignant 
Cholera,  with  Dissections  ;  Miner  on  the  Malignant  Cholera  of  New- 
London  ;  Free  Oil  in  the  Blood  of  Cholera  patients,  by  Martyn  Paine, 
M.D.  ;  Treatment  of  Cholera,  by  Dr.  Buchanan  ;  Cases  of  Cholera  in 
Boston  ;  Effects  of  Inhaling  Cholera  Effluvium  ;  Pathological  Variety  of 
Cholera,  by  M.  Paine  ;  Sequelae  of  Cholera  at  Albany ;  Spasmodic 
Cholera,  by  J.  A.  Allen,  M.D. ;  Cases  of  Cholera  treated  by  Saline 
Injections,  by  J.  G.  Stevenson,  M.D.  ;  Astringents  in  Cholera,  by  Dr. 
Eastman  ;  Saline  injections,  by  Dr.  E.  J.  Davis  ;  Sulphate  of  Copper 
in  Cholera,  by  Dr.  J.  Marsh  ;  Comparative  Treatment  of  Cholera,  by 
Dr.  Blossey  ;  Recovery  from  Collapse  of  Cholera,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Howard  ; 
Isolated  Cases  of  Cholera,  by  Jonathan  Ware  and  L.  W.  Sherwin  ;  A 
Ray  of  Light  on  the  Cause  and  Cure  of  Cholera. 

In  Vol.  VIII.  of  the  same — History  of  the  Cholera  in  Montreal,  by 
M.  Paine  ;  Cartwright  on  Asiatic  Cholera  ;  Changes  of  the  Blood  in 
Cholera,  by  B.  F.  Rose  ;  Quebec  Report  on  Cholera ;  Choleric 
Diarrhoea  ;  After  Thoughts  on  Cholera,  by  Senex  ;  Remarks  on  Cho- 
lera, by  the  same  ;  Cases  of  Cholera,  by  Dr.  C.  Hooker. 

In  Vol.  IX. — Bleeding  in  Cholera  ;  Cholera  in  India,  in  London,  at 
the  West,  at  Merrimac  ;  Pathology  of  Cholera  ;  Cholera  produced  by 
Rice. 

In  Vol.  XI. — Re-appearance  of  Cholera  in  London  ;  Mortality  of, 
at  Cincinnati  ;  do.  in  Fulton,  Ohio  ;  Colchicum  in  Cholera. 

In  Vol.  XIII.  and  other  Vols,  to  XXX  V. — Remarks  on  Cholera,  by 
Dr.  Richard  Sexton  ;  History  of  Cholera  in  New  Orleans  ;  Acetate  of 
Lead  in  Cholera,  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Price  ;  Notice  of  Dr.  Seeger's  Lecture 
on  Cholera  ;  C.  B.  Williams  on  Bilious  Cholera  ;  Cholera,  its  Nature 
and  Treatment. 

In  the  American  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  IX. — Reviews  of  Jameson, 
Annesley,  Bell,  Kennedy,  Jaennichen,  and  Bissett  Hawkins,  on  Cholera  ; 
Violent  Cholera  at  Clapham. 

In  Vol.  X. — Review  of  Wm.  Lefevre  on  Cholera  ;  Document  of 
Central  Board  of  Health  ;  Horner  on  Cholera  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship 
John  Adams  ;  Epidemic  Cholera  at  Paris,  by  Drs.  Pennock  and  Ger- 
hard ;  Young  on  the  Cholera  Morbus ;  Magendie's  Treatment  of  it ; 
Petitt's  Treatment  ;  Non-purgative  Salts  in  ;  Saline  Injections  ;  Lizars  on 
the  Pathological  Appearances  ;  Cholera  and  its  Treatment;  Treatment 
of  Cholera,  by  the  Polish  Physicians  ;  Chemical  Analysis  of  the  Blood 
in  Cholera  Patients ;  Reports  of  the  Cholera  at  Dantzic  ;  Mustard  in 
Cholera  ;  Eve  on  Asiatic  Cholera ;  Dr.  John  Ware  on  the  Cholera  of 
New  York ;  Lee  on  the  Cholera  Ointment  ;  Cholera  Blood. 

In  Vol.  XII — Reviews  of  Scott,  Dalmatie,  Greenhow,  Kirk,  Delpech, 
Bouillaud  and  Goodwin,  on  Cholera  ;  Physiological  Treatment  of  Cho- 
lera ;  Historical  Examination  of  Epidemic  Cholera  at  Paris  ;  Salines  and 
Cold  Affusions  in  Cholera  ;  German  or  Camphor  Method  of  Treatment ; 
Baxley's  Report  on  Cholera  in  the  Maryland  Infirmary ;  McNaughton's 
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Letter  to  Dr.  Spencer  ;  Post-Mortem  Appearances  in  Cholera  ;  Cholera 
Statistics  of  Philadelphia  ;  Mortality  of  Cholera  in  Quebec  ;  Prof.  S. 
Jackson  on  Cholera  ;  Zabriskie  on  Cholera  ;  Bronson  on  the  Chlorides 
in  Cholera  ;  Spontaneous  Origin  of  Cholera. 

In  Vol.  XIII.  and  succeeding  Vols,  to  III.  New  Series — Review  of 
Ayer  and  Spencer  on  Cholera ;  Pathology  of  Cholera,  by  Dr.  Charles 
A.  Lee  ;  Dickson  on  the  Communicability  of  Cholera  ;  Kickeley  on  the 
Cholera  of  Folly  Island,  Charleston,  S.  C.  ;  On  the  Cholera  of  Russia, 
Prussia,  and  Austria,  by  Gerandin  and  Gainard  ;  Cassanova  on  Cholera  ; 
C.  A.  Lee,  on  do. ;  Horner  on  the  Anatomical  Characters  of  Cholera  ; 
West's  Case  of  Cholera ;  Bowron  on  the  Original  Causes  of  Cholera  ; 
KirkhofF  on  Cholera  ;  Leo,  on  do. :  Saline  Injections  in  Cholera  ;  Forrey 
on  Epidemic  Cholera. 

In  the  New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  Vol.  II — Dickson  on  Asiatic 
Cholera,  with  a  Map  ;  Cholera,  Report  on  ;  Nature  and  Seat  of;  Chlo- 
roform in  ;  Vapor  Baths  in  ;  Remarks  on  its  Propagation  ;  Treatment  of. 

It  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Ecaminer,  Vol.  IV.  New  Series — Treat- 
ment of  Cholera ;  Naphtha,  a  Cure  for :  Key  to  Cholera  by  Maxwell  ; 
Progress  of  Cholera  in  the  United  States  (Vol.  V.). 

In  Rankings  Abstract,  Vol.  II.,  1846 — Treatment  of  Cholera,  by 
McGregor  and  Jephson. 

In  the  JSew  York  Annalist,  1^48-9 — Cholera  at  St.  Petersburg; 
Cholera  and  Quarantine  ;  Cholera,  Mode  of  Propagation  and  Treatment. 

In  the  Scalpel,  1649 — Cholera. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  perceive  some  more  articles  upon  the  cho- 
lera in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  this  year — one  from 
Dr.  Page,  of  Louisiana,  in  the  number  for  July  4th ;  also  a  notice  of  a 
volume  upon  cholera,  by  Ambrose  Tardieu,  of  Paris,  which  is  ably 
reviewed  in  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner  for  July.  I  also  per- 
ceive that  Dr.  J.  P.  Batchekler,  of  New  York,  has  recently  written  a 
work  upon  cholera. 

Deerfield,  Mass.,  July  6th,  1849. 


SKETCHES  OF  EMINENT  LIVINCx  PHYSICIANS. — NO.  VIII. 
WILLIAM  GIBSON,  M.D. 
[Concluded  from  page  500.) 


"  Loquere  ;  hoc  vitium  commune,  loqiJatur 
TJt  nemo ;  at  tensa  declamitet  omnia  voce, 
Tu  loquere  ;  nt  mos  est  hominum  ;  boat  et  latrat  ille, 
Ille  ululat;  rudit  hie  ;  (fari  si  talia  dignum  est) 
Non  hominem  vox  ulla  sonat  ratione  loquentem." 

Joannes  Lucas,  de  Gestu  et  Voce,  lib.  it. 

To  Dr.  Gibson  is  due  the -credit  of  introducing,  in  Philadelphia,  a  chaste, 
off-hand  style  of  lecturing  upon  surgery,  which  has  been  followed  and  imi- 
tated by  a  large  number  of  teachers,  both  in  this  city  and  elsewhere.  To 
a  vast  fund  of  knowledge,  in  the  fine  arts,  literature  and  languages,  he  adds 
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a  happy  faculty  of  expression,  which  make  him  a  very  ready  and  agreeable 
lecturer.  Standing  (according  to  ancient  rule)  with  his  feet  moderately 
separated,  or  with  his  right  foot  thrown  forward,  resting  upon  the  left  ;  the 
index  finger  of  the  right  hand  placed  upon  the  palm  or  across  the  two  first 
fingers  of  the  left  hand,  or  with  the  left  hand  in  the  right  breast,  while  the 
right  hand  sways  a  small  rattan  upwards  and  downwards  and  in  other  direc- 
tions, he  speaks  straight  forward  and  to  the  purpose — like  a  race-horse  well 
trained,  he  moves  steadily  onward,  as  soon  as  the  moment  for  action  ar- 
rives. His  language  is  pure  and  classical,  flowing  readily,  as  if  written  ; 
anecdote,  cases,  descriptions,  quotations,  all  flow  out  in  one  continuous 
stream  ;  and  the  listener  feels  sure  that  nothing  is  or  will  be  said  in  vain. 
Nor  is  there,  as  is  sometimes  the  case  (where  the  speaker  is  said  to  have  a 
diarrhoea  of  words),  a  repetition  of  paragraphs  or  several  sentences — merely 
to  gain  mental  breathing  time,  the  mind  having  gone,  in  the  noise  and 
bustle  of  the  moment,  "  wool-satherin£."  His  demonstrations  of  the 
anatomy  of  hernia,  the  structure  of  aneurisms,  and  all  surgical  diseases, 
are  always  accurate  and  to  the  purpose. 

Doubtless,  the  habit  of  extemporaneous  speaking  predisposes  him  to 
neglect  his  pen — which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  kk  Principles  of  Sur- 
gery "  is  a  model  in  composition,  as  far  as  the  arrangement  of  the  mat- 
rer  and  the  description  of  cases  go,  and  proves  that  he  can  write 
well  and  graphically.  That  he  can  write  and  speak  honestly,  the  first 
sentence  quoted  in  these  sketches,  with  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with 
his  lectures  and  writings,  will  abundantly  prove.  There  was,  when  Dr. 
G.  first  came  to  Philadelphia,  a  strong  tendency  to  hide  unsuccessful  cases 
in  surgery  and  medicine,  and  to  blazon  forth  the  more  successful  ones. 
Dr.  G.'s  great  predecessor  was,  we  fear,  amenable  to  the  first  charge, 
and  feared  the  effect  of  the  want  of  success  in  practice  on  the  public 
mind.  Who  ever  hears  of  Dr.  Physick's  failures  ?  Was  he  perfect  1 
The  fear  of  failure  induced  the  father  of  American  surgery  to  be  very 
cautious  in  selecting  his  cases,  and  to  shun  all  doubtful  ones,  preferring 
to  retain  his  own  reputation  unsullied,  to  experimenting,  and  subjecting  it 
to  the  inevitable  effects  of  failure.  After  all,  this  is  the  true  policy  both 
in  medicine  and  war.  A  man,  to  be  considered  truly  great,  must  never 
have  been  beaten,  at  least  the  people  must  think  so.  It  was  this  feeling 
that  carried  Napoleon's  eagles  over  all  Europe.  Neither  the  public  nor 
the  profession  will  give  a  man  credit  for  an  experiment  which  fails,  al- 
though it  may  be  the  means  of  establishing  a  principle  in  medicine,  war 
or  politics,  of  infinite  value  to  the  community.  Dr.  Gibson  has  shown 
himself  above  this,  and  for  the  good  of  science  has  even  subjected  his 
fair  reputation  to  misconstruction.  The  truly  great  alone,  can  appreciate 
this  kind  of  courage — 'tis  the  courage  of  the  true  martyr,  and  he  will  reap 
his  reward. 

But  to  return  to  Dr.  G.  as  a  teacher.  He  appears  to  the  writer,  in  the 
following  remarks,  to  be  describing  himself  very  accurately  ;  at  least,  after 
listening  for  many  years  to  Prof.  G.'s  instructions,  and  critically  examin- 
ing his  modus  loquendi  ei  docendi;  we  are  disposed  to  finish  this  part  of 
our  sketch  by  making  the  quotation  from  the  above  introductory  lecture. 

"  But  to  constitute  an  able  and  successful  lecturer,  in  the  common  ac- 
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ceptation  of  the  term,  in  any  department  of  medical  science,  there  should 
be  from  nature,  an  easy,  quiet  and  composed  demeanor,  a  simplicity  of 
thought  and  action  devoid  of  all  affectation,  a  manner  free  from  embar- 
rassment of  every  description,  a  clear  and  distinct  enunciation,  a  voice 
sufficiently  powerful  to  reach  the  most  distant  hearers,  susceptible 
of  modulation,  marked  by  peculiar  intonation,  so  regulated  in  its  ca- 
dence as  never  to  terminate  abruptly,  and  with  great  capability  of  empha- 
sis, whenever  the  necessity  for  such  a  power  may  be  called  in  requisition. 
If  to  these  natural  attribute!  be  joined  good  common  sense,  steadiness  of 
purpose,  a  laudable  ambition  to  excel,  a  nutural  love  or  turn  for  the  sub- 
ject to  be  taught,  that  will  cause  the  bosom  of  the  speaker  to  glow  with 
enthusiasm,  and  enable  him  to  rouse  and  keep  alive  the  attention  of  his 
hearers,  and  fix  it  upon  important  points  which  he  wishes  to  imprint  inde- 
libly upon  the  memory,  while  he  descants  soberly  and  quietly,  and  in 
the  plainest  possible  style  of  elocution  upon  common-place  topics  ;  if,  I 
repeat,  to  these  natural  qualifications  there  be  added  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  best  authorities  of  the  profession,  ancient  and  modern,  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  result  of  experience  or  personal  observa- 
tion, associated  with  the  power,  rarely  possessed,  of  separating  the  useful 
from  the  useless,  of  winnowing  the  chaff  from  the  grain,  joined  to  pecu- 
liar tact  in  presenting  in  the  most  palatable,  but  most  solid  form,  every 
intellectual  viand,  garnished  by  the  dainties  that  a  liberal  education  can 
always  throw  around,  such  qualifications  are  sure  to  be  followed  by  suc- 
cess, and  will  in  every  possible  way  richly  deserve  it." 

The  doctor  argues  strongly  against  specialities,  and  then  proceeds  to 
state,  that  a  lecturer  must  of  necessity  be  devoted  to  a  speciality.  He 
must  teach,  and  will  necessarily  practise,  one  branch  of  his  profession,  and 
obtain  eminence  in  this  branch  alone.  Cato's  opinion  is,  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  Pharisaical  pretence  in  the  admonitions  which  students  hear 
about  this  subject,  as  well  as  that  called  quackery — and  that  the  thief 
generally  shouts  stop  thief  the  loudest. 

Dr.  G.  is  about  five  feet  seven  inches  high  ;  broad,  somewhat  round 
shouldered  ;  has  a  keen  gray  eye,  a  large  head,  carried  a  little  forwards — 
covered  with  gray  hair,  which  he  says  did  not  become  so  by  years, 

"  Nor  grow  it  white 
In  a  single  night, 

As  men's  have  grown  from  sudden  fears." 

His  step  is  agile  and  elastic,  betokening  little  of  the  debility  of  increasing 
years.  In  fact,  as  he  well  remarks,  men  are  to  be  judged  of  in  reference 
to  their  age,  not  by  their  years,  but  by  their  constitution — his  is  a  good 
one,  and  he  bears  his  old  age  "  frosty  but  kindly." 

Thus  much  Fve  said,  I  trust  without  offence  5 
Let  no  court  sycophant  pervert  m}-  sense, 
Nor  sly  informer  watch  these  words  to  draw 
Within  the  reach  of  treason  or  the  law.'' 

Cato. 
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THE  MEDICINAL  PROPERTIES  OF  SULPHUR. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Of  late,  Sulphur  has  gained  a  reputation  which,  if  true,  would  class  it 
among  the  most  useful  medicines  known  to  mankind.  Still,  if  its  recent  re- 
putation, as  a  specific  for  cholera,  be  unfounded,  we  think  it  has  medical 
properties  which  have  been  entirely  overlooked  amid  the  multiplicity  of 
new  remedials  and  compounds,  that  are  daily  being  discovered.  Perhaps 
there  has  been  too  great  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  physicians  to  leave 
the  well-known  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  and  take  up  with  the  new. 
The  last  discovered  compound  is  too  apt  to  enlist  forthwith  its  thousand 
advocates,  and  its  praises  are  lauded  over  hill  and  dale,  long  before  its  true 
medicinal  virtues  have  been  established.  Many  excellent  old  medicines, 
therefore,  have  been  buried  up  amid  the  splendor  of  the  new,  and  their 
qualities  have  lain  mostly  concealed  from  the  world,  or  are  too  slow 
to  receive  their  just  merits.  Sulphur,  we  think,  is  one  of  these  unjustly 
proscribed  medicines. 

It  is  true,  sulphur  is  now  used,  and  has  been  long  familiar  to  the  medical 
world — its  virtues  pretty  well  established,  its  effects  as  a  remedy  long 
confessed.  Dioscorides  informs  us  that  it  is  good  in  coughs  ;  Hippocrates 
employed  it  in  "  hysteria,  accompanied  with  coughing,  by  the  way  of 
fumigation  ;"  it  has  had  its  worshippers  in  every  age — and  it  is  well 
known  that  it  holds  an  important  place  among  those  invaluable  domestic 
remedies  "  for  purifying  the  blood  and  cleansing  the  system  from  its  im- 
purities." And,  we  truly  believe,  if  it  were  more  generally  used,  instead 
of  many  substances  which  irritate  and  disturb  the  animal  economy,  or  in- 
stead of  those  numerous  nostrums  that  throng  almost  every  village,  like  so 
many  demons,  to  steal  away  our  life  blood,  and  multiply  our  chances  of 
destruction,  it  would  greatly  enrich  the  health  of  every  community,  and 
be  a  marked  benefit  to  suffering  humanity. 

In  an  article  necessarily  so  brief  as  this,  we  shall  not  enter  upon  the 
history  of  sulphur.  It  is  easily  distinguished  by  every  one,  and  found  in 
sufficient  purity  in  every  town  for  medical  purposes.  We  shall  simply 
confine  ourselves  to  its  medicinal  properties,  dwelling  principally  upon  its 
more  prominent  characteristics  as  a  medicine.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  objects  for  which  it  may  with  benefit  be  administered. 

As  a  Laxative  and  Cathartic. — Sulphur  in  small  doses  loosens  the 
bowels,  and  produces  not  a  strong  impression  upon  the  system,  giving  tone 
to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  when  impaired 
by  disease  and  indigestion,  and  promoting  the  appetite.  In  diseases  of  the 
rectum,  it  has  long  been  given,  especially  in  hemorrhoids,  as  a  safe  and 
profitable  remedy.  In  larger  doses  it  acts  as  a  purgative.  With  some 
persons  it  excites  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines  to  so  great  a  de- 
gree, as  not  to  afford  time  for  proper  digestion  of  the  food  ;  but,  as  a  ca- 
thartic, it  possesses  no  higher  qualifications  than  numerous  other  substan- 
ces for  this  purpose,  unless  we  except  its  gentleness  and  harmlessness. 

As  a  Diaphoretic. — This  quality  has  long  been  ascribed  to  sulphur. 
When  taken  internally,  it  promotes  the  secretions  of  the  skin  and  kidneys, 
and  causes  insensible  perspiration.    It  seems  to  pass  through  the  whole 
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body,  and  is  manifestly  transfused  through  the  pores  of  the  skin,  as  appears 
from  the  sulphurous  smell  of  persons  in  the  habit  of  taking  it,  and  also 
from  silver  about  the  person  imbibing  a  blackish  cast,  known  to  be  the 
effects  of  the  fumes  of  sulphur.  Its  power,  as  a  diaphoretic,  lies  in  its 
ability  to  increase  the  animal  heat,  and  quicken  the  circulation.  In  acute 
cases,  therefore,  it  is  contra-indicated. 

Stimulo-Expectorant. — We  have  already  alluded  to  its  reputation  as  an 
expectorant,  and  its  healthful  influences  in  lung  complaints.  Sulphur  has 
long  been  recommended  in  asthma,  and  other  disorders  of  the  lungs  of  a 
chronic  character.  In  some  stages  of  phthisis,  especially  when  the  cir- 
culation is  slow,  it  must  be  exceedingly  valuable.  But  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  its  beneficial  effects  in  chronic  complaints  of  the  lungs  reside, 
in  part,  in  its  laxative  and  cathartic  properties.  However,  during  the  17th 
century,  "  it  was  termed,  by  way  of  eminence,  the  Balsam,"  in  diseases 
of  the  lungs,  "  producing  copious  expectoration,  and  removing  effete 
matter  from  those  organs  occasioned  by  disease."  In  the  acute  disorders 
of  the  lungs  it  cannot  be  safely  administered,  on  account  of  its  stimulat- 
ing tendency.  In  fact,  it  should  not  be  continued  for  a  length  of  time  in 
any  case,  if  we  would  avoid  its  stimulating  action.  Sulphur  now  is  seldom 
prescribed  for  pulmonary  diseases. 

But  in  cutaneous  affections,  sulphur  stands  pre-emiment,  effecting 
manifestly  more,  with  less  injury  to  the  system,  than  any  discovered  me- 
dicine. Unlike  chloride  of  mercury,  and  other  preparations  of  mercury,  it 
does  not  beget  in  the  system  that  irritation  and  those  unhealthy  effects 
which  these  medicines  have  upon  the  system  of  some  persons  when  long 
continued.  Its  mildness  and  its  efficiency  are  its  best  recommendations. 
To  sulphur  has  long  been  given  the  name  of  specific  in  herpes,  psora,  and 
cutaneous  diseases  generally ;  and  the  only  reason  it  has  not  been  more 
generally  used,  is  its  disagreeable  odor.  This,  however,  may  be  disguised, 
so  as  to  check  it  entirely  in  its  external  application,  by  the  addition  to 
the  common  sulphur  ointment  of  a  few  drops  of  the  oil  of  bergamot. 

The  form  in  which  it  is  administered,  both  externally  and  internally,  is 
various.  The  sulphur  baths,  the  sulphurous  water,  are  resorted  to  by  in- 
valids ;  and  many  persons  have  obtained  much  assistance  from  these  in 
cutaneous  diseases — diseases  of  the  digestive  organs,  chronic  catarrhs, 
(when  it  is  necessary  to  stimulate  the  mucous  membrane  of  bronchia?, 
and  of  the  pulmonary  cells.)  hypochondriasis,  torpor  of  the  intestines, 
and  visceral  obstructions.  Finally,  they  have  been  for  some  time  cele- 
brated for  relieving  those  afflicted  with  chronic  rheumatism,  gout,  and 
diseases  of  the  joints. 

Within  a  short  period,  sulphur  has  been  successful  in  the  treatment  of 
scrofula,  possessing  qualities  in  this  respect  hitherto  but  little  appreciated. 
Dr.  Bulley,  of  England,  has  employed  it  in  a  scrofulous  enlargement  of 
the  knee-joint,  combined  with  carb.  ferri,  with  complete  success.  Its  ef- 
fects in  scrofula  are  to  accelerate  the  capillary  circulation,  so  that  pa- 
tients feel  a  degree  of  warmth  in  the  extremities.  "  Patients,"  remarks 
Dr.  B.,  "  visiting  Paris,  Barege,  the  Eaux-Bonnes,  and  other  places,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  natural  sulphurous  waters,  have  frequently  ex- 
perienced this  same  sensation  of  warmth  after  using  them  in  moderate 
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doses.  If  sulphur  internally  has  the  ability  to  generate  heat,  and  to  equal- 
ize the  general  circulation  (of  which  we  have  no  doubt),  it  must  be  an 
indispensable  medicine  in  the  cure  of  diseases  of  the  lymphatic  system, 
and  especially  in  the  earlier  stages  of  scrofulous  disorder,  when  the  disease 
is  characterized  by  general  coldness  of  the  extremities  and  cutaneous  sur- 
face. And  it  must  be  equally  good  to  supply  the  constant  drain  of  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  always  going  on  in  these  diseases  to  a  great  degree. 
Though  the  power  of  sulphur  over  scrofula  has  been  but  recently  brought 
into  notice,  still  its  great  alterative  properties  have  been  universally  ac- 
knowledged by  every  medical  man.  Even  200  years  ago  it  was  used  to 
discuss  scrofulous  tumors  and  swellings,  and  to  produce  an  healthy  action 
in  ulcers  most  frequently  found  upon  persons  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis. 

The  formula  which  Dr.  B.  thinks  best  for  internal  use,  is  as  follows, — 
R.  Sulphuris  purificat.,  gr.  v.  ad  x.  ;  syr.  simp.,  5  j. ;  aquae,  3  ij. ;  bene 
terendo,  ft.  haust.,  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  per  day  in  a  tumbler  of 
milk. 

Before  closing  this  article,  it  is  necessary  to  say  something  of  the  pow- 
er of  this  remedial  agent  over  cholera.  We  cannot  believe  that  it  is  a 
specific  for  this  disease — it  may  be  classed  among  its  remedies,  if  any  we 
have,  and  no  higher  merit  can  be  safely  ascribed  to  it.  It  Aas*  power  to 
destroy  ozone ;  but  that  ozone  produces  cholera,  remains  to  be  proved  by 
more  extensive  experiments  and  observations  than  have  been  made  as 
yet  by  physicians  and  chemists.  If  sulphur  has  such  remarkable  qualities, 
we  should  think  the  ravages  of  this  cruel  disease  would  be  checked.  In 
many  places,  where  it  has  been  and  is  now  raging  to  an  alarming  extent, 
has  long  been  heard  the  false  fame  of  the  remedial  power  of  sulphur  ;  yet  it 
has  not  stayed  the  progress  and  the  fatality  of  the  disease.  Still  there 
may  be  efficacy  in  sulphur  and  charcoal.  We  certainly  hope  so,  but  the 
proof  is  all  against  it.  Even  in  those  villages  around  the  volcanic  regions 
of  Italy,  whose  atmosphere  is  saturated  with  sulphurous  vapor ;  and  in 
Glasgow,!  Scotland,  where  large  quantities  6f  sulphuric  acid  are  manu- 
factured, the  cholera  has  appeared,  doing  its  work  of  death,  as  fatally  as 
in  other  places  less  accustomed  to  the  fumes  of  sulphur. 

Dover,  N.  if.,  July,  1849.  T.  J.  W.  Pray. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.   AUGUST  1,    184  9. 


Imaginary  Diseases. — A  communication  in  the  New  York  Annalist, 
from  our  respected  correspondent,  Dr.  Williams,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.,  brings 
to  recollection  analogous  cases  of  imaginary  syphilitic  taints,  in  which  we 
have  occasionally  been  consulted.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  certainly  a  very 
extraordinary  affair  for  a  most  strictly  upright  man  or  woman,  whose 
lives  would  bear  the  severest  moral  scrutiny,  to  become  suddenly  possessed 


*See  Prof.  Schonbein's  remarks  on  Ozone, 
t  New  York  Tribune,  July  7th,  1849. 
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of  the  idea  that  they  had  the  venereal  disease.  When  this  hallucination 
takes  possession  of  the  mind,  such  is  its  extreme  tenacity,  that  it  is  rarely 
wholly  subdued.  Even  when  assurance  and  reason  amount  to  a  supposed 
victory  over  false  impressions,  the  old  fiend  of  the  imagination  is  some- 
times unexpectedly  recalled,  and  the  resources  of  those  who  exclusively 
minister  to  the  insane,  fail  of  restoring  the  patient  to  the  influence  of 
reason. 

Some  years  since,  a  middle-aged  man,  of  gentlemanly  address,  whose 
name  and  residence  are  still  unknown,  consulted  the  editor  in  regard  to 
the  "  remnants  of  syphilis  "  which  had  been  lurking  in  his  system  for  a 
long  while.  He  paid  liberally,  and  invariably  insisted  upon  having  a  large 
stock  of  medicine  put  up  at  the  druggist's,  as  he  resided  two  or  three  days 
travel  from  Boston.  An  examination  of  the  throat,  indicated  particularly  as 
the  point  of  manifestation,  gave  no  evidence  of  disease  whatever  ;  but  the  cir- 
cumstantial description  gravely  given  of  the  sensation  there,  led  to  the 
supposition  that  an  ulceration  might  exist  in  the  obscure  region  of  the  ton- 
sils, and  medicine  was  therefore  prescribed,  and  he  returned  home.  When 
the  phials  and  pill-boxes  were  exhausted,  he  returned,  but  nobetier,  and  con- 
sequently he  was  replenished,  and  again  left  the  city.  A  third  or  fourth 
visit  accidentally  led  to  the  discovery  that  he  was  altogether  an  imaginary 
sufferer,  and  a  full  explanation  was  made  to  him  of  the  fact.  He  appeared 
delighted  with  the  announcement, — and  at  the  same  time  it  was  pretty 
clearly  ascertained  that  he  had  never  been  exposed,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, to  the  corruption  by  which  he  considered  himself  infected.  At  the 
expiration  of  some  months,  the  unhappy  man  again  visited  Boston,  and  re- 
lated that,  notwithstanding  his  conviction,  when  we  were  last  in  consulta- 
tion, that  he  had  never  had  the  malady  at  all,  he  no  sooner  got  into  the 
street  than  a  desire  to  be  well  prompted  him  to  call  at  that  focus  of  vene- 
real quacks,  Wilson's  Lane,  where  he  was  furnished  most  liberally  with 
anti-syphilitics,  which  he  had  been  taking  freely.  But  this  was  not  the 
worst  of  it — for,  as  he  assured  us,  his  wife  was  confidentially  informed  that 
she  too  had  the  awful  scourge,  and  probably  their  two  young  children.  In 
the  terror  which  this  intelligence  inspired,  with  the  haste  she  evinced  to  be 
speedily  restored  as  secretly  as  possible,  the  three  innocents  were  dosed 
and  drenched,  till,  according  to  the  infatuated  husband's  account,  they  were 
absolutely  going  down  rapidly  to  the  grave,  the  victims  of  his  insanity. 
Emaciation,  wildness  of  expression,  with  a  spirited  declaration  of  a  determi- 
nation to  conquer  or  die  in  the  effort,  marked  the  last  interview  we  ever  had 
with  him.  Various  schemes  were  tried  to  ascertain  the  name  and  residence 
of  this  singular  lunatic,  with  a  view  to  saving  those  who  would  assuredly 
die  under  the  severe  medication  he  imposed,  yet  so  concealed  under  a  sense 
of  shame,  that  no  one  would  probably  know  the  true  cause  of  their  death. 
But  we  were  foiled  in  every  attempt,  and  to  this  day  have  not  the  least 
clue  by  which  to  ascertain  the  ultimate  condition  or  destiny  of  a  family 
that  must  have  been  very  wretched.  Should  any  of  the  readers  of  this 
Journal,  within  one  or  two  hundred  miles  of  Boston,  be  reminded  of  a  chain 
of  mysteries  in  some  family  in  their  neighborhood,  which  this  recital  helps 
to  explain,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  be  furnished  with  the  remainder  of  the 
narrative. 

Another  case,  not  wholly  unlike  the  foregoing,  has  been  under  occasion- 
al advisement  for  about  four  years,  and  the  way  the  patient  is  kept  from 
wasting  his  means  and  injuring  himself  by  the  ready  prescriptions  of  the 
Endicott  St.  and  Wilson  Lane  venereal  doctors,  requires  considerable  tact 
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on  the  part  of  those  who  know  most  about  the  case.  It  is  quite  certain, 
however,  that  he  is  very  frequently  trying  some  newly  invented  remedy 
for  a  disease  that  he  never  had. 


Smith  on  Parturition. — Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  have  republished, 
among  a  vast  number  of  other  excellent  treatises  appertaining  to  the  high- 
est departments  of  practical  medicine,  a  work  new  to  us  in  the  United  States, 
with  this  title,  viz.,  "  Parturition,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of  obste- 
trics, by  W.  Tyler  Smith,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrics  in  the  Hunterian 
School  of  Medicine."  It  is  dedicated  to  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  who,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, would  not  tolerate  any  second  rate  author's  approach.  Dr.  Smith 
prides  himself  particularly  in  having  studied  what  he  calls  reflex  obstetrics. 
He  says,  in  effect,  that  it  is  a  new  branch.  Taking  the  whole  range  of  reflex 
physiology,  the  cause  of  labor  is  only  second  in  importance  to  the  cause  of 
respiration,  and  no  one  had  perceived,  continues  the  learned  writer,  that  the 
relation  of  the  ovarian  nerves  to  parturition  is  the  same  as  the  relation  of 
the  pheumogastic  nerves  to  respiration  :  while  in  the  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  the  genesial  cycles,  in  the  twelfth  lecture,  a  new  field  is  entered 
upon,  altogether  distinct  from  the  reflex  motor  function.  The  volume  is  made 
up  of  26  lectures,  abounding  in  that  wisdom  which  should  be  the  charac- 
teristic of  those  practising  obstetricy.  It  is  thoroughly  and  systematically 
exact,  without  being  soporific  or  unnecessarily  wire-drawn.  Ticknor  &Co., 
Boston,  have  it,  and  physicians  generally  should  have  it  also. 


Cincinnati  Board  of  Health. — By  an  order  of  the  Board,  all  the  physi- 
cians of  the  city  were  required  to  report  the  cause  of  the  death  of  each  per- 
son dying  under  their  care.  As  in  Boston,  there  are  all  shades  of  practi- 
tioners, who  have  no  natural  affinity  for  each  other's  society,  and  certainly 
no  confidence  in  each  other's  system  of  practice.  As  we  understand  the 
affair,  quite  a  number  of  reputable  practitioners  belonged  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  which  issued  the  order  alluded  to.  As  physicians  of  the  old  school, 
they  did  not  recognize  homosopathists,  hydropathists,  or  eclectics,  in  any 
other  light  than  quacks,  but  in  their  official  capacity,  for  not  reporting 
deaths,  such  practitioners  were  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be  prosecuted.  This 
was  an  anomalous  proceeding,  and  the  city  solicitor  seems  to  have  allowed 
the  offenders  to  leave  the  court  before  any  definite  course  was  taken.  In 
the  midst  of  this,  the  discovery  was  made  that  the  Board,  constitutionally, 
could  enforce  no  decree,  as  the  time  of  some  of  the  members  had  expired, 
although  they  were  still  acting.  Upon  this,  seven,  including  four  M.D.'s, 
resigned  their  seats,  and  a  new  organization  followed.  This  was  a  favor- 
able moment  for  the  various  orders  of  practitioners,  pilled  against  each 
other,  and  the  eclectics  against  all ;  and  they  made  the  welkin  ring,  through 
the  papers,  with  their  complaints,  their  boasted  triumphs  over  death,  and  their 
wails  against  an  unrighteous  corporation  and  an  unbelieving  generation. 
Upon  this  manifestation  of  war  among  the  craft,  a  special  committee  of  the 
Common  Council  presented  a  report,  a  paragraph  from  which  is  appended, 
to  show  how  those  strange  and  estranged  men  are  estimated  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

"  These  difficulties  arise  not  only  from  the  nature  of  the  labors  which 
devolve  upon  the  Board,  such  as  the  selection  of  suitable  hospitals  for  the 
sick,  and  making  the  necessary  provisions  for  their  accommodation,  and  at- 
tending to  the  various  complaints  against  nuisances,  but  also  from  the  pe- 
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culiar  jealousies  which  seem  to  belong  to  the  medical  profession.  There 
exists,  unhappily,  different  sects  of  physicians,  between  whom  there  is  an 
impassable  gulf  fixed,  which  keeps  them  forever  asunder.  The  different 
sects  of  religion  are  not  so  irreconcilable  in  their  opposition  to  one  another 
as  are  these  opposing  schools  of  the  healing  art.  Their  hostility  is  so  ex- 
treme as  to  beget  contempt  for  one  another.  The  eclectic,  in  the  eves  of 
the  regular  school  physicians,  is  a  quack  ;  and  the  homoeopath,  in  the  eyes 
of  both  the  eclectic  and  the  regular,  is  an  empiric  ;  while  the  homoeopath, 
in  turn,  looks  upon  the  allopath  as  a  bigot,  irreclaimably  joined  to  his  idols. 
If,  with  the  least  of  all  doses,  the  homoeopath  succeeds  in  effecting  the 
greatest  of  cures,  the  regulars  cry  out,  like  the  Pharisees,  "  Give  God  the 
praise  ;"  these  fellows  are  worse  than  "  sinners"  they  are  quacks,  and  for 
quackery  there  is  no  "  remission." 

The  new  Board  of  Health  appointed  an  "eclectic"  to  the  cholera  hos- 
pital, and  the  result  of  all  was  the  refusal  of  the  regular  physicians  to  report 
their  cases  at  all.  The  empirics,  however,  it  is  said,  reported  more  cases 
of  cholera  than  occurred  in  the  whole  city,  and  nearly  every  one  recovered  ! 


Belmont  Medical  Society. — A  pamphlet  of  the  transactions  of  this  So- 
ciety, has  been  printed  at  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio.  First,  there  is  an  in- 
augural address  by  Dr.  Henry  West,  the  president,  on  Sanguinaria  Cana- 
densis. This  is  a  sensible  and  judicious  discourse.  If  there  is  any  fault 
to  be  found  with  it.  it  is  that  the  remedy  is  represented  to  bejgood  for  too 
many  diseases.  It  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  our  medical  times,  how  the 
best  disciplined  minds  occasionally  run,  with  the  bit  between  the  teeth,  in 
riding  a  hobby.  Blood-root  is,  indeed,  an  excellent  medicine,  and  not 
sufficiently  appreciated  ;  but  it  will  not  raise  the  dead  nor  cure  the  cholera. 
Its  external  application  to  obstinate  old  ulcers,  is  generally  satisfactory,  and 
surprises  those  who  use  it  with  its  immediate  good  effects.  Next,  is  the 
duty  of  physicians,  relative  to  nostrums.  We  anticipate  Dr.  Hoover,  and 
say  distinctly,  let  them  alone.  Medical  ethics,  by  Dr.  Wm.  Estep,  de- 
velopes  no  new  principle.  Well-bred  physicians  are  quite  ashamed  to  quar- 
rel, and  when  they  do,  the  brotherhood  is  ashamed  of  them.  There  never 
was  a  code  that  made  two  bad-tempered,  ambitious,  testy  practitioners  love 
each  other,  especially  when  there  was  any  degree  of  rivalry.  Dr.  Pratt's 
discourse  on  the  teeth,  speaks  well  for  his  researches  into  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  those  organs.  Dr.  Robert  Hamilton's  report  on  quackery 
defines  the  duty  of  physicians  in  sustaining  Dr.  Edwards's  law  for  exclud- 
ing from  ports  of  entry  vile  and  inert  drugs.  Dr.  John  G.  Affleck's  pa- 
per on  improvement  in  medicine,  closes  the  series.  The  Society  has  our 
individual  thanks  for  its  good  example,  as  well  as  for  its  meritorious  lite- 
rary contributions  to  the  archives  of  medical  science.  A  few  more  Bel- 
mont Societies  are  needed  to  spur  up  the  drones — those  fat  people  in  phy- 
sic who  do  nothing  but  pocket  their  fees. 


Cholera  in  Neiv  York. — Dr.  Reese,  Resident  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital, 
whose  extensive  experience  and  ackovvledged  professional  attainments  give 
character  to  anv  opinions  he  may  advance,  has  published  an  instructive 
paper  in  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  of  July  27th,  which  may 
be  read  with  profit  by  the  whole  community.  The  following  is  the  sum 
and  substance  of  his  method  of  treatment: — "  On  the  earliest  appearance 
of  nausea  or  diarrhoea,  the  patient  should  take  the  horizontal  position  in 
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bed,  and  secure  absolute  rest  for  a  few  hours.  If  the  diarrhoea  continue, 
a  teaspoonful  of  the  following-  mixture  may  be  taken  in  cold  water,  and 
repeated  after  every  evacuation  from  the  bowels.  The  same  remedy  and 
dose  may  be  used  if  vomiting:  occurs,  with  or  without  pain  or  cramp,  and 
be  repeated  if  necessary,  swallowing  pieces  of  ice  before  and  after,  and 
drinking1  only  ice  water.  I  give  the  prescription,  which,  I  may  add,  has 
been  successfully  used  in  this  hospital,  and  is  extensively  employed  else- 
where by  those  who  have  seen  its  usefulness  here.  Take  of  sulphuric 
ether  and  compound  spirits  of  lavender,  each  1  oz.  ;  wine  of  opium,  2  drs.  : 
oil  of  cloves,  10  drops  ;  mix.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  for  an  adult,  and  pro- 
portionably  less  for  a  child,  to  be  repeated  as  often  as  necessary.  My  op- 
portunity in  this  hospital  for  employing  this  compound  in  the  diarrhoea, 
vomiting  and  cramps  which  have  prevailed  here  for  months  past  to  an  un- 
paralleled extent,  have  been  ample." 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  catalogue  of  the  Vermont  Med.  College,  for 
1849,  shows  that  the  institution  is  prosperous.  There  were  105  students 
attending  lectures. — According  to  the  Directory,  there  are  641  physicians 
in  the  city  of  New  York. — Dr.  Gates,  ediior  of  the  Valley  Farmer,  died 
at  St.  Louis,  a  few  days  since,  of  cholera.  He  formerly  edited  the  Bur- 
lington Gazette  (Vermont). — A  physician  has  opened  his  office  on  board  an 
Ohio  steamboat. — Dr.  Geo.  H.  Til  I  inghast  has  become  editor  of  the  Pro- 
vidence, R.  I.,  Day  Star. — A  mesmeric  institution  has  been  organized  in 
the  ancient  city  of  Bristol,  Eng.,  of  which  Earl  Ducie  is  president.  He  is 
a  decided  believer  in  all  kinds  of  moonshine. — A  circular  of  the  Mass.  Med. 
College,  for  1849  and  50,  is  ready  for  distribution.  The  prospects  of  the 
institution  are  excellent.  Also,  just  published,  the  circular  of  the  Baltimore 
Dental  College. — The  proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Science,  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1S4S,  are  published. — Forty 
young  gentlemen,  in  attendance  at  the  medical  school  in  Boston,  lately 
took  the  degree  of  M.D.— Dr.  T.  W.  Keen,  of  Rockingham,  N.  C, 
is  a  candidate  for  Congress. — Palmer's  Patent  Leg  Reporter  and  Surgical 
Adjuvant  is  the  title  of  a  new  semi-annual,  published  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
where  the  manufacturing  establishment  of  artificial  limbs  has  been  removed 
from  Meredith,  N.  H.     Why  was  it  not  located  in  Boston  ? 


To  Correspondents. — The  Letter  of  "  Mcdicus  "  to  Rev.  Dr.  ,  and  an  account  of 

the  Cephalometer,  have  been  received. 


Married,— Tn  Madison,  Me.,  Percival  Barton,  M.D.,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Paine,  both  of  North 
Anson,  Me. — Dr.  Smith  Fullor,  of  Uuiontown,  Penn.,  to  Miss  J.  E.  Beggs. — Dr.  J.  P.  Porter,  of 
Decatur,  Indiana,  to  Miss  E.  Nane. — Wm.  M.  Bailey,  M.D.,  of  Plymouth,  Indiana,  to  Miss  M. 
Ackerman. 


Died,— In  New  York.  Dr.  Alexis  Smith,  of  cholera,  49.— At  Beverly,  JV.  J.,  Dr.  J.  B.  War- 
rener. — Tn  Parras.  Mexico,  Dr.  .lames  O'Rilev,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  of  cholera. — At  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Nicholas  W.  Worthington,  M.D.,  "60. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  July  27th,  105.— Males,  60 — females,  45. — 
Of  consumption,  20 — cholera,  10 — disease  of  the  bowels,*13 — cholera  infantum,  4 — scarlet  fever, 
5 — rheumatic  fever,  1 — convulsions,  3 — cholera  morbus,  3 — infantile  diseases,  8 — congestion  of 
brain,  3 — lung  fever,  2 — cancer,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — dropsy,  1 — tumor,  1 — debility, 
% — typhoid  fever,  1—  typhus  fever,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  3 — dysentery,  3 — accidental,  2 — 
drinking  cold  water,  1 — diarrhoea,  4 — dropsy  in  the  head,  2 — hooping  cough,  2— marasmus,  1 — 
disease  of  the  hip,  1 — old  age,  2 — teething,"  1 — brain  fever,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1. 

Under  5  years,  50 — between  5  and  20  years,  12— between  20  and  40  years,  19 — between  40 
and  60  years,  17— over  60  years,  7. 


528  Medical  Intelligence. 


Chicago  Marine  Hospital. — This  institution  now  in  proS^f*  of  erection, 
is  to  be  situated  on  the  point  between  the  river  and  the  lake;  being  the 
ground  occupied  as  a  military  post,  and  will  overlook  the  harbor  so  as  to 
produce  a  beautiful  effect.  The  building  will  front  West  on  Michigan 
avenue,  and  will  be  convenient  to  all  the  marines  of  the  city.  The  build- 
ing will  be  90  feet  6  inches  front  by  12S  feet  6  inches  deep,  three  stories 
high,  above  a  basement,  with  a  cupola  elevated  to  67  feet.  The  appear- 
ance will  be  fine,  and  the  manner  of  its  construction  permanent.  The  base- 
ment will  be  of  stone,  the  other  walls  of  brick.  It  will  contain  forty-eight 
apartments,  besides  water  closets,  bath  rooms,  &c,  and  will  accommodate 
three  hundred  and  fifty  patients.  Thus,  under  the  auspices  of  the  general 
government,  has  been  commenced  a  noble  charity,  whose  blessings  will  be 
felt  and  appreciated  by  the  homeless  mariner,  through  a  long  succession 
of  aires. — X  W.  Medical  Journal. 


The  Concours. — Our  readers  are  aware  that  the  professors  of  the  facultv 
of  medicine  of  Paris,  are  appointed  by  "  concours;"  and  we  have  often  ex- 
pressed our  admiration  of  this  excellent  system  of  securing  the  best  man, 
and  excluding  favoritism.  We  are  sorry  to  perceive,  however,  from  a  late 
transaction,  that  in  Paris,  as  well  as  everywhere  else,  the  best  institutions 
may  be  rendered  abortive  by  abuses  which  creep  in  by  stealth.  It  appears 
that  the  assembled  professors  have  a  right  of  permitting  mutations  of  chairs, 
and  M.  Denonvilliers  has  recently  been  allowed  to  exchange  the  anatomical 
professorship  for  the  chair  of  operations,  thus  defeating  the  intention  of  the 
concours,  by  teaching  a  branch  for  which  he  has  not  competed. — Lancet. 


Vinous  Beverage. — A  French  physician  has  succeeded  in  making  a  very 
agreeable  beverage  with  twenty  pounds  of  the  twigs  and  leaves  of  the  vine, 
and  forty  pounds  of  the  twigs  of  Indian  corn.  These  substances  are  to  be 
crushed  by  the  stones  of  an  oil  mill,  placed  in  a  tub,  and  two  hundred  quarts 
of  water  poured  over  them  ,  when  vinous  fermentation  is  set  up,  after  re- 
peated stirring.  The  vine-leaf  contains  the  fermenting  agent,  and  the  In- 
dian-corn twigs,  sugar,  so  that  alcohol  is  soon  formed,  if  aided  by  heat. 
This  wine  may  of  course  be  colored,  and  its  aroma  and  taste  be  improved. 
The  dregs  can  be  used  for  cattle,  and  will  even  yield  brandy  on  distillation. 
— Journal  de  Chimie  Medicale. 


The  Urine  in  Cholera. — In  the  Lancet  of  the  26th  of  May  is  men- 
tioned the  fact  of  the  urine  being  albuminous  in  cholera,  as  if  it  had  been 
first  remarked  by  Dr.  Rostan.  Allow  me,  however,  to  observe,  that  the 
profession  are  indebted,  for  the  first  observation  of  this  fact,  to  Mr.  Busk, 
who.  as  far  back  as  last  October,  ascertained  that  albumen  was  almost  in- 
variably present  in  the  urine  of  cholera  patients,  and  who  mentioned  the 
circumstance  at  a  meeting  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society.  More  than 
forty  cases  of  cholera  have  been  received  on  board  the  "Dreadnought," 
and  in  every  instance  but  one,  the  urine  passed  at  first  has  been  albumi- 
nous. This  condition  rarely  continued  beyond  the  first  day,  but  appeared 
to  cease  as  soon  as  the  action  of  the  kidneys  was  fully  restored. 

Henry  T.  L.  Rooke,  in  London  Lancet. 


